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The firſt Book oof 8 3AM U E 14 


Called by the Seventy 


The firſt Book of K I N G8. 


INTRODUCTION. 
HI $ Book contains the hiſtory of the laſt tvo judpes, Eli 


|: © and Samuel; and of Saul, the firſt king of Tjrael; in- 
N 5 A 2 period of about eighty years, A conſiderable part of it 
1 by Samuel himſe!f, particularly what concerned Eli 


. B 


3 Elkanah was a 1 of Ramah, or | Arimathea, of the mod : 
honourable houſe of the trie of Leri. 


ond his own times, and was continued wy Nathan, or Gad, or 
* other 9 prophet. 1 0 


CHAPTER 1. 


Contains an account of the family of Samuel, and his mother's 5 


Wk before he was born; Haunah's prayer and vow for the 
removal of her grief; the anſwer to her prayer; the birth of 


er ſon; and the [OY 7 lier Tow; Ll the ardication 25 
of Samuel to God. 


10 W there was a certain man of 8 f 
| zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name 


8 Elihu, the ſon of T ohu, the ſon of Zuph, an Ephra- YL 


2 thite: And he had two wives, the name of the one 


was] Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah : 
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no child- 
ren. His firſt wife was barren, he therefore took another ; 
4 cuſtom which was tolerated in thoſe days; by this wife he 


-- 2:41 many children, but in other things ſhe was a torment to 
0 im. And this man went up out of the city yearly, 
1 according to the law, to worſhip and to ſacrifice unto the 


 Lorp of hoſts 1 in Shiloh, there the ark and the tabernacle 


[was] Elkanah,* the fon of Jeroham, the fon 


were 


were, And the two ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
the prieſts of the Lorp, [were] there; % they were 
wicked, he did not neglect his duty becauſe he did not like the 
prieſt, but came to offer prayer and thankſgiving, and ſuch 
ſacrifices as were ſuitable to tlie occaſion, which probably was 
4 the paſſover. And when the time was that Elkanah 
offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her 
5 ſons and her daughters, portions : * But unto Hannah 
he gave a worthy portion, or @ double portion, for he 
loved Hannah: but the Lord had ſhut up her womb; 
ke did not love her leſs becauſe ſhe was barren, but ſhowed 
ier peculiar affection, as a woman of a gracious and tender 


ſpirit, to ſupport her under her affiiftion, and balance er 


6 rivals inſolence. And her adverſary alſo provoked her 
| ſore, for to make her fret, becauſe the LoRD had ſhut 
up her womb. And [as] he did fo year by year, when 

ſhe went up to the houſe of the Loxp, ſo ſhe provoked 
her; therefore ſhe wept, and did not eat. On this occaſion * 
the other «wife twitted her with her barrenneſs, and the fruit- 

Leſſneſs of her prayers. At home ſhe had a ſeparate apartment, 

but they were obliged now to be together, and ſhe took - © 
advantage of this to reproach and provoke her, Jt was * 
highly unkind and cruel to do it on this ſolemn occaſion, which 

8 cauſed her feſtival to be turned into a faſt, Then ſaid El- 


kanah her huſband to her, Hannah, why weepeſt thou ? 5 
and why eateſt thou not? and why 1s thy heart grieved f 


ſlamj not I better to thee than ten ſons? Elkanah knew 
ih iv cauſe, but gently reproved her for her dejeflion on this 


occaſion, and with kind words per ſuaded her to eat and be 


cheerful ;, intimating, that ſhe had more comfort in his tender 
. attachment than in many fm. J 
9 S$o Hannah roſe up after they had eaten in Shiloh, * 
and after they had drunk; her huſband's kind words had | 
à good effett, and brought her to her meat and her prayers. | 
Now Eli the prieſt ſat upon a ſeat by the poſt of the | 

d The males only were obliged to attend; but devout men 
often took their wives and daughters with them. Theſe had their 
portion, viz, out of the peace offerings, the greateſt part whereof 


belonged to the offerer, wherewith he and his friends did feaft 
together, ſee Deut. Xl, 12. xvi. 11, Lev. vii. 15. ix. 22. 
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1. SAMUET „ 
temple of the Lozp, to keep good order, give advice, explain 
io the law, and bleſs the worſhippers, And ſhe [was] in 


bitterneſs of ſoul, and prayed unto the Lob, and wept 
fore; her grief returned when ſhe was alone, and ſhe prayed 


0 II with many tears. And ſhe vowed a vow, and ſaid, O 


| Lorp of hoſts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction 
of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a 
man- child, then 1 will give him unto the Loxo all the 
days of his life, and there ſhall no razor come upon his 
head. Her petition was humble and earneſt ;, ſhe prayed for a 


man- child, becauſe only ſuch could attend upon the tabernacle. 


12 And it came to paſs as ſhe continued praying before 
13 the Logo, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, 
| ſhe ſpake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her 
voice was not heard; /he uſed fuch geſtures with her hands and 
eyes as ſhowed great inward emotion; therefore Eli thought 


1 4 ſhe had been drunken. And Eli faid unto her, by way of 


 reproof, How long wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy 
wine from thee; go from this holy place till thou art ſober, 


15 then return, and repent of thy ſin. And Hannah modeſtly and 


| bumbly anſwered and ſaid, No, my lord, I am not drunk 
with wine, but 1 [am] a woman of a ſorrowful, afflifted 
ſpirit : I have drunk neither wine nor ſtrong drink, but 
have poured out my ſoul in ſincere and fervent prayer be- 


16 fore the Logp. Count not thine handmaid for a daugh- 5 


ter of Belial, a wicked, abandoned woman, for out of the 
abundance of my complaint and grief have I ſpoken 


17 hitherto. Then Eli anſwered and faid, Go in peace: 


and the God of Iſrael grant [thee] thy petition that 
thou haſt aſked of him. This re/pefful anfiver convinced 
the old man of his miſtake, and he diſmiſſed her with his 
18 prayers and bleſſings. And ſhe ſaid, Let thine handmaid 


find grace in thy ſight, till enjoy the beit of thy prayers, 


and continue in thy good opinion. So the woman went her 

way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more 
3 ßů Ty | 

3 The Levites ſerved = twenty five years, and then became 
judges, or preachers of righteouſneſs; but he was to ſerve all che 


days of his life, and be a Nazarite from the womb, The vow 


was conditional, if it was a fon, and he had no defect in his 
body or mind, and the huſband gave his conſent. 5 


4 L SAMUEL: Tt. 


Thad, being fully perſuaded that Eli's 5 prayers and her oon 
_ would be anſwered. 


19 And they roſe up in the morning early, and wor- 


ſhipped before the LokD, prayed for a proſperous journey, 
and confirmed Hamah's vow, and returned, and came to 


their houſe to Ramah : and Elkanah knew Hannah his 


20 wife; and the Lord remembered her. Wherefore it 


came to paſs, when the time was come about, in re- 
volution of days, After Hannah had conceived, that 
me bare a ſon, and called his name Samuel, that is, 
aſked of God, ¶ ſay ing, ] Becauſe J have aſked him of the 
Lorp. The name conveyed uſeful inſtruction both to the 
parents and the child, and this was a circumſtance that gave 


21 great joy. And the man Elkanah, and all his houſe, F 
went up to offer unto the Lok p the yearly ſacrifice, and 


a ſacrifice of thankſgiving to God, according to his vow. 


22 But Hannah went not up; for ſhe ſaid unto her huſ- 


band, [I will not go up] until the child be weaned, 
and [ then] I will bring him, that he may appear before 
the Lox, and there abide for ever. She was not obliged 
by the law 10 go with her huſband, and therefore choſe ts 
continue at home, till the child wwas able to accompany her | 
there, and fit to be left in God's houſe, and inſtructed in his | 


2 3 ſervice. And Elkanah her huſband ſaid unto her, Do 


what ſeemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned 
him; only the Loxp eſtabliſh his word; either Els | 
| Prophetick bleſſing, or ſome word of promiſe "made to them | 
which is not mentioned. So the woman abode, and gave [ 
her ſon ſuck until ſhe weaned him. 
24 And when ſhe had weaned him, ſhe took him up : 
vith her, and, in token of gratitude, they took with them a | 
large Hering, three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, 
and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the houſe | 
of the Lord in Shiloh: and the child [was] young, 


25 about three years old, as is generally ſuppoſed. And they 


flew a bullock for à burnt offering, and brought the 
child to Eli, zo inform him of God's goodneſs, and to offer | 


26 a peace offering, And ſhe ſaid, O, my lord, [as] thy 


foul liveth, my lord, I [am] the woman that ſtood by 
thee here, praying unto the Lond. She makes uſe of this 


_ efeveration, 


; 2 1 
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I. SAMUEL I. 5 
 effeveration, becauſe it was ſome years before, and he might 
27 have forgotten her, For this child 1 prayed; and the 
_ Loxp hath given me my petition which I aſked of him: 
28 Therefore alſo I have lent him to the Logp; as long 
as he liveth he ſhall be lent to the Logo ; expreſſing great 
earneſineſs, gratitude, and ſtrong reſolution, and notwith- 
ſtanding all the ties of parental tenderneſs, and foregoing all 
her female fears and fondneſs, ſhe leaves her child and fulfils 
her vow. And he worſhipped the Logrp there. Some 
think this refers to SamuePs devoting himſelf to God; but 
rather to his father, who renewed his thankſgiving, and 
fought the bleſſing of God upon his ſon, that he would ſanctiſy 
im, and enable him for the ſervice to which he was devoted. 


"KEFLECTIONS. 


1. ( \ OME leſſons which may make us relatively good, 


may be learned from this chapter. Elkanah ſhines 


in the character of an huſband, and a devout man. He 
” 3 feared God with all tis houſe; took them with him to public 
3 worſhip; was kind and affectionate to a good wife, and 

bore meekly and patiently the perverſe temper and inſolent 

3 fpirit of a bad one. Huſbands are to love their wives, and not 
= we bitter againſt them, and ſhould be peculiarly careful to 
3 comfort them under their afflictions. Hannah had a meek 
23 and devout ſpirit, worthy the imitation of all wives. They 


are often in danger of fretfulneſs, and therefore ſhould guard 


againſt it. The inſolence and haughtineſs of Peninnah 
are very deteſtable. Let all be careful to ſhun a peeviſh 
and provoking diſpoſition, for that will, as in the caſe 
before us, alienate the affections of the kindeſt relative, 
3 Mothers may learn from Hannah, the duty of nurſing their 

3 own children, if poſſible ; and not to commit that work to 
ſtrangers, which God commands and defigns for them to 
do themſelves. And tho' that work may confine them 
ſometimes from publick ordinances, as it did Hannah, yet 
God will accept them in it, and bleſs them, Let parents 
learn likewiſe to devote their children to God, to teach them 


the language of prayer, and bring them to God's taber- 


nacle and oxdinances z and then they may hope that they 


— Wal. 


God approves | 


wicked, untractable men, children of the devil, 


6 eee e 
will prove comforts to them. Let us always remember, 
that he cannot be really good who is not relatively good. 
2. Is any man offlifted? let him pray. Under all our trou- 
bles, croſſes, and vexations, let this be our refuge: let 
our prayers, like Hannah's, be humble and fervent, We 
| ſhall find it to be a remedy for every complaint, a ſupport in 


every trouble; it gives eaſe to the heart under all our ſor- 


| rows, it refreſhes the mind, and brightens the countenance, 


And when we ſeek mercy, let us accompany our prayers | 


with pious reſolutions. This we are encouraged to do, 


ſince God hath never ſaid, Seek ye my face in vain. 


3. Let us be careful to guard againſt raſh cenſures of 
others, eſpecially for their devotion. Eli, tho? a man of 
God, and a good man, yet erred herein. He ſhould have 
been better informed before he was ſo ſharp in his re- 
buke. Hannah was not noiſy and clamorous, as drunkards 
. uſually are, and therefore there was the leſs reaſon for his 


ſuſpicion. We ſhould not be farward to believe people 


guilty of ill things; while the matter is doubtful, charity 
would hope and helieve the beft. May we be eſpecially 


careful not to cenſure perſons for their devotion, as if they 


were enthuſiaſts, or h 


4. We learn hence, to be modeſt and humble even in 
_ our neceſſary vindication. Hannah bore this cenſure excel- 
 lently well, Had ſhe been of the diſpoſition of many peo- 
ple, ſhe would have ſoon been in a paſſion, retorted the 
charge, bid him look at home, and reprove the debauchery 
of his ſons. She did not angrily tell him how ill it became 
him, but contented herſelf with denying the charge, and 
relating how the fact was. Perſons who are cenſured un- 
juſtly, think they have a right to be angry and to complain; 
but let us guard againſt this, even for our own intereſt ; for 
we ſhall ſooner be believed if we are humble and modeſt, 
But if we return cenſure for cenſure, and railing for railing, 
ue ſhall bring ſuſpicions of guilt upon ourſelves, and injure |: 
our own ſouls. Chrift, uhen he was reviled, reviled not again. 
5. We may hence infer, the odious nature of drunkenneſs, 


Hannah called them with great juſtneſs, Children of Belial; 


18 


No name 


ypocrites, leſt we blame that which 
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1. SAMUEL II. 7 


is too bad for drunkards, eſpecially women-drunkards, who 
re generally the worſt, when they are habituated to that 
infamous and pernicious practice. It is highly wicked at 


any time, more eſpecially ſo when coming to the worſhip 


of God; and the drunken prayers of ſome unhappy crea- 
tures, will be the heavieſt and blackeſt articles in all their 

charges at the great day. Be not drunk with wine, in which 
tiere is exceſs ;, but be filled with the ſpirit, the ſpirit of devoti- 


on, meekneſs, and humility. — We may obſerve once more, 
6. That thoſe mercies are peculiarly welcome which are 


granted in anſwer to prayers, and ſhould be acknowledged 
with peculiar gratitude. Samuel's parents were full of 
3 gratitude, and brought a noble facrifice, Such mercies 
claim our warmeſt praiſes ; ſuch favours ſhould be devoted 
to God, and employed in his ſervice. Let the temper of 
David be our's; I love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my 
voice, and my ſupplications. Becauſe he hath inclined his ear 
unto me, therefore will 1 call upon him « as ha as 1 live, Palm N 
— 


c H PE P. . 141. 93 : 


We have here Hamal?'s ſong of thankſeiving for the mercy of 


Cod 10 her; the bad charatter of Elis ens 3 and God's ur- 
ther 1 to the family of Elkanah. 5 


ND Hannah prayed, and ad. My heart rejoiceth . 
in the Lonp, mine horn is exalted i in the LoRD; 
© conſiders her joy as coming from God; the lifting up the 
| horn was 4 token of iriumph: my mouth | is enlarged 
over mine enemies; becauſe I rejoice in thy ſalvation. = 
| She was melancholy before, and durſt not ſpeak; but now 
Wrong cheerfully and courageouſly, becauſe of the ſingular 
2 honour conferred upon her. | There is] none holy as the 
Lon : for [there is] none beſides thee : neither is 
chere] any rock ke our God; foe acknowledges his 


4%%%%ͤk amacy- 


SS This expreſſion is very proper, as praiſe and thankſgiving are 


very eſſential parts of prayer; ſhe adores the divine perfections, 


; e the Soodneß * God to er. : 
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, 1. SAMUEL. II. 
upremacy; that he is the only refuge i in trouble; ths i . 


none elſe that ſhe can reſt upon; all other beings are as nothing 


3 10 him, Talk no more ſo exceeding Proudly ; ; let [not] 


arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Logp [is] 
a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed; 


ie judges in the moſt erat manner, weighs actions in all their. 

\ circumſtances, knows what men think, as rell as what they . 

| ſpeak and do, and can bring about what ſeems to men im- 
SJ poſible. The bows of the mighty men [are] broken, and 


they that ſtumbled are girded with ſtrength, God brings 


hy confident and preſumptuous ſinners, wha truſt to their 

own might, and makes the weak and feeble triumph over 
5 them. | They that were] full and rich have hired out 
" themſelves for bread, 10 ſatisfy their hunger, and they 
that were] hungry ceaſed to be ſo, ſuch changes wwe fre- 


 quenth ſee in the world: fo that the barren hath born 


ſeven, à proverbial expreſſion for many children; and ſhe 
that hath many children is waxed feeble, 1h grief for 


6 not having more, or for the loſs of thoſe which ſhe had. The 
| LoD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to 


:--mthe grave, and bringeth up; he power of life and death 4 


are in his hand, and all domeſtick concerns at his diſpoſal. 


7 The Lonp maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bring- | 


eth low, and lifteth up; he is the ſovereign Lord of the 


 avhole world, diſpoſeth all things as he pleaſeth, exalts or 
8 abaſes whom he will, He raiſeth up the poor out of the 


duſt, [and] lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to 


et them] among princes, and to make them inherit 
the throne of glory; he raiſes the poor to a glorious throne, | 
160 dignity and Pozer : for the pillars of the earth [are] Þ 
the Lokp's, and he hath ſet the world upon themz © 
2 therefore he is able to diſpoſe of the inhabitants as he pleaſeth, A 
9 Je will keep the feet of his ſaints, direct them in all | 
their ways, and preſerve them from danger; and the wicked 
mall be ſilent in darkneſs, all be quite confounded, and 


5 brought into a aol gloony mw miſeratie f anon; for by 


ſtrength 
e 3 refer — —— to Fenin! but e it was beneatn 
Hannah to take notice of her 


poor malice, and may rather refer 
to the ae the enemies of Israel, 


by whom the were 
| oppreſſed, | 1 * £ 


.Y 


. SAMUEL II. 9 
10 ſtrength ſhall no man prevail againſt God. The adver- 
 faries of the Logp, the Philiſtines, ſhall be broken to 
pieces; out of heaven ſhall he thunder upon them, 
deſtroy them in ſome dreadful way; (ſee ch. vil. 10.) the 


- Loxp ſhall Junge the ends of the earth; and he ſhall 
; give ſtrengt 


1 11 anointed." And Elkanah went to Ramah to his houſe. 


And the child did miniſter unto the Logp before Eli 


the prieſt ; performed ſuch ſervice in opening and ſhutting 
the doors, lighting the lamps, or the like, as he was able, £ 

6 * to his appointment. 

Now the ſons of Eli [were] ons: of Belial ; his 5 
1 not the Lox D; they were wicked, diſobedient _ 

ſons; who, tho" they profeſſed to know God, yet in their works 


unto his king, and exalt the horn of his - 


13 denied him. And the prieſt's cuſtom with the people 


was, that,] when any man offered lacrifice, the prieſt's 
ſervant came, while the fleſh was in ſeething, with a 
44 fleſhhook of three teeth in his hand; And he ſtruck [it] 


into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the 


fleſhhook brought up the prieſt took for himſelf. So they 
did in Shiloh unto all the Iſraelites that came thither. 

_ Their firſt crime was great injuſtice z for, when any offered 
1 they were uſed to be feaſting in ſome apartment of 
the tabernacle, and not content with the breaſt and right 
ſhoulder, which was their lot, they took any thing they could 
lay hold of; and this was done i in Shiloh, and done conſtantly. 

i 1 15 Their ſecond crime wwas daintineſs and luxury. Alſo before 
they burnt the fat, the prieſt's ſervant came, and faid to 
the man that ſacrificed, Give fleſh to roaſt for the prieſt; 
for he will not have ſodden fleſh of thee, but raw. They 
were not content with boiled meat, but would have the part 
they liked, raw, to dreſs as they pleaſed, as the fleſhhook did 
16 not e wring. *p the bef Piece. And lif N * man ſaid 


unto 


5 F There was now no king i in That; | as Sins: interpret 
the words as referring to David, But it ſeems more reaſonable to 
refer them 10 Chriſt, eſpecially as there is ſo remarkable a re- 


; ſemblance between this and the Virgin Mary's ſong, Luke i. 46, 


&c. This is the firſt place in ſcripture where the word Meſſiah, I 
or anointed, occurs. As if ſhe had ſaid, God ſhall make the. 


Meſſiah great and eee and cauſe” him to N over 
all his enemies. : 
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unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat preſently, 
and [then] take [as much] as thy ſoul deſireth; then 
he would anſwer him, [Nay ;] but thou ſhalt give [it 

me] now: and if not, I will take [it] by force. Their 


third crime was ſacrilege ; before the fat was burned, whick 
dos preſented to God, they would be ſerved. The Iſraelites 


fo well knew the law, that they were defirous God's altar 


ſpould be ſerved firſt , but the prigſt's ſervants, who had 
learnt inſolence from their maſter, would not allow this, and 
17 would even take it by force. Wherefore the fin of the 


young men was very great before the Logp : for men 
abhorred the offering of the Lord; they did not care to 


_ offer facrificts, when there were uch e, committed about 
 FREM- © 


18 But Samuel IN before the tans rbeing ] 2 
child, girded with a linen ephod.? He performed ſuch ſer- 
Lices as he cas capable of, and did not follow the example 
19 of theſe wicked priefis. Moreover his mother, to ſhow her 

Diety and aſtection, made him a little coat, and brought 

fit} to him from year to year, when ſhe came up with 
20 her huſband to offer the yearly ſacrifice. And Eli 
bleſſed Elkanah, and his wife, and faid, The Logrp 

give thee ſeed of this woman, for the loan which is lene 

to the LoxDp. And they went unto their own home. 
21 And the Loxp viſited Hannah, ſo that ſhe conceived, 8 
aancd bare three ſons and two daughters. And the 
child Samuel grew before the Lok p. Thus Cod reward- 

ed her heroic piety, in devoting her 9 fon to the Lord, oy 6 


7 Living aer mary more F elalaren. 


=... 
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REFLECTIONS 


- E are taught from ien his that; our 


* He wore an u ephod, not ack. an one as the high prieſi wore, 


but a kind of honourable garment, uſed- by the beer prieſts, 
| and PRIN at the publick e. | 55 


fouls ſhould magnify the Lord, and our ſpirits re- 
1 in God our ſaviour, This compoſition is ſublime and 
3 as well as devout, and intimates to us the rea- 
ſonableneſs of Prayer: and d thankſgiving, of recollecting 


divine 
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af? lo ve for his honour. Elkanah and me left their only | 


* SAMUEL. II. 11 


divine mercies, and keeping a written memorial of them, to 
cheriſh our gratitude, Let us learn to bleſs God for every 
appearance of providence in our favour; to rejoice and 
delight in him, to take comfort in his perfect rectitude, his 
univerſal and perfe& knowledge, his almighty power, and 
3 unerring juſtice, Let us remember, that he knows our 
thoughts, and weighs our actions in an equal balance, and 
therefore be ſolicitous to be approved of him. We ſhould | 
own and adore him in all the changes he makes in our cir-= 
cumſtances, or in the circumſtances of others; and not be 
proud and talk arrogantly in the higheſt ſtation, ſince God 
may bring us low, to poverty, contempt, and even to 
death itſelf in a moment. When we are moſt abaſed and 
_ diſtreſſed, let us not deſpair, becauſe he can preſently and 


ſurpriſingly exalt us. Let us ruſt in him, wait upon him, 
and rejoice in that comfor table promiſe, he will keep the 


feet of his ſaints; will dire&, defend, and ſupport them, 
They are often ſet in ſlippery places, and need his aſſiſtance 
do keep their feet from falling. Let us dread the doom of 
his enemies, who ſhall be confounded and ruined; ke i’ 
* thunder upon them, and then what can men do? Let us 
_ eſpecially learn to rejoice in the advancement, and ſecurity : 
of the Meſſiah's kingdom, and the deſtruction of all the 
enemies of his church, and approve ourſelves his faithful 
ſubjects, that we may have reaſon now, and thro' all eter· 
nity, to rejoice in his complete ſalvation. 


2. See what ſad creatures wicked prieſts are; F are the 


worſt men upon earth. What vile wretches were theſe ſons 
of Eli; who was himſelf in the main an upright, holy man! 
They were the ſcandal of religion, the contempt of all 
ſober and virtuous people, yea, the contempt of the moſt 
7 wicked, all the people cried ſhame on them. It was indeed 
= ſhame to ſee ſuch greedy dogs, (as the prophet calls ſuch 
prieſts) men given up to their belly and to their luſts. May 
] God awaken all miniſters to guard againſt the luſts of the _ 
fleſn, that his offerings and ſervice be not abhorred, re- 
ligion diſhonoured, and its intereſt weakened, by thoſe, who 
mould be its patrons and ornaments, 


3. We ſee that God is not unrighteous to forget any labour 


and 


CE COND 


[ 1 1. SAMUEL; II. 
1 | and favourite ſon before the Lord, and he repaid it with 1 
8 intereſt, and recompenſed it with ſalvation, No one will 3 
bw | loſe by lending to God; he will take care to repay them. 4 
| Let us then exerciſe e in his promiſes, and never dif- |? 
1 truſt his kindneſs; for God is able to make every temporal 
= favour and benefit abound to us, and to bleſs Us with all 
1 king Ping "nes in LATER Aus 
by 0: H A P. II. 22, to the end. 
* We have here more abominations of Els ſons, and his 700 gentle 
"8 reproof of their crimes , with a very awful reproof and 
hy _ denunciation, ſent to Eli, on this account, by a prophet, 
8 22 OW Eli was very old, and heard all that his 
N 5 ſons did unto all Iſrael; but by reaſon of his great | 
_ age he could not examine into thaw conduct, as he. otherwiſe 
| F 5 would have done; but he heard of the notorious villainies 
VS  prafiiſed by them, and how they lay with the women that | 
8 E aſſembled [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congre- | 
RN _ gation, who either lived in the apartments of the tabernacle, A 
1 and were employed in the neceſſary work of it, or rather, 
VN . 3 as came to worſhip there, and briug the cuſtomary © 
1" 23 ſacrifice. And he gently reproved them, and ſaid unto them, | 
K Why do ye ſuch things? for I hear of your evil deal. 
K 24 ings by all this people. Nay, my ſons; for [it is] no 
N | good report that I hear: ye make the Loxp's people 
09 do tranſgreſs, by neglecking his ſacrifice, and committing © 
N 25 folly with you." If one man fin againſt another, tage 
I judge ſhall judge him: but if a man fin againſt the 
. Lon, who ſhall intreat for him?! Notwithſtanding they 5 
* hearkened not unto the voice of their father, becauſe 1 
5 g the Lon would Tay them; $. fie determined to ay how =_—_ 
0 . Ss This was the 1 of an it parent, 1 not er == | 
191008 3 righteous and zealous judge. He ſhould have told them their 
| actions were vile and . ſhould have caſt them out f 
106 the prieſthood, and even have pot them to death for e 1 
110 | according to God's law, 1 
FH 1 Here he argued well with er. | Te; one neighbour 35 an in- 
| jury to Lead the Judge. my interpoſe, and Fenn the guilty, | 


But . 
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25 himſelf. And the child Samuel grew oh, and was in 
favour both with the Lord, and alſo with men. | 

27 And there came a man of God, a prophet, unto Eli, 
and faid unto him, Thus faith the Logp, Did I plainly 
appear unto the houſe of thy father, at is, Aaron, 


28 when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's houſe ?® And 


did I chooſe him, Aaron, and his family, out of all 
the tribes of Iſrael [to be] my prieſt, to offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incenſe; to wear an ephod before 
me, to conſult God, and receive voices and revelations from 
im? and did I give unto the houſe of thy father all 
the offerings made by fire of the children of Iſrael ; 
ſomething of all the ſacrifices, even the ſcin of the burnt offer- 
29 ings? Wherefore kick ye at my ſacrifice, and at mine 
offering, which I have commanded [in my] habita- 
tion, treat it with the higheſt irreverence and contempt, 
and honoureſt thy ſons above me, to make yourſelves . 
fat with the chiefeſt of all the offerings of Iſrael my 


20 people? pampering yourſelves with my offerings, Where- 


fore the Logp God of Ifrael faith, I faid indeed {that} 
thy houſe, and the houſe of thy father, ſhould walk 


before me for ever: but now the Logy faith, Be it 


far from me; for them that honour me] will honour, i 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. Here 
Cod revokes the conditional decree, that Eli and his family 


31 1 fould continue £ af ch far e ever," Behold, the days come 


But if one injure . judge Miel why mall EEO for a” 
Who will plead with a prince to Pardon one who has eee 
8 take away his life? i elf, 
 & [t was the uſual way of prophets, to (EI men to humility =! 
: and repentance by recounting the divine favours, and thereby 

: 1 how their guilt was aggravated. 5 


Eli was included in this charge becauſe de tolerated the evil; 


5 ſuffering them to continue in office, and allowing them to treat 
_ God's ſervice ſo ſhamefully; chooſing rather to humour and pleaſe 


| them, than vindicate the honour Of his e from thoſe abuſes | 
they put upon it. | | 


© The prieſthood, it as for Gon reaſon or F not 1 


zioned in ſeripture, had been transferred from the family of 
Eleazar, Aaron's eldeſt ſon, to Ithamar, the younger ſon, from 


whom Eli was deſcended, but now is tranſlated back again. As 
if he Rad ſaid, Tho' I made ſuch a promiſe, yet, imagine not 


that 


14. SAMVeEL WY 


that J will cut off thine arm, thy power and authority, 
and the arm of thy father's houſe, that there ſhall not 
be an old man in thine houſe, hey ſhall all be cut off in 
32 the flower of their age.” And thou, that is, thy poſterity, 
(this is a uſual ſeripture phraſe) ſhalt ſee an enemy in 
my] habitation, in all ſthe wealth] which [God] ſhall _ 
give Iſrael, when Iſrael ſhall be moſt wealthy and glorious, 
and the prieſthood be a moſt honourable and lucrative poſt :* 
and there ſhall not be an old man in thine houſe for 
33 ever. And the man of thine, [whom] I ſhall not cut 
off from mine altar, [ſhall be] to conſume thine eyes, 
and to grieve thine heart: and all the increaſe of thine 
houſe ſhall die in the flower -of their age; thoſe who 
ſurvive ſhall live in poverty and contempt, and be a grief to 
34 all their friends and families. And, as a proof that all 
this ſhall come to paſs, this [ſhall be] a ſign unto thee, 
that ſhall come upon thy two ſons, on Hophni and 
| Phinehas; in one day they ſhall die both of them. He 
| ſhould ſee this himſelf, and might therefore conclude that all 
the reſt of the threatening ſhould be fulfilled : nevertheleſs, to 
comfort Iſrael, he promiſes the prieſthood ſhall be continued, 
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according to [that] which is] in mine heart and in my 
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| walk before mine anointed for ever; 1 he ſhall dire 
1 the The in his eee and er for him in arfficult © 
* —̃ | 
* - that I will 5 a partner in . crimes as your” 5, or connive at 
* | ſuch wickedneſs. And the reaſon he gives, is a ſtanding rule in 
God's government, that he will give men honour and eſteem ac- 
1 


cCording as they behave; and wicked men, wo. contemn God, 
mal! be deſpiſed both by God and man. 


This particularly refers to the dellruction of the priefls by _ 
. Does in Saul's time. See c/. "XN 18: -, | 

dome underitand this of the Philiſtines e the Iſractiies 
and taking the ark; but I rather think it refers to the removal 
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time; when Iſrael was in the greateſt proſperity; and another 

was put in, whom they looked upon as an enemy and a rival. 
o This refers to Zadok, who was faithful to God, to David, 

and to Solomon, and ſucceeded Abiathar, of the family of Eli. 


re, and very probably all the time of Chriſt, 


. 3 3 And I will raiſe me up a faithful prieſt, [that] ſhall do 4 : 


mind: and I will build him a ſure houſe, multiply lis 
family, and continue him in place and power, and he ſhall 4 


of Eli's family, which happened eighty years after, in Solomon's 


1 The prieſthood continued in this family till the Babyloniſh g 


1 I. SAMUEL. . 15 
8 36 capes. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] every one that 
; is left in thine houſe ſhall come [and] crouch to him 
for a piece of filver, and a morſe] of bread, and ſhall 
' ſay, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the prieſts? 


offices, that I may eat a piece of bread ; the children of 


thoſe who were ſo dainty that they muſt have the chioiceſt 
pieces of the ſacrifice, ſhall be reduced ſo low as to beg their 


bread, and be glad of the meaneſt office or Lick won to keen 7 
. them Hun frarving. See 1 Tags Ii. 26, . 


REFLECTIONS. 


L 7 E may oblirve, that thols who are det to re- 
proof, eſpecially to parental reproof, are in 


= the way to ruin, v. 25. Elrs ſons would not hearken; 


therefore God determined to ſlay them, and make them 


publick examples of his diſpleaſure. There is not a ſurer 


ſign of an hardened ſinner, a brutiſh wretch, a | ſor of Belial, 
than deſpiſing and rejecting the reproofs of pious parents, 


3 Accordingly, Solomon lays it down as a maxim, and this 
ſtory confirms the truth of it, that he ci being often re- 
proved, hardeneth 15 neck, hall Suddenly be hege, and S 
= that without remedy. 


2.̃. Steady piety in young people i is reculiacly W | 
| eſpecially when they have bad examples before them. The 


encomium upon Samuel in this chapter is very remarka- 
73 bly introduced. After the wickedneſs of Eli's ſons had been 


J | ſpecified, then comes Samuel's good character, v. 18, 26. 


He minded his buſineſs, and did it, unmoved by the ex- 


= ample of thoſe wicked prieſts, tho' they were his ſuperiors LO 

in age, knowledge, and ſtation, He kept his integrity, 
regarded and profited by Eli's inſtruction; and God loved 

dim, Eli loved him, 6g all the good people of Iſrael loved 


: Eg Good children and pious youths will always be the _ 
= favourites of heaven, and the darlings of all wiſe and good 


men; and the more bad examples and powerful temptations 5 


4 they have about them, the greater will be their honour, 
and the more God and man will love them. It ſhould be 

= the hearty wiſh and prayer of us all, that that may be the 
character of all our children and | young friends, which was 


the 


5 1 8 U e 
the character of Samuel, and of one greater and better 
than him, even zhe holy child Feſus ; that they may grow in 


; page as they do in ſtature, and in favour with God and man. 
3. Let us attend to that important maxim, that ſettled 


| rule of God's government, that hoſe who honour him, he 


pill honour; If we honour God by ſerious worſhip, by a 
holy behaviour, and zeal for his glory, he will honour us 
Dy 8 among men, his own eſteem, and innumer-- 
8 able benefits. But if we deſpiſe him, by forgetting his wor- 


ſhip, breaking his laws, and being unconcerned about his 


glory, we ſhall fink into contempt, become mean and vile 


creatures, and be the objects of the divine diſpleaſure; 
which is the greateſt evil that can poſſibly befal us. Re- 


ligion makes men honourable in the ſight of God, and all : 


wiſe and good beings; but fin is the greateſt diſhonour to 
human nature, and will bring upon men everialiing ſhame, 
Contempt, and reproach, Once more, 
4. Let parents learn from the awful threatening he 9 
nounced againſt Eli, the terrible conſequence of ſpoiling © 
their children, and conniving at their vices, Eli appears 
in every other reſpe& to have been a worthy, good man; 
but a fooliſh partiality and fondneſs for his children _ 
brought ruin upon them. He reproved them indeed, but 
it was in the moſt gentle manner for the moſt execrable | 
crimes; and treated them more lightly than he did Han- 
nah, whom he only ſuſpected. See how eafily even the | 


beſt parents may err in the treatment of their children; and 


| how he that ſpareth reproof and correction, ſpoileth his child. 
But let them remember, that if they connive at the vices 
of their children, or their negle& or contempt of divine 


worſhip, God will not. Let parents then reprove and | 


admoniſh, and always proportion their reproofs to the 
nature of the crime; otherwiſe they honour their children above 
God: an awful and awakening expreſſion ! Thoſe who allow 


8 their children in any evil way, are more tender of them 


than of God's honour and glory, more ſolicitous to honour 
their children than pleaſe and honour him. Eli could not 
have contrived a ſurer way to plague himſelf and his 
family, than by this indulgence to his children. Let parents 
5 guard yr this conduct, or they will make a ſword for 


them⸗ 
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ES AM UE L. III. 17 
themſelves, which will pierce them to their hearts; and are 
taking the direct method to entail poverty and ruin upon 
their poſterity. They ſhould take warning by this melan. 
choly ſtory, and not be acceſſary to the preſent and eternal 
ruin of their children; and thus, as was the caſe with Eli, 
have their grey hairs brought dawn with ſorrow to the grave. 


3 . 3 . M1 1 1 
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CHAP. III. 


72 Aude here, God's extraordinar * Aloe of himſelf to 
Samuel; the meſſage he delivered to him; the delivery of that 


meſſage to Eli; and the Lay hment * Samuel to be a N 
FE in Ijrael. 


NN 1D the child Sanmel miniſtered unto the Log 

before Eli, in ſuch ſervices as Eli directed. And 

13 5 word of the Lord was precious in thoſe days, % 

 foirit of prophecy was very rare and uncommon, | there 
Was] no open viſion ; % ſome might have particular re- 

_ welations for their own. private direction, yet there was 

ſcarce any publick prophet, to whom the people might commonly 

reſort for information; this honour was reſer ved for Samuel. 


2 And it came to paſs at that time, when viſions were ſo 


uncommon, when Eli [was] laid down in his place, was 


gone to reſt in ſome apartment near the tabernacle, and his pe 
eyes began to wax dim, [that] he could not ſee; tis 


felt failed him, ſo that he often wanted help, and Samuel 


F Was ever ready to come at his call: And ere the lamp of 


God went out in the temple of the Loxy, where the 
ark of God [was,] and Samuel was laid down [to ſleep; ] 


; 4 That the Loxp called Samuel, by @ voice from the oracle 


between the cherubims in the moſt holy place, and he an- 
$: ſwered, Here [am] I. And he ran unto Eli, and ſaid, 


Here ſam] I; for thou called me. And he, Eli, ſuppoſ- 2 


ing he might dream that he was called, ſaid, 1 called not; 
6 lie down again. And he went and lay down. And the 
| Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel aroſe 


and went to Eli, and ſaid, Here [am] I; for thou 


didſt call me. Samuel thought it could ve 729 one es for it 
Vor. III. SLE, £ Was 


Wo: 
| 


1 night, and the doors were ſhut. And he ae 1 


the Lon called Samuel again the third time. And he 

aroſe and went to Eli, and ſaid, Here [am] I; for thou 
didſt call me. And Eli perceived that the Logp had 
called the child; the repetition of the voice led Eli to con. 
clude, that it muſt be the Lord who ſpoke, This was a great 


9 


| ſhalt lay, Speak, Logp ; for thy ſervant heareth ; zell- 


. 8 1 M U E L. III. 


called! not, my ſon; lie down again. Now Samuel did 


not yet know the LokD, neither was the word of the 
Log yet revealed unto him; hz did not know how God 


revealed himſelf to the prophets, and had not learnt to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the voice of God and that of a man. And 


mor tification to Eli, to have a child, who was his ſervant, 
thus called, and ſent with a meſſage to him : it would make 
him ſolicitous to know what the meſſage was, and lead him to 


give credit to it. Therefore Eli ſaid unto Samuel, Go, , 


lie down: and it ſhall be, if he call thee, that thou 


ing him in effeft that it was God's voice, and direfing him © 


10 


appearance. Then Samuel anſwered, Speak ; for thy 


| ſervant heareth. le omitted the word Lord, either thro . 
fear, or hurry of his Jpir its, or from an ee whether 


El 15 was the Lord's voice or not. 


thing in Iſrael, at which both the ears of every one that 5 
heareth it ſhall tingle, ſhall be flricken with horror and 


And the Lon ſaid to Samuel, Behold, 1 will do a 


Aſtoniſiment. In tha day, in the ſeaſon that T have appoint- 
ed for this work, I will perform againſt Eli all [things] 
which I have ſpoken concerning his houſe; when 1 
begin, 1 will alſo make an end; tho* part of the threaten- 
ing which I have already denounced may be delayed, yet I will 
13 perſevere until all ſhall be fulfilled. For I have told him 


that I will judge his houſe for ever for the iniquity 


whichhe knoweth ; he could not be ignorant of theſe public 


 Tniquities, for they cvere generally complained o/; becauſe his 


ſons made themſelves vile in the /ight of God, and contemp- 
table in the Hes of all the people and he reſtrained them 


how to behave. So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. And the Loxp came, and ſtood, and called as 4 

at other times, Samuel, Samuel, Be/ides the voice, which 

now came nearer, there was probably ſome bright luminous 


2 


8 
8 
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: not, did not frown upon them, nor reprove them, as a 
father, ſuſpend them from their ofjice, as high prieſt, and 
capitally puniſh them, as a judge and magiſtrate, if the other 
14 methods had no effect. And therefore I have {worn unto _ 
the houſe of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall 
not be purged with ſacrifice nor offering for ever; there 
Mall be no abatement of the puniſhment, no | ſacrifice accepted. 
15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the houſe of the Loxb. This was part of his 
work, the tabernacle being included in a houſe or building. 
And Samuel feared to ſhow Eli the viſion ; having no 
command to deliver this meſſage, he was unwilling to diſtreſs 
16 the good old man. Then Eli called Samuel, and faid, 
Samuel, my fon, And he anſwered, Here ſam] 5 
17 And he faid, What lis] the thing that [the Logp] hath 
ſaid unto thee? I pray thee hide ſit not from me: God 
do ſo to thee, and more alſo, if thou hide [any] thing 
from me of all the things that he ſaid unto thee. Ez 
having been ſo ſolemnly threatened before, concluded that it 
related to Vins; ; and tho" he feared the worſt, he was willing D 
to know it: but finding Samuel backward to relate it, he 
18 adjured him in the moſt ſolemn manner to do it. And 
15 Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from 
him. The ſentence being pronounced by a child, who had his 
dependence upon Eli, behaved with ſo much modeſty and fine 
= -plicity, and who was unable to diſcern between the voice of 
za = God and that of his tutor, would be more terrible to Eli than 
t FF the declaration of the prophet. And he ſaid, It [is] the 
d  Lokn: let him do what ſeemeth him good; humbly ac. 
[ 
[ 


we ,, =_ 


. 


1 deing God's ſovereigny, and men to UL 2 ſentence 


; I : 5 with a penitent heart. 
1 19 And Samuel grew, and the Loy was With him, 5 
„and revealed more and more of his mind to him, and did 
l | et none of his words fall to the ground; lliey were al! 
n 20 like an arrow that falls not ſhort, but hits the mark, And 
y all Ifrael from Dan even to Beer-ſheba knew that 
4E Samuel [was] eſtabliſhed [to be] a prophet of the 
is Lox, both by Eli's teſtimony, by repeated revelations made 
>- | zo him, and by ſome of the declarations being remarkably ac- 


m | nm iſhed: he was lo be a conſtant . to ſupply the _ 
l e mos . Place 
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place of Urim and Thummim, when the ark was taken away. 


21 And the Lory appeared again in Shiloh: for the Log 
revealed himſelf to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the 


Lorp. God often revealed himſelf to him, not by dreams 
or viſions, but by an audible voice. He was the firſt pro- 


pPuiet, fince Moſes, who x raiſed up to be a publick in. 


fructor and governor. See Acts iii. 24. 


REFLECTIONS. 


7 11 18 chapter teaches us, that the younger foould be 


fulje to the elder; that children and ſervants 
ſhould pay due reſpect to their maſters and inſtructors. 
How humble and diligent was Samuel ! ready to riſe out of 


his bed at every call of Eli; and was very careful and tender 


of him. Children ſhould honour their aged and weakly 
parents; and ſervants ſhould do all they can for the eaſe 
and comfort of thoſe whom they ſerve : and learn from this 
pious child, that their obedience ſhould be ready and 
5 cheerful, and then it will be acceptable. 
2. We learn, that when God ſpeaks, his creatures mould 
Wont If it be our duty to obey the calls, and attend 
to the inſtructions, of earthly maſters, much more of the 


infinitely great and glorious God, whoſe ſervants we all are, 
When reading or hearing his word, this ſhould be our lan- 


guage, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. Let us hearken 
and attend to what the Lord our God will Jpeak, and then we 
may hope be will ſpeak peace to us. 
3. Parents may ſee the abſolute neceſſity of n ; 
their children from wicked ways. This was ſuggeſted in 
our remarks on the laſt chapter. Hut it is fo important, 
and ſo much neglected, that it is proper we ſhould be re- 
minded of it again and again; as God thought proper to 
remind Eli of his crime. If parents ſee their children 
mating themſelves vile in the fight of God and all good beings, |? 
let them reſolutely reſtrain them, frown upon them, and 
never connive at fin of any kind, or in any degree; leſt |} 
they make themſelves partakers of their guilt, and bring 
remedileſs calamities and deſtruction upon their houſes. 


4. We may learn, from the example of Eli, a ſubmiſſive 
| hen ond 


9 


2 


FF WW mW 
temper of mind under all the diſpenſations of providence, 


When this dreadful threatening was heard, he ſaid, I. is 
the Lord, let him do what ſcemeth him good, He lays it down 


3 as a plain truth, II is he Lord; a Being of perfect juſtice, 
almighty power, and infinite wiſdom, who never puniſhes 
without a juſt cauſe, and in a righteous manner. And then 
he draws this very proper and ſatisfactory concluſion, let 

' tim do what ſeemeth him good; not what I think juſt and 


fit, who am ſo ignorant, and have fo often erred, but what 


his perfect knowledge judges to be beſt, May we thus 


accept the puniſhment of our iniquity, and bear the indig- 
uation of the Lord, Fans wwe have ſinned . him. 


Wow & — : = . TI "WE n 
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CHAP. Iv. 


* 7 this chapter we have an account of the defeat of Iſrael; the 


boſs of the ark; and the manner in which the HIGINgS f this 
Bags event were received at Shiloh, 


ND the word of Samuel, his arephatital word, 
; came to all Iſrael... Now Iſrael went out againſt 
E Philiſtines to battle, and pitched beſide Eben-ezer: 
and the Philiſtines pitched in Aphek. Such havock had 
Samſon made among them, that they had been quiet near forty 
wears: but the Iſraelites now attempted to throw off their 
2 23 and encamped in the borders of their country, And 
the Philiſtines put themſelves in array againſt Iſrael : _ 
and when they joined battle, Iſrael was ſmitten before 
the Philiſtines: and they flew of the e in 1 the field | 
about four thouſand men. 
3 And when the people were come > into the camp, the 5 
* elders of Iſrael ſaid, Wherefore hath the Loxp ſmitten 
us to day before the Philiſtines ? Let us fetch the ark of 
the covenant of the Lok out of Shiloh unto us, that, 


when it cometh among us, 1t may fave us out of the 
hand of our enemies. They thought the juſtice of their 


cauſe was ſufficient to ſecure the divine favour, without con- 
1 deri ing their character; 3 but now they Would have the ark, 
C3. to 


1 Theſe * are tt disjoined from the foregoing 
chapter, they being the proper concluſion of the laſt verſe of it. 
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to which they paid a ſuperſtitions regard, and in which they 


4 placed an improper confidence. So the people ſent to Shi- 


loh, that they might bring from thence the ark of the 


covenant of the Lok p of hoſts, which dwelleth be- 
- tween] the cherubims : and the two ſons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, [were] there with the ark of the covenant 


of God. And when the ark of the covenant of the 


 Logp came into the camp, all Iſrael ſhouted with a 
great ſhout, ſo that the earth rang again, hey were heard 


a great way of; and thought themſelv es as ſure of Pegs 


as if the victory was already gained, 
And when the Philiſtines heard the noiſe of the ſhout, 
a were alarmed, believing the Tſraelites had received ſome 
acceſſion to their ſtrength ; and they ſaid, What {meaneth] 


the noiſe of this great ſhout in the camp of the 


Hebrews? And they underſtood that the ark of the 
LogrD was come into the camp. And when the Philiſt- 
ines found <hat it was, they were afraid, for they ſaid, 
God is come into the camp. And they ſaid, Woe 
unto us! for there hath not been ſuch a thing hereto- 
fore. They never heard of the ark before, and imagined the 


Ißraelites worſhipped it as their God in all their battles, and 
thought it would produce ſome extraordinary effects. Woe 
unto us | who ſhall deliver us out of the hand of theſe 


mighty Gods? theſe [are] the Gods that ſmote the 4 


Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderneſs. They 


had fought with men before, but now they muſt fight ih | 
God: they acknowledge the ſuperiority of the God of Iſrael to 


5 their gods; but, not underſtanding the ſacred ſtory, they 


thought the plague fell upon the Egyptians in the wilderneſs , 


they had general, but confuſed ideas of the fact: and recover- 
ing from their fright, their commander encouraged them, i 
| 9 1 Be ſtrong, and quit yourſelves like men, O ye | 


Philliſtines, that ye be not ſervants unto the Hebrews, 
as they have been to 70 quit yourſelves like men, 


and 3 5 


15 10 And 
a Per! haps they did this in imitation of Joſhua's attacking Jericho ; : 


but it was contraty to the divine will, who ordered that the ark 
ſhould be ſettled, and not moved about in Canain, Dent. xii. —11. 


e Phe e had often been overcome and brought into ſyb- 
_jeon by them. 
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10 And the Philiſtines fought, and = was ſmitten, 
and they fled every man into his tent: and there was a 
9 very great ſlaughter ; for there fell of Iſrael thirty 
5 thouſand footmen; God ſuffered this, to ſhow them tie 
OO &anity of their confidence in the ark, and his own diſpleaſure, 
11 They fled every man home 10 their dwellings. And the ark 
of God was taken; and the two ſons of Eli, Hophnt 
= | and Phinehas, were flain; ; thus began the Judgment of 5 
8 d upon the houſe of Eli, 
12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, 
and carae to Shiloh the ſame day with his clothes rent, 
and with earth upon his head, in the habit of a mourner in 
HE great diſtreſs. And when he came, lo, Eli fat upon a ſeat 
= by the way-fide watching: for his heart trembled for 


= | the ark of God, leſt it ſhould be taken and abuſed by the Phi- 
Tr a. litines, and God's People be deprived of the comfort of it. And 
- 3 when the man came into the city, and told it,] all the 


city cried out; they were loth to tell Eli firſt, therefore 
they went into the city, while he fat alarmed and terrified, 
trembling for their temporal and ſpiritual intereſts. Alt this 
inſtant Eli heard a dreadful fhrick and lamentation in the 
by. And when Eli heard the noiſe of the crying, he 
fail, What [meaneth] the noiſe of this tumult ? And 
the man came in haſtily, and told Eli; they ſpeedily 
15 brought the man to give him a circumſtantial account. Now 
Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were 
dim, that he could not ſee; he could not ſee the ſadneſs of 
their countenances, but only hear their cries and lamentations. 
16 And the man faid unto Eli, I ſam] he that came out 
of the army, and I fled to day out of the army; I have 
been an eye witneſs of the battle, and bring you the ſpeedieſt 
intelligence. And he ſaid, What is there done, my fon? 
17 And "the meſſenger anforered: and faid, Iſrael is fled 
before the Philiſtines, and there hath been alſo a great 
laughter among the people; and thy two ſons alſo, 
5 Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and ihe worſt of all is, 
18 the ark of God is taken. And it came to paſs, when 
hne made mention of the ark of God, it ftruck Eli to the 
heart, ſo that he fell from off the ſeat backward by the 
Hae of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for 
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he was an old man, and heavy, and therefore the leſs. able 


to help himſelf. 


19 And he had judged Iſrael forty years. And his 
daughter in law, Phinehas* wife, a pious woman, and 
of a tender ſpirit, was with child, [near] to be deliver 
ed: and when ſhe heard the ridings that the ark of 


God was taken, and that her father in law and her 
huſband were dead, ſhe bowed herſelf and travailed ; 


for her pains came upon her; from the fright occaſi oned a 
20 by theſe ill tidings ſhe fell into labour. And about the tine 


of her death the women that ſtood by her ſaid unto her, 
Fear not; for thou haſt born a ſon; they thought theſe 


 tidings would comfort her. But ſhe anſwered not, neither 


did ſhe regard [it,] /o much was ſhe overcome with grief 


21 and ſorrow; And, having recovered à little firength, ſhe 
named the child, I-chabod, ſaying, The glory is de- 
| parted from Irael : becauſe the ark of God was taken, 


22 and becauſe of her father in law and her huſband. And 


ſhe ſaid, The glory is departed from Iſrael : for the ark 


of God is taken. Alas for the glory! The loſs of the ark 


oppreſſed her pious mend. more than her rn and domeſtic 


iroubles. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T is not uncommon for men to pay. a ee = 
regard to ſacred things and ceremonial obſervances, 

while they neglect moral duties. Theſe men had a great 
reverence for the ark; they thought it would do wonders 
for them, and that there was no danger now that was come. 
Ihus in the preſent day, men boaſt of their external privi- 

- leges, and truſt to the rites and ceremonies of religion, while 

: their ſins they are diſpleaſing God, and drawing down |? 


ruin upon themſelves. They think they ſhall be ſaved by 


a fiery zeal for theſe things; while humility, piety, ad 


charity are neglected : but the inftance before us ſhows that 


ſuch expectations will diſappoint them. The ark was never 
deſigned to be a ſanctuary tor impenitent ſinners. The out- 


fide of religion will never fave thoſe who are ſtrangers to the 


ſoul and ſubKance of 1 it. Let us be cautious then, not to 


reſt 
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reſt in a form of godlineſs, while we are deſtitute of the power 


„fit. There are many who have eaten and drank in Chriſt's 
preſence, to whom he will ſay, I never knew you, depar t from 


me, ye workers of iniquity. 
2. Pious ſouls lay the concerns K God's church very 


near their hearts, and are deeply affected with its danger and 

3 calamities. This was the caſe with Eli and his daughter in 
law ; „is heart trembled for the ark. Good people are more 

concerned for the intereſts of the church, than their own 


private and ſecular affairs; they eſteem the welfare of 
Jeruſalem as their chief joy; cultivate a publick ſpirit; 


and their hearts take the alarm when they ſee iniquity 


abound, Let us ſhow our concern, by earneſt prayer and 


vigorous endeavours, to ſtand in the breach, to appear on the . 


Lord's fide, in ſupport of his cauſe and intereſt in the world, 
. We learn, that God's ordinances and preſence are the 


glory of a nation; and to loſe them is the greateſt loſs it 


can poſſibly ſuſtain. The ark was the ſymbol of God's 


3 preſence, a token of his favour to Iſrael, and that he dwelt 


among them. When they loſt that, their glory was gone. 
If a nation provoke. God to withdraw from them, to take 


his ordinances away, to remove his candleſtick from them, 


nothing can be more dreadful. And have we no reaſon to 


1 fear this ſhould be the caſe with our nation? Are not the 
goſpel and its ordinances deſpiſed? Have not we too many 
profane prieſts? Have we not much ſuperſtition, and but 


little devotion? Have we no reaſon to fear leſt God ſhould 
write upon us, Lehabod, your glory is departed? Woe to 


them from whom God departs! When he goes, the glory 


goes; and all good things go with him. We have reaſon 


3 to fear leſt he ſhould lay to his miniſters, as he did to 
= Jeremiah concerning Shiloh, ch. vii. 12—1i6., Go ye now 
unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I ſet wy name at the 
firſt, and ſee what I did to it for the wickedneſs of my people 
| ſjradl, And now, becauſe ye have done all theſe works, ſaith _ 
the Lord, and I ſpake unto you, riſing up early, and ſpeaking, but 


ye heard not; and ] called you, but ye anſwered not ; therefore 
will do unto this houſe, which is called by my name, wherein 
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os I have done to Shiloh. And I will caſt you out of my ff F ot, as 


IT have caſt out all your brethren, even the whole ſe:d of Ephraim. 
Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor 


Prayer for them, neither make intercelſi on to me, for 1 will not 


hear * 
Fl H A . I 


When 1 ark cs + token; oue wo have thought the Tfraelites 


_ evould have attempted to regain it, and loſe any thing rather 
than be deprived of it , but they had loſt all their zeal and 
courage, therefore God does it himſelf , ſhowing Iſrael that 


the ark could defend itſelf, and triumph over Dagon, the god 
55 the # £0 tines, and over the Philiſtines themſelves alſo. 


brought it from Eben-ezer unto Aſhdod, therr 


35 chief city, which lay near the ſea, and where there was a 
2 famous temple to Dagon. When the Philiſtines took the 


ark of God, they brought it into the houſe of Dagon, 
and ſet it by Dagon ; they had ſome reverence for the ark, 


and would not deſtroy or abuſe it, but brought it to their 
idols temple, as a trophy of their victory, oblained, as oy : 


thought, by the help of Dagon. 


3 And when they of Alhdod aroſe early on "hg mor- 


Py, row, behold, Dagon [was] fallen upon his face to the 


earth before the ark of the LoxD. And they took 
PDagon and ſet him in his place again. When the prieſts 
and others came early in the morning to worſhip in the tem- 
. ple, they found their god on the ground; but ſuppoſing it 
4 caſual thing, they put it up again, and took care to faſten 
4 it well, And when they aroſe early on the morrow Þ 
morning, behold, Dagon [was] fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the Loxp; and the head 
of Dagon and both the palms of his hands [were] cut off 
upon the threſhold ; this ſhows that he was thrown with 


violence, quite 16 the threſhold of the door, and broken to 


5 Pieces againſt ics only {the ſtump, « or the We part, of] 


Dagon 


ND the Philiſtines took the ark of God, and 
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5 Dagon was left to him.* Therefore neither the prieſts 


of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's houſe, tread 
on the threſhold of Dagon in Aſhdod unto this day.“ 


6 But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of 


Aſhdod, and he deſtroyed them, and ſmote them with 
emerods, [even] Aſhdod and the coaſts thereof. He 
| deſtroyed many of them by peſtilence, and thoſe that died not, 
were violently afflified with emerods, or grievous piles. See 
7 Pſalm Ixxviii. 66. And when the men of Aſhdod ſaw 
that [it was] ſo, hey ſoon found out the cauſe, and they 
_ The ark of the God of Iſrael ſhall not abide with 


: for his hand is ſore upon us, and upon Dagon our 


+ oP] They ſent therefore and gathered all the lords : 


of the Philiſtines unto them, and ſaid, What ſhall we 
do with the ark of the God of ireel ? And they 
anſwered, Let the ark of the God of Iſrael be carried 
about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of the God 


of Iſrael about [thither.] Having called a council, they 


reſolved that the ark ſhould be removed to Gath, the next 
city toward the north, ſuppoſing the preſent place Was un- 
lucky, or that there was ſomerhing offen/ive to the God of 


9 Ijrael there, And it was [{o,] that, after they had car- 


ried it about, the hand of the Lord was againſt the 
City with a very great deſtruction: and he {mote the 
men of the city, both ſmall and great, and they had 
emerods in their ſecret parts; the ſame calamity followed 


hem; many died, and others were grievouſly tormented, 
10 Therefore they ſent the ark of God to Ekron, the next 
city northward, And it came to pals, as the ark of God 


came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, ſaying, 


"They: have brought about the ark of the God of ite 


. to 


u The upper part of this idol was of Aion ſhape, 7 the 
lower like a fich, as mermaids are repreſented. Several antient : 
writers tell us there was ſuch an idol among the Phœnicians, in 
which country Philiſtia was a province. It was the Neptune of 


the antients. By this it appeared, that the Ifraelites were over- 


thrown and the ark taken, not for want of power in their God 
to deliver them, but as a puniſhment for their fin, 
This cuſtom continued many ages after, ſee Zepli. i. 9, 8 

Kip up the memory of this event. W hen any aſked the mean- 


ing of this ceremony, the anſwer would 0 Bring glory to the ps 
God of Iſrael, | 
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to us, to ſlay us and our people; not that this was their 


intention, but they feared this would be the conſequence, 


1 So they held another council, and they ſent and gathered 

_ together all the lords of the Philiſtines, and ſaid 20 them, 
Send away the ark of the God of Ifrael, and let it go 
again to his own place, that it flay us not, and our 


people: for there was a deadly deſtruction throughout 


all the city; the hand of God was very heavy there. 
12 And the men that died not were ſmitten with the 


emerods: and the cry of the city went up to heaven 
there was a great and ſore lamentation, ſo grievous Was ther 


calamity, 


R E F L E C oh 1 O N 8. 
. #2 E hive here a remarkable inſtance of the folly 


V. and ſtupidity of icclatry, What could be 
more ridiculous than the conduct of the Philiſtines, in 


Vorſhipping a god that could not help himſelf; lifting up 


their hands to him that could not lift up himſelf A poor 


god indeed, that had loſt both hands and head, fo that he 


could have neither power nor wiſdom to help them! Yet 
they continued their regard to him; yea, reverenced the 
very threſhold on which he was broken. What monſtrous 3 
folly ! What a lamentable inſtance of the corruption of 


human nature, that men ſhould be ſo beſotted! Juſtly 


might the Pſalmiſt fay concerning idols, they that make them - 
ore Aer unto them, and ſo are all they that put their truſt in them. 


. When God's hand 1s heavy upon wicked men, they 


by all methods, but the right, to get rid of their affliction, I 
The Philiſtines ſuffered greatly under the hand of God, 


They ſent the ark from one place to another, and this only 


increaſed their calamity, ſpread the contagion, and multi- 
plied the triumphs of the ark. They never thought of 
returning it, till they had tried every thing elſe. Thus 
ſinners fret and murmur under their affliftions ; they have | 
\ recourſe to company, or pleaſure, to ſome falſe principle, 
or ſuperſtitious practice, but do not return to God, Had 


the Philiſtines been led to worſhip God, it would have 


been no more than 28 have been expected; but they 


tent 
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ſent away the ark, when they ſhould have ſent away 


Dagon; for then the ark would have been a bleſſing, and 
not. a plague. But finners abhor the ordinances of God's 


1 houſe, becauſe they give them pain; they neglect his wor- 


ſhip, becauſe it calls their conſciences; they will not part 
with fin. While they are weary of the hand that puniſheth 
them, they ſtill hold faſt the cauſe of their puniſhment. 

We ſee how vain it is to contend with God; for thoſe 
whs oppoſe him will ſoon have enough of it; one plague 
ſhall come after another, Hence we learn the neceſſity of 
making God our friend, who can fo eaſily, and by fo many 
ways, humble the proudeſt finner, and the moſt powerful 15 
enemy. Happy then, are e people whoſe God is the Lord, 


CHAP, VI. 


We Fave here the difmifſion of the ark from the land of the oy 
Philiſtines; the reception of it in the land of Iſrael; and tie 
_ puniſhment of che men £ Beth eng for Heir ref ha: ond 
waa , 


4..AND the ark of the Lonb was in a the country of the 
I Philiflines ſeven months. Finding that it brought 
fr many calamities into the city, it was removed into a eld. 
They were deſirous to keep this trophy among them, and 
hoped the plague would ceaſe. But God viſited them with 
another; a prodigious quantity of mice ſpread over the 
ground, and deſtroyed the corn, which was now nearly ripe : 
then all joined in conſidering how they might beſt ſend it 
2 away, And the Philiſtines called for the prieſts and 
the diviners, ſaying, What ſhall we do to the ark of the 
Lob, to ſhow our reſpect to it, and to appeaſe that God 
| to whom it belongs? tell us wherewith, with what preſents, 
we ſhall ſend it to his place. And they ſaid, If ye ſend 
away the ark of the God of Iſrael, fond it not empty; 
but in any wiſe return him a treſpaſs offering. They had 
learned that treſpaſs offerings were uſed among the jews, 
and therefore recommended it as an acknowledgment that they 


had e the * of uy 7 br” nging the ark out of 
: their 
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their country : then ye ſhall be healed, and it ſhall be 
5 known to you why his hand is not removed from you; 
we ſhall thus ſee whether the plague was occgſioned by de. 

4 taining the ark, or not. Then faid they, What [ſhall 
be] the treſpaſs offering which we ſhall return to him? 
They anſwered, Five golden emerods, and five golden ; 

mice, [according to] the number of the lords of the _ 
 Philiſtines: for one plague [was] on you all, and on 
your lords. This was a firange offering which they propoſed, 
an image of the fwellings with which they were afjucted.* 
5 Wherefore ye ſhall make images of your emerods, and 
images of your mice that mar the land: and ye ſhall _ 
give glory unto the God of Iſrael, acknowledge that the 
plague came from hum, beg pardon for your fault, and ſeek 
Huis help, peradventure he will lighten his hand from 
off you, and from off your gods,” and from off your 
land. Some objefed to this offering, as ſhowing too great 
reſpect to the ik and as too degrading to themſelves, but 
6 the priefls exhoried them to it, Jaying, Wherefore then do 
ye harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh _ 
hardened their hearts? when he had wrought wonder- _ 
fully among them, did they not let the people go, and 
7 they departed? * Now therefore make a new cart, and 
take two. milch kine, on which there hath come no 
poke, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their 
8 calves home from them: And take the ark of the | 
| Lox, and lay it upon the cart; and put the jewels of 
gold which ye return him for] a treſpaſs offering, in 

a coffer by the ſide thereof; and ſend it away, that it 

may go. 7 his was wonderful advice, and one would think || 
could ne ver have been 5 Without a e providence 

e over- 
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* It was cuſtomary: among besthen nations, to en ee to 
95 their gods ſuch monuments as {howed the nature of the evils from 
Which they were delivered. The indians to this day, when they 
go to their idols for a cure of their diſeaſes, carry a figure f 
the member afflicted, either in gold, flver, or oper, according 5 
to their ability. 55 
„They had other pods: Fedder Dagon, and it is probable all 
the idols in the land were thrown down and broken. ; 
1 This proves that they had a general acquaintance. with che 
hiſtory of the liraelites, and how wide the knowledge of Jehovah 
was ſpread. by thoſe. miracles, | 
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overruling their minds, They heard it a dangerous 10 
look into the ark, or they were afraid of il, and therefore 
g put the offering on the ſide Hit. And ſee, if it goeth up 
by the way of his own coaſt to Beth- ſnemeſh, [then] 
| he hath done us this great evil: but if not, then we 
| ſhall know that [it is] not his hand [that] ſmote us; it 
[was] a chance | that] happened to us. If the kine draw 
the cart without ftrugglinr, and go firatght ans hgh 10 
Beth ſhemeſh, the firſt place in the land of Fudea on the bore. 


ders of the Philiſtines, and do this contrary to their natural 


inſtind, having left their calues behind, then God's hand © 

hath ſmitten Us; e 5 19 4 cance th 27 halt happened 5 
| to ONES | 
10 And the men did ſo; 1910 took two ch kine, and 
tied them to the cart, and ſhut up their calves at 
i home: And they laid the ark of the Logy upon the 
| cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and the 
12 images of their emerods. And the kine took the ſtraighnhßt 
way to the way of Beth - ſnemeſh, [and] went along the 
highway, lowing as they went, and turned not aſide [ 


the right hand or [to] the left; and the lords af the 1 
Phbiliſtines went after them unto the border of Beth. _ 
 ſhemeſh. Thus they ſent the Ijraclites this monument of their 


: ſhame and puniſhment, and of the triumpi of the God of 5 
BW 13 Iſrael over them. And [they of] Beth-ſhemeſh [were] 
| reaping their wheat harveſt in the valley: and they 


lifted up their eyes, and faw the ark, and rejoiced to 


ſes fit, eſpecially coming in fuch a wonderful manner, with- 
I out any conductor. And the cart came into a field of 
| TJoſhua a Beth-ſhemite, and ſtood there, where [there 
was] a great ſtone : * and they clave the wood of the 
cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering unto the 
 Lorp. They thought the cows ond the cart were proper to 


be uſed on this extraordinar y occaſion, and made 7 fecri= 
ice of the Whole, as a burnt offering to Gal, probably on al 
15 altar of earth. And the Levites took down the ark of 


the Log, and the coffer that [was] with it, wherein 
the 


2 This was probably tha kan dars between the Iſraelites and 
Philiſtines; it was a territory belonging to the prieſts oſtiuæ 
XX1, 16. Who were ſet apart to take care "of the ark of God: | 
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the jewels of gold [were,] and put [them] on the great 
ſtone: and the men of Beth-ſhemeſh offered burnt 


offerings and ſacrificed ſacrifices the ſame day unto the 


LORD. They put the ark to reſt upon the ſtone, and feaſted 


16. together on the peace offering, as a token of their joy. And 


| when the five lords of the Philiftines had ſeen [it,] they | 
returned to Ekron the ſame day, and reported what they 
had ſeen, Probably their plague was ſtayed, but they were not 
reformed; they thought Fehovah was greater than their 
17 gods, but worſhipped them ſtill. And theſe [are] the golden 
emerods which the Philiftines returned for] a treſpaſs 
offering unto the Lord; for Aſhdod one, for Gaza 
one, for Aſkelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron one; 
18 And the golden mice, [according to] the number of 


all the cities of the Philiſtines [belonging] to the five 


lords, [both] of fenced cities, and of country villages, 
even unto the great [ſtone of] Abel, whereon they ſet 
down the ark of the Loan: [which ſtone remaineth | 
unto this day in the field of Joſhua the Beth- ſhemite.“ 
19 And he ſmote the men of Beth ſhemeſh, becauſe 
they had looked into the ark of the Logp,* even he 
ſmote of the people fifty thouſand and threeſcore and 
ten men:“ and the people lamented, becaule the Lok . 
had ſmitten [many] of the people with a great ſlaugh- 
20 ter. And the men of Beth-ſhemeſh, acknowledging 
5 Vsn 8 5 
The treſpaſs offerings were according to the number of their 
5 cities, and each contributed to furniſh them. The ſtone remained 
when this book was written, as a memorial of this great event. 
The ark was held in great veneration; even the high prieſt 
Was to fee it but once a year, and then thro' a cloud of incenſe; 
pet theſe men ventured not only to gaze upon it, but to look 


into it; eicher to ſee whether any thing was taken out, or to vie, 


the tables written with God's hand, or ſome other ſacred monu- 
ments. The prieſts 


ſeverely puniſed. 


and many were left to lament it. I apprehend it ſhould be ren- 


wa EL” CI wer. h * 
« „ 633 
HE 1 
: — 


; ſhould have known better, and they were Jy 


© This tranſlation is very unlikely, for it was but a village, 


dered, he flew fifty out of a thouſand; being fourteen hundred in 


all who indulged this curioſity, God was ſo merciful as to flay 
only a twentieth part, or ſeventy out of fourteen hundred, It 
was an antient cuſtom when great numbers were capitally con- 
victed, to decimate them, or take every tenth; but God took 

Fs Ye e e A pr ol a ro diene 


1 SAMUEL. FE... 33 


their raſhneſs, ſaid, Who is able to ſtand before this 
holy LoR D God, and to whom ſhall he go up from us? 
We are not worthy of his n and all people will fear 
21 to have the ark among them. And they ſent meſſengers 
to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, ſaying, The 
| Philiſtines have brought again the ark of the Lord; 
come ye down, [and] fetch it up to you; they ſaid - 
nothing of the miraculous manner in which it came, nor the 
Aarau of their townſmen, but Ones to * it gone that : 


= might be ja Ja fe. 
R E F L E c T 1 0 N . 


1. H E execution of divine vengeance upon. fin- 

— ners ſhould be recollected by us, to prevent our 

= = ;ebelling againſt God, The wiſeſt part of the Philiſtines“ 

conduct, is their arguing from the plagues brought on 

| 2 Pharaoh. This ſtory, with many others in the bible, are 
7 recorded for our inſtruction. God's judgments on impenitent 

2 finners were intended that we might hear, and fear, and do 


10 more wickedly. Let us endeavour to learn by other men's 
experience, for this 1 is the cheapeſt and beſt kind of Know- 
= ledge. 2 | 


I 2. Tho! ths enemies of God's church triumph for a 
3 while, he will at length overrule all its affairs for his own 
glory. The ark was in diſgrace a long time, but here we 
ſee it came back in triumph, accompanied with laſting 
monuments of the Philiftines? diſgrace, and the glory = 
the God of Iſrael. The church often ſhines brighteſt after 
itt has been under a cloud. God can cauſe the wrath of man 
105 praiſe him, and the remainder of that wrath he will reſtrain. 
This ſhould encourage us when we have the darkeſt pro- 
- [7 pets of affairs, for he can eaſily overrule the ſchemes of 
e his enemies, for the honour and ſecurity of his cauſee. 
23. The return of God's ark and Fees, will be 
1 Vor. III. 1 . matter 


only erery e Dr. Konnioore 3 chat the original 5 
number of the men here deſtroyed, for looking into the ark, 
was not fiſty thouſand and ſeventy, but only ſeventy: agreeable 


to the Hebrew Mess. No. 3. confirmed by the Authariy of. 
JOSEPHUS, | | 
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matter of true joy to every true Iſraelite. It was fo to the . 
men of Beth-ſhemeſh ; they left their harveſt that they Þ|* 
might pay their reſpe& to this ſymbol of the divine preſence. Þ 
The ark was as glorious on a ſtone in the field, as in Solo- 

mon's temple, May we learn to value the means of grace, 


and the tokens of divine favour, and oY glory to God, who ; | 1 


continues them to us. 


. Let us learn to guard againſt. a preſumptuous curi- 
; ally y; it coſt the men of Beth-ſhemeſh very dear. Let us 
not be deſirous of knowing what God has thought proper 
to conceal, and be ſenſible that he has the wiſeſt ends in 
ſo doing. Let us not intrude into things that are not ſeen, 
remembering, that ſecret things belong to the Lord. Our 
rule of duty is plain and clear, God is jealous of his 
honour and the dignity of his inſtitutions; and therefore it 


becomes us to pay the greateſt veneration to every thing 1 


5 which belongs to him; and to ſerve him always with re- 4 
, verence and i gody fear, for 0 our Goa 4 if ; conſuming fre. 


: £ 


CHAP. vn. 


; Ie e have n an account of the ſettlement and continuance of the 
| ark at Kirjatliqearim; the reformation of the people; their 


_ deliverance from the Philiſtines; and Ju farther Hoe fer- T 
vices which Samuel did for Jſrael. 5 


N D the men of Kirjath-jearim received the Slee JF 
: that was related in the laſt chapter, and cheerfully 
| 2nd without fear came, and fetched up the ark of the 
| Loxnv, and brought it into the houſe of Abinadab in 1 
the hill, and ſanctified, or /et apart, Eleazar his fon |? 
10 keep the ark of the Loxp; not to offer ſacrifices, for | 
there was no altar or tabernacle here, that was at Shiloh; |\* 
but 10 take care of it and guard it, and attend any pious | 
2 Ijraclites who came to pay their devotion there. And it | 
425 came to PS, while the ark abode 1 in n Kirjath-jearim, | 
8 3 

© Here it was fenced; in, and preſerved from profanation, but 


was viſible at a diſtance, that pious worſhippers might 8 


their prayers to it; 1 and in this Place it was kept till David's = 
time. Pg ng | | 


—_— 


1 
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| that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and 


all the houſe of Iſrael lamented after the Logp. I was 


there in the whole about forty fix years, but it was twenty 
years before the Iſraelites took much notice of it. And then, 


being oppreſſed by the Philiſtines, and turned out of their 
cities, they began to lament their apoſtacy from God, his 4b. | 


ſence from them, and to intreat his return. 


© And Samuel ſpake unto all the houſe of Iſrael, 7 "9 


ing, If ye do return unto the Lorp with all your 
hearts, [then] put away the ſtrange gods and Aſh- 
taroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto 


the Lok, and ſerve him only: and he will deliver yon 
out of the hand of the Philiſtines. No doubt Samue! 


had often adviſed them to do this before, in a more private 
manner; but now, when he found ſome good impreſſions on 

heir , he called them together to ſtriłe in with them, 
to explain to them the nature of repentance, and the condition 
of their receiving divine mercy ;, they mult put away from 


| their houſes and their hearts all ftranze gods aud ga: defſes, : 


and prepare themſelves by ſerious conſider ation and firm reſo» 
4 lutions, and then they may depend on ſucceſs. Then the 


children of Iſrael did put away Baalim and Aſhtaroth, 


and ſerved the Lord only; there was a general reformas. : 
lion in the worſhip of God; they deſtroyed their images and 


5 allars, and ſerved Fehaval only. And Samuel faid, 


Gather all Iſrael to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you 
_ unto the Lorp, that he may accept your repentance, 
 frrengthen your reſolutions, and give you deliverance from 
pour enemies. He thought publick prayer moſt honourable to 


© God, and moſt uſe ful to them. And they gathered to- 


gether to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured [it] : 


| Out before the Logo, 10 denote their grief and deep re- _ 
pPentance, and that if their heads were waters, and their eyes 


_ fountains of tears, all would be too little to mourn for their 


_ aggravated guili; and they faſted on that day, and faid 
| there, We have ſinned againſt the Lorp, And Samuel 


judged the children of Iſrael in Mizpeh ; took upon lim 
the office of a judge from this time forward; to determine 
differences, inſiruc them in the law of God, and  puniſo 

notorious g TaDlatry, 
= 2 5 oh E | And 
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And when the Philiſtines heard that the children of . 
 Irael were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of 


the Philiſtines went up againſt Iſrael ; ſaſpecting that they 


were forming ſome ſcheme to throw off the yoke, they intended 
to come and ſurpriſe them. And when the children of Iſrael | 
heard [it,} they were afraid of the Philiſtines, becauſe 

they were unarmed and unprepared, tho“ they were never 


= 8 better prepared than when faſting and praying. And the 


children of Iſrael ſaid to Samuel, Ceaſe not to cry unto | * 
the Logd our God for us, that bs will fave us out ß 
the hand of the Philiſtines ; being afraid and aſhamed sos 
pray themſelves, they deſire Samuel to continue his prayers © 
for them, that God would ſave them according. to his en- 


couragement. 


9 And Samuel took a ſucking lamb, and offered lit J 
for] a burnt offering wholly unto the LorD:*' and 
Samuel cried unto the Log for Iſrael, and the Lon 2} 

heard him while praying, and anſwered even before tlie 

10 lamb was conſumed. And as Samuel was offering up the 

_ burnt offering, the Philiſtines drew near to battle againſt 

Irael: but the Loxp thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philiſtines, and diſcomfited them; 

11 and they were ſmitten before Iſrael.5 And the men of 

Irjtrael went out of Mizpeh, and purſued the Philiſtines, = 2 
and, taking up the arms which the Philiſtines threw away in 

rg their glu, ſmote them, until [they came] under Beth- 

aar, à firong garriſon, © Thus Samuel's prophecy of their 

ſucceſs upon their repentance, was fulfilled. Compare Ecclus. 

12 Xlvi. 16, 17. Then Samuel took a ſtone, and ſet [it! 
between Mizpeh and Shen; he /et it up as a memorial of 
his victory, gained in the ſame Place where they had been 


vanquiſhed by the Philiſtines, and the ark taken from them, 


and called the name of it Eben-ezer, that is, the ſtone 
of help, ſaying, Hitherto hath the Loxp helped us; ex- 
 prefſing thankfulneſs for paſt een, and wed that he 


| would 80 6 on and ae te 
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. 
50 = 
5 | 3 


15 Tho? 1 was not a prieſt, yet, bal a prophet, this was ; 


allowable upon ſuch an extraordmary occaſion, 


s According to Hannah's prophecy, there was thunder d. 
hailſtones; and Joſephus ſays, an eee, ſo chat = fled 


with great Precipitation. 
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13 So the Philiſtines were ſubdued, and they e came no 
more into the coaſt of Iſrael: and the hand of the LoRD 
was againſt the Philiſtines all the days of Samuel. They 
did not return while Samuel was judge alone; but in Saul's 
14 time they returned again. And the cities which the Phi- 
liſtines had taken from Iſrael were reſtored to Iſrael, ' 
from Ekron even unto Gath ; and the coaſts thereof 
did Iſrael deliver out of the hands of the Philiſtines; 
they recovered their rights and cities, except a few ſtrong 
holds where the Philiſtines kept garriſons. And there was 
peace between Iſrael and the Amorites; he other in- 

_ habitants of Canaan aurſt not fir againſt them when the 
 Philiſlines were ſubdued, 
15 And Samuel judged Iſrael all the days of his life, 
16 partly alone, and partly with Saul, And he went from 
year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and 
 Mizpeh, and judged Iſrael in all thoſe places, making 
up. differences, teaching the law, and puniſhing offenders. 


| 1 And his return [was] to Ramah; for there [was] his 


houſe; and there he judged Iſrael ; ; and there he built 
an altar unto the Lox p. God having not yet declared 
where the ark ſhould be fixed, when the people came to con- 


ſüult about important affairs and ſeek direction, it was proper 


to do it by ſacrifices, as v. - thus rc and the woe : 


- 5 C were e ſupported. 


REFLECTIONS. 
15 Ti is a happy thing to ſee thoſe who have apoſtatized 


from God, and been indifferent to. him and relie 


gion, begin to be forry for their fins, and to return to him. 
Iſrael had loft the ark many months; when it returned, 

it lay in obſcurity on the borders of the Philiſtines 3 only on 
a few ventured to pay their reſpects to it ; but at length a 
national reformation took place ; and they began with = 
menting their folly, and enquiring how they muſt return 
unto the Lord, An happy time indeed was this to Iſrael! 

And nothing can be more agreeable to a pious mind, than 

to ſee thoſe who have forgotten God, and lived without 
him, been inſenſible of his * and unconcerned about —— 
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his glory and favour, beginning with grief and concern to 
enquire after him, and to be uneaſy till they have recovered 
his favour, Would to God this were more frequently ſeen 


in our days! and that one and another were aſking the way 
10 Zion, with their faces thitherward! „ 


- 


2. If we defire to be approved of God, and to obtain 
his favour, our repentance muſt be ſincere and genuine; 
ve muſt prepare our hearts, by cloſe reflection on our paſt 
conduct. We muſt think on our former ways; turn from 
every fin, particularly from that which moſt eaſily beſets us. 
Me muſt diſmiſs every idol that has twined about our 
hearts. No man can ſerve two maſters. We muſt not tole- 
rate any known fin, but renounce every one, Without 
this we ſhall only affront God, injure ourſelves, and make 


our condemnation the more aggravated. 


celebrate his praiſes, and be careful to remember his 


_ works, as a motive to ſerve him faithfully, and improve 
the privileges and bleſſings which he continues to us. 

4. How happy was Iſrael under the government of ſuch 
a pious, active, generous man, as Samuel was, who ad- 
- miniſtered juſtice ſo faithfully ; who took ſo much pains to 
travel thro? the land of Iſrael, to promote righteouſneſs 
and peace; and who kept up the publick exerciſes of re- 


| ligion, We ſhould eſteem it an happineſs that we live 


under a good government; that we have judges who go 
their ſeveral circuits to judge our Iſrael; and that we have 
the means of religion continued among us. Theſe are great 
mercies, and God ſhould be acknowledged as the author of 
them. We ſhould earneſtly pray for judges and magiſ- 


trates, that they, like Samuel, may be able men, men of 


3. National deliverances ought ſolemnly to be com- 
memorated, and the glory of them given to God. Samuel's 
raiſing theſe ſtones, ſuggeſts to us, that care ſhould be 

taken to perpetuate the remembrance of ſignal appearances 
of providence in our favour; and tho' God does not anſwer | 
by thunder .and lightning, or in any extraordinary way 
baffle our enemies, till it is his doing; and we ſhould 


e 


N 
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CHAP. VII. 


7 he Iſraelites, on account of the ill government of Samuels ſons, 7 
etition to have a king: God direfts Samuel how to aft; he 
faithfully tells the people what they muſt expect from o one; but 
They obſtinately perſiſt in their determination. _ 5 
11 ND it came to paſs, when Samuel was old, that 
1 he made his ſons judges over Iſrael; he found 
the labour of going the circuits was too great, therefore 16 
appointed his ſons to be his deputies, and fixed them in the 


| 4 2 ſouthern parts of the land. Now the name of his firſt 


born was Joel; and the name of his ſecond, Abiah : 


2 1 3 [they were] judges in Beer-ſheba, And his ſons walked 


not in his ways, but turned aſide after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment, they behaved wickedly, 

4 thro* covetouſneſs and the love of money. Then all the 
elders of Iſrael gathered themſelves together, and came 
to Samuel unto Ramah, 10 remonſtrate in a reſpeftful 


= 5 manner concerning their grievances, And ſaid unto him, 


| Behold, thou art old, and thy ſons walk not in thy 
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the na- 
tions. This was a very fooliſſi concluſion ,, for tho Samuel 
was ola, he was as fit to counſel and govern as ever; and 
had he known his ſons did ill, he would no doubt have 
choſen others in their place. But the chief reaſon was pride; 
4 poor prophet in a mantle was too mean for them; they 
wanted more pomp and magnificence, officers, and a guard, . 
and to make a figure among the nations. 
6 But the thing diſpleaſed Samuel, when they aid, 
= Give us a king to judge us, as it was ungrateful to him, 
after all the deliverances they had received thro his means. 
And Samuel prayed unto the Lory for direction what to 
7 do in this caſe, And the Loxp ſaid unto Samuel, Heark- 
en unto the voice of the people in all that they ſay unto. 
| thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I ſhould not reign over them. Samuel 


was diſpleaſed, but God told him that He had more reaſon to 


be fo, for they had in falt rejected him as their king; he had 
| ed as ſuch in liues paſt, making their laws, chooſing their 


R 
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governors, direfling in all difficult caſes, "TY war and 
peace, and thus ordering all thoſe things, which in other ſtates. 
were left to their king. Thus it appears that their government 
8 was a theocracy. According to all the works which they 
have done ſince the day that I have brought them out of 
Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forſaken 
me, and ſerved other gods, ſo do they alſo unto thee, 
it is their old way; they have choſen other gods to worſhip, 7 
g no wonder they now want another ruler. Now therefore 
hearken unto their voice, let them have their own way, 
and a king like the nations about them : howbeit yet proteſt 
ſolemnly unto them, and ſhow them the manner of the 
king that ſhall reign over them, what difficulties and 
Mavery they may be brought into; that they may be without 
excuſe, and have no one to blame but themſelves.” _ 
10 And Samuel told all the words of the Loxp unto 
11 the people that aſked of him a king. And he faid, 
_ This will be the manner of the king that ſhall reign over 
 _ you; he will take your ſons, and appoint [them] for 
| himſelf, for his chariots, and [to be] his horſemen ; 
and [ſome] ſhall run before his chariots z they /hould not 
be treated like free-born ſubjecis, but be made guards and 
footmen, to look after his horſes, and run before his chariots, 
12 And he will appoint him captains over thouſands, and 
_ captains over fifties; and [will ſet them] to ear his 
ground, and to reap his harveſt, and to make his in- 
ſtruments of war, and inſtruments of his chariots. He 
will have military officers higher and lower, and will ſet them | 
to plough and reap his corn when they ſhould be in their own | 
„ and jet them all to hard labcur of one kind or another. 
And he will take your daughters [to be] confectionaries, F 
and {to be] cooks, and [to be] bakers; employ them in 
| fervile work without any wages, or only ſuch as he pleaſes, Þ 
adAud in places where they will be likely to be enſnared and 
15 14 corrupted. And he will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and your oliveyards, [even] the beſt [of 
them, and owe (tem) to his ſervants z 3 Take your 


eftates 


h They had 1 not ſenſe enough to aſk ws a wiſe and gecd king, 
but one ike the naticns about them, who were all a bitrary P1111 « 
ces and lock. a one they ſhould have. 8 8 
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eſtates by force, and give them to his hungry courtiers and 


15 favourites, And he will take the tenth of your ſeed, 


and of your vineyards, and give it as a ſalary to his 
officers and to his ſervants, This was a heavy burden, as 
a tenth alſo was given by the law of God to the Levites. 


16 And he will take your men- ſervants, and your maid- 


ſervants, and your goodlieſt young men, and your 
aſſes, and put them] to his work, whatever becomes of 


17 your own, and hs#wever that is nglefed. He will take 


the tenth of. your ſheep: and ye ſhall be his ſer- 
vants; you ſhall loſe the liberty and privilege of free-born 
Iſraelites, and live in a ſervile and flaviſh condition. As 
they would be like the nations in grandeur, ſo they ſhould be 
like them in miſery ; and all this was fulfilled, for they had 
many bad kings in Fudah, and not one good one in Iſrael. 


18 And ye ſhall cry out in that day becauſe of your king 


which ye ſhall have choſen you; and the Logp will not 
hear you in that day, but juſtly leave you under the heavy 
_ yoke ye have choſen for your ſelves. 


19 © Nevertheleſs the people refuſed to obey the voice of 


Samuel; and they ſaid, Nay ; but we will have a king 
over us; they cared not how Samuel himſelf reſented it; 
they would have a king, be the conſequence what it would. 


20 That we alſo may be like all the nations; and that our 


king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our 
battles. God had fought their baitles under Samuel and the 
former Judges, and always with ſucceſs ; but now they caſl 


21 off God's care. And Samuel heard all the words of the 


people, and he rehearſed them in the ears of the Lok p. 
Je Lord knew all this; but Samuel did it for his own vin- 


22 dication, and as a foundation for his prayers. And the 


Lob ſaid to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and 
make them a king. And Samuel faid unto the men of 
Iſrael, Go ye every man unto his city, God will give you 
BT king in his own time. Indeed it appears from the law of 


Moſes that God intended to give them a king, and had they 


waited a little longer they would have had a good one; but 
now he left them to their own hearts luſts, and they ſuffered 
s aware bh for it, See Hoſea xili. 2851 114. 
; 5 . 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E. T us reflect, with ſorrow, on the Jegetieracy of 
the children of good and uſeful men. Samuel had 
been employed to deliver a threatening meſſage to Eli, and 
had ſeen the calamities of his family; and we might con- 
clude from hence, as well as from the temper he expreſſes, 
that he took good care in the education of his own children. 
He no doubt prayed with them and for them, and ſet them 
a good example; but they did not follow it, they forſoołxæk 

the good way; power and authority ſpoiled them. Being 
too ſoon their own maſters, and having the overſight of 
others, corrupted their morals, Inftances of this melan- 3 
choly nature we often ſee or hear of. SamuePs ſons per- 
haps behaved well, or elſe they had never been made 

Judges. Thus, many children, who begin well, and who 

promiſe fair, when they get abroad from under the eyes of ix 

their parents, become vicious, and the companions of fools, * 
| Preferment and power have ſpoiled multitudes, who in 

Inferior ſtations might have kept their integrity, Parents 
ſhould learn from hence, to keep a watchful eye over their 
children; eſpecially in that dangerous time of life, when 
they are ſetting out in the world. They ſhould not enter- 
tain too ſanguine hopes of them; but follow them with 
their inſtructions and prayers wherever they go. 
2. Let not good magiſtrates and miniſters wonder that 
they are treated ill, or even rejected and affronted ; fince 
God himſelf often is ſo. God tells Samuel he muſt not | 
think it range and hard that he was rejected, for Jehovah © 


| himſelf was ſo; this was a reaſon why he ſhould bear ſuch 
ingratitude and obſtinacy patiently. God bears wonderfull 


with ſuch provocations, therefore we can have no reaſon to 
complain. Rather let us commit our cauſe to him, who (as 
appears from the inſtance before us) intereſts himſelf in 
the indignation offered to his ſervants and prophets; and 2 
will repay their labours of love, tho' men ſhould reject 3 
them ever ſo much, and treat them ever ſo ill. 
. God deſires not the miſery of his creatures, but would 
have them to be ee and Rappyr” He was wing to 
let 
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let this people know the power of a king, before he would 
change their form of government. Thus he deals with 
ſinners; before he gives them up to their own hearts? luſts, 
he gives them fair warning what will be the iſſue of their 
deſires and purſuits; ſets life and death before them; lets 
them know the worſt ; ſo that if ſinners periſh, they have 
none to blame but themſelves. This deſerves thankfully to 
be owned, as an inſtance of divine compaſſion and mercy ; 
and it ſhould deter ſinners from porluing. evil ways, and 
lead them to repentance. 
4. See the great miſery of an arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment. We have reaſon to be thankful that our's is not 
ſuch. This is the way of heathen kings; this is the way of 
ſome who are called chriſtian kings; they invade the liberty 


and property of their ſubjects, and make ſport with their 


lives. What a wretched land muſt ſuch an one be! Let us 


bleſs God for our liberty and ſafety; that our properties 


are ſecure; that our children are not torn from us by vio- 
lence; that we can eat of the labour of our hands, none 


making us afraid. This is owing to the care and goodneſs 


of God to us. Let us be thankful for our freedom as 
Britons; for our good conſtitution; for wiſe and righteous 
princes. The lines are fallen to us in Preajent Places; and we 


have a goodly heritage. 


5. See the great folly of an . untractable ſpirit: 


They would have a king at all adventures, tho? they knew 


what fort of a one he would be; they would indulge their 


pride, at the expenſe of their liberty. Strange infatuation _ 
and ſtupidity ! They knew not when they were well; were 
net ſenſible of their happineſs ; and forgot all the miracles | 
that had been wrought for them, They would have a king, 


with all the pomp. and grandeur of an eaſtern monarch, 


7 imagining this would be a greater honour to them than a 


theocracy. This is the caſe with ſinners, they will not have 
this man to reign over them, They chooſe the world and the 
fleſh for their ſovereigns, tho? they are hard maſters ; their 
government is terrible, and their wages 1s death. They 
chooſe without thought and reflection, and, as in the in- 
ſtance before us, their ſudden reſolves, and haſty concluſions 
make work for long and bitter repentance. Let not ſin 
reigh 
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7 e are now entering on the hiſtory of Saul. 
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reign in our mortal bodies, that We Jrouia obey it in the tuft 


thereof. 
6. How fooliſh and miſerable müſt they be, who imitate 


bad examples becauſe they are e The Iſraelites 


would have a king like other nations: they would not 
be ſingular, and differ from them, tho' their ſingularity 


was their glory. Thus men follow a multitude to do evil; 
tho' there is no readier way to fin and ruin, than doing 


fo, and choofing that which is the way of the world. Thoſe 
that ſhare in their ſins, muſt ſhare in their plagues, May 


we guard againſt a diſpoſition ſo fatal, and yet fo com- I 


mon. Let us dare to be ſingularly pious, and ſteady 
in our adherence to God, tho? all men ſhould forſake him. Lit 


this be the determinate reſolution of each of us, Let 
others do what 8886 will, as 5 me and my . We e Will 


 ferve the Lora, Fs 
c H A p. IX. 


Wie have in this 
chapter an account of his family, the circumſtances that 
| brought him to Samuel; of what paſſed between them; and 

a intimation of the divine will to Saul. 


1 OW there was a man of Benjamin, whoſe name 


"the ſon of Bechorath, the ſon of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a 
"= man of power, of great courage and ſtrength, rather 


than ſubſtance, the the tribe of Benjamin had a very con- 


 faiderable inheritance, the whole being divided between ſix 
2 hundred men. And he had a fon whoſe name [was] Saul, 

a choice young man, and a goodly : and [there was] 
not among the children of Iſrael a goodlier perſon than 


he: from his ſhoulders and upward [he was] higher 
than any of the people; a very perſonable, tall, 7 55 / 
3 3 denden man.* And this piles of Kiſh Saul's father were 


| loſt. 


1 8 writers 8 kings for thoſe qualities, The 
| Lacedemonians fined one of their kings for marrying a woman 
af low ſtature, leſt they ſhould not ave kings but my 9 1 
to reign over them. 


[was] Kiſh, the ſon of Abiel, the ſon of Zeror, 
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JT 
loſt. And Kiſh ſaid to Saul his ſon, Take now one of 
the ſervants with thee, and ariſe, go ſeek the aſſes. 
Probably Saul had the care of them; they were valuable 
creatures, and a conſiderable part of their ſubſtance : Rings 

4 and great men uſed to ride upon them. And he paſſed 
through mount Ephraim, and paſſed through the land 

of Shaliſha, but they found [them] not; then they paſl- 

ed through the land of Shalim, and [there they were! 
not; and he paſſed through the land of the Benjamites, ; 

5 but they found [them] not. [ And] when they were come 
to the land of Zuph, the country where Raman lay, Saul 
ſaid to his ſervant that [was] with him, Come, and let us 

return; leſt my father leave [caring] for the aſſes, and 
take thought for us, et we ſhould be loft, or ſome evil 

6 have befallen us. And he, the ſervant, ſaid unto him, 
Behold now, [there is] in this city a man of God, 

and [he is] an honourable man; all that he ſaith cometh 
{urely to paſs : now let us go thither; peradventure he 

can ſhow us our way that we ſhould go. The ſervant had 

only heard all this by common fame he knew nothing of 


e theref ore propoſes to go to him. Then 


faid Saul to his ſervant, but, benold, [if] we go, what 
ſhall we bring the man? for the bread 3 18 pert 1 in our 
veſſels, and [there is] not a preſent to bring to the man 
of God: what have we? And the ſervant anſwered 
Saul again, and ſaid, Behold, I have here at hand the 
fourth part of a ſhekel of ſilver, about jevenpence half. 
Penny of our money < [that] will I give to the man of 


88 


; 9 God, to tell us our way. (Beforetime in Iſrael when a 


man went to enquire of God, thus he ſpake, Come, 
and let us go to the ſeer: for ſhe that is] now [called] 


10 a Prophet, was beforetime a a Seer.) T hen ſaid 


Saul | 


„ Some think it was a ign of A 1 mind to conatale " ve 


—Þ prophet on ſuch a trifling bufineſs; bat this is groundleſs. The 
Prophets were indeed ſet apart for weightier buſineſs; but there 


are ſeveral inſtances of their condeſcending to give advice in mat- 
ters of leſs importance; and one reaſon ſeems to be, that God 
was deſirous to keep his people from conſulting wizards and 
idols, the gods of the heathen ; and further, by ſeeing the pro- 
phet's words come true ia leſſer inftances, they would be engaged 
0 believe him in greater and more aparte ones. 
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Saul to his ſervant, Well ſaid ; Come, let us go. 
they went unto the city where the man of God [was.] 


[And] as they went up the hill to the city, they found 


young maidens going out to draw water, and ſaid unto 
them, Is the ſeer here? And they anſwered them, and 


ſaid, He is; behold, [he is] before you: make haſte 


now, for he came to day to the city ; for [there 1s] a 


ſacrifice of the people to day in the high place; proba- 


bly ſome peace offerings or thank offerings : after which there 


| was a feaſt at the hill, where the tabernacle was, and on 


13 


. 14 


the altar that Samuel built; and if they made haſte they 


would meet with him before his ſacrifice began, As ſoon as 
ye be come into the city, ye ſhall ſtr aightway find him, 


before he go up to the high place to eat: for the peo- 


ple will not eat until he come, becauſe he doth bleſs the 
ſacrifice, conſecrates it to the ſervice of God by prayer and 
thankſgiving ;, [and] afterwards they eat that be bidden. 
Nov therefore get you up; for about this time ye ſhall 


find him before he goes up to the high place. And they 


went up into the city: [and] when they were come into 
the city, behold, Samuel came out againſt —— for 


to go up to the high place. 


— 5 


55 27 


act 


then, and ftill is cuſtomary in the eaſt, never to approach their 


prince, or prieſt, or any perſon of eminence, without ſome offer- 
10g. See the caſe of Saul in ch. x. 27. 


Now the Lory had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, revealed it to him by the fo ft. _ 


16 gentle influences of his ſpirit, ſaying, To morrow about 
this time I will ſend thee a man out of the land of 
Benjamin, and thou ſhalt anoint him [to be] captain 
cover my people Iſrael, that he may ſave my people out 
of the hand of the Philiſtines, who had now oppreſſed 

' them for forty years, and often made inroads upon them: | 
for 1 have looked upon my people, becauſe their cry is - 
come unto me, T have heard their complaint concerning 
the oppreſſion of their enemies, and had compaſſion upon 
them. And when Samuel ſaw Saul, the Lokb ſaid unto 
him, Behold the man whom J ſpake to thee of! this 
ſame 
4 This "OY been ridicutcd 1 PR TR I as if the prophet 


was no better than a conjuror or fortuneteller, who would not 


without a fee, But this ariſes from ignorance, for it was 
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ſame ſhall reign over my wier or, as the Hirew 


 ſenifies, reſtrain my people with abſolute power, as other 


18 kings do. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, 
juſt as he was coming out of the city, without any attend. 


ants, or enſigns of honour, juſt lite a common perſon , and 
Saul ſaid, Tell me, I pray thee, where the ſeer's houſe 
19 [is?] And Samuel anſwered Saul, and faid, I [am] the 


ſeer : go up before me unto the high place; for ye 


ſhall eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let thee 


go, and will tell thee all that [is] in thine heart; 


Saul muſt firſt go with him to ſacrifice, and feaſt on the g 
| 20 remainder: And that he might go cheerfully and have his 


mind at caſe, he adds, as for thine aſſes that were loſt 


three days ago, ſet not thy mind on them ; for they 


are found. And on whom [is] all the defire of Iſrael © 


Ils it] not on thee, and on all thy father's houſe ? A 


Iſrael defired a king, and none ſeemed jitter for it than 
21 Saul, And Saul anſwered with a deal of modeſty, and 
ſaid, [Am] not I Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the 
tribes of Iſrael? and my family the leaſt of all the fa- 


milies of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then ſpeakeſt 


thou ſo to me? Perhaps he thought Samuel was only in 

22 jeſt, And Samuel took Saul and his ſervant, and 

brought them into the parlour, and made them fit in 

the chiefeſt place among them that were bidden, which 

| [were] about thirty perſons, I ſeems that Samuel, Enoco- 
ing of Saul's coming, had prepared this feaſt to entertain 

- 2 on the occaſion; and to ſhow that he did not envy Saul, 


e put him in the moſt honourable place at the table, among 


the principal perſons of the city, and alſo honoured the ſer- 

23 vant for the maſter's ſake. And, as it was cuſtomary to 
have a meſs for every gueſt, Samuel ſaid unto the cook, 
Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which ! ſaid 
24 unto thee, Set it by thee. And the cook took up the _ 
ſhoulder, and that] which [was] upon it, ſomething to 
render it more agreeable, as a token of reſpect, and ſet 


[it] before Saul. And [Samuel] ſaid, Behold that 
which is left, or reſerved for thee by my appointment | ſet 


lit] before thee, [and] eat: for unto this time hath it . 


been kept for thee fince + ſaid, 1 have invited the 
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people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day; ; and he 
might perceive, by this intimation of Samuel, that what he 
did was by divine direction. It ſeems the feaſt was bed in 
ſome building near the tabernaclle. 
25 And when they were come down from the high place 
into the city, [Samuel] communed with Saul upon the 
top of the houſe, of his own houſe ; here Samuel would 


probably tell him of his own willingneſs to reſign, and of 


26 his future advancement. And they aroſe early : and it 


came to paſs about the ſpring of the day, that Samuel 
called Saul to the top of the houſe, ſaying, Up, that! 
may ſend thee away. And after Samuel had given him 


ſome further advice, Saul aroſe, and they went out 
27 both of them, he and Samuel, abroad, [And] as they 
were going down to the end of the city, Samuel ſaid to 
Saul, Bid the ſervant paſs on before us, (and he paſſed 
on, ) but ſtand thou ſtill a while, that I may ſhow thee 


the word of God, and that what I do is by divine direc- 1 
tion. But he did this privately, that the people might not | 
think it was a contrivance between Saul and Samuel, or 9 


that 14 Was Samuel 5 choice, and not ds 


s we ſhall have hut little good to learn from the 


character of Saul, we muſt make the beſt of it. And | 


Dd 0 young people learn to be diligent, dutiful, and 


tender of the reputation of their parents. The family of 
Gaul, tho' in ſome reſpects mean, were wealthy; yet 
this choies young man was brought up to be diligent. He | 
was willing to go after his father's beaſts that were loſt, and | 
Was unwilling to ſtay longer than was neceflary, leſt he 
ſhould grieve him. All young people ſhould deſire to be 2 
employed, and ſhould conſult the intereſt of their parents; © 
be willing to ſubmit to what may ſeem a mean office, if it be | 


for their advantage; and do nothing that will grieve or 
make them uneaſy; too many children do this, when they 
run out without their knowledge, or ſtay beyond the time 


allowed; it is very ungrateful, and what no dutiful child- 


ren will dee 


2. Ten | 
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2. Learn from the example of Saul, to take advice, even 
from inferiors. He payed a regard to what his ſervant 


ſaid, becauſe it carried reaſon with it. He did not bid him 


hold his tongue, and aſk, Who made him a counſellor? 
Wiſdom and piety do not always go by rank and fortune. 


Servants may ſometimes ſee further than their maſters; and 


as their advice ſhould be given with reſpe& and deference, 
it ſhould be received without any haughty airs; eſpecially 
when their advice is ſuch as will be of ſervice to our beſt. 


intereſts. 


3. Let us learn, from the example of Samuel, how _ 
! reaſonable and proper it is to bleſs our meat before we eat 


it. The maidens told Saul it was SamuePs conſtant cuſtom 
to bleſs the ſacrifice ,, that is, not only to pray over it while 


it was actually offering, but to bleſs that part of it which 
was to be eaten; and the people had ſo much piety that 


they would not eat till he came to perform the ſacred office, 


This is a reaſonable duty, and we ſhould do it as prieſts 
and prophets in our own houſes ; tho? it is peculiarly decent 
for God's miniſtering ſervants to do it when they are pre- 
ſent, But let none neglect it, nor perform it in a few, 
haſty muttering words, which have no meaning, and in 
which thoſe who are preſent cannot join. God may juſtly 
withhold his bleſſing, when we have not the grace to alk _ 
for it; and better not aſk it at all, than do it in a trifling 
or profane manner. Every creature of God is good, if it be 


received with thankſpiving. 


| 4. There is ſomething very graceful in the manner in 
which Samuel treated Saul, and reſigned the government to 


him; and it gives us an high idea of the character of this 


great and good man. Inſtead of envying Saul, and look- 


ing churliſhly upon him, he made a feaſt; honoured him 


with the chief place; ordered him a choice morſel, and told 
him the news of his preferment. Truly good men never 
envy thoſe whom God raiſes above them. They are not 
& ambitious of honour; and are willing to lay it down when 
= God pleaſes. Thoſe make an idol of honour, who grudge 
the promotion of others. John rejoiced concerning Chriſt, 


ſaying, He ſhall increaſe, but I ſhall decreaſe. „ 
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CHAP. No 


TI this chapler Samuel antints and inftru?; Saul, and gives 
heim three fins; the ſigns are accompliſhed ; and Saul s 
, on king by lot. 2 = 

H E N Samuel took a "hal of oil, and poured E 

[it] upon his head,” and he kiſſed him, in toten 

of his complacency in the divine choice, and of reverence 
and ſubjection, (Pſalm ii. 12.) and faid, [Is it] not be- 
cauſe the Lokp hath anointed thee [to be] captain over 
his inheritance? 7 be a commander in war, a deliverer 
and protector of his inheritance ? and in token that this was 
2 done by divine authority, he gave him three figns. When 
thou art departed from me to day, then thou ſhalt find 
two men by Rachel's ſepulchre in the border of Benja- 
min at Zelzah; and they will fay unto thee, The aſles 
which thou wenteſt to ſeek are found: and lo, thy 
father hath left the care of the aſſes, and ſorroweth for 
3 you, ſaying, What ſhall I do for my ſon? Then ſhalt 
thou go on forward from thence, and thou ſhalt come 
to the plain of Tabor, and there ſhall meet thee three 
men going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying three 
kids, and another carrying three loaves of bread, and 
4 another carrying a bottle of wine: And they will ſalute 
| thee, and give thee two [loaves] of bread ; which thou 
_ ſhalt receive of their hands, Ir would confirm his faith 
in the divine appointment, when he found humſelf thus 
honoured even by flrangers, doing him homage, as if they 
5 had already known him to be the king. After that thou 
| ſhalt. come to the hill of God, where [is] the garriſon of 
the Philiſtines:“ and | it ſhall come to paks, when thou 
| art 
m T TAY was a very antient . ge as appears om Jotham? 5 para- | 


ble two hundred years before, when the trees went forth to anoint 


a king. It was a fign that God would pour out upon him ſome 
| extraordinary meaſure of his ſpirit. 


n Bethel was a celebrated place in Jacob's time, where God ap- 


peared to him, The tabernacle aud the ark ng ſeparated, they 
uy now uſed to ſacrifice in high places, 


_ * This was probably Gibeah, (ch xiii. z.) a place where pious 
people uſed to come on ſolemn occaſions to be inſtructed, and 


where Hl 
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4 
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1 come thither to the city, that thou ſhalt meet a 
company of prophets coming down from the high place, 


where they have been to ſacrifice, with a pfiltery and a 
tabret, and a PPE, and a harp before them; and they 


6 ſhall propheſy :? And the Spirit of the Log will come 


upon thee, and thou ſhalt propheſy with them, and 


| ſhalt be turned into another man. This was the higheſt 


and moſt convincing aſſurance that he was choſen by di- 


vine authority, he ſhould immediately be affiſted to compoſe 
bymns to the honour of God, or join in their pſalms and 
melody, which he had never learnt, and be quite another 
man, have a ſpirit of extraordinary prudence and cou- 
7 rage, and other qualities fit for a king to poſſeſs. And 


let it be, when theſe ſigns are come unto thee, [that] 


thou do as occaſion ſerve thee; for God [is] with 
thee; fear not to undertake any ſervice for the good of 
Iſrael, for God will be with thee, and give ſucceſs againſt 

3 all its enemies. And thou ſhalt go down before me to 
Gilgal ; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to 

offer burnt offerings, [and] to ſacrifice ſacrifices of 
peace offerings: ſeven days ſhalt thou tarry, till I come 


to thee, and ſhow thee what thou ſhalt do. 


9 And it was [ſo, ] that when he had turned his back = 
do go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and 
all thoſe ſigns came to paſs that day; he had no longer N 


the heart of an huſbandman, but of a general, or prince; 


— 1 — of wa but Jighting the . and de- 
2 Auvering 


where there was a college or 1 for che zoftruQion of youth 
in the knowledge of God's law, and to train them in the 


exerciſes of piety. 


P Propheſying ſometimes enten, not ts foretelling future | 
events, but pronouncing in a ſublime and edifying manner about 


divine truths, and preaching to the people. Here it ſignifies 


Praiſing God with inſtruments of molick and linging., See. 1 Chiron. 


= Xxv. 3. 


4 Gilgal was a famous place n near i Jordan and the 1 Rones, 


Some ſuppoſe that he was to ſacrifice there ſeven days; others 
apprehend this refers to What happened near two years after, ſee 
ch, xiii, I rather think it was a ſtandipg rule which Samuel gave 
him, that in all difficult caſes he ſhould go to Gilgal, and ſend 
tor Samuel, who would meet him there, to conſalt with him, and 
aſk counſel of God; but that he ſhould wait ſeven days, to wy - 


his n and obedience, ang to curb his rah and haſty ſpirit; 
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lvering Iſrael, A ſpirit of wiſdom and courage came upon 
him, which afterwards, for his fins, was taken away. 

10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold a com- 
pany of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came 

upon him, and he prophefied among them, he ſung the 
Praiſes of God, and ſpoke of divine things beyond tus natural 

iI ability. And it came to paſs, when all that knew him 
beforetime ſaw that, behold, he propheſied among the Þ 
prophets, then the people ſaid one to another, What 

lis] this [that] is come unto the ſon of Kiſh? It is 
range to ſee him employed in a way quite different from 
tis education and former courſe of life. [1s] Saul alſo 

12 among the prophets? And one of the ſame place an- 

ſmered and ſaid, But who [is] their father? Is it not God 
who makes prophets, and who can beſtow his gifts on 
any one? Therefore it became a proverb, when any |. 

OO man ated beyond expefation, [1s] Saul alſo among the 3 

2M 3 prophets ? ? And when he had made an end of prophe- | 
ſying, he came to the high place. This gift was only for 

4 ſhort time, and he then went to the high place to thank 

Cad for the honour done him, and to pray for wiſdom to 

14 manage his truſt faithfully. And Saul's uncle faid unto 
him and to his ſervant, Whither went ye? And he ſaid, 

Io ſeek the aſſes: and when we ſaw that [they were! 

1 5 nowhere, we came to Samuel. And Saul's uncle ſaid, 

16 Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel ſaid unto you. And i 

1 Saul ſaid unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the aſſes 

were found. But of the matter of the kingdom, where- 


of Samuel ſpake, he told him not, Jeſt he ſhould ſeem to = 


have been ſeeking the crown, or they ſhould envy him; aud 
 efpecially as Samuel thought fit to keep it a ſecret hitherto. = 
17 And Samuel called the people, the elders and heads of 
ET " tribes, together unto the Lorp to Mizpeh, 1% com- 
memorate God's former favours to them at the pillar called 
18 Ebenezer; (ch. vii. 5.) And ſaid unto the children of 
I Irael, Thus faith the Loxp God of Iſrael, I brought 
up Ilrael out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
3 9 kingdoms, [and] of them that oppreſſed you: And ye 
have this Gay reins your God, who himſelf ſaved you 
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= out of all your adverſities and your tribulations ; and 

= ye have ſaid unto him, [Nay,] but ſet a king over us. | 
' | Now therefore preſent yourſelves before the Logp by ; 
pour tribes, and by your thouſands. He reminds them _ tO 
\ of #heir folly and fin in rejecting God, who had raiſed them | 
„ #2 judges and deliverers; and, knowing their diſpoſition to | 
= pe intrigue, or not to ſubmit to his choice, he directs | 
hat lots ſhould be caſt to know whom God had choſen ; he | 
15 therefore calls them by their tribes and their thouſands, 

_— tribe being divided into a thouſand, as our counties are 


RK 
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20 into hundreds, And when Samuel had cauſed all the : 
* tribes of Iſrael to come near 10 the place where the lot was 
drawn, in the preſence of their elders and heads, the tribe 
21 of Benjamin was taken. When he had cauſed the tribe 
of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family 
of Matri was taken, and Saul the ſon of Kiſh was 


: taken: and when they ſought him, he could not be : 1 
found; le abſented himſelf, either becauſe he thought Nu 3 
vas unfit, or to eſcape the envy of his neighbours; and _ — 


cConſidering the preſent perilous ſtate of Iſrael under tie 
22 oppreſſion of the Philiſtines. Therefore they enquired of 
= the Lonp further, probably by the high Prieſt and the 
= ephed, if the man ſhould yet come thither. And the 
Z Loxzp anſwered, Behold, he hath hid himſelf among 
z the ſtuff, he baggage, or furniture of the tent, And they 
nan and fetched him thence : and when he ſtood among 
= the people, he was higher than any of the people from 


5 | 24 his ſhoulders and upward, And Samuel faid to all the 
5 people, See ye him whom the Logy hath choſen, that 
| 1 [there is] none like him among all the people? Here is 
„ ſuch a one as you wiſhed for; let your own eyes be Judges; 3 | 
f = he not a brave man, who hath majeſly and grandeur in his + 
„very countenance and ſtature? And all the people ſhouted,  _ 

1 „ ſaid, God fave the king, or, as in the Hebrew, Let Dy 


f X 2 5 the king live, let him have a long and proſperous reign, Then 
Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, 


it 

e and wrote Ui] in a book, and laid lit! up before the 
72 4 © The lot was at four times; firſt N the vibe af Yenjamin, Fa 
1 ſecond for the family of e ns for the houſehold of Ruth, 5 


and fourth for Saul, 


54 SAMUEL. X. 


Lofp. And Samuel ſent all the people away, every 
man to his houſe. He explained the duties of a king and his 


 ſutjefts ; particularly, what was in the ſaw of Maſes i 15 
this head, and probably added other particulars. 


26 And Saul alſo went home to Gibeah, and lived pri- 
vVuately there till God ſpould call him to take tlie publick ad. 


miniſtration of affairs upon himſelf; and there went with 
him a band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched; 


ſome ſtout, valiant men, whom God inclined to follow him as 
27 his life-guard, But the children of Balial, ſome lerod, 
profane fellows, who hated all gover nment, and perhaps were 


e, ſome great family who deſpiſed the mean:!eſs of Scl“ 
| kenſe, iaid, How ſhall this man fave us? And they 


delpiſed him, and brought him no preſents, as was 
culſicmary to the king, eſpecially at his acceſſion, and in token 


of their ſubjefion and joy. But he held his peace, oF; he 
Was as though he had been deaf. This cw the cj ett of the 


ſpirit of prudence which was given him; it world have been 
weary OT to have 1 85 fas regs. with an act of 


85 A. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Js 8 this i 18 the firſt account of the prophets 109 hate L 
. fy companies, we may here reflect upon the wiſdom | 
of God in appointing this order of men, and thoſe ſeminaries 
for their inſtruction. We read of ſeveral colleges : Bethel, 
Jericho, Gibeah, and Noioth in Ramah, of which Samuel = 
vas preſident, and probably founded them. The prieſts | 
and Levites were appointed to teach the law, and to judge 
and decide in controverſies ; but as a great part ot their 
time was taken up about the tabernacle, and as they were 
perhaps ready to lay too preat a ſtreſs on thoſe rituals in 
which they were concerned; therefore prophets were ordain- 
ed to be a check upon the prieſts, and to be guardians of 
the ſpiritual or moral part of the law; as the prieſts were 


of the ceremonial. Prophets were trained up, by a long 


courſe of ſtudy, temperance, and diſcipline, to be preachers 
of righteouſneſs; and to receive upon extraordinary occa- 


ſions the Ty or the ſpirit, Ged gen crall y choſe pro- 
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phets out of ſuch as were educated in theſe colleges. The 


preſidents were called fathers, or maſters. Here, it is 


generally thought, they ſtudied, not only the law, but muſic, 
arithmetic, aſtronomy, and other ſciences. that qualified 
them the better for the ſervice of God, and the inſtruction 


of the people. This was a very wiſe inſtitution; let us be 


thankful that we have ſuch among us; and pray for the 
= ſchools of the prophets, that from theſe. fountains, ſuch . 
ſtreams may iſſue forth, as ſhall make glad the city of our God, 


2. Thoſe whom God raiſes up for any ſer vice ſhall be 


qualified for it; Saul had another heart when he was 
anointed king. God proportions our abilities to the duties 
to which he calls us; we have therefore the higheſt reaſon 
to follow the leadings of his providence, and to truſt in 
him at all times; then we ſhall find, that as Our day ts, % 
will our ſtrength be. 85 
3. From the different treatment eh Saul met with 5 
from his ſubjects, we may reflect upon the different manner 
in which men are affected toward our bleſſed Redeemer, 
God's anointed ſon. Some pay him homage, bring him 
'F preſents, and yield their whole ſelves to him. It becomes us 
all to enquire whether we are among the number of thoſe 
who are diſpoſed to reverence him; and are become his 
dutiful ſubjects, If we are, it is becauſe God hath touched _ 
our hearts, and let him have the praiſe, Others will not 
have this man lo reign over them; they deſpiſe him, diſtruſt 
his power, and reject his authority, For a while Chriſt may 
hold his peace; but he will not always do it; in the end 
they ſhall all be brought forth, and ſlain before him. Re- 
member, Chriſt is God's anointed ſon ; he has choſen him 
do reign over us, and to reign for ever. Kijs the ſon, there- 
= fore, left he be angry, and by periſh from the — . when has. 
8 17 rath is Rindled Mat. a lille. e „ 
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This chapter inſ or mms 1 of the extremity to dich the inhabitants 
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of Fabeſh were reduced; of their deliverance by Saul, and ie 
confirmation of him in the government, wilh the con, ent of all 
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monites. 


make an attack upon this place, 


1. SAMUEL, "Xn 


camped againſt Jabeſh-gilead : * and all the men 
of Jabeſh {aid unto Nahaſh, Make a covenant with us, 


and we will ſerve thee: hey agree to be his ſubjefts and pay 


tribute, contrary to the command of God to make no covenant 


2 with thoſe accurſed nations. And Nahaſh the Ammonite 


anſwered them, On this [condition] will I make [a 

_ covenant] with you, that I may thruſt out all your right 
eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all Iſrael ; a bar- 
 barous, reproachful condition, both to themſelves and to all 


3 Ijrael, only fit for flaves and cowards lo comply with. And 


the elders of Jabeſh ſaid unto him, Give us ſeven days 
reſpite, that we may ſend meſſengers unto all the coaſts 
01 dan and then, if there be] no man to ſave us, we 


will come out to thee. They were afraid Saul could not, or 


would not help them; but they were reſolved to try, and 


. Nahajh, from a fooliſh confidence 1 in his frength, Love them | 


lime to do ſo. 


4 Then came the meſſengers to Gibeah of Saul, and 
told the tidings in the ears of the people: and all the 
people lifted up their voices, and wept, out of compaſſion 


for their brethren, deſpair of their relief, and fear for them- 


ſelves; they were relations to them, for the Benjamites had 5 
5 their wives from thence, And, behold, Saul came after the 
herd out of the field; and Saul ſaid, What [aileth] the 


people that they weep ? And they told him the tidings 


of the men of Jabeſh, After his election (ch. x. 24.) he 


retired again to his private capacity, till ſome fit opportumly 
offered 1jelf for him to aſſume the throne and royal dignity , in 


the mean time the management of affairs was left to Samuel. 
0 6 And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard 


| thoſe tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. He 


N ound a fir ong impulſe 6n his mind, and great courage and 
e to all like ilie Zing of Ljraet, He was angry at 


Nahaſh, 


5 * This city lay W 1 on the borders of the Am- 


and were in hopes that Iſrael would not help: them, therelore they 


HE N Nahaſh the Ammonite came up, and en- 


It had formerly been deſtroyed, and had but few inha- 
bitants. The Ammonites had proclaimed war againſt them belorc 

this, which was the reaſon why they deſired a king, fee ch. xii. 12. 
Probably they had now heard that ſome were diſaffected to Saul, 
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Nahaſh, at the mean ſpirit of the people of Fabeſh, and 


7 at Ijrael weeping. And he took a yoke of oxen, and 
hewed them in pieces, and ſent [them ] throughout all 


the coaſts of Iſrael by the hands of meſſengers, ſaying, 


Whoſoever cometh not forth after Saul and after 
Samuel, fo ſhall it be done unto his oxen. And the 
fear of the Loxp fell on the people, and they came out 


with one conſent : as the fight of the eyes affects more than 


a bare report, he accompanied his threatenings with a part 
f the on. He adds the name of Samuel, to engage theſe to 


come who might not have regarded himſelf ; and God was 


* to poſſeſs the hearts of the Iſreclites with a fear of 
8 offending him, ſo that they came after him. And when he 
numbered them in Bezek, the children of Iſracl were 
three hundred thouſand, and the men of Judah thirty 


thouſand. Perhaps Fudah is mentioned ſingly, to ſhow 


their readineſs 10 ſubmit to a king who was of a tribe much 


meaner than their own, or pecauſe of their precedency in all 


95 affairs, both civil and military. And they ſaid unto the 


meſſengers that came, whom they kept till they ſaw what 
ſucceſs they ſhould have, Thus ſhall ye fay unto the men 
of Jabeſh-gilead, To morrow by (that time] the ſun 


be hot, ye ſhall have help. And the meſſengers came 


-- ang Hand [it] to the men of Jabeſh; and they were 
10 glad. Therefore the men of Jabeſh ſaid, To morrow 
ve will come out unto you, and ye ſhall do with us all 


that ſeemeth good unto you, if help does not come accord= 


g to v. 3, the hopes of which they conceal, in order to make 
11 he Ammonites more ſecure. And it was [ſo] on the mor- 
vo, that Saul put the people in three companies; and 
they came into the midſt of the hoſt in the morning 
Vatch, and flew the Ammonites until the heat of the 
"vs the Iſraelites on three . des, and the men of Jabeſſi on 
_ the fourth, ſo that they were completely hemmed in: and it 
came to paſs, that they which remained were ſcattered, LE: 
fo that two of them were not left together; hey gained gi 


_ 6 complete vickory: and thus God eſtabliſhed Saul's authority, 


The inhabitants of Fabeſi-gilead remembered and requited : 


bo . kindneſs long after, chi. xxxi. 11—13. 


And the people {aid unto Samuel, Who (is) he that 


Jad 


| 
| 
=Y 
| 
1 


58 . MEL. XI. 
ſaid, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we 
may put them to death. Samuel ettended the army to en. 
courage and animate the Iſraelites ; and the people wid before 
had borne the contempt thrown upon Saul without any reſent. 
ment, new, charmed with his valour and prudence, would 
12 have the ojjenders all put to death, And Saul, with great 
wiſdom and clemency, ſaid, There ſhall not a man be put 
to death this day, we will not have a aay of joy and 
Triumph ftained with ſer verily, or with an at thai ſhall cauſe 


mouruing among Ie peoptz ; tor to day the Lond, in great 


er, hath wrought falva ation in 1irael, herefore let 115 
imitate the divine compaſſion and goodnæſs. 


14 Then ſaid Samuel to the people, Come, and let us 


go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there, Samue/ ſeizes 
_ the opportunity to confirm Salli in the Ki, dom, and took the 

People l Gilpal, a place convenient for tietnhabitants on both 
des of Jordan, in order to renew the covenant between Saul 
gend the people concerning the Ae and inſtall him publickly 
155 and folemuly into it. And all che people went to Gilgal; 


and there they made Saul king before the Logp in Gil- 
gal; and there they ſacrificed lacrifices of peace offerings 
before the Lok D; they owned and accepted lum for their 
king by general conſent, and anointed him publickly, (which 
was done only privately befare, and performed ail other ſo- 


lemmities requiſite for his inauguration z and there Saul and 


all the men of iſrael rejoiced greatly, gave God thanks for 


ſleir victory, and i the happy ſettlement * ihe Ae 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


- ſoon ſee the contr ary. 


2. The fear of God is the 05 eſt princi ple, as it will 
make men couragecus, ret cute, a and publick ſpirited. v. 7 


The 


E Ke in Saul, an \ example of a N magiſ- 
trate and Tales. He was diligent in his own 
private «fairs, and concerned for the welfare of Iſrael. He 
bad, in this inſtance, courage and reſolution, attempered 

with much mildneſs, How happy | is it when theſe good 
qualities meet! How well would it have been for himſelf 
and for Iſracl, if he had continued ſo; but, + Alas [ we ſhall Y 
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1. SAMUEL. XII. e 
T he fear of God fell on them, and that induced them to 


obey the king's ſummons, pity their brethren, and come 
immediately to their relief. Religion makes men good 


ſubjects, good ſoldiers, and true friends to their country. 


Let us cultivate this principle in ourſelves, and teach it to 


our children, if we with them to be publick bleſſings; and if 


we wiſh them to lead quiet and peaceable lives, we muſt teach 


them to love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the king, 
3. We ſee here, how fickle the diſpoſition of mankind i 


hat little dependence is to be placed on their applaule, og 


how little we ſhould be affected by their contempt. Many 


deſpiſed Saul; and many of thoſe who adhered to him faw 


him deſpiſed, without reſenting it. But great ſucceſs made 
great alterations in the affections of the 1 no ſooner. 
was he victorious, than every one was for Saul, and acainit 


his enemies; every one was the friend of him w ho prof ered. 
in his way. This inſtance, and many others in the holy 


{criptures, teach us to ceaſe from man, and never to lay any 


ftrels on the enjoyment or want of popular applauſe, for it 
is eaſily gained, and as eaſily loſt. Let it be = ambition 
to ſecure the honour which cometh from Goa, tor s loving 


Kindneſs i. is better than hfe, 


— 1 


c H A pP. X II. 
. coſe of the loft chapter left the all abba of the fates at 2 34, val, 


" where Saul was made king by univerjal conjent. Ile  SCHuek 


reſi gu the got vernment, and attempts 10 make the Pecſ ie pPeni 


tent and religious; he appeals 10 them concer; 111 the equity of 
is adminiſtration, and ſets before them their in gratitude; his 
 exhortations are enforced by a remarkable fign, and they are 


encouraged to hope ; in God's mercy if hey are noi rebellicus, 


A * ar 3 CE A N 5 MT ! 
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ND Samuel ſaid unto all Iſrael, Behold, i have 


themſelves that God was pleaſed with their reque/t, beceuſe 
| he had given them a iD and 175 / nan a viclomy. Samuel 


embraced | 


hearkened unto your voice in all that ye ſaid 
unto me, and have made a king over you. The people 
were tranſported with joy at having a king; and fiauered 
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embraced this opportunity to convince them of their miſtake, 
and that this favourable circumſtance was not owing to their 
2 piety or politicks, And now, behold, the king walketh 
before you, to rule and govern you: and I am old and 
greyheaded, and have reſigned cheerfully, without envy or 
diſcontent ; and, behold, my ſons [are] with you as pri- 


vate per ſons, reſponſs ble for any mal-adminiſtration : and 1 


have walked before you from my childhood unto this 


day, diſcharged my place faith fully, as a Levite, a prophet, 


before the Loxp, and before his anointed ; putting 
honour upon Saul in making himſelf accountable to him. Then 


offering himſelf to be tried, and his whole adminiſtration 


examined, he deſires the people to ſpeak freely, without any 


check or reſtraint : Whoſe ox have I taken? or whoſe 
_ aſs have I taken? or whom have I defrauded ? whom 


have I oppreſled ? or of whoſe hand have I received 


| [any] bribe to blind mine eyes therewith, hat I ſhould 
mot diſcern what was right and juſt; or diſemble, as if I did 
| not ſee it? and ] will reſtore it you, and make full ſatis- 
by faction. And they ſaid, Thou haſt not defrauded us, 
>" Nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken aught of any 


man's hand; they acknowledge that he had been an upright 


3 and had done nothing amiſs , which they ought to have 
5 applauded him for. And he ſaid unto them, The Lozp 


lis] witneſs againſt you, and his anointed [is] witneſs 


this day, that ye have not found aught in my hand. 


5 And they anſwered, [He is] witneſs; they bore this 


leſtimony in the preſence of God and the king. Thus he Vin 


dicated his own character and conduct; ſhowed them their 


folly in deſiring a king ;, gave a good example and a uſeful | 
e Hen to Saul; and could more boldly reprove them Then hats I 


own innocence was thus publickly acknowledged. 


6 And Samuel ſaid unto the people, [It is] the Loxb 
that advanced Moſes and Aaron, and that brought 
your fathers up out of the land of Egypt, that ſet them 


in part of the land, condutted them to Jordan, appointed 


Joſhua to be their leader, and promiſed them ſucceſs. He then 
7 gives them a ſhort hiſtory of God's mercy to them, Now 
theretore ſtand ſtill, that! may reaſon with you before 


-- the 


] witneſs againſt me 
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the Lozp of all the righteous acts of the Lord, which 
he did to you and to your fathers. When Jacob was 
come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the 
Lox, then the Logp ſent Moſes and Aaron, which 
e. forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made 
them dwell in this place. And when they forgat the 
Lord their God, he ſold them into the hand of Siſera, 
captain of the hoſt of Hazor, and into the hand of the 


Philiſtines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and 


they fought againſt them; heir ſin was the cauſe of all 
their calamities, and not any 22 in the government of their 


10 judges, And they cried unto the Logp, and faid, We 


have ſinned, becauſe we have forſaken the Lon, and 


have ſerved Paalim and Aſhtaroth: but now deliver us 


cout of the hand of our enemies, and we will ſerve thee, 


11 


Such were their prayers and promiſes when under affliction. 
He then reminds them of their deliverance , And the Logp 
ſent Jerubbaal, hat is, Gideon, and Bedan, probably this 


Das Samſon, who was a man of Dan, ) and Jephthah, and 


Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your 


2 


enemies on every ſide, and ye dwelled ſafe. And when 
ye ſaw that Nahaſh the king of the children of Ammon 


came againſt you, ye ſaid unto me, Nay; but a king 


| ſhall reign over us: when the Logp your God (was 
your king. They would not ftay till God raiſed them up a 


judge, or a deliverer, or till he commanded Samuel to fight, 


13 but would have a king. Now therefore behold the Fine 


whom ye have choſen, [and] whom ye have defired ! 


14 and, behold, the Loxp hath ſet a king over you, 1 


ye wil fear the Lokp and ſerve him, and obey his 
voice, and not rebel againſt the commandment of the 
Lonp, for you are flill on your good behaviour, then ſhall 
both ye and alſo the king that reigneth over you continue 


following the Loxp your God; who will be your leader, 


guide, and protector, and you ſhall be ſafe and happy under 
his care; otherwiſe your enemies will till oppreſs you, and 


or 15 Jour bing Al: not be able to ie you, But if ye will not 


obey 


© It was common to have two names, one of which was taken 
from the place they came from, or ſome 0: het remarkable cir- 
cumſtance. 


62 


16 


17 


18 


people faid unto Samucl, Pray for thy ſervants unto 
the Loxp thy God, that we die not, Jef the fruits of the 


L SAMUEL Mt. 
obey the voice of the Logy, but rebel againſt the com- 
mandment of the Lokp, then ſhall the hand of the 


Lord he againſt you, as {it was] againſt your fathers, 
Mow therefore ſtand, and ſee this great thing, which 


the Lon will do before your eyes, /e will give you 
a viſible demonſtration of the truth of what I have ſaid; you 


ſhall ſee it is not the language of a weak old man, but of a 
inſpired prophet, Is it] not wheat harveſt to day 3 


fine, clear day, when there is no Vketthood of rain; yet, 
<what you know is not uſual at this ſeaſon, 1 will call unto 


the Lok, and he ſhall ſend thunder and rain; that ye 


may perceive and fee that your wickedneſs [ is] great, 


which ye have done in the fight of the Logo, in aſking. 


you a king; that you may ſee God's power and knowledge, 
and his diſpleaſure againſt you, and that he could as eaſily 


puniſh you as he did the Phliſtines by thunder © thus you will 
fee your folly in rejefling him and his prophets, w , have B 


fuch intereſt with him. 


indeed deſtroy them, and that Samuel would not intercede for 
them : i therefore they earnejily beg his prayers. And all the 


earth be utterly deſtroyed, and our per ſons conſumed : for we 


have added unto all our fins [this] evil, to aſk us a king. 
They Were not Jenf: ible of this before, but now they are brought 


lo repentance and humble acknowledgement of their guilt, 


Is 


21 


22 


And Samuel ſaid unto the people, Fear not: ye 
1 done all this wickedneſs: yet turn not aſide from 
following the Loxp, but ſerve the Lok D with all your 

hearts; do not deſpair of recovering the divine favour : 
And his is the beſt and only way of doing it; turn ye not 


aſide 10 idols: for [then ſhould ye go after vain 
things,] which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are 
_ vain, miſchievous, and deſtrufive, are not able to ſave you, 

and will expoſe you to the diſpleaſure of God. For the Logp 
will not forſake his people, for his great name's ſake, his 
honour would 7 ers. as if le Was on a bn or ann: it is 


not 


So Samuel called unto the Lozp : "and the 1540 Tent 
thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly 
| feared the Lozp and Samuel; they feared left God ſhould 
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ol for at any merit in you, but all of God's free g grace aud mercy, 
becauſe it hath 1 pleaſed the Los o to make you his people. 
23 Moreover as for me, tho* I have been highly diſobli ed, aud 
ill requited, yet God forbid that J ſhould fin agaiuſt 
the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you : but I will teach 
you the good and the right way, Iwill pray for and direct. 


21 you as long as 1 live, Only fear the Loa b, and ſerve him 


in truth with all your heart, with dilipent care and fled- 
faſt reſolution, otherwiſe all my prayers and injuruttion wil 
anſwer no end: for conſider how great [things] he hath 


= done for you, conſider his great goodneſs in not 10% 7 


25 you, but ſettiag a king over you, But if ye ſhall {till d 


Voickedly, neither my prayers, nor Saul's courage, 7 


be of any avail, for Ve ſhall be conſumed, both ye and 
your king, 


REF LECTIONS. 


W 1.) E learn Ae hence; that it is our duty to : 


have in ſuch a manner, as that we may be able 
to We to God and men for the integrity and unblameable. 

neſs of our conduct. This ſhould be the care of all, more 
eſpecially of thoſe in ſuperior ſtations, as magiſtrates, miniſ- 


ters and parents. Let us herein exerciſe ourſelves, to keep a 


conſcience void of offence ; and when we come to review life, 
we ſhall have comfort in ourſelves and the approbation of 


= others. A good conſcience makes a man confi:lent ; he 


dares put himſelf upon trial, and challenge all the world. 
To have the good word of our neighbours, that we have 
lived honeſtly and ſoberly in the world, will be our comfort 
under contempt and ſlights; which old people, when their 
days of ſervice are over, too often meet with. Loet our 


E whole conduct be fo open, fair, and good, that we may be 
able at the cloſe of life to ſay, wich the apoſtle, Ye are wit. 


neſſes, and God alſo is m * wet how unblameable [ have : 
walked among you, 
2. It is a duty which we owe to ourſelves, to our own 
comfort and uſefulneſs, to vindicate our reputation and to 

keep a good name. Samuel knew his own private failings, 
but was willing his publick conduct ſhould be cleared and 
vindicated, T 


ll 64 1. SAMUEL, XII. 
ji vindicated, and the teſtimony of Iſrael to it nid, This 
was very different from courting eſteem and begging ap. 
Ws plauſe, As a good name is valuable, and better than great 
1 reiches, we oughtt to be ſolicitous about it, and endeavour to 
= roll away every reproach which may be thrown upon it, to 
remove every ſuſpicion and aſperſion, and to finiſh our cow]; 
coil honour, as well as with ũ . 
3. Let us not conclude any way to be right becauſe we 
proſper in it. The Iſraelites had a king given them at 
their requeſt; but in that their wickedneſs was great, and 
their requeſt diſpleaſed God. If men inereaſe their fortunes 
by indirect ways, by oppreſſion, fraud, ſmuggling, gaming, 
and the like, it is no argument that theſe things are lawful, 
or that God will connive at them. Providence may ſeem 
to ſmile upon practices which the law of God forbids. 
Therefore let us look well to the principles on which we 
act, and the ends we purſue; and ſee to it that the means 
be upright and juſtiſiable. God may grant our requeſt, but 
ſend along with it leanneſs and a blaſt. In his anger he 
may make the greateſt proſperity of fools to deſiroy them. 
4. The calamities we have paſſed thro? and the deliver. 
ances afforded us, ſhould be remembered, to- promote our 
humiliation and gratitude. If we recolle& what fins we 
have committed, the dangers with which we have been ſur- 
rounded, and what deliverers have been raiſed up, we ſhall 
find that God has done great things for us in anſwer to our 
Prayers; that we have reaſon for humiliation on account of 
our ſins, which have expoſed us to God's diſpleaſure, and 
on account of our ſmall improvement of his favours; and 
for thankfulneſs for the kind appearances of providence for 
us; for God's prophets, who remind them of theſe things, 
and reaſon with them about them as rational creatures, 
capable of thinking, reflecting, and judging. Let us never 
forget the goodneſs of God to us in theſe inſtances. 
5. Tho! men ſhould diſoblige us and treat us ill, we arc 
to do them all the good in our power, as Samuel did. We 
| ſhould abhor the thought of returning evil for evil, and of 
neglecting any method of doing good to thoſe by whom we 
have been neglected or flighted. To neglect prayer for 
5 the 8 even of our enemies, and thoſe who deſpiſe 
| us, 
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1. SAMUEL XIII. — "oy 

5 us, is 2 fin againſt God. Good men are afraid of fins of 
| omiſlion, and chriſtians are under peculiar engagements to 
S love their enemies, to bleſs them that curſe them, and to do good 

to them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute them; and thus, not 
= be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 15 
6. We learn, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but An is 
ie reproach of any people. The drift of Samuel's farewell ſer⸗ 
mon was, to impreſs this upon the minds of the people; to 
engage them to ſerve God and obey his voice. Let it "oY 
be our care, as Britons, to obey the divine law, to manifeſt 
in our own conduct, and to promote in others, publick 
virtue; Zo ſerve the Lord in truth and righteouſneſs. This, in 
dme natural courſe of things, ſecures proſperity, and ob- 
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"I Th 


1 WW tains the blefling of heaven. And if this be not our cha- 

. WW rafter, we ſhall be conſumed; the wiſdom of our admini- 

© WW firations, the courage of our princes and commanders, will | 
Ss I all be vain; our government will be a bleſſing to us, if we | 
t are obedient to God; otherwiſe, our deſtruction will be 

e inevitable. Thus Samuel exhorted the Iſraelites, and it 


vill be our duty and intereſt, to cultivate practical religion 4 
and ſerious godlineſs, as the only way to ſecure the continu= + | 
ance of national bleſſings and the ſalvation of our own ſouls. _ | 
8 The Lord will be with you, while you are with him ; but If you 

I ſo nw 0 him, he will caſt ”= of for ever, 


11 
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1 E © 

* I this chapter v we have the beginning of a war between the 

_ lſraelites and Philiſtines; Saul's treſpaſs, and SamuePs re- 

* proof of him ; the inſolence of the Phil Dees: 3 and the —_— 
ch 5 You. | 
Wt A UL reigned one year; it was one e year / F; mee he | 
re KJ was choſen king by the Lord in Mizpeh ; he was 

Ve the ſon of a year, as in the Hebrew; the day of his in- 

of  auguration being conſidered as his birth day: and when 

ve 2 he had reigned two years over Iſrael, Saul choſe 

or him three thouſand [men] of Iſrael ; [whereof] two 

iſe _ thouſand were with Saul in Michmaſh and in mount 


Vor. 1 SE Seth. el, 
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Beth-el, and a thouſand were with Tocaichan in Gibeah 
of Benjamin : and the reſt of the people he ſent every 
man to his tent; theſe were ſufficient for his guard, and 19 


keep the country in peace. 
3 And Jonathan ſmote the garriſon of the Philiſtines 


that [was] in Geba, and the Philiſtines heard [of it.] 
And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, ſay- 
ing, Let the Hebrews hear. This is the firſt time we read 
of fonathan, whoſe charatter was very amiable, bath as a 
warrior and a friend. Tho” the Philiſtines were ſubdued by 


Samuel, yet they ſtill kept ſome garriſons. The firſt ſtep to rid 
the country was to get poſſeſſion of theſe, Jonathan began. 
| The Philiſtines declared war; and Saul ſent meſſengers thro 


Tjrael to inform them of this victory, for their encourage- 
ment, ana to ſummon them to Gilgal, where Samuel had 


4 appointed a rendezvous. And all Iſrael heard ſay, [that] 


Saul had ſmitten a garriſon of the Philiſtines, and 
[that] Iſrael alſo was had in abomination with the Phi- 


liſtines. And the People were called together after Son 
to Gilgal. 


5 And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together to 


fight with Iſrael, thirty thouſand chariots, and ſix 
thouſand horſemen, and people as the ſand which [cis] 
on the ſea ſhore in multitude : and they came up, and 
pitched in Michmaſh, eaſtward from Beth-aven, 


6: When the men of Iſrael, who had no chariots or horſes, 


ſawꝛ that they were in a ſtraight, (for the people were 
greatly terrified and diſtreſſed) then the people did hide 
themſelves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and 
in high places, and in pits; this was very cowardly, 


7 conſidering their late ſucceſs againſt the Ammonites. And 


| [ſome of] the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of 
Gad and Gilead, eaſtward, the Philiſtines were in the weſs. 
As for Saul he [was] yet in Gilgal, and all the people 
followed him . at the Seght of ſuch a Prodegiess 

"ay before hem. 
8 And 


Both the Syriac and Arabic \ copies 657 three thouſand chariots; 


and this ſeems more likely than thirty thouſand. Nor were theſe 


three thouſand all fighting chariots, but probably carriages for the 
baggage and to take away the 0 they! ee 
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3 And he tarried ſeven days, according to the ſet time 


that Samuel [had appointed,] (ch. x. 8.) but Samuel 
came not to Gilgal ill toward the latter end of the 
| ſeventh day; and the people were ſcattered from him, 
when they ſaw Samuel did not come to adviſe on this dan- 
gerous ſituation. He delayed his coming till the laſt day, 
9 to try Saul's faith and patience, And Saul faid, Bring 
hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. 


N 10 And he offered the burnt offering. And it came to 


 paks, that as ſoon as he had made an end of offering 
the burnt offering, and before he began to offer the peace 
Mering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to 
meet him, and that he might ſalute him, 


11 And Samuel ſaid, What haſt thou done? An exreſ on 


of concern and reſentment for his diſobedience to God's orders. 
And Saul ſaid, Becauſe I ſaw that the people were 
ſcattered from me, and [that] thou cameſt not with- 
in the days appointed, and [that] the Philiſtines ga- 


Z 12 thered themſelves together at Michmaſh ; Therefore 


ſaid I, the Philiſtines will come down now upon me to 

Gilgal, and I have not made ſupplication unto the 
| Lord: I forced myſelf therefore, and offered a burnt. 
offering. Saul here makes a very poor excuſe. He ſaw his 
ſoldiers deſerting, and apprehended that Samuel might be Pre- 
vented from coming; he therefore ventured to offer a ſacri- 
fice, tio much a gainſt his own inclination, leſt the enemy 
ſhould come and Het them before he had made ſupplication 
to God. The burnt offerings were attended with prayer, they 


1g were a kind of humble ſupplication, And Samuel ſaid to 


Saul, by Vis prophetical authority, Thou haſt done fooliſh- 
. thou haſt not kept the commandment of the Loxo 
thy God, which he commanded thee; it was not my com- 
mand, 2 the command of Feliovali, that thou ſhouldſt wait 
for me: for now would the Logo have eſtabliſhed thy 5 
kingdom upon Iſrael for ever, hat is, for a long time, 


as the word often ſignifies, ſo long as thou and thy poſterity 


g 114 ſhall continue, But now thy kingdom ſhall not continue 


in thy family: the Lok hath ſought him a man after his 
own heart, and the Logp hath commanded him [to be] 


8 5 2 „„ captain 
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captain over his people, becauſe thou haſt not kept 
[that] which the Logpd commanded thee." 


15 And Samuel aroſe, and gat him up from Gilgal unto 


Gibeah of Benjamin: and Saul numbered the people 
that were] preſent with him, about ſix hundred men; 
theſe had neither fewords nor ſpears with them, only bows, or 
ſlings, or clubs; the reſt of his company had fled for fear, v. 
16 6, 7. And Saul, and Jonathan his ſon, and the people 
[that were] preſent with them, abode in Gibeah of Ben- 


17 jamin: but the Philiſtines encamped in Michmaſh. And 


the ſpoilers came out of the camp of the Philiſtines in 
three companies: one company turned unto the way 


18 [that leadeth to] Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: And 


another company turned the way [to] Beth-horon : and 
another company turned [to] the way of the border that 
looketh to the valley of Zeboim toward the wilderneſs; 
the Philiſiines ſent out three parties to ravage the country, 


19 Now the reaſon why they made theſe inroads ſo eaſily was, 


that there was no ſmith found throughout all the land 
of Iſrael: for the Philiftines ſaid, Leſt the Hebrews 


20 make them] ſwords or ſpears: But all the Iſraelites 


went down to the Philiſtines, to ſharpen every man his 
ſhare, and his coulter, and his ax, and his mattock.“ 

21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, 
and for the forks and for the axes, and to ſharpen the 
goads, when they were grown blunt, that they might be fit 
for agriculture. There was plenty of braſs and iron in Ca- 
naan, but they were forced to work at the Philiſtines forges, 


22 So it came to pals in the day of battle, that there was 


neither {word nor ſpear found in the hand of any of the 
people that [were] with Saul and Jonathan: but with 


= Saul and with Jonathan his ſon was there found. Ty 


Fw OO oor wo of _ introduce 
This was only a conditional threatening; God would do ſo, 


if he was not more obedient for the future; and this appears 
by Samuel's going along with him to his place of abode. He 
In had charged Saul with acting fooliſhly ; this might have been for- 


given; but in cl. xv. 23—26, we find he was abſolutely rejected 


for diſobedience; and is there charged, not only with folly, bu: 
ne eee 

This was during their oppreſſion in the times of the judges, 
(2 Kings xxiv. 14. Judges v. 8.) Porſena obliged the Romans by 


covenant, to uſe no iron but for tillage. 
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. SAMU EE. XII. 69 

introduce the ſtory in the next chapter, it is here added, 
23 And the garrifon of the Philiſtines went out to the paſ- 
ſage of Michmaſh, hat they might hinder them from at- 
tacking the garriſon; here they lay in a convenient paſs, and 

were ready to attack the Iſraelites if they ventured out. 

REFLEC TIO NES. 

1. XI/ E ſee how ill men ſometimes judge for them- 
VV felves, and to what ſtraights they are brought 
when they will have their own way, and not follow the. -” 
leadings of providence. The Iſraelites would not have God | 
and Samuel to govern them; they thought a king would 
do wonders ; that nothing could ſtand before him. But 
here we ſee them in a wretched ſituation, flying and trem- 
bling, under great dread and ſlavery, Samuel had no need 
of ſuch weapons as ſwords or ſpears; thunder and lightning | 
had been his; from which even their king could not ſave | 
them. Now they ſaw, or might have ſeen, their vain con- 
fidence. They needed God's help as much as before, May | 
ve learn to ruſt in the Lord with all our hearts, and not lan 
0 cur on mann. 5 
2. We learn, that all breaches of the divine commands 
ere folly, and ſuch as nothing will excuſe for. Saul would 
be thought very prudent, in ſecuring his ſoldiers from de- 
ſertion, and very pious, in ſacrificing before he went out to 
battle; but his conduct was wicked, for he diſobeyed God's 
g commandment. Men ſometimes think themſelves wiſe 
and politick, while they act contrary to the law of God; but 
it is the height of folly ; eſpecially in thoſe who think to 
& ſubſtitute prayer, or any external performances, or cere- 
monial obſervances, inſtead of obedience to the weightier 
matters of the law. Nothing is more fooliſh than to imagine 
that God will be pleaſed with ſervices which are directly 
contrary to his orders, and in diſobedience to his commands, 
A good underſtanding have all they, and they only, who fear 
| (ho Lord, who do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of 
, word, J) 8 
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7. FT SAMUEL I 


CHAP. XIV. 


We have i in this chapter an account of Ponathan? s ſucceſs again 


the Philiſtine garriſon; the ſucceſsful attack on the body of 
the Philiſtine army; with SauPs raſh adjuration, and the 
bad conſequences which attended it to * and the 
"ou 


OW it came to paſs upon a 4 that farther 

the ſon of Saul ſaid unto the young man that 
dare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the 
Philiſtines' garriſon, that [is] on the other fide the val. 
ley. But he told not his father, left he ſhould hinder th: 
project. He was juſtified in doing this, as he had a general 


2 commiſſion to fight the enemy. And Saul tarried in the 


uttermoſt part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tres 
which [is] in Migron, where he had pitched his tent: and 
the people that [were] with him [were] about fix hun- 


3 dred men; And Ahiah the fon of Ahitub, I-chabod's 


brother, the ſon of Phinehas, the ſon of Eli, the LoRp's 
prieſt in Shiloh, wearing an ephod, and the ark alſo was 
there, And the people knew not that Jonathan was 


4 gone, as he went away in the night, And between the 


_ paſſages, by which Jonathan ſought to go over unto 
the Philiſtines? garriſon, [there was] a ſharp rock on 
the one ſide, and a ſharp rock on the other fide : and 
the name of the one [was] Bozez, and the name of the 
other Seneh : here the garriſon was ſo defended that there 


was no way of coming at them but by climbing one of theſe, 
5 The forefront of the one [was] fituate northward over- 


againſt Michmaſh, and the other ſouthward overagainſt 


6 Gibeah. And Jonathan ſaid to the young man that 


bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the 
3 of theſe uncircumciſed, who are ſtrangers to the 
_ covenant of God : it may be that the Lok p will work for 
us: for [there is] no reſtraint to the Loxp to ſave by 
many or by few; it is equally eaſy to his almighty power, 


7 And his armourbearer faid unto him, Do all that [is] 


in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I [am] with thee 
according to thy heart, I am reſolved not to forſake tie, 
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1. SAMUEL. . 


8 be the expedition ever ſo hazardous. Then ſaid Jonathan, 


Behold, we will paſs over unto [theſe] men, and we 
", will diſcover ourſelves unto them at the break of day. If 

they ſay thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then 

we will ſtand ſtill in our place, and will not go up unto 


10 them. But if they challenge us to advance, and ſay thus, 


Come up unto us; then we will go up; for the Loa 
| hath delivered them into our hand: and this [ſhall be] 
a ſign unto us. Probably he had deſired of the Lord that 
this might be the fign, and God inſpired him with ſo much 
11 reſolution and faith as to depend upon it. And both of them 
diſcovered themſelves unto the garriſon of the Phi- 
liſtines: and the Philiſtines ſaid, Behold, the Hebrews 
come forth out of the holes where they had hid them- _ 
ſelves, thro* fear, or want of food, in the bottom of the rocks, 


12 And the men of the garriſon anſwered Jonathan and 


his armourbearer with mockery and contempt, and ſaid, 

Come up to us, and we will thow you a thing; come, if 
you dare, we will make you pay dear for your attempt. And 
Jonathan faid unto his armourbearer, Come up after 
me: for the Loxp hath delivered them into the hand of 


E -| 3 Iſrael. And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and 


upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him, by ſome 
difficult way out of the Philiſtines view, and coming upon 
them behind, ſurpriſed them: and they fell before Jona- 
than; and his armourbearer flew after him; they made 
great faughter among them, The Phuli tines were terrified 
when they ſaw it was Jonathan, who had ſmitten one of 


14 their garriſons before. And that firſt ſlaughter, which 


Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty 
men, within as it were an half acre of land, [which] a 


| 1 yoke [of oxen might plough.] And there was trem- 


bling in the hoſt in the field, and among all the peo- 
ple: the garriſon, and the ſpoilers, they alſo trembled, 
and the earth quaked: ſo it was a very great trembling.* _ 
2 „ „ | Þ © Top 

oy Some: of the garriſon flying to the army, which lay encamped 
on the ſide of the hill, threw them into great confuſion, think- 


= ing that an army was coming againſt them. The circumſtances | 
= were aggravated beyond the truth, as is uſual in ſuch caſes; and 


ny ſuſpected treachery among themſelves, T7 he earth 3 5 


IS SAMUEL. XIV. 


16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin 
looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, were 
ing and ſeattered all around and they went on beating 
_ down [one another, ] defroying one another, not ai ſtinguiſh- 

ing friends from foes, _ 
17 Then ſaid Saul unto the people chat [were] with him, 

Number now, and ſee who 1s gone from us. And when 

they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour- 

| bearer [were] not [there.] Yonathan was ſoon miſſed, but 
Saul thought he would not go without a body of men to ſup- 
port him, and ſuppoſing there was a ſkirmiſh between the 
armies, he wanted to know where they were engaged, and 
doit was to be done in the caſe; he thereſore conſulted the 
18 high prieſt. And Saul ſaid unto Ahiah, Bring hither 
the ark of God, For the ark of God was at that time 

19 with the children of Iſrael. And it came to paſs, while 

Saul talked unto the prieſt, that the noiſe that [was] 

in the hoſt of the Philiſtines went on and increaſed : 
and Saul faid unto the prieſt, Withdraw thine hand. 
Hie ſtopped him in the middle of his ſervice ; thought the caſe 
das plain enough, as there was confuſion in the Phuliſtine 
hoſt; and reſolved to arm immediately, and purſue them. 

Jus he at once diſcovered his hypocriſy and profaneneſs. 

20 And Saul and all the people that [were] with him 
aſſembled themſelves, and they came to the battle: 
and, behold, every man's ſword was againſt his fellow; 

21 (and there Was a very great diſcomfiture.? Moreover 

the Hebrews [that] were with the Philiſtines before 

that time, which went up with them into the camp 
[from the country] round about, even they alſo, either 
thro* fear or compulſion, turned] to be with the Ho 
22 raelites that [were] with Saul and Jonathan, Like- 
_ viſe all the men of Iſrael which had hid themſelves in 
mount Ephraim, [when] they heard that the Philiſtines 
fled, even they alſo pollowed hard after them in the 
battle; the rowardy eee came out . their holes and 


Hiding 


It 7 uncertain whether this was real, or only a figurative ex- 
preſſion for a tumult; but certain it is they were all truck with 
a panick. | 

There were various confederate nations, er 1 in the Philiſ- 


tine army, who did not know one another amidſt their confuſion and 
| terror. | | 


r ; p 8 W . R . z 
r R r To COMES r 
e oe 0 & 3 S Meas 4 Sd {RO EZ N i . wy 8 


1 GGW 
NFF 
N of Tor 3 


— — - 1 4 —— — * 
— —ů— —„V—-— — — 2 — 6 — 
— — . ; 


9 
bt) N 
a y 
RY : 
4,4 ; 
i 
my 
11 ö 8 
119 
7 LY 
#7) 1 
4 [1 
1 ) 
1 
5 1 
! 
* 5 
1 
: 
4+ 11k 
* l 
4.00 
TEES 8 
{ 19 
lh i 
1 
1 is 
14 . 
ieee 
1 
* 114 
jo 7 
* 
„. 
1 
. 
, 
4 . 
* — 
1. 
N 4 
N q : : 
199 * ' 
þ * . 
144 , 
' 
4 
0 v, 
h : 
4 6 
WAN 
A: 
4 7 
1 | 
4 : ; 
[ 
* (1 : 
(BY 
G 
* Wy. 
W741 
LN if 3 
” I. 
. 
17 1. . 
| . 
1 * 4 
1 ; 
4 ITO 
* n 
477 HH 
N f 
4 By 
1714 
J. 
1 n 
Lak 
1 * * 
4 
N 
1 
1 0 
r : 
[ » 
91 
1 „N. 
2 1 1 
„% 
\. 
* q 
= 
RY. 
1 
1 1 
r 
4.48 - 
BLM 
' "” 
4, 
D 
4 84” 
08 +» 
„ 
14 
! n . 
LAM | 
Mit f IE x 
: ew * 0 
W \ 1 
8/4; 'Þ : 
©” FREY 
g 
I 
I 
7 ri 1 4 * 
k 1 
g i 
„ 
a 
inan 
— 
Br. 
{08 1 7+ 
11% HIS 
4.1 
. 17 . 
4; 1000 
4.1 
19 [ L 
„ a 
444,207 
1 
REIN 
}4 I 
Ile. 
LH TY 
we 
i 
48 $ 
* 
17 8 
15 ; 
. 7 
1 
6 j 
warty | 
V4. 
" ; 
N 
pp 
: LH 
. : 
PIO : 
Wi. l : 
a 
. 
1 '; 
$5415 : 
(1514.07 It 
. Ip 
Wit 236 
= * 
* "$4 : ” 
| 5 L 
$6: * 
* * 
. 
ma” 
Nth : 
i L 
, Cap 
a 
uo AP 
Web || 
Wy 
k 
8 W 
ll 
1 
| 
19 
Lt 
WAY 
WU 
ft 
* 
10 
. 
99 
1 4 
LATTE PN 
1%. 
1 
; } 1 
. 
mit Al 
bY ' 
118837 


. 
— — rS < 
Oe 2 ä —— 

- — 2 4 —— 

S, = —— — —— 


th 


L SA MU A By. v8 


N 23 hiding places, and fell upon the flying enemy. So the Lonp 


ſaved Iſrael that day: and the battle paſſed over unto 
Beth-aven : %% there were other nferuments uſed, Jet their 
| ſet was of the Lord, | 
And the men of Iſrael were diſtreſſed that day with 
e and faintneſs, for want of proper food for refreſh- 
ment: for Saul had adjured the people, laying, Curſed 
1 the man that eateth [any] food until evening, that 
I may be avenged on mine enemies: he ſolemnly declared 
in the name of God, that the man ſhould be put to death who 
ſtayed to take any food: a raſh and fool! iſh oath : ſo none of 


$ 25 the people taſted [any] food. And all [they of] the 


land came to a wood; and there was honey upon the 
ground; either a hollow tree, or a cleft in the rock, was full 
& honey, wwhich fell on the ground, ſo that the land flowed 


26 with it, And when the people were come into the 


wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man put : 
his hand to his mouth: for the people feared the oath. 


4 77 But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the 


people with the oath ; wherefore he put forth the end | 

of the rod that [was] in his hand, and dipped it in 

an honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; 3e 
ignorantiy tranſgreſſed this abſurd Iaw, and with the end of 


his ſpear gathered up ſome honey, and eat it; and his eyes 99 


nere enlightened ; he was refreſhed and invigorated, his 
ſpirits and flrength were reſtored, and his eyes brightened. 


* 28 Then anſwered one of the people,“ and ſaid, Thy 


father ſtraitly charged the people with an oath, ſaying, 
Curſed [be] the man that eateth [any] food this day. 


And the people were faint, /o hat hey could not purſue | 
1 their victory ſo vigorouſly and effeftually, as otherwiſe they 
i 29 might have done, yet forbore to take any food. Then ſaid 


Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: fee, 1 


pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, be- 
x 20 cauſe I taſted a little of this honey. How much more, 


if haply the people had eaten freely to day of the ſpoil 
of their enemies which they found? for had there not _ 
been now a much greater laughter among the Phi- 
liſtines? 
© In Hebrew, one is ſaid to anſwer, when the ſpeech relates 


to what was done, as well as to What was ſaid, 


— 31 


32 


flew upon ihe ſpoil, and took ſheep, and oxen, and 


ing, Behold, the people fin againſt the LoRD, in that 
they eat with the blood. And he ſaid, Ye have tranſ- 
greſſed: roll a great ſtone unto me this day, to fray the 
34 beaſts upon, that their blood may run from them. And 
Saul directed his officers to give notice of this, and ſaid, 


they returned from the ſlaughter, Then they, that is, ſome 


. SAMUEL. XIV. 


Viſtines i 7 would they not have purſued them more feifth, 
and done more execution among them ? 


And they ſmote the Philiſtines that day from Mich. 
maſh, to Aijjalon, quite to their own borders: and the 
people, owing to Saul's fooliſh prohibition, were very faint, 
or they would have purſued them further. And the people 


calves, and flew [them] on the ground : and the people 
did eat [them] with the blood, either raw or half dreſſed, 
contrary to the law of Moſes : this was in the evening, when 


Who Tere more conſcientious than the reft, told Saul, ſay. 


Diſperſe yourſelves among the people, and fay unto 
them, Bring me hither every man his ox, and every 
man his ſheep, and flay [them] here, and eat; and fin 


not againſt the Lord in eating with the blood: And 


all the people brought every man his ox with him that 


35 


night, and flew [them] there. 


And Saul built an altar unto the Lokp, to offer 
" ſacrifice and give thanks : the ſame was the firſt altar that 
he built unto the Lokp, or, as in the margin, that he 


began to. build; for he did not finiſh it, being in too great 


a hurry : this was another evidence of his neglełt of God and 
his 01 ſlip. And Saul ſaid, Let us go down after the 


Plbiliſtines by night, and ſpoil them until the morning 
light, and let us not leave a man of them, hoping to come 
mon them While fleeping and cut them all off. And they 
ſaid, Do whatſoever ſeemeth good unto thee. Then 

ſaid the prieſt, Let us draw near hither unto God; the 


_ 


prieſt remembering Saul's former error and raſhneſs, would 
have him ct counſel of God. And Saul aſked counſel of 


God, Shall 1 go down after the Philiſtines ? wilt thou 
deliver them into the hand of Iſrael? But he anſwered 


dim not that day. This was 10 ſhow Saul that there was. 


as Surat 8 vroliet e cd to Convince im pon the whole of his 


 raſhnejs 


1 SAMUEL; XIV. 1 — 75 


raſhmeſs and folly, which cauſed Iſrael to fin, hindered the 


proſecution of the vittory, and expoſed fs own valiant WL 
to death, 


38 And Saul ſaid, Draw ye near hither; all the chief of 
the people: and know and ſee wherein this fin hath been 
this day, which hath provoked God to deny an anſwer, 
39 For [as] the Lo liveth, which ſaveth Iſrael, though 
it be in Jonathan my ſon, he ſhall ſurely die. But 
| [there was] not a man among all the people [that] . 
4⁰ anſwered him. Then ſaid he unto all Iſrael, Be ye on 
one fide, and I and Jonathan my ſon will be on the 
other fide. And the people ſaid unto Saul, Do what 


| 41 ſeemeth good unto thee. Therefore Saul faid unto the 


Loxp God of Iſrael, Give a perfect [lot.] And Saul 
and Jonathan were taken: but the people eſcaped. 
4. And Saul ſaid, Caſt [lots] between me and Jonathan 
my ſon. And Jonathan was taken, God permitted this, 
10 diſcover Saul's hypocriſy, who did not fear a raſh oath and | 
4 tyrannical adjuration, yet would flay his ſon for a ſin of | 


7 | ionorance only; but thus Jonathan was juſtified, and SauPs _ 
; 43 folly mage manifeſt. Then Saul ſaid to Jonathan, Tell 
me what thou haſt done. And Jonathan told him, and 


| aid, I did but taſte a little honey with the end of the 
rod that [was] in mine hand, [and,] lo, I muſt die. 


This ſhowed great honour and courage; he does not cenſure his 


father, or plead his own ſervice, or innocence, but generouſly 
ſubmits to the ſentence, only acknowledges it to be hard ; but 
| 44 Saul, with violence and fury, ſwears he ſhall die. And 
Saul anſwered, God do fo and more alſo : for thou ſhalt _ 
45 ſurely die, Jonathan. And the people ſaid unto Saul, 


Shall Jonathan die, Who hath wrought this great los.” 5 


tion in Iſrael? God forbid: [as] the Lox liveth, there 
mall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he 
hath wrought with God this day, by his help and aſſiſtance; 


therefore he ſhall not die. So the people reſcued Jonathan, 
46 that he died not. Then Saul went up from following 


the Philiſtines; is ruffle prevented his proſecution of the ; 
victory; and the Philiſtines went to their own place. 
| 47 So Saul took the kingdom over Iſrael, and ruled with Bd 
& eater autharity than he did before, and fought ageins all 


1 


76 'T SA WUEE.” XIV. 
his enemies on every ſide, againſt Moab, and apainſ 
the children of Ammon, on the eaſt, and againſt Edom, 
on the ſouth, and againſt the kings of Zobah, in Syris, 
on the north, and againſt the Philiſtines, in the weft, and 
| whitherſoever he turned himſelf, he vexed [them ;] he 
= kept them under, but did not quite ſubdue them ; that was 
48 left for David. And he gathered an hoſt, and {mote the 
Amalekites, and delivered Iſrael out of the hands of 
them that ſpoiled them. 
49 Now the ſons of Saul were Tonntiuin, and Iſhui, ind 
_ Melchi-ſhua : and the names of his two daughters [were 
theſe ;] the name of the firſt born Merab, and the name 


of the younger Michal: he had alſo Iſuboſbeth and other 
children, but they were young, and did not accompany him in 


50 his wars. And the name of Saul's wife [was] Ahino- 
ham, the daughter of Ahimaaz: and the name of the 


captain of his hoſt [was] Abner, the ſon of Ner, Saul's 
51 uncle. And Kiſh [was] the father of Saul; and Ner 
52 the father of Abner [was] the fon of Abiel. And there 


was fore war againſt the Philiſtines all the days of Saul: 


and when Saul ſaw any ſtrong man, or any valiant man, 
he took him unto him, 10 prefer am in the. whe which 


Was rhe em of the fer es 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E may infer hence, that the aniiglty power of 
On God ſhould be an encouragement to his people 
under every difficulty. Jonathan encouraged himſelf by 
the confideration, that nothing was too hard for God, When 
in the way of duty, and undertaking ſervices to which pro- 
vidence calls us, we ſhould not deſpair becauſe our ſtrength 
is ſmall. Tho? the friends of God and religion are few in 
number, and their enemies very numerous, yet he is able 
to make them victorious. Let us firmly believe this, and 
apply it in every particular circumſtance, Let us cheer- 
fully rely upon the power of God; this will be likely to 
 Hlence vain fears, zo raiſe up the hands that hang down, and 


animate all our petitions. 
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2. When God hides his face from us, and denies an 


| anſwer to our prayers, we ſhould enquire the cauſe. Saul, 


as little as he knew of religion, ſaw the neceſſity of this, 
Let us find out where the fin lies; and then we may be 


aſſured that God's hand is not ſhortened that he cannot ſave, nor 


| his ear heavy that he cannot hear, But our iniquities will 


| ſeparate between us and Cod; and if we defire our prayers 
ſhould be heard, we muſt word ſin, and put it away 3 | 
us; for, F we regard ige in our hearts, the Lora « coll 120 
— 8 

We may learn from the 165 of this chapter, wha 


a rale creature he is who hath no rule over his own 
ſpirit, whatever dignity and eminence he may arrive at in 

the world. Let men of raſh and haſty ſpirits ſee, what a 
wretched figure even a king of Iſrael made, when under the 
influence of ſuch a temper. What a mixture of jarring 
paſſions was there in his heart! theſe made him a terror to 
himſelf, What a mixture of religion and hypocriſy ! Aſk- _ 
| ing advice of the Lord, and ſtopping in the middle of the 
4 ſervice; C calling the prieft, then reſtraining him; making a 
& raſh oath, and keeping it; wearing 1 in a moſt unbecoming 5 
manner, and acting like a fury who had loſt humanity and 

all natural affection. May we all learn to govern our paſ- 
ſons and appetites, and to guard our tempers, that nothing 
8 raſh, inconſiderate, or revengeful be found in them, 
| Eſpecially ſhould thoſe who know themſelves to be natural. 
ly warm and haſty, be careful to ſet a double watch over | 
the doors of their lips. It would have been much more 
for Saul's honour to have governed his paſſions, than to 
have conquered the Philiſtines, for, as Solomon obſerves, 
Prov. xvi. 32. He that is flow io anger is beiter than the 

| mighyy: and be. tcl ruleth his own en ſpiril than te that taketh @ 


9 


CHAP. XV. 123. 


IWe have hee Saulbs expedition againſt ihe Ae and the” 


ſentence which Samuel paſjed upon him for his partiality and 


* ; efter thi, Sa executes ED and retires 


from Saul. 


1 SAMUEL 


2 —üñ—mͤ— — — — 


— —— — — = wy 


2” . s AM UE L. ; 
\AMUEL alſo faid unto Saul, The Lonp ſent 


their own fins, 
the ſinners the Amalekites. 


full, and they were grown ripe for the execution of their long 
God Girects Iſrael to do this execution on 
a people who had uſed them and their fathers ſo barbaroully : if | 
any among them were righteous, God would make an equitable 
dittinction in a future ſtate, as he does in the caſe of all national 
| 3 which come immediately from his own hand. 


| threatened puniſhment. 


to God's people. 


me to anoint thee [to be] king over his people, 

cover Iſrael: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice 
of the words of the LoRD. Samuel reminds him of the great 
obligation he was under to God, that he might be more careful 


and cheerful in obeying his commands, and not run into farther 
2 errors. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, who has an abſolute 


command over univerſal nature, and is the diſpoſer of all 


creatures and all events, I remember [that] which Ama- 


lek did to Iſrael, how he laid [wait] for him in the way, 


when he came up from Egypt, (Exodus xvii. '8—16.) 


3 Now go, and ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all 


that they have, and ſpare them not; but ſlay both man 
and woman, infant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel 


4 and aſs.“ And Saul gathered the people together, and 


numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thouſand 
footmen, and ten thouſand men of Judah. FJudah is 


5 _ diſtinguiſhed becauſe it was the royal tribe. It had the pri. 
_ wilege of going firſt, and the Meſſiah was to come out of it. 
5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, to the chief cy, 


where the king reſided, and laid wait in the valley. 


6” And Saul ſaid unto the Kenites, moſt probably by 
| Samuels. direction, Go, depart, get you down from 


among the Amalckites, left J deſtroy you with them: 


for ye ſhowed kindneſs to all the children of Iſrael, when : 
they came up out of Egypt.“ So the Kenites departed 


from among the Amalekites ; ; ſome into the rocky part of 


: the _ fe Mund. XXIV. 21. the others into rhe tribe of 


Judah, 


2 This king and his 1 had hiew cruel ad bidody ene · 
mies to God's. Iſrael, and therefore deſerved to be deſtroyed for 


See v. 18, where it is ſaid, Go and utter y deftroy | 


The meaſure of their iniquity was now 


Þ> The Kenites were the deſcendants of Jethro, an antient friend 
They had not been guilty of the fins of the 


Amalekites, and, being erde they lived in tents, therefore 
could eaſily remove. 
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1 SAMUEL. Xv. 7 
Judah; for We read of them afterward: under the name 
IF Rechabites. . 

And Saul ſmote the Amalekites from Havilah until] 
thou comeſt to Shur, that [is] overagainſt Egypt, thro 
their whole country; but ſome of them eſcaped, for we read 


8 of them afterwards in David's time, And he took Agag 


the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly deſtroyed 


all the people with the edge of the ſword, all that came 
g in their way, ch. xxvii. 8. xxx. 1. But Saul and the peo- 
ple ſpared Agag, either out of fooliſh pity, or covetouſnejs, 
thinking lo get a large ranſom for him, and alſo kept the beſt 


of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and 


the lambs, and all [that was] good, ſuch as money, jewels, _ 
Sc. and would not utterly deſtroy them: but every 
thing [that was] vile and refuſe, not worth keeping, that 
they deftroyed utterly, Saul was the chief counſellor, and = 
all the people agreed to do this to enrich themſelves thereby, 
o Then, before Saul returned from his expedition,. came 
* the word of the Loxp unto Samuel, ſaying, It repent · h 
eth me that I have ſet up Saul [to be] king: for he is 
turned back from following me, and hath not perform- 
ed my commandments. The meaning is not, that God was 


ſorry for what he had done becauſe he did not know the con- 
ſequences beforehand ; but he would aft as men do when they 


repent, he would treat Saul in a different manner, revoke his 
favours, and lay him aſide. And it grieved Samuel; and 


he cried unto the Log p all night, beſeeching him to par- 


12 don Saul, And when Samuel roſe early to meet Saul in 

bu the morning, it was told Samuel, ſaying, Saul came to 

1 Carmel, and, behold, he ſet him up a place, a monument 

ef his victory, to his own honour, and not to God, and is 
gone about, and paſſed on, and gone down to Gilgal in 
great pomp, wwith Agag, and the good things of the Amale- 

| Kites, in triumph, And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul _ 
ſaid unto him, Bleſſed [be] thou of the Loxp : I have © 
performed the commandment of the Logr? Saul begins, 


_ wiſning him all happineſs from God, thanking him for the 
ſervice he had done him in ſending him on ſuch an honourable 
expedition, and boaſting of his performance, without being 


P 14 ſenſs ole Y his a And STANT ſaid, What [meaneth} 5 


then | 


I, SAMUEL. XV. 


5 then this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears, and the 


lowing of the oxen which I hear? Surely this is an evi. 
| fence of guilt, not conſiſtent with your profeſſion of obedience, 
And Saul faid, They have brought them from the 
| Amalekites : for the people ſpared the beſt of the ſheep 

and of the oxen; he lays the fault on the people, when js 
Had the chief hand in it; but urges that they did it with a 


very pious deſign, to ſacrifice unto the Lorp thy God, 


whom thou loveſt and ſerveſt, and therefore undoubtedly thou 


_ woilt be pleaſed with this; and the reſt we have utterly 


16 


deſtroyed. Then Samuel ſaid unto Saul, Stay, and [ 


will tell thee what the Lony hath ſaid to me this night, 


And he ſaid unto him, Say on. This anſwer looks as if 


- Saul was confident of his own righteouſneſs, and fully ſatisfied 


17 


With his own atclicvement ; he no doubt hoped to hear himſel 
commended, and never expected this thundering leſſon. And 


Samuel ſaid, When thou [waſt] little in thine own 
ſight, [waſt] thou not [made] the head of the tribes of 
Ilrael, and the Lox anointed thee king over Iſrael ? 


He reminds him of his low beginning, and the humility and 
BD + 


modeſty he formerly expreſſed. And the Log ſent thee on 


a journey, on an honourable expedition, and ſaid, Go and 


19 


| utterly deftroy the finners the Amalckites, and fight 
againſt them until they be conſumed. Wherefore then 
didſt thou not obey the voice of the Lonb, but didſ. 


fly upon the ſpoil, ike a ravenous bird or beaſt, and take 
tie accurſed thing like Achan, and didſt evil in the fight 


5 20 


of the Lory, wwho can eaſily ſee thro all thy pretouces = 
And Saul faid unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 


voice of the Logp, and have gone the way which the 
I. ox ſent me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly deſtroyed the Amalekites. 


e the greateſt inſolence he gave Samuel the lie, while k! 


in effect confeſſed what Samuel charged him with, But the 


people took of the ſpoil, ſheep and oxen, the chief of 
the things which ſhould have been utterly deſtroyed, to 
ſacrifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal; he again 


lays the blame upon the people, who, he Jays, did it with a 


| 22 


good intention, to ſacrifice to God; tho? it is probable neither 
he nor ded had any TH defi Eu. And Samuel ſaid, Hath 


the 
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"We" SAMUEL XV. 81 
the Lonp: [as great] delight in burnt off. rings and 


ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 4 


queſtion which Saul could not aiſpute , the ſacrifices were 


W to promote obedience, to be the means of religion, 


obedience dvds the end, Behold, to obey [is] better than 
| ſacrifice, [and] to hearken than the fat of rams, than 
23 the beſt and miſt coſtly ſacrifices. For rebellion is as] the 


ſin of witchcraft, hat is, divinations or enchantments, 
hich were contrary to the law of God, and looked upon as 
renouncing him; and ſtubbornneſs [is as] iniquity and 
idolatry, as bad as the iniquity of idolatry. Becauſe thou 
haſt rejected the word of the Loan, he hath alſo rejected 


thee from [being] king; as idolaters were to loſe their 


: : Jes, 6 8 aul, by As rebellion 2 Cod, us his  bingdom. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. J 


ple. He bore long with the Amalekites; but when their 


iniquity was full, he executed his righteous vengeance upon 
them, The ſentence againſt evil doers is not always ſpeedily 


executed; yet judgment will ſurely come; and the longer it 


is delayed, the heavier it will fall. Divine Juſtice, tho fome- 


times flow, 1s always ſure. 
2. We ſee that it is a dangerous ching to 1 with 


God's enemies. The Kenites would have ſuffered greatly 
by living among the Amalekites, if they had not had 
timely notice to withdraw. This ſhould be a caution to us 
againſt keeping wicked company, and forming alliances with 
thoſe who have no religion. God has given us warning to 


come out from among them, and be ſeparate, and if we do not, 


we are in danger of partaking of their fins and their 
plagues, Solomon hath faid, a companion of foals Shail - 


be deſtroyed. 


3. Set from hence what a dangerous thing the love of 
the world is. They ſpared the beaſts, i in direct violation of 
the divine command : covetouſneſs ſeems to have been at 


the bottom of all. We lee too many inſtances of this; men 
Vol. III. e are 


— —— — ——— — — 


E hence learn, that the judgments of God will, 
ſooner or later, come upon wicked men; "of. 
pecially upon thoſe who are enemies to his church and p2o- 


Go —— — 


3 Ane XV. 


are obedient to God when nothing is to be loſt by it; but 
are ready to diſobey him when any temporal advantage i 18 


to be obtained, The love of money is the root of all evil; which, 
ſome having coveted after, have pierced themſelves thro” with 


s ſorrows, This was Saul's caſe, 


It is no uncommon thing for men to boaſt of piety, 
when they are notorious tranſgreſſors of God's commands, 


How proudly and impudently does Saul boaſt of his obe- 
dience, becauſe he had done part of his duty! So men think 


themſelves very good, commend themſelves, and lift ur 
their faces with confidence to God's miniſters, becauſe they 


have ſome good qualities, becauſe they are not idolaters, 
or have oppoſed the enemies of religion, or have deſtroyed 
What was vile. They have parted with ſome fins, to which 
they had little or no temptation, and with which they could 
| diſpenſe without loſs or reluctance. But the beſt of the ſheep 
and oxen, the things that are dear to them as a right hand 
or a right eye, thele they are unwilling to be without. They 
lie in the breach of ſome of God's laws, and yet boaſt, and 
are confident of their goodneſs. But their boaſting is a1 
very bad ſymptom, and a mark of hypocriſy ; for true obe- 
dience is always joined with humility, and low thoughts of 


ourſelves. If men are really as pious as they pretend to 


be, cht mean theſe bleatings, theſe finful indulgences, this 
Vorldly ſpirit, theſe ungoverned paſſions, this love of plea- 
| ſure and vanity ? They ſhould remember, that rebellion is 
as great a fin as witchcraft, and ſtubbornneſs as idolatry, 
But wicked men will diſtinguiſh where there is no diftinc- 
tion, and ſerve God in that manner only, and in what in- 
| ſtances they : ; thus no are hardened thro the dect fu. 


neſt gs EL 
5. See how prone men are to lay the fault upon others, 
when themſelves are principally, if not only, guilty. This 


was Saul's caſe; the people were ſcarce blameable at all, or 
elſe Samuel would have reproved them; what they did was 
by Saul's direction, and yet he endeavoured to throw the 


blame upon them. This is too often the caſe with confident 


men; they are ready to cenſure any body, rather than 7405 
ame to themſelves. It is to be feared this is too much the 


diſpoſition of men in general; the deſcendants of the or 
| tran 
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F tranſgreſlor are apt to adopt his language, The woman 2 = 
” thou gaveſt me tempted me, and I did eat, This proves the 
inward conviction men have that fin is a real evil, becauſe 
they are ſo unwilling to own 1t, and ſo forward to cenſure : 
and condemn others. 
6. It concerns all to attend to that important truth 1 
of an inſpired prophet, that obedience is better than ſacriſice; * 
and that rebellion againſt a known command of God, is a 
maoſt heinous crime. Humble, conſcientious obedience, 
is better than all flerifices:: Exactneſs in ritual obſervances 
and ceremonial forms, is nothing, without a holy life; this 
is the main thing. Our Lord refers to this paſſage when : 

© he would convince the phariſees that God loveth mercy better 
| than ſacrifice, The end is better than the means. Prayer 
and facrifices are good things in themſelves, but piety, 
juſtice, and charity, are the end. And leſt any ſhoud 
imagine that poſitive commands may be ſafely neglected, 
while they obey moral precepts, let them conſider, that . 
© rebellion is as witchcraft and idolatry, Refuſing to obey the _ 
true God, is as bad as ſerving a falſe one. F rom hence it 
follows, that to neglect Baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, 
which are expreſsly commanded by our Lord, tho' they 
are only poſitive inſtitutions, (that 1 18, depend on the will of 
the lawgiver) is rebellion, as well as fraud, drunkenneſs, 
and idolatry. And it is to be wiſhed that thoſe who live in 
the neglect of the Lord's ſupper would confider this, for- 
Saul was rejected for Siloveying a "nun. command of the 
2 . 1 1 


CHAP. XV. 40. 10 the end.” 


| ts have here Saul's fruitleſs humiliation ; Samuel*s execution 


By. the divine ſentence againſe Agag ? and he Parting of Saul 
and Samuel. 


2 [24 ND Saul aid unto 1 1 FAR Gd: 1 1 1 


have tranſgreſſed the EY dern of the LoR D, 
PP thy words: becauſe I feared the people, and obeyed 


their voice. This was a ridiculous excuſe, e the pto- 


8 as . ple 


_ 9 ZN2ñ—— ũ— — ꝓ——ͤ—a—a —ö—B 


ple were at his command; and in | ſeveral inſance 2} befor 
25 recorded, he ſeemed to ſtand in no awe of them. No 
therefore, I pray thee, pardon my fin, and turn aga 
with me 10 Gileel, that I may worſhip the LORD ther , 
and that thou mayeſt pray for me, ond afſiſt me in implorin 


26 forgiveneſs of God. And Samuel ſaid unto Saul, I wil 


not return with thee : for thou haſt rejected the word of 
the Lorp, and the Lonb hath rejected thee from being 

| king over Iſrael. Samuel, according 10 his preſent vi 
of things, peremptorily denied his requeſt, leſt he nil li 
27 ſeem to approve or allow what he had done. And is 
Samuel turned about to go away, in great indignation, 
ot dijcovering ſo much meanneſs and Iypocriſy in à fing 
of hraet, Saul thought the people would imagine he = 
greatly under God's diſpleaſure, and therefore he laid hold 
upon the ſkirt of his, Samuel's, mantle, and it rent. Thi; 


28 coſual rent was a proper emblem of. Saul's rejeftion, Ar 


Samuel ſaid unto him, The Lord hath rent the king- 
dom of Iſrael from thee this day, and hath given it t02 
29 neighbour of thine, [that is] better than thou. And 
alſo the Strength of Iſrael, who is not weak, like mei, 

end therefore can execute all his purpoſes, or rather, col 
giveth victory to Iſrael, will not lie nor repent : for ht 
30 [1s] not a man, that he ſhould repent.* Then he fail, 
I have finned ; [yet] honour me now, I pray thee, be. 
fore the elders of my people, and before Iſrael, and 
turn again with me, that I may worſhip the LORD thy 

God, He now acknowledres his guilt, without excuſe , 

 elleviation, and ſubmitted 70 his ſentence ; but deſired, 1hil 
while he was king, he might not loſe the honour and ful. 

_ miſſion of his ſubjefs, which was what he was chiefly con. 


31 cerned about. So Samuel turned again after Saul; and 


. Saul N the Log. Samuel Ae did i by 


Dit 


8 God 18 fad to repent, when he Alters PR iſpenſarions 25 


men alter their conduct. But he cannot repent, as that den- tes 
5 weakneſs and imperfection, and want of {ſuſhcient knowledge. There 


was no room for it in this caſe, becauſe he had declared the 
Amalekites ſhould be deſtroyed, and confirmed it by an oath; 6 


That Saul's breaking the command of God in this caſe Was * 
e 905 to him, 


52 
Jo: 


x 32 Then ſaid Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the 
| 2740 


I. II 


1. SAMUEL. XV. 85 
"Joins direction, left the people ſhould withdraw their Ge- 


dience if they ſaw him quite rejetted. 
king of the Amalekites. He | ſpoke to the people be 2 
that he might ſee what he ought to have done. And Agag 


j * 


came unto him delicately, effeminately, both in his dr 5 


and walk, And Agag faid, Surely the bitterneſs of deat! 
is paſt ; being ſpared by Sau! and ſus ſoldiers, he e thourh! 


os there was nv danger from an ol prophet, and that he won 
33 only reprove him. And Samuel faid, As thy ſword hat] 

made women childleſs, fo ſhall thy mother be child 5 
among women. 7 his Roe. that he had been a cruel,” 
bloody tyrant. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before 
the Lord in Gilgal : he ordered him to be executed on the 


pot, as Elijah did Baal”*s prophets, 1 Kings xviii. 40. 


5 his houſe to Gibeah of Saul. And Samuel came no 


much pity for him, and love for his country, that he con- 
linued to lament the condition of both: and the Lokb 
repented that he had made Saul king over Ifrael; ha! 


oy nuel”s proyers aud tears could not rev verſe the Jemencs. 


REFLECTIONS. 


G 3 55 85 8 us 


45 


Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Gaul went up to 


more to ſee Saul until the day of his death; he ſaw him : 
afterwards accidentally, but probably nothing paſſed between 
_ them: nevertheleſs Samuel mourned for Saul ; he had ſo 


15, he changed the manner of his dealing with him, . all 


OW lard. is it to bring men to a ral of their 
3 guilt, and to acknowledge their crimes! What poor 
ſubterfuges does Saul ſhelter himſelf under! How many idle 
excuſes, when | nis guilt was fo glaring ! Thus do the child- 
ren of diſobedience run from one excuſe to another; and 
lit is really melancholy to ſee, as we often do, eſpecially 
miniſters, when they viſit ſick and dying perſons, how back- 
ard men are to acknowledge thoſe evils which all the wor d 
beſides can ſee. The pride of their hearts hath deceived 
dem; and there are no words uttered with more difficulty 
than theſe, I was miſtaten, I have done evil. But let us not 
[* deceived, God zs ne mocfed; he that hideth his fins ſhall 


— — —ͤö f 
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nol roſter 3 but he that confe Nin and forſaketh them, ach 
| find mercy. 0 our 
2. God 1s juſt and righteous, and will not alter hi 6; 80 
threatenings againſt the wicked. The Sirength of Iſrael will it ! 
not lie nor repent, His threatenings indeed are conditional; mo 
if men perſiſt and continue impenitent, they will be 655 per 
cuted; if they repent. the Lord will pardon. He is not #7 
weak, ſo as to forget fin; he is not fickle, to alter his the 
mind; nor feeble, ſo as to be unable to execute his threat. 


— — ——— — 


enings: his ſentence upon impenitent ſinners is irreverſible; * 
11 and thoſe who abuſe his long: ſuffering and good ſeſs, wil ? 
| find at laſt no place for eee, tho they ſhould ſeek it care. | 
3 fully with tears. E * 


We ſee that ſinners are more ſolicitous about their 

. own credit and honour, than of God's acceptance. We 

never find in Saul any marks or fruits of genuine > as 

- aance, and very little concern to regain the favour of {3c ; 
but he was extremely loth to loſe his credit with his people; = 
3 ecxpreſſing great reſpect for Samuel, merely to ſave appear 
ances before them. Thus men often ſeem zealouſly airected 
toward God's miniſters, and deſire to be at peace with 
: them and the church, merely for the ſake of their own te- 
| putation and intereſt, They want to be honoured before 
3 the people, while they ſeek not peace with God, What 
wretched folly, hypocriſy, and ſelf-deceit ! when God is 
the judge, the maſter of every one, by whoſe ſentence all 
* muſt ſtand or fall. Let all labour then 10 be approved of 
| EE, God, and zo ſecure that honour which cometh from him only. 

ti 43᷑. The hearts of good men are greatly pained and oriev- 
1 ed at the wickedneſs of others, and eſpecially of perſons 
| 4iſtinguiſned for rank and dignity. How earneſtly did 
1 Samuel pray for Saul all night, when he heard of his 
wickedneſs | how affectionately did he mourn for him when 
hie was rejected ! ! Undoubtedly he was very much concerned 
at his loſing the kingdom ; more eſpecially on account of 
his loſing the favour of God, and expoſing himſelf to 
future miſery, Every good man's heart is pained when 
ſinners deſtroy themſelves ; eſpecially thoſe who have re- 
ceived fignal fayours from God, and have been advanced 
to diſtinguiſned honour, They are grieved when men for- 


ſake 
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I. SAMUEL, XVI. 


| fake God, and are forſaken of him. Let us labour to affect 


our hearts with the miſery of the wicked; and tho', like 
Samuel, we may refrain from their company, when we ſee 


: it is in vain to give them any advice, and tho' they never 
p mourn for themſelves, let us pity and pray for them, if 

pperadventure God may give them repentance to the acknowledg = 
nent of the truth, that their ſouls may be faved i in the day 


3 _ the el. 


, ne 


CHAP. XVI. 


We are now entering on the hiſtory of David, who Was. an : 


eminent ſaint, a valiant hero, an inſpired prophet, and the 
 feveet Pjalmift of Iſrael ; he to whom we are indebted for the 

moſt excellent part of our publick devotions. We have in this 

chapter an account of his being anointed King, and the manner 
in which he was introduced to court 


ND the Lozp ſaid unto Samuel; How long wile 
thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing ! have rejected him 


= from reigning over Iſrael ? Samuel had retired from Saul, 


and wwas employed in training up prophets in the ſchool under 
Vis care, He knew it wwas in vain to mourn; but he appeared 
to be much concerned leſt Saul ſhould die ſuddenly, and there 
ſhould be no one to ſucceed him; therefore God ſaid to him, 
Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will ſend thee to 
| Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite: for 1 have provided me a 
king among his ſons ; one very different from Saul, who 
2 ſhall fulfil all my will. And Samuel faid, How can I go? 
if Saul hear it, he will kill me, he will be greatly en- 
raped at his rejection. And the Loxp ſaid, Take an heifer 
with thee, and ſay, I am come to ſacrifice to the Log, 
| This Samuel was uſed to do from place to place, to keep up 
the worſhip of God, and to prevent the increaſing wickedneſs | 
3 of Iſrael, And call Jeſſe to the ſacrifice, 1 feaſt upon 
| the peace offering, as friends and neighbours uſed to do, and 
T will how thee what thou ſhalt do: and thou ſhalt 
anoint unto me [him] whom I name unto thee ; /o ſhalt 


| 4 thou be preſerved from danger. And Samuel did that which 


the LORD ſpake, and came to Beth-lehem, And the 
86 +: 3 elders 


88 I. SAMUEL, XVI. 


elders of the town trembled at his coming, left he was 
come to denounce fume judgment againſt them; or to ſhun 
Sau diſpleaſur e, and jo it mirht be dangerous for them 10 
entertain him, as ch. xxi. 1. and they ſaid, Comeſt thou 
5 peaceably? And he ſaid, Peaceably : I am come to ſa- 
crifice unto the LoRD: anctify yourſelves, by waſkic:y 
"ond other legel purifications, alſo by meditation and praver, 
and come with me. to the ere And he ſanctified 
Jeſſe and his ſons, and called them to the ſacrifice. 
After the ſacrifice he went home with Feſſe, white the fecſt on 

the peace off ering oe gettine ready, and acquarnted hin 


evith his buf? nes; lien J cc led his Jos lo ? paſs. before 


him one b one. 


6 And it came to paſs, v * they v were > come, t that he 
looked on Eliab, and ſaid, rs boy LoRp's anointed 


7 [is] before him. But tlie Loy ſud unto Samuel, Ly 
fert Saggejt zon, Look not on his” COL atenance, or on the 


height of his ſtature; becaut J have refuſ: -d him: for 
che Lozp ſecth] not as man ſeeth; for man looketh 


on the 3 appearance, but the Lorp looketh on 


s the heart. Then Jeſt called Abinadab, and made him 
pals rar Samuel. And he ſaid, Neither hath che 


9 Lonp choſen this. Then Jeſſe made Shammah to pats 


by. And he ſaid, Neither hath the Lozp choſen this, 
10 Again, Jeſſe made ſeven of his ſons £0 pals before 

Samuel. And Samuel {cd unto Jeſſe, Tone Logp hath 
30t choſen theſe. This proves that he had made Jeſſe ac- 
111 guainted with the bu; neſs. And Samus e ſaid unto Jeſie, 


5 Are here all [thy] children? And as aid, There re- 


3 yet the youngeſt, and, behold, F e keepeth the 


— fe thought it was not Uirely the youngejt ſhould 6: 


| 065 ther efore * aid Hot fend for Hi ils Il SAN. el ordered 


hin, And Samuel ſaid unto Jeile, Send and fetch him: 


12 for we will not fit down till he come hither, And he 
ſent, and brought him in. Now he [Was] ruddy, % 
red haired, which Woes counted a great veauty among thein, 


FELT i & 


ſand] withal of a beautiful countenance, cr of 2 eyes, 
and goodly to lock to, ſanicllſiag g very amiable and ſve 


in his countenancè; aud eſe natural charms were 7720 20. 


ae 7 hte 


Wc b 5 


4 1 


1; 


Jeightened by a modeſt bluſh when he appeared b:fore gamuel. 
And the Lokp ſaid, Ariſe, anoint him: for this [1$] 
he. This choice of David was evidently the imiedicte g of 


midſt of his brethr i, 74, from the midi of firs ere. 
thiren, mprivete;, bergan ſe he cvs airbus to Key it a fecret, 
leſs V elder brethren j zu CTY Hint ar q tue {pirit of the 
of pruder: e ond courage, a Pubiick ſpirit , "4 ics 5 fit 
for a prince. Probably Samuel expiaines the mam 0f ths 


and went to Ramah. 


an evil ſpirit from t he 1.0RD trouhied him. le gretco 


, body and mi ad : his diſorder might be chi: fly natural, ariſing 


Fm vexction and pride, aud an evil ſpirit might take th E 
= BE advantage of it to make him more meancholy, aud ſomelimes 
15 more furious. And Saul's ſcrvants, or courtiers, perceived 
., and ſaid unto him, Be ehold now, an evil ſpirit from 
106 God troubleth thee. Let our lord now; command thy 
ſervants [which are] before thee ſcek out a man, 


[who is] a cunning player: on an wg ang it ſhall come 


do paſs, when the evil ſpirit from God is upon thee, 
- = that he ſhall play with his hand, and thou ſhalt be well.“ 


17 And Saul ſaid unto his i Provide me no a man 


q Muſick 18 8 to have a RN? tendency | to. aſſuage the 


_ Pailions and com pos Ho mind. It was celebrated for this among 
the antients; and it is obſcrved, that "thoſe Who love muten 


are generally good Ras caim, and gentle. 


EF SAMUEL I Tv 


> God, for Samuel und Feſſe had beth i. udged wrong. Then 


Samuel ok the horn of oil, ana anointed him! in the 


Lob came upon David from that day . 2 ſpirit - 


ceremony i0 be 4 aefio nation lo the Kingdom ter” Sele 
death, but not till then, 2 Sami. v. 2, 0 Sam uel roſe up, 


But the ſpirit of the Torn Jepatted 15 om Saul, and 


melancholy, had violent fis of Mhrenjy, and range avitations ; 


18 that can play well, and bring [him] to me. Then 
anſwered one of the ſervants, who wiſhed 10 introduce 
David 10 the court, and ſaid, Behold, I have ſeen a fon | 

of Jelle the Beth læhemite, [that is] cunning in playing, 

and a mughty valiant man, and a man of war, (Saul 

_ would like him the better Jar his „) and prudent in matters, 

i to fland before Saul, who in his fits might ſay and do many 

= Tt vba e, Zhai Were Proper to ve concealed, and a 
1 comely | 


— — — — 


90 1. SAMUEL . 


comely verſon, proper to be about the king's perſon, and 


the Logp [is] with him, he 7s remarkably favoured by 
19 providence. Wherefore Saul ſent meſſengers unto Jefle, 
and ſaid, Send me David thy fon, which [is] with the 
20 ſheep. And Jeſſe took an aſs [laden] with bread, and 

2 bottle of wine, and a kid, and ſent [them] by David 
his ſon unto Saul, as 4 token of homage, reſpect, and a! 
21 legiance. And David came to Saul, and ſtood before 
= him Saul finding him to be ſuch a one as was repreſented, 
promoted him to a place of conſiderable honour, and he loved 
22 him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. And 
SGiaaul ſent to Jeſſe, ſaying, Let David, I pray thee, 
ſtand before me; for he hath found favour in my fight, 


He defires Feſſe's conſent that he might continue with him : 


it pas a token of great kindneſs, that he would not keep 
23 him without his father's conſent. And it came to pals, 


when the [evil] ſpirit from God was upon Saul, that 
David took an harp, and played with his hand :* ſo 
Gaul was refreſhed, and was well, and the evil ſpirit 

departed from him; he had ſome lucid intervals, the tumu!! 


ZH F his thoughts were comp, and fie Was s ft = li 885 27 


: of his . 


REFLECTIONS. 


"a E learn, nba cannot be too aſten ed 


the neceſſity of ſolemn preparation before we 


engage in religious exerciſes: and tho? we are not required 
co uſe ceremonial obſervances, yet we muſt prepare our 
| hearts by meditation, prayer, and ſerious conſideration ; 
and get rid of other cares, that we may wait upon the Lord 
without diſtraftion, This is neceſſary, to render our ſervices 
comfortable to ee or acceptable to God thro? the 


8 


2. We muſt reverence and fear that God wha . 
eo the heart, and diſcerns the temper and principle, the 
_ affections and thoughts. Samuel, tho? a wiſe and good 

man, was deceived in Jeſſe's elder ſons, If we truſt to 


outward 


— en tells us /- that he added. palms and hymns, which 


had a goud eitect Ka ap Saul, 
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outward appearances, we ſhall often be deceived. But let 
us always remember, that God ſearches the heart ; he knows 
who will beſt fill up particular ſtations, and often fixes on 
thoſe perſons who to us ſeem moſt unfit z and rejects others, 
who appear more likely ; but at length it will appear that 
we were miſtaken, Let this be a caution to us to guard 
our hearts; to ſee that we act upon right principles, and 
for good ends, for God cannot be deceived, We learn alſo, 
to judge of others by their tempers and ſouls, and not by 


' outward appearances; to value thoſe moſt, whoſe minds 
are moſt holy, whoſe tempers are kind and obliging; not 
thoſe who are only eminent for a comely countenance or | 
height of ſtature; and who, like him whom Samuel thought 
the Lord would chooſe, are proud, ſurly, and paſhonate, 


How miſerable is that perſon from whom the Lord is 
departed, and his ſpirit withdrawn! When the ſpirit of the 


Lord departed from vaul he was in a ſad condition, grew 
 trecful and rev2n. zeful ſometimes melancholy, ſometimes 
mad and outrageous. There is not a more pitiable crea- 
ture on this fide hell, than the man who is forſaken of God, 
and given up a prey to his own heart's luſts. No one ds 5 
a vorle puraſhment, than to have his own paſſions let looſe 
upon him, and the reſtraints of divine grace taken away. 
May we learn therefore highly to value, and diligently to 
ſeek and cheriſh, the influences of the good ſpirit of God; 


to guard againſt every iniquity, eſpecially wilful rebel- - . 
lion and diſobedience; for this will provoke God to take 


| away his holy ſpirit; and no dignity or power can ſecure 
| the poſſeſſion of it. May we learn to conſider the diſ- 
| pleaſure of God, and the abſence of his good ſpirit, as the 
| greateſt of all evils; ; for thus ſaith the Lord, Tye Ix, 12. Z 
. lee . to them when 1 * — biem! 15 


CHAP. XVII. 


* In the former chapter Wwe had. an account of David being at 


court ;, here we find him in the camp. Goliath challenges the 
_ armies of Iſrael; David accepts the challenge, and gains the 
_ vidory: ; pon which Saul enquires parliculariy about him. 


. NOW 


4 
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"OW the Philiſtines took advantage of Sauls lunacy 
and intapacity for buſineſs, and gathered together 


4 Thicke armies to battle, and were gathered together at 
Shochoh, which [helongeth] to Judah, and pitched 


between Shochoh and Azekah, 1 in Ephes-dammim, ar, 


the coaſt of Dammim. A nel Saul and the men of Iftacl 
were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of 


Elah, and ſet the battle in array againft the Philiſtines. 


And the P! hiliſtines Good on a mountain on the one ſide 


And Ifrael food on a mountain on the other ſide: and 
[there was] a valley between them. 
And there went out a champion out of the camp of the 


| Philiſtines, named Goliath, of Gath, one of the Anakims 


Tho fied from Joſlila, (ſee chi. xi. 22.) whole height [was] 
ſix cubits and a ſpan, more than three yards, And [he 

| had] an helmet of braſs upon his head, and he [was]! 
5 armed, or clothed, with a coat of mail; and the 
weight of the coat [was] five thouſand ſnekels of braſs, 
or about a hundred and a half. - And [he had] greaves of 
| braſs upon his legs, and a target of braſs between his : 
ſhoulders. And the ſtaff of his ſpear [was] like a-wea- 
ver's beam; and his ſpear's head [weighed] fix hundred 
ſhekels of iron, about twenty five Pounds: and one bear- 
ing a ſhield went before him. And he ſtood and cried 
unto the armies of Iſrael, and ſaid unto them, Why 
are ye come out to ſet [your] battle in array? [am] not 
1 a Philitine, and ye ſervants to Saul? chooſe you a 
man for you, and let him come down to me. If he be 
able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be 
your ſervants: but if 1 prevail againſt him, and kill 
him, then ſhall ye be our ſervants, and ferve us. And 


. the Philiſtine ſaid, I defy the armies of Iſrael this day; 


give me a man, that we may fight together, and by 
11 1 5 ngle combat decide the day. When Saul and all Iſrael _ 
heard thoſe words of the Philiſtine, they were diſmay- 
ed, and greatly afraid; here was not @ man that durſt 
look him in lhe face; even Jonathan was diſmayed, and 


found no impulſe 16 attack him; this work was rejert ed for 
David. 


1 NOW 


12 


SAMUEL XVIt, 09 
11 Now David [was] the ſon of that Ephrathite of 
Beth-lehem-judah, whoſe name [was] Jeſſe; and he 


had eight ſons: and the man went among mea for] 


an old man in the days of Saul, au was ther efore excuſed 


13 from going do war. And the three eldeſt ſons of Jeſſe 


went [and] followed Saul to the battle: Ard the names 


of his three {ons that went to the battle [were] Eliab 
the firſt born, and next unto him Abinadab, and the 
14 third Shammah, And David [was] the youngeſt: and 


15 the three eldeſt followed Saul. But, Souls fits being 
2970 over, and his fever become conflant, David went and 


returned from Saul to feed his father's ſheep at Be the 
16 lehem. And the Philiſtine drew near morning and 


17 evening, and preſented himſelf forty days. And Jeſſe 


ſaid unto David his ſon, Take now for thy brethren 


EY ephah of this parched corn, ] and theſe ten loaves, 


18 and run to the camp to thy brethren z And carry 
| theſe ten cheeſes unto the captain of [their] thous 
fand, that le may ſh9Ww them favour, and not put them 


upon any deſperate ſervice, and look how thy brethren 


fare, and 85 their pledge, bring a token that th; 2y are 
19 alive and well. Now Saul, and they, and al Uthe men 


of Irael, [were] in the valley of Elah, fighting with 
the Philiſtines, or feirmiſhing, and ready to Halit. 


20 And David roſe up early in the morning, and left the 
ſheep with a keeper, and-took, and we at, as ſeſſe had 
commanded him; and he came to the trench, or place 
of the carriage, as the hoſt was going forth to the fight, 
and ſhouted for the battle; he found the army drawn. UP, 


the Philiſtine champion vat UPS CS ual, and ſde the 


21 panick into which the Iſraclites were fires. For Iſrael and 
the Philiftines had put the battle in array, army againſt 


22 army, And David left his carriage, he prov? iſto 2% he 
ad brought to his brethren, in the hand of the k Keeper of 


= the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and 
23 ſaluted his brethren. And as he talked with them, 
ö behold, there came up the champ! Os. the Philiſtine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Phi- 


liſtines, and ſpake according to the fame words as 


24 before, v. 8. and David heard [ mm And all the 


men 


1 _— 
— — 
— — 
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men of 1 when they ſaw the man, fled from him, 


25 and were fore afraid. And the men of Iſrael ſaid, Have 


ye ſeen this man that is come up? ſurely to defy Iſrael 
is he come up: and it ſhall be, [that] the man who 
| killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, and make his father's 


26 houſe free in Iſrael, from all taxes and cuſtoms. And 


David ſpake to the men that ſtood by him, ſaying, 
What ſhall be done to the man that killeth this Phi. 
liſtine, and taketh away the reproach from Iſrael? % 
enquires more particularly into the reward that was to le 
given, and then adds, for who [is] this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine, that he ſhould defy the armies of the living 
God? He was not ſo much moved by the reward, as by 


27 zeal for God and his covenant, And the people anſwered 


him after this manner, ſaying, fo ſhall it be done to 


28 the man that killeth him. And Eliab his eldeſt brother 
heard when he ſpake unto the men; and Eliab's anger 


. was kindled againſt David, he was moved with envy and 
_ Jealouſy, and he faid, Why cameſt thou down hither ? 
and with whom haſt thou left thoſe few ſheep in the 
wilderneſs? I know thy pride, and the naughtineſs of 
thine heart; for thou art come down that thou might 
eſt ſee the battle. This was very unkind language, unputing 
his coming there to nothing but curioſity and pride; and in. 
limating, that he was more fit to tend a few ſheep, than 10 


29 fight a giant. And David returned a very mild anſwer, 


1 and ſaid, What have now done? [1s there] not a cauſe? 
had I not reaſon enough for coming here, when my father 


ſent me, and for making this enquiry, When Jjrae!? S ary. 
end God are defied? 


30 And he turned from him toward; amocher. and (puke _ 
e after the ſame manner: and the people anſwered him 
3 31 again after the former manner. And when the words 


were heard which David ſpake, they rehearſed [them] 


32 before Saul: and he ſent for him. And David faid to 


Saul, Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him ; thy ſer- 


9 3 vant will go and fight with this Philiſtine. And Saul 


faid to David, Thou art not able to go againſt this 
 Philiſtine to 1 with him: for thou 105 bat] a youth, 


and 


"Ir SAMUEL. XVII. 95 
and he a man of war from his youth; out of kindneſs 10 
| 24 David he would not have him to venture his life. And 
David, with great dignity and humility, ſaid unto Saul, 
Thy ſervant kept his father's ſheep, and there came a 
lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : 

E And I went out after him, and ſmote him, and de- 
livered [it] out of his mouth: and when he aroſe againſt 
me, I caught him] by his beard, and ſmote him, and 
I 5 ſlew him. Thy ſervant flew both the lion and the bear: 
and this uncircumciſed Philiſtine ſhall be as one of 
| them, ſeeing he hath defied the armies of the living 
37 God. David ſaid moreover, The Losp that delivered 
mae out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philiſtine. David encouraged himſelf by three arguments; 
| His ſucceſs againſt theſe beaſts, the uncircumciſi ton of this Phi- 
Vine, and that he had defied the armies of the living Cod; 

therefore he aſſured himſelf of ſucceſs. And when Saul 


77 him to be a man of ſo much courage, reſolution, and _ 


faith, he ſaid unto David, Go, and the Logp be with 5 

thee. „ | 
38 And Saul Or David with his armour, md. ho put 
an helmet of braſs upon his head; alſo he armed him 
39 with a coat of mail. And David girded his ſword upon 
| his armour, and he aſſay ed to go; for he had not 


proved ſit. 3. And David ſaid unto Saul, cannot go 


| with theſe; for I have not proved (them; ] ot having 
been accuſtomed to them, they were rather an tmcumbrance 
40 than an help to him. And David put them off nim. And 
| he took his ſtaff in his hand, and choſe him five ſmooth 
| flones out of the brook, and put them in a ſhepherd's 
1 bag which he had, even in a ſcrip; and his ſling [was! 
in his hand: and zo ſhow that he was not afraid, ne 
41 drew near to the Philiſtine. And the Philiſtine came 


| on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare 


| 42 the ſhield [went] before him. And when the hi- 
| liſtine looked about, and ſaw David, he diſdained him: —— 
for he was [but] a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair 
countenance ; he expected to have met fome tail, robuſt per- 
Jo; Pal finding a youth e who was not like a Warrior, 
85 but 5 


96 


43 


45 
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tut amiable rather tan terrible, he thus addreſſed him, 
And the Philiſtine ſaid unto David, [Am] I a dog, 


that thou comeſt to me with ſtaves? and the Philiſtine 


curſed oy vid by his gods, prayed Dagon and Aſlil arcs, 


10 deſtrey him; a circumſtance which David no doubt con. 


44 fraered as a token for Good. And the Philiſtine ſaid to 
David, Come to me, and 1 will give thy fleſh unto 
the fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field. 

Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, in the moſt noble 
couragecus, and Picus language, I hou comeſt to me With 


a ſword, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield : but 


I come to thee in the name of the LoRD of hoſts, the 


God of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied. 
This day will the Loxp deliver thee into mine hand; 
and ] wall ſmite thee, and take thine head from thee; 
end ! will give the carcaſes of the hoſt of the Philiftines 


6 this d day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild bea!!s 


is a God in Tract: 


of the earth ; that all the earth may know that there 


And all this aſſembly ſhall know 


that the Lonp faveth not with ſword and ſpear, or 4% 


10 


51 


ie «vill male it ſucces ful.” 
the Fhiliftine aroſe, and came, and drew nigh, falling 


on with flate and inſolence, to meet David, that David 


cut off his head therewith, 


human force : for the battle is the Lony's, and he w ill 


give you into our hands; t 7s the Lord's cauſe, and 
And it came to paſs, when 


haſted, and ie the Iſraelites were pilying David, and 


the Philiflines bil ing him, he ran toward the army to 
meet the Philiſtine 
bag, and took thence a ſtone, and flang [it,] and ſmote 
the Philiſtine in his forehead, 
his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth; 71: 
Stader of his helmet, or that part which covers the forehead, 


dg probably tur ned up in ſcorn, and fearing no danger le 
that Place, God direfed the flone hae. 
vailed over the Philiſtine with a fling and with a ſtone, 
and ſmote the Philiftine, and flew. him; but 
was] no ſword in the hand of David. Therefore David 


And David put his hand in his 


that the ſtone ſunk into 


ran, and ſtood upon the F kiliftine, and took his ſword, 
and drew it owt of the ſheath thereof, and New him, ar 1 


nd when the Phi. tines 


lau 


\W | 


So David pre- 


[there 


vv!!! Vn” yy 


ſaw their champion was dead, they fled ; t/ey d, 2 1M throw 


, "1 down their arms and become ſervants to Saul, as Goliath 

e | had promiſed, but ran away. 

2 And the men of Ifr ael and of. Judah 170 5 and 

. fhouted, and purſued the Philiſtines, David probably 

o Leading the way, until thou come to the valley, and to 

o the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philiſtines 
fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and 
„ 53 unto Ekron great multitudes were deſtroyed. And the 
children of Israel returned from chaſing after the Phi- 
fliſttines, and they ſpoiled their tents. 

: 54 And David took the head of the Philiſtine, TY after 5 
. he had ſhowed it to Saul, he brought it to Jeruſalem : but 
he put his armour in his tent, "and afterwards laid it up ' 
55 in the tabernacle, (ch. xxi. 9.) And when Saul ſaw David 
: go forth againſt the Philiſtine, he ſaid unto Abner, the 
s WW captain of the hoſt, Abner, whoſe ſon [is] this youth ? 
And Abner faid, [As] thy ſoul liveth, O king, I can- 

» WF not tell; Sous memory was probably much impaired, and 
» = 25 it was a year or two ſince David had left the court, he 
Vas altered in flature, and now had on his fhepherÞs dreſs. 
i Aer might have been from hoine on ſome expedition while 
„David was with Saul, and for that reaſon did not know him 
% ww. And the king faid, Enquire thou whoſe fon the 
f/ tripling is.] And as David returned from the ſlaugh- 
ter of the bhiliſtines, Abner took him, and brought 
o him before Saul with the head of the Philiſtine in his 
18 58 hand. And Saul faid to him, Whoſe ſon [art] thou, 

= Wei thou] young man? And David anſwered, [I am] the 

to i fon of thy ſervant Jeſſe the Beth lehemite ; 5 and laid the 8 

i * head oY has enemy at the Buy" 5 feet, 25 


REFLECTIONS. 
15 0 W worthy of imitation by all young abs.” is 


glad to be diſmiſſed from court, that he might retire to a 


e did not appear to be fond of pre- eminence; but was 
8 ba. to live in an humble ſtation, till God ſhould call him 
a\ OL. III. 


I» Þ FS out 


I E the humility and modeſty of David. He ſeemed 


Plain private life; tho? he knew what God intended him for. 


R SAMUEL: xvn. 


out to a more publick and honourable one Let young 
people learn, that humility is the greateſt ornament, and 
the beſt preparative for advancement in the world ; above 
All, that it is the way to ſecure the favour of God; Who 
 reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 


2. We ſee the folly and wickedneſs of a proud, envious 


ſpirit. With what pride, ill nature, and rudeneſs did 
Eliab treat David! but this was a ſure ſign of a baſe, 


cowardly ſpirit, He chode and trampled upon him, as if 


_ unworthy of his notice. It is to be feared this is too much 
the caſe with many elder brothers, who think they have 2 


right to domineer over the younger. Men of proud, cn- 


vious ſpirits, often run into indecent language, indulge 


groundleis jealouſies, and cenſure very unjuſtly. It ſhoull 


"be our care to guard apainft this "HRT, and honour vir. 
tue and merit wherever we ſee it. Let brethren e 


be kind, obliging, and affable, one to another.. 
3. We learn, not 10 render railing for railing. David Was 


— undoubtedly diſpleaſed at this unkind and unjuſt treatment, 
but he kept himſelf from paſſion, and with a ſoft anſe 


turned away wrath, Tho? he had reaſon on his fide, he did 
10t rail, and return the abuſive language, but bore it with 


an excellent temper. We have never more reaſon to guard 
our heart and tongue than when we meet with ill treatment 
and ſcurrilous language; eſpecially when we are conſcious 


that we do not deſerve it. David, when ruling his own 


ſpirit, was more honourable than ww killing Goliath, IIe 


that hath rule over his own ſpirit, and ſhows It by bridling his 


longue, is better than the mighty. 


4. The ſervants of God ought to take encouragement 
from former appearances of providence in their favour 


How wiſely and piouſiy did David argue, that God would 
nov deliver him, becauſe he had before done ſo out of the 
paw of the lion and the bear. He recollected what he bad 
done, that he ftill had the ſame power, and therefore 


truſted that he would do it. So St. Paul reaſons, (ſome 


think with alluſion to this ſtor y) 1 was delivered out of tht 
mouth of the lion; and the Lord 2 deliver me from every evil 
Work, ond c will preſerve w me unto lis heaven'y ting dem. 


5. We 
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We learn from the whole ſtory, that 7h Prong man 


7 not glory in his ſtrength, Goliath, tho* one of the 
talleſt men that ever lived, proportionably ſtrong, and 
well armed, was overcome by a contemptible ſtone from 
David's fling. This monſter, with his armour and weapons, 
vas all brought down at once. How vain is it to bolt of 
| ſtrength ! What a mean thing to glory | in, when life is ſo 


recarious, and ſo eaſily taken away! Let the enemies of 


God and his people, who proudly defy him and his armies, 


ſee how eaſily he can pour contempt upon them, and fink | 
© their glory in the duſt, Let us all remember, that piety is 


the ſtrength and ornament of the man; and while great . 
HGoliath's pride and vapouring is brought down, pious, 


= 


humble David is Het man Whom God delighteth to 10 ao. 


c H A P. XVIII. 
Ve have here ban, honour, Sau?s | envy, and his attempts 10 : 


deſtroy David. 


N D it came to paſs, when he had made. an 1 end 

of ſpeaking unto Saul, that the foul of Jonathan 

vas knit with the ſoul of David; and Jonathan loved 

2 1 er as his own ſoul.” And Saul took him that day, 

and would let him go no more home to his father's 
3 houſe, but would have him to be always with him. Then 
Jonathan and David made a covenant, becauſe lis loved 

him as his own foul ; they ſolemnly entered into a league of 
perpetual friendſhip, which extended to themſelves and their 

4 Poſterily. And Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the robe 
that [was] upon him, and gave it to David, and his 


Bae, even. to his ſword, and to his bow, and to 5 


5 Probably David aid e ch more tha we 3 a particu- : 


lar account of; which might further diſcover his prudence, modelty, 1 55 


courage, and piety. Jonathan loved him for theſe excellent vir- 
des, and the ſervices he had done for God, fcr the king, and 
bor all Ifrael, A wife providence intended this for the preſerva- 


; tion of David, that he might have a friend at court to intercede 


Tl him, to give him notice of danger, and ſupport and comfort | 
0 under all” his: difficulties and Th uſage, 
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his girdle, that he ers do him honour, and ſee him habi tod 
5 fuitably tn the noble exploits he had performed. And David 
went out whitherſoever Saul ſent him, ſand] behaved 
himſelf wi! ſely: and Saul ſet him over the men of war, 
. made him capinin of the cuarde; and he was accepted in 
the fight of all the people, and alſo in the ſight of Saul's 
ſervants; he had the good will of Saul, of his courtiers, of 
the ſoldicrs, and of all the people; but it was ſtill a greater 
honour thet he had grace 10 bear all 15 0 Hou, pride and 
Arrogance. 


6. And it came to pelt as 935 came, when David was 


returned from the ſlaughter of the Philiſtine, that the 


women came out of all the cities of Iſrael, ſinging and 
dancing to meet king Saul, when he returned from his 
camp to his palace at Gibeali, with tabrets, with ; joy, and 
7 with inſtruments of muſicx. And the women anſwered 
{one another] as they played, and faid, Saul hath flain 
his thouſands, and David his ten thouſands, in ſlaying 
_ Gojeath, and thus making way for the deſtruction of the Ph, 
8 /iſtines, And Saul was very wroth, and the ſaying dil- 
_ pleaſed him, lis angry paſſions began to riſe ; and he ſaid, 
They have aſcribed unto David ten thouſands, and to 
me they have aſcribed [but] thouſands : and [what] 
can he have more but the kingdom? He now ſuſpetted 
that David was the perſon whom Samuel referred to as his 
g fucce or. And Saul eyed David from that day and for- 
ward with envy and malice; he watched to ſee whether he 

- lool any ſieps to undermine him and gain the throne. 
10 And it came to paſs on the morrow, that the evil 
"Giri from God came upon Saul, his diſcontented, angr) 
melancholy diſpoſition, expoſed him to the attack of the evi 

| ſpirit, and he propheſied in the midſt of the houſe: 
and David played with his hand, as at other times: and 
11 [there was] a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul caft 
the javelin; for he ſaid, I will ſmite David even to the 
wall (with! it. t] And David avoided out of his preſence 


..__ twice, 


5 The W is, he hs - himſelf a prophet, or r feigned himſelf 
to be under a prophetick influence; ſung ſome devout ſong, and 
uſed ſuck ſigns and geſtures as prophets uſually did, to lull David 

| aſleep, that he Ne not lulpeR any — 
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| [2 twice. And Saul was afraid of David, becauſe: t EO 
| [Logp was with him, and was departed from Saul; 155 1 8 


confirmed his opinion that he was the man deſig ned Tor the 


| 13 kingaom : T herefore Saul removed him from him, and | 


made him his captain over a thouſand; he employed hint 
abroad in warlike and dangerots expeditions, hoping he might 
be flain in ſome of them, or that he ſhould find an oppo riuniiy 
of deſtroying hin pr zvately;, and he went out and came in 


| 14 before the people. And David behaved himſelf wiſely 


in all his ways, here was no fault in his conduct, and 


15 the Lord [was] with him. Wherefore when Saul ſaw 


that he behaved himſelf very wiſely, he was afraid of ; 
him; is increaſed Saul's fulpici ion and defire of revenge. 


16 But all Iſrael and Judah loved David, beca uſe ke went 


out and came in before them; ai, the tribes of Iſrael, 
more eſpecially that of Fudah, loved David : he headed them 


3 : in all their expeditions, and his prident condutt, courage, 


and ſucceſs, gained their alſection. 


| 17 And Saul faid to David, Behold my ae ber _ 


Merab, her will 1 give thee to wife: only be has | 
valiant for me, and fight the Lorp's battles : Seu was 17 
under an obligation to do this, according to his promiſe N 


I killing Goliath; but David's humility Would not allow him to 
claim i. Now Saul offers it. Aud can any thing be more 


Lind than to offer him his daughter? or any thing more re- 
 ligious than to wiſh ſucceſs to the Lord's battles? yet tis 
treacherous wretch never intended more im! [chief /0 David, or 


more unfaith ;fulneſs to God, than at this time. For Saul 


aid, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand 
of the Philiſtines be upon him; /e did not care to murder 
tum himſelf, but would be glad that he ſhould: fall by the © 


18 hands of the Philiſtines. And David moaeſely anſwered, . 


and ſaid unto Saul, Who [am] 1? and what is] my 
te, [or] my father's family 1 in Iſrael, that I ſhould be 

| ſon in law to the king? myſelf and my family are too mean 

_ to expect ſuch an honour, yea, even the hazaraing my life 

9 cannot deſerve it. But it came to pats at the time When 
Merab Saul's daughter ſhould have been given to 
David, that ſhe was given unto Adriel the Meho athite 
to wife, T he match had been delayed, to engear it the more c 
„ 4 . e 


20; 


that the hand of the Philiſtines may be againit him, 

_ Wherefore Saul ſaid to David, Thou ſhalt this day be 

my ſon in law in [the one of | the twain, 2 lie 7 You; 
Lib“ not in the elder, hoping that ſhe would prove a fr 
22 19 him, and join to execute a deſien againft his life. Ani 30 
Saul commanded his ſervants, [faying, Comma | 


; delight! in thee, and all his ſervants love thee: * now 


26 the hand of the Philiſtines. And when his Gree 


27 


Þ Dr. WALL Where har the Gree! 
dred. Fowps. D. 25. and Day: d' OWN words, 2 dam. 111.14. 


gccept the offer, but the courticrs were commanded to tt: 
Him lo it, by Lelling him thiat he had the afjeTion of the 15 
and the people. And Saul's ſervants ſpake thoſe word 
in the ears of David. And David faid, Seemeth it to 
you [a] light {thing g to be a king's . in Jaw, ecing 
that] (am] a poor mai 1, and lightly eſteemed ? / dn ui 


£ Was. the cu? 2 of thoſe days, and was to be ſettled 2 hi 

24 

aid, This Mall ye ſay to David, The! king deſireth not 

any dowry, but an hundred forelkins of the Philiitines 
to be avenged of the king's enemies. This was a ors 
Poſal which Ts thought Dar id could not decline Ho. ih 
imputation of cowardice ; but Saul, by pretending Nil 
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at lereth, when his hopes were at the higheſt, his aff ei Y 
fixed, "and the time appointed, Saul broke it off at on; 
perhaps to raiſe David's reſentment that ne might have ml 
prelence for putting him to aeath, = 29 


And Michal Saul' 8 0 daughter loved David: and they 


told Saul, and the thing leaſed him. And Saul (iid, 


I will g1Ve him her, that the may be a ſnare to him, nd E 29 


with David ſecretly, and ſay, Behold; tie king 


fore be the king” s ſon in law. David was 9! wer irs t 


able to pa 7 a awry, ſuch as a king nught expecr. #7 it 


wife and her children. And the ſervants. of Saul toid 
him, ſaying, ps this manner ipake David. And Saul 


ceo, the Fſulfſtines, thought to make David fall & 


told David theſe words, it pleaſed David well to be ih! 
king's ſon in law: and the days fer the bringing i 4 Uh 
fortſxms were not expir red. Wi herefore David arole and 
went, he and his men, and flew of the Philiſtines Th 0 
hundred men z h and David brought their forefkins, an 

£1368 
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n they gave them in full tale to the king, that he might 
%; be the king's fon in law. And Saul gave him Michal 


7 his daughter to wife. 4 
28 And Saul ſaw and knew that the Log» [was] with 
David, and [that] Michal SauPs daughter loved him, 


iid uad too much affection for her huſband to Join 1 in the baſe do- 
ind 29 Signs of her father. And Saul was yet the more afraid of 
. David, becauſe his deſigns ain his life had mi ſcarried, 
be And the way was paved for him ta the throne by his being 
% dle king's ſon in lau; and Saul became David's enemy 
wm continually , he was every 15 more fully bent to deſtroy 
d 20 im. Then the princes of the Philiſtines went forth 
ne 70 revenge the 7 ury David had done them; and it came 
to paſs, after they went forth, [that] David behaved 
rc BE himſelf more wiſely than all the ſervants of Saul; fo. 
that his name was much ſet by; he was highly htcemed 
„all, which raiſed Saul“s Paſſion, end zncre- Tai his Zea 
* 70 nated wo N 

& 

„„ K E F L E. Fa T 1 E 8. 

1. E ſee here an U gig inſtance of the vanity of 
dhe eld. Who fo ſeemingly happy as David! 


6 He returned 3 in triumph, Saul care} ed and advanced him, 
E jonathan the king's fon made a league with Ka the 
| king's daughter fell in love with him, the courtiers and 
| foldiers eſteemed him, and he was beloved by all the peo- 
ple; yet this was the beginning of his ſorrows; and 1 Invu- 
x merable artifices were' made uſe of to deſtroy him. See 
Ss what ſlippery places great men ſtand in; and what little 


| happier when a ſhepherd, than now. Let us learn con- 
| tentment in a low condition, and check the riſings of 
| ambition, The greater height, the greater danger, 
2, See what a malignant paſſion envy is, and what a 
| demon i it turns a man into. Never was SauPs breaſt ſo lit 
| 2 lodging for the evil ſpirit, as when full of envy, He 
| needed no worle ſpirit than his own to torment him. The 
| caſe was, David had behaved 958 and the women gave 
Saul more and David leſs t than he deſerved and yet how 
Ht + goes 


reaſon there is to envy their condition. David was mvzh _ 


evil work, 


Sauls courticrs and ſoldiers paid to David, 


fools only, but deſpiſed by the wite and good. Whercas 


happineſs reſulting from it. 


vith John, 1 Epiſtle, i. 3. behola, de har ranmer of love the 


father hath c upon 15, that We Thad be cat ea the fs 
ae * Cad. 8 


I E. XI. 


does his envy and reſentment riſe! It is plain that the ſpirit 
of God is departed from men, when they can bear to heat 
no one praiſed but themſelves ; when they are jealous and 
ſuſpicious of every body about them; can reſent undeſiꝶu- 

cd affronts, and are peeviſh and illnatured 3 in their language, 
The wiſdom which is from above is different from this, 1t 75 
peaceable aud gentle , but where envy and ſtrife is, cher 1 15 every 


3. Thoſe that behave wiſely; and have God with them, 
ought to be reverenced and loved. The reipcct Which 
as no more 

than he deſerved; even Saul feared him. The way to ſecure 
eſteem and reſpect, is to behave ourſelves gently. Men, as 
Mr. H ENR obſerves, think the way to be feared is to huft, 
and hector, and threaten; which makes them feared by 


the way to be both feared and loved, teared by thoſe to 


whom we would wiſh to be a terror, and loved hy thiol to 
whom we would wiſh to be a delight, 


| is to behave uur 
ſelves gently, prudently, and circumſpectly, bunbly and 


unvlameably.* H/i/com : nakes the Jace 0 Heine; it eee 


eſteem and reſpec. TR 
4. If David reckoned it ſuch an 3 to 1 


f had many de- 
ſerving qualities. How great an kenour chen, have the 


ſaints, to call God their father, and to receive the tokens 


of his love and care; and an keave nly inberitance! It this 


18 a licht matter to: any of us, we know not the G! ignity: and 
But every gcod man will ſay 


C H AP. XIX. 
David ſpoke . y experience <ohen he ſei! FW Mar y are the Gie- 


lions lle rightes 4, but the Lord delis vereth him cut of then 


6 {pig 


aul's On 
in law, what an honour is it to be the ſons and daugiuers of 


_ the Moſt High, the King of Kings! Devi. ſpeaks oi the 
alliance with great reſpect, tho' he himfc 
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all. £ He has in this chapter four remarkable eſcapes from de- 
ftruftion ; the firſt by Jonathan's inter poſition; the ſecond by 
his own activity; the third by means of bis wife; and the 
45 'h by the immediate hand of God. ED 


N D Saul ſpake to Jonathan his fon, and to all 


his ſervants, that they ſhould kill David; hen 
ie could not deſtroy him by craft, he proclaimed open enmily ; 


ond hopes the courtiers would kill him, or at leaſt that Fona- 
than weld, out of regard o his father's authority and his 
aun ntereſ. But jonathan 8 Saul's ſon delighted much 
in nh vid: and Jonahan told David, ſaying, Saul my 
fa her ſecketh to nil thee: now therefore, I pray thee, 
tale ond to thyſelf until the morning | and abide in a 
ſecret . Lo ace, and hide thyſelf; e "he courtiers found 
the! Saul wes fully ſer againſt David, none of them durſt 


A pati te plead for him, but Jonathan his failiful friend. 


Ele fe nie David of the private orders which had been 
g:ver., and exhorted him to hide humſelf immediately. And I 
will go « out and ſtand beſide my tather in the field where 


_ thou art,] I will attend him in his morning walk, or to 


his miluary exerciſes, and I will commune with my father f 
of thee, I will plead thy cauje ; perhaps his anger may have 
abated, and his mind be changed; and what J fee, that I 
Fas tell thee, that if neceſſary thou mayc/t eſcape at once. 
And Jonathan ſpake good of David unto Saul his 
” habe and faid unto him, Let not the king fin againſt | 


his fervant, againſt David; becauſe he hath not finned 


againſt thee, and becauſe his works [have been] to thee- 


5 ard very good: For he did put his life in his hand, and 


New the Philiſtine, and the Logp wrought a great ſal- 
vation for all Iſrael: thou ſaweſt lit, ] and didſt rejoice : 


| wherefore then wilt thou fin againſt innocent blood, to 
| 6. 8 & David without a cauſe! 3 And | Saul hearkened unto | 

or . 
. 1 What a bis 40 of di fimereſted friendſhip! to CUES Y his cauſe 


before his ſworn enemy, who was a man of ſuch violent paſſions. 
te ſuggeſted to his tather, what a fin and a dithonour it would 
be to flay fo faithful a fervant, who had hazarded his life and 
Javed a whole nation. There is a great deal of {kill and delicacy 
mM this addreſs; had he taid more of David's merits, it would only 
haye inflamed Saul 8 enmity; and therefore he choſe to ſelect this 


inſtance 
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the voice of Jonathan: and Saul ſware, [As] the Log 


10 


11 


than ſhowed him all thoſe things. And Jonathan 
brought David to Saul, and he was in his . as 


0th his thouſand inen, and fought with the Philiſtines, 
and flew them with a great Daughter : and they fle 
from him. This ſucceſs raiſed Seul's envy and malice, 
And the evil ſpirit from the Lord was upon Saul, a a3 
he fat in his houſe with his javelin in his hand, wi 


uſually do, tought to ſmite David even to the wall with 


and he ſmote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, 
and eſcaped that night. Saul, having added perjury ts fi 
other crimes, his cos Hence being grown ſeared and his def 
deſperate, allo ſent meſſengels unto David's houſe, « 0 
watch him, and to ſlay him in the morning: and 
Michal David's wife, having intelligence from court, r 


liveth he ory not be flain : but he did not continue long i; 
this good mind And Jonathan called David, and Jon. 


in times paſt 
Ard there was war again: and David went ou: 


were then uſed for ſcepires: and David played with [his] 
hand. And Saul, forgetting his oath, as raſh fwearer; 


the javelin : but he ſhipped away out of Saul's preſence, 


aps from Jonathan, told him, ſay ing, If thou fave not 


| 14 
15 Michal let David down through a window: and i 
13 


thy life to night, to morrow thou thalt be lain. 80 


went, and fled, and eſcaped,* And Michal took a 


| image, and laid [it] in the bed, and put a pillow of 


goats' [hair] for his bolſter, or rather, put goats? hci 


about the head of the image, the belter to reſemble Dari, 


14 


and covered [it] with a cloth. And when Saul ſent 
meſſengers to take David, ſhe ſaid, He [is] fick ; and 


: prebably ſhoweg them the bed, to prevent their ſuſpicion; 
and they hed fo much humonity as not 10 diftreſs him, vi 


15 


en 10 17 for 1m. Saul : 3 Wh gde David more lime 70 eſcape. 


And Saul } ſent the meſſengers Tagen]: to ſee Davis; 


ay! Ig; 


inſtance, in which 82 1 had ſome merit and much complacenc} 
and it had the happieſt effect. 


* It was now he compoſed the fifty ni 5 pfalm, which ſhows 
the 


diſpofition his mind was in, and may be properly read ai! 


this chapter. 


I; 
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ſaying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may 


flay him. He would not wait to ſee whether his ſickneſs 
would prove mortal or not, but orders them to bring him, 


ch or well, that he might have the pleaſure to difpaich him 


with his own hauds, And when the meſſengers were 


come in, behold, [there was] an image in the bed, with 


a pillow of goats? [hair] for his bolſter. And Saul ſaid 


ub Michal, Why haſt thou deceived me ſo, and ſent 


away mine enemy, that he is eſcaped ? Saul did not expect 


to be ſerved ſo by his daugliter; bu! providence made her the 


— 21 


means of huis deliverance, tho? [he c cb intended to be his ruin. 


And Michal anſwered Saul, he ſaid unto me, Let me 


203 why ſhould 1 kill thee? Here ſhe lold another lie, 


which 15 no way excuſeable z tho her love to e huſbend is 


commendable. Before, ſhe behaved like David's wife, but 


now, like SauPs dauchtcr. David was not ſuch an inperious, 


 brutifh hi ſband as ſhe intimated, but We ſaid = thiiig ta 


18 


turn the edge of Souls reſentment. 

80 David fled, and eſcaped, and « came to gamue! to 
Ramah, jor direction and protection, and told him . 
that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel we 


19 and dwelt in Naioth. And it was told Saul, "aying; 


20 


Behold, David [1s] at Naioth in -Ramah. 
And Saul, fargetting the reverence due 4 Samuel and the , 
ſtudento, ſent meſſengers to take David: and when they 


ſaw the company of the prophets propheſy ing, /uging 


divine ſongs, and celebrating the praiſes of God in ſublime 


and rapturoas ſtrains, and Samuel ſtanding [ as | appoint- 


ed over them, 70 inſtruc, moderate, od" a; cred them in 


their holy exerciſe, the ſpirit of God was upon the meſſen- 
gers of Saul, and they alſo propheſied; % either forgot 


David, or their minds were brought into Jo good a frame 


that they durſt not do ſoilla thing. And when 1t was told 


Saul, he ſent other meſſengers, and they prophetied - 


ewig. And Saul ſent meſii ſengers n the third 
time, and they propheſied alſo, all were diverted from their 
purpoje, Then went he h:nſeif allo to Ramah, (/urprifing 


oofriracy ) and came to a great well that [is] in S-chu : 


and he aſked and ſaid, W here [are] Samuel and David? 
And r ſaid, Behold, Tre 7 be] at Naioth in Ra- 


mah. 


— — —— — * — rr Eg 


ä I. SAMUEL. XIX. 
23 mah. And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah : and 
the Spirit of God was upon him alſo, and he went on, 
and propheſi d, until he came to Natoth in Rimah; Gai 
' ſhowed him beforehand that is was in vain he ettempte] 60 
24 take David, whom God defended. And he ſtripped off his 
clothes alſo, and prepheficd before Samuel in like man- 
ner, and lay down naked! all that day and all that night. 
W herefore they i lay, 15) Saul allo among the prophets? 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. * may here obſerve; that there is no dependence 


to be placed on a man of ungoverned Ener 


A ſuricus man, ſaitii Solomon, avideth in tranſereſſion. David 


had every thing to ſecure him from violence, that would 
be likely to influence a reaſonable man; goodneſs, merit, 
reat ſervices, affinity; SauPs reaſon was on his fide z he had 


bound nunfelt by an oath not to hurt him; yet he overioolt: 
ed and broke thro' all. 1 here 1 15 no truſting to a man's ho- 


nour, his word, or even his oath, if he has no command 


cover his paſions ; for he is in fact a madman. The fewer 


dealings, and the leſs acquaintance we have with ſuch 
perſons, the better. Make no frienaſhip with an angry man : 


aud with a furious man thou ſhalt not go left thou learn his 
; 92 — ; and get a ſnare to thy ſoul, Prov. xxii. 24, 25. | 
2. We fee, that the hearts of all men are in God's hand, 
ad he can turn them which way ſoever he will. He won- 
derfully overruled SauPs contrivances for David's ruin; 
turned his meſſengers for a while into prophets, and at 
length Saul himſelf alſo. God's power is not confined to 
places or perſons : „ he has innumerable ways to confound 
the enenues of his people, and to defeat their devices, He 
can manage the hearts and tongues of men, ſo as to make 
them ſerve his own purpoſes. Let this preſerve us from 
the fear of man, and excite us to courage and reſolution in 


the way of duty; ; for, if God be for us, ww/z0 Jaall be ag ail uſt 
MSF == 


85 Extraordinary Bis are no proof of true grace A 
man 


1 ; 2 his upper garment ; ſo the phraſe is uſed by. the ſacr⸗ 
WI: ters, and by many greek and latin authors. 
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Iban may have excellent abilities, both ade! and acquir- 
led, yea, ſupernatural endowments, and yet continue ignorant 
of God and religion Tho' Saul propheſied, his heart 
continued corrupt and unchanged. Hence we learn, not 
Ito truſt to any gifts whatever, for thus ſaith the apoitle 
paul, Tho? I have the gift of prophecy, like Saul, and under- 
3 and all myſteries, and all ænotoledge; the* I have all faith, ſo 
; Fl I could remove mountains; tho? I beſtow all my goods to 
bed the poor, or give my body to be burned, and have not cha- 
mm I am nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. 2, 3. And our Lord declares, 
Many will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, ade we not 
1 C 7rophefe ied in thy name? and in thy name have caſt out. devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works ? Aud then e will N 
927% unto diem, 1 never knew you; aepart from ine, Je that 
þ 207% . Matt, vii. 22, 23. VE 
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CHAP. XY. 


* PS chapt Fer David repr eſent; his preſent 4 ref 73 ona an; 3 
co, upon diſcovering SauPs wicked diſpoſition, in}orms Dai! | 
of his danger; upon which they mutually renew 75 ir covenant AY 


EK = fr iendſlip, and affettionat ly part from each other 


ND David, zaking the opportunity of ga. 5 ecſtacy 
fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and fd | 
before Jonathan, What have I done? what ſis] mine 
iniquity ? and what ſ is] my fin before thy father, that 
he ſecketh my life? He Fra dey there mujt be ſome extraor- 
dinary reaſon for all this violent oppoſition, and wiſhed 4% 
Know it, as he was not conſcious to himſelf of any irregu- 
2 lariiy. And he ſaid unto him, God forbid ; thou ſhalt 
not die, thou needeſt not fear any fuch thing: behold, my 
father will do nothing either great or ſmal |, but that he 
will ſhow it me: and why ſhould my father hide this 
thing from me? it [is] not ſſo.) Fonathan ſeems not to 
have known all the ſteps that Sul] 1d taken ; or he truſted too 
much to SauPs cath, or ſuppoſed ne would be heller whon his 
3 frantic fit was over. And David ſware moreover, took a 
ſclemm oath that it was er and ſaid, Thy father certainly 
: knoweth — |, 


2 . —_— r * 
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knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; and he 
| faith, Let not Jonathan know this; of my reſoluti;n 
to kill David, leſt he be grieved : but truly [as] the 
Loxp liveth, and [as] thy ſoul liveth, ers is] but x 
ſtep between me and death, [land in extreme danger, like 
4 man on the edge of a precipice. Then ſaid Jonathan unto 
David, Whatſoever thy ſoul defireth, I will even do [it 
5 for thee, to diſcover Saul's intention and fave thy life, And 
David faid unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow [is] the 
new moon, and I ſhould not fail to fit with the king at 
meat : but let me go, that I may hide myſelf in the 
6 field unto the third [day] at even.” If thy father at all 
miſs me, then ſay, David carnefily ad [leave] of 
me, that he might run to Beth-lehem his city: for 
7 there is] a yearly facrifice there for all the family," It 
he ſay thus, [It is] well; thy ſervant ſhall have peace 
but if he be very wroth, [then] be ſure that evil is de- 
termined by him, you may conclude that he is flill intent 
8 upon revenge. Therefore thou ſhalt deal kindly with thy 


- ſervant, by informing me how Saul ſtands aſfected to me, and. 


what is the cauſe of his anger; tor thou haft brought thy 
ſervant into a covenant of the Logp with thee : not- 
withſtanding, if there be in me iniquity, if 7 have really 
done ai thing deſerving of death, ſlay me thyſelf; for why 
ſhouldſt thou bring me to thy father? why betray me 10 


g him, by concealing his evil intentions from ine? And Jona- 
than ſaid, Far be it from thee, hat thou ſhauldſt be put to 

death, either by me or my father: for if J knew certainly 

that evil were determined by my father to come upon 
tee, then would not I tell it thee ? Surely this is the lecſt 
10 that I could do. "Then ſaid David to Jonathan, Who 
hall tell me? « or r what f if ] hy father anſwer thee rough- 


by? 


0 ö was Aa 1 Ree frcrifice every. new moon; this was kept : 


for two days, becauſe the moon ſometimes appeared in the even— 


ing and ſometimes in the morning. They feaſted on what Was 
2 left; and David, as an officer of the King's: ton, uſed to he 
| there. ” 
= It was the 3 Ie pious. Miles to aſſemble at an "yearly: 


| ſacrifice, to ſtrengthen their mutual affection, and join in thank - 
fulneſs to Goo for common mercies, | 


14 


15 


16 


1 


2 
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ly: How ſhall I be informed of it ? for it 7 011 nat be palſible 


11 thee to come to thyſelf. 


And Jonathan ſaid unto David, Come, and let us g0 : 
601 into the field. And they went out both of them 
into the field, /n they might conſult the more prevately 
12 about this matter. And Jonathan, co heart was fel ld 
_ wwith generous friendſli ip, and touched at the appreſienſion of 


being ſuſpected by David, broke out into a pathetick exclama- 
tion, and ſaid unto David, O Lorp God of irael, or, 
as ſome verſions read it, The Lord God be witneſs, when I 
have ſounded my father about to morrow any time, [or] 


the third day,] and, behold, [if there be] good to- 


ward David, and I then ſend not unto thee, ad ſhow 
iz it thee; The LORD do fo and much more to Jonathan: 
but if it pleaſe my father [to do] thee evil, then ] will 


ſhow it thee, and ſend thee away, that rhow mayeſt go 


in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been 


15 3 my father, and bring thee to the kingdom, And then 


thou ſhalt not only while yet 1 live, ſhow me the kind- 
1; neſs of the Logp, that I die not: But [alſo] thou ſhalt 
not cut off thy kindneſs from my houſe for ever: no, 
not when the | Howe hath cut of the enemies of David 5 
16 every one from the face of the earth.“ So Jonathan 
made [a covenant] with the houſe of David, with David _ 
and his poſterity, [ ſaying,] Let the Lord even require 
lit] at the hand of David's en, let this zmprecation 
fall upon any that ſhow themſelves to be David's enemies, and 
17 "myſelf among the reſt, if Tao fo? And Jonathan cauſed _ 
David to ſwear again, becauſe he loved. him: for he 
loved him as he loved his own ſoul, and 1 2 he could i 


never do enough to ſecure luis friendſhip. 


18 Then Jonathan laid a plan to ſecure intligence, = ; 

; Kidd to David, To morrow [is] the new moon: and 

thou ſhalt be miſſed, becauſe thy ſeat will be empty. ” 

19 And [when] thou haſt ſtayed three days, then] thou 
 thalt | go- down quickly, and. come to the place where 

thou 

„This probably Wert to the . cuſtom of the king's 


ſucceſſor ſlay ing all the royal family, to prevent diſturbance. 


? It was in Temembrance ct this covenant That David Was ſo 
bind to eee | 


C XX. 


thou didft hide thyſelf when the buſineſs was [in hand J 
and ſhalt remain by the ſtone Ezel, ſo called, becauſe ; i 
ſhowed travellers the way; probably there was ſome inſcrip. 


20 tion upon it, as it was by the highway, And I will ſhoot 
three arrows on the fide thereof, ] as though I ſhot at 


a mark. Jonatlian by this ſign was to ſhow David whe! 


21 


he was to do, left paſſengers or ſpies ſhould prevent thi; 


having an interview. And, behold, I will fend a lad, 


| [faying,] Go, find out the arrows. If I expreſsly 106 
unto the lad, Behold, the arrows [are] on this ſide of 


, Tee, take them; then come thou: for | there is] peace 
22 


to thee, and no hurt; [as] the Lokb liveth. But if 


== ſay thus unto the young man, Behold, the arrous 


3 


[are] beyond thee; go thy way: for the Lord hath 


ſent thee away. And [as touching] the matter which 


thou and I have ſpoken of, the covenant between us, (9, 


: 16, 17,) behold, the Lord [ve] a ee or Judge be. 


tween thee and me for ever. 
— 24 


So David, when the time Was come, hid himſelf ; in the 


field: and when the new moon was come, the king, 


22 wicked a man os he was, had ſome regard to the fact 0 
1 5 feaſt, ond he ſat him down to eat meat. And the king 


fat upon his ſeat, as at other times, [even] upon a fe: 
by the wall: and Jonathan aroſe, either when his father 


was coming in, or to give his uncle Abner room, and Abner 


fat by Saul's fide, and David's place was empty. Never- 


theleſs Saul ſpake not any thing that day: for he 
thought, ſomething hath befallen him, he [is] not 


clean; ſurely he [is] not clean; he hath contradted fon 


D ceremonial pollution, which renders him unclean till tt 
evening. (See Lev. xi. 24. xv. 16.) And it came to 
paſs on the morrow, {which was] the ſecond day] of 


the month, that David's place Was empty: and Saul 


29 


faid unto Jonathan his ſon, in 4 ſcorntul and reproach 5 
manner, Wherefore cometh not the ſon of Jeſſe to mea, 
neither yeſterday, nor to day? And Jonathan anſwered 
Saul, David earneitly aſked [leave] of me, {to go] to 


Beth-lehem : And he faid, Let me go, I pray thee; 


for our family hath a ſacrifice in the city; and my bro- 


ther, he hath commanded me {to be there: ] and now, 


1 
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if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, 1 
pray thee, and ſee my brethren. Therefore he cometh 


30 not unto the king's table. Then Saul's anger was 


kindled againſt Jonathan, he ſuſpected that it was diſizn- 
ed, and breaking out into a moſt furious paſſion, ſhowing 20 
reverence for the company, nor regard for the feſtival, he 
ſaid unto him, Thou ſon of the perverſe rebellious 
woman, ] or, thou perverſe rebel, do not I know that 
thou haſt choſen the ſon of Jeſſe to thine own confuſion, _ 
and unto the confuſion of thy mother's nakedneſs? By 
chooſing my enemy for thy friend, thou proveſt thyſelf not to 
be my ſon, that thy mother is a falſe adultereſs, and thou 


J 21 unworthy to inherit the kingdom : For as long as the ſon 


of jeſſe liveth upon the ground, thou ſhalt not be 
eſtabliſhed, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now ſend 


and fetch him unto me, for he ſhall ſurely die. This e 
32 little rouſed Jonathan s reſentment, And Jonathan anſwer- 


ed Saul his father with rather too much heat, and faid 


| unto him, Wherefore ſhall he be ſlain? what hath _ 
zz he done? And Saul caſt a javelin at him to ſmite 


him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determin- 


| ed of his father to lay. David; he knew there was no 


: making any terms, or expectation of £ Sauls altering His ſenti- . 
4 ments. So Jonathan aroſe from the table in fierce anger, 
and did eat no meat the ſecond day of the month : "for. 
he was grieved for David, his was one reaſon, and be- 
cauſe his father had done him ſhame, had reproached and 

evuſed him, and attempted to take his life. | 


| 25 Anditcame to paſs in the morning, that Jonathan, 5 
| taking his bow and arrows, ether for amuſement, or military 


exerciſe, went out into the field at the time appointed 
35 with David, and a little lad with him. And he faid 
unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I 
ſhoot. [And] as the lad ran, he ſhot an arrow beyond 5 
37 him. And when the lad was come to the place of the 
arrow which Jonathan had ſhot, Jonathan cried after 
the lad with a loud voice, ſo that David might hear him 
from under the rack, and eaſily diſtinguiſh the word, beyond, 


| 0 and ſaid, [Is] not the arrow beyond thee? And Jona- 


than cried after the lad, Make ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not. 
Vo. III. e 1 ) And 
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And Torunthan' s lad gathered up the arrows, and cat 


: 114 "> 


and that there was no danger of a diſco Very, he was will 
To have a ſhort interview. 0 
41 [Andi as ſoon as the lad was gone, David aroſe 7 
of {a place] toward the ſouth, and fell on his face 
the ground, and bowed himſelf three times: and they 
Filed one another, and wept one with another, unti 
42 David exceeded.*® And Jonathan ſaid to David, Gy 


in peace, foraſmuch as we have ſworn both of us in the 


39 to his maſter. But the lad knew not any thing: onh his © 
40 Jonathan and David knew the matter. And Jonathan | our l 
gave his artillery unto his lad, and ſaid unto him, Go, ?. 
carry [them] to the city; ſeeing that the coaſt was clear, and! 


more 
| paſin 
| they 
lent 

| yalia 
| that 
| paſlt 
| abu! 


klindneſs in Jonathan to hazard his own life in the ſervice 


he C 

| perf 
and 
and 
| nels 
mile 
pro: 
holy 
gen. 


er 


name of the Lokp, ſaying, The Lord be between me 
and thee, and between my feed and thy ſeed for ever, 


And he aroſe and departed: and Jonathan went into 
— ER, . 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN. :Jomntlun ber! is a 4 nolite;” heroic ian of fall 0 | 
friendſhip. A friend loveth at all times, and a brother 

is; born for a adverſe ity. He loved one who was to ſupplant 
him, one that was in adverſity, This was an extraordinary 
_ Friendſhip, built on the pureſt principles. This example of 
candour, integrity, and ſteadineſs in friendſhip, deſerves 
our imitation, He that hath ſuch a friend, ſhould ſhow 
himſelf friendly, and make all poſſible returns. It was great 


{% 


Da 
bol his friend. Greater love hath no man than this, to lay dot 
is life for his friend; but God commendeth his love toward u, 


in that Wa We Were fo . luners N Bea . AS 3 and after 
his 


— 1 David ke weep deen * was hunted fr his wife and 
family, his kindred, and the houſe of God. But it ſeems rather 
to be Jonathan's generoſity that overwhelmed David; that he was 
leaving ſuch a faithful friend, who had juſt ſaved his life at the 
hazard of his own, and that he was leaving him to the fury of 2 
a madman, who would, | if poſſible, deſtroy him for his regard 

to David. Both of them were too much affected to ſay muck 
more, therefore Jonathan, who was leaſt moved, takes leave of hin 
in a more calm, religious manner, reminding him of their mutas 
ener and ſolemn covenant in the 5 of God. 
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his example, we are commanded 70 be willing to 2 dowin 
our lives for the brethren. 
| 2, We have here a further proof, how muck: like a brute | 
and a monſter, ungoverned paſſions make a man. Few are 
more hard to be convinced and reformed, than men of ſtrong 
paffions and ungoverned ſpirits, In the example of Saul : 
| they may ſee, as in a glals, their own features. What a vio- 

lent paſſion was he in with his own ſon, who was dutiful, 

valiant, and pious | Jonathan's conduct was no evi Jence 
| that his mother was a perverſe, rebellious woman; but 
| paſſionate men never ſcruple what they ſay, or whom they 
abuſe. Saul vented all the ſcandalous, ill natured words 
he could think of, and then attempted to kill him, Let 
(perſons of hot and haſty tempers recollect this inſtance, 
and read this ſtory again and again; ; let maſters of families 
and parents often reflect upon it; that, ſeeing the odiouſ- 

reſs of anger and paſſion, they may treat their ſer vants with _ 
mildneſs, and their children with tender affection. Fathers, 

provoke not your children to wrath ; but, as the ele of Cod, 
loly and beloved, put on bowels: of affettion, compaſſion, aud 
gentleneſs  forbearing ond forgiving one another, even as Ged 8 

. 88 5 yu hath This es we es Oe 


CHAP. XXI. 


Dev, , ka 779 upon Ahimelech, gets e ns Fw a 2 15 
be flies 10 Gath, and mmpeſeth on the Phili tines, Cd 


prieſt, either to take leave of the ark, or to ſee 

 direftion «* and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of 
David, and ſaid unto him, Why [art] thou alone, and 
no man with thee ? Having heard of Sauls diſpleaſure 
againſt David, he might ſuppoſe he was flying from him, and 
that it might be dangerous to ſhelter him, eſpecially as Doeg 
2 Was Row there. And David ſaid unto Ahimelech the 
1 5 La: e prieſt, 
* Nob. was a city of Benjamin, 3 miles from G beah. 


Saul brought the ark and the tabernacle there, for the ſake of 
ng: God, and being near the court. 


\HE N came Dayid to Nob to Ahimelech the 5 5 
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prieſt, The king hath commanded me a bafnels and 
hath ſaid unto me, Let no man know an y thing of the 
buſineſs whereabout I ſend thee, and what 1 have con 
manded thee: and I have appointed [my] ſervants t 
ſuch and ſuch a place. IIe might have ſome ſervants, lui 
had no ſoldiers, as he uſed to have: the reſt of the ſtory to 
3 alie* Now therefore what is under thine hand? give 
Te] ] five [loaves of] bread in mine hand, or what there 
b een he wanted proviſons; he was afraid of Does, 
whom he knew; he could not ſtay while bread was bated, 2 
doſile the prieſt went to his own houſe, which might be at 
4 dijtance, to get ſome. And the prieft anſwered Davis 
and faid, [There is] no common bread under mine 
hand, but there is hallowed bread ; if the young men 
have kept themſelves at leaſt from women, their wives, 
by the 1% of whom they contratted ceremonial uncleannejs, 
5 Exodus xix. 15, And David anſwered the prieſt, and 
ſaid unto him, Of a truth women [have been] key: 
from us about theſe three. days, ſince I came out, and 
the veſſels of the young men are holy, and [the bread is] 
in a manner common, yea, though it were ſanctified thi 
day in the veſſel, or, eſpecially when this day there is othi 
bread ſantiificd in the veſſel, and ready to be put on the tall. 
b So the prieſt gave him hallowed | bread:] for there was 
no bread there but the ſhew bread that was taken from 
before the Loꝶx D, to put hot bread in the day when k 
7 was taken away. Now a certain man of the ſervants of 
Saul [was] there that day, detained before the Lon»; 
and his name [was] Doeg, an Edomite, but a proſcht 


10 the jewiſh religion, the chiefeſt of the herdmen that 
lbelonged] e Saul... e e 


Some writers have attempted. to vindicate this falſehood, by 
_ ſaying his intention was innocent, it was deſigned to keep the N 
prieſts from the blame of ſiding with him; and that we are not N 

| obliged to ſpeak all the truth to our own or others' diſadvantage 

But nothing can vindicate a lie. We are not to do evil iat good 
ay come, David bewails this es Cha xxii. 22. and prays againk 
it, P/alm cxix. 29. 55 | 

t He was the inſpector or governor of the W belonging 
to Saul, who, tho' a king, did not think it beneath him to habe 
| flocks and herds. This man, wicked as he was, kept up the rites 


of religion, and came to facriice, or pay his vows, at 1 taber- 
' "Rack: -- | 


10 
I 


12 


13 


N TY And David faid unto Ahimelech, And 1s there no! 
2 here under thine hand ſpear or ſword ? for I have nei- 


85 @ private man; but he gave another reaſon to the prieſt. 


liftine, whom thou fleweſt in the valley of Elah, behold, 


| prieſſ's wardrobe : if thou wilt take that, take [it:] for 


0 : | | there iS | NO Other ſave that here, And David ſaid, 

d II here 15] none like that; give it me; as being a pledge 

de of God's favour to him, and a great encouragement to his 

- Je and the prieſt gave it him, and engl red of the Lord 
„Fer him: whot the anſwer <vas, we knot * 1073 ; per haps 1 here : 
„ was none, as a puniſhment for his lying. 5 


% And David aroſe, and fled that day for fear of Saul, 
WT! and went to Achiſh the king of Gath.“ And the ew 
WH vants of Achiſh ſaid unto him, [Is] not this David the 


ling of the land? did they not ſing one to another of 
him in dances, ſaying, Saul hath flain his thouſands, 
107 and David his ten thouſands? The courtiers remonſtrated . 
U. againſt this, as appears by Pſalm liv. they watched him nar- 
25 2 and wreſted his words. They conſidered him as the 

m chief commander, next to the king, and probably would. be- 

It come his ſucceſſor , they heard what was done in Iſrael, how 


ot | fond the people were of him, and therefore adviſed Achiſh to 


; WW '2 hm. And David, aware of his danger, laid up theſe 


00 words in his heart, and was ſore afraid of Achiſh the 
lat 13 king of Gath. And therefore he had recourſe to a firatagem, _ 
nd whereby he betrayed great diſtruſt in God, and was guilty of 


by 8 9 Ll mulation, as 15 5 unbecoming. 4 ſervant of -: -- 
the . 3 e fs lis; 5 

not v It was 3 a he mould fly to che city of Goliath, and 

ge. with his ſword too. But he hoped they would receive him as an 
ood enemy of Saul. Outlaws of a nation have generally been ſhelter= _ 
ol ed by their enemies. Themiſtocles, the Athenian general, when 


banihed, fled to the enemies whom he had often conquered, 
dul, for they would have delivered him up. It ſeems Achiſh 
mis, that Achiſh had a great reſpect for him, as a brave man, 


ind liked him the better for having killed the proud Goliath, 
Ween Whom and Achiſh ere! was no great friendſh1 . 
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ther brought my ſword nor my weapons with me, be- 
cauſe the king's buſineſs required haſte. He come with- 
out a weapon, to prevent ſuſpicion, and that he might appear 


| And the prieſt laid, The ſword of Goliath the Phi- 


it {is here] wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod, in e 


David durſt not fly to other nations who were at peace with = 


zee him a kind reception. The true ſecret appears to me to be 
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1 aud he changed his behaviour before them, and 
feigned himſelf mad in their hands, and ſcrabbled on 
the doors of the gate, and let his ſpittle fall down upon 
14 his beard. Then ſaid Achiſh unto Eis ſervants, Lo, ye ye 
ſee the man is mad: wherefore [then] have ye brought 
him to me? This pretence was the more eaſily believed, as 
they would ſcarce ſuppoſe a man in his ſenſes would come there 

_ wwith Goliath's ſword, and after having done the Pinliſiins 
ſo much miſchief. Achiſh intimates that there was no ſervic 


VC 


1 15 to be hoped for from him, nor any reaſon to fear him: Have 

T need of mad men, that ye have brought this [jelloy] 

to play the madman in my preſence? mall this fel 

low ] come into my houſe? H my court be degraded wil 

a madman ? Notwithſtanding this, Achiſh had a very grea 

reſpect for him, (ſee chi. xxvii.) he ſaw tare the Pretec 
but Was W * to Jes David away. 5, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1 'E hence Jenin, that mercy i is to be preferred 0 
ſacrifice, and that ritual obſervances mult vive 
way to moral duties. This is our Lord's inference from 
this ſtory, Mart. xii, 3—7. Many things may be done in 
caſes of urgent neceſſity, which would otherwiſe be impro. 
per; and this vindicates doing acts of neceſſity and mercy 
on the Lord's day. But we ſhould be careful, on the other 


hand, that we do not run into unjuſtifiable liberty, which 


| ſeems to be more peculiarly the fault of the preſent day 
Remember the ſabbath day to keep it holy. 7 

2. When providence reduces us to ele and diff. 
ties, we have great need to watch over our own hearts 
When David was driven out, and wanted proviſion, what 
fins did he run into! what mean artifices did he uſe t0 
ſecure himſelf! ſuch as were unbecoming a good man, 
and one that knew better. He afterwards ſeverely report 

ed of his folly. The greateſt ſtraits will not juſtify itea! 
ing, lying, and ſuch evil practices. It is better to wat! 
| bread than grace; better to ſtarve, than ſin againſt God, 
Theſe things are written for our inſtruction and admoniti 
Poverty is is a firong g temptation to diſhoneſty and fraud: but 
| let 
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nd 1 thoſe who are poor and diſtreſſed, watch and pr ay that 
on i enter nol into temptation. We may all learn the ſuita- 
on Pleneſs of Agur's prayer, Prov. xxx, 7—9. Give me neither 
ye e ty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for ine; fix me 
En the middle ſtation of life: 1% I be full, and deny thee, and _ 
i BF IWho is the Lord? or left [be 1 Lacks and feat, 4nd take tie 

fame of my God i in vain. . 


CHAP. XXII. 


F this. chapter we e find ſeveral perſons elves to David. at 

| Adullom;, Doeg*s accuſation of Alumelech ; and Saul sc com- 

I mand to kill the rige. 

AVI therefore departed thence, and eſcaped 
to the cave, or ſtrong hold, Adullam : and when 


F dis brethren and all his father's houſe heard [it,] they 
| went down thither to him 0 ſecure themſelves, apprehend- 


o 2 ine danger from Saul. And every one [that was] in 
ve diſtreſs, % were weary of Saul's arbitrary government _ 
IM and oppreſſion, and every one that [was] in debt 2% cruel 


Zune, and were unable to pay, and ee goods and lands. 5 
were perhaps ſeized upon, and every one [that was] diſ- 


0. 
co i contented, that was bitter of ſoul, under ſome grievous 
fer oppreſſi ion, gathered themſelves unto him; and he became _ 
ich a captain over them: and there were with him about 


% z four hundred men.” And David went thence to Mizpeh 
= of Moab: and he ſaid unto the king of Moab, wo 
cha Saul's enemy, but Ruth's great grandſon, and allied 10 


lie e nouſe Y * Let my father and * mother, 1 Pray 
T4 — - they, 


» Theſe v were not a troop of banditti, roving robbers; _ mur= 
derers; they were not, as Mr, HENRY obſerves, wicked men, at.” 
a reltlz{s ſpirit; they might be good, and were glad to eſcape 


ok his life; he never oppreſſed with them, nor loved to plunder, 
txcept upon the enemies of Iſrael. They cultivated the wilder 
nels, were of ſervice to their country, and, no doubr, many 1 
taelites who loved David, ſent them lupplies. 


10 It was at this time that David compoſed the twenty Tenth 
im, 


ul s fury. We find, 1 Chron. x11. 18, that they were brave men. 
avid never entertained them till he was an outiaw and in danger 
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thee, come forth, [and be] with you, till J know what 
God will do for me, His father and mother were aged, an 
could not bear the confinement of a cave ; and were unad!/: 1; 
4 wander about with him from place to place. And he brought 
them before the king of Moab: and they dwelt with him 
all the while that David was in the hold, ſ% long 4 |; 
T das forced to wander from place to place to ſecure fim. 
5 And the prophet Gad ſaid unto David, Abide not 
in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land of 
Judah.“ Then David en, 5 and came into the 
foreſt of Hareth. 

s When Saul heard that Devid was diſcovered, and 
the men that [were] with him, hat he appeared open in 
the land of Judah; (now Saul abode in Gibeah under x 
tree in Ramah, having his ſpear | in his hand, and all 
his ſervants [were] ſtanding about him; he had left every 
other buſineſs to purſue David; kept a ping camp, and a 
ear in his hand, ready to ruſh upon him in a moment; he 
7 hunted for his precious life) Then Saul ſaid unto his fer. | 
vants that ſtood about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites ; 
will the fon of Jeſſe give every one of you fields and 
_ vineyards, [and] make you all captains of thouſands, 
and captains of hundreds? vill he promote, advance, and 
enrich you all, as T have done? He will rather reward thi); 
8 of his cen tribe; That all of you have conſpired againſt 
me, Yo conceal David's deſign, and [there is] none that 
| ſhoweth me that my ſon hath made a league with the 
ſon of Jeſle,” and [there is] none of you that is ſorry 
for me, or ſhoweth unto me that my ſon hath ſtirred 
up my ſervant againſt me, to lie in wait, as at this day. 
I this vas true, one would be ſorry for him, but there as 
9 no ground for this ſuſpicion, T hen anſwered Doeg the 
; Edomite, which was ſet « over the ſervants of Saul, and 


ſaid, | 


Gad was a young prophet 4 out of Samucl's 3 It We 
a great comfort and ſupport to David to have tuch a one a 
him at this time. He adviſed David to go to the land of Judah, 
and appear publickly, as one that Was conſcious of - his Own in- 

nccence, and truſted in God. Ras 
Y It appears that he ſuſpe eQed there was a league 3 them, 


and carried his jealouſy 10 far, as to imagine "that Jonathan cls 
couraged David to Pear in arms. 


14 
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ſalid, I ſaw the ſon of Jeſſe coming to Noh, to Ahi- 
jo melech the ſon of Ahitub. And he enquired of the 
Lord for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him 
the ſword of Goliath the Philiſtine.* * 
11 Then the king ſent to call Ahimelech the prieſt, the 
ſon of Ahitub, and all his father's houſe, the prieſts that 
[were] in Nob: and they came readily all of them to 
12 the king. And Saul ſaid, with the utmoſt contempt, 
Hear now, thou ſon of Ahitub, And he anſwered, 
with the reſpef due to a king, Here I [am, ] my lord. 
13 And Saul ſaid unto him, Why have ye conſpired 
againſt me, thou and the ſon of Jeſſe, in that thou haſt 
given him bread, and a ſword, and haſt enquired of 
God for him, that he ſhould riſe againſt me, to lie in 
wait, as at this day? Zs was a raſh charge, for there 
was no kind of proof thet he did theſe things with an evil 
14 intent, as if there had been a plot between them, Then 
Ahimelech anſwered the king, and ſaid, And who [is 
_ ſo] faithful among all thy ſervants as David, which is 
the king's ſon in law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is 
honourable in thine houſe ? David was ſo faithful and 
honourable, and nearly related to the king, that he could not 
but think he was ſent on ſome important buſineſs, and there- 
fore conſulted God as uſual; and he was bound to do it for 
15 the king's ſervice, Did I then begin to enquire of God 
for him? it was not the firſt time, it was a uſual thing : as 
10 any conſpiracy, be it far from me: let not the kin 
impute [any] thing unto his ſervant, [nor] to all the 
houſe of my father: for thy ſervant knew nothing of 
all this, leſs or more; I was entirely ignorant of any ill. 


deſign. This would have been a ſufficient apology to any one 


10 vat a madman, And the king ſaid, Thou ſhalt ſurely 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's houſe, Saul 
Dog thought it was the beſt way to pay his court to Saul, 
ad therefore charged Ahimelech with aiding and abetting the 
king's enemies; and intimates, that there was a confederacy be- 
Ween him and the prielis. David juſtly ſtiles him in P/alm lii. 
_ @ jaije tengue. He did not tell what pretence David made, which 
would have been to Ahimelech's honour, for afiiſting one that 
he luppoled was going about the king's buſineſs; he gave him 
tne victuals and ſword innocently. . „„ 


a 
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had made the reſolution, tho Ahimelech had dons not hin 


17 


5 


19 came to Saul in their pricfily garments. And Nob, the 


worthy of death, or bonds, much leſs had his father's houſe, 
But this was the king's peremptory ſentence, and he line. 
diately orders it to be put into execution. 

And the king, with an air of cruelty and impiety, . 1 
unto the footmen that ſtood about him, or rather, th . 


guards that went before him, Turn, and flay the prieſts of 


the Lord; as if he was determined to contend with Jehovah, 
as well as David; becauſe their hand alſo is] with Da. 


vid, and becauſe they knew when he fled, and did not 


ſhow it to me. But the ſervants of the king hag jo much 
reverence for God and religion, that they would not put 
forth their hand to fall i On the pri teſts of the Lowy : 
theſe brave men refuled, tho? in imminent danger of loſing 
their Places, or even their l. des. And the king {aid to Doeg 
the in former, Turn thou, and fall upon the prieſts. And 
Doeg the Edomite turned, and, as Jeſepius jays, taking 
ſeme men with hum, who were as wicked as himjelf, he fell 
pon the prieſts, and flew on that day fourſcore and 
five perſons that did wear a linen epho od, Who miniſtered 


in holy things, were in the flower of their ge, and 1 7 bly 


city of the prieſts, ſmote he with the edge of the ſword, 
both men and women, children and ſucklings, and 
_ oxen, ard aſſes, and ſheep, with the edge of the ſword; 
e treated them worſe than the Amalerites ;, thinking by this 


10 terrify the ljraelites from Jhowing any countenance or fe: : 


i vcur to David. 


And one of the ſors * Akimelech PP Gn of Abitub, 


5 * Abiathar, «ho had probably been left to attend the 
21 


1 ſonffuary, eſcaped, and fled after David. And Abiathar 


ſhowed David that Saul had flain the Lokp's prieſts, 
22 


And David ſaid unto Abiathar, I knew [it] that day, 


when Doeg the Edomite [was] there, that he would 


0 


ſurely tell Saul; I feared ſome miſchief, knowing he was 


_ wicked, and no friend to me; 1 have occaſioned [the 


death] of all the perſons of thy father's houſe ; expreſſing 
great concern that he ſhould be, 1 inlention, the cauſe 
of this evil, Abide thou with me, fear not: for he 


that ſeeketh my lite ſeeketh thy life: but with me thou 


[ſha alt 
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-ſhalt be] in ſafeguard ; perceiving him to be affrighted, 


ie encouraged him, promiſing he would take as much care 0 
him as of himſelf, and he might depend pon God's care.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


J care of aged parents is a great duty 1 in youth, and 
highly commendable. When they are in ſickneſs or old 


kindneſs. They ſhould never be ſuffered to want any thing 
that will conduce to their comfort. F any widow have child- 


o requite their parents; for that is good and acceptable before 
E God. 1 Tim. v. 4, They muſt do this, as they hope to have 
the fi returns of love when they grow old; or, as David 
expreſſes it in the twenty ſeventh pſalm, Which was com- 


| them, the Lord may take them up. 
I 2. How much to be pitied 1s the man who! iS ble 


pect and are jealous of all around them; they fear their 


but who is able to fand before envy £ 


what reaſon we have to be thankful that: our's is not ſo. In 


d It will be proper to ad tha n ſecond pſalm in this con- 


" ing a king, and rejecting the Lord, It was. ſome comfort under 
former oppreſſions, that they had the ark and the prieſts of the 


to attend the ark: this was fulfilling that prophecy which fore— 
told the deſtruktion of Eli's houſe in one day, 1 Sam. ii. 


RO M David's example we may infer, that the 
age, it is but juſtice to make a return for their care and 


ren, or nephew, let them learn Arſi to ſhow piety at home, and 


poſed on this occaſion, that wer father and mother e 


with a ſuſpicious, jealous temper. Had we not ſuch flagrant _ 
proofs of the wickedneſs of Saul's heart, we could ſcarce 
help pitying him; tho? he had all his guards and courtiers 
about him, he was racked with envy, and tormented with 

jealouſy. Such burdens are they to themſelves, who ſuſ- 


enemies when they have no reaſon ; 1 ſuſpect their 
friends alſo. Such perſons are their own tormentors; and 
one need not with a man worſe, than to have his eye evil 
toward all about him, Math is dots and anger is ouirageuus L 


3. See what a fad thing a tyrannical government is, and 


what a mad, Oy. manner, did Saul Sive his orders; 
and 


| nection. There we ſee the ſad conſequences of the Iſraelites chooſ- 


Lord; but now the prielts were deſtroyed, and there were none 


* . 
* 
1 
ly F 
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and how ſoon did he find ſome to execute his. bloody Com 
mands! He was no better than a madman, yet he found 
ſome who were wicked enough to do as he bade them, he. 
cauſe he was a king. Innocent actions may have very il! 
conſtructions put upon them; no defence however is to be 
heard; right or wrong, the king's pleaſure muſt be obeyed, 
Let us earneſtly pray, that kings and rulers may have 
found mind; and give thanks to God, that our lives and 
fortunes are not at the mercy of capricious and tyrannical 
men, but are all ſafe under a good government and the 
favour of heaven. Bleſſed be God, that ihe lines are fallen 

20 us in pleaſant places, and that we have goodly heritage. 


K 


CHAP. XXIII. 


| 7 is chapter c contains an account of David's ſaving Keilah ; He 
danger and deliverance he found there; his interview <Wwit/: 


Jonathan; Saul's purſuit of um : . and hits ee ge 
oui oY SauPs hands. 


HFN they told David. ſaying, Behold, the 
195 Philiſtines fight againſt Keilah, a city in the irive 
/ Judah, and they rob the threſhing floors, which gn 
2 without the city. Therefore David, thinking it would le 
Too raſli to go egainſt ſuch a multitude without a divine pro- 
miſe, enquired of the Lox D, 4% the prophet Gad, ſaying, 
Shall I go and ſmite theſe Philiſtines? And the Lorp 
ſaid unto David, Go and ſmite the Philiſtines, and ſave 
3 Keilah. And David's men ſaid unto him, Behold, we 
be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we 
come to Keilah againſt the armies of the Philiſtines ? 
Tlis people remonſtrale againſt it, and urge, that they were 
wot jofe in their own country, among ſome friends, much leſs 
there, with a Powerful enemy before them, and Saul coming 
4 in their rear. Then David enquired of the Loxp yet 
again, 10 ſatisfy his followers, And the Log anſwered 
bim, and ſaid, Ariſe, go down to Keilah; for I will 
5 deliver the Philiſtines into thine hand. So David and 
his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philiſtines, 
and brought away their cattle, 10 Lada himſelf and h1s 
Followers, 


* 


followers, without burdenins the country, and ſmote them 
with a great ſlaughter, 30 David ſaved the inhabitants 
of Keilah. And it came to paſs, when Abiathar the 


came down | with | an epiod 1 in his hand; or rather, <with 
the ephod, the principal garment of the high prieſt, wich 
«pas the breaſtplate and jewel, and the Urim and Thuminin, 
It was a great comfort to David lo have both a prophet and 
4 high prieſt with him. 


' end had delivered it; but he was not mollified by David's 
entering into a town that hath gates and bars; he thought 


to war, to go down to Keilah, to beſiege David and 
his men, 100 ho pretended it was to be avenged on the 
Philiſtines. 


againſt him; and he ſaid to Abiathar the prieft, Bring 


David, O Loy God of Iſrael, thy ſervant hath cer- 


deliver me up into his hand ? will Saul come down, as 


thy ſervant hath heard? O Log p God of Iſrael, I he. 


And the Lokp ſaid, They will deliver [thee] up if thox 
12 ftayeſt here. Then David and his men, [which were] 


 Jemetimes to enother. And it was told Saul that David 


; e David was in 8 confuſion and aſked two queſtions together, 
and out of order. His firit queſtion ſhould have been, Will Saul 


| God therefore anſwers the laſt queſtion licit, 
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ſon of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, [that] he 


And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah, 


generoſity and ſervice to Ifrael. And Saul ſaid, God hath 
delivered him into mine hand ; for he is mut in, by 


that lie had him ſafe, that this place of ſecurity would probe 
à trap to him. And Saul called all the people together 


And David knew chat Saul ſecretly practiſed miſchief 8 
hither the ephod, that we may conſult God. Then ſaid 
tainly heard that Saul ſeeketh to come to Keilah, to 


deſtroy the city for my ſake. Will the men of Keilah 


ſeech thee, tell thy ſervant.? And the LORD Rid. He 
12 will come down, Then ſaid David, Will the men "© 
Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? 


now increaſed, by David's bravery and ſucceſs, to about fix 5 
hundred, aroſe and departed out of Keilah, and went 
whitherſoever they could go, ſometimes to one place and 


Was 


come down ? and then, Will the people of Keilah deliver me up = 
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was eſcaped from Keilah; and he forbare to go forth, 


15 


Since the ſlaugliter of the prieſts, the people were afraid t; 
conceal David, and Saul ſeems io have had better intelligente 
of his motions. And David abode in the wilderneſs | in 
ſtrong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wil. 
derneſs of Ziph. And Saul ſought him every day, but 
God delivered him not into his hand. Mien David 1; 


in Keilah, Saul ſaid, God hath delivered him into my hand, 
15 but the ſacred penmen aſſures us God did not. And David 


16 


ſaw that Saul was come out to ſeek his life: and David 
[was] in the wilderneſs of Ziph in a wood; here 7 
private meeting was appointed with his friend Fonathay 
And Jonathan Saul's fon aroſe, and went to David into 
the wood, and ſtrengthened his hand in God, encouraged 


im, and fir engthered his faith, by confi deration of Gade 


promiſes, faiiſiſulneſo, providence, Sc. And he faid unto 
him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father ſhall 


not find thee; and thou ſhalt be king over Iſrael, and 


5 


I ſhail be next unto thee; and that alſo Saul my father 
knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the 


Lon p, renewed it, perhaps in the preſence of the prophet 


Gad, and the high prieft: and David abode in the wood, 


EO and Jonathan went to his houſe, 


19 


Ihen came up the Ziphites, who dwelt in the wwildy- 
neſs of Judah, knew the avenues of the wood, were able !1 
diſcover him, and reſolved to do it, and came to Saul to 


Gibeah, ſaying, Doth not David bide himſelf with us 


in ſtrong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, 


which is] on the ſouth of Jeſhimon? Now therefore, 


O king, come down according to all the deſire of thy 


21 


- 22 


ſoul to come down; and our parts | ſhall be] to deliver 


him into the king's hand. And Saul, tranſported with 
WD; at this diſcovery, faid, Bleſſed [be] ye of the Loxo; 
for ye have compaſſion on me, ye are the only people c 
have pity for me, the gencrality will nat favour my defi 5 . 
Go, | pray you, prepare yet, and know and fee his 
place where Eis haunt is, [and] who hath ſeen him 


there: for it is told me | that] he dealeth very ſubtilly, 


and is der) hard to be taken, ] am not willing to pur ſue li. 


23 


in vain, bui am determined 70 have him if poſi ble. See 


therefore 


* 
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therefore, and take knowledge ot all the lurking places 
where he hideth himſelf, and come ye again to me with 
the certainty, and I will go with you: and it fall come 
to paſs, if he be in the land, that I will ſearch him out 


L 24 throughout all the thoulnde of Judah. And they 


aroſe, and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his 
men, knowing the errand on which they went, removed, and 
[were] noto in the wilderneſs of Maon, in the plain on 


5 25 the ſouth of Jeſhimon. Saul alſo and his men went to 


| ſeek him.] And they told David: wheretore he came 
down into a rock, or, from the rock, and abode in the 
wilderneſs of Maon. And when Saul heard [that,] he 
- purſued after David in the wilderneſs of Maon; is in- 
telligence Was jo good that he came to the very ſpot where 


J 26 David was.“ And Saul went on this fide of the moun- 


tain, and David and his men on that fide of the moun- 
tain: and David made haſte to get away for fear of 
Saul; for Saul and his men were numerous, and divided 
into parties, that he almoſt compaſſed David and his men 
round about to take them. 


27 But there came a meſſenger unto Saul, faying, Haſte : 


thee, and come; for the Philiſtines have ede. or 


ö 28 ſpread themſelves upon, thy land. Wherefore Saul return- 


ed from purſuing after David, and went againſt the Phi- 
liſtines: therefore they called that place Sela-hammah- 
lekoth, that is, the rock of diviſions, a name given it by 
David, as a memorial of his deliverance, becauſe Saul was 
forced to ſeparate himſelf there, and leave off purſuing him. 


29 And David went up from thence, and dwelt in ſtrong 


holds at En- gedi, where he planted Vineyards, 4 ohich 5 
bus place c Was e very famous. 


REFLECT- 


* On this cles David compoſed the fry fourth plalm. 55 


his was a remarkable providence, for David muit certainly 
have fallen into his hands, if he had not been called away. It 
| 25 probable the Philiſtines had ſeized upon Saul's eſtate, or he 
| would not have been io eager to go, for he did not ftir when 
| Leilah Was L a | 
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"REFLECTIONS. 


E generoſity of David in ſaving Keilah, 


worthy of our imitation , and intimates to us, that 


we are to do good, tho? we may receive ill treament from 
others. Nothing ſhould leſſen our regard for the publick 
welfare. Another man would perhaps have rejoiced at the 


invaſion, and encouraged it, to fave himſelf and prevent 
Saul's purſuit, and to force him to recall David. But he 


had no ſuch narrow views; he was glad to fave his country 

and his friends at any rate. It is no reaſon why we ſhouli 
decline doing good becauſe we are not treated as we think 
we deſerve. We ſhould learn to overcome evil with g01d; 


we ſerve a good maſter, who will well reward us, however 
we are treated by men. 


2. We ſee here an inſtance of baſs ingratitude, and learn 


fo deteſt that odious vice. We ſhould have thought that 
David was ſafe in Keilah, the place which he had juſt ſaved 
from the Philiſtines : but they forgat his kindnels, and, had 
he not eſcaped, would have delivered him to Saul. Mer! 
_ewn danger often makes them for get their obligations to 
their friends, Let us not truſt too much even to tho!: 
who are obliged to us, for they may forget us and our 


kindneſs; but guard againſt e mrs Surlewyes, - and 


every appearance of it. 


3. We learn, what intimate acquaintance God has with 


the hearts of men. David did not know what the men of 
Keilah would do; perhaps they did not know themſelves 


how in general they ſhould determine, which way the 


magiſtrates would incline; but the Lord knew. He knov 


men better than they know themſelves, and what they vi W. 


do in ſuch and ſuch circumſtences. We ſhould therefore 


reverence him who knows the ſecret diſpoſitions and inclina- 
tions of men's hearts, and beholdeth the thoughts afar off. 


4. Obſerve with what an ill grace the name of God comes 
out of the mouth of a wicked man. God has delivered hi, 


ſaid Saul. Nothing, ſays an ingenious writer, is more 


grating to a 1 ear, than ſtrains of piety from profane 
mouths : to hear the Wen who had deſpiſed the com. 


mands 


% 
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| mands of God, murdered his prieſts, and deſolated 25 


ſanctuary; in a word, lived in open defiance of God: 
bear ſuch a wretch talk of God, and the divine e 
tons in his favour, is paſt enduring.“ And yet this is too 
common a caſe; of many people it may be ſaid, God is 
ul rar to their mouths, but far from their reins, or hearts. May 
„ee dread hypocriſy, and all approaches toward it. Let 


© not our actions give our tongues the lie; for nothing | 7 


': WE more abominable to God and man, thaw to talk like an 
angel, and live like a brute. 
5. We ſee that providence is never at a loſs to deliver 
good men out of their adverſity. David wandered about 
| from place to place, but was ſtill ſafe, Had he been aſked, 
| Where he intended to ſhelter himſelf next ? he might have 
anſwered, as Luther did, when he was outlawed by the 
Emperor, and excommunicated by the Pope, Sub Cælo, 
E omewhere under the canopy of heaven. God diverted _ 
Saul from the purſuit, juſt when he thought he had Da- 
| vid in his hands. The Philiſtines intended no kindneſs 
to David, but God meant it ſo. Man's extremity is God's 
opportunity: in the mount the Lord ſhall be ſeen: in the 
moment of danger he interpoſes. He can always find out 
| ways and means of preſerving his people. This ſhould teach 
us to make God our confidence, and prevent the fear of 

| man, which bringeth a ſnare. Truſt in him therefore at al! 
ö ine, ye Tape, and or out your hearts before rH. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


| uo read here of the generous manner in which David ſaved SauP's . 
life when he had it in his potver; his expoſtulation with Saul 


. Saul gk the preſent. 


trom following the Philiſtines who had invaded 

tis land, that it was told him, faying, Behold, David 
2 [is] in the wilderneſs of En-gedi. Then Saul took 
three thouſand choſen men out of all Iſrael, in whoſe 
Vor. III. 5 Fuouage 


concerning his enmity to im; and the 985 effect it had NW = + 


5 ND it came to paſs, when Saul was tuned 5 
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| courage and attachment he could confide, and went to ſeek 
| David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats, 

3 in the craggy places where the wild goats frequented. And 
he came to the ſheepcotes by the way where [was] 3 
large cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet, and 9 
ſleep, being fatigued with his march : and David and his 
men remained in the ſides, in the dark receſſes of the cave, 

4 «where Saul could not ſee them, And the men of David ſaid 
unto him, Behold the day of which the Lorp ſaid unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, 
that thou mayeſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem good unto 
thee. Then David aroſe, and cut off the ſkirt of Saubs 
5 robe, which came down to his feet, privily. And it came 
to pals afterward, that David's heart ſmote him, be- 
cauſe he had cut off SauPs ſkirt; he was greatly troubled, 

as it had the appearance of injury and indignity to the Lord's 

6 anointed. And he faid unto his men, who ſeem to have 
reſented it that he had not flain him, The Lox forbid 
that ſhould do this thing unto my maſter, the Logy's 
anointed, to ſtretch forth mine hand againſt him, ſee- 
ing he [is] the anointed of the Lob, he was ſet up by 
7 Cod, cho alone can depoſe him, So David ſtayed his ſer- 
yvoants, «who would have ſinote Saul, with theſe words, and 
ſuffered them not to rife againſt Saul. But Saul roſe 
up out of the cave, and went on [his] Way. 
8 David alſo aroſe afterward, and went out * the cave, 
and, in the moſt ſoft and ſubmiſſ ve terms, cried after Saul, 
ſaying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked 
behind him, David ſtoo ped with his face to the earth, 

5 9 and bowed himſelf. And David faid to Saul, Where- 
fore heareſt thou men's words, ſaying, Behold, David 
ſeeketh thy hurt? He endeavours to molliſy him, by laying 

10 all the blame on his wicked counſellors. | Fend, this day 


thine 


f A inform © us fo were many 3 caves in the 
mountainous parts of Judea, particularly one which would hold 
four thouſand men; into theſe they uſed to drive their flocks in 
violent ſtorms, or in the heat of the day. | 
S God had never promiſed to deliver Saul into David's hands; 
but fo they interpreted the promiſe of the kingdom, and thought 
David ſhould take this providential opportunity of iin bis ene⸗ 
my, polefing the aan and FROG Wente 


13 


a 


| 
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| thine eyes have ſeen how that the Lon p 14 delivered 
thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and [ſome]. 
bade [me] kill thee : but [mine eye] ſpared thee; and 
I faid, I will not put forth mine hand againſt my lord; 


ſee, yea, ſee the ſkirt of thy robe in my hand: for in 
that I cut off the ſkirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, 
know thou and ſee that {there is] neither evil nor tranſ- : 
greſſion in mine hand, and I have not finned againſt 
thee; my having not killed thee, is a proof I had no evil 
intentions againſt thee ;, yet thou hunteſt my foul to tare 
it. It was an aggravation of Saul's guilt, that he ſought the 
life of one who had done nothing to offend him, and would 
12 not hurt him when it was in his power. The Lord judge 
between me and thee, and the Lokp avenge me of thee : 
but mine hand ſhall not be upon thee; I appeal to God, 
as the righteous judge, and doubt not but he will vindicate 


proceedeth from the wicked, men may be known by their 
allions; had ] been a bad man, I. ſhould now have ſhown 
tut; if T7 wiſhed to dethrone thee, 1 had now an opportunity 


whom 1s the king of Iſrael come out? after whom doſt 

thou purſue ? after a dead dog, after a flea ; how ſhame- 
iu is the purſuit, how inglorious the conqueſt of one ſo mean! 
ii is below the king of Iſrael to hunt after a dead dog, or a 

15 flea; to raiſe an army againſt ſo contemptible a perſon. The 


| enraged, and came with ſuch a murderous intention, ſhould 
hear David with ſo much patience ; but he was quite aſtoniſh- 
ed to find him following, and to ſee ſo much courage, . | 
. 70% ty and xindneſs; all this mollified him for the preſent. 


. ſpeaking theſe words unto Saul, that Saul ſaid, [Is] 


[7 voice, and wept. And he ſaid to David, Thou [art! 
more righteous than I: for thou haſt ee ve me 
18 good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And thou 


11 for he [is] the LoRp's anointed. Moreover, my father, pou. 


13 ne. As ſaith the proverb of the antients, Wickedneſs 


14 10 do it: but mine hand ſhall not be upon thee. After 


Logd therefore be judge, and judge between me and _ : 
| thee, and ſee, and plead my cauſe, and deliver me out 
of thine hand. Jt is wonderful that he who was ſo much i 


160 And it came to paſs when David had made an end 5 


this thy voice, my ſon David? And Saul lifted up his 


* 0 = a& — — — 
— —_— 


21 thine hand.“ Swear now therefore unto me by the 
Lozꝝd, that thou wilt not cut off my ſeed after me, and 


22 Lord would be ſufficient, And David ſware unto Saul, 


lo ſeventh and the hundred and forty ſecond pſalms. 


5 5 Þ e YE the gvod:offiife of ge 250 


| ſtance of both. His men mutinied, and wanted him to put 
an end to their troubles and his own; otherwiſe they were 
ready to forſake him, and to deliver him to Saul; but he 
| bravely refuſed. His kindneſs overcame thoſe cruel, ob- 
ſtinate men; made the ſavage Saul tame, and turned the 


triumph thus gloriouſly over his enemies; to ſee his prince 
tus petitioner, and his enemy intreating his mercy | We 
learn from this example how to treat our enemies. Such 
Conduct as this may reclaim them; at leaſt it will ſecure 


_ deſigns of 
terity. 


132 e e eee e on 
haſt ſhowed this day how that thou haſt dealt well with 
me: foraſmuch as when the Lorn had delivered me 
into thine hand, thou killedſt me not. He was now in 
good mood, ſaw his own injuſtice and Davids kindneſs, 
19 and acknowledged it was unparalleled. For if a man find 
his enemy, will he let him go well away? yet thou ha}. 
ſpared my life; wherefore the LorD reward thee good 
20 for that thou haſt done unto me this day. And nou, 


behold, I know well that thou ſhalt ſurely be king, 


and that the kingdom of Iſrael ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 


that thou wilt not deſtroy my name out of my father's 
houle, as I have endeavoured to deſtroy thee. He knew 
David to be a conſcientious man, and that an oath before ti 


And Saul went home; but David and his men gat 
them up unto the hold of Engedi, where he compoſed the 


kindneſs. David here exhibits a remarkable in- 


lion into a kmb. What an honour and pleaſure to him to 


| pleaſure 


b Saul knew from many circumſtances, and eſpecially from this 


extraordinary providence, and the princely virtues which David 
ſhowed, that he would be king; and that nothing could hinder 
it. Therefore he might have argued, that his purſuit of him 


was very wicked, that it was impious to deſire to fruſtrate the 
Provicence, and to ſecure the crown to his own poſ- 
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eaſure and peace to ourſelves. If thine enemy hunger, feed 


him; if he thirſt, give him drin; for in doing this, thou ſhalt 
| heap coals of fire upon his head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
| coercome evil with good, 


2. What a happy thing is it to have a dener Göniiees 


David's heart ſmote him for this ſmall offence; tho? it was 
done for a good end, to convince Saul of his i innocence, 
| and how unreaſonably jealous he had been. A tender con- 
| ſcience is afraid of the leaſt ſin; often regrets thoſe actions 
| which others paſs over with eaſe, and which give them but 
| little or no concern. Let us then endeavour to keep our 
hearts open to conviction, and our conſciences awake to 
| take the alarm. Happy is he that fearethi always; this is 
| the way to be ſafe; preſumption is dangerous. The ſureſt 
| way to prevent great evils, and being guilty of great 
| wickedneſs, is to be afraid of the very appearance of evil. 


3. We are here taught, that the juſtice of God is the 


| refuge and ſupport of oppreſſed innocence. David appealed _ 
| to God again and again, with courage and confidence. To 

| him let the righteous commit their cauſe; ſooner or later Ex 
he will bring their righteouſneſs to light. Wherefore let them 
| 220 ſuffer Fd era commit the Wp of themſelves unto 
| the Lord. i 


4. Let us guard eint credulity, or believing vey 


| word, and truſting too much to the promiſes of any men, 
| eſpecially of thoſe men whole paſſions are ſtrong, and who 

| make light of promiſes and oaths. David gat him up unto 
e Hold; he knew it was dangerous to truſt to the mercy of 

| x reconciled enemy. A wiſe man will give the good words 

| even of an enemy the hearing, but will not contide too 
much in them, he will ſtill be upon his guard. David was 

| 2 bold man in venturing ſo near Saul; but he would not 

| truſt him too far. Courage and prudence ſhould always 
| 20 together; and if we would be ſafe, let us take our 

| Lord's ndvice, £ to be wiſe as Jen penis, and eee as doves. 


11 
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Ve have her, an account of Samuels death; and of Naber 


cf _” | 
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greatly beloved by all the people, died; and all the 
| Hraelites were gathered together, and lamented him; 
 bewailed the loſs of ſo much virtue and goodneſs, and their 
— n in chooſing a king; and they buried him in his houſe at 


Namah; hig was the bring place of the family, fra 


| 4 of the houſe of Caleb, a Calebite.! And David heard 
5 in the wilderneſs that Nabal did ſhear his ſheep. Aud 
David, 70 ſhow him reſpect, ſent out ten young men, | 


| 6 And thus ſhall ye ſay to him that liveth [in proſperity, | 


: 7 worlds. And now have heard that thou haſt ſhearers; 


name of the man [was] Nabal; and the name of his 


 2phence his remains were removed, with incredible pomp, by 
the emperor, in the year 401. And David aroſe, and 
went down to the wilderneſs of Paran, to the tents of 
Kedar, where he would be more out of Saul*s way. 

And [there was] a man in Maon, whoſe Soffeſſon 
3 in Carmel; and the man [was] very great, and 
he had three thouſand ſheep, and a thouſand goats: 
and he was ſhearing his ſheep i in Carmel. Now the 


wife Abigail: and [ſhe was] a woman of good under. 
ſtanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man 


[was] churliſh and evil in his doings z and he [was] 


and David {aid unto the young men, Get you up to 
Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 


Peace [be] both to thee, and peace [be] to thine houſe, 
and peace [be] to all that thou haſt, wiſh him aul 
Vis all health and happineſs. This was a very . ae 
and comprehenſive ſalilialion; including all blyſſngs for bolk 


now thy ſhepherds which were with us, we hurt them 
not, neither was there aught miſling unto them, all the 


8 while they were in Carmel. Alk thy young men, and 


they will ſhow thee. Wherefore let the young men find 
| favour 1 in thine eyes: for we come in a good day; 
give, I pray thee, whatſoever cometh to thine hand 


90 unto my SETTER, and to uy on David, 1 And when 


David 5 


I The word Caleb fonifies a - Nabal was of a dogged 
; temper, ſnarliſh, and ſnapping at every body. 


E Sheep- ſhearin 


David here pleaded that ke and his webe tho Joldiers, 5 in ne- 
| cell: it 


g is now a time of feaſting and rejoicing. 


N D Samuel, being near an hundred years old, and 


| 10 


TY} 
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ing to all thoſe words in the name of David, and 


ceaſed 3 Kun hum 10 Juft offence by their further impor- 


tunity. 


10 And Nabal a ere David's ſervants with great con- 

tempt, and ſaid in a violent 500 jon, Who [is] David? 
and who [1s] the fon of Jeſſe? as if he was ſo mean c 
perſon that he was not known, tho* he had done well in IW, 


rael, had flain Goliath, was the king's ſon in law, and well 
known to the Philiſtines : there be many ſervants now a 


days that break away every man from his maſter. He 

| here taxed him with infidelity to Saul, and pleaded that what 
| he had was his own, and provided for other ſort of men. 
11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my 
fleſh that I have killed for my ſhearers, and give [it! 

unto men, whom l know not whence they [be ?] Inti- 
mating that they were a crew of idle, vagabond fellows, and 
that it did not become an honeſt man to countenance and ſup- 
| 12 port them, So David's young men turned their way, 
and went again, and came and told him all thoſe ſay- 
| 13 ings. And David, being reſolved in the height of his re- 
ſeutment to be avenged on him, ſaid unto his men, Gird 
ye on every man his ſword. And they girded on 
every man his ſword; and David alſo girded on his 
ſword: and there went up after David about four hun- 


dred men; and two hundred abode by the ſtuff, 


oy But one of the young men among the ſhearers, who 
was wiſer and better than his maſter, went and told 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, ſaying, Behold, David ſent 

| meſſengers out of the wilderneſs to ſalute our maſter; 
15 and he railed on them. But the men [were] very good 
unto us, and we were not hurt, neither miſſed we any no 
K 4 VV thing 


PORE had 4 done Nabal's b no evil; yea, they had, as we find 
afterwards, taken particular care to protect them; but David modeſtly 
omitted that, and appealed to Nabal's ſervants who were ready to 
inform him of it. He urged his givinz them ſomething ;_ he did 

not want delicacies, but would be content with what could be 
molt eaſily ſpared, He called himſelf kis Jon David, to teitity his. 
reſpect, as being of the ſame tribe, This was a very handſome _ 
addreſs, and would have affected _ one, but ſuch a churl 1 


abal was. 


David's young men came, they ſpake to Nabal accord- 


. 136 by 


18 was no making any impreſſion on him. 


200 in his infolence, and prevent her going. 


21 between the two hills. Now, in order to ſhow the wonder fil 
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thing, as long as we were converſant with them, when 


16 we were in the fields: They were a wall unto us both 


by night and day, all the while we were with them 
17 keeping the ſheep." Now therefore know and conſider 
what thou wilt do; for evil is determined againſt Our 

_ maſter, and againſt all his houſehold : for he [is ſuch] 

a ſon of Belial, that [a man] cannot ſpeak to him. I 
concluded that Darid would reſent it, but durſt not rem. 
ſtrate with Nabal, as he would only be more infolent and 
abuſive, and was ſuch an obſtinate, ſurly man, that there 
Then Abigail 
made haſte, /ike a prudent woman ſhe did not neglect tht 
wiſe advice of a ſervant, and ſbe took two hundred loaves, 
and two bottles of wine,” and five ſheep ready dreſſed, 
and five meaſures of parched [corn,] and an hundred 
dluſters of raiſins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and 
19 laid [them] on aſſes. And the ſaid unto her ſervants, 
Go on before me; Ihe Sight of the preſent may in ſue 
meaſure appeaſe David; behold, I come atter you, 
But ſhe told not her huſband Nabal, 4% he Hhould peri 
And it was [to 
as] ſhe rode on the aſs, that ſhe came down by the 
covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men 
came down againſt hers. and he met them in a valley 


 effett that Abigail's addreſs had, the hiſtorion obſerves, lil 
David had fad to his men, Surely in vain have ] kept 
all that this [fellow] hath in the wilderneſs, ſo that no. 
thing was miſſed of all that [pertained} unto him : and 
22 he hath requited me evil for good. So and more N 
do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all 
that ſpertain] to him bY the . . any that 
piſſeth againſt the wall.*® 


m He bears his teſtimony to the vſefalneſs as: well as inno- 


cence of David's men; who kept them from wild beafts, from 
the Phililtines, who robbed the threſhing floors, and from: che 
Arabians and others, who lived on plunder. 


David's men were not a banditti, but honeſt, N men, 
and under good diſcipline. 


2 Theſe. were large leathern bottles, tack: as are in uſed in 
the eaſt, | 


0 That is, not a man. | This was undoubtedly a raſh oath, bu 
| 7 their 


This proves that 
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REFLECTIONS. 


| 1. H A T a melancholy thing is it for a ly, 


prudent virtuous woman, to be yoked to a 


| Gary, drunken fool! Surely it was for the fake of wealth, 
that this lovely woman was married to a man who had not 
| one good quality to recommend him. The preſent day 
| affords inſtances of many women, who, thro? the folly of 
| their parents, or their own pride, are thrown away upon 
| fools or ſots, or tied to golden brutes. What a piteous 
caſe muſt this poor woman be in, to have an huſband whoſe 

| folly ſhe could not but ſee and deſpiſe; for which ſhe was 
obliged to make excuſes ;z and excuſes which were the more 

| grievous, as they reflecte ed upon her own good ſenſe and 


pru..ence. The fair ſex may ſee, 1 in this chapter, what ſort 


of an buſband a ſot and a fool is likely to make; and what 
1 mils tnoſ: are likely to meet with, who marry for wealth 
| only: trials, for which all their good ſenſe and religion will 

be little enough. Let parents learn to make a wiſe choice 
for their children, and not look upon money or eſtate as the _ 

| chief thing to be regarded. There cannot be a more pitia- 


ble ſpectacle than ſuch an unequal marriage as this chapter 


repreſents. Tho? perhaps to ſome women of beautiful 


countenances and good underſtandings, ſuch huſbands may 


| be allotted by providence, as neceſſary to allay that vanity, - 


| which 0 many eee are apt to ae them 
with. . 1 


5 The farly, the rude, and aucharitable, may here ſee 


| their own picture; and a very lively one indeed it is. No 

| ſooner was Nabal aſked a favour, in a very civil and reſpect- — 

| ful manner, than he fell into a paſſion, and abuſed the peti- 

| tioner, There are too many inſtances of this conduct in every 
age of the world. There are thoſe who abuſe the poor, that 

| they may be excuſed from relieving them; who give ſurly 

* anſvers, when aſked for contributions for publick and uſe- 


ful 


their extremity mould * eonddered. that Nabal a David very 
unjuſtly, as well as inſolently, and that he and his men had a 
right to ſome reward for ſuch lervice. | 5 
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ful ſervices; and plead their own neceſſity and inabilit; 
with as much earneſtneſs and as little juſtice as Nabal di 
Tho' he had nothing to ſpare, Abigail could find a hand. 
ſome preſent ; and he could find enough to make himſof 

and his ſervants drunk with. It is thus men often ſpend 

that on their own dreſs, their tables, or their furniture, 
with which they ought to do good; and plead inability 


when it 13 really 99 228 to notking but luxury and extras 
gance. Ve 


138 
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In which we have Abigails interpoſition with David, and tle 
good effefts of it; David's gratitude to God for his provides. 
tial interference; the ſudden death of aber and Dar a0 
marr e to Abigail and Ahinoam. 


N D when Abigail ſaw David, "bu ly his ; haſte 2 


his looks that vengeance was determined, and all her 


addreſs would be little enough to divert it, ſhe haſted, and 


lighted off the aſs, and fell before David on her face, 
24 and bowed herſelf to the ground, And fell at his fect, 
did him reverence as @ great man; and, in a ſpeech full if 
the moſt natural and moving eloquence, ſaid, Upon me, 
my lord, [upon] me [let this] iniquity be: ] and let 
| thine handmaid, J pray thee, ſpeak in thine audience, 
and hear the words of thine handmaid; like a kind wife, 
due dgſires to ſuffer for her huſband , and having beſpole © 
5 2 65 Patient hearing, ſhe adds, Let not my lord, I pray thee, 


regard this man of Belial, [even] Nabal : for as his 


name [is,] ſo [is] he; Nabal [is] his name, and folly 
lis] with him: but I thine handmaid ſaw not the young 


26 men of ard lord, whom thou didſt ſend. Þ Now there 


fore, 


© a Abigail Ry tepreſente her ue as a man not words of 
| David's anger; telling him that in all this Nabal had but acted 
like himſelf; that he might as well be angry with a cur for 
 ſnarling, or an aſs for braying, as with Nabal for ingratitude, 
ſordidneſs, and railing. A prudent woman would not have {ad 
ſo much of her huſband if the could have helped it; but it vs 
ſo notorious a thing, that ſhe could not make a better excule; 
and it was intended. to prevent the ruin of the family. my 
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fore, my lord, [as] the Lorn liveth, EY ſas] thy 
| ſoul liveth, ſeeing the Log hath withliolden thee from 
coming to [ſhed] blood, and from avenging thyſelf 
with thine own hand,“ now let thine enemies, and they 


that ſeek evil to my lord, be as Nabal, be jo inconfider- 


27 able, as not to be capable of doing him any hurt. And 


now this bleſſing which thine handmaid hath brought 
unto my lord, let it even be given unto the young 
men that follow my lord, permit thy ſervants to accept 


28 it, as it is too mean for thee. 1 pray thee, forgive the 


treſpaſs of thine handmaid, in taking all the blame upon 


myſelf, and endeavouring to appeaſe thy wrath ; for the 


Lord will certainly make my lord a ſure houſe; praying 

that he could be kind to her, as God would certainly be to 

| him; becauſe my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, 
and evil hath not been found in thee [all] thy days; hou 


haſt hitherto been famous for heroic deeds, and always ated 
| 29 nobly and generouſly. Yet a man, even Saul, is riſen to 


purſue thee, and to ſeek thy ſoul: but the ſoul of my 
lord ſhall be bound in the bulls of life with the LORD 
thy God, hall be ſafe in his keeping ;, and the ſouls of 
thine enemies, them ſhall he ling out, [as out] of the 
middle of a fling, hey /holl be deſtroyed as worthleſs things. 
20 And it ſhall come to pais, when the Lorp ſhall hv 
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath 
ſpoken concerning thee, and ſhall have appointed thee 


31 ruler over Iſrael; That this ſhall be no grief unto thee, 


nor offence of heart unto my lord, either chat thou haſt 
ſhed blood cauſeleſs, or that my lord hath avenged 


himſelf: but when the Lok ſhall have dealt well with _ 


my lord, then remember thine handmaid, hou wilt then 


thank. me 5 * advice; 3 or rather, + tet 1 me then intreat thy _ 
5 . e Jrienaſnip, 


4 This was very ariful and: ingenious, to ES ſo mackk 
opon his clemency and goodneſs, as to hope ſhe had Arend 85 


diverted him from his purpoſe. 1 
" She brought the ſtrongeſt argument at laßt, Fe when he 
came to the throne, (of which ſhe ſpeaks with certainty) he 


would not be diſturbed with the remembrance of having ſhed _ 


Innocent blood ; he would not have this to be a blemiſh to his 


glory. A forgiving PRE 15 the way to have a clear and quiet 
conicience, 8 | 


33 me: And bleſſed [be] thy advice, and bleſſed [he] 
thou, which haſt kept me this day from coming to 


24 counſel, and prayed God to bleſs her. For in very deed, 


| 335 bruliſh wreteh. So David received of her hand [that] 


17 37 more until the morning light, But it came to pals in 
the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and 


. 38 confounded, and fainted away." And it came to paſs avout 
" Safe r! that the Lonp ſmote Nabal, that he 
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32 friend/hip whenever I may need it. And David was 7. 


mediatzly ſoftened, and ſaid to Abigail, Bleſſed [be] the 
LoRD God of Iſrael, which ſent thee this day to mee: 


[ſhed] blood, and from avenging myſelf with mine 
own hand. He fo jt adored the providence of God, which ſent 
her fo ſeaſonably to divert his anger, and prevent the execy. 
tion of his purpoſe ; then commended her and her prudent 


[as] the LORD God of Iſrael liveth, which hath. kept 
me back from hurting thee, except thou hadſt haſtec 
and come to meet me, ſurely there had not been left 
unto Nabal by the morning light any that piſſeth againſt 
the wall, for I was determined io make an example of that 


which ſhe had brought him, and ſaid unto her, Go up 
in peace to thine houſe; ſee, I have hearkened to thy 
voice, and have accepted thy perſon; 3 her preſents dild 


diſcourſe were extremely acceptable; and he diſmiſſed her with 


great complacency, thinking that his raſh oath aid ol 0 
hum under any obligation to de wrong, = 


36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a 


ſeaſt in his houſe, like the feaſt of a king : and Nabal!'s 
heart [was] merry within him, for he [was] verj 
drunken; wherefore the told him nothing leſs or 


| his wife had told him theſe things, that his heart dicd 
within him, and he became [as] a ſtone, he was quit! 


died. 


And when David ed that Nabal was . 
"Ge Bleſſed [be] the Logo, that hath ended o the 
cauſe of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and 


hath | 


8 Perhaps he was . to bed dead Jrank,: It Was a ſign he was 


a fcol, if he could not uſe his plenty without abuſing it; or be 


pleaſant among his friends, without making a beaſt of himſelf. 
t We have many inſtances of perſons dying ſuddenly when the) 


vere told the Mager they had eſcaped; but he languiſhed tome time. 
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hath kept his ſervant from evil: for the Lord hath re- 
turned the wickedneſs of Nabal upon his own head. 

And David, havins had ſuch a prof of Migail's wiſlom 
ond piety, and being charmed with her per ſor. aud addreſs, 
after a decent time, paid his addreſſes to her, and ſent and 

communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife. 
0 And when the ſervants of David were come to A big all 
to Carmel, they ſpake unto her, laying, David font us 
1 unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. And ſhe aroſe, 
and bowed herſelf on [her] face to the earth, and faid, 
| Behold, [let] thine handmaid [be] a ſervant to waſh 
the feet of the ſervants of my lord; ſhe received the meſe 
ſage with great courteouſneſs and humility, and expreſſed her 
| readineſs to perform the loweſt office even for his ſervants. 
[42 And Abigail haſted, and aroſe, and rode upon an aſs, 
with five damſels of her's that went after her as her at- 
lendants; and ſhe went after the meſſengers of David, 
1 3 and became his wife. David alſo took Ahinoam of > 
PO and they were alſo both of them his wives.“ 
But as to. his firſt wife, Saul had given Michal his 
„ David's wife, to Phalti the ſon f Laiſh, e 
wich [was] of Gallim; end as ſhe lived in adultery, Da- 
vid had a right to marry again. Saul did this 10 affront aud 
Y 5 grieve him, and to cut. of all a Pre tences to the crown on 


REY Why 


OS 


ö aal account. 

r 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 [ 1, x7 7 E may 3 nfs. what: a great blefling a a wife On 

: poſſeſſed of prudence and good under ſtanding 1 188 4 

i do a Ry, A virtuous woman, ſays Solomon, 7s a crown o | 

er ho/band, Abigail reſcued her family from ruin, by Der - N 

I Prudence and good ſenſe. Her huſband's foibles ſet her — 

e virtucs in a more e beautiful light. Let thoſe who Ebnat 

. TD, "whe —_ 

i 8 David did not rejoice in Tu death itſelf, but took" notice of | 
WW |: 25 an inſtance of divine juſtice, which at once vindicated him, 1 

18 and was an encouragement to him and einer to truſt in God, | 

0 without avenging themſelves. 6 | 

e “This was undoubtedly wrong; tho', as our Jab intimates, 

5 | thro” the hardneſs of theiz hearts, and the darkneſs of that diſpen- 


. Aon it Was overlooked at that time. 


/ 
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their own ſafety, honour and happineſs, and the regularity 
and comfort of their families, endeavour to chooſe ſuch 
wives; eſteem good ſenſe, good temper, and piety, the 
firſt things to be fought for in the choice, The heart of ; 
5 1 99 may ſafely truſt in ſuch a wife, and he will have no fea 
of ſpoil. 
R 9 ſpo We have a to bleſs God 107 every instance in 
which we are kept from fin. It is a ſignal mercy, and ſhould 
be thankfully owned, as David gave God the honour of 
preſerving him. When we have been in danger of falling 
into ſin, and doing that which would have occaſioned pain 
and grief in the recollection, and yet have been prevented, 
let us bleſs God. Nothing affords greater joy to a good 
man than this, or is juſter ground of gratitude to God. 
Whoever is the inſtrument of our deliverance from ſuch 
dangers, let God have the praiſe, who inclined them to re- 
prove us, and enabled us to take it, not only patiently but 
thankfully, like David; and let us daily pray with a very 
ſerious mind, Lord, lad us not ins a out deliver it 10 
rom evil, Once more, En 
3. Let us learn to guard aoclels A revengeful "Ig a5 
what will be bitterneſs in ihe end; and to maintain a guard over 
our paſſions, eſpecially anger, when we meet with unjuſt and 
unreaſonable treatment. This 1s a great ſnare; even the 
man after God's own heart was too eafily provoked, and too 
intent upon revenge. To many perſons, revenge is ſweet ; 
they are never ſatisfied till they are avenged. But it is a 
| baſe, wicked diſpoſition ; and brings ſorrow and remorſe 
with it. Many have done things "when in a warmth of 


— temper, which they have a thouſand times wiſhed had 


never been done. Let us remember, that the leſs we in- 

dulge our paſſion, the more we conſult our peace. We 
ſhould depart from raſh and wicked reſolutions, yea, tho 
we are bound to them by an oath; and repent deeply before 
God that we ever made them. When angry, or tempted 
to revenge affronts, we ſhould confider how it will appear 
upon reflection, and what a foundation we are laying for 
our own torment and vexation. I is the glory of a man 10 
: paſs by en affront ; and by the goſpel, forgiveneſs of others 
1s a neceſſary condition of our receiving pardon and ac- 
| | FP 
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dene from God. Let us therefore leave our cauſe with 


ſim, who will avenge it, if he ſees good. Dearly beloved, 
: wenge no! yourſelves, but rather give place Unto word ih; for 
mm 7 gran 75 mine, I will repay, 8 88 Lhe Lord. 

; ns 
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Paul in ; this chapter renews his purſuit of David; cho 22 5 
| ventures into Saul's camp; addreſſes Abner, and eepoſtulate = 
885 Saul; who acknowledges his fault, and returns home. 


ND the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, 
of Hachilah, [which is] before Jeſhimon ? This was 


| afraid that if he came to the throne he would revenge their ill 
, Wa : %ge of him. Then Saul, who before ſeemed lo be recon- 
„ale, aroſe, and, willing to embrace the opportunity, he 
went down to the wilderneſs of Ziph, having three 
thouſand choſen men of Ifrae! with him, to ſeek David 
z in the wilderneſs of Ziph. And Saul pitched in the | 
1 Go of Hachilah, which [is] before Jeſhimon by the 
But David abode in the wilderneſs, and he ſaw 


therefore ſent out ſpies, and underſtood that Saul was 
| come in very deed, and was very near him. 
5 And David aroſe, and came to the place where Saul 
| had pitched: and David beheld the place where Saul 
i WW lay, and Abner the fon of Ner, the captain of his hoſt: 
£ and Saul lay in the trench, near his chariot, and Abner 
. with him, and the people pitched round about him. 
? 5 Then anſwered David and ſaid to Ahimelech the Hit- 
ite, and to Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah, (who was Da- 
via's fiſter, 1 Chron, it. 16.) brother to Joab, ſaying, 
Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? And 
Abiſhai ſaid, I will go down with thee; he-choſe to have 
aut one for the ſake of ſecrecy, and lift the other on a hill, 
8 7 with directions what to do in caſe of an alarm. So David 
. and Abiſhai came to the people by night: and, behold, [ 
e Sau 


ſaying, Doth not David hide himſelf in the hill 


_ baſe, unprovoked malice in the Ziphites; perhaps they were © 


| 4 thr Saul came after him into the wilderneſs, David - 
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Saul lay ſleeping within the trench, and his ſpear fuck 

in the ground at his bolſter: but Abner and the people 
8 lay round about him. Then ſaid Abiſhai to David, 
God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this 
day: now therefore let me ſmite him, I pray thee, 
with the {> ear even to the earth at once, and I will no: 
[mute] kim the ſecond time; the words expreſs great 
9 eagerneſs, Let me mail him to the ground at once. And 
David ſaid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him not: for who can 
ſtretch forth his hand againſt the LoRD's anointed, and 

be gulltleſs ? being made king by God's appointment, it i] 
10 be corong to injure him. David ſaid furthermore, | As] 
the Lorp liveth, the Lorp ſhall ſmite him; or his 
day ſhall come to die; or he ſhall deſcend into battle 
and periſh; he ſhall fall by ſome ſudden ſtroke, as Nabal dic 

11 or die ly diſeaſe, or fall in battle. The Loxd forbid that 
I ſhould ſtretch forth mine hand againſt the Lory' 
anointed: * but, I pray thee, take thou now the {pear 
that [is] at his bolſter, and the cruſe of water, and let 
us go; by this they will ſee what we could have done, had 
12 71 not been out of reſpełt to him. So David took the ſpear 
and the cruſe of water from Saul's bolſter ; and they 
gat them away, and no man faw [it,] nor knew lit, 
neither awaked : for they [were] all aſleep ; becaulz 
deep fleep from the Lorp was fallen upon them; i 

was a ſpecial providence. that they were not diſcovered in 
ing thro" ſo many ranks, and talking together, 
1 hen David went over to the other fide, and ood 
on the top of an hill afar off: a great {pace | being | be. 
_ tween them, yet /q near that a voice might be heard in 11: 
14 ſtilneſs of the night. And David cried to the people, 
and to Abner the ſon of Ner, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou 
rot, Abner? Then Abner anſwered and ſaid, Who 

5 lart) thou that] crieſt to the king, to diſturb tis 7 
15 Foſe? And David ſaid to Abner, [Art] not e a 
[valiant] man? and who [is] like to thee in Iſrael? 

_ wherefore then haſt thou not kept thy lord the king? 

why hejt thou not obſerved betier military diſcipline, 0 by 


dae guarded the * b perjent. for there came on? 0 
lle 


1 He would ellcem it his own aft if he permitted another to do i. 
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the people in with an intention to deſtroy the king thy 
16 lord, and he had a fair opportunity to do it. This thing 
[is] not good that thou haſt done. { As] the Lonp 
liveth ye [are] worthy to die, becauſe ye have not 
kept your maſter, the Loxp's anointed, And now ſee 
where the king's ſpear [is,] and the cruſe of water that 
[was] at his bolſter; he could as eaſily have token away his 
17 life as his ſpear. And Saul knew David's voice, and 
faid, [Is] this thy voice, my ſon David? David's cou- 
rage, generoſity, and piety, and his own ungrateful return, 


vors crowded into Saul's mind. And David, acknowledging 
| Soul's authority, and his own all gianceè to him, ſaid, [It 
's is] my voice, my lord, O king. And, pleading his in- 
e nocence, he ſaid, Wherefore doth my lord thus purſue 
„ after his ſervant? for what have 1 done? or what evil 
it ig ſis] in mine hand? Now therefore, I pray thee, let 
my lord the king hear the words of his ſervant. If the 
Los have ſtirred thee up againſt me, let him accept 
t an offering: ? but if [they be] the children of men, 
; WE curſed [be] they before the Logp; for they have driven 
Ir me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the 
Load, ſaying, Go, ſerve other gods; they have done 
edo Hat which has à tendency to bring me to idolatry, Now 
a therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the 
i face of the Loxp, who ſees it, and will avenge it of lliee: 
j for the king of Iſrael is come out to ſeek a flea, as 
| when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains. 
dr Then faid Saul, I have ſinned 40h againſt God and 
bee, return, my ſon David, to my court again: for I 
e will no more do thee harm, becauſe my ſoul was pre- 
' cious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the 
1 fool, and have erred exceedingly; I am aſhamed and ſorry 
0 22 jor what ] have done. And David, as an evidence of Saul's 


Bet EE EO EE af 
Some ſuppoſe he here refers to Saul; © If God hath ſent | 


tis ſpirit into thee, do thou humble thyſelf, and appeaſe him 
[400 15 angry with thee, by a ſacrifice.” Others ſay, it refers to 
avid; * If it be my ſins which have cauſed God to ſtir thee. 
b ägainſt me, I am willing to become a ſacrifice to appeaſe his 
Wrath” I think the beauty of the words lies in their ambiguity ; 
by they may be taken both ways, he leaves Saul's own con- 
dence to find out the meaning. Hors 


* 
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danger, and his own innocence, anſwered and ſaid, Behg!j 
the king's ſpear! and let one of the young men come 


23 over and fetch it, The Loxp render to every man hi 


righteouſneſs and his faithfulneſs: for the Lory de. 
| livered thee into [my] hand to day, but I would ng 
ſtretch forth mine hand againſt the Loxkp's anointed. 
24 And, behold, as thy life was much ſet by this day in 
mine eyes, ſo let my life be much ſet by in the eyes 9: 
the Los, and let him deliver me out of all tribulation; 
25 may God deal with me as I have done with thee, Then 
Saul ſaid to David, Bleſſed be] thou, my fon David: 
thou ſhalt both do great [things,] and alſo ſhalt il 
prevail; I nd it in vain to purſue thee any longer, win 
God intends for great things. So David went on his way, 
took the courſe he had deſigned for his own ſafety, notwiti. 
ſtanding Saul*s fair promiſes; and Saul returned to his 
place; and we do not find that he purſued David any mir, 


"REFLECTIONS. 


1 TT OW ſoon do wicked hearts loſe all their ſerious 


impreſſions and convictions! What could be 


more ſolemn than Saul's laſt promiſes to David! He then 
ſeemed deeply affected, and we ſhould ſcarce expect he woull 
ever have returned to his folly; but the next temptation, the 
very next opportunity, he was as bad as ever. It 1s too 


common for men to be impreſſed with the folly of ther 


ways; to ſee the ſinfulneſs of their conduct; to be aſhamed 


and humbled for it, and reſolve to be better; and yet re- 


turn to fin, like the dog to his vomit. What need have we t0 
watch over ourſelves, to form deliberate reſolutions, and 


to pray that God would keep us in a right mind, and 


ſurety to his ſervants for good. 


2. We ſee how eafily God can confound the devices and 


overrule the deſigns of men. Saul and his three thouſand 
men thought they ſhould now have David ſafe; but God 
. laid them all aſleep. So eaſily can he baffle the deſigns ol 


„ s 
Saul might probably know that David was anointed, and 


= 8 he ought to be as tender of David's life, as David 3 
Ot hi6. | . | 8 „„ I v8 TE 258 
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his and his people's enemies, The fout-hearted have flept 
E their fleep, and none of the men of might have found their hands, 
Let us adore that God, who has ſo many ways of influen- 
ing the minds of men, and controuling their power. Let 
all good men truſt in him, and make him their fear and their 
read; then he will be their ſhield and their fortreſs, 

| 2. We may obſerve, that to be baniſhed from God's 
houſe and ordinances, is one of the greateſt griefs to a 
devout mind. To be abſent from God's tabernacle, and in 
danger of ſerving other gods, David complained of as a 
greater grief than leaving the court, or his family, or his 


grace, and the privileges of God's houſe, is the greateſt 
| of all loſſes. That this may not be our caſe, let us highly 
value them, and carefully improve them while they are 
continued; and eſteem @ day in God's courts better than a 
| thouſand ſpent i in fin and vanity. 
| 4. We learn, from the example of Saul, that ſin in 
general, and eſpecially the fin of perſecution, is playing the 
| ful, and erring exceedingly. Saul's puriuit of David was 
not only inveterate malice, but egregious folly; it was 
| driving away the wiſeſt, braveſt, greateſt, and moſt worthy 
man in his dominions. Every inſtance in which we do evil, 
ve play the fool, we act unwiſely, and do that which we ſhall 
| repent of, And in proportion to the degree of light and 
conviction againſt which we act, is our error great, and our 
| folly exceſſive; and proportionably great will be our ſhame. 
| and remorſe. Whereas the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 


WH widoms a good TOE. have all 9s that 0 his come 


| nandmento. 
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David, fil fearing Saul, leaves his dominions, and goes over ; 
to Achiſh. 


N D David faid in his heart, 1 ſhall now RY 

one day by the hand of Saul: [there is] nothing 
better for 1 me than that I ſhould ſpeedily eſcape — a 
1 and 


friends, or even his native country. To loſe the means of 
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land of the Philiſtines; „ and Saul ſhall deſpair of me, 

do ſeek me any more in any coaſt of Iſrael: fo ſhall | 
eſcape out of his hand. David thought Saul was ni 10 J, 

_ tho" he had promiſed fair; therefore, after conſultin 
is friends, as Joſephus tells us, he reſolved to leave 2 
2 dominions. And David aroſe, and he paſſed over, with 
the fix hundred men that [were] with him, unto Achiſh, 
Zz the ſon of Maoch, king of Gath.* And David duel 
uith Achiſh at Gath, he and his men, every man with 
his houſehold, [even] David with his two wives, A. 
hinoam the Jezrecliteſs, and Abigail the Carmelitels, 
4 Nabal's wife. And it was told Saul that David was 
fled to Gath: and he fought no more again for him, 
5 which otherwiſe he was diſpoſed to have done. And David 
ſaid unto Achiſh, If I have now found grace in thine 
eyes, let them give me a place in ſome town in the 
country, that I may dwell there: for why ſhould thy 
6 ſervant dwell in the royal city with thee ?? Then Achiſh 
gave him Ziklag that day; © wherefore Ziklag pertain- 
eth unto the kings of Judah unto this day. By this mean; 
 Achiſh laid a greater obligation on David, and prevented ay 
7 diſturbances in his capital city. And the time that David 
dwelt in the country of the Philiſtines was a full year 
and four months. 
8 And David and his men went up Aid invade the 

_ Geſhurites, and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites : for 
thoſe [nations were] of old the inhabitants of the land, 
© thou pou. to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 

g 9 An 


oy He was called the 60 of Maoch, to > ditisg aim him from the 
former Achiſh. David perhaps had ſome aſſurance of protection 
from him, Achiſh would be glad to have ſuch a brave man out 
of his enemy's country; as it would weaken the Ifraclites' forces, 
and keep up the divifion ; eſpecially as they brought their wives 
ad children as pledges of their fidelity, 
v David made this requeſt to ſecure himſelf from the envy of 
_ the courtiers, to keep his men employed, that they might not be 
in ſuch danger of idolatry and the vices of the Philiſtines, and 
| have a free exerciſe of their religion, without offering an affront 
to the gods of the Philiſtines, 
5 This was a frontier town in the ot of Judah, (ſee Jaſus 
xv. 1.) but the Philiſtines had kept poſſeſſion of it till now. 
heſe were the remains of the nations that were devoted to 
deſtruction 


10 


11 


12 
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9 And David ſmote the land, and left neither man nor 
woman alive, and took away the ſheep, and the oxen, 
and the aſſes, and the camels, and the apparel, and re- 
turned, and came to Achiſh, 10 give account of the action, 
10 and preſent ſum with a ſhare of the ſpoils, And Achiſh | 
ſaid, Whither have ye made a road to day? And Da- 
vic faid, Againſt the ſouth of Judah, and againſt the 
ſouth of the Jerahmeelites, and againſt the ſouth of the 
it Kenites.* And David ſaved neither man nor woman 
alive, to bring [tidings] to Gath, ſaying, left they 
ſhould tell on us, ſaying, So did David, and ſo 


| [will be] his manner all the while he dwelleth in the 


country of the Philiſtines ; /e brough: no man to Gath to 
tell how the matter was; and the Philiſtines were not likely 
| to know any other way, being at a great diſtance, and bujy 


12 in preparation for war with Iſrael. And Achiſh believed 


David, faying, He hath made his people Iſrael utterly 
to abhor him; therefore he ſhall be my ſervant for ever; 


je can now have 0 thoughts of returning to Iſrael, but will 


continue with me, and do me ſervice as long as he lives. It 

was happy for David that he was ſettled at Ziklag, it being 

aà proper place fur the reception of thoſe who came to him; as 
we fins great numbers did, feel Chron, Xll, [—22, 1 


REFLECTIONS. 


E ſee there may bi remainders of unbelief in a 
pious mind. David did wrong in going to an 
0 country, where he had before complained of 


. 


being driven. He had been commanded to ſtay in Judah, 
and was aſſured of the kingdom; and tho' he could not truſt 
Saul, he might have truſted God. Unbelief is a ſin which 
a beſets goo! 3 men. They adviſe with themſelves and 


. $. . 1 their 


deſtruction. Saul kad not fain all the Amalekites, tho' he was 


commanded to do ſo; ſome had fled who were probably at en- 


mity with Achiſh, at leaſt not tributary to him, or confederates 
with him. Thus David ſubſiſted himſelf and his people, ſerved 
od own country, and did not injure his benefactor, 

* This was a fraudulent equivocation, unworthy ſuch a holy 
man as David was; for Achith would underſtand that he made 
an inroad on the ſouthern part of Judah, whereas he meant the 
countries that lay ſouth of judah. 


and guilt, being intended to deceive him. How mean 
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their friends, but not with their God, and do not look up 
to him for direction. Let us mourn over the remainder 
of unbelief in our own hearts, and pray that God would 
| increaſe our faith. _ 
2. Another fault of David: which bald be matter of 
lamentation and warning, is, that he deceived Achiſh, 
Tho' it was not a direct lie, it had the ſame conſequences 


and diſhonourable is ſuch a conduct in any, eſpecially | in 
men of diſtinguiſhed rank and eminence! Let it be our 
care to avoid this, as every degree of deceit, tho? it ſhoull 
do others no harm, yet it warps the mind from truth, 
makes men think lightly of it, and prepares the way for 
lying. May we guard againft every ſpecies of deceit, for it 
will, if encouraged, increaſe to more ungodlineſs; it will 
lead not only to injuſtice to men, but to hypocriſy toward 
God. Therefore, as we are brethren, Jet us not lie one ty 


another, but ſee to it that our converſation be in fimplicity 
and godly fincerity. He that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurch. 


We ſhould remember that our words are all heard in hes. 


ven; and that by our words we ſhall be condemned or juſtified, 
We may deceive men, but cannot deceive God : ; and he 


has entered it in the decrees of heaven, that no liar foal. 


anher 10 eternal fe, 
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; We has ve in this chapter Saul's terror on account of the attack 
which the Philitines made; the application he made to a witth 
that he might ſee e 3 the convtrſation he had with 


Samuel, and the effect it had upon him. 
1 


And Achiſh, <ho depended on David and his men 10 lu! 


, him, faid unto David, Know thou aſſuredly, that thou 
ſhalt go out with me to battle, thou and thy men. 


2 And David laid to Achiſn, 3 thou ſhalt know 


what 


N D it came to paſs in oſs 4s white Dovid 
was with Fehijh, that the Philiſtines gathered 
their armies together for warfare, to fight with Iſracl. 
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- what thy ſervant can do.. And Achiſh ſaid to David, 
Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for 
ever; thou art he in whom I put moſt confidence for the pro- 
tellion of my life. „ 8 


|; Now Samuel was dead, and all Iſrael had lamented 


This is added, to ſhow that Saul was now ſenſible of his loſs. 
And Saul, at the beginning of his reign, when Samuel had 
ſome influence over him, had put away thoſe that had fa- 

4 miliar ſpirits, and the wizards, out of the land, And 


and pitched in Shunem : and Saul gathered all Ifraet 

5 together, and they pitched in Gilboa. And when Saul, 
from a neighbouring hill, ſaw the hoſt of the Philiſtines, 
he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled, hro* the 

errors of a guilty conſcience, and his own impending doom, 

6 And when Saul enquired of the Loxp, the Lord 

anſwered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, 

Eo Io 


| Then ſaid Saul unto his ſervants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar ſpirit, that I may go to her, and 
enquire of her.“ And his ſervants ſaid to him, Behold, 


$ a place near where the army was encamped. And Saul diſ- 
guiſed himſelf, and put on other raiment, hat he might = 
not be known, otherwiſe the woman would not have praiſed 
er arts before him; and he went, and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by night: and he 
laid, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar ſpirit, 
Os > Yo. e OG 
This was an ambiguous anſwer. David no doubt ' wiſhed to 
put him off, and to conſult God firſt, in ſo nice an affair. But 
lt is ſaid; 1 Chron. x. 14. he enquired not of the Lord. He 
did not do it for a long time, but neglected him; and at laſt did 
not do it with a ſincere, upright heart; wherefore God eiteemed _ 
%%% T 
A Saul here acts like a diſtracted man, driven to deſpair; for 
he knew this practice was contrary to the law of God, and fo 
did all the people; but notwithſtanding this, there were ſome who 


Practice common among the gentiles. 


him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city, 


the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together, and came 


[there is] a woman that hath a familiar ſpirit at En- dor, 


Achim underſtood him to intimate that he would do his beſt to 


privately uſed necromancy, or conſulting the dead, which was a 


ſome favourable anſwer; ſhe would not have foretold his death, 
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and bring me ſhim] up from the grave whom 1 ſhal 
9 name unto thee. And the woman faid unto him, Be. 
hold, thou knoweſt what Saul hath done, how he hath 
cut off thoſe that have familiar ſpirits, and the wizards, 
out of the land: wherefore then layeſt thou a ſnare for 
my life, to cauſe me to die? Providence ordered it ſo thai 
Saul ſhould be told this to his face, to convince him of his fi . 

5 10 And Saul aſſured her of ſafety, and ſware to her by the 
Lorn, faying, [As] the Lox liveth, there ſhall ro 
11 puniſhment happen to thee for this thing. Then faid 
the woman, Whom ſhall J bring up unto thee ? And 
12 he ſaid, Bring me up Samuel. And when“ the woman 
ſaw Samuel, ſhe cricdl with a loud voice, ſbrieged ou in 
fſurpriſe and terror, having never ſeen ſuch a ſight before: 
and the woman ſpake to Saul, ſaying, Why haſt thou 
1 3 deceived me? for thou [art] Saul.“ Abd the king 
ſaid unto her, Be not afraid: for what ſaweſt thou? 
And the woman fad unto Saul, I faw gods“ aſcending 
Out 


. This 407 is Aiden with many Ae | Commentatcr: 
have often ſtrangely confounded it and themſelves, There are three 
opinions concerning it. One is, that it was all a juggle; another, 
that an evil ſpirit perſonated Samuel ; a third, which ſeems mot 

likely, that it was really Samuel. The firſt, that it was a jug ge, 
is abſurd in itſelf, as Saul was not likely to be the dupe of the 
Woman. He and his companions were brave men, and not to be 
_ ealily impoſed upon; they were not frightened, tho? ſhe was; their 
Whole anſwer was quite rational. They came ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly, ſo that there was no time for artifice. Had it been 

a juggle, the woman would not have been frightened. When {he 

knew Saul, ſhe would have flattered him, and have given him 


leit ſhe ſhould ſuffer for it, and it ſhould be imputed to her en- 
chantments, The reaſons why it was not an evil nd, e aud. that - 
it was really Samuel, will be given as we proceed, | 

* It mult be obſerved carefully, that the word un is not in 
. ae original; the inſtant oaul pronounced Samuel's name, ſhe ſay 
him in her cell. © 5 
___ 1 Seeing the reherable prophet himſelf, the immediately concluds 4 
ed; that he would not appear in this extraordinary manner © | 
any but the king of Iſrael, and therefore it mult be Sauls This 
plainly proves that her whole art was deſigned to deceive; and 
that it was not an evil ſpirit. If it had been one, and brougit 
up by her art, ſhe would not have been fo frightened. 
The word often ſignifies 4 god, and is applied either to the ue. 
God, to a N or P of Strat HOBOUF. Ch 


I. SAMUEL. XVIII., 183 

14 out of the earth. And he ſaid unto her, What form 

lis] he of? And ſhe ſaid, An old man cometh up; 
and he [is] covered with a mantle, ſuch as prophets wear. 

And Saul perceived that it [was] Samuel himſelf," and 

be ſtooped with [his] face to the ground, and bowed 

himſelf with great reverence before him. 

1; And Samuel faid to Saul, Why haſt thou diſquieted 
me, to bring me up? And Saul anſwered, I am tore 

_ diſtreſſed for the Philiſtines make war againit me, and 
Gd is departed from me, and auſwereth me no more, 


| called thee, that thou mayeſt make known unto me 


thee, and is become thine enemy? Nothing can be more 
ſenſeleſs than to imagine that I can do any thing for thee, 
17 when God, *vhaſe ſervant I am, hath forſaken thee, And 
the Lok e hath done to him," as he ſpake by me: for the _ 
Lon hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and 
18 given it to thy neighbour, [even] o David. Becauſe. 
| thou obeyedſt not the voice of the Loa, nor executedſt 
his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lp 
done this thing unto thee this day. I is remarkable he 
does not mention his killing the prieſts, becauſe the decree f 


neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have _ 


16 what I ſhall GO, Then ſaid Samuel, Wherefore then 
doſt thou aſk of me, ſeeing the Lord is departed from 


cutting off the kingdom from him was denounced before that 


19 was done, Moreover the Logp will allo deliver Iſrael with - 1 


thee into the hand of the Philiſtines: and to morrow 4 | 
. ;,; [halt] 


Here a moſt important word is omitted in the tranſlation, 


which is in the original. He perceived that 1t was Samuel him Fen 
lf, the very ſame perſon he had ſo often ſeen and converſed _ 


» This paſſage is urged as a proof that it was an evil ſpirit, . 


But the plain meaning is, that he was grieved to be called on 
ſuch an errand, to be a witneſs and reprover of Saul's impiety _ 
and madneſs. He fays, y haf lle diſquieted ms ? provoked my 
ſpirit? It was not the witch that hath done it, but tow, © 
7 him, Dr. KEN RNICOT T proves from three Hebrew M58. 
ne. the Greek and vulgate verſions, that it ſhould be rendered, 
10 thee; >. Pra 215 EF Eo oe We 7) — 
The word often ſignifies /oon, ſee Deut. vi. 20. but it might 


be literally on the morroao, for any thing that appears in the 


Rory to the contrary, if this was paſt midnight, which it probably ; 
Was. J ³˙¹¹A¹˙1 Äwumů ee CE BITS 
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| [thalt) thou and thy ſons [be] with me in the Rate 5} 
the dead: the Lorp alſo ſhall deliver the hoſt of Iſra. 
20 el into the hand of the Philiſtines. Then Saul fel! 
ſtraightway all along on the earth, and was ſore afraid, 
| becauſe of the words of Samuel: and there was no 


ſtrength in him ; for he had eaten no br ead all the Cay, 


nor all the night. f 


21 And the woman came unto Saul, and: 115 that be 


was fore troubled, and ſaid unto him, Behold, thine 
| handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and J have put my 


life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy wide | 


22 which thou ſpakeſt unto me. Now therefore, I pray 
thee, hearken'thou alſo unto the voice of thine hand. 
3 maid, and let me ſet a morſe] of bread before thee; and 


. ents that thou mayeſt have ſtrength, when thou goeſt ; 


on thy way, otherwiſe thou will nat be able to reach the 


23 camp. But he refuſed, and ſaid, I will not eat; he ſe, 
SO rather to die there, than by the Philiflines, But his ſer- 
 vants, together with the woman, by earneſt mmportunily, 
: compelled bim J and he hearkened unto their voice. p 
Tx | 80 


* This is 2 convincing eder that it was really Samuel, for 


no e could have foretold events ſo preciſely, no evil 1 
could do it; we have no reaſon to believe that God would reveal 
theſe things to them. heſides, an evil ſpirit would not have re- 


; proved Saul, as this apparition did, nor blame him for enquiring 


. * this way; but would rather have encouraged and countenanced 
it: Satan is not divided againſt himſelf, If it be aſked, Why God 
Ab him thus, when he refuſed to do it in another way * It: 
may be anſwered, that there was no prophet with Saul. The 
rim was with David; and he could not expect dreams or viſions. 
God might wiſely luffer Samuel to appear, to make the greater 1 
impreſſion on Saul, who had paid ſo little regard to him whilſt 
5 Uying'; and to reprove him for his former crimes, eſpecially this 


laſt. And how could God have taken a more effectual method 


N diſcountenance ſuch a practice? Had there been no anſwer, er 
bad Saul only been frightened by this wicked woman, their taith + 
in this wretched creature might have been confirmed, But when | 


he cauſed Samuel to appear in his own perſon, and declare, what 


nene but infinite wiſdem could reveal, it was a remarkable way 


of ſhowing his deteilation of ſuch practices, and a lirong_ proof 
of the immortality of the foul. If it be aſked, Why did not 


Samuel exhort him to repent? I antwer, the reproof itſelf is an 


exhortation; but probably there was no room for repentance, attc! 
all that had been taid to him, and done for him. 


COTS 
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So he aroſe from the earth, and fat upon the bed, 
24 And the woman had a fat calf in the houſe; and ſhe 
haſted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded [it] 
25 and did bake unleavened bread thereof: And ſhe 
© brought [it] before Saul, and before his ſervants, and 
they did eat. Then they roſe up, and went away that 
night, %%%ͤͤCC( 8 


: 3 "IT 8 ale | ſtory throws ſome light 3 = 


world, concerning witches and apparitions, As r 
former, it ſeems to intimate that witches were nothing but 
mere cheats, or elſe this poor witch would never have been 
ſo much frigntened, I never ſaw any ſatisfactory evidence 
that perſons ever had, or can pothbly have, evil ſpirits 
under their command, and by which they were capable of 
doing miſchief, Many ſuch ſtories, which have been beſt 
atteſted, have been found nothing but frauds ; and all the 
| reſt may reaſonably be ſuſpected, becauſe there does not 


ble, that none have appeared among us ſince the act which 
was made againſt them was repealed; and very probably 
there never will be any more. For a man to pretend to it 


*o providence, and to introduce impiety. _ 


ſevere puniſhment now, becauſe it tends to leſſen a regard 
With regard to apparitions, this ſtory ſeems to me to 


ceparted ſpirits to take ſome vehicle or light kind of body, 


=_ which they may become the objects of ſenſe, and be 


have been; yet never but on extraordinary occaſions, The 


but for a wiſe and good end; and if that was not to be ſeen 
by us, why was the apparition ? God does not take delight 
in terrifying men; and not one of them can appear without 
his permiſſion. This ſingle remark carried with us, would 

5 eee SO ver- 


What has been matter of much debate in the 


appear any good end that they can anſwer, It is remarka-. 
under the jewiſh law, was death. And ſuch perſons deſerve _ | 


prove, that God, for wiſe and good reaſons, may ſuffer 


capable of converſing with us. Such inſtances I believe 


great thing to be regarded 18 the deſign or the end to be . 
anſwered by ſuch an appearance, for providence never acts 


- —_ < — — 
r 
— — — — — —— 
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only to frighten children. But we have no need to give 


next reflection which this chapter ſuggeſts to us. 
2. We ſee here the horrors of a guilty conſcience, and 
how ſolicitous we ſhould be to make God our friend. 
When the Philiſtines came againſt Saul, he remembered 
„ e guilty blood of the Amalekites which he had ſpared, 
and the innocent blood of the prieſts which he had ſhed, 


him in the wild diſorder of his mind to conſult a witch. He 


ho would not ſerve God, became a ſlave to his own fears 
and folly. When he heard his doom confirmed by the fame 


dleſpair, what horror of conſcience, what terror and antici- 
pation of the divine vengeance did he feel! What a dread- 
ful fituation muſt his mind be in! from which his crown 
and ſceptre, his dominions and armies could not ſecure 
him. God grant that we may all learn from this awful 
ſtory, the evil of ſin, the ſad conſequence of combating 
with conſcience, grieving the ſpirit of God, and cauſing 
him to withdraw. May we never provoke the Lord to 
anger, left he give us up to a hard and re robate mind, 

Lé et us ſecure an intereſt in his friendſhip, by ich in Chriſt, 
and holy obedience to his will; then, evil ſpirits can do 
us no harm, and good ſpirits will not. Happy is he thai 

| feareih the Lord, for he ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf ; and 

| inſtead of terror, remorſe, and deſpair, his life ſhall be 

| comfortable, and his end Jour: be ue 


8 In w clay We. find David in great N and app! J 


overthrow a thouſand of thoſe fooliſh ftori ies, which tend 


ourſelves any pain about this, if we will but attend to the 


His iniquities were ſet in order before him. This drove 


prophet who had delivered it before, what remorſe and 


CHAP. XXIX. 


delivered by the interpoſition of providence. 


Tow the Philiſtines gathered together all their 
armies to Aphek: and the Iſraelites pitched b) 
2 a fountain which [is] in Jezreel. And the lords of the 


Philfines- of nA on 22 hundreds, and by thoufand. 
| Le 
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ſome at the head of an hundred, and ſome of a thouſand 

ſoldiers: but David and his men paſſed on in the rere- 

ward with Achiſh, who was choſen general of th: whole 
army, and David went with him as captain of his guards, 

according to his promiſe, Then {aid the princes of the | 

Phbiliſtines, What [do] theſe Hebrews here?] thinking 

it odd that they ſhould go againſt their own countrymen. 

And Achiſn ſaid unto the princes of the Philiſtines, 

[Is] not this David, the ſervant of Saul the king 
of Iſrael, which hath been with me theſe days, or 
theſe years, 4 year and four months, long enough to. 

prove him, and I have found no fault in him ſince he 
4 fell ſunto me] unto this day? And the princes of the 

Philiſtines were wroth with him; and the princes of the 

_ Philiſtines ſaid unto him, Make this fellow return, that 

he may go again to his place which thou haſt appointed 

him at Ziklag, and let him not go down with us to 
battle, leſt in the battle he be an adverſary to us, /hould 
prove falſe and revolt : for wherewith ſhould he reconcile = 

| himſelf unto his maſter? [ſhould it] not [be] with the 

heads of theſe men? by betraying us into the hands of Sau!? 
Jus was a plauſible excuſe, but the chief reaſon was, envy 

and indignation at his reputation, and ſeeing him ſo honourably | 

5 treated, [Is] not this David of whom they ſang one 

to another in dances, ſaying, Saul flew his thouſands, _ 
and David his ten thouſands ? reminding Achiſh that he = 
das @ very dangerous perſon, and would har aly forfeit his 
Popularity by fighting againſt his country. ; 

3 6 Then Achiſh, who was overruled in the council of war, 
called David, * ſaid unto him, Surely, ſas] the 
Lozp liveth,* thou haſt been upright, and thy going 

out and thy coming in with me in the hoſt [is] good in 

my fight: for I have not found evil in thee fince the 
day of thy coming unto me unto this day; à very honour- = 
able teſtimony: nevertheleſs the lords favour thee not. 

7 Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that thou diſ- 

8 pleaſe not the lords of the Philiflines, And David faid 


unto 


»Achiſh Soda as the Lord gal, and not © Dagon : per · 
haps David, Who poke of God's teſtimunies . 4 had Why 
tructed him in che knowledge of Jehovah.” | 


J) the Lord. He knew not what to do; he could not deſert, | 
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unto Achiſh, But what have I done? and what haſt 
thou found in thy ſervant ſo long as I have been with 
| thee unto this day, that I may not go fight againſt the 
enemies of my lord the king? David, tho inwardy 
pPleaſed, would not have Achiſh imagine he wanted to be i 
9 miſſed. And Achiſh, knowing that all things had bez: 
doe ll managed by him, and proſpered in his hand, anſwered 
and faid to David, I know that thou art good in my 
ſight, as an angel of God: notwithſtanding the prince; 
of the Philiſtines have ſaid, He ſhall not go up with us 
do the battle; and Achiſh thought it was better to loſe 8 
10 favourite, than to have a mutiny in the army, Wherefore 
now riſe up early in the morning with thy maſter's ſer. 
voants that are come with thee: and as ſoon as ye be up 
11 early in the morning, and have light, depart. So David 
and his men roſe up early to depart in the morning, to 
return into the land of the Philiſtines. And the Phi. 
liſtines went up to Jezreel. This was ordered by God 
3 providence, to preſerve him either from fighting again 
sis own people, or betraying his truſt ; as alſo that he might | 


= Come eee to the . £ his 1 at Os and 
; his, 0WN concerns. 8 
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T. 1s . injurious even to have high reputz- 
«x tion. This ſhould teach us not to be too fond of 
hi. or the applauſe of men, for it expoſed David to 
the envy and hatred of the Philiſtine lords. Popular ap- 

plauſe may ſoon be turned to reproach ; therefore, while we 

| behave honourably, and have the teſtimony of a good 
5 conſcience, let us not be c over ſolicitous about the applauſe 
of men, 
_ 2, We may fre © by vhis remarkable: appearance of provi- : 
| dence in David's favour, that the ſteps of a good man are ordtirid 


without the imputation of cowardice, treachery, and ingra- 
titude to his benefactor; and yet it was hard to fight againſt 
his country, and the Tord anointed, and would exaſperate 
the Iſraelites againſt him. He was under no e 
| ut 
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but to defend Achiſh; perhaps he would have done that as 
captain of his guard; and perhaps he might have ſaved 
Jonathan's life, and accommodated matters between the 
contending parties. He was much wanted at home, tho' he 
did not know it. In this difficulty God appeared for him, 
by ſtirring up the Philiſtine lords againſt him, and ſuffering 
them to indulge and ſucceed in their reſentment. David's 
honourable diſmiſſion freed him from all theſe difficulties, 
juſt time enough to ſave his wives, and children, and ſub- 
tance, His mind was undoubtedly much diſtreſſed; and 
God ſuffered this, to chaſtiſe his folly in going to the Phi- 
litines 3 but becauſe his heart was right, he interpoſed to 
reſcue him, and his diſgrace proved greatly to his advantage, : 
This affords us encouragement to truſt in God in all our 
fraits and difficulties, for he can find out ways and means 
to reſcue us, and even ftir up our enemies to deliver us out 
of this or the other evil, from which our friends cannot. 
In all our ways, therefore, let us acknowie cage him, and he will 
2 4 our i 0 El os 8 80 


CHAP. XXX. 


We * here of the dt iRreſſed circumPances i in hich David ind 
his men found Ziklag on their return; his purſuit of the enemy, 


FT - the recovery of their JOG and fears ; and the di anne _ 


N of the ſpoil. 


A had invaded the ſouth, and Ziklag, and 


ND it came to _ 1 David 3 ig mem 
| were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the 


2 ſmitten Ziklag, and burned it with fre; And had taken 


the women captives, that [were] therein: they ſlew not 

any, either great or {mall, but carried [them] away, 

: 3 and went on their way.“ 1 5 David and his men came 
to the city, and, behold, ; (ir ws] burned with fire; and 


their es 


8 It was ; firange that has aa, not gedeeh hh” as David had 
done their wives and children, There was however a remarkable 
providence in it, as they did not ftop till they got to the bor- 


cers of their own country: then they cal to refreſh themſelves, | 
and rejoice in "ow ee. | 1 8 


oy 7 


= ; 


II 


12 


? taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, and Abigail 
the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. This was indeed a fiat 
trial. They had juſt eſcaped Saul's fury, and got ſafe from 
the Philiſtines, od expefted to meet their wives and children 
 @vith joy; but, behold, all were loſt. We can ſcarce imagine 
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their wives, and their ſons, and their daughters, were 


4 taken captives. Then David and the people that [ by 


with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had 
no more power to weep. And David's two wives were 


any thing more melancholy. And David was greatly dif. 


treſſed; for the people ſpake of ſtoning him, becauſ: 
the foul of all the people was grieved, every man for 


his ſons and for his daughters; their grief for a time toll 


 anvay their reaſon, and they aſcribed all their miſeries to hin 
for having attacked the Amalekites : but David encouraged 


himſelf in the Loꝝxp his God, his prety kept up his courage. 
le had à great command of temper, did not threaten t1 
_ puniſh their infolence, but remained ſilent under all their i 
uſage, And David faid to Abiathar the prieſt, Ahi- 
melech's ſon, I pray thee bring me hither the ephod. 
And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. I. 
the day of his trouble he ſouzht the Lord. And David en- 


| quired at the Lok, faying, Shall I purſue after this 
troop? ſhall I overtake them? And he anſwered him, 
| Purſue: for thou ſhalt ſurely overtake them, ] and 
without fail recover [all.] God anſwered, and, his. 
FACOUT agement. promiſed more than he required. 


So David went, he and the fix hundred men that 


> [were] with him, and came to the brook Beſor, where 
„ 
dbu and four hundred men: for two hundred abode be- 
hind, - which were fo faint that they could not go over | 


thoſe that were left behind ſtayed. But David purſued, - 


the brook Beſor; heir grief had made them neglef to ba- 


Proper refreſhment. This was a great trial of David's faith, 
as it 100k from him a third part of his army; yet he _ 
them great tenderneſs, and tho* the caſe was urgent, did ii! 
hurry them beyond their firength, And they found an 
Egyptian in the field, and rough him to David, and 


gave him bread, and he did eat; and they made him 
drink water. And Trey gore him a Piece of a . 
5 95 
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figs, and two cluſters of raifins : and when he had eaten, 
his ſpirit came again to him; they did 00127 they could 
70 recover and comfort Bin, for he hal 52880 no bread, 
nor drank [any] water, three days and three nights, that ) 
13 is, part of three days and three nichts, And David fad 
unto him, To whom [belongeſt] thou? and whence 
© [art] thou? And he ſaid, I ſam] a young man of 
Egypt, ſervant to an Amalekite ; and my maſter left 
me, becauſe three days agone I fell fick, This was the 
higheſt degree of inhumanity and cruelty ; he left him fick, in 
an enemy's country, deſtitute of neceſſaries, when they hud 
plenty, and with their camels could eaſily have taken him with 
14 them, We made an invaſion [upon] the {oath of tage 
Cberethites, the Philiſtines, and upon [the coat] which _ 
lbeſongeth] to Judah, and upon the ſouth of Caleb's 
e where NabaPs poſſe N one were, and we burn 
5 ed Ziklag with fire. And David ſaid to him, Canſt 
thou bring me down to this comp any? And he ſaid, 
Svear unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, 
nor deliver me into the hands of my maſter, of woe 1 
ee 1 have had ſufficient proof, and 1 will e hee 
don to this company. EE Sb 
Fj And when he had brought him down, behold, [they | 
were] ſpread abroad upon all the earth, eating and 
drinking, and dancing, becauſe of all the great ſpoil 
that they had taken out of the land of the Philiſtines, 
and out of the land of Judah here they thought themſelves | 
perfectly ſecure, becauſe the Philiſtines aud Iſraclites were 
17 gone to war, And David came upon then early in the morit- 
lig, and ſmote them from the twilight even unto the 
evening of the next day: and there eſcaped not a man of 
them, fave four hundred young men, which rode upon 
18 camels, and fled. And David recovered all that the A- 
malekites had carried away: and David reſcued his two 
19 wives. And there was nothing lacking to them, neither 
ſmall nor great, neither ſons nor daughters, neither ſpoil, 
nor any [thing] that they had taken to them: David 
20 recovered all, according to God's word. And David took | 
all the flocks and the herds, taken by the Amalekites from 
ihe Philiſtines and the men E e —.— Hey drave 
Vor. Ii. before 
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before thols [other] cattle, belonging to David and th 
men of Ziklag, and ſaid, This [is] David's ſpoil, obi 


by his valour and conduct. The ſoldiers now repented of lH, 


21 


and when David came near to the people, he falure 
them, in the moſt friendly manner enquiring about the 
health, for he had left them weak and faint. „ 
Then anſwered all the wicked men and ken of 
Belial, of thoſe that went with David, properly ſo calle, 
_ becauſe they were covetaus and barharous , probably Da 
when he ſaluted the tæt hundred men, told them they „ 15 201, 
have their own things reſtored, and part of the ſpoil; bt i 
-theſe wicked men objected, and ſaid, Becauſe they wers 
not with us, we will not give them [aught] of the yo | 
that we have recovered, fave to every man his wife ar 
his children, that they may lead [them] away, and de. 


22 


23 


thren, with that which the LoD hath given us, who 
hath preſerved us, and delivered the company that 


Io] from that day forward, that he made it a ol ea 
8 Hatute and an ordinance for Iſrael unto this day. 


5 ſpoil unto > the eluers of Judah, been to bis friends,” 


U 


ner; and argued, that fince God had been fo good to them, it 
would be peculiarly baſe and i impious in them to be unkind to LEI 


inſolence, and were willing that David ſhould have all Il. 


new ſpoils which were taten. And David came to the tw 
hundred men, which were ſo faint that they could not 
follow David, whom they had made alſo to abide at th: 
brook Beſor: and they went forth to meet David, and 
to meet the people that [were] with him, 4 are Nate 


them on their ſucceſs, and receive their wives and chili, 


* it's 


part, Then ſaid David, Ye ſhall not do ſo, my bre. 


mor &b *: 


came againſt us into our hand. For who will kcarken 
unto you in this matter ? but as his part is] that goech 


down to the battle, ſo [ſhall] his part Ube] chat tar. 


rieth by the ſtuff: they ſhall part alike," And it was 


And when David came to Ziklag, he ſent of the 


tay ing 


David beta heir cruel propoſal, yer. in a friendly an 


brethren. He reaſoned from the equity of the thing; they Wel. 
left behind by cemmen conſent, were part of the ſame body abe 
might have been ſerviceable in caſe of a retreat. 


W '] he Amalckites were a rich, 


0 


luxoricus, effeminate peop! le, 18 
age viii. 24, 20, David ent part of the 3 jewels and other 3p® 
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faying, Behold a preſent for you of the ſpoil of the 
17 enemies of the Lory; To [them] which [were] in 
Beth-el, and to [them] which [were] in ſouth Ramoth, 
28 and to [them] which [were] in Jattir, And to [tnem} 
which [were] in Aroer, and to [them] which [were] in 
Siphmoth, and to [them] which [were] in Eſhtemoa, _ 
2) And to [them] which [were] in Rachal, and to [them] 
which [were] in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, and to 
zo [them | which [were] in the cities of the Kenites, And 
to [them] which [were] in Hormah, and to [them! 
which [were] in Chor-aſhan, and to [them] which 
31 [were] in Athach, And to [them] which [were] in 
Hebron, and to all the places where David himſelf and 
huis men were wont to haunt; 10 the friends among who 


 ligence and proviſions, He ſent theſe preſents, as a token 
neſs, and as a means of ſecuring their ajfettion, 


Ts REFLECTI O Ns. 


think of ſo melancholy a ſight. Being diſmiſſed from the 
army, they were highly delighted with the thoughts of 
rejoicing with their families and friends. But what a 
dreadful ſcene opened to their view! When we go abroad, 
we know not what occurrence may happen before we re- 


houſes may be deftroyed, and turned into aſhes ; wives, 


gone out and come in, and found their families in peace at 
their return, ſhould be thankful to God for his preſerving 
care, Let us always conſider ſuch enjoyments as precarious; 
and boaſt not of to morrow, ſince we know not what a day may 5 
2. Let good men learn of David, to encourage them- 
lelves in the Lord their God, in the moſt diſtreſſing cir- 

SE Oe M - eumftances. 


to the elders of Judah, and other friends, le& his men ſhould 
den effeminate by uſing them. | rd | 2 * — 


they had lurked, and from whom they had received intel. 


iat he wiſhed them proſperity, in gratitude for their Rind. 


C A 
J created comfort. Little did David and his men 


turn; we may go out cheerful, and return doleful; our _ 


children, and friends may be dead. Thoſe who have often 
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cumſtances. His grief was as great as theirs, and 14 ion 


troubles fell upon him thro' their inſolence and outrage. 
He was charged as the author of all this miſchief: but he 


encouraged himſelf in the power and providence of God, | 
who had often appeared for him, and had promiſed to 


bring him tot the throne; the recollection of this kept u 


his ſpirits. Let us all (ook an intereſt in God as our God, 
then ſhall we have a ſure refuge when trouble comes. Good 


men ſhould not be caſt down, but hope 1 in God. He ſhall 


- not be fan of evil lidings whoſe heart 15 8888 truſting ? in the 
Tal, 


„The cruelty of the Amalckite to hls poor ſervant, 
| ſhould fill our minds with abhorrence of every degree of 


_ cruelty, even to the meaneſt ſervant arid dependant. Thoſe 


have the ſpirit of Amalekites, and not Iſraelites, who for- 
fake their ſervants in diſtreſs, and turn them ſick into the 
wide world, or take no care of them when old and diſabled. 


A merciful man regardeth the life even of his beaſt, much more 
of his fellow creature; but the tender mercies of the wicked are 
. uelly. Humanity and compaſſion are graces well becom- 
ing chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe in higher ſtations of lite, 


May we therefore put on, as the elect of God, bawels of an. 


paſſion. 


2 See how ſoon 0 may come upon thoſe who : 
ſeem moſt ſecure and moſt merry. The Amalekites were 


all cheerful and jovial, eating and drinking, and dancing; 
they expected no danger to be near, when the blow came 
upon them, and deſtroyed them almoſt all, Such is the 
caſe of ſenſual ſinners; they apprehend no danger, and put 


far off the evil day. Fating, drinking, and dancing, have 
been the ſoft and pleaſant ways by which multitudes have 


© gone down to the congregation of the dead ; and when they 


ſaid peace and ſafety, lo! ſudden deſtruction came upon then. 


Let us then always be upon our guard, for while we in- 


dulge ſenſual inclinations, our ſpiritual enemies will gain 
an advantage over us. Let us take heed to wr ſerves, leſt our 
hearts be at any time overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkeit- 


_ neſs, or the cares of uhis life, and that auf day come upon . 
| UNAWArEs, 


CH 1A p. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Saul having loft us army, and his ſons TR Bats, he and his 
armourbearer kill themſelves, and the Philiſtines rriump! over 
the dead carcaſes. = IE 


OW Saul had 10 ſooner ee to the camp at 
| Grlboa, than the Philiſtines fought againſt Iſrael: 
"il the men of Iſrael fled from before the Philiſtines, 
2 and fell down flain in mount Gilboa, And the Phi- 
liſtines followed hard upon Saul and upon his fons, who 
commanded the army; ſuppoſing that if theſe were diſpatched 
they would not rally again; and the Philiſtines flew Jona- 
than, and Abinadab, and Melchi-ſhua, Saul's ſons. By 
this, a wiſe providence made way for David's ſettlement ; 
Jonathan had many friends, and might have been a great 
3 hindrance 10 us peaceful eſtabliſhment, And the battle 
went fore againſt Saul, and the archers hit him; and he 
4 was fore wounded of the archers. Then ſaid Saul unto 
his armourbearer, having no hope of eſcape, Draw thy 
_ ſword, and thruſt me through therewith, leſt theſe un- 
circumciſed come and thruſt me through, and abuſe me, 
male ſport with me, as they did with Samſon. But his 
armourbearer had ſo much reſpect for him that he would 
not; for he was ſore afraid: therefore Saul took a 
5 ford, and fell upon it. And when his armourbearer 
ba that Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe upon his ſword 
6 and died with him. So Saul died, and his three ſons, 
and his armourbearer, and all his men, His houſehold | 
ſervants and guard, that fame day together, _ 1 
7 And when the men of Iſrael that [were] on the other 
fide of the valley of Jezreel, and [they] that [were] on 
the other fide Jordan, (rather on this fide Jordan, as the 
word may be rendered,) ſaw that the men of Iſrael fled, 
and that Saul and his ſons were dead, they forſook the 
SO, and fled , and the Philiſtines came and dwelt in 
them. | 
8 And it came to paſs on che: morrow, when the Phi- 
liſtines came to ſtrip the ſlain, that they found Saul 
9 and his three ſons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they 
NM 3 cut 


I 


11 


13 burned them there. And they took their bones, and 


ceiving ſinner. Saul had a long combat with himſelf; his | 
doom had been foretold by Samuel's apparition ; and he is 
ER here brought to a miſerable end. z Every aggravating cir- 

cumſtance attended it; full of horror and deſpair, he baſely 


righteous judgments upon one of the greateſt of men, when 
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cut off his head, and tripped off his armour, and ſent 
into the land of the Philiſtines round about, to publiſh 
{it in] the houſe of their idols, and among the people, 
They ſent beth the head and the armour, as we read is 


i Chron, x. 10. 10 inform the people of the victory, aid | 
to be hung up as a trophy of it in the temple of Dogon, 


10 And they put his armour in the houſe of Afhtaroth : 
and they faſtened his body and the bodies of his ſons to 

the wall of Beth-ſhan, expoſing them to publick ſhame. 
And when the inhabitants of Jabeſh-gilead heard of 
12 that which the Philiſtines had done to Saul ; All the 
valiant men aroſe, and, in return for the kindneſs he hed 

done them, (ch. xi. 11.) went all night, and took the 


body of Saul and the bodies of his ſons from the wall 


of Beth-ſhan, and came to Jabeſh ; and becauſe their fi: 
das putrified, and ſo could not be embalmed, and to prevent 
the Philiſtines getting them again into their power, they 


buried [them] under a tree at Jabeſh ; where they lay till 
the end of David's reign, when he buried them in th: 
 ſepulchre of Kiſh, the father of Saul; and out of reſpe® uu 
Saul, they faſted ſeven days, that is, till the evening if 


each day. Thus ended the hiſtory of this unhappy monurcl. 
J)) a TY 
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ſcience, and the miſerable end of a ſelf. de- 


and in the moſt cowardly manner deſtroys himſelf; and all 


with a deſign to keep his body from being abuſed by the 

| Philiſtines, There was no ſign of care about his ſoul ; he 
died as he had lived, a terror to himſelf, and to all about 
him. Now his many fins find him out, See here the conſe- 


quence of diſobedience to God's commandments, and his 


X E may here obſerve the horrors of a guilty con- 
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he proved profligate and perverſe. It is a warning to us, 
that we may fear the Lord, and walk in the way of his com- 
mandments. 

2. Victory and ſacceſs ſhould always be aſcribed to God: 
do the Philiſtines thought; tho? their's were ſuch poor 
gods, that they did not know what was done a few miles 
of This ſhows the ſenſe which men have of the reaſon- 
ablen of acts of publick homage to their ſuppoſed de- 


live: Whatever ſucceſs we meet with, we ſhould fay, 
Not 11-45 us, not unto us, O Lord, but to thy name be the glory. 
3 Nefpect is due to the remains of the dead, eſpecially 


decenled A roo A concern to reſcue the remains of 
Saul and his ſons, was for the honour of Iſrael. In general, | 
the relation between kings and their people is ſo intimate, 
that the diſgrace of the one is a reflection on the other, If 
theſe men were ſo reſolute, and undertook ſo hazardous an 
expedition, to reſcue their dead bodies from ſhame, how _ 
willing ſhould we be to hazard our fortunes or lives for the : 
perſon or reputation of a good king, under whole ſhelter 
we are fafe and happy. Finally, 


We may learn this uſeful leſſon, not to put our truſt in 


es T ſaid, Ye are gods, but ye ſhall die as men. They not 
only die, but often die miſerably, Happy is the man who 
hath the God of Jacob for his help, who truſts in the Lord for 
ever; 4 in the Tera e 15 e FIT 5 
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INTRODUCTION. 


7 is called the ſecond Book of Samuel, becauſe it give. 
an account of the fulfilment of what he foretold. It ts tis 
hiſtory of David's reign, and contains a period of about for, 


gears, The aher was very probably Nathan or Gad, 
1 Chron. xxix. 29. 


10 
dee - 


CHAPTER. T 


Þ which doe have the intelligence of Saul*s death brot zltn | 
David; the manner in which he received it; and the noble 
elegy cohich he compoſed on the occaſion. 


J 'O OW it came to paſs after the death of 5 Saul, 
when David was returned from the ſlaughter 
of the Amalekites, and David had abode tuo 
2 days i in Ziklag z It came even to paſs on the third day, 
that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul 
with his clothes rent, and earth upon his head, in % 
_ habit of a mourner : and [ſo] it was, when he came to 
David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeiſance. 
3 And David faid unto him, From whence comeſt thou! 
And he ſaid unto him, Out of the camp of Iſrael am 
| 4 I eſcaped. And David ſaid unto him, How went the 
matter? I pray thee tell me. And he anſwered, That 
the people are fled from the battle, and many of the : 
people alſo are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan 
his ſon are dead alſo. He only . Ss Saul and Fonathain : 
as the perſons about whom David was chiefly concern. 
5 And David faid 1 unto the Fong man that told him, 


How 


11 
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How knoweſt thou that Saul and Jonathan his ſon be 
6 dead? And the young man that told him ſaid, As I 
| happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul 
leaned upon his ſpear, endeavouring 19 run kimſelf through | 
with it ; and, lo, the chariots and horſemen followed 
7 hard after him, And when he looked behind him, 40 
ſee if any of his guards were near, he ſaw me, and called 
$ unto me. And I anſwered, Here am] I. And he faid 
unto me, Who [art] thou? And I anſwered him, I [am] 
9 an Amalekite, He ſaid unto me again, Stand, I pray 
thee, upon me, and ſlay me, add thy force, that the Jpear 
may enter in; for anguiſh is come upon me, becauſe m 
| life [1s] yet whole in me; or, as the margin renders it, ny 
coat of mail, or my embroidered coat, hindereth me, ſo that. 
10 my life is yet whole ithin me. So I ſtood upon him, and 
| flew him, becauſe I was ſure that he could not live 
after that he was fallen; he probably ſaw indignation riſing 
in David's countenance, and therefore adds, that he did it 
out of pity and kindneſs : and I took the crown that [was] 
upon his head, and the bracelet that { was] on his arm, 
and have brought them hither unto my lord?“ EY 
11 Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent 
them; and likewiſe all the men that ſ were] with him: 
12 And they mourned, and wept, and faſted until even, 
for Saul, and for Jonathan his ſon, and for the people 
of the Lox, and for the houſe of Ane becauſe oy 
were fallen by the ſword.“ 


: He aſks this, becauſe it was not ſo eaſy to know, 1 in the con- 
| fuſion of battle, who were flain, and it was a matter of great 
moment to be ſatisfied in this, 1 
v Saul was the firſt who wore theſe enſign & royalty ; and it 


either be carried by ſome who attended him, or be lett in his 
tent, which the Amalekites no doubt plundered. It is obſervable 
that he mentions nothing particular concerning Jonathan's death; 
as knowing that would be a diſagrecable ſubject to David. 
»The Amalekite expected to have ſome conſiderable reward, 
but he Was greatly diſappointed, ſee ch. iv. 10. Inſtead of ſeeing 
; tranſports of joy in David ard his men, behold, weeping and 
great lamentation, and many tears, for Saul, and for Jonathan, 
that generous, brave, worthy man, and for the calamities of his 
counirymen and fronds: Conſequently, the expreſſions of deſiring 
the ruin of his enemies, and of triumph over them, ory net 
rom a ſpirit of revenge, but predictions. that it ſhould be fo, 


is hardly probable that he wore them in battle. They might 5 


17 I SAMUEL. I. 
13 And David, when the tranſports of his prief were over, 


14 Amalekite. And David 10 unto him, How waſt thoy 
15 Lord's anointed ? And David called one of the young 


16 him. And he ſmote him that he died. And David 


1 And David lamented with this lamentation over 


ſaid unto the young man that told him, Whence [a; ] 
thou? and he anſwered, I [am} the fon of a ſtranger, an 


not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand to deſtroy th: 
men of his guard, and ſaid, Go near, [and] fall upon 


ſaid unto him, Thy blood [be] upon thy head; for 
thy mouth hath reflified againſt Dh laying, I ane 


lain the Lorp's anointed.“ 


18 Saul, and over Jonathan his ſon : © (Alſo he bade them 
teach the children of Judah the uſe of] the bow: he. 
hold, [it is] written in the book of Jaſher ; probably a 
book or hiſtorical poem containing the memorable events of the 

19 nation.) The beauty of Iſrael, the flower of the nation, 

is ſlain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fall. 

en! how ſuddenly and dreadfully are they Jain! He kno 
| the enemies would triumph, and therefore adas, in A bei! 


20 ful apeſirophe, Tell [it] not in Gath, publiſh [it] ro: 


in the ſtreets of Aſkelon; left the daughters of the Phi. 


liſtines rejoice, leſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed 


triumph; he wiſhes if poſſi ble to conceal it, for the honour of 


Cod; 2 even the women 2 ſoould + and celebrate their 


idol 


4 Tho' "this account was falſe, (fre 1 Sam, xxxi. 5.0 yet David 
knew it not then, and might reaſonably ſuppoſe Lita guilty on 


his own confeſſion; it was therefore a very proper ſtep, being jul: 
in itſelf, and neceſſary to vindicate his own innocence; for had he 
. rewarded him, or ſuſicred him to go unpuniſhed, it might has 
been ſaid that he had employed him. It was neceſſary to ingrati- 


ate bimlelf with the people, and deter others from ſuch Pracuces, 


and to ſecure reſpect to the perſon of kings, eſpecially the Lord's 
anointed, It is remarkable, that an Amalekite ſhould bring that 
crown, which Saul had forfeited by ſparing the Amalekites. 
4 This Elegy diſcovers a fine genius, and an excellent ſpirit; 
the original 1s written in verſe, that it might be more affecting, 


and better and longer remembered. 


This verſe comes in as a parentheſis. David might think: 
the defeat of the Traelites was occaſicned by the want of more. 


bows; eſpecially as the Philiſtines were very ſcilful archers ; the 


children of Jedah lived next to them, and therefore it was pro- 


per for them to learn the ule of the bow, | 


22 
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11 idol gods as tlie abs of it. Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
let there be] no dew, neither [let there be] rain, up · 
on you, nor fields of offerings. An execration on the 
mountain where the battle was fought : let there be n 
rain upon it; no fruitful fields, from whence tythes and 
offerings ſhall be brought to God's houſe ;, let it remain bare 
ren, and be à ſad and woeful monument of this calamity : for 
there the ſhield of the mighty is vilely caſt away, that 
they might run the faſter ; the ſhield of Saul, [as though 
he had] not been] anointed with oil, as if he had been a 
12 common ſoldier, and not a king. From the blood of the 
ſlain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan 
turned not back, and the ſword of Saul returned not 
empty; Saul and Jonathan were uſed to be VifJorious over 
22 their ſtouteſt enemies. Saul and Jonathan [were] lovely 
and pleaſant in their lives, and in their death they were 
not divided; hey were courteous and kind to the people, 
loved one another and the nation; Fonnthan ſtuck cloſe to him 
till death, which proves that tſiere was no conſpiracy againſt 


Saul: they were ſwifter than eagles in purſuing their 


enemies, they were ſtronger than Yions in overthrowing 
24 them, Ye daughters of Iſrael, weep over Saul, who 
clothed you in ſcarlet, with [other] delights, who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel, adorned you with 
25 the ſpoils taken from the enemy. How are the mighty 
fallen in the midſt of the battle! O Jonathan, thou 
waſt] ſlain in thine high places, in the high places of thy 
20 own country, which thou hadſt ſo valiantly defended, I am 
diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleaſant 
| haſt thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 
paſſing the love of women: here his grief for Jonathan 
breaks out again in an abrupt manner, whoſe love" to him 
was as ſincere, ardent, and delightful, as the higheſt con- 
27 Jugal Affection. How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war periſhed ! This wos the burden of the 
ſong ; How are the mighty fallen, and lie militer) * ger * 
departed from Iſrael! * 


* David probably refers ho to the ſpoil of abb dead body, 
and to the indignation and joy with which the enemy tore off 
_ armour, and ſet it up as a trophy. 

b It is impoſſible to do juſtice to this fne poem. Dr. Warrs's 
is the beſt verſion, and comes nearest the ſpirit ot the original, 
dee Warrs!“ 5 Miſcellanies. 
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. 1 V' celeb 
'REFEECTION:'S hum. 
dene 

E may obſerve, that worldly minded men 1 21 

W apt to meaſure the minds of others by the vat 
own. This A thought David would be glad to 

hear that he had killed Saul, his inveterate enemy, wa 

his own hand; but more eſpecially to fee the crown which 
1 he brought with him, and expected that he would hure 
| amply rewarded him. Thus men of baſe and fordi] 
minds, think others are like themſelves; and thoſe who 
| | are moſt ready to caſt reflections on the temper or conduct 
I dof others, have often more of the very temper and condut 
Ul which they cenſure ſo freely. 

TH 2. We learn, from the example of David, to conceal tho 
faults of others, eſpecially of thoſe who are dead. In this 
elegy we meet not with the leaſt trace of Saul's cruelty to 

him; he remembered nothing but the brave man, the valiant 

commander, the magnificent prince, God's anointed, his 
once indulgent maſter, his Michal's and his Jonathan's 
father. He ſaid nothing of his diſobedience, or his acts of 
tyranny. He did not inſult him now his honour was laid in 
the duſt, and his crown fallen from his head. Thus acted 
the man after God's own heart, We may judge then what | 
they are, who forget all the virtues of wiſe and good men, 
who are either living or dead; who rake together their 
faults, and pour out e on their heads or their 
aſnes. Charity ſhould teach us to ſay the beſt of every 
| one, If we know no good, let us ſay nothing; but cover 
their faults with a mantle of love, We muſt ſpeak evil 
. of no man. I | 
= 3. Pity and tender affe8ion are no \ way eden with 
true courage and firmneſs of mind. David's heart melted 
| within him; all the tender paſſions of his ſoul were affected 
Ai once, and burſt forth into theſe elegant but melancholy 
5 ſtrains; and while he ſhows a heart impreſſed with the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of affection and grief, he diſplays a moſt 
martial and courageous ſpirit. A compaſſionate temper 13 
Jl not a contemptible weakneſs; the poem before us, com- 
= pared with the whole of David's conduct, ſhows it. I 
* | ccle- 
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celebrated Mr. AnDison, who was an excellent judge of 
damn nature, being told that a ſoldier wept at a moving 
ſene in his Cato, ſaid, He will fight never the worſe for 
cat; it is a ſign he is a brave man.“ We ſhould all cul- 
tate a tender and an affectionate diſpoſition in ourſelves, _ 
and eſpecially in our children; for without this we cannot 
polſibly be happy in relative life, A. greater than David hath 
ſet us an example of this, even the Son of God; whom it 
is our glory, and will be our higheſt happineſs to reſemble, 


CHAP. II. 


ſy this chapter we have an account of David being made king in 
Tudah, and of another king jet up by Abner ; wwhnch occaſioned 
a civil war; but at length a ceſſation of arins is agreed upon. 


1 A it came to pals after this, that David enquired 

of the Logo, by Aviathor the high prieſt, ſaying, 
dhall J po up into any of the cities'of Judah? And the 

Lomb ſaid unto him, Go up. And David faid, Whither 

{hall I go up? And he ſaid, Unto Hebron, he principal 

2 city, which lay in the middle of the tribe. So David went up _ 
thither, and his two wives alſo, Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, 

3 and Abigail NabaPs wife the Carmelite. And his men 
that [were] with him did David bring up, every man 
with his houſehold: and they dwelt in the cities of 
| Hebron, where he provided for them according to their 

4 merits and his ability. And the principal men of Judah 
came, and there they anointed David king over the 
houſe of Judah: And, upon enquiring after the body of 

Saul, they told David, ſaying, [That] the men of 

Jabeſh-gilead [were they] that buried Saul. This was 
is firſt royal aff, and it fhowed both his prudence and 
FFF „„ ĩ mv 
> No doubt they had taken meaſures to have an unanimous _ 
election; but that failing, they appointed him king over their 
on tribe only; they did not pretend to determine :or all Iſrael. 
4 many thouſands came to him, as We read in 


mT FT $AMVEL If. 


And David ſent meſſengers unto the men of Jaheſ.. 
gilead, and ſaid unto them, Bleſſed [be] ye of th. 
Lon, that ye have ſhowed this kindneſs unto you; 
6 lord, [even] unto Saul, and have buried him. And 
now the LORD ſhow kindneſs and truth unto you: and 
] alfo will requite you this kindneſs, becauſe ye have 
done this thing.“ Therefore now let your hands be 
ſtrengthened, and be ye valiant: for your maſter Saul 
is dead, and alſo the houſe of Judah have anointed me 
king over them; fear not any evil from me, for I ain 5 
far from bearing you any ill will for your kindneſs to Sal, 
that J eſteem myſelf for that reaſon bound to protect you, and 
hape for the ſame friendſhip and allegiance from you. 
8 But Abner the ſon of Ner, captain of Saul's hoſt, 
the general of the army, and SauPs relation, took Ih. 
boſheth the ſon of Saul, and brought him over to 
9 Mahanaim; And made him king over Gilead, and 
over the Aſhurites, and over Jezreel, and over Eph. 
raim, and over Benjamin, and over all Iſrael; many cf 
OO the Iſraelites were brought over to him out of the ref of the 
10 tribes. Iſh- boſneth Saul's ſon [was] forty years old 
when he began to reign over Iſrael, and reigned two 
11 years.” But the houſe of Judah followed David. And 
the time that David was king in Hebron over the hou 
of Judah was ſeven years and fix months, 
12 Ard Abner the ſon of Ner, and the ſervants of Ih- 
boſneth the ſon of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to 
13 Gibeon, to make war againſt David, And Joab the ſon 
"+ Df erniah, who was David's 2 jter, C therefore Foab was 
. "it 
1 He not 0 prays that God may reward hol but does it 
| himſelf; and promiſes to defend them from the Philiſtines, if 
they ſhould come to puniſh them for entering into their city « and R 
taking away the trophies of their victory. 
_- 1 Abner knew that David, by God's appointment, was Jefiqned 
| for the kingdom, ch, iii. 9. nevertheleſs he ſet up another, in 
hopes of having the chief command, and out of envy and pertona. 
pique to David, who had bantered him about his care of Sau!, 
Ich-boſheth was a weak man, and Abaer intended he ſhould hae 
the name of king, but that he himſelf ſhould have the govert- 
ment. Ie ſet him up at a great diſtance beyond Jordan. 


u It was two years before there were any hoſtilities en tue 
houſe of Iſrael aud che houle of Judah. 
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his nephew, and the chief commander, ) and the ſervants 
of David, went out, and met together by the pool 
of Gibeon : and they fat down, the one on the one fide 
of the pool, and the other on the other ſide of the 
| 14 pool.“ And Abner ſaid to Joab, Let the young 
men now ariſe, and play before us; let a certain num- 
Jer of our choice ſoldiers try their ſkill in handling their eu- 
bons, and encounter one another, which may be 4 kind of 
| diverſion to us; Abner intended by this to diſhearten David's 
15 nen. And Joab ſaid, Let them ariſe. Then there 
aroſe and went over by number twelve of Benjamin, 
which [pertained] to Iſh-boſheth the ſon of Saul, and 
twelve of the ſervants of David, of #nown ad approved 
16 valour. And they caught every one his fellow by the 
| head, and rchruſt] his ſword in his fellow's fide ; fo 
they fell down together: wherefore that place was 
called Helkath-hazzurim, that 7s, the field of firong men, 
| which [is] in Gibeon; and he conſequence was, that bot/t 
17 armies were exaſperated. And there was a very ſore 
battle that day; and Abner was heaten, and the men 
of Iſrael, before the ſervants of Davio. 
18 And Rp were three ſons. of Zern! jah there, Tok 8 


19 foot as a wild roe, very ſeift and ſtrong. And Aſahel 
purſued after Abner; and in going he turned not to 


ie was intent on killing the greateſs man in Irael, and ſo 


bim, and ſaid, [Art! 1 Aſahel? And he anſwered, I 
| 21 am.] And Abner gave him fair warning of his danger, 
aud ſaid to him, Turn thee aſide to thy cola hand or 
to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of they young men, 
o not venture to engage an old ſoldier, and, that you may 
nos return without ſpoil, take thee his armour. But 

Aſahel wou! ld not turn aſide 1 ro: m following of him. 
5 e And --- 


N 3 18 probable that Joab had orders 1 D 12814 not to over- 
take them, but to act on the defe. nkve; having (worn to Saul ch dat 
ae e would not cut off his ſeed, F . | 
5 x 11 has been generally thought, tha 2 -l the es. tour were 

; but I rather think that David's welye men few the others, 

a tat not one of them were Il. ain. Ges 


and Abiſhai, and Aſahel: and Aſahel [ was as] light of 


the right hand nor to the left from following Abnerz 


| 20 put an end to the war. Then Abner looked behind _ 
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22 And Abner ſaid again to Aſahel, Turn thee aſide from 
following me: wherefore ſhould I ſmite thee to the 
ground ? how then ſhould I hold up my face to Jo 
thy brother? Abner knew Foab was a feerce, revenge 31 

l man; he probably imagined that he ſhould want Foals 
* 23 aſſiſtance to make friends with David. Howbeit he re. 
[ | _* fuſed to turn aſide : wherefore Abner, by a back ſtrots 
[ =. with the hinder end of the ſpear {mote him under the 
H 5 fifth ſrib,] that the ſpear came out behind him, and 
| he fell down there, and died in the ſame place: and it 
ace ame to pals, [that] as many as came to the place 


where Aſahel fell down and died ſtood till, fearing ty 
1 24 ſhare the ſame fate, or to tare care of the dead Boch. Joab 
. aallſo and Abjſhai purſued after Abner, not known of 


OO their brother's death: and the ſun went down when the 
—_ were come to the hill of Ammah, that [lieth] before 
en _ Giah by. the way of the wilderneſs of Gibeon. 

KY 25 And the children of Benjamin gathered themſelves 

© together after Abner, and became one troop, and ſtood 
on the top of an hill; ey rallied, and flood in a body, as 
26 if they would renew the ght. Then Abner called to Joh, 
1 and ſaid, Shall the ſword devour for ever? knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the latter end?“ 
bay long {hall it be then, ere thou bid the people re. 
| | -..turn' from following. their brethren, children of the /a; 1 
bt 27 father, who worſpip the ſame God? And Joab aid, 
Is] God lveth, unleſs La hadſt ſpoken, made that 
=: (alle, Le, (d. 14.) and thereby provoked us to fight, ſurely 
| then in the morning the people had gone up every one 
N from following his brother, marched home again in peace, 
28 without bloodſhed, So Joab blew a trumpet, ſounded a 
retreat, and all the people ſtood ſtill, and purſued after 
29 Iſrael no more, neither fought they any more. And 
VZ Abner and his men walked all that night through the 
pPlwkhain, and paſſed over Jordan, and went through all 
1 Dithron, and they came to Mahanaim, not chocſing 7 
10 230 halt near an army who had beaten them. And Joab 
—— returned trom following | Abner : and when he ha. 
1 ; gathered 


Wh : » What in the morning he eilte playing, tre now calls de- 
j | | Touring. Whoever conquers in a civil war, the nation lolcs. | 
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gathered a all the people together, there lacked of David's 

ſervants nineteen men and Aſahel; a very ſmall number; 
qohich makes it more probable that the twelve men above- 
| mentioned were not ſlain. But the ſervants of David had 
ſmitten of Benjamin, and of Abner's men, [fo that! 

three hundred and threeſcore men died this was not © 
4 great loſs for a conquered army, but probably David had 


which [was in] Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men 
went all night, and they came to Hebron at break of 
day, and gave David an account of the action. 


REFLECTIONS, 


. 


duty to follow the leadings of providence. 
dvd was deſigned for the throne ; but inſtead of haſtily 
ſummoning the Iſraelites when Saul was dead, he enquired 
of the Lord, Thus ſhould we ſeek direction, even in proſ- 


In all our Ways We camel acknowledge God, and fe will dirett | 
| Our paths, „ 


fang. Abner's confidence was ſoon defeated, nor could 
Jaber ſwiftneſs ſave him. Let this abate our confidence in 
any accompliſhment; for many are betrayed by thoſe excel- 
lencies which they are moſt fond of; and their defeats and 
(ilappointments are grievous, in proportion to their pride 


and not depend too much upon any advantages we may 


himſelf than he ought to think ; let not the young man glory 
in his youth, nor the ſtrong man in tus eee but ht him. 
flax glorieth, glory in the Lord. 5 5 
3. It is a maxim of true e not to begin any impor- | 
tant affair, without conſidering the conſequences which may 


defeated; hut he ſaw his folly when it was too late. He 


might have RG: that.4 it would be bitterneſs 1 in the end, 
Yor, III. oe no; and 


32 given orders to avoid bloodſhed. And they took up Aſa- 
hel, and buried him in the ſepulchre of his father, 


T E may "Indi that it. will 3 our 8 and are 


perity, when ſecond cauſes ſmile, and things go on happily. e 


2. The race is not always to the l nor the battle to ths 3 


and vanity. May we cultivate humility and moderation, 


poſſeſs above others. Let not any man 7hink more highly WE . 


enſue, Had Abner attended to this, he had not been 
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and therefore ſhould not have given the challenge. The 
event of things often alters men's opinions. This may be 
applied to civil war, and to all contentions and differences, 
when once begun, we know not where they will end, but 
they certainly will produce bitterneſs. This is true of every 
| fin. If men would conſider the remorſe of conſcience which 
„ attends it, the loſs of reputation and comfort, and, what is 


— —— ñ ̃ — — —̃ ̃ —— 
— 2 —— — —̃ͤ ( (v— - = 
2 1 K 8 
— 2 — * "x Hp © — 1 .. 9 — 2 8 ho - = o 
= VVV 3 — * 230 = 
2 . — * 4 . - 2 


8 of infinitely greater conſequence, the loſs of their fouls, 
1 ſurely they would not be ſo eaſily led into ſinful practices. 
| | God hath made us capable of looking forward, of conſider. 
" © ing what will be the conſequence of things, and where they 
will end; and by neglecting this, we run ourſelves into 


Y Fenn ſorrows. Let us then always remember that fin 
pl will be bitterneſs in the end; that at the laſt it will bite like 9 
MET e and ſting like an adde. May we therefore ſtand ii 


__ and We note | 


[ CHAP. . 
= 2 2 Ae here an account of David's family, "of of Abner s 
revolt from 1/h-boſheth ;, his league with David; his attem)! 


#0 bring the Iſraelites to ſubmit to David; of his murder by 
5 2 . the 9 s and funeral . honours which David paid 


10 


3 8 TIT 0 W there was ls war Sp the houſe of 
A Saul and the houſe of David: but David waxed 
|| _ftronger and ſtronger, and the houſe of Saul waxed 
| weaker and weaker; there were many ſkirmiſhes between 
4 RN. them, but David got the better, and Many forfook Aer 
je VVV 3 came over to him. 0 
[2 And unto David were ford born 4 in Hebron: 380 l 
3 ” "ab born was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs; 
=_— 5 3 And his ſecond, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal 
| | the Carmelite; and the third, Abſalom, the ſon of 


Maacah, the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur; 
1 3 4 And this fourth, Adonijah the ſon of Haggith; and the 
=: ES: fifth,  Shophatiah the lan * Abitalz and the ſixth, 


. 
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| Ithream, by Eglah David's wife.“ Theſe were born to 
David i in Hebron. 
6 And it came to paſs, w while there was war 1 1 
the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David, that Abner 
made himſelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul; hz went tho“ 
the tribes of Iſrael, endeavouring to eſtabli 2 the intereſt of 
7 T/h-boſheth. And Saul had a concubine, whoſe name 
[was] Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and [Iſh- boſheth ] 
ſaid to Abner, Wherefore haſt thou gone in unto my 
- father's concubine ? He perceived that he was aſpiring to 
_ the throne, and had taken this ſtep to ſtrengthen his intereſt, 
and to give him an opportunity of throwing off the maſk 
$ when he became ſtrong enough, Then was Abner voy. 
wroth for the words of Ith- boſheth, and ſaid, [Am]I 
a dog's head, ſuch a mean, contemptible creature, which 
againſt Judah do ſhow kindneſs this day unto the houſe 
of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, 
and have not delivered thee into the hand of David, 
that thou chargeſt me to day with a fault concerning this ; 
woman? hat thou ſbouldſt think it a diſerace to thy family 


Abner, and more alſo, except as the Lorp hath ſworn 
10 to David, even ſo I do to him; To tranſlate the king- 

dom from the houſe of Saul, and to ſet up the throne 
of David over Iſrael and over Judah, from Dan even 
to Beer-ſheba. This is a moſt ſhameful ſpeech. It ſhows 


11 60 the throne, he would pull him down again, And he 
could not anſwer Abner a word again, becauſe he fear- - 
ed him, and was unwilling to provoke him. | 


And Abner ſent meſſengers to David ol his behalf 8 


league with me, give me honourable terms, and, behold, 


9 for me to lie with thy father's concubine? So do God to 


that he fought againſt his king and his conſcience in oppoſing : 
David; and now declares, that, as he had raiſed Th-befheii | 


ſaying, Whoſe [is] the land ? faying [alſo,] Make thy. 


my hand [ſhall be] with thee, to bring about all 17 ” 
3 unto thee. And he ſaid, Well; T will make a league 


3 Vith thee: but one thing J require of thee, that is, 


i . Thou 


9 3 are of opinion PTY was Michal: tho? ſhe 144 no child 


after the contempt ſhe ſhowed to David, yer ſhe might have had 
fore that time, 
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Thou ſhalt not ſee my face, except thou firſt bring 
Michal Saul's daughter, when thou comeſt to ſee yy, 


14 face.” And David ſent meſſengers to Iſh-boſheth Sm! 
ſon, ſaying, Deliver [me] my wife Michal, which! my 
e.ſpouſed to me for an 1 foreſkins, of the Phi. the 
15 liftines. And Iſh-boſheth, h durſt not reſuſe, left Al. he: 
mer ſhould ferſake him, ſent, and took her from [her 2” 
16 huſband, [even] from Phaltiel the ſon of Laiſh. A: 
ber huſband went with her along weeping behind het fre 
to Bahurim. Then faid Abner unto bim, Go, return "” 
And he returned. bo 
17 And Abner went back to perf wade the Iſraelites to fu. z ha 
mit to David, and had communication with the elders of Te 
II rael, ſaying, Ye ſought for David in times 5 th 
be king over you; ofter the death of Goliath, and v A 
Saul and Jonathan were dead, had there been no other cin. 24 le 
18 pelitor, you would have choſen him: Now then do {i:] ill. IL 
for the Lonp hath ſpoken of David, ſaying, By the 8 
hand of my ſervant David J will ſave my people Iſra b 
e of the hand of the Philiſtines, and out of the hand = 
pf all their enemies; reminding them of the divine oraii, 8 
probably delivered by Samuel, and urging the proprio 
eis going it, as the Philiſtines were ſo troubleſome to lim. 8 
19 And Abner alſo ſpake in the ears of Benjamin, 2 4 
das his own tribe:* and Abner went alſo to ſpeak inthe : 
ears of David in Hebron all that ſeemed good to [ral 20 7 
and that ſeemed good to the whole houſe of Benjamin; Ei 
ie informed David how the people flood affefted to him, il = 
.o effefiually brought over Benjamin, that they never for ſi | 
20 him afterwards, So Abner came to David to Hebron, / 
and twenty men with him, to bring Michal, And Davis 
1 5 made Abner, and the n men chat re! with him, a fall, 
3 1 : 
=» Dat conſented - to a 1 league. upon ts. . condition 28 
that Michal, his firſt and beloved wife, who had hazarded bet 6 
fe to fave his, and who now lived in adultery, ſhould be ke, | 
ſtored to him. This was a prudent ſtept, to ingratiate him! {el 7 
with the Iſraelites. Abner probably told him that he mul! opp! care 
to Iſh-boſheth, and that he would ſecond the meſſage. Al, 


Here he went from family to family, and not only to the 


elders, as of the other tribes, becauſe they 1 were moſt attached i 
| 8 houſe of Saul. | 
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in token of kindneſs, and as a confirmation of the le "ague of 

21 friendſhip. And Abner faid unto David, I will ariſe, 
and go, and will gather all the chief men of Iſrael unto 
my lord the king, that they may make a league with 
thee, and that thou mayeſt reign over all that thine 
heart defireth. And David ſent Abner away, and he 

vent in peace. 

22 And, behold, the ſervunts a David 8 Toab « came 
from [purſuing] a troop of the Philiſtines, or ſome oller 
enemies of Iſrael, and brought in a great ſpoil with them: 
but Abner [was] not with David in Hebron; for he 

3 had ſent him away, and he was gone in peace. When 
Joab and all the hoſt that [was] with him were come, 
they, ſome of the officious courtiers, told Joab, ſaying, 
Abner the ſon of Ner came to the king, and he hath 

24 ſent him away, and he is gone in peace. Then Joab, 
ful of pride for his late ſucceſs, came to the king, and, 
in the moſt inſolent manner, ſaid, What haſt thou done: > EY 
behold, Abner came unto thee; why [is] it [that] 
thou haſt ſent him away, and he is quite gone ? inti- 


_ mating that David was a weak, credulous man, and did 5 


25 not underſtand his true intereſt. Thou knoweſt Abner 
the ſon of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and 
to know thy going out and thy coming in, and to 
know all that thou doeſt, that he may take ad vantage 1 
20 it; then, without waiting for an anſwer, he went out. And 
' when Joab was come out from David, he ſent meſſen- 
gers after Abner, in the king's name, which brought 


him again from the well of Sirah ; but David knew 


27 [it] not. And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 


Joab took him aſide in the gate to ſpeak with him 185 


quietly, pretending ſecret buſineſo, and ſmote him there 
under the fifth krib,] that he died, for the blood of 
1 990 his brother.“ 1 N 
And afterward when David heard lie he ſaid, 1 


„„ . and i = 


ved bene tos: doing this was fidelity to "the king, and 
care for his intereſt, and alſo for the murder of his brother 
Alchel, tho' that was in open War, and Abner would have avoided 
ite if he could, But probably the true motive was ambition: he 


| Woupht Abner would have great influence with David, tor bring- IT 


a in all Liracl, and Us feared ſo powerful a rival. 


182 


29 


ſtaff, or that falleth on the ſword, or that lacketh bread. 
He firſt appealed to God for his innocence, and truſted thi 
neither he nor his kingdom ſhould ſuffer for it; then utter] 


30 


brother flew Abner, becauſe he had ſlain their eb 
Aſahel at Gibeon in the battle: the murder was pliite 
between them, and Abiſhai Was ready to af J if there hal 
. been occaſion. 
31 
and ſaid to Joab, to make him ſenſible of his fin, ond 
_ weaken his intereſt in the hearts of the people, and liber 
to all the people that [were] with him, Rend your 
clothes, and gird you with ſackcloth, a mourn be. 
fore Abner. And king David [himſelf ] followed the 


--92 


5 5 


n my kingdom [are] guiltleſs before the Lory 0 


reſt on the head of Joab, and on all his father's houſ., 


in Hebron: and the king lifted up his voice, and we! 
33 
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ever from the blood of Abner the fon of Ner. Le 


and let there not fail from the houſe of Joab one tha 
hath an iſſue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on: 


a prophetick curſe, that the guill might reſt on the head i 
the murderer and his family, So Joab and Abiſhai li; 


And David. ordered the whale court to 90 into mnuriis 


bier, altended as chief mourner. And they buried Abner 


at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept. And and 
the king lamented over Abner in a funeral oration, and the 
ſaid, Died Abner as a fool dieth ? Should Abner hit: {pit 
ded like a fool, like a coward? what a pity ſo valiant a thi 
man is come to ſuch an end! Thy hands [were] not bound, anc 
nor thy feet put into fetters ; he was not a priſoner, ji E 
Hue could not help himſelf : as a man falleth before wicked Ab 
zreacherous men, [ſo] felleſt thou; he was not overcii? ha 
in an honourable manner, but fell by ſecret treachery, 0s Ihe ou 
beſt of men may do. This cas probabh ſaid in the preſent fot 
e Joab, to humble and mortiſy him. Ard all the people ur, 
wept again over him. And when all the people came 5 
to cauſe David to eat meat while it was vet day, David H 
ſware, ſaying, So do God to me, and more alſo, If! ve 

__ taſte bread, or aught elſe, till the ſun be down; % he. ; 
36 ſolved 10 keep a ret foſt on this mournſul occaſion. And * 
all the people took notice [of it,] and it pleaſed then r 


. the 8 fo much affected: as v hatſoever the king an 
| pleated 
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pleaſed all the people; by his carriage herein he gained ſo 
great an intereſt in the people's affections, that they put the 
37 600 conſtruction upon all his words and actions. For all 
the people and all lirael underſtood that day by his grief, 
that it was not of the king to flay Abner the ſon of 
| Ner, that heneither ordered it, conſented to it, nor approved 
380 of it. And the king ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye 
not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this 
29 day in Iſrael? * And I [am] this day weak, in an unſettled 
condition as yet, though anointed king; and theſe men 
the ſons of Zeruiah [be] too hard for me, have 700 
much intereſt, eſpecially among the ſoldiers, for me to puniſh 


and break with him; I muſt leave this to God: the Logd 


| ſhall reward the doer of evil according to his wicked- 


. IN Abner we ſee the fatal effects of pride and am- 


1 bition, It was theſe tempted him to revolt; he - 
could not bear reproof. Pride alſo tempted Joab to mur- 


der Abner z he could not bear a rival. To what treachery, 


and often villany, do the pride and ambition of men lead | 


them! Let it be our endeavour to cultivate an humble 


ſpirit, and not to mind high things. Seekeft thou great 


things for thyſelf? ſeek them not; for avith the lowly is wiſdom, 


2. How odious is it to make religion the tool of policy! 
Abner had no more religion than moſt miniſters of ſtate 
have; yet how godly does he talk when he would gain 
over Iſrael. He had no regard to the oracle of God be- 


fore; but, when it would ſerve his turn, he quoted it, and 


urged upon the people a regard to it. Who would have 
expected to hear ſuch good words out of Abner's mouth. 


He ſhowed no ſigns of godlineſs, till his ambition and re- . 


venge led him to it. O, how abominable is it to cloak 


// Fay Y 
His courtiers probably thought that he bewailed his fall too 
much; he therefore tells them, they were not ſufficiently ſenſible 
of the loſs, of Abner's birth, his power, authority, and valour, and 
Wat ſervice he had been of to him and Iſrael. nog ee 
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_ ſelfiſh views with the name of God. This is the way of 
hypocrites 1 in general, hey have God near to their mouths, hy 
it is far from their thoughts to honour and obey him. Men 
may thus be deceived, but God cannot: the hypocrite his 
"Jo hateih, 1 
3. How vain are all the purpoſes of mortal men! Abner 
0 985 thought himſelf of the moſt conſequence, een 
himſelf as the hinge upon which the affairs of Iſrael turne. 
that he had influence enough to bring about a great re, ol 
tion; yet he was not ſecure of his own life even for an hg 
In the midſt of his towering expectations he died 57 6 the 
hand of treachery, and all his deep projects and high prof. 
peects fell at once. Hence we learn, not to put our truſt ev 
in princes, nor to be too confident in our own ſchemes ; for 
honour is but a vapour, and the ſtouteſt, the moſt prudent, 
yea, the belt of men, may be cut off on a ſudden. Let u 
labour to ſecure ſomething that cannot be taken from us; 
be firm in our purpoſes for God and religion relying 01 
-- his N let us ſay of the Lord, lle 15 my buckler aue 
- wy ſhield, in him will T iruft, 
4. We may juſtly lament the fall of great 2 nd "The: 
able men, whatever their private characters may be. Aber ner 
had been faithful to Saul, and had great abilities for pub- 
lick ſervices, had they been well employed; and David 
lamented his fall, Honour is due to the remains and 
memory of a man of valour and merit, tho' he fearcd nt 
God. But we ſhould eſpecially lament the fall of thoße 
who are truly great, great in the fight of God and all ny 
men. . Conſidering the loſs which the publick will ſuſtain 
All reſpect i is due to their remains ; the Tg eons fat: be hol 
in everleſting FEINGOT BUCH. „ : : 


8 
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ü c 11 #3 P. IV. 
1 dlc we have. an account of the berborous FA of 0 
Faſt gell, and the puniſhment of the muracrers by Dacid. 


N D when Saul's fon heard that Abner mos dead 
| in Hebron, his hands were feeble ; ha: bing ! f 5 
colin ima and general, 7 15 Jperits and ee failed . fl 


464 
alld 
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and all the Iſraelites were troubled, left they ſhould 5e 
embroiled i in new wars. 5 

And Saul's fon had two men | that were] captains of 
bands, the captains of his guard; perſons of his tribe, 
whom he had advanced and placed confidence in: the name 
of the one [was] Baanah, and the name of the other 
Rechab, the ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the 

| children of Benjamin: (for Beeroth alſo was reckoned 

z to Benjamin: And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and 

4 were ſojourners there until this day.“) And Jonathan, 
my s ſon, had a ſon [that was] ins of his] feet. He 

«5 five years old when the tidings came of Saul and 

Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurſe took him up, 
and fled: and it came to pals, as ſhe made haſte to 

fle, that he fell, and became lame. And his name 

13 [was] Mephiboſheth. * And the ſons of Rimmon the 

Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the houſe of Iſh-boſheth, who 
lay on a bed at noon, according lo the cuſtom in hat 

6 climates. Ard they came thither into the midſt of the 
: houſe, ſas though] they would have fetched wheat, 
that is, corn for the ſoldiers, who were maintained at the | 
_ king's expenſe ;, and they ſmote him under the fifth Lrib: + $H 

7 and Rechab and Baanah his brother eſcaped. For 

When they came into the houſe, he lay on his bed in 
his bedchamber, and they ſmote him, and ſlew him, 

and beheaded him, and took his head, and gat them 
away through the plain all night, Now Abner was dead, 
ond Iſh-beſheth's kingdom in a lottering ſituation, and but 
 tiltle hopes of advancement from him, they took this ſtep, ex= 
8 Peeping. an ample: reward "ou. David. And they Drought 


"+ The Renjamlies poſſeſſed it; bat when Saul was ſlain they 
ied to Gittaim, and the Philiftines got poſſeſſion of it. This was 
formerly a city of the Gibeonites, ( Joſhua IX. 17.) who having . 
been deſtroyed by Saul, he gave the city. to his relations; and 
it eis remarkable, that two men of the city, who ſucceeded the 
Gibeonites, cut off Saul's ſon, the only ſtay and hope of his 


houſe. 


* This is mentioned as what 3 theſe two men to > put. 
Ih-boſheth to death. Mepbiboſheth was now only twelve years 
ef age; and being lame, was not likely to pail tor the . 
er avenge his uncle 5 murder. 


the 


f 
0 
) 
q 
| 
\ 


10 ſou} out of all adverfiity,” When one told me, ſaying, 


11 for his tidings : How much more, when wicked men 


ſon; and impudently add, the Lord hath avenged the king, when 

it was their own pride and ambition, God had forbidden all 
_ treachery and murder, and David reſented it with indignation. 
| = David here expreſſes his gratitude to God for his deliverance; 


Amalekite, who . Saul at his own deſire, and when he was 
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the bend of Iſh-boſheth unto David to Hebron, and 
ſaid to the king, Behold the head of Iſh-boſheth the 
ſon of Saul thine enemy, which ſought thy life ; and 
the Lord hath avenged my lord the king this day of 
Saul, and of his ſeed. 7 
'9 And David anſwered Rechab and 3 his bro. 
ther, the ſons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and ſaid unto 
them, [As] the Loxp liveth, who hath redeemed my 


Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought 2004 
_ tidings, I took hold of him, and flew him in Ziklag, 
who [thought] that 1 would have given him a reward 


have ſlain a righteous perſon, who hath done them 1 
_ evrong, but was their friend and patron, and in his own 
* houſe upon his bed, «when he ſuſpected no danger? ſhall 
I not therefore now require his blood of your hand, and 
12 take you away from the earth? And David commande! 
his young men, who were his guards, and they flew 
them, and cut off their hands and their feet, and hang- 
ed [them] up over the pool in Hebron, in a public 
place, to teſtify his abhorrence of the action. But they took 
the head of Iſh-boſheth, and buried [it] in the ſepul- 
chre of Abner in Hebron, a ſepulchre which David ha 
made 10 honour the memory of diner. 


REFLECT: 


1 To jeocminend Weir ſervice, they put David i in mind of Saul's 
enmity and perſecution of him, which they had revenged on his 


and intimates, that he needed no wicked acts for his preſervation 
and advancement; he then reminds them of what he did to the 


wounded, Probably they had heard of this, but thought David 
would not reſent it, as Iſh-boſheth was a uſurper, and not the 


| Dord's anointed, . 
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REFLECTIONS. 


E unhappy accident which happened to Mephi- ; 
boſheth, may remind us of the dangers to which 
| infants are expoſed, and ſhould make us thankful for the 
| uſe of our limbs. His nurſe apprehended the Philiſtines 
would ſeck for him, and the fled in a fright, and dropped her 
charge. To ſuch accidents are little ones expoſed ; nor are 
the children of great and good men free from ſuch dangers. 
| What reaſon have we to be thankful for all our near eſcapes _ 
from death, and for the preſervation of our bones; that 
none of them are broken, or rendered uſeleſs, or leſs uſe- 
ful than they otherwiſe would have been. It is God who 
holds us up from the womb, and preſerves us thro? the 
| feeble and dangerous ſtate of infancy j all our bones therefore 
ſhould ſay, Who is like unto thee, O Lora! 
2. Let the recollection of God's kindneſs to us, prevent : 
us from taking any unlawful methods for our own ſecurity 
| and advancement, or being pleaſed with others who do it 


for us. David depended upon God, and found him kind 


and faithful, He would not be beholden to any man, eſ- 
pecially when taking ſuch unjuſtifiable methods to ſerve 
him. Thoſe who have obſerved the divine care, and ſeek 
deliverance from heaven, need not the aid of treachery: 5 
he that believeth will not make haſte. : 
3. We may obſerve the righteous judgment of God on | 
treachery and villany. Little did theſe captains think that 
| death would be the reward for their intelligence: yet their 
evil doings were turned upon their own heads, God abhors 
bloody and deceitful men, and they ſhould have no coun- 
tenance from us. Such will be the caſe of thoſe who think 
to ſerve the cauie of Chriſt, the ſon of David, by war and 


perſecution, by fraud and rapine ; who, under colour of 


religion, murder princes, break ſolemn contracts, and a& 


deceitfully and treacherouſly. But, as Mr. HENRY ob- 
ſerves, however men may canonize fack methods of ſerving 
Chriſt and the catholic church, Chriſt will let them Know 
another day, that chriſtianity was not intended to deſtroy 
humanity ; and that thoſe who — thus to merit heaven, 
l not eſcape the danmation of hel, ISO | 


Þ 
1 
4 
1 
1 
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CHAP. V. 


David is anointed king by all Iſrael; he takes Jeruſalein; ai 
carries on & fuceeſ ful war againſt the Philiſtines. 


I H EN came ambaſjadors from all the tribes of 
IIrael, to David unto Hebron, and ſpake, ſay 


ing, Behold, we [are] thy bone and thy fleſh. This 294; 
2 reaſon 3 why they ſhould chooſe him, and a proof that he wa; 


2 qualified by law, being one of their brethren. Allo in time 


paſt, when Saul was king over us, thou waſt he that 
leddeſt out and broughteſt ! in Iſrael: and the Lok 


ſaid to thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and 
thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael; the ſtrongeſi reaſon 
was the divine deſignation, that he ſhould feed, that is, fue 


and govern Iſtacl, and watch over tliem, as a ſhepherd over 
3 his flocks. So all the elders of Iſrael came to the king 


to Hebron; e ainbaſſadors, having met with ſuch a fa: 
| vourable reception, mage their report, and the leading mes 
of authorily in every tribe came to make him king : and king 
David made a league with them in Hebron before the 


 Lokrp, 10 govern them jujily and kindly, according to thi” 


law of God, and they to obey him conflantly and faithfully, 
according to that law : * and they anointed David king 


4 over lirael a third time.“ David [was] thirty years old. 

when he began to reign, [and] he reigned forty years, | 
5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah ſeven years and fix 
months: and in Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three | 


years over all Iſrael and Judah, 


And now, being ſuch a numerous army, and ha ving 6 
valiant commander, and their A ts 12 955 by this princely 2 


eic i ; 


—4. 


2 This Was Joas before the Lord; they bound themſelves by 


this ſolemn league, by ſacrifice, and appeal to God, who Wis 
more immediately preſent in the congregation of Licael, 


> The firſt time was only a P to the ofice, and was 
done privately, (i Sam. Xvi. 13.) the ſecond, only over the tribe 


of Judah, (ch. ii. 4.) this third, over all lirael. He was probal 3 
anointed by the high prieit; and we read 1 Chron, xii, that up- 
wards of three Ve Es and forty thouſa nd came together on this 


occaſion, and feaſted before the king, with royal magnificence, tor 


three days. 


: - wn, ww TY , 
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entertainment, they were reſolved to undertake ſom? great at- 

chievement;, And the king and his men went to Jeruſalem 
anto the Jebuſites, the inhabitants of the land :* which 
ſpake unto David, ſaying, Except thou take away the 
| blind and the lame, thou ſhalt not come in hither: think- 
ing David cannot come in hither,* Nevertheleſs David, 
vatwoithſlanding all this boaſting, took the firong hold of 
Zion: the ſame ſis] the city of David; he called it after 

is oc nome. And David ſaid on that day, Whoſoever 
cetteth up to the gutter, and ſmiteth the Jebuſites, | 
and the lame, and the blind, | that are] hated of David's 
ſoul, [he ſhall be chief and captain :*] wherefore they 
ſaid, The blind and the lame ſhall not come into the 
5 houſe.f So David dwelt in the fort, and called it The 
city of David; but not being large enough to contain his 
court and guards, lie added many other buildings, And 
© Part of this land belonging to the tribe of Judah, was taken 
before, Judges i. 8.) but the ſtrongeſt part, belonging to the 
tribe of Benjamin, was not taken till now, Judges i. 21. xix. 
10, 11. Joſhua xvi. 63. David intending to make this his capital, 
and the centre of unity, determined to attack it, and ſummoned 
the city to ſurrender, according to the law of God, _ 

4 Some writers ſuppoſe, that this refers to the great ſtrength _ 
of their fortification, that they had need only to ict up the lame 
and the blind to defend them. But this is an improbable ſenſe, 
becauſe David calls them /e hated of his foul, to diftinguiſh be- 
tween them and the Jebuſites, . 8. It rather refers to their 
idols, which they had ſet on their walls, as the palladium or 
ſtatue of Pallas, on the walls of Troy. The Ifraelites were near 
neighbours, and David and his people might have called theſe idols 
in contempt, the lame and the blind; who had eyes, but could not fee; 

and hands, but could not handle; and feet, but could net walk, They, 
retort upon David in their turn, for his reproach upon their re- 
ligion; as if they had ſaid, As blind as they are, they have eyes 
to watch us; and as lame as they are, they hate hands to de- 
end us. )J. w 
When the aſſault was made, he ſaid, as 1 Chron, xi. 6. Hh. 
ever ſmitetli the Febuſites firſt, ſhall be. and captain, and lit 
tim throw into the gutter, or ditch, the lame. and the blind, that . 
throw down their idol gods: and joab did this to regain David's 
„ on on nl Ee Oe FZ 
= Or, becauſe they had ſaid, The blind and the lame ſhall hinder 
him, fo that he ſhall not be able to take the fort, that is, our idol 
gods ſhall prevent him. Others think it refers to the Jebufites, 
Who, being as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs as their idols, had ſaid ſo. 


The fort was in the centre, the city within 
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10 David built round about from Millo and inward. 5 And 
| David went on, and grew great, or, as the marginal read. 
ing is, he went going and growing, like a noble river, that 
cells and enlarges in its progreſs, and the Loxp God of 
_ hoſts [was] with him, enlarged his dominions, and gave 

7 him proſperity, reputation, and power. 


s 11 And Hiram king of Tyre ſent meſſengers to David, 


201th an addreſs of congratulation on his acceſſion and the con. 
queſt of Feruſalem; and, hearing that David was repairing 
the fort, and enlarging the city, he ſent him cedar trees, 
and carpenters, and maſons : and they built David an 
12 houſe." And David, reflecting on the providence of Col 
in ſubduing his enemies, and raifing up friends, and recolle3. 
ing his promiſe, perceived that the Logp had eſtabliſhed 
him king over Iſrael, and that he had exalted his king. 
dom for his people lirael's ſake. 


13 And David took [him] more concubines and wives 


out of Jeruſalem, after he was come from Hebron: 


aand there were yet ſons and daughters born to David: 
14 and theſe be] the names of thoſe that were born unto 


him in Jerufalem ; Shammuah, and Shobab, and Na- 


15 than, and Solomon, Ibhar 7 and Eliſhua, and 


16 Nepheg, and Japhia, And Eliſhama, and Eliada, and 
Eliphalet. 


17 But when _ Philifines heard that they had anoint- 


ed David king over Iſrael, all the Philiſtines came up 
to ſeek David,* and David heard [of it,] and went 


doyn 


* Milo was a irons.” n 4 . n palace, at armory. 
t 


e circle, and Millo 
in the circumference; perhaps that part of the hill which was 


_ eaſieſt to attack. It was repaired by Solomon, and afterwards by 
Hezekiah, It ſeems to be a general name for any ſtrong fort or 
bulwark. The cxv. pſalm was compoſed on ocaſion of this victory. 


5 h The Tyrians were famous as artificers, but the Jenn were not, 
being farmers and graziers. 


le thought to ſtrengthen himſelf by theſe numerous alliances, 
and that a number of children would be his glory and ſecurity 
But it was an unworthy piece of policy, eſpecially as the king 


was forbidden to multiply wives, tho' the number is not aſcertained. 


* The Philiſtines did not ſtir during their civil war, hoping 


5 they would deſtroy one another; but when they heard that the 
kingdom was united. chat Jerufalem was taken, and an ke 
| orme 
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an 


down to the hold, to Adullam, 1 5 the army mig hit con- 
18 veniently aſſemble. The Philiſtines alſo cams and f. pread 
| themſelves in prodigious numbers in the valley of Re- 
10 phaim. And David enquired of the Logp, ſaying, 
Shall 1 go up to the Philiſtines; wilt thou deliver them 
P mine hand? And the Lokp ſaid unto David, Go 
| for I will doubtleſs deliver the Philiſtines into thine 
20 = 08 this was ſujicient encouragement, And David 
came to Baal- perazim, and David ſmote them there, 
and ſaid, The Lorp hath broken forth upon mine 
enemies before me, as the breach of waters; as waters, 
_ eohich having once made a breach, widen, till nothing can 
ſtand before them. Therefore he called the name of that 
place Baal-perazim, hat is, the Plain of breaches ; the 
vame of the place was to pu! them in mind of God's inter- 
2 500 tion; (ſee Iſaiali xxviii. 21.) And there they left their 
| images, which they carried about with them as their guards 
and protectors, and David and his men burned them, 
22 according to the command of God. And the Philiſtines 


23 ſpread themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. And 
when David enquired of the Lokp, he faid, Thou 
ſhalt not go up : [but] fetch a compaſs behind them, 
and come upon them over againſt the mulberry trees; 
o he had juſt gained ſuch a victory, yet he would not go 
50 e e God's order. And let it be, when thou heareſt 
the ſound of a going, like the noiſe of chariots and forſe- 
men, in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou 
ſhalt beſtir thyſelf: for then ſhall the LORD 8⁰ out 
5 before thee, to {mite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. And 


ſmote the Philiſtines from Geba until thou come to 
| Gazer, 10 the very borders of their own country, Mie are 
fold, 1 Chron. xiv. 17. the effect which this had ; his eiue 5 

vn. thro all AGLONS, and his fear felt upon them. „ 


REFL ECT. i 


8 3 IR they thought it time to beltir themſelyes, 
= raiſed all their forces to go and 2 David. 


came up yet again 10 recover their gods; probably with _ 
ſome freſh forces, or other nations confederate with them, and 


David did fo, as the Loxp had commanded him; and . 


il 
1 
| 
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1 
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REFLECTIONS. 


E may des obſerve, that God ks kings fie 
the ſake of mankind, and not men for the fake 


of kings. God made David king, and exalted his Kingdom 
For his people Iſrael's ſake. So king David thought ; and 
happy would it be were all kings of the fame mind; would 
they but conſider that they are the miniſters of God for the 


good of mankind ; that this is the end of their appoint. 


ment; and that the purſuit of this end is their great duty, 
and the attaining of it their true glory. How different at: 


theſe from the ſentiments of many kings! They ſeem to 
think that their ſubjects are made for them to tyranniz: 


over and to fleece them. Kings are appointed as ſhey- 
| herds to feed and rule; not to be the tyrants, but the guar- 
dians of their people. 
think and act thus; and be thankful if we find that ot 
own does fo, * 
2. The counſel of Cod, that ſhall fand. What a great 


many hindrances were there to David's ſettlement. on the | 


Let us pray, that all kings may 


throne! He had ſome competitors, and for a long time 


great diſaffection prevailed among the people; yet all were 
broken thro'; God determined that David ſhould rule, and | 
at length brought it about, Paithful i is he who hath promiſcd, 

and able to effect whatſoever he hath. foretold, however 
unlikely it may appear to us. 


3. In any ſettlement or advancement, ſo fir FRO being 


ſecure, let us rather expect trouble and moleſiation. Da- 
vid was rich, had a numerous army, was ſettled in a ſtrong 
fort, had wives and children about him, was never ſo com. 
fortable and happy before, and ſeemingly quite ſecure. 
Then came the Philiſtines, who had taken no advantage ot 
the diſtracted ſtate of Iſrael before; but now, when Jeatt 
expected, they made a formidable attack. In every agree- 
able ſcene of life, we ſhould expect alteration, and not be 


confident; for this is a changing world, and he who exp ects 


_ leaſt from i it, is likely to be moſt happy in it. 


4. We may infer, that God's grace is neceſſary to 


quicken our r enden nrg e the Jouna i 70 perceived in ths 
im. perry 
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ulberry trees, then beſtir thyſelf. We are not to fit ſtill, and 
go nothing, under pretence of dependence upon divine aſl ſt- 
ance; but attend to the motions of God's providence, and 
the influence of his ſpirit. When God goes before, we ſhould 
| gird up our loins, and follow him, Wherefore let us work 
| out our oron ſalvation with fear and trembling ;, for it is God 
hat worketh in us to will and to do of his own s $008 pleaſure. 


. , * * * — * . I TIT" itt LY — 4 1 229 ad W 
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CHAP. vl. 


| penis 45 En to bring up the ark is defeated ; his ſecond 6 1 
| tempt proves ſucceſs ful and honourable ; but his joy is a þ 1 te 4 | 
by the Ul temper and Per ver ſeneſs of his wife, : 


6 AIN, David gathered together all [the] 
TN choſen [men] of IIrael, thirty thouſand, 4 
| whom he made a propoſal of bringing up the ark, which had 
= 2 been much neglefied in Saul's time.” And David: aroſe, 
and went with all the people that [were] with him from 


| Baale of Judah, or Baalah, that is, Kirjath-jearim, to 


bring up from thence the ark of God, whoſe name is 
called by the name of the Logp of hoſts, that dwelleth 5 
between] the cherubims; or, as in 1 Chron, xiii. 6. 
3 whoſe name is called on it. And they ſet the ark of God 
upon a new cart, and brought it og of the houſe of 
Aͤbinadab that [was] in Gibeah: and Uzza and Ahio, 
4 the ſons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.“ And they 
_ brought it out of the houſe of Abinadab which [was] e 
33 F 


* David's heart. was ry much ſet upon his, that he could not 85 


reſt till he had found a place for it, P/alm exxxii. The people | 
cheerfully conſented to the propoſal; and a noble aſſembly was 


convened, conſiſting of thirty thouſand chief men, beſides a great - 
| multitude of common people; Pöbel it was the feaſt of „ 3 


nacles, 1 Chroz. xiii. 1-4. 
This was contrary to the low, which COM REY them. to carry : 
it on their ſhoulders. The Philiſtines had done ſo, 1 Sam. vi. 11. 


and they thought they might do the ſame: their zeal made 


them haſty and inconſiderate. The ark had been forty ſix years 
in obſcurity, perhaps longer; and probably there was not 2 * ; 
now Ai Was has ſeen it removed. | | 


on this occaſion. 1 


to touch it but the prieſts, upon pain of death. Perhaps he ad- 
viſed this way of carrying it, and God awfully puniſhed him {or 

his preſumption, by making his life a ſacrifice to the honour © of 
the Moſaic inſtitution, and to recover a reverence for the ark. 
But there is no reaſon to conclude that * would be wiſerab' 
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at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ah! 
5 went before the ark. And David and all the houſe f 


Iſrael played before the Lox p on all manner of ſ inſtru. b t 
ments made of] fir wood, even on harps, and on pfl. 138 
teries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on eyn. 1 
bas? By 
6 And when they came to Nachon- 8 threſhing floor | p 
_ Uzzah put forth [his hand] to the ark of God, ad x þ 


took hold of it; for the oxen, by reaſon of their ſuns 
7 bling, ſhook [it.] And the anger of the Logo w; 
Findled againſt Uzzah; and God ſmote him there for 
| [his] error, or raſlineſs; and there he died by the ark af 
8 God.“ And David was diſpleaſed, becauſe the Loxy 
had made a breach upon Uzzah; he was deeply grieve; 
at it, and in the midſt of ſuch a ' ſolenmity is eclipſed the guy 
of the day; and he called the name of the place, Perez. 
9 uzzah, that is, the breach of Uzzah, to this day. And 
David was afraid of the Lonp that day, and faid, Hoy 
ſhall the ark of the Loxp come to me? he thought hin. 
ſelf in danger, and therefore waited for further direfiai, 
10 So David would not remove the ark of the Loxp unto 
bim i into the city of David: but David carried it afide 
into the houſe of Obed-edom the Gittite, a Levite, ww; 
_ readily received it, knowing the ark was a ſafe and honaura- 
ble gueſt, if treated with due reſpect; he therefore bid ii 
Do 1 welcome. And the ark of the Logp continued in the 
houſe of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the 
 Loxp bleſſed Obed-edom, and all his Houlenola, 0 
1 a great increaſe of cattle and corn. 
And it was told king David, faying, The Lain 
| hath bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that 


[per 
. It is ; probable he compoſed the finy eighth palm. to be ſung 


18 
19 
Y Uzzah was much to blams;* as he muſt know that none were 


hereafter on this account. 


) 


$_ io we - 


* 


f 
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 [pertaineth] unto him, becauſe of the ark of God.1 _ 
So David went and brought up the ark of God from 
the houſe of Obed-edom into the city of David with 


13 gladneſs, And it was [ſo, ] that when they that bare 


the ark of the Loxp had gone fix paces, and ſaw that 
there was no danger, he ſacrificed oxen and fatlings, to 
atone for their paſt fault, and in thankfulneſs to God for + 


| 14 his goodneſs. And David danced before the Log with 


all {his] might; and David [was] girded with a linen 
15 ephod." So David and all the houſe 05 Iſrael brought uß 
the ark of the Loa D with ſhouting, and with the ſound 


16 of the trumpet. And as the ark of the Logp came 


into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked 
through a window, and ſaw king David leaping and 
dancing before the LoR D; and ſhe deſpiſed him in her 


heart; /e ſhowed ſome of her fathers ſpirit, imagining 


that David degraded himſelf by putting of his ornaments, 


| . and dancing before the people. „ 


). And they brought in the ark of the Lon, and ſet 
it in his place, in the midſt of the tabernacle that Da- 
vid had pitched for it; 104 the old tabernacle, that was 
gone much to decay, except ſome of the curtains; and David 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the 
Load, he made ſupplications for himſelf and the People. 

18 And as ſoon as David had made an end of offering 
| burnt offerings and peace offerings, he bleſſed the peo- 
ple in the name of the Logp of hoſts, prayed for their 


among all the people, [even] among the whole multi- 
| tude of Iſrael, as well to the women as men, to every 


O2 - r 
4 From: hence they were led: to OE that: God \ was reconciled 


their former error, and reſolved not to repeat it. 


velture; and by wearing it, he 26 ah his willingneſs to appear 
as the. meaneſt ſervant of God. So great was his pleafure on 
this occaſion, that, in the height of his affection, and the warmth 
of his gratitude, he leaped or danced for Joy 3 3 and it was a very 
natural e of the greatneſs of it. — — 


| Peace and proſperity; and on this occaſion the hundred and = 
97% xty ſecond pſalm was compoſed and ſung. And he dealt 


one a Lake of bread, 006 a good Ns [of fleſh ] and a : 


to them, See 1 Chron. xv. 1—3, 12—t5. They were ſenſible of: 1 


* This was an honourable garment, being part of the wied . 
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20 Then David returned to bleſs his houſehold, to pry 


| | was the king of Iſrael to day, who uncovered him{z 


21 And David ſaid unto Michal, [It was] before th 


23 in honour.* Therefore, on account of this proud, petu/ai, 


out to meet him, and took a publick opportunity to expoſe hin, 
and herſelf, more. It ſhocked her pride to ſee her huſband, tie 


king of Iſrael, demeaning himſelf fo; putting off his royal robes 
joining with the mob, and expoſing himſelf to every girl vio 
went to ſee the proceſſion, as any vain fellow, that had loft al 
ſenſe of decency and ſhame, This was a very unjuſt aſperiut 
upon David, and he thought it proper to take down her pride, 
by putting her in mind that God had rejected her family, and 
Choſen him to be king; and therefore he could never do 100 
much to expreſs his thankfulneſs to God, 
As if he had faid, © Inſtead of being diſcouraged, I will g0 cn 
in it, as nothing is too mean jto ſtoop to for God's honour ; and 
| inſtead of being flighted, I ſhall be honoured by the people 
they will think better of me for my affability and pious zeal; ans 
on this account I value the eſteem of the meaneſt, more than 
Jour praiſe, if I muſt gain it by neglecting God's ſervice.“ 


flagon [of wine.] So all the people departed every oy; 
to his houſe, highly pleaſed with the bounty and munificen; 


of their prince. 
with them and for them. He governed his family, 4 
he did his kingdom, well, And Michal the daughter « 


Saul came out to meet David, and ſaid, How glorios Mu 


to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his ſervants, 2 
one of the vain fellows ſhameleſly uncovereth himſelf 


Lon p, which choſe me before thy father, and before i MW ence 
his houſe, to appoint me ruler over the people of the 
Lok, over Iſrael: therefore will I play before the 
22 Lord, And I will yet be more vile than thus, an 
will be baſe in mine own fight : and of the maid ſer. 
vants which thou haſt ſpoken of, of. them ſhall I be had 


and ungodly ſpirit, Michal the daughter of Saul had uo 
child until the day of her death; which was à great of. 
fliftion to her, as ſhe was a perſon of the higheſt dignity, au 


ter ſon would probably have been heir to the crown. 


REFLECT: 


* Michal could not ſlay to reprove David in private, but wei: 
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REFLECTIONS. 


„ E return of the ark from obſcurity, and the 
E _ reviving of God's publick ordinances and wor. 
| ſhip, are occaſions of great joy to all pious people. David 
Ewas not eaſy till he had contrived and executed ſome {ſcheme _ 
to bring home the ark; all Iſrael cheerfully concurred, and 
the ceremony was performed with great joy. It is a great 
happineſs to a nation, when the reſtraints of publick wor- 
ſuip are taken off, and when the civil power ſupports and 
encourages religion. We ſhould be thankful for the revival 


{freely profeſſed, and had in reputation, it is deſervedly 
J %/ͤ lldnnhn mn own; 


| to reverence the Moſt High, to ſpeak honourably of him 
and his worſhip, and ſhow the greateſt reſpect to whatever 
relates to him or his ſervice. It is an awful illuſtration of 
that truth, I will be ſanctiſied in all them that draw nigh unto 
ne, and before all the people I will be glorified, Uzzah's in- 

| tention was good, but the action was bad, In all matters 

| of worſhip we ſhould keep cloſe to our rule, reverence 
God's ſanctuary, and not be raſh with our mouths to utter any 
thing before the Lord; but ſince God is holy and jealous, we 
| ſhould ſerve him with reverence and godly fear. 
3. Let us learn, from the example of Obed-edom, to 
give the ark a hearty reception into our houſes, as the way 

| to ſecure God's bleſſing. Let us ſet up the worſhip of God 
| there, and invite him to dwell with us. He is a good 


greateſt men ſhould not think this below them, David 
| acted as his own chaplain, and bleſſed his houſehold, It is 
the higheſt honour to worſhip God; and another day he 
will fay to thoſe who ſincerely do ſo, WÄell done, good and 
jaithful ſervants, enter ye, into the joy of your Lord, 
4. A good uſe is made of divine judgments, when we 
we brought to repentance and reformation by them. We 
ſhould fear them ourſelves, as David did, and rectify our 
errors as ſoon as we are ſenſible of them, Afflictions anſwer 


of neglected ordinances. When religion 1s openly and : 


2. The awful ſtory of Uzzah's death, ſhould teach us 


gueſt, and all about us will fare the better for him. The 
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the deſign intended by them, if they promote humility bs 
what is amiſs, and double our care to pleaſe God and kee; 
_ cloſe to the rule of duty. Before I Was icted I went aſtray, 
but now I have kept thy word. 
5. There is reaſon to lament that this worthy, pious 
man, was yoked to a termagant, an ill-natured woman. 
Michal, David's wife, firſt ſcorned him in her heart; and 
when he came home to bleſs his houſehold, ſcolded him, 
and publickly called him a fool and a ſhameleſs fellow, This 
was highly ungrateful to David, after the affection he had 
ſhown her, and the terms he had made to bring her back: 
he would not accept the crown without her. It was hi ly 
imprudent to cenſure her huſband in that publick Way; 
and highly impious to reproach him for his piety and 
devotion. Her charge was abſolutely falſe, for the ſiory 
| ſhows, that being girded with a linen ephod, there wa; 
nothing indecent in his dreſs or behaviour. We may juſtly 
retort her words and fay, * How glorious was the king of 
Iſrael's wife, when ſhe made ſuch a fooliſh and ungodly 
ſpeech!” Poor David! after all his zeal and joy, to meet 
with ſuch a reception at home! See to what lengths pride 
and paſlion will lead perſons, Let all guard their hearts, 
and not cenſure others for devout and pious pri ctices 
K And eſpecially let every wife ſee that ſhe YEVerence her 2 banks 
„ and not ſpeak unadviſedly with her tongue. 
BH 6. We may learn, from the example of David, what a 
to make of thoſe reproaches which men throw upon us for 
our religion, Let us take great care to approve ourſelves 
| 105 God; and if we do fo, it ſignifies little what men ſay of 
us. They often call devotion enthuſiaſm and folly, and the 
1 of it rage and madneſs. But let not this move us. 
David's was a noble reſolution, worthy to be imitated : If 
this is to be vile, Iwill yet be more vile.“ Inſtead of being 


diſcouraged by ſuch reproaches, let us 2 our faces like a i 
flint. If Satan and his agents take ever ſo much pains to 

ſhake our religion, or ſhame us out of it, let us hold it 7 

ſo much the taſter, and be the more reſolute in it. To # 


encourage us to this, remember what David adds, that 
N thus | is on the whole a ſure way to o en een Reſolute 


> K SANVELE YM is 
: piety will have its praiſe: hoſe that honour God, he will 
| lonour ; but thoſe that deſpiſe him, his ſervants and worſhip, | 
„l be Al) efcemed, e 


"CHAP vn 


e have here God's gracious acceptance of David's purpoſe to 
| build him an houſe, and his promiſe thereupon , with David's 


g — 


prayer and thankſgiving, 


| 1 A ND it came to paſs, when the king fat in his 
& houſe, reflefting on the meanneſs of God's habitation, 
and the ſplendour of his own, and the Loxp had given 
| 2 him reſt round about from all his enemies; That the 
king ſaid unto Nathan the prophet, whoſe advice he was 


4 but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And 
Nathan, willing to encourage any ſcheme for the glory of 
Cod, ſaid to the king, Go, do all that [is] in thine 


man, and not as a prophet. 


And, that the error might be corrected, and David not 


that night, that the word of the Loxp came unto Na- 


6 in?” Whereas I have not dwelt in [any] houſe ſince the 
time that I brought up the children of Iſrael out of E- 

| gypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in 
7a tabernacle,* In all [the places] wherein I have walked 


weuld chooſe himſelf a place, to put his name there, and David 
thought this was the time En „ 


given in another place: David had ſhed much blood, and had 

more wars before him. But he might prepare the cieling, ſettle _ 
the Levites, and get materials ready for his ſon to do it, 
The tabernacle was built with boards and pillars, and covered 
with fine linen and hangings. This is given as another reaſon; 
that there was no abſolute need of it at preſent, fince God hat 


done ſo long without it. 


_ defirous to have, See now, I dwell in an houſe of cedar, 


heart; for the Logo [is] with thee z he anſwered as a 
be diſappointed after the work was begun, it came to paſs 5 


5 than, ſaying, Go and tell my ſervant David, Thus faith 
the Loxp, Shalt thou build me an houſe for me to dwell 


God had promiſed, that when "the people were ſettled, . 


* This implies that he ſhould not do it; and the reaſon is 
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__ withall the children of Iſrael ſpake 1 a word with any 
of the tribes of Iſrael, any of the judges, or thoſe whom | 
commanded to feed my people Iſrael, ſaying, Why 


build ye not me an houſe of cedar ? and therefore Fad 


 ſhouldſt not have attempted it without. a ſpecial order fro; : 


8 ne. Now therefore ſo ſhalt thou ſay unto my ſervant 


David, Thus faith the Lokp of hoſts, I took thee 
from the ſheepcote, from following the ſheep, to be 

5 ruler over my people, over Iſrael: And was with thee 
uhitherſoever thou wenteſt, in the time of thy baniſhment, 
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy ſight, and | 
have made thee a great name, like unto the name of 
the great [men] that [are] in the earth; 7 have made thee | 
10 4 great prince, and a celebrated commander. Moreover, I 


will appoint a place for my people Ifrael, and will plant 


them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and |} 
move no more; neither ſhall the children of wicked- |} 
_ neſs, 7heir idolatrous neighbours, afſlict or diſtreſs them 


8 11 any more, as beforetime, when the judges ruled, And 


as fince the time that I commanded judges [to be] over 
my people Iſrael, and have cauſed thee to reſt from all | 
_ thine enemies. Alſo the Lox telleth thee that he wil! 
make thee an houſe: eſtabliſh the kingdom in thy family, | 
12 from one generation to another. And when thy days be 
fulfilled, and thou ſhalt fleep with thy fathers, I will 
ſet up thy ſeed after thee, which ſhall proceed out of 
; _ thy bowels, one who is not yet born, and I will eſtabliſh |} 
13 his kingdom. He ſhall build an houſe for my name |} 
aand [ will eſtabliſh the throne of his kingdom for ever, | 
8 that is, for a iong time, I will be his father, and he 
mall be my ſon. If he commit iniquity, I will chaſten } 


him with the rod of men, and with the ſtripes of the 


children of men, uiihi moderation and gentleneſs, ſuited io | 

„man frailty, and as men are wont to correct their children. 

3 5 But my mercy fhall not depart away from him, as 5 
took [it] from Saul, whom I put away before thee ; the | 


king dem ſhall continue in thy family, and not be removed, as 


16 it was ſrom Saul's. And thine houſe and thy kingdom | 
fall be eſtabliſhed Tor ever before 12 5 thine 06 ſhall 7 


"46.4 


17 


= 


14 Aa. = 
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ſee it; and thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever.” 
17 According to all theſe words, and according to all this 
viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David, with the utmoſt 
| fidelity and impartiality. Thus God graciouſly ſoftened the 
refuſal, by the kindeſt promiſes and aſſurances of his own long 

continuance in earthly proſperity, of God's remarkable and 


| long continued favour to his poſterity, and that the kingdom 5 


e Chrift ſhould ariſe out of it. 
18 Then went king David in, and fat before the Loxzy, 
mmuſing on his great goodneſs, and he ſaid, Who [am] I, 
O Longo God? and what [is] my houſe, that thou haſt. 
19 brought me hitherto? And this was yet a ſmall _ 
in thy ſight, O Lorp God; but thou haſt ſpoken alſo 
of thy ſervant's houſe for a great while to come. And 
lis! this the manner of man, O Lorp God? 10 deal ſo 
20 bountifully with obſcure, undeſerving men? And what can, 
David ſay more unto thee ? how can I utter my thankful. 
_ _ neſs? for thou, Loxp God, knoweſt thy ſervant, ſeeſt 
21 the workings of gratitude, which I cannot expreſs. For thy 
_ word's fake, and according to thine own heart, haſt 


thou done all theſe great things; all theſe promiſes by 
Samuel and Nathan are the effects of thy good will, to 


make thy ſervant know them, ] that is, how much thou 
Huaſt loved me, and, as it follows, thy greatneſs and goods 
22 neſs, Wherefore thou art great O Lox D God: for 
Ithere is] none like thee, neither [is there any] God 

| beſides thee, according to all that we have heard with 


23 our ears, And what one nation in the earth [is] like 


-._ thy people, [even] like Iſrael, whom God went as it 
were from heaven to redeem for a people to himſelf, and 
to make him a name, 7o let all the world know what a 


great and powerful Being he is; and to do for you great 


things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, 


3 1 which thou redeemedſt to thee from Egypt, from] the 
)))) Ro Co Þ nations 
| 7 It appears from v. 14. that this promiſe immediately refers 


to Solomon and his ſucceſſor, but ultimately to Chriſt, Who was 
dhe ſeed of David, Heb. i, 5. Chriſt ſhould build a nobler tem- 
ple, the church of God, * his kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 


Nathan was not aſhamed to retract his own words, now he 


was taught better, 12 0 55 | 


27 For thou, O Lokp of hoſts, God of Iſrael, haſt re. 
vealed to thy ſervant, ſaying, I will build thee an 

houſe : therefore hath thy ſervant found in his heart 
28 to pray this prayer unto thee, And now, O Logo | 
God, thou [art] that God, and thy words be true, and 
thou haſt promiſed this goodneſs unto thy ſervant: 
nus acknowledging God's gooaneſs, fidelity, aud unchange»® | 
20 ableneſs. Therefore now let it pleaſe thee to bleſs the | 
houſe of thy ſervant, that it may continue for ever be- | 
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attend and their gods? by the deſtruction of the Egyp. 


24 tians, and ſubduing the Canaanites. before you, For thou 


haſt confirmed to thyſelf, entered into covenant with, thy 


people Iſrael [to be] a people unto thee for ever: and 
| thou, Lox, art become their God. — After this thank. | 
WY ; ful acknowledgment David makes his humble prayer. And 
nov, O Loxp God, the word that thou haſt ſpoken 5 
Concerning thy ſervant, and concerning his houſe, 
26 eſtabliſh [it] for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. And 
let thy name be magnified for ever, ſaying, The Loxy | 
of hoſts [is] the God over Iſrael : and let the houſe of 
thy ſervant David be eſtabliſhed before thee ; he defires 


this, not merely on his own account, but for God? s glory, 


fore thee: for thou, O Lonxp God, haſt ſpoken [it: 


and with thy blefling let the houſe of thy ſervant be 


bleſſed for ever. Turo the whole of this prayer, David's 


heart ſeems ſo full of gratitude, that he cannot find words . 
8 to acknowledge the goodneſs of Gods or to v age? E 


> Prone of his ali. 8 


REFLECTIONS. 


LT \R 0 M hence we e learn, that it is our duty to en 
_— quire what we can do for God and his worſhip. 
1 David's was no ſooner at reſt, than he began to contrive what 
| he ſhould do to ſhow his pratitude to God. He did not 
enquire how to provide portions for his children, or en 
large his dominions ; but what he ſhould do for God and 
his ark, and to promote his glory, When God remarka- 


bly favours us, we ſhould enquire, What ſhall we render to 


him? When We are at reſt, And can ſit at eaſe in our _ 
houſes, &. 
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| houſes, we ſhould do ſo much the more for God and his 
| houſe, Let us ever maintain a generous, publick ſpirit, 
and ati abound in ou. deeds for the houſe of our 
God. 5 
1 It is our ani to animate diturs to holy duties and 

ative ſervices, as Nathan commended David. Let us en- 

courage their good purpoſes, forward every good deſign, 8 
5 and thus provoke one another to love and to good Works, 


3. God's promiſe to be with his people, is very gracious e 


! very encouraging. What is promiſed concerning So- 
lomon, is applicable to all chriſtians. God 1s their father; 
they are his children; if they are dutiful and obedient, 
they ſhall find him kind; i they commit iniquity, he will 
cakes them with the rod of men, of old men, who are re- 
markably tender to their children, We ſee here that af. 
flictions are articles of God's covenant, and pledges of his 
parental love; he corrects with all tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion, but does not diſinherit us, does not take away his 
boving kindneſs. Let us therefore honour our father, and 
be in ſubjettion to him, and live. 1 8 8 
4. This example of grateful, humble, belleving; fervent 5 
prayer, is worthy of our imitation. David's heart was full; 


he pouredit out in broken accents; could not ſay too much 1 5 


to expreſs his humility and gratitude. Warm affections 
ſhould be working in all our devotions; and if the heart i 1s 


deeply impreſſed, it will ſhow itſelf, Out of the Fulneſs of - 


the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, Let us cultivate a fervent, TY 
5 —m— ſpirit ; then ſhall ke that is ſeeble, be as David. 
6. Low and abaſing thoughts of ourſelves, are eſpecially 

25 3 when we are receiving peculiar favours from God. 


David was a man of very conſiderable rank, piety, valour, 25 
and prudence; but when he appeared before God, he ſaid, 


Mo am I? He was ſenſible of his meanneſs amidſt the 


higheſt advancement. When God is TORY kind, we 
| ſhould be remarkably humble. 13 


6. The greatneſs of the divine 1 to us, may well 1 


= fill our minds with aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe; that Gd 
ſhould deal ſo with man, a mean, unprofitable, guilty 
creature, who deſerves nothing, and has forfeited all. 5 
is LF manner of man, 0 Lord Goa! to treat rebels and 
enemies 
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enemies fo favourably? Lord, what is man, that thou art 


mindſul of him? or the ſon of man, that thou ſhouldſt viſit him? 
7. After the example of David, good men ſhould be 

very much concerned to ſecure the bleſſing of God upon 

their families, and be grateful for every inſtance in which 


it is beſtowed, The beſt entail is the bleſſing of God; and 


this ſhould be diligently ſought, Children ſhould be in- 
ſtructed and prepared for it, and taught to value it, and 


ſeek it for themſelves. David's prayer is a proper one for 
every head of a family to put up every day; it is the 

language of holy deſire and humble faith. God's bleſſing 
is all in all to the happineſs of our families; and f he 


5 We, We _ be ee for whom he bleſſes, 15 On indeed. 9 
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2 which i ig ant account of David's ſucteſs in fre ſever al wars, 
A N D after this, ys reſolution to build God's houſe, it 


and due them: and David took Metheg-ammah, 
or, the bridle of Ammah, out of the hand of the Philiſt- | 
ines; 7 was a place of great ſirength, which was a curb on 
2 the country and towns under its juriſdiclion. And his ſecond = 
 _ evar was with the Moabites, and he ſmote Moab, and 
meaſured them with a line, caſting them down to the 
ground; even with two lines meaſured he to put to 
death, and with one full line to keep alive. And [ſo] | 
W Moabites became David's ſervants, [and] brought |} 
z gifts. David ſmote alſo Hadadezer, the fon of Rehob, 
5 * of Tobah, as he went to recover r his border at the 
„ river 


* Some ſeppols that thoſe here mentioned were 1 of war, 


came to paſs, that David ſmote the Philiſtines, 1 


and that he laid down this line of conduct, to deſtroy two thirds. | 
But I rather think it refers to his deſtroying their fortifications Þ| 


and ſtrong cities; and that he had two lines of conduct; the one 


was to put to death thoſe that were obſtinate, and refuled- the 


offers of mercy; and the other was, to ſave all that ſubmitted, 
or that would have ſubmitted if their officers and commanders 


would have given them leave. Theis became tributary, Numt 
XXIV. 8 | 
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river Euphrates. His third War Was ich the Syrians, 
Zobah lay north-eaſt, and Euphrates was the utmoſt bounds 
4 promiſed to Canaan. And David took from him a thou- 
ſand [chariots,] and ſeven hundred horſemen, that is. 
ranks of horſemen, having ten in a rank, which make up. 
the ſeven thouſand mentioned, 1 Chron. xvili. 4. and twenty 


thouſand footmen : and David houghed all the chariot : 


| [horſes,] but reſerved of them [for] an hundred cha- 
_ riots, or rather, he deſtroyed all their chariots but an hun. 
5 dred. And when the Syrians of Damaſcus came to ſuc | 
cour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David ſlew of the 
6 Syrians two and twenty thouſand men.” Then David 
put garriſons in Syria of Damaſcus: "ad the Syrians 
became ſervants to David, [and] brought gifts. And 
the LoRD preſerved David whitherſoever he vent. 
7 And David took the ſhields of gold that were on the 
| ſervants of Hadadezer, or, with the ſervants, that 


 evere committed to their cuſtody, being more for ſhow than 


9 uſe; and he brought them to Jeruſalem, And from 5 


Betah, and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, king ? 
David took exceeding eee, e 
9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had 
INE 0 ſmitten all the hoſt of Hadadezer, Then Toi ſent Joram 
his ſon unto king David, to ſalute him, and to bleſs 
him, becauſe he had fought againſt Hadadezer, and 
ſmitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. And 
 [Joram] brought with him veſlels of ſilver, and veſſelss 
of gold, and veſſels of braſs, as preſents to David, which 
II wereall put into the treaſury : Which allo king David did 
dedicate unto the Logp, with the filver and gold that 
12 he had dedicated of all nations which he ſubdued; Of 
Fyria, and of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, : 
and of the Philiflines, and of Amalek, and of the 
| ſpoil of Hadadezer, ſon of Rehob, king of Zobah, 
: 3 And David gat [him] a name when he returned from 
ſmiting of the Syrians in the valley of falt, [being] 
_ eighteen thouſand men; a Here he commanded 7 in e, 
and Was arme active. wand 
x6 And 15 


— d Theſe were the 3 3 whe came to help the king 
of Zobah, This was David's fourth War. 


— 
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* And he put garriſons in Edom; eg all Edom 


put he garriſons 10 keep them in ſubjeftion; and all they of 


Edom became David's ſervants ; hus the elder wel the 


younger, according to the prophecy in Gen. xxv. 23. And 


the Lonp preſerved David whitherſoever he went. 


And David reigned over all Iſrael without diſturbance, 
"and David executed judgment and juſtice unto all his 


eople, he took care that juſtice was regularly adminiſtered. 


"7 6 And Joab the ſon of Zeruiah [was] over the hoſt; and 


Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud | was] recorder, or 
17 writer of chronicles ;* and Zadok the ſon of Ahitub, 
and Ahimelech the ſon of Abiathar, [were] the prieſts;* 


18 and Seraiah [was] the ſcribe, or ſecretary of ſtate; And 
Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada [was over] both the Che- 
rethites and the Pelethites, old experienced ſolaters, © Which 


were the life guards, and Benaiah was the captain of them; 


And David's ſons were chief rulers, over tlie otic | 


— in Places a the N e and 
R E F L E E T 1 0 N 8. 


depended on Jehovah for protection. This is a worthy 
example for all princes, and indeed for all men, to make 


God's will the rule of their actions; J it is the wiſeſt and 


ſafeſt _ 


2. We may 3 that the wealth of in nmners is 's often : 
laid up for the juſt. Theſe kingdoms were ſuffered to 
' flouriſh long, that their wealth might all be drained for 

Iſrael. When wicked men proſper, the world often won- 


| — 55 but at length the ſcene opens, and diſcovers that all 


| of ſtate, 


4 Some ſuppoſe, that Zadok was © Gs up by Saul: whan Abjathar 
fled to David; but probably theſe were two commanders of the 


prieſts, the heads of the two families, or dne into Wen Da- 
vid divided them. 


\EE how: carefully David ober ved the law of God, 5 
$a ) He did not multiply horſes and chariots; he de- 
- ſtroyed them. This was contrary to human policy; but he 


1 The e princes EY to eren all e IR a note TY 


during their reign, and keep a daily journal. This was an im- 
portant office, as thoſe who flled it were let into all the ſecrets 


a © R8QA% an he ed pp Af | |_| Ws A 
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is for the good of God's people, and the proſperity of the 


church. 

Let us learn, from the example of David, to colitis 
our beſt to God's ſervice, and honour him with whatſoever 
he hath bleſſed us. All the ſpoils and preſents of David 


were devoted to God, were preparations for the temple, to 


build and enrich that. He was not intent on enriching his 
palace, or family, and adorning his armory, but God's 
houſe. We ſhould imitate his great zeal and devotion; 
and abound in works of piety and charity. Our mer chandiſe 
and hire ſhould be holineſs to the Lord; conſecrating our gain un- 
to the Lord, and our ſubſtance unto the Lord of the r rohale earths. : 
Thus David did, and he was not at all the poorer for it; 
may, he was the richer, and left his ſon on the throne, the: 
: richeſt e then! in che world. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Devid, © in : gratitude for Jonathan's kindneſs, makes enquiry 


 ofter the houſe of Saul, and diſcovers Meptuboſheth ; receives 


m in the moſt friend Manner, and ons for him and 
bis. | | 


N D Dari nid, 1s there yet any that i is left of 
the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhow him kind- 
2 neſs 105 Jonathan's fake ?* And [there was] of the 
| houſe of Saul a ſervant whoſe name [was] Ziba, h, 
David remembered, and thought he might give him ſome in- 
ee And when they had called him unto David, 
the king ſaid unto him, [Art] thou Ziba? And he 
3 ſaid, Thy ſervant [is he.] And the king ſaid [Is] 


there not yet any of the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhow _ 
the kindneſs of God unto him? hat is, great kindneſs, 
or kindneſs agreeable to the oath, 1 Sam. XX. 14. And 


Tiba faid unto the king, Joonthan hath TS a ſon, 
[which 
* David has been W with TR PIO es beckols he did not 
do this ſooner. But perhaps it would not have been - prudent, 
till the kingdom was well eſtabliſhed. He now made the en- 


quiry, that he might fulfil his covenant of hes with Jona- 
than, Wen extended to his Penerter: | 
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4 [which is] lame on [his] feet. And the king faid unto 
im, Where [is] he? And Ziba ſaid unto the king, 
| Behold, he [is] in the houſe of Machir, the fon of 
: Ammiel, in Lo-debar, beyond Fordan. Then king Da. 
vid ſent, probably by Ziba, and fetched him out of the 
| houſe of Machir, the fon of Ammiel, in Lo-debar, 
6 Now when Mephiboſheth, the ſon of Jonathan, the 
ſon of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, 
and did reverence. And David faid, Mephiboſheth, 
7 And he anſwered, Behold thy ſervant! And David 
ſaid unto him, Fear not; ;* for I will ſurely ſhow thee 
| kindneſs for Jonathan thy father's ſake, and will reſtore 
_ thee all the land of Saul thy father, all ty paternal in- 
 heritance,* and thou ſhalt eat bread at my table con- 
8 tinually, as one of my own children. And he bowed him- | 
ſelf with great gratitude and humility, and ſaid, What 
[is] thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldſt look upon ſuch a 
dead dag as I [am?] fuch an ns 11. gnificant, con. 
ſemptible creature? 
Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's ſervant, "nd. 
aid unto him, I have given unto thy maſter's ſon all 
that pertained to Saul and to all his houſe ; have ſettled 
10 the family eftate upon him. Thou therefore Halt be his 
_ fteward, and thy ſons, and thy ſervants, ſhall till the 
land for him, and thou ſhalt bring in {the fruits, 
that thy maſter's ſon may have food to eat, for the fup- 
Port of his family, and to ſave him trouble: but Mephi- 
boſheth thy maſter's ſon ſhall eat bread alway at my 
table. Now Ziba had fifteen ſons and twenty ſervants, 
11 who were able to manage this large eſtate, Then faid 
Ziiba unto the king, According to all that my lord tne 


king hath commanded his kern o ſhall thy ſervant 
do. 


3 Mephiboſheth forms” to 1 W in wn confuign and ter-_ 
ror; he might not have heard of the oath, and therefore was 


afraid that this was ſome contrivance to enſnare and deſtroy him, 


leſt he might make ſome pretenſions to the kingdom; and chere. 
fore David ſays, Fear not. | 
* This was very large, and either was confiſcated on Iſhboſheth' J 
5 rebellion, or came to David in right of his wife, according to 
the law of God; Saul's ſons by his wives being all dead, and 
he did not Know of this branch of the e who was concealed, 
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do. As for Mephiboſheth, [ſaid the king, ] he ſhall 
12 eat at my table, as one of the king's A And 
Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, whoſe name [was] 
Micah.“ And all that dwelt in the houſe of Ziba 
[were] ſervants unto Mephiboſheth, and accountable to 
13 him for all the product of the ejtate, So Mepiiboſheth 
dwelt in Jeruſalem : for he did eat continually at the 
king's table; and was lame on both his feet, and there. 
fore might ſeem to be a diſhonour to it. This way of living 
gave the king a daily opportunity of expreſſing his gratitude 
and friendſhip for Jonathan, and of al nos. that Haul, 
hip between their Per. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I is the auty of wiſe and good men to ſeek for 
opportunities of doing good, eſpecially to the 
families of their friends, A liberal ſoul deviſeth liberal things. 
David did not think it enough to ſerve them if they came 
in his way; he enquired after them. Let us enquire if 
there are any of Chriſt's poor, any we can ſhow kindneſs to 


for his ſake, Let us conſider what we can do for him, to 5 


whom we are ſo much obliged. We ſhould eſpecially be 
kind to the families of our friends, to thoſe who have be- 


haved worthily in their day, and have been particularly 


kind to us, and familiar with us. If we are able, and they 
are low, let us not forget or overlook them, but be ſo 


much the readier to help them. Tho? there ſhould be no 
blemn league, as in the preſent caſe, yet the law of 


friendſhip requires us to be kind to the reputation, the 
memory, and the deſcendants of thoſe who have been our 

friends. This ſhows a truly generous ſpirit : 4 Friend loveth 
at all times, and a brother is born for adverſity. 

2. We learn from Mephiboſheth, with what temper to 
receive the diſtinguiſhing favours of heaven. There is a 


great reſemblance between his caſe and ours. As chriſtians, e 


Vol. III. a „ „%% ar orb | Þ 


" David's heart fo overflowed with joy, becauſe it was in his 
Power to do honour to one of Jonathan's poſterity, that he in- 
terrupted Ziba with a ſecond declaration, He ſhall eat at my ile. 
le had afterwards a large family, as we find in Chronicles, 
Who kept vp the remembrance of that worthy man Jonathan. 
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wg are adopted into God's family, and invited to his table, 
e have reaſon to receive this favour with the deepeſt 


hatin, and the greateſt admiration of his condeſcention 


and grace, We have oreater favours conferred on us thay 
Mephiboſheth had; nobler entertainments, greater honour, 
and a better eſtate, even the kingdom of heaven. We are 


not only reſtored to the inheritance which our father Adam 


| lo, but to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and i. at 
Fadeth not away: and we had leſs reaſon to expect ſuch a 
favour, Mephiboſheth was the ſon of Jonathan, David's 


triend, who behaved well; but we are children of rebellious 


rarents, and by our perſonal revolt have expoſed ourſelves 


to the divine diſpleaſure : and as the honour which God 
' ſhows us is ſo much ſuperior, ſo much the deeper ſhould 


be our humility. Lord, what is thy ſervant? But no words 


are ſufficient to expreſs our meanneſs, or the matchleſs 


; grace of our God and Saviour. Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of hum © or the Jon of man, that thou Hud 
227 N. / him 3 


CHAP, X. 
In which is an account of the diſgraceful treatment of David; 


meſſengers, who were ſent to comfort Hanun on the death 
is father, and of ſeveral viftories obtained * David' s Ji” ben 


over the Anmmoni tes and Syrians. 


T N D it came to paſs aſter this, that the king of 
the children of Ammon died, and Hanun his 
| 2 fon reigned in his ſtead, Then ſaid David. 1 will ſhow 
" binds unto Hanun the ſon of Nahaſh, as his father 
ſhowed kindneſs unto me. Being an enemy of Saul's, le. 


probably had protected David, and ſent him ſupplies, dufin 


ts vanihinent. Ang David ſent to comfort him by the 
hand of his ſervants for the death of his father. And 
David's ſervants came into the land of the children of 
3 Ammon. And the princes of the children of Ammon 
ſaid unto Hanun their lord, Thinkeſt thou that David 


doth honour thy father, that he hath ſent comforters 
| 5 unte 


„ 


n 
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unto thee? hath not David [rather] {ent hie ſervants 
unto thee, to ſearch the city, and to {py it out, where 

4 the weakeſt part is, and to overthrow it ? Wherefore 
Hanun took David's ſervants, and ſhaved of the one 
half of their beards, and cut off their garments in the 
middle, [even] to their buttocks, and ſent them away.“ 

5 When they told [it] unto David he ſent to meet them 
with clothes and other neceſſaries, becauſe the men were 
greatly aſhamed ; and the king ſaid, Larry at Jeric! 10 
until your beards be grown, and then] return. 

6 And when the children of Ammon ſaw that they 
ſtank before David, were become odio1s to him, the childs 
ren of Ammon ſent and hired the Syrians of Beth-re. 
hob, and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thouſand foot- 
men, and of king Maacah a thouſand men, and of 
Iſn-tob twelve thouſand men, who all readily joined to 

revenge the injuries David had done them, and prevent his 

J increaſing greatneſs. And when David heard of [it,] he 

Aid not wwait for their attack, but he ſent Joab, andall the 

3 hoſt of the mighty men, 70 attack them, And the child- 

ren of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at 
the entering in of the gate of Mzdeba, a city in the tribe 
of Reuben : and the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, _ 

and Iſh-tob, and Maacah, [were] by themſelves in the 
9 field. . hen Joab {aw that the Front of the battle. was 
„%%% ¾ OY againſt 
This was a very great indignity, for the beard was then reckon- 
ed an ornament. It was a common puniſhment among the eaſtern 
nations, on cowards or adulterers, to cut off their beards. But 
Henun cut off their garments alſo ; and as they wore no breeches 
or drawers, it expoſed them to ſhame. This was probably done. 
in contempt of their religion and laws. See Lev. xix. 27, 1/aiah 
3X, 4. xIvii. 2, 3. It was alſo an offence againſt the laws of gra- 


titude and e, and e to che laws of nature and | 
Hatton. | 

= Thers were ht a fv houſes: or tigen whe Jericho for- 
merly ſtood, the city not being rebuilt. This was a proper place 
to hide their ſhame; and they were not to return in their pre- 
ſent ſituation, left perſons of their rank and quality ſhould be 
7eprozched and and ridiculed, and their office be brought into con- 
tempt, David reſented the affront; but conſidering it as the 
ttect of youthful vanity and raſhneſs, he made no preparation 
for attacking Hanun, but waited to ſee what he would do, and 
vhether he would take any hops: towards erpiating the Injury. 


againſt him before and behind, he choſe of all the 


choice [men] of Iſrael, and put [them] i in array again; 
the Syrians, who were the ftrougeſs and moſt valiant : 


e N 10 And the reſt of the people he delivered into the hand 


of Abiſhai his brother, that he might put [them] in 
11 array againſt the children of Ammon. And he faid, 


If the Syrians be too ſtrong for me, then thou ſhalt 


help me: but if the children of Ammon be too ſtron- 


for thee, then I will come and help thee; each agrees 
1 12 to keep detachments in readineſs to help the weaker, Be of | 


good courage, and let us play the men for our people, 
and for the cities of our God: and the Lorp do that 


which ſeemeth him good; let us behave ourſelves valianth, 
be reſolute for the preſervation of our country, and leave the 


13 event to God. And Joab drew nigh, and the people 


that [were] with him, unto the batttle againſt the Sy- 


rians; he thought it moſt prudent to attack the mercenary 
troops firſt, as they were moſt likely to give way: and they 


4 fled before him. And when the children of Ammon 


"Bw that the Syrians, upon whom they placed their chief de. 
„ were fled, then fled they alſo before Abiſhai, 


and entered into the city for ſafety. So Joab returned 
from the children of Ammon, and came to Jeruſalem; 


lig the ſeaſon too far advanced ta Ow: the victory, le 


returned home. 


5 15 And when the Syrians faw that they were e ſmitten be 


fore Iſrael, they gathered themſelves together; fearing 


e David would fall upon them for affiſting his enemies, 
1 6 they were reſolved to be beforehand with him. And Hadar- 
-::—ezer fent; and brought out the Syrians that [were] be- 

yond the river: and they came to Helam; and Shobach 

the captain of the hoſt of Hadarezer [went] before 
WE 17 them. And when it was told David, he gathered all 


Iſrael together, and went 10 command in perſon, and 
paſſed over Jordan, and came to Helam. And the 


FPyrians ſet themſelves in array againſt David, and 
15 fought with him. And the Syrians fled before Iſrael; 

and David flew [the men of] ſeven hundred chariots of 
the ay Fan”, and Torty thouſand e and ſmote 


Shoback 


19 
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Huback the captain of their hoſt, who died there,” 
19 And when all the kings [that were] ſervants to Hadar- 
; ezer ſaw that they were ſmitten before Iſrael, they 
made peace with Iſrael, and ſerved them, became ſubjett 

to David, and paid tribute, So the Syrians feared to 
5 help the children of Ammon any more. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E are taught, from the example of David, to 
-be orateful for kindneſſes received, Nahaſh 0 
was a monſter of cruelty, and uſed the Iſraelites very ill; 
but as he was kind to David, (tho? his motive for doing ſo 
vas only to vex Saul,) he was willing to ſhow his gratitude, 
No vileneſs in the author of a benefaction, can cancel the 
gratitude due for it. When we receive a kindneſs, we are 
not to enquire into the principle from whence it flows, or 
the grounds of it: if the Phariſees gave alms thro? pride, 
the receiver was bound to be thankful, Whatever men's 
hearts are, we are to look to their hands; and repay, not 
what they meant, but what they did; return the kindneſs 
according to our ability : and if our benefactors ; are e dead, _ 
we ond do it to their children” _ —- 
2. We may obſerve, that what is well meant may be 1 5 
and, and receive a baſe return; ſo it was here. 
It is hard for wicked, ſelfiſh men to think well of others. 
They judge of others by themſelves, and are ready to ſuſ- 
pect ſome ſelfiſh deſign. This ſuſpicious temper argues a 
very bad mind. If we are fo treated, it is no great wonder, 
for it was ſo of old. The more we are convinced of the ab- 
| furdity and iniquity of ſuch practices, the more careful we 
ſhould be not to treat others ſo. The foul of the wicked de. 
freth evil, his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. = 


3. We may reflect, what an unhappy thing it is "fir "_ 


5 young prince to have evil counſellors about him. Hanun 
bad but little experience, and was not very able to judge for 
| N 1 ; himſelf; 


* The word Shoback alſo ſignifies 3 and 3 which 
occaſions ſome ambiguity. Probably he ſlew about an equal num- 
ber of each, forty thouſand horſe and foot; and thus extended his 


conqueſts to the great river, according. to the * and prophecy | 
2 Abraham, | | | 


214 . S MU EI. 


himſelf; therefore he was diſpoſed to hearken to the a0 
vice of einers It is very unhappy for a nation when this 
is the caſe. Who can tell what quarrels and ſorrows ſuch 


may bring upon themſelves, and the whole kingdom, and 


all its allies. Let us earneſtly pray, that God may direct 
in the choice of thoſe who counſel young princes; that they 


may be wiſe and upright; know and purſue, not what will 
gratify their own ambition, ſelfiſhneſs, and revenge, but 
what will tend to the credit of the prince, and the welfare 


of the nation. 


4. Great dangers nettes inlpire bad men with true 
ſentiments of courage and piety, Joab, excepting ſome 


actions, behaved like a prudent, valiant general, and ſhone 


as a great man. Here he talks like a good man; even 


David himſelf could ſcarce have talked better. He argues 
from the moſt juſt and influential topics; not from private 
glory or advantage, but from the honour of God, the 
 fafety and credit of Iſrael ; and under a deep ſenſe of an 


: overruling providence, piouſly leaves the ſucceſs with 


Sd. Oh that our commanders would imitate his example! 


- Zeal for God and religion, and the cauſe of liberty and our 
country, are the beſt arguraents: to pH men with true 


ardour and courage. 


5. We learn from theſe Sims, to avoid thoſe far es 


and dangers by which we have been already injured. When 
the Iſraelites had ſmitten the Syrians, they forſook their 


_ old allies, and made peace. When we have ſmarted for 
our folly in ſome inſtances, by our indulgences or con- 
federacies, let us take warning, and not engage in them 
any more. Experience is never good till it is bought; 
many buy it very dear, and ſuffer much before they have 
learned it; but it is better late than never. Let ſinners, 
the enemies of God, act thus. If they have oppoſed him, 
and ſtrove with their Maker, as all finners do, let their | 


: afflictions, their fears, their terrors of conſcience, and diſ- 


d appointment in creature comforts, make them ſolicitous to 
retreat in time, to make peace with him, and become his 
ſervants; othe erwiſe their Miche will be their utter and 


e verla tin gr ru! n. 
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CHAP. XI. 


I the 120 chapter wwe left David in the midſt. of 2 ror by and 4 UC 
ceſs ; but here a very melancholy ſtory opens * Us, Phi ef 1 of 
David 1 in the affair of Bath-ſheba and Uriah. - 


1 A ND it came to paſs, after the year was s expired, 
9 at the time when kings go forth [to battle, ] 7 
the ſpring, that David ſent Joab, and his ſervants with 
him, and all Iſrael; and they deſtroyed the children of 
Ammon, and beſieged Rabbah, Heir royal city. But 
David tarried ſtill at Jeruſalem, „e began to indulge im- 
2 ſelf in eaſe and pleaſure, And it came to paſs in an 
evening-tide, that David aroſe from off his bed, where 
ue had lain down to fleep, as is uſual in hot countries at that = 
lime of day, and he walked upon the roof of the king's 
houſe; and from the roof he ſaw a woman waſhing her- 5 
ſelf in her chamber; and the woman was] very beauti- 
: 3 ful to look upon. And David ſent and enquired after 
the woman, And [one] ſaid, [Ts] not this Bath-ſneba, 
the daughter of Eliam, the wile of Uriah the Hittite? 
He was one of David's guards, and was originally an Hit. 
4 lite, but now a proſelyte to the jewiſh religion, And Da- 


vid ſent meſſengers, perhaps on pretence of other buſmeſs, . 


and ey took her; and ſhe came in unto him, and he 
lay with her; for ſhe was purified from her unclean- 
neſs: and ſhe returned unto her houſe.” | ET 

5 And the woman conceived, and ſent and told David, =» 
6 and faid, I [am] with child.” And David ſent to Joab, 7 
[faying,] Send me Uriah the Hittite, And Joab ſent 
Uriah to David. He was a proper perſon to be ſent, being 
4 conſiderablè officer, and, the jews ſay, Foab's armour- 
q 17 bearer, And when Yriah was come unto him, David 


T4 | demanded 2 


A tt is - difficult to fay hin far ſhe was to lame but he was 
certainly the greateſt criminal who ſeduced her, if I had ſaid 
forced her, the original word would bear me dat, a8 It generally 
i!onifies an incapacity of reſiſtance. 


She was in danger of death by the law of God, as an; © 


adultereſs, and therefore conſulted with David how they might 


contrive a way | to hide their ſhame, and ſhe to avoid. Punith- 
ment. | 2 
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demanded [of him] how Joab did, and how the peo. 


ple did, and how the war proſpered, whether there cas 


8 any probability of their taking the city. And David fig 
to Uriah, Go down to thy houſe, and waſh thy fegt, 


refreſh thyſelf after the fatigues of the journey. And U. ia 


departed out of the king's houſe, and there follow j 
him a meſs [of meat] from the king, in token of en. 
dinary favour and kindneſs, that he might go home d, 7c =P 


9 with his wife. But Uriah ſlept at the door of the 258 
houſe, in a guard chamber, with all the 0 of b 
10 lord, and went not down to his houſe, And whe: © -y 


had told David, ſaying, Uriah went not down 
his houſe, David faid unto Uriah, Cameſt 500 not 


from [thy] journey? way [then] didſt thou 1: 29 


_ down unto thine houſe ? He gave him a kind rebiac fer 


wot taking more care of himſelf, imimating that ho , ne, 
11 expeft him t9 keep watch. And Uriah made a l 1 


truly ſoldier-like reply, and ſaid unto David, ark, 


and Iſrael, and Judah, abide in tents; and my ord 


Joab, and the ſervants of my lord, are encamped i in 


1 open fields ; ſhall I then go into mine houſe, to cat 
and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [as] thou liseſt, 
12 and [as] thy ſoul liveth, 1 will not do this thing.“ And 


David faid to Uriah, Tarry here to day alſo, and to 


morrow 1] will let thee depart ; pretending that he cus 
not get his diſpatches ready, but really hoping, that beg jo 
long near ſo amiable a woman, would engage him to viſit her. 
So Uriah abode in Jeruſalem that day, and the morrow. 
13 And when David had called him, he did eat and drink 
before him; and he made him drunk, heping that he 
_ Kould then have ae m and at even he went out to 
e 

Ls eil could not -chivk: of idee 1 7 "while his fellow 
7 ſoldiers were expoſed to ſo many hardſhips. His ſolemn manner 
0 pronouncing this, one would think ſhould have touched David 
10 the heart for his having abuſed ſo brave a man, and indulged 


himſelf in uplawful pleatures, while this brave ſoldier was ſo 


willing to endure e and deny himſelf innocent Fratiß⸗ 
cations. 


4 There is no SON I to belices' that FAY fafpeRed: RE had 


_ paſſed between David and his wife; but the hand of provicence 


Was ccunter- N David's deſigns 5, in order to bring his un to 


lig ht. 


8 5 
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lie on his bed with the ſervants of his lord; but His re- 
ſolution was fixed, and he went not down to lis houſe. 

14 And it came to paſs in the morning, that David 
| wrote a letter to Joab, and ſent [it] by the hand of 
15 Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, ſaying, Set ye 

Uriah in the forefront of the hotteſt battle, and retire 

; 16 ye from him, that he may be ſmitten, and die.” And it 

came to paſs, when Joab obſerved the city, that hge 

aſſigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant 
men [were,] he ſet him to take à part of the city which je 

17 knew would be valiantly defended, And the men of the 

city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 

lcſome] of the people of the ſervants of David; and 

Uriah the Hittite died alſo. 7% beſfeged made a 2 . 

ew ſome of the ſoldiers, ans the king's guard, and this 

brave man among ihe reſt.” 

18 Then Joab ſent and told David all the things cc con- 

cerning the war; Vote he had managed, and what ill jure 

0 ceſs they had in the laſt attack : And charged the meſſen= 

ger, ſaying, When thou haſt made an end of telling 

- 20 the matters of the war unto the king, And if fo be that 

the king's wrath ariſe, and he fay unto thee, Where- 

fore approached ye ſo nigh unto the city when ye did 

fight? knew ye not that they would ſhoot from the 

21 wall? Who ſmote Abimelech the ſon of Jerubbeſheth ? 


did not a woman caft a piece of a milſtone upon him 


from the wall, that he died at Thebez ? why went ye 
- nigh the wall: 7 then, that the king may know why we _ 


 #nderivok fuch a deſperate aitack, lay thou, 1 hy ſervant 
e the Hittite is dead alſo. _ ” 


8⁰ the meſſenger went, and e came and ſhowed Da- 
ee OOO 


1 P David Cd this . contrivance in 3 to ka: him 


| lain, and thus, if poſlible, prevent the infamy and puniſhment 


0k his wife, and hide his own fin and ſhame, Uriah himſelf took 
this diſpatch to Joab; and had he ſulpeec the matter, _ would.” 
eertainy have opened the letter. , 

* Joab is generally thought to be much to blame in exe- 
cuting the King's orders; but he might be innocent. He perhaps | 
'mapined that Uriah had been guilty of ſome notorious crime, 
tor which David, conſulting Uriah's honour as an officer, would 


not puniſh him open! Ys but choſe chat he ſhould die ſerving his 
une in e bed © or honour. | # 
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23 vid all that Joab had ſent him for. And the meſſenger 


ſaid unto David, Surely the men prevailed againſt us, 
and came out unto us into the field, and we were upon 


24 them even unto the entering of the gate. And the 
© ſhooters ſhot from off the wall upon thy ſervants ; and 
[ſome] of the king's ſervants be dead, and thy ſervaut 
25 Uriah the Hittite is dead alſo,* Then David ſaid unto 


the meſienger, Thus ſhalt thou {ay unto Joab, Let no: 


this thing diſpleaſe nor diſhearten thee : for it is only the 


ale of war, the'tword devoureth one as well as another 


wake thy battle more ſtrong againſt the city, and over. 


: throw it: and encourage thou him. 


26 And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 4 


| huſband was dead, ſhe mourned for her huſband, pro- 


27 bably ſeven days, as was uſual on ſuch occaſions." And 
when the mourning was paſt, David ſent, and fetched 


her to his houſe, and ſhe became his wife, and bare 


| him a fon,” But the thing that David had done dif. | 
pleaſed the LorD , his adultery, the murder of OI and 


5 ; mar Ding Bath Hale, + Were Very e ng 10 Cod. 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. 1 FE R E is oreat reaſon to "AIR that a good ; 
Iman ſhould be guilty of ſuch horrid crimes. Is 
this David? the man after God's own heart? Is this he, ; 
whoſe heart ſmote him when he only cut off the ſkirt off 
Saul's garment? Is this he, who had fo many wives ? who 
was a king, and ſhould have ſet a better eee What! 
. David 


N The meſſenger put it in a Aten light; that the Ame 
Donites made a tally, and at firſt were too hard for the Iſraelites; _ 
but they rallied, and purſued them to the city, and in the height 
ck the: purſuit came too near the wall; from whence the archers 

_ Ceſiroyed ſome of the guards, and Uriah among the reſt. 

- - 8: She has been charged with hypocriſy for mourning ; but I 
| fee no reaſon for this. It is probable ſhe thought he fell by oY = 
common fate of war; and if he made as good a Huſband, | 

he did a ſoldier, he deſerved her higheſt elteem. 

It was indecent for him to marry her ſo ſoon ; but he * I 
EET neceflary, to hide their ſhame, and {kreen der from a criminal 
proce ſs. Thus far things went on upon the whole as David de- 

5 nrcd, but the chapter concludes - with an awful leatence. | 
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David ſeduce a woman of good reputation, eminent for 
her wiſdom and piety, (as the latter end of Proverbs plainly _ 
ſhows) the wife of one of his brave officers, when he was 
doing his duty, and contrive his murder ſo deliberately, 
and the deſtruction of others with him? to the joy of the 
Ammonites, and the grief of all pious Iſraelites who heard 
of it. A melancholy ſtory indeed is this! Tell it not in 


at, publiſh it not in Aſtelon, leſt the uncircumciſed lriumpli. 
The ſeriptures faithfully relate this ſnameful miſcarriage of 


one of its greateſt heroes; which is at once an evidence of 


their lincerity, and an awful warning to all, even to the 
beſt of men. It was written for our learning, that he who © 
_ thinketh he Randeth, may take heed left he fall. Therefore, 
2. We ſhould learn hence, to avoid all occaſions of ſin, 
and quench the firſt ſparks of temptation. Had David 
been with his army, as he undoubtedly ſhould, he would 
have eſcaped this blot, Had he been at his harp, or his 
palms, at almoſt any thing but being idle, he had not 
fallen, Had he checked the temptation at firſt, turned 
away his eyes from the tempting object, and given himſelf 
to prayer, he had overcome the temptation, May we 


avoid every thing which may be an occaſion of ſin, and an 
incentive to fleſhly luſts; eſpecially idleneſs, and a love of 
| ſloth, Let us mind the duties of our ſtation; make a 


codenant with our eyes; and if we would be ſafe, we muſt : 

watch, as well as pray, that we enter not into temptation. = 
he See the miſchievous conſequences of ſin; how one 
leads to another; and what vaſt evil one act of vice is often 0 


big with; how much one ſin needs another to cloak and _ 
| conceal it. Adultery muſt be covered with treachery, 8 


5 making Uriah drunk, and then murdering him. The way 


of ſen is down hill; a man knows not where he will ſtop. The 


beginnings of ſin ought to be dreaded; and the appearances 


of it avoided ; for who can tell where i it will end? Let us 
> daily pray, Lard, lead US not mnto. templation, pul deliver us = : 


5 from evil. 


4. We learn, A God 3 TE fins of his own 1 peo- 2 
8 ple with great diſpleaſure. He muſt ſee it and be diſpleaſed 
vith it in every one: but the fins of his peculiar people 
_ are moſt of all diſpleaſing, becauſe there is ſo much of in- 
gratitude 5 
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gratitude and treachery i in them. If any, therefore, are ſo 
preſumptuous and wicked as to encourage themſelves in ſin 
by this example, or to palliate their erimes, by pleading 
what David did, let them know that the diſpleaſure of | 
almighty God will follow them, And the ſacred hiſtorian, 
in the account of the unparalleled evils which came on 
David's family, yea, he himſelf in his penitential Pſalm 
(Pſalm li.) compoſed on this occaſion, has ſhown us what 
an evil thing ſin is, and what bitterneſs it will be in the 
Z end. Sſand i in awe, therefore, and fin 1 not. ; 


CHAP. XII. 


. have in this chapter David's repentance for his 2 fn; 1; 


and the. Z 
judgment threatened to his family; the child's — the birth 


| Nathan's parable ; the application of it to Davi 


of Solomon; and the taking of Rabbah, 


not neceſſary that there ſhould be an exact reſemblance in every 


Particular. Some things were only ornamental. Nathan had been 
uſed to come on theſe occaſions, to complain of irregularities ia 
the kingdom! and ſee that the king did i Jultice to the ers, 


N D the Loxp ſent Nathan unto > David: 5 And 
: he came unto him, and ſaid unto him in a 7 Para- : 
= "MO. There were two men in one city; the one rich, 
2 and the other poor, The rich [man] had exceeding 
3 many flocks and herds : But the poor [man] had no- 
thing, ſave one little ewe lamb, which he had bought 
and nouriſhed up: and it grew up together with him, 
and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and 
drank of his own cup, and lay in his boſom, and was 
unto him as a daughter, exceedingly dear and beloved, 
1 4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
e Tbis was . he” child was 1 when the PERS mw. 
| known, and came to be publickly talked of. It is probable that 
David repented before this; but Nathan was ſent to bring hin 
do a publick acknowledgment, that he might give glory to God, 5 
„and be a warning and admonition to others. 
7 This was a prudent and reſpectful way of cevroving, and 


after the manner of the eaſtern nations, by Which David was 
brought to condemn himſelf. As this was the great deſign, it was 
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1 to take of his own flock and of his own herd to 
dreſs for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; 
but took the poor man's lamb, and drefled it for the 

ß man that was come to him.“ And David's anger was 
greatly kindled againſt the man; and he faid to Na- 
than, [As] the Loxp liveth, the man that hath done 
this [thing] ſhall ſurely die, or, is worthy to die, becauſe | 

| there was ſo much cruelty in it, being done out of wantonneſs 

6 and tyranny, and not from any neceſſ iy. And he ſhall 
reſtore the lamb fourfold, (according to the law, Excdis 

xxii. 1.) becauſe he did this thing, "and becauſe he had 
7 no pity. And Nathan faid to David, Thou [art] the 
man; that guilty perſon whom thou haſt accuſed and con- 
denmed.* Thus faith the LorD God of Iſrael, J anointed 
tthee king over Iſrael, and I delivered thee out of the 
s hand of Saul; And J gave thee thy maſter's houſe, and 
thy maſter's wives into thy boſom, and gave thee the 
houſe of Ifrael and of Judah; and if [that had been] too 
little, I would moreover have given thee ſuch and ſuck 
d 9 things. Wherefore hen haſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
mandment of the Log, to do evil in his fight ? thou 
haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with the ſword, contrived 
the murder of that brave man by the ſword of the enemy; 
and haſt taken his wife [to be] thy wife, and haſt ſlain 
him with the ſword of the children of Ammon; ie 
repeats this, intimating that he had murdered him that he 
might take his wife, which was contrary to the law againſt 
10 multiplying wives. Now therefore the ſword hall never 


_ depart from thine houſe ; becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed 55 : 


3 me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
0 | thy 1 


2 He might have added: 7 he Sew the 1 man, that he ae” | 


107 tell; but this would have ee the Wale too Hoſe, — 5 


David would: have. ſeen it too ſoon. 
The prophet here ſpeaks, not as a petitioner for he poor man, 5 
but as an ambaſſador from the God of heaven. David's fin was 
aggravated by all his obligations to God, in raising him to ſuch 
dignity from low cir cumſtances; he had given him Saul's eſtate and 
family to diſpole of as he pleaſed, and dominion over all the twelve 
tribes; and if that was not enough, he might only have aſked, 


and God would have given him ſuck. things. as he wanted, and 
could reaſonably deſire. eee 
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21H thy wife. Thus faith the Lozp, Behold, T will falle 


up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe, and ] wii] 
take thy wives before thine eyes, and give [them] unto 
thy neighbour, to one who is moſt near to thee,* and he 


12 ſhall lie with thy wives in the fight of this fun. Por 


thou didft [it] ſecretly: but I will do this thing befor: 
1 3 all Iſrael, and before the ſun. And David ſaid unto 
Nathan, I have ſinned againſt the Lon. And Na. 
than ſaid unto David, The Lob alſo hath put : away 
thy fin : ; thou ſhalt not die, neither eternally, nor by any 
ballen fr oke or judgment, according to thy own ſenten.s, 


44 55 5. Howbeit, becauſe by this deed thou haſt given 


great occaſion to the enemies of the Loxp to blaſ- 
pheme, and reproach religion, as if it countenanced ich 
pra'tices, the child alſo [that is] born unto thee, fhall 

| ſorely die. By this God vindicated his own juſtice, inain- 
ainee the truth and purity of his religion, and let the world - 

| y; 2 how much he wos diſpleaſed with David's crime, 


3 5 And Nathan departed unto his houſe. And the 


Lorp fruck the child that Uriah' 8 wife bare unto Da- 


5 16 vid, and it was very ſick. David therefore beſoug/: ” 


God for the child; and David faſted, and went in, 
is cloſet, or fome retired place, and lay all night upon 


57 the : earth, And the elders of his houſe, he princip 


ofjicer, 


9 > This 3 was | fulfilled. in hs death of Abfatom; Am: uon, 
and Adonijah, who all fell by the ford, and ſo did many of hi 
remote deſcendants, efpecially when the whole royal houſe, ext 

one, was flain by Es and Zedekiah's ſon Was din befor: | 
bis eves. | . 
e This Was bis" own. 1 Abſalom,” oh foread his tent arobably 

on the very houſe top from whence. David ſaw: Bath-ſheba, au. 


{ebauched his father” 8 Wives in the light of all liracl. "00. chap 


; vi. 55 


Tt. Perhaps David did not IN ck more than this upon t 
ICC: 1130N 3 bis heart was ſo full that he cried out in a truly peni. Ns 


tent manner, with bluſhing and tears, I Jae ſinned againſt tit 
Tera. And God, ſeeing that his repentince was lincere, directe. 
Nathan to aſſure him of pardon thereupon. 8 
„ Long preceding repentance might qualify him ths: this Gil 
play of mercy, The thirty-ſecond, and other penitential pſalms, 


{een to prove this, But as the in was publick, ſo the repen. 


* tance. mult be; and he com poſed the hifty-firit plalm to be turns 


publickly in the e while” he Fan himſelt before the 


| throne of. mercy. 
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officers about his court, aroſe, ſand went] to him, to 


raiſe him up from the earth, and intreated him not to . 


give way to exceſſive grief, but take care of his health + but 


he would not, neither did he eat bread with them os 
uſual, but faſted, wept, and prayed, in hopes that the treat- 


18 ening was only conditional” And it came to paſs on the 


ſeventh day after it fell ill, that the child died. And the 
ſervants of David feared to tell him that the child was 


dead: for they ſaid, Behold, while the child was ye 


alive, we frake unto him, and he would not hearken 
unto our voice: how will he then vex himſelf, if we cell 
19 him that the child is dead? But when David ſaw that 


his ſervants whiſpered, David perceived that 


181 V Oh 


29 the child dead ? And they ſaid, Fe is dead. Then 


David aroſe from the earth, and waſhed, and anointed 


lA 


Chimſelf,] and changed his apparel ; <oit/; o eat refirnn- 
lion and reſolution he put off his mourning havit, and came 


into the houſe of the Lonp, In the tent which * 2s es 
vided for the ark, and worſhipped, returned tha; 6 TIF. 
the pardon, expreſſe 74 his ſubmiſſion to the divine « 5 d 8 
 intreated God to moderate and ſanuctiſy the aff 2 3 then 
he came to his own houſe; and when he required, they 
21 ſet bread before him, and he did eat, Ihen ſaid his 


ſervants unto him, What thing [is] this s that thou haſt 
done? thou didſt faſt and weep for the child, [while it 
was] alive; but when the child was dead, thou didſt 


22 riſe and eat bread, And he ſaid, While the child was 


yet alive, I faſted and wept : 1 ſaid, Who c an tell 
- [whether] God will be gracious to me, that the child 


27 may live ?5 But now he is dead, wherefore ſhould 1 


+ & 


faſt ? can I bring! him back a 2 gain? 4 alnr let mg prepare 


1's 


fin, and partly out of his great love to Bach-theba, Beſides, We 
are ſometimes ready to value things according to the diftreſs and 
trouble which they coſt us. af, EY 

2 This was a truly heroic and religions rcaſon: 2 the child 
was alive there was ſome hope that G00 Would reverſe: the len- 


kenee 


there was rcom for prayer. 


the child 
was dead: therefore David ſaid unto his ſervauts, Is 


70 
10 Perhaps he wa he. more Ea rack t on chile occaſion, partly bes 
cauſe he . dee the child's death as à puniſh ment for 
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40 


25 and the Lonp loved him. And, as a token of reconcilia. 
tion to father and mother, and love to the child, he ſent by. 


to follow him, for 1 ſhall 80 to him, but he ſhall not 


return to me. 


And David comforted Bath- ſheba his wife, who Was | 
greatly diſtreſſed for her fin, and the loſs of her child, and 


he went in unto her, and lay with her: and ſhe bare à 


ſon, and he called his name Solomon, that is, peaceable, 


becauſe he was to enjoy a peaceable reign, 1 Chron, xxii. g. 


the hand of Nathan the prophet ; and he called his 


name Jedidiah, hat is, beloved of the Lord, becauſe of 
the Lend, 


28 


and take it: leſt 1 take the city, and it be called after 
my name. Joab loved his prince, and endeavoured to ri 
lis glory, and he knew the city muſt ſoon ſurrender if the 

29 waters were cut off. And David, according to oa!” 
aadvice, gathered all the people together, and went to 
Rabbah, and fought againſt it, and took it by furn. 

30 And he took their king's crown from off his head, the 
weight, zhat 35, the value, whereof [was] a talent of gold 
with the precious ſtones :* and it was ſet] on David? $ 
head. And he brought forth the ſpoil of the city in 
great abundance. And he brought forth the people 


31 
75 that Le] therein, and | ane {them} under ſaws, and 
1 under 


1 * "ER thinle PTR was das WR David's repentance, and ne 
birth of Solomon; but I rather think the ſege held out io long: 


And Joab fought ind Rabbah of the children of 


Ammon, and took the royal city; made ſuch a breach, tha; 


that part of the city wherein the royal palace ſtood, which wa 


compaſſed with waters, might eaſily be taken,” And Joab ſent 
meſſengers to David, and faid, I have fought againſt 
Rabbah, and have taken the city of waters, got poſſeſian 

of the lower parts of it, and the ſoldiers have retired 4 th: 
er and fronger parts. Now therefore gather the reſt 
of the people together, and encamp againſt the city, 


as the city, Which the word ſignifies, was a large and ſtrong 
place, and a royal city, where the palace was. 
1 Polybius tells us that Antiochus | did ſo by it lame handed 
years after this, 


This crown was worth ſeveral thouſand Pounds, ſome ſay, at 
leaſt hve thouſand, | 
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under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and 
made them pals through the brick kiln: and thus did 


he unto all the cities of the children of Am mon. Sa 
David and all the people returned unto Jeruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 
H 1 8 inſtanoe of God's forgiving aoodneſs, i ' > 


great encouragement to true penitents. David's 
was a complicated and aggravated iniquity, But when the 
heart is truly humble and penitent, God forgives. This 
may give encouragement to the greateſt ſinners to hope in 
the divine mercy, If their hearts are contrite, if they abhor 
and have forſaken their fins. Let the wicked, therefore, 


firſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and tarn 


mito the Lord, and he will have mercy 2 2 2 

2. The fins of God's people are peculiarly ſhameful i in 
themſelves, and diſpleaſing to him, becauſe they give his 
enemies occaſion to blaſpheme. We may ſuppole that the 

profane Iſraelites now triumphed. *© Is this your profeſſor? 
This the ſweet pſalmiſt of Ifrael?? Let thoſe who profeſs 
religion, and a relation to God, walk circumſpectly, and 

not give occafion to thoſe who ſeek for it. Thoſe eſpecially, 
who make any particular profeſſion, ſhould be peculiarly 
cautious, and give no reaſon to the enemies of our wor- 

ſhip to ſpeak reproachfully. If, after iniquity, God ſhould | 
forgive, vet he may fee it neceſſary to animadvert upon it 
in this world; he may bring upon us ſuch heavy calamities, 
as may embitter our whole lives. This was the caſe with 
David. Let profeſſors of religion, therefore, be very care- 
ful fo to behave, that they may at once ſecure the favour 
and friendſhip of Almighty God, and adorn his doErine 

by a holy life and converſation, 


a 3+ The Arguments by which David compoſed is o n 
. e 7 wind 


Ut has been a opinion of "HET perſons, that. dine expreſſion oi 


lates to the ſeverity with which David treated them, and they 

vindicate his doing fo, trom various conſiderations. But it may 
ipnify only putting them under ſuch labours, and making flaves 
of them to do hard and ſervile work. So we ipeak of laying 
men under tribute. It is a common mode of ſpeech in ſevers! 
langu gages. | re ar Ne ne ne DO | C : 


when mourning the death of defirable children. It was a 


fortable one, that it is all in vain to weep and ſorrow; H 


for ever with them, is a ſource of comfort and joy when 


nion, and be in JOINS to the Father of ps and live. 


- * — - — — 
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mind after the death of his child, are very proper for us, 
very ſold conſideration, that all his grief could not recover 
his child. It is a very wile thought, tho not a very com. 


71s no help in us. This ſhows the neceſſity of endeavourin: | 
to compoſe our minds, and not to give a looſe to our 
paſſions, He further reflected, that he ſhould quickly go 
after it, Conſidering himſelf as a mortal creature, he 1 
the folly of exceſſive grief. When friends die, we ſhould 
think of our own death; how quickly we ſhall go after 
them: therefore we have ſomething elſe to do than ſpend 
our time in fruitleſs ſorrow. The words intimate further, 
that, looking beyond the grave, he ſaw ſomething to 
aſſwage his grief, ſome views of future happineſs. The 
proſpe& of meeting our fellow creatures again, and being 


they are taken away. Let us therefore be patient in tribu!: 


SEL TOO IF IN 


. H A b. XII. 


"Nathan bad told David, that Grd would. raiſe up evil in his. 
houſe, and here the threaleniiig began to be fulfilled, Aion 
dell his ft, er, and 1s murdered by Abſalom? s order. 


54 ND it came to paſs after this, that Abſalom the 
ſon of David had a fair ſiſter, whoſe name [was] 
Tamar; and Amnon the ſon of David loved her. An. 

e non was David's eldeſt ſon, and heir to the crown. And 
Amnon was ſo vexed that he fell fick for his ſiſter 

Tamar, the violence of his paſſion injured his health , for 

the [was] a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for 
aiim to do any thing to her; he terror of indulging it itt 
. 3 creaſed his diſorder. But Ad had a friend, 4 / 
C eoufin, who was very intimate with him, whoſe name 
[was] Jonadab, the ſon of Shimeah David's brother : 

and Jonadab [was] a very ſubtile man; very artfu! is 


finding out means to accompliſh his ends, and lie pumped th 
| | [tf 
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4 the fatal ſecret. And he faid unto him, Why [art] thou, 
1 the king's fon, lean, pale, wan, and dejected, 
from day to day? ſeeing thou art the kings ſon, cows mayeſÞ 
command what thou deſireſt, and not be under the reſtraint of 
ordinary men: wilt thou not tell me, and open thy whole 
heart to thy friend ? And Amnon ſaid unto him, I love 

5 Tamar my brother Abſalom's ſiſter. And Jonadab 
' faid unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make 

thyſelf fick : and when thy father cometh to ſee thee, 
ay unto him, I pray thee, let my ſiſter Lamar come, 

and give me meat, and dreſs the me at in my fight, that 

G I may ſee [it,] and eat [it] at her hand.” So Amnon 
laid down, and made himſelf fick : and when the king 

was come to ſee him, Amnon faid unto the king, I 
pray thee let Tamar my fiſter come, and make me a 
couple of cakes in my fight, that I may eat at her 

hand; ie is fo dear to me, that I ſhall eat any thing the 

: better for being areſſed by her, Then David ſent home to 

Tamar, faying, Go now to thy brother Amnon's houſe, 
$ and dreſs him meat. So Tamar, like an obedient daugh- 
ler, a kind ſiſter, and a good houſewife, went to her bro- 
ther Amnon's houſe; and he was laid down, And ſhe 
took flour, and kneaded [it,] and made cakes in his 

9 fight, and did bake the cakes. And ſhe took a pan, 

and poured [them] out before him; but he refuſed to 
eat, pretending that he had no appetite, was grown worſe, ; 
and could not bear company , he would therefore retire into 


an inner chamber, and there try io eat, And Amon 


faid, Have out all men from me. And they went out 
10 every man from him. And Amnon faid unto Tamar, 
Bring the meat into the chamber, that! may eat of 
thine hand. And Tamar took the cakes which ſhe 
had made, and brought [them] into the chamber to 
Amnon her brother; her own innocence and near relation 


V 


OM This wicked courtier, inſtead of reproving him and turning 
his thoughts ſome other way, furniſhed him with an expedient to 
gratity his paſſion, He mult feign himſelf ſick; and When his 
father came to ſee him, complain of his ſtomach, that he wanted 
mething nice, which muſt be prepared in his preſence, by a 
perſon. for whom he had an high eſteem, This was a Plautib! le 


pretence for leeing her at his own houſe, 


U 
as: 
+} 
Ul . 
8 
"Wt 
1 
, . 
: 
by 
Te! 
% 
* 
„ 
1 7 
1 
1. 
14 
IF 
iy 
704 
4 
100 
7 
49 


— - 
8 
* 


— 


— — ——ů— 
3 = hs. 72" bp 7. * 4 
— — 


r 


— — — — — _ 
. D 7 ve © 


— : 
3 EP" : 


nv FAMUED All” 
11 ſhip to Amnon made her think herſelf ſecure. And when 


ſhe had brought [them] unto him to eat, he took hold 
of her, ard ſaid unto her, Come lie with me, my ſiſter; 
he threw off the maſſe, and made an infamous attempt on 
12 her virtue. And ſhe reaſoned with him, and anſwered 
him in the moſs pertinent manner, Nay, my brother, do 
not force me, for no ſuch thing ought to be done in 


13 Iſrael; do not thou this folly. And J, whither ſhall | 
cauſe my ſhame to go? and as for thee, thou ſhalt be 


as one of the fools in Iſrael. Now therefore, I pray 
thee, ſpeak unto the king; for he will not withhold me 


14 from thee.” Howbeit he would not hearken unto her 


voice: but, being ſtronger than ſhe, forced her, and 


lay with her, determined to gratify his brutal paſſion, to 


the inſuperable injury of his amiable and virtuous ſiſter. 


i5 Then Amnon, in conſequence of her reproaches, and, his 
 o20n conſcience recoiling, hated her exceedingly, when he 
ould have hated himſelf ;, fo that the hatred wherewith 
he hated her [was] greater than the love wherewith he 


had loved her. And Amnon, inſtead of uſing any means to 


16 ſooth her grief, ſaid unto her, Ariſe, be gone. And 
ſhe ſaid unto him, [There is] no cauſe : this evil in 
ſending me away [is] greater than the other that thou 


_ didſt unto me.' But he would not hearken unto 


17 her. Then he called his ſervant that miniſtered unto 
him, and faid, Put now this [woman] out from me, 
and bolt the door after her: %s was barbarous and cru! 


Tamar here pleaded, that ſhe was a near relation; that ſhe 
would not ſubmit without violence; that ſuch a thing ought not 
to be done in Iſrael, a nation devoted to God; that it would be 
an inſuperable diſhonour to her; that ſhe could neither drive away 
her ſhame, nor hide it; that he would loſe his reputation, and 
perhaps his crown, and be conſidered as a man void of all re- 
ligion, honour, and humanity. But finding all this would not do, 


ſne intimated, that he was his father's darling, and he would 
deny him nothing, and would therefore give her to him for his 


wife. She urged any thing to divert him from his purpoſe, and 


deliver herſelf from the preſent danger; but all was in vain. 
elt was not a greater ſin, but a greater miſchief, becauſe it 
would publiſh her thame, and be a publick ſcandal on the whole 
family. The firſt injury might be concealed and repented of; 
the ſecond was deliberate, and would bring reproach on himſelf, 


on her, and on the religion and people of God. 


W 
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18 uſage, as if ſhe had been an impudent mntruder. And 


[ſhe had] a garment of divers colours upon her: for 
with ſuch robes were the king's daughters [that were] 
virgins apparelled. Then his ſervant brought ner out, 
and bolted the door after her, _ 


19 And Tamar put aſhes on her head, and rent her- 


arment of divers colours that [was] on her, and laid 
her hand on her head, and went on crying, with all tie 


20 expreſſions of the greateſt grief and deepeſt diftreſs. And 


Abſalom her brother, % who/e houſe ſhe went, ſaid unto 
her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee ? but 


5 hold now thy peace, my ſiſter : he [18] thy brother ; 


regard not this thing.” So Tamar remained deſolate, 
in a forlorn and mournful condition, in her brother Abſa- 


lom's houſe. 
21 But when king David heard of all theſe things, he 
was very wroth, and no wonder, but he did not puniſh 


22 Amnon, as he ought to have dane: - And Abſalom ſpake 


unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad about this 
matter , he did not ſo much as let him know that he was 


5 offended, but cheriſhed his haired, and meditated revenge © - 


for Abſalom hated Amnon, becauſe he had forced his 
2 ſiſter Tamar. And it came to paſs after two full years, 
harbouring all the while his wicked project, and Waiting a 
Fair opportunity, that Abſalom had ſheep-ſhearers in 
Baal-hazor, which [is] beſide Ephraim: and Abſalom 
| invited all the king's ſons 20 the ſheep ſhearing and feſtival. 


24 And Abſalom came to the king, and ſaid, Behold now, 


thy ſervant hath ſheep-ſhearers ; let the king, | beſeech 
thee, and his ſervants go with thy ſervant ; he invited 
25 the king and his family to go, to avoid ſuſpicion. And the 
king ſaid to Abſalom, Nay, my ſon, let us not all now 


go, leſt we be chargeable unto thee. And he preſſed | 


| him: howbeit he would not go, but bleſſed him; 
thanked him [5 his invitation, and iſhed them much joy in 


FFF 


5 »Abſalom covered bia ſuſpicions in the moſt decent and prudent , 
Phraſe; and to ſpare her bluſhes he prevented her anſwering, and 
adviſed her to be compoſed, becauſe the offender was her bro- 
ther. He knew Amnon's character to be a bad one, or he never 
would have — he could be guilty of fock a ching. 
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26 their feaſt, Then ſaid Abſalom, If not, 1 pray thee, 
let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king {aig 
27 unto him, Why ſhould he go with thee? But Abfal lom, 


that there might be no gi ound of ſuſpicion, preſſed him, 3 05 


that he let Amnon and all his brothers the king's _ 
28 go with him. Now Abſalom had commanded his 0 


vants, ſaying, Mark ye now when Amnon's No” = 


merry with wine, and when 1 ſay unto you, Smits 

Amnon ; then kill him, fear not: have not I com- 

29 manded you? be courageous, and be valiant.” And 

the ſervants of Abſalom did unto Amnon as Abſalom 

had commanded. Then all the king's ſons aroſe, and 

every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled, fearing 
at he would deſtroy the while royal family. 

30 And it came to pals, while they were in the way, that 

tidings came to David, ſaying, Abſalom hath flain all the 

+ king's ſons, and there is not one of them left. On 

the attendants, ſeeing Amnon flain, concluded all the reſt cot 

31 ſhare the ſame fate; and he came and told David fo, Then 

the king aroſe, and tare his garments, and lay on the 


earth; and all his ſervants ſtood by with their clothes 


32 rent. And Jonadab the ſon of Shimeah David's 


brother, anſwered and ſaid, Let: not my lord ſuppoſe 


[that] they have ſlain all the young men the King's | 
jons; for Amnon only is dead: for by the appoint- 


ment of Abſalom this hath 55 determined from the 


| 33 day that he forced his ſiſter Tamar, Now therciore | 
let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to | 
think that all the king's ſons are dead: for Amnon 


34 only 18 dead,” But Abſalom Hed, And the young 
man 


Ammon, being the eldeſt tos, he would ow him reſpect; and 
Bis preſence Would be an honour to the company : but the king 
waved this alſo, probably from the ſame principle, that Abſzlom 


NM might not run to too great an expenſe at the ſhearing. 


r Abſalom knew his brother was a debauchee; he thought Ne 
would be drunk, and at ſuch a time leſs ſuſpicious, and leſs ft 
to make reſiſtance. He likewiſe thought his own authority wWou's 
be ſufficient to vindicate his ſervants; and he had probably ſone 
view to the crown, as well as revenge. 

Jonadab concluded this muſt be the caſe, Gs having heard 
Abſalom Expreſs his purpoſe of revenge, and never heard "of any 
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man that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and look- 
ed, and, behold, there came much people Dy the way 
of the hill fide behind him; they came a rowid about way 
70 p vent their being perceived, as they ſtill thought them- 
35 feldes in das ger. And Jonadab, who went out to ſee, 
cane in with the news, and ſaid unto the king, Behold, 
the king's "ſons come: as thy ſervant faid, fo it is, 
26 And it came to pals, as ſoon as he had made an end of 
ſpeaking, that, behold, the king's ſons came, and lifted 
up their voice and wept; and the king alſo and all his 3 
ſervants wept very ſore. | 


37 But Abſalom fled, and went to Talmai 1 


Ammihud, king of Geſhur, (his mother's father, chap. 
iii. 3.) and [David] m mourned for his ſon every day, for 
23 Amnon, who was ſo treacneroiufly Hain. So Abt ſalom fled, 


4 
39 and went to Geſhur, and was there three years, And 


[the ſoul of } king David longed to go forth unto 
Abfalom : for he was comforted concer ning Amnon, 
ſeeing he was dead; s affetion for Abſalom at length got 
the better of his fruitleſs grief for Amnon ; and, unwilling 
1% want the comfort of both hs ſous, he was ſolicitous to ſee 
Abſalom again, and be reconciled to him, if he could tell 
how to ao it without in Nen of His honour and juſtice, 


REFLECTIONS. 


15 HAT a dangerous: enemy is a ſubtile and 
wicked friend | Such was Jonadab to Amnon: 


he flattered and ericourage” him in his wickedneſs, againſt 
_ law and conſcience, and all the good principles by which ; 
the mind can be influenced, It is bad for any, efpecially 
| for young men, when their friends and companions, in- 
ſtead of reproving and admoniſhing them, and warning 


them of the danger of fleſhly luſts, are their counſellors to 


do wickedly, and forward them in evil ways. Young per— 
ſons ſhould be careful in the choice of companions, left 
they learn their Way, follow their counſel, and get a ſaare to 


+ FE e =. e 


quarrel with the reſt of the family. He ſpeaks of the horrid vil- 
liny which he himſelf had contrived, with unparalleled impudence, 
"_ as what gave him no concern. 


232 


among us: My ſon, walk not thou in the way with them, refrain 


Huaſte to ſhed blood. 


unbecoming the greateſt perſonages. Abſalom, tho? he was 
the king's ſon, had his farm, and his ſheep-ſhearing. His 

| ſiſter was as eminent for her good houſewitery as for her 
beauty, and did not think domeſtick employments were 
beneath her: ſhe was not afraid of ſpoiling the beauty of 
her face, or the whiteneſs of her hands, by kneading and 


domeſtick employments are not below the fineſt lady. And 
it is unhappy for many families in this day that pride and 


dreſſing, gaming, and dancing, and every thing but wil— 


Eſpecially let them not be fond of making entertainments, 


expenſe. 


ful conſequences they involve men in. Amnon could never 
have behaved thus, if he had not been an abandoned fel. 
low. To what infamous lengths did his brutal paſſion lead 


jured ſiſter. But he knew all the guilt lay upon himſelf. 


11. SAMUEL. XIII. 


their ſouls. My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou mot, 7 
they ſay, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, caſt in thy lot 


thy foot from their path : for ther feet run to evil, and make 


2, Following buſineſs and good bulbandey, is no way 


baking. Buſineſs is not beneath the greateſt gentleman; 


idleneſs ſo much prevail; that ſons and daughters learn 


dom, diligence, and good houſewifery. Let parents and 
young people think of the wiſe conſideration which David 
ſuggeſts in v. 25. and ſet out moderately in the world, 


and inviting thoſe who mult neceliarily ms them to great 


3. See the 1 elfects of unbicidicd paſſions; 
what deſperate lengths they carry men to, and what dread- 


him! What dreadful agonies of conſcience and horror muſt 
he have felt, when he could not bear the fight of his in- 


He had brought ruin on his amiable ſiſter, diſtreſs upon 
his pious father, and ſcandal on all Iſrael. May we tm 
to reſiſt temptation z avoid cheriſhing any thought, or har- 
bouring : any defire that is criminal; for, whether oratified 
or not, they will be our torment. Let young people el 
pecially flee youthſul Infls, be ſober- minded, and keep themjerues 
Fre, their minds unſpotted, and all their ideas chaſte 3 and 
watch end pray, that they enter not into temptation. 

4. We fee here how abominable malice. and revenge. 


arc, 


u. SAMUEL. XIV. 232 


are. What infamous characters were both David's ſons; 

Abſalom hated Amnon, and concealed it for two years, 
without ſhowing ay ſigns of! it. He cloaked his wicked 
defign with the | pretcnce of civility and kindneſs, See into 
| what a devil inculged malice and ill- nature can turn a man, 
What a torment muſt he have been to himſelf for thoſe. 
two years. Let us guard againſt a revengeful ſpirit, How- 
ever we may be injured, we are forbid to revenge our- 
ſelves. Guard againſt rancour and hatred ; for he that 
 lateth his brother, is a murderer ; and we know that no mur- 
derer hath eme life — in him, 


* 4 r 


CHAP. -XIV. 
In the forn mer chapter Abſalom was outlawed ; in this we have 
the method which Foab took to have him reſtored ; by artifice 


he gains judgment in his favour, and has orders to bring him 
home; ; he returns to court, and his perſon is deſcribed. 


OW Joab the fon of Zeruiah perceived that the 
king's heart [was] toward Abſalom ; that the 
2 king longed to ſie him, but wanted a fair pretence, And 
Joab ſent to Tekoah, and fetched thence a wiſe woman, 
and faid unto her, 1 pray thee, feign thyſelf to be a 
mourner, and put on now mourning apparel, and 
anoint not thyſelf with oil, but be as a woman that had 
3 a long time mourned for ihe dead: And come to the 


king, and ſpeak on this manner unto him. So Jab 


4 put the words in her mouth. And when the woman of 

_ Tekoah ſpake to the king, ſhe fell on her face to the 

ground, and did obeiſance, and ſaid, Help, O king. 
1 3 And the king ſaid unto her, What aileth thee? And 

ſhe anſwered, 1 [am] indeed a widow woman, and mine 

5 huſband iS dead. And thy handmaid had two Tn, and 

0 they 


n Jos 8 this: matter in order. to ingratiate himſelf with 


David, and wich Abſalom, who was heir to the crown. He choſe 


4 woman, as they more eaſily expreſs their paſſions, and gain 
Pity to their misfortunes; he brought her from a diſtance, that 
me king might not immediately ſend to cnquurs | into the caſe. 
She appeared in the habit of a mourner. 
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the, ſpeak [one] word unto my lord the king. And 
"FM 


2 
— — 


234 


IH. S AM U EL. 1 


they two ſtrove together in the field, and [there was 
none to part them, but the one ſmote the other, and 
ſtew him; e pretendd fbe had loft her huſband and one ſon, 
and was in great danger of loſin ing the other, And, behold, 
the whole tamily 1s "riſen againſt thine handmaid, and 


they ſaid, Deliver him that ſmote his brother; that we 
may kill him, Mr the life of his brother whom he flew; 


and we will deſtroy the heir alſo, and hel the inheritance 
will be their's : and fo they ſhall quench my coal which 
is left, my 41% remaining comfort, which is like a ſingle £9] 


imma leap of aflies, and my only hope of ent kindling _ Ts, 


and ſhall not let ve to my hu bag neither] name no! 


- remeinder upon tne earth. And the king faid Uni 


woman, Go to thine houſe, and L will give charge con. 


oll bear the gui and Prinifhment, A a: le king and ns 
10 
faith [aught] unto. thee, or attempts 10 ſeize thy fi 

bring him to me, and he ſhall not touch thee any more. 


11 Then ſaid ſhe, I pray thee, let the king remember tt 


1 \ j CA 7 A CL * 
Cer hing, t e 7 THAY / it J ſon HIGY be Je CU? "7 Fen N And 


woman of I ckoah ſid unto the EI ing, My Wa 0 
king, the iniquity [be] on me, and on my father's. 
houſe; 5 if 1 hat Te 4 TiO 2 7 n 2 T, 27 j OT! i: 2 4D 15 Land my fit . | 


throne [be] allles. And the king bid, Wholoever 


| Loxrp thy God, thy promiſe made in God's preſence, thi 
thou wouldft not ſuffer the revengers of blood to de 
ſtroy any more, leſt they deſtroy my fon. And hc 


ſaid, [As] the Logp liveth, there ſhall not one 91 5 


of thy ſon fall to the earth. Thus ſhe artfully drew ſum 
10 confirm it by en cath, that ſhe might be entirely ſatis eh... 


Then the woman ſaid, Let thine handmaid, I pray | 


he faid, Say on. And the woman proceeded to open tht 
meaning of the parable, and ſaid, Wherefore then haſt 


thou thought ſuch a thing as I have been ſpeaking © 605 
againſt the people of God: the whole COmmontwenttih 0, 


Jirael, cli ore affected and grieved at Abſalom's exile ? bs 5 

the king doth ſpeak this thing as one which is faulty, 

in that the ing doth not fetch home again his baniſhci, 
who 15 a greater lofs to Iſrael than my ſon can be 10 . 


Toning could ec. ife this belancſs, . lier knowledge 0 


Dar ids 


14 
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David's offefiion for Abſalom, For we muſt needs d 555 60 


muſt die, Amnon is irrecoverebly gone, David muſt die, and 


the kingdom are in diſtreſs for a ſucceſſor, who is 19% ; Jani. 
ed from us, and we are] as water ſpilt on the g. round, 
which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth e 30d 


reſpe&t [any] perſon; yet doth he deviſe mean: 5 0, 


Vecauſe God hath not taken away his liſe, he 700 alſo deviſed 


el 
— 


means that his baniſhed be not expelled from him; e 
hath not immecli zately deſlroyed Abſalom, he hath left room ſor 


muercy, hath provided cities of refuge, and this ſhown lis 
15 patience and clemency. Now therefore that! am come 5 
peak of this thing unto my lord the king, [it is] be- 


ö ae the people have made me afraid, by their uncafe 


16 


Uh 1155 8 
and diſcontent : and thy handmaid ſaid, I will now {pea le 


unto the king; it may be that the king will pertorm 


the requeſt ot his handmaid. For the king will hear, to 


deliver his handmaid out of the hand of the man that 


would] deftroy me and my fon togeth er out of the in- 


heritance of God; / he world fave her ſon for her ſake, 
much more Abſalom for the peoples ſake, Then 


thine. 


handmaid faid, The word of my lord the king ſhall 
now be comfortable: for as an angel of God, fo [is] 
my lord the king to diſcern good and bad, to dijuiuguiſii 
_ between a reaſonable and an unreaſonable 7 queſt : therefore 


u 


the Lon p thy God will be with thee, w2ll direct thee to ; 


judge aright, and incline thee to ſhow mercy. Then the 
king anſwered and ſaid unto the woman, Hide not from 


me, I pray thee, the thing that I ſhall aſk thee, And 


33 


the woman ſaid, Let my lord the king now ſpeak. 


And the king, thinking /he durſs not venture on this with. 


out being ſet on by ſome greater perſon, faid, [Is not] the 
hand of Joab with thee in all this? He ihought Joa was 


_ moſt likely, as he was Abſelon” friend. And the woman a 5 
anſwered and faid, [As] thy ſoul liveth, my lord the 
king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left 


mg trom aught that my lord the king hath ſpoken : 


for 
thy ſervant” Joab, he bade me, and he put all theſe 
words in the mouth of thine handmaid : To fetch 


about this form of ſpeech hath thy ſervant Joab done 


| this thing: r and my lord lis] vile, according to the 


= wiſdom — 


236 H. 8 M U E 2 L. XIV. 
| wiſdom of an angel of God, to know all [things] that 
| [are] in the ear th; Nuding it in vain to diſſemble, ſhe frech 
acknowledged it, and paid a fine compliment to David, « 790% 
could ſo eaſily ſee thro the deſigns of men. 
21 And the king faid unto Joab, Behold now, Fw 
1 done this thing: fo theretore, bring the young min | 
22 Abſalom again. And Joab fell to the ground on his 
face, and bowed himlelf, and thanked the king: and | 
Joab ſaid, To day thy ſervant knoweth that 15 Ni 
found grace in thy ſight, my lord, O king, in tha: the 
23 king bath fulftlled the requeſt of his Terv rant," 5 
Joab arole and went to . and brought 4 Ahſalom 
24 to Jeruſalem. And the king ſaid, Let him turn to 5 
____ own. houſe, and let him not Tee my face. So Abſalom 
returned to his own houſe, and ſaw not the king's 
face; David would not permit him to come to court, þ W 
 Feſofved flill to morlify ana puniſh him, to fhow the 5ropie 
nis deteftation of the horrid crime he had committed, © 
25 But in all Ifrael there was none to be ſo much 
praiſed as Abſalom for his beauty: from the ſole of lis 
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"= foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemiſh 
26 in him, And when he polled his head, (for it was at 
mie year's end that he polled [it:] becauſe [the hair! 


F | Was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed 
| the hair of his head at two hundred ſhekels after the 
| 27 king's weight.” And unto Abſalom there were born 
| * three ſons, and one daughter, whoſe name [was]. 
15 Tamar: : ſhe was a woman of a fair countenancte. 
23 So Abfalem dwelt two full years in Jeruſalem, and 
: 29 faw not the king's face. Therefore Abſalom ſent for 
Joab, to have tent him to the king, but he would not 


7 1 e eme 
Ll VV Joab en ie | it as the greateſt obligation the king could 
HE! cConfer upon him, and a mark of his ſpecial favour ; tho? at the 
Wh lame time he knew it was the greateſt kindneſs that could be 
N done to the king. It was a fine piece of. Sony and addreſs 


Win | from this artful courtier. 
i | The weight of his hair as here mentioned, Was ; prodigious 5 
185 8 1 upwards of three pounds. But 1 thiok it may rather refer to 


1 its value, as the word fignifics both che weight of goods, | and 
dhe value of money. _ 
v8 * 'T heſe probably died young, for we read afterwards that he” 


11-8 had none. 
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come to him: and when he ſent again the Fecond time, 
20 he would not come.) Therefore he ſail unto his 
| ſervants, See, Joab's field is near mine, and he hath 
barley there; go and ſet it on fire, And Abfalom's 
31 ſervants ſet the field on fire, Then Joab aroſe, and 
came to Abſalom unto [his] houſe, 20 expoſtulate cvitł 
him, and ſaid unto him, Wherefore have thy ſervants 
g2 ſet my field on fire? And Abſalom anſwered Joab, 
| Behold, I ſent unto thee, ſaying, Come! hither, that 

I may ſend thee to the king; to ſay, Wherefore am I 
come from Geſhur? it had been! good for me [to 
have been] there ſtill: now therefore let me ſee the 
king's face; and if there be [any] iniquity in me, let 

33 him kill me. So Joab came to the king, and told 
him: and when he had called for A! falom: he came 
do the king, and bowed himſelf on his face to the 


ground before the king: and tlie 28 Killed Abſalom, 
8 and © was reconciled 707 him, 


REF *LECTIONS. 


4 HE 3 of God's Grbears ance and long- ü 
ſuffering toward ſinners, will have an happy. 
-nfluorce to promote religion, eſpecial] ly thoſe branches of 
it, clemency and mercy. God does not execute his ſentei e 
apainſt them immediately; he has made proviſion to 3 
home his baniſhed ſeed, to reſtore ſinners; and has ap- 
pointed ſacrifices un der the law, and the ſufferings of 
Chriſt under the goſpel, for this kind pr rpoſe. | This! + os 
proper expedient and an honourable w ay 0 of doi ng it. Let 
finners therefore remember, that it is their own fault if 


by 4 are not reſtored. 1 his ſhould d lead 1 us to be merciful 
| 8 wy 5 and 


Jo Abſalom had e defions | in his head „ WH hich could not 
be effected whilſt he was kept from court. But Joab, like aan 


old politician, would not go to kim, 5 Tic the king would be 
angry if he ſhould preſs him, or mY Hſalom's popularity mou! 4 
eclipſe him, and leffen his ſtare in the TE 8's favbur. 5 
He expreſſes no ſenſe of any injury done to Joab, and is angry 
that he did not come when he defired Fim. He then ſends kim with 
an impudent meſſage to the king, ta, let him know that he bad 
rather die than not ſee him. 1. Was preſum option on his father 5 | 
fondneſs for him that made bim tals in Wits high Krain. 
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8 
His out tſide beauty concealed a proud, baſe, malignant 
ſoul. This would be a poor commendation of a woman, and 
much [eſs f ſo of a man. Let us not be proud of external 
accompliſhments, but ſeek the beauties of the mind, the 

ornaments of wiſdom, virtue, meekneſs, and humility. 
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain; out every one wha 


che people to himſelf, as David's luce eſlor, | 
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and coimpa aflionate, even as our Father in heaven is 2 502 


Beloved, if God ſo loved 4s, we ought alſo to love one anothe 

2. We ſee that a handſome perſon. ſometimes overs s 2 
deformed foul, v. 25. But in all Tſrael there was none to be 
9 much praiſed as Abſalom for tus Teagiy: Nothing is ſaid 


2 
1 
1 
1 


his wiſdom and piety; he was only the fine gentleman, 


— 


feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed. : 
3. See how wiſe and good men may be deceived and im- 
poied upon by their children, eſpecially when they are over 


fond of them. David forgave Abſalom's horrid crime, 


admitted him to favour, and cheriſhed a viper in his on 
boſom. Affection blinds the eyes. Parents ſhould judge 


wiſely and . even of their own children, and treat 


them according td their deſerts; elſe they will prove a grief 


of heart to them, as we ſhall afterwards find this proud - 


wretch did to David ; and, if they prove rebellious and 


diſobedient, the more fond they are of them, the Seu : 
mw ill be their torment and vex ation. . 


CHAP. xv. 


111 hich] is an account of Ave nlom's rebellion ; of David's agb 


from Jeruſalem, gud | lig Men are 40 defeat 1 Phe Th 
ur rectian. HED 


1 N D it came to P. afs 3 he th 118, chat A ) bfalom pre- : 
pared him chariots and horſes, and fifty men to 


55 3: run Tak him.“ And Abſalom roſe up early, 4 ſho! 


elfe denial, diligence, aud concern for the publick good, and 
ſtood beſide t the wa ay of the gate + : and it Was [{0,} _ 
Wel! 


t 2 Some e he took . ge of David's ſickneſs to do 
this; and by a grand equipage to attract the eyes and minds 0! 
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when any man that had a controverſy came to the king 
for ju dgment, then Abfalom n alles unto him, and faid, 
Of what city art] thou? And he ſaid, Thy ſervant 


[18] of one of the tribes of Ifracl. And Abſalom fd 


2 

3 Dion f 
_unto him, ee, thy matters (ar e] FOG and Tight, ut. 

there is! no man 4 n of the 5 to hear thee; 


— 


the king is old and infirm, his counmſollors are bad, and his. 
_ miniſters wicked, This was a falſe and 1 5 ſinlation. 
Abſalom ſaid morcover, Oh tha t 1 were made judg YC in 
the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or cauſe 
might come unto me, and 1 wo: d do him JURICE, Abe 


7077 Al ini; but he 


ſalom, to humble his pride, had 19 pi & 
pretended to have à publick ſpir it, 45 1.4 he was willing to 


6 


5 ſerve every one, and that juſtice was not naw dons, And 
it was ſo,] that when any man came nigh to him] to by 


do him obeiſance, 10 honour ſiim as the king*s ſon, he ce 
not permit him to bow himſelf, but ſhowed the greateſt afa- 
bility and affeFion, and he put forth his han 14, and took 


6 him, and kiſſed him. And on this manner did Abſa- 


lom to all Iſrael that came to the king for zuddgment: : 
ſo Abſalom ſtole the hearts of the men of Iſracl; 15 


rel; 7 4e 


_ | beautiful per, lan O hein 18 5 7 of "#4 WP \# en. ee 75 62 TH4 „ theſe (15 ful 


* 
62 


19 muations, gained er Of 


O EK 


7 And it came to paſs After forty years 5 David's: 
i y 5 
anointing, and four years after. Ris reconcillation With is 


_ father, (as Joſephius ana jome anlieut 4 verfrans ! ; tel ts ;) that 


s#-.4 14.0 
iP 4 > 4d 


Abſalom ſaid Unto the king 1 7 7 pray thee, 10e To ie 3 | 


4 


and pay my vow, Which! have vowed u Into th 


in Hebron; he pretended prety 5 the more -eafuy 40 3 


fry 
* 


8 fathers conſent, For thy ſervant vowed a vow. while 1 
abode at Geſhur in Syria, ſaying, If the 1.00 > hall 5 
bring me again indeed to Je; rulaſem, then I 10 1 ſerve 
the Lozp. He adopted the patriarchal file, and intimated, 


1 


8 75 
that tho” he was tempted oy tus gr ani} 2 gie end . 40 


; ſerve the gods of Gefpur, yi he contis Et 


E 
Aa fre GAY v9 20 | engl 2.1. we 
3 7 77 4 7 75 75 42 174 1 553 | LE 
2 And the go king, 4 rghted 2 24 this, ſaid unto him , (59 
8 > Abſalom upon a very fight ; hearing gave judgment in his 
Zavour; and if the cauſe Was fer him, 1 wouls confirm. 75 
Ppinion_ of Abſalom's wiſdom ; bur : 2 againſt him, he would think 
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5 16 king ſhall n And the — went forth, and all 


ple were lo much corrupted. 
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10 j in peace. So he aroſe, and went to Hebron.“ = 


Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the tribes of Iſrac 
ſaying, As ſoon as ye hear the ſound of the oy 
then ye ſhall ſay, Abſalom reigneth in Hebron; hi; 


11 will animate them to come to my ſtandard. And with 


Abſalom went two hundred men out of Jeruſalem, [that 
were] called 40 grace the ſolemnity, and partake of the feaſt; 
they were men of fortune and reputation, and his father 5 
— friends, that he might ſuſpect nothing; and they went in 
their fimplicity, and they knew not any thing; they 
went only to wait on him as the king's ſon, not in the c 


12 ſuſpecting his deſign. And Abſalom ſent for Ahithophel 


the Gilonite, David's counſellor, from his city, [even] 
from Giloh, while he offered ſacrifices.“ And the con- 
ſpiracy was ſtrong ; for the people increaſed continually 
with Abſalom ; hey came under pretence of joining in the 
ſacriſice, and e rhe king's Pu. in lleſe att 97 ve. 
Sion. | 


1 3 And there came a meſſenger to David, ſaying, The 
: 14. hearts of the men of Iſrael are after Abſalom. And 


David ſaid unto all his ſervants that [were] with him at 
Jeruſalem, Ariſe, and let us flee; for we ſhall not 
lelſe] eſcape from Abſalom: make ſpeed to depart, 
leſt he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us, 


2 5: and ſmite the city with the edge of the ſword. And 


the king's ſervants ſaid unto the king, Behold, thy 
| ſervants [are ready to do] whatſoever my lord the 


his 


OS Aoi ke' 1 was 7 EE 9 here David 3 kb reign. 11 Was 
rde chief city of the tribe of Judah, next to Jerafalem ; much 
celebrated in the patriarchal Times, and famous for its high pl: ces, 
where they ſtill ſacrificed, 
2 Ahithophel was capable of doing. rent miſchief,” as he was. 
one of David's privy counſellors. Some ſuppoſe that he was angry 

at David's affair with Bath-ſheba, who was his grand daugllei. 
He was too cunning to think of coming, till he ſaw What pcop'e. 
joined Abſalom, and whether his ſcheme was likely to ſuccecd. 


David choſe to leave Jeruſalem, that he might prevent a ſur- 


prize, and not expoſe it to the horrors of a ſiege. He did not 
know how it ſtood affected to him, as Abſalom had many ad- 
| herents there. He could more eaſily raiſe an army in the country, 


where neither the morals nor the political principles of the ro” 
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his houſchold after him. And the king left ten women, 

which were] concubines, to keep the houſe ; ſuppoſing 

that their ſex, and their relation ts him, would preſer ve enn 
17 from inſult, And the king went forth, and all the peo- 


ple after him, on foot, in a mourning condition, and tarried 


in a place that was far off, 70 refreſh themſelves, to wait 


, 18 for others to come up, and put them in order, And all his 


ſervants paſſed on beſide him, and all the Cherethites, 
and all the Pelethites, and alt the Gittites, ſix hundred 


men which came aſter him trom Gath, palſed on before 


the king. 


19 Then id the king to Ittai the Gittite, 70 try his reg 


fidelity, Wherefore goeſt thou alſo with us? return to 
thy place, and abide with the king, that is, with Ab- 
/alom : for thou [art] a ftranger, and alſo an exile. 


20 Whereas thou cameſt [but] yeſterday, ſnould I this day 


make thee go up and down with us, and expoſe tee and 3 


thy people to toil and hardſhip ? ſeeing I go whither I 
may, am quite in an unſettled and dangerous fituation, _ 
return thou, and take back thy brethren : mercy and 
21 truth [be] with thee. And Ittai anſwered the king, TO 
and ſaid, [As] the Lox liveth, and [as] my lord the 


king kveth. ſurely i in what place my lord the king ſhall 
be, Werber in death or life, even there alſo will thy 
ſervant be. This ſhowed great courage and fidelity in a 


22 Hranger, when the king's own ſon as a 1 rebel. And David 


_ faid to Ittai, Go and paſs over. And Ittai the Gittite 
paſſed over, and all his men, a" all the little ones that 


4 [were] with him. And all the country wept with a loud 


voice, 10 ſee a brave, juſt, and pious prince reduced to ſuch 
extremities; and all the people paſſed over: the king 


alſo himſelf paſſed over the brook Kidron, and all the 4 


people paſſed over, toward the way of the wilderneſs. 


24 And lo Zadok alſo, and all the Levites [were] with 


SE him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God, os the 


token of the divine preſence, in order to conſult it on proper _ 
 orcaſions, and hoping to draw the people after it; and they 
ſet down the ark of God; and Abiataar went up 70 4 


Vill, until all the people had done paſſing out of the 


25 city. And the — laid unto Zadok, _Cprry back the 


Vor. III. Poe R — k. 


praying; God heard, and ſent Huſhai to him, ( Jeſiua xvi. 2.) 
whom he could truſt in theſe circumſtances. 
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ark of God into the city; reverence for the ark may ſave 
the prieſts from Ab ſalom's reſentment, and perſuade the peg. 
ple to return to their duty: if J ſhall find favour in the 
eyes of the Lokp, he will bring me again, and ſho 


26 me [both] it, and his habitation. But if he thus ſay, 
I have no delight in thee; behold, [here am] I, let 


him do to me as ſeemeth good unto him; I aj 
ready to ſubmit to his will, ſenſible of my ill deſervings. 


27 The king ſaid alſo unto Zadok the prieſt, [Art not] 
thou a ſeer, 4 prophet, and a wiſe, diſcerning man, wn 


_ mighteſt fift Abſalom's counſellors, and remind the people if 
their feally? return into the city in peace, and your two 
Tons with you, Ahimaaz thy ſon, and Jonathan the fon 


28 of Abiathar, See, I will tarry in the plain of the wil- 


derneſs, until there come word from you to certify me 
_ what Abſalom's defigns are, and which way he will ſicer hi; 


: 29 courſe. Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark 


of God again to Jeruſalem: and they tarried there. 


Thus David ſent back the ark, chooſing rather to truſt Gus 
30 Lian it. And David went up by the aſcent of [mount] 


Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covered, and he went barefoot: * and all the people 
that [was] with him covered every man his head, and 
they went up, weeping as they went up. 5 


31 And [one] told David, faying, Ahithophel [is] 


among the conſpirators with Abſalom.5 And David 
ſaid, O Loxp, I pray thee, turn the' counſel of Ahi- 
thophel into fooliſhneſs; either infatuate him to give fob, 


32 counſel, or let it be rejected or defeated as ſuch, And it 


came to paſs, that [when] David was come to the top 
(of the mount, ] where he worſhipped God," behold, 
Huſhai the Archite came to meet him, with his coat 


Hue did this, to expreſs his deep humiliation, ſhame, and con- 
cern. He wept for his own ſins, and for the unnatural behaviou 
$ of Eis ſon, and the marks of divine diſpleaſure that attended it. 


s This touched him very ſenfibly, becauſe he was a wiſe man, 


and knew David's ſecrets, and he took him for his friend; ſec 


un This was the very ſpot where Chriſt wept - there David was 


7 


looking toward Jeruſalem, the ark, and the houſe of God, and 
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| 3 3 rent, and earth upon his head : Unto whom David 
ſaid, If thou paſſeit on with me, then thou ſhalt be a 
burden unto me, being old, and fitter for counſel than for 
34 war, But if thou return to the city, and ſay unto 
Abſalom, I will be thy ſervant, O king; as] I [have 
been] thy father's ſervant hitherto, ſo [will] I now alſo _ 
| [be] thy ſervant: then mayeſt thou for me defeat the 


5 2 5 counſel of Ahithophel. And haſt thou] not there with _ 


thee Zadok and Abiathar the prieſts? therefore it ſhall 


be, [that] what thing ſoever thou ſhalt hear out of the 


king's houſe, thou ſhalt tell [it] to Zadok and Abia- 
5 thar the prieſts. Behold, [they have] there with them 
their two ſons, Ahimaaz Zadok's [fon,] and Jonathan 
| Abiathar's [ſon :] and by them ye ſhall ſend unto 
37 me every thing that ye can hear. So Hufhai David's 
friend came into the city; hie returned ſo ſecrelhy, that it 
das not known he had gone out 40 David, and Abſalom 
came into e . 


REFLECTIONS, 


HI 8 ſtory ſhould inſtruct parents to guard a- 
985 gainſt exceſſive fondneſs for their children; or 
indulgence of them, eſpecially when they diſcover a bad 
ſpirit, and practiſe wickedneſs. They ſhould not raiſe 
their expectations too high; ſhould keep them eſpecially _ 


from pride, and never indulge a proud humour, which 


is a ſource of many evils, and ſometimes the ruin of 
youth. Abſalom was probably flattered for his beauty, and 
his being heir to the crown. This promoted that pride 
which goeth before detruion, and that havighty Jo which 
 Coeth before a fall, 
2. We ſee that thoſe are often moſt ambitious of honour 
and preferment, who are leaſt fit for it. O that I were a 
| Judge! Such a cool, deliberate villain was not likely to dg 
_ Juſtice, who had violated all the bonds of duty, gratitude, 
and. religion.” Humble and modeſt men are the moſt fit 
8 | e ' 9 3 
i It was now as David penned the third pfalm, 4 probably 


the ee where we may ſee the tate of his mind. at this 
time. | | 
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_ perſons for advancement; who will diſcharge their duty 


faithfully, bear their honours and credentials humbly, and 
not think of themſelves more highly than they ought to think, 
3. Tyrannical and factious ſpirits labour to ſupport their 


own - intereſt, and further their ſchemes, by aſperſing the 


adminiſtration, and begetting an ill opinion of it. The 
whole hiſtory of David ſhows, that Abſalom's complaint of 


want of juſtice was ill grounded, and an abominable falſe. 


hood. Thus men often cry out of grievances, and want of 
redreſs, when all that they want is preferment, and to ge: 


into places of profit and truſt. Thoſe who have made the 


leaſt obſervation on publick affairs, muſt have ſeen many 
inſtances of this. Men often cover ill deſigns with ſpecious 


names: and pretend zeal and concern for liberty and the 


publick, when it is frequently no more than the gratifica- 
tion of their own pride and covetouſneſs which they aim 


at, They are preſumptuous, ſelf-willed, and not afraid to ſpeak 
"eolLof Gentle em a dg og peo 


4. The greateſt affliction of a good man is to be driven 
from the houſe and ordinances of God, David ſpeaks of 


this moſt feelingly. He parted with the ark reluctantly, 
and earneſtly deſired, if it were the will of God, to fee it 
again. Thoſe circumſtances which drive holy men from 
God's houſe and ordinances, are peculiarly grievous; and 


their language then is, 1//hen /hall I come and appear before 


| Cod in Zion? How amiable are thy tabernacles! A day in ily 
 eourts is better than a thouſand. —- © „ 


5. Whatever circumſtances a good man is in, he will 
patiently and cheerfully ſubmit to the will of God. He 
may pray, and deſire that God will remove his ſorrow, 


and reſtore this or the other comfort; but if God thinks 
it beſt that he ſhould be humbled and diſappointed, his 
language ſhould be, as in v. 26. let him do to me as ſeemeth 
good unto him. This ſhould be our temper: and in propor- 
tion to our truſt in God's providence, and concern to prac- | 
tiſe our duty, will this temper appear reaſonable ; it will 
become eaſy and agreeable; and be an abundant equivalent 
for the ſorrow we endure, and the comfort of which we are 
deprived, 24 12885 | | a mY 


AP, 
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HAF. XVI. 


David in the laſt chapter was flying, and Abſalom in anale; 
in this we have a further account of their affairs, 


ND when David was a little paſt the top [of the 

”» hill, ] mount Olivet, behold, Ziba, the ſervant of 
Mephiboſheth met him with a couple of aſſes ſaddled, 

puny upon them two hundred [loaves] of bread, and an 

hundred bunches of raiſins, and an hundred of ſummer- 


2 fruits, or figs, and a large leathern bottle of wine. And 


the king ſaid unto Ziba, What meaneſt thou by theſe? 
And Ziba ſaid, The aſſes [he] for the king's houſe- 
hold, for his wives and children when tired, to ride on, and 
the bread and ſummer-fruit for the young men, lie 
Ling's attendants, to eat, and the wine, that fach as be 
faint in the wilderneſs may drink; ' tlie ings I have 
brought be too mean for thyſelf, yet they may ve of ſome uſe 
for thy family : this was very ſeaſonable preſent, now they 
3 were entering the wilderneſs of Fudea. And the king ſaid, 
And where 1s _ Mephiboſheth thy maſter's ſon ? * And 
Ziba ſaid unto the | king, Behold, he abideth at Jeruſa- 
lem: for he ſaid, To day ſhall the houſe of Iſrael re- 
4 ſtore me the kingdom of my father.” Then ſaid the 
king to Ziba, Behold thine [are] all that [pertained] 
unto Mephiboſheth, which he hath forfeited by treaſon. 


And Ziba ſaid, I humbly beſeech thee [that] I may 9 


find grace in thy ſight, my lord, O king; J intimating, 5 
that he valued the King” S ane more That wy &1ft he | 
could befrow 2 A 0 1 
. ä 5 And ; 


K David: 1 rie whether the preſent was Ziba's own, 


or from Mephiboſheth, enquires why he did not come and ſhare 


his fortune, tince he had been ſo kind to him. 


Mephiboſheth thought the family of David was broken, and N 


that the people, when torn by civil wars and their country waſted, 
would be glad to have a king of Saul's houſe, of which he was 
the eldeſt branch. 

n Ziba has been called a falſe villain, od David ed for 


his raſhneſs; but there is no evidence in the ſacred ſtory, that 


what Ziba ſaid was not true. Mephiboſheth appears to me to have 
tormed this ſcheme, which will more folly. PPAR. atterwards, 
when he comes to be examined. — | 
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5 And when king David came to Bahurim, in the tri}; 
of Benjamin, behold, thence came out a man of the fa. 
mily, -or a diſtant relation, of the houſe of Saul, whoſe 
name [was] Shimei, the ſon of Gera: he came forth, 
and curſed ſtill as he came, thinking it would ve peculiar], 
grievous to David now, and that providence juſtified his 
6 conduct. And he caſt ſtones at David, and at all the 
| ſervants of king David: and all the people and all the 
mighty men [were] on his right hand and on his left, 
his rage and malice tranſported him to madneſs, as the hiſ. 
torian hints, when he obſerves how well David was guarded, 
7 And thus ſaid Shimei when he curſed, Come out, come 
out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial; or 5a. 
ther, get out, that is, from the kingdom, from which thay 
8 deſerveſt to be expelled, The Lox hath returned upon 
thee all the blood of the houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead | 
thou haſt reigned; and the Lorp hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy ſon : and, be- 
| hold, thou [art taken] in thy miſchief, becauſe thou } 
9 9 fart] a bloody man.“ Then ſaid Abiſhai, David's 
nuephict, the ſon of Zeruiah unto the king, Why ſhould 
this dead dog curſe my lord the king? let me go over, 
10 I pray thee, and take off his head.“ And the king ſaid, 
What have I to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah ? ſo 
let him curſe, becauſe the Loxp hath ſaid unto him, 
Curſe David, hath given him an opportunity to vent ths 
malice of his heart, to reproach and humble me. W ho ſhall 
then ſay 1% God, who hath permitted this, Wherefore hal: 
11 thou done ſo?” And David faid to Abiſhai, and to al! 
his ſervants, Behold, my fon, which came forth of my 


118 1 1 0 bawes 
_ Fo. u This was perfect railing, for David had ſhed none of their 
| 91 „ blood, but the blood of thoſe who had done ſo, He repreſen: 
Mm him as an uſurper and a tyrant; and mentions Abſalom's re- 
WER! bellion, to ſting and vex him. J po ego 
1455 Ns „There was excellent diſcipline in David's army, or elſe be 


would ſcarce have aſked leave. And David anſwered with ſome 
warmth ; perhaps Joab his brother joined in the requeſt; at eat 
it reflected on him, whoſe murder of Abner was one cauſe of 
this reproach. Ee 6 Os - 
p David knew his guilt in the murder of Uriah, and on this 
5 account he was a blcody man, he therefore patiently and humbl) 
11/7: = ſubmitted to it. e Rage : 
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bowels, ſeeketh my life: how much more now [ may 
this] Benjamite {do it?] let him alone, and let him 


curſe; for the Logp hath bidden him, hath permitted 


this, as part of my puniſhment ; J will ſubmit to God's will, 
12 and prepare for greater evils. But, It may be that the 
__Lorp will look on mine affliction, and that the Logp 
will requite me good for his curſing this day. He durſt 
not be confident, knowing his own fault; but he had ſome 
| hope that God would be as gracious as this man was 
malicious, and that his humble ſubmiſſion might excite the 
13 divine compaſſion. And as David and his men went by 
the way, Shimei went along on the hill's ſide over 
againſt him, and curſed as he went, and threw ſtones 
at him, and caſt duſt; David's paſſing on without taking 
14 any notice, made this madman the more outrageous, And 
the king, and all the people that [were] with him, came 
- weary to Bahurim, and refreſhed themſelves there. 
15 And Abſalom, and all the people the men of Iſrael, 
16 came to Jeruſalem, and Ahithopnel with him. And 
it came to paſs, when Huſhai the Archite, David's 
friend, was come unto Abſalom, that Huſhai ſaid unto 
Abſalom, God fave the king, God fave the king; a 
common compliment, which Abſalom thought was intended for 
17 himſelf, And Abſalom faid unto Huſhai, [Is] this thy 
kindneſs to thy friend? why wenteſt thou not with | 
18 thy friend? And Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, Nay ; | 
but whom the Lorp, and this people, and all the men 
of Iſtael, chooſe, his will I be, and with him will 5 
19 abide." And again, Whom ſhould I ſerve? [ſhould I] 
not [ſerve] in the preſence of his ſon? as J have ſerved 
in thy father 8 N ſo will 1 be in thy preſence. 
40 he 
— Ableton had 1 ie to Low that it was inhuman and 
ungrateful to forſake a friend in diſtreſs. He does not ſay, to my 
Jaller, that would have been a heavy reproach upon himſelf, 
This was an artful ſpeech, He neither prays perſonally for 
Abſalom, nor promiſes him allegiance. He intimates that he was 
not governed by private affection, but conſidered the voice of the 
people as the voice of God; and was bound to 2 the pub- : 
ick good to private affection and obligation. 
* Huſhai inſinuates here, that his friendſhip was not entirely 


Aienated from David, becauſe it Was transferred to his ſon; and 
| har 
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20 Then faid Abſalom to Ahithophel, Give counſel 


* — 
3 2 


21 among you what we ſhall do. And Ahithophel (aig 
_ unto Abſalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, 


which he hath left to keep the houſe; and all Iſrael ſhall 
hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then ſhall 
22 the hands of all that [are] with thee be ſtrong.“ 80 
they ſpread Abſalom a tent upon the top of the houſe, 
the place from whence David had ſeen Both-fheva and 

 Abſaicm went in unto his fatner's concubines in the 


fight of all Iſrael; thus Nathan's prophecy was fulfill:(, 


23 ch. XII. 11. And the counſel of Ahithophel, which 


he counſelled in thoſe days, [was] as if a man h en. 
quired at the oracle of God : ſo [was] all the 1 | 


of Ahithophel both with David and with Abfall m. 
The reaſon why this helliſh counſel was ſo much approved 


«vas, bis high reputation; but in this he appeared rather 
as an or acle of the devil thai as an oracie of God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


_ E here ſee to bet an n height of folly a and v. ack; 
8 Y <dneſs a ſpirit of malice and revenge may wy 
a man. Shimel abuied David, curſed him, belied hin 
threw ſtones at him, tho' he was ſo well guarded, and 5 
did it at the hazard of his life. Paſſionate men are mad- 
men, and know not what they do. Let us be careful to 
rule cur own ſpirits, pray for divine grace to guard us, and 
reſiſt the firſt riſings of wrath and revenge; for we know 
not how far we may be tranſported, what evil we may do, 
or what i injury we may ſuffer. 5 


2. We learn, that the moſt innocent perſons may be 


1 fall &ly cenſured and baſely abuſed : ſo David was. IIe had 
more than once e Saul's life, was at a Giſtance when 
| | he 


that he would not "offend: againſt Dar id by giving him gad 
counſel. The bait took, and Huſbai was admitted to his council. 
8 Abithephe! was A wicked counſellor indecd; he ſtuck at 297 


thing to accompliſh his end. His defign was to make the bre en 
irreparable, that there might be no proſpect of reconciliation, 4% 


that the people might fight ceſperately. Whereas, if a recuncl- 


liation ould. rake Place, all who joincd Abſalom would probably 
Sl Put to dest. 
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he was flain, was kind to Mephiboſheth, and puniſhed 
thoſe that murdered Iſhboſheth ; yet all theſe were laid to 
his charge. We ſhould not think it ſtrange if we are falſely 
accuſed, and condemned, by raſh and paſſionate men, who 
regard neither what they ſay nor do. 

3. Humble, tender ſpirits, will turn reproaches into re- 
proofs, and own the hand of God in them. David knew 
his guiltineſs | in other things, and therefore humbly ſub- 
witten: aud fo ſhould we in like circumſtances, We have 

een guilty of other crimes, if not of thoſe for which we 
re reproached, and God thus brings them to remem- 
brance. His hand ſtrikes us, by the hand or tongue of an 
enemy. The ſtrife of tongues calls us to repentance and 
humiliation. Inſtead of being provoked, we ſhould en- 
deavour to get g90c by it, and imitate the example of Da- 
vid in patience and ju miſſion ; and a greater than David, 
even Chriſt, who, when he was Stila reviled not again. 

4. Many excel in worldly wiſdom, who have no re- 
ligien at all, Ahichophel was an infamous character, tho? 
ſo much reverenced and truſted as a profound en 
Wydom is good, and lagacity uſeful; but honeſty is the 
beſt policy. The fear of tue Lord is true wiſdom, and a good 
; enderftanding have all il chey's thai 1 als 3 . 


—— I 
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A ithophel 5 counſel is overthrown by Huſoa? 65 according to 
God's appointment z ſecret intelligence i 75 «jeg 40 David; and 
ee hangeth himſelf. 


OREOV ER Ahithophel faid unto Able Let 
5 me now chooſe out twelve thouſand men, and 
3 1 wil ariſe and parſue x after David this night.“ And 1 
will 


a A 3 was . and it was a 1 Denn By his 
adherents ſhould be cut of 'The queſtion was, how it ſhould be 
done. Ahithophel had before contrived that the rebellion ſhould 
de continued; here, that it may end in victory. For this purpoſe. 
he would have a thouſand choice men. out of each tribe; and, leſt 
Abſalom ſhould ſpare his father, or come to an agreement with 


him, he would head the, exp? dition himielt, and &t out | that very 
N 1; ht, ; 


258 IL SAMUE LE. XVII. 

vill come upon him while he [is] weary and weak. 
handed, weary with the march, dejfected by the rebellion, 
and before his forces are come together, and will make him 
afraid, ſtrike terror into him by the ſuddenneſs of the attac;:, 
and all the people that [are] with him ſhall flee ; and l 

2 will ſmite the king only, and ſpare the people : And | 
will bring back all the people unto thee: the man whom 
thou ſeekeſt [is] as if all returned; he being once taten 
cut of the way, the reſt will preſently ſubmit to tee: [10] 
all the people ſhall be in peace, and an end be put to !/; 
4 wer at once. And the ſaying pleaſed Abſalom well, 
5 and all the elders of Iſrael.” Then ſaid Abſalom, Call 
now Huſhat the Archite allo, and let us hear likewiſe 
alas he ſaith; tho* this counſel was univerſally agreeadle, 
6 vet Abſalom wiſhed to hear Huſhai's opinion. And when 
Huſnai was come to Abſalom, Abſalom ſpake unto 
him, ſaying, Ahithophel hath ſpoken after this man- 
ner: ſhall we do [after] his ſaying ? if not, ſpeak thou, 
7 give thy opinion freely. And Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, 
* The counſel that Ahithophel hath given [is] not good 
— S8 at this time, will not ſuit preſent circumſtances. For, ſaid 
=: HAuſhai, thou knoweſt thy father and his men, that 
7 they [be] mighty men, and therefore not ſo eaſily ſur- 
prized and vanquiſhed as Alithophel ſuppoſes z and they 
| \be} chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her 
 __ whelps in the field: and thy father [is] a man of war, 
and will not lodge with the people, hey are old, er- 
Pierienced ſoldiers, uſed to hardſhip, and are greatly en. 
9 raged, Behold, he is hid now in ſome pit, or in ſome 
1 IlIother! place, jo that you will not be likely to find him; or 
Fil. / you do, his men will fight deſperately for him: and it 
Wart EO will come to pals, when ſome of them be overthrown at 
3 the firſt, that whoſoever heareth it will ſay, There is a 
=—_ 7: Laughter Jong the People that follow Abſalom : this 
| Dill 


\ w It was 8500 counſel upon Abſalom's e The fooner 5 
1112: , attack —was mace, rhe more likely it would be to ſucceed; 

113% i ſalted Abielem's inclination; he could purſue his pleaſures at 
Wer home, Without being hindered; Ahithophel would take the execu- 
LEE ton Of it upon himſelf, and fave him from imbruing his hand: 
MEE: | in his father blood, which ſome fmall remains of humanity might 
if 1 : hs | make him Wil bay avoid. | 
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10 Will frrike a panick into the reſt. And he alſo [that is! 
valiant, whoſe heart [is] as the heart of a lion, ſhall 
utterly melt: for all Iſrael knoweth that thy father ſis 


a mighty man, and [ they ] which [be] with him [are] 
valiant men, who will purſue their victory with the greateſt 


11 reſolution. Therefore I counſel that all Iſrael, all the 


fighting men in Iſrael, be generally gathered unto thee, 
from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, as the ſand that [is] by 
the ſea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in 
- thine own perion, 70 encourage them with thy preſence, and 
to have the honour of the viblory; which, Ahlithophes 
12 ſcheme will deprive thee of, So ſhall we come upon 
him in ſome place where he ſhall be found, and we will 
light upon him as the dew falleth on the ground, in- 
ſenſibly, plentifully, and uni verſally; and of him and of 
all the men that [are] with him there ſhall not be left 
ſo much as one, we ſhall thus leave no place unſearched, 


13 and ſhall find him wherever he is. Moreover, if he be 


gotten into a fortified city, then ſhall all Iſrael bring a 


ropes to that city, and we will draw it into the river, 


14 until there be not one ſmall ſtone found there.“ And 


Abſalom and all the men of Iſrael ſaid, The counſs! of 
Huſhai the Archite [is] better than the counſel of 
Ahithophel. Abſalomw's men, having a bad cauſe, were 


cowardly, and liked this ſcheme better than AhithophePs, ONE 


becauſe there was leſs danger in it; but the hiſtorion takes 
notice that the hand of the Lord was init; they intended 
one thing, and he another: For the Lorp had appointed 
to defeat the good counſel of Ahithophel, to the intent 
5 the Loßp might bring evil upon Abſalom. 
Then ſaid Huſhai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
e Thus and thus did Ahithophel counſel Abſa- 
lom and the elders of Iſrael; and thus and thus have 1 


16 counſelled. Now therefore ſend quickly, and tell Da- 


vid, ſay ing, Lodge not this night in the plains of the 
vilderncks but lr paſs over; leſt the king be 


ſwallowed 
* This is 8 beautiful fimile of : a | large army overſpreading a 


| country, RE 
All that Huſhai wanted by this: advice was, to gain time for 


avid to gather his forces and pub them in order; and as it 


ſuited Abſalom's vanity and cruelty, he readily fell in with it. 


21 
„ they came up out of the well, and went and told king 
David, and ſaid unto 8 Ariſe, and paſs quickly 


1 


18 


bo 


BEET: foread a covering over the welPs mouth, and ſpread 


20 
doeere ſent lo purſue them, came to the woman ta the 
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ſwallowed up, and all the people that [are] with him 
leſt Abſalom change his meaſures, and follow Alithophe?; 
advice, Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz ſtayed by Fn. 


rogel, the fuller's fountain, for they might not be ſeen 


to come into the city, being well known, and the friend; 
of David; and a wench went, under pretence of fetching 
water, and told them; and they went and told king 


David, Nevertheleſs a lad, one of Abſalom's ſpies, law 


them, and told Abſalom: but they went both of them 
away quickly, and came to a man's houſe in Bahurim, 
who was a friend of David's, which had a dry well in his 


court; . whither they went down. And the woman took 


ground corn thereon, 10 dry in the ſun, and the thing 
was not known. And when Abſalom's ſervants, who 


| houſe, they ſaid, Where [1s] Ahimaaz and Jonathan: 
And the woman ſaid unto them, They be gone over 


the brook of water. And when they had ſought and 
could not find [them,] they returned to Jeruſal em. 
And it came to paſs, after they were departed, that 


over the water: for thus hath Ahithophel counſelled 
againſt you, and we do not know but that his counſel ili 


be followed, Then David aroſe, and all the people that 


[were] with him, and they paſſed over Jordan: by the 


morning light there lacked not one of them that was 


not gone over Jordan; ; Ini it was in the might, not one. 


of them deſerted; nor was one of them loſt in the hurry , 

„ pajeng the river, which was a remarkable providence, 
e 
followed, he ſaddled [his] aſs, and aroſe, and gat him 


And when Ahithophel ſaw that his counſel was not 


home to his houſe, to his city, and put his houſehold 


in cer, and hanged himſelf, and died, and was 


buried 


2 When Alimopbel ſaw which way bin were going, and 


5 that David would gain time, he concluded "that he would get 
ä 
of his treachery and execrable advice. He was alſo vexed to {et 
himſelf flighted, his wile counſel rejefted, and all his ho; ef al 
proſpects blatied ; at once. 


better, and that the "GE would fall on himſelf on account 
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24 buried in the ſepulchre of his father. Then David 
came to Mahanaim, in the tribe of Gad. And Abfalom, 
after he had gathered a great army, according to Huſhars 

_ counſel, v. 11. paſted over Jordan, he and all the men 
of Iſrael with him. : 
25 And Abfalom made Amaſa his 2 7n captain of the 
hoſt inſtead of Joab: which Amaia [was] a man's fon, 
whoſe name [was] Ithra, or ether, an Iſlimaelite by birth, 
but an liraelite by religion or profe fron, that went in to 
Abigail the daughter of Nahaſh, ſiſter to Zeruiah, 
Joab's mother, and David's nepheco, being as OCs: 

wy ſon. So T1frael and Abſalom pitched in the 12215 of 
Gilead. ; 
27 And it came to paſs, when David was come to 
Mahanaim, that Shobi the ſon of Nahaſh of Rabbah of 
the children of Ammon,“ and Machir, he guardian of 
Mephiboſheth, the fon of Ammiel of Lo- debar; and 
Ba ills the Gileadite of Rogelim, a man of great age, 
great wealth, and yet great piety and generoſity of heart : 

28 all theſe Brought beds, and baſons, and earthen veſſels, | 

all houſehold fff and furniture that was neceſſary, and 
wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched {corn,] and 
29 beans and lentiles, and parched [pulſe,] And honey, 
and butter, and ſheep, and cheeſe of kine, for David, 
and for the people that [were] with him, to eat, ſap- 
plies for man and beaſt : for they ſaid, The people [1s] 
hungry, and weary, and thirſty, in the 3 
theſe things therefore will be welcome to them, and their 
being ſo cheerfully brought, was a ſtrong proof of ene 1 
f Balg, and muſh have been peculiariy pleaſing do David. 55 


8 
T7 
5 
* 
— 
* 
05 
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REFLECTIONS. 


EE to what lengths of Hickedrch 8 will 
carry men. It cancels all the ties of relation, gra- 

ttude, and e ; and, made this raſh, mad youth thirſt 
for 


2 He was probabiy ef Ys governor. af the country, in the 
rom of Hanun his brother, who had treated David's ambal- 
ladors fo ill. He might diſapprove that 1adignicy, and ſhowed = 
Nis gratitude by coming ſo ſeaſonah!; to David“ s relief. 
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for his father's blood; even his throne and his kingdom 
would not fatisfy him, without that. He felt no reluctance 
at Ahithophel's horrid ſcheme, May we guard againſt 
ambition and pride, and cultivate the humble graces of 
the goſpel; that we may with confidence appeal to God, 
that our hearts are not haughty, nor our eyes lofty. | 
2. We learn, that the providence of God erm the 
Councils of men to ſerve his own purpoſes. Ahithophel; 
counſel was good for Abſalom, Hufhai's for David; but 
it appears from v. 14. that God had determined before to 
defeat Abſalom's ſchemes, and therefore fruſtrated the 
former, and inclined them to hearken to the other, tho 
againſt all the principles of ſound policy. God has the 
hearts of all men in his hand; he preſides over their coun- 
cils, and, whatever they determine, his counſel ſhall and. 
This is an encouragement for all who fear God to comm! | 
their way to him, and truſt in him to bring it to paſs. 
3. Obſerve, in Ahithophel, the ſad end of pride and li: 
5 appointed expectations. The people believed him to be an 
oracle, and he thought himſelf ſo. And now, to ſce his 
counſel neglected, upon which his ſafety and proviſion de. 
pended, mortified him to ſuch a degree, that he could not 
bear it; and while his foul was loaded with all the horrors 
of guilt, treachery, rebellion, inceſt, parricide, he deſtroyed 


. himſelf; and, to prevent any poſſibility of repentance, died 


in the very act of ſelf. murder. So periſhed the great poli- 
tician of that age! He had wiſdom enough to govern a 
ſtate, but not to rule his own ſpirit. He had compoſure 
enough to ſet his houſe in order, but not to check his 
paſſions, or bear a diſappointment, He took great carc 
of his houſe and family, but none for his ſoul. I hus died 
Ahithophel, es a fool dieth, Oh let not the wiſe man glory it 
His wiſdom, nor the ſtrong man in tis ee, but tet uin that 
 glorieth, glory in the Lord. 
4+ God often raiſes up fries to bis 3 when they 
are in the oreateſt diſtreſs : ſo he did to David here, Shobi 
and Machir, and Barzillai, What a comfort was it to 
him in his ſorrow and baniſhment, to find friends, and 


ſuch friends, who furniſhed him with ſuch ſuitable and 


| ſeaſonable ſupplies. O fear the Lord, ye his ſaints, for tt? 


MM S$AMURETL XVI 25 
ic ua want to them that fear him, Ble ed i is the man who at. 


teth his truſi in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is. The 


lions may lack, and ſuffer huuger , bur t 15 tha ; ſeek the Lor 1 
ſs not want any ou thing. 


D ah. 
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We Jane here David's pre eparetion to engage the rebels ; ths 


defeat of Abſalom*s forces; his death and burial 3 ang the 
- news 125 the victory brought to David. 


ND David numbered the people that ere 
with him, and ſet captains of thouſands and 
2 captains of hundreds over them. And David ſent forth 
a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and 
a third part under the hand of Abiſhai the ſon of 
Leruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the 
hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king {aid unto the 
people, I will ſurely go forth with you myſelf alſo. 
3 But the people, remembering Ahithophel”s advice, to finite 


the king only, and concluding that his life was chiefly aimed : 


at, anſwered, Thou ſhalt not $0 forth: for if we flee 


away, they will not care for us; neither if half of us 


die, will they care for us: but now {thou art] worth 
ten thouſand of us; 1. 7 be mare injury to the kingdom 
end more advantage to the enemy if he was flain, than thiou- 
ſands of them; but if he lived he would be able to raiſe new 
farces to oppoſe their deſign : therefore now [it iS] better 
that thou flay there and ſuccour us out of the city. 
4 And the king ſaid unto them, What ſeemeth you beſt 
I will do.” And the king ſtood by the gate ſide, en- 
cquraging and praying for them, and all the people came 
5 out by hundreds and by thouſands, And the king 


_ commanded Joab and Abiſhai and Ittai, ſaying, [Deal! . 


_ gently for my fake with the young man, Jo: with 
0 Abſalom 


| b This "RET his mind 180 EY 1 as * feel in 
going out againſt one of his own ſubjects, and fighting againſt 
his lon; and no doubt providence overruled * that he might 
:0t interpoſe to fave Abſalom” I lite. = 


or fait, See e e 1 
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Abſalom: 45 if his fault was rather 10 be imputed ts f., 
woutt: than his nature; from paternal affeftion, and a pig; 
concern that he might live to repent of his folly and wicked. 
neſs, he deſires to ſave him. And all the people heard 
when the king g gave all the Ns CR nnen concer ning 
1 5 Abſalom. es 
6 So the 1 went out into the field againſt Iſrael; 
7 and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; Where 
the people of Iſrael were flain before the ſervants of 
David; and there was there a great flaughter that day 
8 of twenty thouſand [men.] For the battle was 1555 
ſcattered over the face of all the country: and the wood 
devoured more people that day than the {word de- 
voured.“ 
and Abſalom met the ſervants of David, 2% , 
Should ſeem made no attempt to ſeize him, And Abſalom 
rode upon a mule, and fied haſtily ; and the mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head 
caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between 
the heaven and the earth; and the mule that [was] 1 | 


Io der him went away, "And a certain man ſaw | it, J and 


told Joab, and faid, Behold, 1 faw Abſalom hanged in an 


II oak, And Joab ſaid unto the man that told him, And 


behold, thou ſaweſt ſ him, ] and why didſt thou not ſmite 
him there to the ground ? and I would have given thee 


22 ten ſhekels] of fi ver, and a girdle.* And the man :i1 


uno Joab, Though I ſhould receive a thouſand {ſhekeis] 
of filver in mine hand, [yet] would I not put forth mine 
hand againſt the king's fon: for in our hearing the 

king charged thee and Abiſhai and Ittai, ſaying, Be- 
| IN that none Crouch] the young man Abſalom. 
13 Otheavi 1 


e One body of David's N came out of the wood, 
other lay in ambuth on the ſkirts of it. The men who cam: Git 


of the wood ſeeming to fly before Abſalom into the wood g, 

ES purſued mem, upon which the other part of David's army. 
cloſed in, and thus Abſalom and his people were ſurrounded and 
5 eaſily deltroye.!, | 


4 "This was perhaps by chic kets, or boos and pits, or -wild. beats 


in the caves; by one means or other more were deſtroyed in the. 
wood, than in the action itſelf. | 


e + captain s commiſiion ; denoted by g giving im a military girdle 
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i3 Otherwiſe I ſhould have wrought falfehosd againſt 
mine own life: for there is no matter hid from the 
king, and thou thyſelf wouldit have ſet thyſelf againſt 
14 [me.“] Then faid Joab, I may not tarry thus with _ 
thee; it is not a time to and talking here. And, concludiug 
there would be no peace to the kingdom, nor ſafety t9 himſelf 
and David's adherents, if Af: lom ſurvived, he took three 
darts in his hand, and thruſt them through the heart of 
Abſalom, while he [was] yet alive in the midf of the 
1j oak. And ten young men that bare Joab's armour com- 
10 paſſed about and ſmote Abſalom, and flew him. And 
Joab, thinking that the people would return to their allegi- 
ance now they had no one to head them, biew the trumpet, 
ſounded a retreat ; and the people returned from purſu- 
1 ing after Iſrael : for Joab held back the people. And 
they took Abſalom, and caſt him into a great pit in the 
wood, and laid a very great heap of ftones upon him, 
4 @ monument * PO” and all Lirael flzd Very. one to 
To tent, 
Now Abſalom in * Reime had taken and reared 
: fe for himſelf a pillar, (ſee ch. xiv. 27.) Something like 
the Egyptian pyramids, which [is] in the king's dale, 


near Jeruſalem; for he ſaid, I have no ſon to keep my | 


name in remembrance ; Hine” he called the pillar after 
his own name: and it is called unto this day, Abſalom's 
place. There no doubt he intended to be buried; but provi- 
dence provided him a different kind of grave. 7; 
19 Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok, Let me now 
run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Logo 
20 hath avenged him of his enemies." And Joab ſaid un- 


to him, Thou ſhalt not bear tidings this day, but thou 


' ſhalt bear mat another day: but this day thou ſhalt 
Vol, III. . * 2..." mar 


: 1 He intimates ere, chat it would not "als: have hoon” diſo- 
bedience to the king, but he would have run the hazard -of his 
owa life; even Joab himſelf would have been as forward as any | 
one to have informed againit him, and to ingratiate himſelf with 
the king by acculing the man who had ſlain his ſon. 
Some of the Jews fay, it fill remains; and that it was a cuſ. 
tom for every palſenger to throw a ſtone at it, ſaying, Thus it 
ball be done to a rebellious ſon, 

There muſt be good diſcipline in the army, when even Ahi- 
maay durſt not run on ſuch an occaſion witkout leave. 


"T2 


— 


2 58 
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bear no tidings, becauſe the king's ſon is dead. en 
ſaid Joab to Cuſhi, Go tell the king what thou haßt 


ſeen. And Cuſhi bowed himſelf unto Joab, and ran, 
Ihen ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok yet again to Joab, 


But howloever, let me, I pray thee, alſo run after 
Cuſhi, And Joab faid, Wherefore wilt thou run, my 
ſon, ſecing that thou haſt no 1 ready? But how. 


. loever, laid he,] let me run, And he faid unto him, 


Run. Ile was willing to go, whatever the conſequences 


might be, not from the hope of reward, but being * willing is 


4 ring 2 goed tidings 10 the king „ whom he loved, and out of 


fprugence and tenderneſs to pr rpare im for the news of Ab. 


/alom's death, Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the 


kun and overran Cuſhi, who went the flraight road 
ver the mountains; being on level ground he got ſoon. 


4: And David fat between the two gates: and the watch- 


man went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, 
and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man 
running: alone. And the watchman cried, and told the 
king. And the king ſaid, If he [be] alone, [there is 


; tidings ! in his mouth, good tidings; becauſe, if the army 5 
Tas routed, many would have come flying from different 
ways, And he came apace, and drew near, And the | 


watchman ſaw another man running: and the watchman 
called unto the porter, and ſaid, Behold [another] man 


7 running: alone. And the king ſaid, He alſo bringeth 


” - 


tidings. And the watchman faid, Methinketh the run- 


ning of the foremoſt is like the running of Ahimaa: 
the fon of Zadok, who was remarkable for his jpecd. 
And the king ſaid, He [is] a good man, and cometh | 


with good tidings; @ good ſoldier, and would not Till 


ay like a :omard 1 q one "that loves me well, and therefurt 
28 would not H. A me with evil tidings. And Ahimaiz | 


called, and ſaid unto the king, All is well: before he 
_ Crane up to Jay any 1 king particular, he cried out in triuii pi, 


All is well; and then, "With the reverence of a loyal fubjee! by.” 


he fell Gown to the. carth upon his face before the king, 


1 


os and, 
Joab hae: David better thi an Ahi mas Q1 &.3 he was ſenſible 


it would be unwelcome news; and leſlen David's regard tor him, 2 


therefore he choſe to lend {ome other perion, 


. AMUEE XVI. 259 
ind; with the piety of a prieſt, he nid, Bleſſed (be! the 


Lorp thy God, which hath de liverel up the men that 


29 lifted up their hand againſt my lord the king. And the 
king ſaid, Is the young man Abſalo m ſafe? He expreſſ:d 
10 joy till he had heard how it had fared with Abſalom, 
And Ahimaaz anſwered, When Joab ſent the king's 
ſervant, and [me] thy ſervant. L faw a great tumul*, 


zo but I knew not what [it was & And the king aid 


ſlunto him,] Turn aſide, [and] ſtand here. And he 
31 turned aſide, and ſtood fill. And, behold. Cuthi 
came; and Cuſhi ſaid, Tidings, my lord the king: 
for the Lokp hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that roſe up againſt thee ; he ſaid nothing of Abſalom, 


32 And the king ſaid unto Cuſhi, [Is] the young man 


Abſalom ſafe? And Cuſhi anſwered, The enemies of 
my lord the king, and all that riſe againſt thee to do 
thee] hurt, be as [that] young man [is.] e told him 
in the moſt decent manner that he was dead, yet ſo, as to ex- 
preſs his good wiſhes for the king, whilſt he informed him of 


33 this affecting ſtrote. And the king was much moved; he 
did not flay to hear the circumſtances or extent of the victory, 
or the manner of Abſalom's death, but retired immediately to 


give vent to his grief, and went up to the chamber over 

the gate, and wept : and as he went up the ſtairs, he be- 
moaned himſelf, and thus he ſaid, O my ſon Abfalom, 

my ſon, my ſon Abſalom ! would God I had died for 


| thee, O Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon! The words are full 


of paſſ ion, the effect of exceſſive love and grief; one would 


_ hope of deep concern alſo, at the recalleftion of his heinous 


_ wickedneſs, and for his everlaſting ſtate; elſe we can ſcarce 
think that David, with all his partial fondneſs, would have 
been TIF mich feftcd, or — 40 have died oats him, 1 


"a 'REFLECT- 


* A) himaaz did know of Abſalom? 8 . bat. was not acquaint- | 


ed with the particulars of it; hi leaves he matter doubtful, as 


uſti. was to inform the king of that matter; he gives him | 


om to expect the worit, and fo prepares his mind for what che 
XA? mellehger was to ſay. = 
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REFLECTIONS. 


W E infer lenee, that it is the part of wiſdom ta 


hearken to the advice of inferiors, and to fol. 

low it when 1t 1s founded on good reaſons. This David 
did, in hearkening to the remonſtrances of his ſervants 
againt his going to battle. Stiffneſs and obſtinacy are mit. 
chievous qualities; but they are too commonly the fault 

of ſuperiors, are founded upon a bad principle, pride, 


And are generally productive of hurtful conſequences. Ir 


lie muilituae of counſellors there is ſafely. - 
2. See, in this ſtory, the miſerable end of an rindudful | 
and rebellious ſon; and let all children and young people 
hear, and fear. This infamous wretch, Abſalom, met with 
ais death in a very ſurpriſing and uncommon manner, 
There are many ways of being ſlain in battle; but this was 
an unheard of inſtance, and was deſigned to make his 
1 5 puniſhment more remarkable, and the hand of providence | 
in 1t the more apparent. How quickly did his rebellion _ 
come to an end, and all his gay dreams vaniſh ! His pillar | 
of honour was turned into a monument of ſhame z his 
beauty periſhed in the duſt, and his memory rotteth. 
How awful, and yet how righteous was the judgment of | 
God on this wicked ſon ! He is ſtill diſpleaſed with un- 
N dutiful children; and will, either in this world or another, 
make their plagues e Honour, therefore, 17 
father and thy mother; thiat thy days may be . in the 
| 3008 which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
What a dreadful ſhock does the death of a wicked 
63: chid give a pious parent! How terribly was David's 
heart wounded, to think of his ſon going down to deftruc- 
tion with fuch multiplied and aggravated guilt upon his 
head. He was willing to have died for him, to fave him 


: from ſuch complete and hopeleſs ruin. Let parents, to 
prevent ſuch painful reflections, take care to bring 2 


their children in the nurture and admonition of the Tard: 
and guard againſt that exceſſive fondneſs for them, whic! 
prevents their correcting and reſtraining them when they 
do evil, and wich was at once the ruin of — 
And 
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and the grief of David. And may we earneſtly pray, that 
God would give to our children an upright heart, that they 
may know and ſerve the God of their fathers with a Perfect heart 
and a willing mind, chat it May be well with then 1 ever. 


* 4 =. = > <7 — ——— — 


CHAP. XIX. 


David, 4 rough Joal's influence, ceaſeth to mor, and returns ts 75 
© ES kingdom ; Shimei meets him, and is pardoned, he has an 
interview with Mephiboſheth and Barzillai ; and an unhoppy 
_ ariſes between the tribes avout bringing him home. 


N D it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth 
2 and mourneth for Abſalom. And the victory 
that day was [turned] into mourning unto all the peo- 
ple, it caſe a damp upon their joy: for the people heard 
| fay that day how the king was grieved for his fon ; and 
* 3 they were affliied with him. And the people gat them 
by ftealth that day into the. city, as people being 


4 aſhamed fteal away when they flec in battle.” But the 1 


; ” king: covered his face, /ike a deep mourner, who would 
neither ſee nor be ſeen; and the king cried with a loud 
voice, O my fon Abſalom, O Abſalom, my ſon, my 
fon! And Joab came into the houſe to the king, and 
faid, Thou haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all thy 
ſervants, as if they had committed ſome crime and were 
aſlamed to ſhow their faces, and haſt diſappointed their hopes 
f praiſe and reward; which this day have ſaved thy life, 
and the lives of thy ſons and of thy daughters, mt tae 
lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines, all 
6 of which Abſalom ſtruck at; In that thou loveſt thine 
enemies, and hateſt thy friends. For thou haſt de- 
cClared this day, that thou regardeſt neither princes nor 
ſervants: for this day 1 perceive, that if Abſalom had 
lived, and all we had died this day, then i it had pleaſed 


SE men © -- hee -- © 


K They « did not enter in 3 hain by 3 Ss. way, as 
if they had loſt the battle; not thro' the gate, leſt David ſhould 
book upon them with. an evil eye, as thoſe Who had killed his 
beloved ſon. | 555 | ns 
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thee well; by this ſtrange and prepoſterous condul thou 100 

in effett declared, that thou haſt no concern for them, nor far 

any one but Alſalom, aud that thou haſt no pleaſur: i; 

7 their ſafety or ſucceſs. Now therefore ariſe, go forth, 
and (peak comiortably unto thy ſervants, /n thy 
fer their ſervice, and congratulate them on their ſucceſs : for 
I ſwear by the Lok D, if thou go not forth, there 5 will 

not tarry one with. thee this night: and that will be 
_ worſe unto thee than all the evil that befel thee from 

thy youth until now; han all the evils of his youth, 
8 when he had friends and companions about him.” Then 
the king aroſe, and fat in the gate. And they told 

unto all the people, ſaying, Behold, the king doth fit 
in the gate, he place of concourſe ana judement, And all 
the people came before the king, fo congratulate hin, aud 
profeſs ſuljection and allegiance to him: lor Lirael | had fed 
every man to his tent. | 

9 And all the people were at Mee thropghout all the 
* tribes of Iſrael, blaming one another for beginning and ti. 
couraging the rebellion, and their remiſſneſs in bringins the 

Ling back, ſaying, The king ſaved us out of the hand of 
our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand of 
the Philiſtines; and now he is fled out of the land for 
10 Abſalom, And Abſalom whom we anointed over us, 
is dead in battle. Now therefore why ſpeak ye not a 
word of bringing the king back! ? This Was ad ed 15 | 
e TRE elders and rulers. : 
11 And king David ſent to Zadok ard to Abiathar the | 
prieſts, ſaying, Speak unto the elders of Judah, aye. 
ing, Why are ye the laſt to bring the king back to his 
| houſe? ſeeing the ſpeech of all lirael is come to the 
| pe | 12 2 king, [5ven) to his houle ? F Ye [are] my brethren, ye 
Co ; | [are] | 
„ This was i infolent and: any a but Joab thought. 
He 1 this warmth neceſſary, to rouſe David from his lethargy, and ple. 
N ſerve him from impending miſchief; and it bad the defired ct cc | 
As things were not entirely brought to order after fuck 
—_ 5 confuſion, Dayid judged the advice and :nterpoſition of ſome por 
1 EE Tr ns _ ple of wiſdom. weight, and influence, was recetlary to eſtect it, 
. 3 and therefore ſent to the prieſts, as being his friends and men 
14 N authority, WhO were ' Proper to negotiate. the bulineis with the 


elders, 


Ss 
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elders of Judah. Perhaps many of - th 
loom; which was peculiarly ungrateful, confdering David's kindneſs | 
do then. They might deſp.ir of pardon, and therefore were back- 

ward in the matter. He let them know that others were ready _ 
to do it, and wondered that they, of all the tribes of Iſrael, 
JJ˙%˙%// (((. 
Amaſa was his nephew, whom he was particularly defirous _ 
0 bring over to his intereſt, and who (judging his own caſe | 
_ celperate) might perſuade Judah to hinder or delay the king's. 
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[are] my bones and my fleſh : wherefare then are ye 
the laft to bring back the king? You and in the neareſt 


relation to him, and therefore ſhould be the firſt to ſhow him 
1 ropelt. And fay ye to Amate, [Art] thou not of my 


bone, and of my fleſh? God do fo to me, and more 


alſo, if thou be not captain of the hoſt before me con- : 


tinually in the room of Joab. He mentions his relationſhip 
to him, as what diſpoſed him to pardon, and promiſes him 


pꝛreferment in the room of Foab, to humble his inſalence and 


14 puniſh his diſobedience. And he bowed. the heart of all 


the men of Judah, even as {the heart of | one man; ſo 


that they ſent this word] unto the king, Return thou, 
and all thy ſervants, who are ready to receive thee, aud re- 


15 turn to their olædience. So the king returned, and came 
to go to meet 


to Jordan, And Judah came to Gilgal, 
the king, to conduct the king over jordan. 


16 And Shimei the fon of Gera, a Benjamite, which 


[was] of Bahurim, haſted and came down with the men 


1j ++ Tudah to meet king David, And {there were] a 
tlg aſand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the ſer- 
vant of the houſe of Saul, and his fifteen ſons and his 

__ twenty ſervants with him; and they went over Jordan 

13 before the king.“ And there went over a ferry boat to 
carry over the king's houſehold, and to do what hne 
thought good. And Shimei the ſon of Gera fell down 

19 before the king, as he was come over Jordan; And ſaid 


unto the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto 


me, neither do thou remember that which thy ſervant 
did perverſely the day that my lord the king went out of 


At tribe bad joined Abſa- 


Shimei brought a thouſand men with him, to ſhow his power 5 
and influence, and hoped, by bringing ſo conſiderable a body, to 


cure his pardon, He went over Jordan, to {how peculiar re- 


'pe&t, and paſſed over before the king. 


D 
r 


a * 
Se rt i=. . "- . 5 DJ 
2 2 ä — 
———E Sane 
—— — — 2 — — — — = - 


— 
— — =. EL att — 
— — — k. 
F IE > 
one T 


= 26 


N 264 


H. SAMUEL. XI 


20 Jeruſalem, that the king ſhould take it to his t 0 


thy ſervant doth know that I have finned : therefore, 
behold, I am come the firſt this day of all the houſe of 
11 


Toſeph to go down to meet my lord the king.* Buy 


| Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah anſwered and ſaid, Shall not 


Shimei be put to death for this, becauſe he curſcd the 
22 


Logy's anointed ? And David gave him a reproof becy;n- 


ing a great and good king, and ſaid, What have I to do 
with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this day | 
be adverſaries unto me; that you ſhould urge me to abi 


againſt my own inclinations, to make others fear execution, | 
and ſet the people againſt me ? ſhall there any man be put 
to death this day in Iſrael? ſhall any thing fully the glory 


of this day, and be cauſe of lamentation, in this time of uni. 


223 


verſal joy? for do not I know that I ſam] this day king 


over Iſrael ? not only over a party in it, but over all Tjracl, 


and hate Power to puniſh and pardon whom I pleaſe? There. 


fore the king ſaid unto Shimei, Thou ſhalt not die 47 
this time, and merely upon account of what 15 paſt, And the 


king ſware unto him, confirmed it will an oath, and bound 


iim 10 his good behaviour, 
= 


And Mephiboſheth the ſon of Saul came Jaw to 


meet the king, and had neither dreſſed his feet nor 
trimmed his beard, nor waſhed his clothes, from the 


day the king departed until the day he came [again] in 


peace; hu ſeeming as if he was greatly affected at the 


25 King's exile. And it came to paſs when he was come to 
jeruſalem to meet the king, that the king ſaid unto 


him, Wherefore wenteſt not thou with me, Mephi. 
 boſheth? os juſtice, gratitude, prudence, and a regard 10% 


i own intereſt Ee teſt Abjalom ſhould have defrayed 60 
thee as a competiter. © And he anſwered, My lord, C 


king, my ſervant deceived me: for thy ſervant faid, ! 
gp will ſaddle me an u Als, that * may ride thereon, and go 1 


| 4 


| 10 


FR 8 that . came irt to bmi to lies: ar it 15 


remarkable that be. calls himſelf of the houje of Joſeph, being a 
- Benjamite, of the family of Saul. He would have come ill recom- 
mended to David under that character, therefore he mentions 7% 


houſe of Joſeph, a tribe of the neareſt akin to the other, Ben- 
jamin being his beloved brother. 
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27 to the king; becauſe thy ſervant [is] lame.” And he 
hath ſlandered thy ſervant unto my lord the king but 
my lord the king [is] as an angel of God: do there- 
28 fore [what is] good in thine eyes. For all [of | my 
father's houſe were but dead men before my lord the 
king: yet didſt thou ſet thy ſervant among them that 
did eat at thine own table. What right therefore have 
209 I yet to cry any more unto the king? And the king 
faid unto him, Why ſpeakeſt thou any more of thy 
matters? I have ſaid, Thou and Ziba divide the land. 
David was not willing io hear any more of the matter; he 
confirmed the former appointment of Ziba to be his Reward) 
aud reſtored Meprubajheth half the eſtate, without any trou- 
; 30 ble or expenſe to him, And Mephiboſheth faid unto the 
king, Yea, let him take all, foraſmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace unto his own houſe; he _ 
anſiwers with prodigious zeal, that he was content with any 
thing, 8 mnce the Fog Was Teri? ed . : 


To. "This i is a very "Lame excuſe, for he mivhr have had another 
beaſt; he could probably find one now to meet the king; he 
might have applied to David for one; he ate at his table; he 
muſt know when he went; there was time enough, between the 
preparation for the king's fight, and Abſalom's coming to Jeru- 
ſalem; there was no reaſon why he ſhould not have gone; it 
would have been far better, than to have flaid in that beaftly 
manner at home. But he complained that hiß ſervant had uted 
thin; . 
le could not but des the 1 kiadacks to him, 


31 And 22 


and therefore he had no right to cry to the king, which he would 1 


have done, and ſhould have done, if he had been flandered ; but 
| the meaning ſeems to be, that he ſubmitted to the king's cle- 

mency, and hoped from his well- known goodneſs t that he would 

forgive him. | 


.:-- here ie no 1 to 155. that Ziba had ſlandered him, . 


but that the charge againſt him was true. The negle& of his PR 


dreſs, and his expreſſions of zeal and concern, might only be to 
cover his intentions if the thing had miſcarried. David was now . 
diſpoſed to pardon every one, eſpecially a deſcendant of aul, on 
Account of Shimei's aſperſion, and his oath to Jonathan. If Mephi- 
boſheth was indeed innocent, I think David's affection for him would 
have engaged him to puniſh Ziba, according to the law of God againſt _ 
4 falſe witneſs, Deut, xix. 19. For Mephiboſheth's innocence, we 
have only his own teſtimony: for Ziba's, we have David's, His 
coming to him ſeems to have been Jule diuntereſted; and David's A 


not 
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31 And Barzillai the Gileaditè, who had hoſpitably enter. 
tained the king, came down from Rogelim, and went 
over Jordan wich the king, to conduct” him over Jor- 
dan; he came d pay hs reſpetis, and io bring hin part of 


32 the way, Now Barzillai was a very : _ man, [eve] 


fourſcore years old: and he had provided the king of 


ſuſtenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he wes $] a 


very great man; a rich man, and had a very generous heat, 


33 And the k ng aid unto Be exillai Come thou over with 


me, and [ wil feed thee with me in Jeruſalem, as a par- 


Fr. 34 ticuler friend and favourite. And Barzillai faid unto he 


king, How long have I to live, that I ſhould go » op 
with the king unto Jeruſalem? A very wiſe, pious, aud 
Erateſul reply. He was unſit 40 travel ſo far, and had but 4 


33 ſhort time io live; another _ was, I [am] this day 


fourſcore years old: [and] can I diſcern between good 
and evil? can thy ſervant taſte what I eat or what! 
drink? can I hear any more the voice of ſinging men 
and ſinging women ? wherefore then ſhould thy ſervant 


26 be yet a burden unto my lord the king ? * Thy ſervant 


will go a little way over Jor dan. with the! King: and 
why ſhould the king recompenſe it me with ſuch a 2 
Ward ? Fie Was deer. LOUS 07 ape ei 2 tis autif ul Heli. (014 65 
Jar as lie was able, but had no expeclation of a reward, ſur 
37 fie had doe nothing but his duty. Let thy fervant, I pray 
thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine oun 
city, [ard be buried] by the grave of my father and ct 
my mother, His fourth reaſon d was, that he was willing ts 
bend his remaining days at home, and be buried with i 
anceſtors, but that he night not ſeem rude, he defrres H. 
Ling to transfer the kindneſs intended him, to his ſon. But 
| behold thy ſervant Chimham; let him go over with my | 
lord the king; and do to him what mall ſeem good rol 
| | thee. 


not puniſhing TRE PEEP LI 7 "Fherefoic the outcry made againſt 


David is unjuſt, and has no foundation: but he appears in this 
affair as an eminent example of clemency and forgiveneſs. 


v The kipg's kindneis would be ill beſtowed upon him, as his“ 
reliſh for the pleaſures of a. court and of the ſenſes were aimot: 
gone; beſides, he would rather be a burden, than of any ler- 


vice, and would only ſtand in the way of thoſe who might be | 
uſeful. See. OrTox's Diſcourſes to the Aged, Diſc.” Hon B 
$/a7*s la hand of David's Invitation, 
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38 thee. And the king anſwered, Chimham ſhall go over 
* with me, ard I will do to him that which ſhall ſeem 
good unto thee : and whatſoever thou ſhalt require of 
me, [that] will 1 do for thee; leaving it to the old 
gentleman's choice , and intimating, that if he had any peti- 
tion to make afterwards, he might be ſure it ſhould be grant- 
39 ed. And all the people went over Jordan. And when 
the king was come over, the king kiſſed Barzillai, and 
bleſſed him, and he returned unto his own place ; he 
took His leave of him with great aſfection; thanked him, ond 
prayed for him, and took Chimham with him. In Feremiah 
Kli. 7. we read of an inheritance of his ot Bethlehem; pro- 
bably David gave him part of his paternal inheritance, 
40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went 
on with him: and all the people of Judah conducted 
the king, and alſo half the people of 1irael ; the people 
of Juda came entirely and unanimouſly, and the half of 
= Jjraedl;, perhaps thoſe on the other ae e 4 Laa the 5 
'. other tribes at length came in. © 
| 41 And, behold, all the men of Iſrael came to the 
ES king, and ſaid unto the king, Why have our brethren 
the men of Judah flolen thee away ſecretly, and not 
defired our aſſiſtance and conſent ? and have brought the 
: king and his houſehold, and all David's men with him, 
over Jordan? Being a publick a, there ſhould have been 
42 a convention of the ſtates, And all the men of Judah 
anſwered the men of Ifrael, Becauſe the king [is!] 
near of kin to us: wherefore then be ye angry for this 
matter? have we eaten at all of the king's [coft?] or 
| hath he given us any gift? Pleading their relation to 
„ king, that they had no private gain; it was ouly to 
43 teſlify their duty and affeflion, And the men of Ifrael 
_ anſwered the men of Judah, and faid, We have ten 
WM parts in the king, (Simeon being inter mixed with Fudah 
I - Zrobably come with them,) and we have alſo more [right! 
; in David than ye: why then did ye deſpiſe us, that our 
advice ſhould not be firſt had in bringing back our 
king? wwe ought to have been conſulted in an affair of 


fuch conſequence, ad efteem ourſekves flighted and ill uſed. 
And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 


the 


0 
- 
2 
— 
2% 


' 
— — — — 1 5 
— — —— — — —— — 
—— — — 
— 2 7 - - 4 


22 #5 r bt n - . 
3 — * x 
. * — . * 
t — - 


* 
I 


— >? =: —_— A * 
n . * 
— — —_— — — — 


—— 


— — — — — 


22... ee oy 2p 52s 


- your EE EA — 
6 7 . 2 
1 1 WIE. 


268 I. 8 A M UE L. XIX. 
the words of the men of Iſrael; the quarre of mcreaſed, 
and the men of Fudah were more hot and paſjionate; ang 


this fool! iſh difference occaſioned a new reveliion, as we ſha! 
. in the next cliapter. 


REFLECTIONS. 


= V FE hence learn, that there is danger of our paſ- 


ſion and grief becoming exceſſive, and it is our 
duty to reſtrain it, whoever may reprove us for it. Tho' 


Joab was rude in his reproof, David was fo far influenced 
by him as to appear in publick. It was an abſurd paſlion, 
eſpecially when the people were ſo reſolute, and God had 


been ſo gracious, Let us learn to guard our minds againſt 
exceſſive tranſports of grief, or any thing which may lead 


us to neglect our duty, tho' we ſhould be reproved for it 


in an unbecoming manner, by our inceriors, or with heat. 
Let us not confider who the reprover 1s, but the reproof; 


and endeavour to amend what is amiſs, 


2. Good ſervices for the publick will be remembered and 


acknowledged, tho' they ſeem for a time to be forgotten. 


David's people rebelled ag: unſt him; but at length they 


began to recollect his ſervices to ee in delivering them 
| from their enemies, particularly the Philiſtines, and faw 
their own ingratitude. We ought generouſly to ſerve man- 
kind, and labour to Promote their happineſs, whether they _ 
are grateful or not. But this is our encouragement, that 
all are not inſenſible, all are not ungrateful; and they who | 


are ſo at preſent, will probably come to a better mind. 
Above all, God is never unmindful ; ke is not unrighicous 40 
fog our labours of love. _ 

3. Men often blame others for ER OI to a good 7 


work, when they are really to blame themſelves, The peo- 


ple of Iſrael were at ſtrife who it was that began the rebel- 


lion; the people blamed the elders, and the elders the 
people: they took as much time in cenſuring one another 
for not bringing the king back, as would have done tlie 


buſineſs; and they ſhould heartily have joined! in it. It is 


eaſier to find fault than to mend. If each in his reſpective 
ſtation would ſet about reforming his own manners, and 


thoſe 
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thoſe who are about him, inf den! of condemni: ng the tardi- 


neſs and lukewarmneſs of others, things wo! ald foon grow 


better, and the world be greatly mended. 
We have a lively example of clemency and gratitude 
in David's forgiving Shimei, and overiooking Mephi— 


boſheth's ill deſign and great ingratitude: thus his ron | 
Was eftabliſhed by ; mercy. Tt 1s true greatn: ess, and the beſt 


prerogative © of kings, to forgive. His gratitude to Barzillat 


for his hoſpitality, deſerves praiſe and imitation Let us be 
always ready to return kindneſs, and be grateful to our 


friends and benefactors, eſpecially thoſe who have helped 
us in times of diſtreſs : no future wealth, honour, or eaſe, 


19 L. 


ſhould make us forget them and our obli. rations to them. 
5. We have in Barzillai an example for a: ed perſons to 


reſtrain their deſires after any temporal good. 1 go to 

court! It is time for me to think of gong to my grave. 
rel! or diverſions, and the - | court, Ar 

My reliſh for di „and t! delight: of a.court, are 


gone; and my capacity for buſineſs alm. TY gone too. ] et 
me return home, to ict wed Ore: 8 1 heart in order, at 23 
prepare for I long Ho i me | N 4 Let the Ac ved le ar F Om thi 


venerable old man, What their ml zofition ſhould be; 5 10 


4 
4 


have as little to do with the world as poſſible; to contract 


. 


their buſineſs; to lay aſide their god Os ſchemes and pro- 


jets; and be dead to all the dclights of ſenſe; ; to think 


much of dying; and be daily e for their laſt e aul 


change. 


6. Aged ina ſhould not. gruc ige young Ones thoſe 


. employ ments which themſelves are unfit for, or Which are 
- unſuitable to their declining circumitances in life. Le 


_ Chimham go; he is young, and fit for bun- eſa he can reliſh 


the hurry and pleaſures of a court. It is very y onreaonable 
tor aged perſons to tie up thoſe that are young to their own 


# neceſſary contineme! nt, or debar the em of innocent and laws. 


HW 2 be 
! 


ful amuſements ; this is Lal them harm, and will preju- 
dice youth againſt all their wiſeſt inlerusttons and moſt 


friendl y COU niels, 


7. We learn here the ori igin and conſ. quences . ſtrife. 


; | 


The origin is pride; the bad conſequences are violent paſ- 


ſions, angry words, and 1 injuries Ihe people of Iſrael and 
Judah, thro' pride and! impatience o Intempt, quarrelled 
about a Punctilio; . hey could not bear what ſeemed to be 


a ſlight, 


„ 


ſpirits, and bridle our tongues. 


-_— 
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a ſlight. Only by pride cometh contention. The men of Judaj: 
were fiercer than the men of Iſrael, tho? in fact they were to 
blame for taking ſuch ſteps without their brethren. Men 
too often ſupply in paſſion what is wanting in reaſon and 
argument. And it may be obſerved, that thoſe whoſe words 
are fierceſt, have generally leaſt truth and reaſon on their 
ſide. But let all ſuch angry, paſſionate perſons know, that 
God takes notice of every fierce word they ſpeak, as he did 
of the people of Judah, and is highly diſpleaſed with it. 
Therefore, to prevent all the ill conſequences of ſtrife, to 
__ ourſelves, our brethren, and our religion, let us rule our 


E ve 


— 


WY 


INE CHA Fe Aa. 
Gives an account of Sheba'*s rebellion, and his deſtrudtion; and 
= / David's great officers. 5 
1 A ND there happened to be there, at the time tie 

{ difference related in the former chapter happened, a 
man of Belial, whoſe name [was] Sheba, the ſon of 
Bichri, a Benjamite; a turbulent, furious man, probably 
one of SauPs family, and Abſalom*s captain; and he blew 
a trumpet, and ſaid, We have no part in David, net- 
ther have we inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: every 
man to his tents, O Iſrael; det us go from him, and 
2 chooſe another king, So every man of lirae] went up 
from after David, [and] followed Sheba the ſon of 
 Bichr1:* but the men of Judah clave unto their king, 

from Jordan even to Jeruſalem, not a man of then _ 
3 And David came to his houſe at Jeruſalem ; and the 
king took the ten women [his] concubines, whom he 
haad left to keep the houſe, and put them in ward,“ 


. e, 


:. 9. He: here ſpeaks contemptuouſly of David, and ſaid, If they 
have ten parts in David, let them have him altogether. _ 
= This muſt be taken with limitation; not all the people, no? 
Shimei and his men, but the greateſt part of the people. 
He ordered them to ſome place of retirement, as they were 
not fit to appear abroad, for that would have renewed the re- 
5 8 5 | membrance 
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and fed them, but went not in unto them, So they 
were ſhut up unto the day of their death, living in 
widowhood. 

Then faid the king to Amaſa, Aſſemble me the men 
of Judah within three days, and be To here preſent.” 
80 Amaſa went to aſſemble [the men of] Judah: but 
he tarried longer than the ſet time which he had ap- 
pointed him; they were backward to fight his allles, 
to forward to attend his reli. nue, being attached to Foab, 

5 And David ſaid to Abiſhai, Foab's brother, Now ſhall. 
| Sheba the ſon of Bichri do us more harm than did] 
Abſalom : take thou thy lord's ſervants, lis guard and 
ſtanding forces, and purſue after him, leſt he get him 

7 fenced cities, and eſcape us. And there went out after 
him Joab's men, /is own regiment, and he himſelf went 
with them as a volunteer, and The Cherethites, and the 

Pelethites, and all the mighty men; David tourht 


himſelf ale enough without them at Feruſalem, having the 
Juve of the people tiere: and they went out of Jeruſalem, 
8 to purſue after Sheba the ſon of Bichri. When they 
py; Arad bc at the great ftone which [is] in Gibeon, « place 
of rende vous for the people of Fudah, Amaſa went before 
them, 4 commander in chief. And 2005 s garment that 
he had put on was girded unto him, and apon it a 
girdle [with] a fword faſtened upon his Joins in the 
9 ſheath thereof ; and as he wort forth it fell out. And 
| Joab ſaid to Amaſa, [Art] thou in health, my bro- 
ther? And Joab took Amaſa by the beard with the 
10 o right hand to kiſs him,” But Amaſa took no heed to 
the tword that Ons] 1 in Joad's. hand: to he ſmote him 


therewith 


| nietwbraves of Abſalom? 8 5 a crime not to be named, 3 
and which was a reproach to David and his lou ſe... 1a this place 
David ſhut them up for life. „% ne We 

David wok this op pertunity to rid himſelf of joab's inſo- 
ence, He thought the neople would come to their old general, 

who appeared to have great Jnfluence among them; and commands 

them to come within three days to receive 5 from him. | 

joab had no armour: on, but girded his garment about him 

in haſte, and put. his {word in a large e ſcabba rd, | that it might 


eaſily fall. out when he bowed,. Which it ſeemed to do accide ntally, 
ſo that there was no ſuſpicion, 


980 The eaſterns do to this day. 
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therewith in the fifth [rib,] and ſhed out his bowels tc 
the ground, and ſtruck him not again; and he died. 
So Joab and Abiſhai his brother purſued after Sheba 
11 the fon of Bichri, And one of | Joab's men ſtood by 
him, and ſaid, by command of his maſter, who feared . Ra 
conſufion might take place, He that favoureth Joab, Ind 
he that [is] for David, [let him go] after Joab; he ha; 
would have David king, and Foal general, let him follow 
12 Joab. And Amaſa was not quite dead, but wallowed 
in his blood in the midſt of the highway. And when 
the man ſaw that all the people ſtood ftill, he removed 
Amaſa out of the highway into the field, and caſt a 
cloth upon him, when he ſaw that every one that came 
buy him ſtood till 27 this ſhocking fight, and were concerned 
13 10 ſee him fo baſely murdered. When he was removed out 
of the highway, all the people went on after Joab, to 
purſue after Sheba the ſon of Bichri, nt n that 
8 Amaſa was killt. 
14 And he, that is, Sheba, went through all the tribes 
of Iſrael unto Abel, a city in the north of Canaan, b 
excite the people lo arms, and to Beth-maachah, and all = 
the Berites, of the tribe of Benjamin, his relations ans 
Friends who were influenced by lum and they were ga- 
tthered together, and went alſo after him, after Joab, 
15 and the ſoldiers of David followed him. And they cams 
aand beſieged him in Abel of Beth-maachah, and they | 
caſt up a bank againſt the city, and it ood i in the 
trench: and all the people that | were] with Joab bat. 
16 tered the wall, to throw it down. Then cried a wiſe 
uoman out of the city, Hear, hear; fay, I pray you, 
| unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may ſpeak with 
i . thee; her ſem and character recommended what ſhe ſaid; and 
1 foe came to make a propoſal to the general; And when he 
5 was come near unto her, the woman ſaid, [Art] thou 
Joab? And he anſwered, I ſam he.] Then ſhe ſaid 
--: unto him; Hear the words of thine handmaid. And | 
18 he anſwered, I do hear. Then ſhe ſpake, ſaying, They 
were wont to ſpeak in old time, ſaying, They ſhall | 
ney aſk e at Abel: and ſo oy ended [the 


matter 
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10 matter. I [am one of them that are] peaceable [and] 
faithful in Iſrael, peaceable and loyal; ſhe ſpeaks in the 
name of the city: thou ſeekeſt to deſtroy a city and a 
mother in Iſrael; a great city, which hath many villages 
under it, and dependent upon it, here called daughters: why 
wmioilt thou ſwallow up the inheritance of the Lorp ? this 
20 is doing injury to the publick. And Joab anſwered and 
faid, Far be it, far be it from me, that 1 ſhould ſwal- 
low up or deſtroy; I would not voluntarily do the leaſt in- 
21 jury, The matter [is] not ſo, you have not been rightly. 
informed; but a man of mount Ephraim, 4 Benjamite, 
but dwelling at mount Ephraim, Sheba the ſon of Bichri 
by name, hath lifted up his hand againſt the king, 
ſeven] againſt David: deliver him only, and I will de- 
part from the city. And the woman ſaid unto Joab, 
Behold, his head ſhall be thrown to thee over the wall.“ 
22 Then the woman went unto all the people in her wil- 
dom, and prudently treated with them, And they cut off 
the head of Sheba the ſon of Bichri, and caſt [it] out to 
Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they retired from 
the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned 
to Jeruſalem unto the king; he ſpared all Sheba*s con- 
Ffederates, and returned to inform the king of his ſucceſs. 
23 Now Joab [was] over all the hoſt of Iſrael ; he return- 
ed with ſo much merit and popularity, and appeared to have 
ſuch intereſt in the ſoldiers, that David durſt not diſplace him: 
and Benatah the ſon of Jehoiada [was] over the Chere- 
24 thites and over the Pelethites : And Adoram [was! 
VVV 
* As if ſhe had ſaid, © Abel is a place fo renowned for wiſdom, | 
that, if differences aroſe, the parties came there and left it to 
their arbitration, and abided by it as an oracle ;? or, as in the 


margin, they plainly ſpake in the beginning, ſaying, Surely they ewill 


of of Abel, and ſo make an end; intimating that Joab ſhould have 
aked why they admitted Sheba, and gently reminds him of the 
law of God to propoſe capitulation, Deut. xx. 10. Whereas Joab 
in the height of his rage determined to take it by ſtorm, without 
ſending conditions of peace. RT NL Saas nr I 
This woman knew the mind of the citizens, and thought, as 
they were loyal, they would be glad to ſave themſelves from this 
(anger, They could not hinder Sheba from getting into the city, 
ut they could chooſe whether they would harbour him there. 


r ee A 


likely to improve them. 


lious Iſraelites. 1 Kings xii. 18. 
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over the tribute :* and Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahiluq 


25 [was] recorder, or writer of the Chronicles: And Sheva 


| [was] ſcribe, or ſecretary of ſtate : and Zadok and Abi. 


26 athar [were] the prieſts: And Ira alſo the Jairite was 


a chief ruler about David he ſucceeded Abithophel 4; 
preſident of the cb. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. ( \ EE the uncertainty of human affairs, David was 
4 no ſooner reſtored to his kingdom, than freſh 


troubles aroſe, like clouds after the rain. We ſee it often 


ſo in private life. Let us therefore not be confident, nor 
think our mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong that it may not ſoon 
be moved. We ſhould habituate ourſelves to ſelf-denial, 
mortification, and deadneſs to the world, and fix our 


thoughts and hopes on a better. Set your affefions on things 


above, where Chriſt fitteth at the right hand of God. Then you 


| will be better able to bear the changes of life, and be more 


2. We here ſee the truth of Solomon's remark, that i | 
beginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out water, It was a 
little difference at firſt between Judah and Iſrael, who 
ſhould bring home the king; but they perverted one 
- another's words and deſigns; and their trifling quarrel be. 
came big with great conſequences, Had each fide yielded 


a little, all had been prevented, K ielding pacifieth great 
h eee 


. What a dangerous thing is an ambitious ſpirit, Joab 
again, to gratify his pride, killed his rival; he could not 


bear diſappaintment. This was the greateſt treachery, 


eſpecially as it was in a critical ſeaſon, But when pride 
reigns, reaſon and conſcience, juſtice and humanity, are 

all ſuppreſſed and filenced, Happy thoſe in private lite, 
who have not ſuch temptations to pride and ambition; and 
eſpecially happy are thoſe of humble and contented minds. 


4. We 


Adoram was treaſurer, or over the tributes toward building 


the temple. He was now very young, and continued all David's 


and Solomon's time: but at length he was [lain by ſome rebel- 
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4. We may infer, that one way for contention to ceaſe, 
is, for the differing parties to explain themſelves. Moſt | 
diſputes are continued and grow warm, for want of Know- 
ing what is diſputed. Joab thought the citizens of Abel 
pere all treacherous men, and in the heat of paſſion deter- 
mined to deſtroy them with Sheba, for his offence; but 
this wiſe woman cleared up the matter, and put an end to 
the rebellion. When people are prejudiced againſt thoſe 
they differ with, chey will not hear what they have to fay, 
or even condeſcend fo far as to explain themſelves. But 
contentions in private life, and differences among rela- 
tions, and even neighbours, are ſo ſhameful and injurious, | 
that every wiſe man ſhould be willing to hearken to every 
thing that is likely to heal the breach, and promote accome 
modation. Study thoſe things that make for peace, Follow 
peace with all men, and holineſs, without which no man ſhall 
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The Gibeonites are avenged; the Philiſtine giant ſlain; and the 
© bones of Saul and Fonathan are buried,  _ 
1FFTHEN there was a famine in the days of David 

1 three years, year after year; which they thought 

_ at firſt was à common calamity, but when it continued ſo 
long, they thought it was judicial, and in conſequence of ſome 
extraordinary fin, and David enquired of the Logp. 
And the Lok anſwered, [It is] for Saul, and for [his] 

2 bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites.* And 


There are different opinions about the date of this ftory. A 
Jewiſh writer ſays it was early in David's reign: and this ſeems. 
probable; for it is ſaid, in the days of David, and not, after theſe 
tingry as in other places. The hiſtorian having mentioned Pa- 
"19's fin, goes thro? the effects of it without interru pting the narrative, 
and then mentions ſeveral natural events out of due order of time. 
[his ſeems confirmed by comparing v. 20. With ch. viii. 1 5 
"oa 3 no account of this event in the hiſtory of Saul; 
wg think it was when the prieſts were flain at Nob; but the 
., 3 Uncertain, It is probable he was directed to give the 
'deonites ſuch ſatisfaction as Et. A Ro IN 


2 
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the king called the Gibeonites, and ſaid unto them, 


(now the Gibeonites [ were] not of the children of Iſrael, | 


but of the remnant of the Amorites; and the children of 
Iſrael had ſworn. unto: them, Joſhua ix. 15. and Saul 

' ſought to ſlay them, in his zeal to the children of Iſrael 
and Judah; he ſought how he might do it with ſome colour of 


law and juſtice : *) Wherefore David ſaid unto the Gibe- 
onites, What ſhall I do for you? and wherewith ſhall I 


make the atonement, that ye may bleſs the inheritance 


of the LORD? He enquired what ſatisfaction he ſhould make 
them for the injury, that they might pray for the people, and 
itiat God might forgive their fin. And the Gibeonites 
faid unto him, We will have no filver nor gold of Saul, 
nor of his houſe; neither for us ſhalt thou kill any | 


man in Iſrael, except thoſe afterwards mentioned. And he 


5 


ſaid, What ye ſhall ſay, [that] will I do for you, 
And they anſwered the king, The man that conſumed 
us, and that deviſed againſt us [that] we ſhould be de. 


ſtroyed from remaining in any of the coaſts of Iſrael, 


Let ſeven men of his ſons be delivered unto us, and 


we will hang them up unto the Lonp in Gibeah of 


Saul, where Saul lived before and after he was king, to 


make their puniſhment more ſhameful and remarkable, 
[whom] the Loxp did chooſe, and therefore his guilt was 


the more aggravaied, And the king faid, I will give 
[them, ] hat others may learn to keep God's covenant, and 
not oppreſs ſtrangers. But the king ſpared Mephiboſheth, 


the ſon of Jonathan the ſon of Saul, becauſe of the 


Loxp's oath that [was] between them, between David 


and Jonathan the fon of Saul 3 leſt he ſhould incur tt 


: ee 


They lived in their own city, and were hewers of wood and 


_ drawers of water, 


aul pretended that it was neither profitable, honourable, nor 
ſafe for God's people to ſuffer any of thoſe accurſed nations to be 
Incorporated with them, and enjoy the ſame church privileges 35 


they did, The Gibeonites had one city in Judah, and three in 


Benjamin: Saul wanted to have their land, and accordingly de- 
ſtroyed ſome of them and baniſhed the reſt, and gave their pol- 
ſeſſions to his children, grand children, and kinſmen, 1 Sam. xxii. 7. 
_ His deſcendants and relations were inſtruments in this execution, 


alzẽdnꝗcd therefore i 
das. 


t is called kis bloody houſe ; and they ſtill poſſeſſed tha 
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$ ſame puniſhment as Saul had done. But the king took the 
two ſons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom ſhe 
bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephiboſheth; and the 

| five ſons of Michal * the daughter of Saul, whom ſhe 
brought up for Adriel the ſon of Barzillai the Meho- 
9 lathite: And he delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before 


the Lokp; and they fell [all] ſeven together, and were 


put to death in the days of harveſt, in the firſt [days,] 
in the beginning of barley harveſt, _ . 
10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took ſackcloth, 
and ſpread it for her upon the rock, from the begin- 
ning of harveſt until water dropped upon them out of 
heaven, and ſuffered neither the birds of the air to reſt 
on them by day, nor the beaſts of the field by night.“ 
it And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of 
Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done; which was a tacit 
reproof for his not taking care of the bones of Saul and Fona- 
12 than. And David went and took the bones of Saul and 
| the bones of Jonathan his ſon from the men of Jabeſh- 
gilead, which had ſtolen them from the ſtreet of Beth- 
man, where the Philiſtines had hanged them, when the 


j —ũ“ 


Or rather, Merab's five ſons, the ſiſter of Michal, who was 
to have been David's wife. She died while they were young, and 
Michal, having no children, brought them up. Such were common- 
ly called their children among the antients. David has been charged 
with contriving the death of theſe ſons, becauſe they would be 
the reviving of Saul's family in his kingdom. But there is no 


ground for this. It was plainly the will of God, who ordered 


they ſhould hang ſo long; which was contrary to the law of taking 
down executed criminals before the evening. And God's ſending 


rain was a plain proof that he was not difpleaſed. If David was 


the villain, which CyuBs and others think, why did he ſpare 
Mephiboſheth and his family? It was evident thoſe perſons had a 


hand in the Gibeonites* murder, being of Saul's bloody huuſe; and 


the Iſraelites might be juſtly puniſhed with famine for joining 
M8 the murder, or for not oppoſing it. 80 that the character of 
David is clear om all ſuſpicion, ss 


" Rizpah, by the afliſtance of her friends and ſervants, ſpread 
tent near the bodies, that ſhe might prevent their being torn 
or mangled: probably knowing that they were to hang there til! 

od, by ſending rain, gave evidence of his being reconciled to 
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13 Philiſtines had ſlain Saul in Gilboa: And he brought 5 
up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of 
Jonathan his ſon; and they gathered the bones of them 
14 that were hanged. And the bones of Saul and Jona- 
bhan his ſon buried they in the country of Benjamin in 
Zelah, in the ſepulchre of Kiſh his father: and they 
| performed all that the king commanded. And after 
= that God was intreated for the land, is arjpleaſure Was 

f turned away. See Pſalm Ixv © 

= 15 Moreover the Philiſtines had yet war again with Ic 

=: rael; and David went down, and his ſervants with him, 

and fought againſt the Philiftines ; and David waxed 

faaint vit the combat, the Phill tine giant taking him at q 
16 diſadvantage, and being ſtronger than he. And iſhbi- 
benob, which [was] of the ſons of the giant, the weight 
of whoſe ſpear [weighed] three hundred [ſhekels} f 

braſs in weight, his ſpear”s head being about twelve pounds, 
he being girded with a new [{word,”] thought to have 
1 17 Main David. But Abiſhai the fon of Zeruiah ſuccoured 
him, and ſmote the Philiſtine, and killed him. Then 
the men of David ſware unto him, faying, Thou ſhalt 

go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not 

be light of Iſrael ; thou art our guide and glory, and moe); 
85 18 us great and illuſtrious. | And it came to paſs after this, 
that there was again a battle with the Philiſtines at Gob: 
then Sibbechai the Huſhathite flew Saph, which [was! 
19 of the ſons of the giant. And there was again a battle 
in Gob with the Philiftines, where Elhanan the ſon of 
Jaare- oregem a Beth-lehemite, flew [the brother of 
Goliath the Gittite, the ſtaff of whoſe ſpear [was] like 

20 a weaver's beam. And there was yet a battle in Gath, 
where was a man of [great] ſtature, that had on every 

hand ſix fingers, and on every foot ſix toes, four and 
twenty in number; and he alſo was born to the giant. 

2 21 And when he defied Iſrael, Jonathan the ſon of Shimea 
22 the brother of David flew him. Theſe four were born 
= -40 

3 or rather, "ith: a new ira; blo ad to ſome new 


military 3 he was defirous of the honour of laying the Ls 
i raclites' king. | De Ce AS Wark | 


e RM FARVEE ALL ©  afg 
to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, 
and by the hand of his ſervants 3 David's brave men ſoon 


REFLECTIONS. 
„ JIT HEN calamities come upon us, it is good ts 


= enquire of the Lord; to pray to him, that he 
- would ſhow us the meaning and intention of ſuch diſpenſa- 


overcame them, tho" they were ſo much larger and ſtronger. NO 


tions, leſt the great end of providence ſhould be defeated, . 


our improvement prevented, and we be expoſed to heavier | 
woes. Thus Job prayed, Show me wherefore thou contendeſt 
SCSI i, 
2. We here ſee God's regard to publick ordinances, and 
his juſtice in puniſhing perjury. The original treaty was 
gained by fraud; but as it was ſolemnly ſworn to before 
God, he puniſhed the breach of it; and where murder is 
:dded to perjury, it is peculiarly abominable in his ſight, 


marks of divine diſpleaſure ſhall be infſicted upon them. 


te ſwears to his own hurt, he changeth not. 


3. What is gotten by oppreſſion and treachery does men 


and their poſterity, The Iſraelites were glad to have the 
Gibeonites? land, and joined in the king's wicked deſigns. 
But famine overtook them there, and they ſmarted for 


will light upon thoſe who enjoy what is wrongfully taken 


and bring ruin on their poſterity. God hears the cry of 
the oppreſſed. But faithful and honeſt men. enjoy what 
they have with comfort. The juſt man walketh in his inte- 
Lich, and his children are bleſſed after him. 
4. See the folly of ſtrong men boaſting in their ſtrength. 
Theſe men of great bulk and ſtature were overcome by men 
of the common ſize. They were an eaſier mark, and would 
looneſt fall. To glory in ſtrength of body, is the glory pr 


Thoſe who thus profane his name, and violate the moſt oo 
ſolemn engagements, ſhall not be held guiltleſs ; peculiar _ 


An inhabitant of Sion is faithful to his engagement; 7ho EN 


no good, but, on the contrary, often brings evil on them 


their ill-gotten poſſeſſon. God will take the part of thoſe 
who are oppreſſed, if reſtitution is not made. His vengeance 


from others. Men's diſhoneſt gains hurt their children, 


T B 
an horſe or an ox. The glory of a man is wiſdom, piety, 
_ righteouſneſs, and ſelf-government : if we are girded with 
| theſe, they will be our ornament and ſtrength, and ce ſhall 


be more than conquerors over our * enemies, "ry hini g 
1 0 tat loved US. 
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CHAP, XXIL 


This Was 1s probably at firſt only a form of private devotion, chick 


David uſed after his victory and ſucceſs , it was afterwards 
- = iſhed (ſee the eighteenth pſalm throughout ) to diſperſe more 
lively gratitude and true religion thro his dominions. 


N D David ſpake unto the Lord the words of 
this ſong in the day [that] the Lokp had de- 
Tivercd him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out 


2 of the hand of Saul: And he ſaid, The Loxp [is] my 


. 3 rock, and my fortreſs and my deliverer; The God of 


my rock; ; in him will I truſt: [he is] my ſhield, and 
the horn of my ſalvation, my high tower, and my re- 
"on my ſaviour ; thou ſaveſt me from violence. Þy 
all theſe beautiful metaphars David expreſſes his firm depen- 
4 dence upon God, and his entire confidence in him. I will 
call on the Loxp, [who is] worthy to pe praiſed : ſo 
75 ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. {hen the waves 
of death compaſſed me, the floods of ungodly men 
6 made me afraid; The ſorrows of hell compaſſed me 
5 about; ; the ſnares of death prevented me; I was like | 
man ſinking, and ready to be overwhelmed; deadly ſnares 
And dangers furrounded me; nevertheleſs I did not dejpair, 


55 + 6 but hoped in God, and prayed to him; In my diſtreſs I called 


upon the Lorp, and cried to my God; and he did hear 


my voice out of his temple, and my cry [did enter! 
by, 8 into his ears, Then the earth ſhook and trembled; the 


foundations of heaven moved and ſhook, becauſe he 
| 9 was wroth. 'There went up a ſmoke out of his noſtrils, 


EY and fire out of his mouth devoured : coals were kindled 


by it; his hand was as remarkably apparent, as if he had 
abtuall 7 defi ye Als enemies 2 e. thunder and digi- 
1 OT ug. 
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10 ning. He bowed the heavens alſo, and came down; and 
11 darkneſs [was] under his feet. And he rode upon a 
cherub, and did fly: and he was ſeen upon the wings 
of the wind, coming with ſpeed and ſwifineſs to my relief. 


12 And he made darkneſs pavilions round about him, 
13 dark waters, [and] thick clouds of the ſkies, Through 


the brightneſs before him were coals of fire kindled. 
4 The Lord thundered from heaven, and the moſt 


1 5 5 Hh uttered his voice. And he ſent out arrows, and 


ſcattered them; lightning, and diſcomfited them; al! 
my enemies were immediately confounded, and turned their ; 


16 backs. And the channels of the ſea appeared, the foun- 


dations of the world were diſcovered, at the rebuking 


of the Lon p, at the blaſt of the breath of his noſtrils, 
17 He ſent from above, he took me; he drew me out of 
| 18 many waters; He delivered me from my ſtrong enemy 


| [and] from them that hated me; from Goliath and the 


| 19 Philiſtines: for they were too ſtrong for me. They 


prevented me in the day of my calamity; Ahithopel did 


20 ſo by ſurpriſe : but the Logrp was my ſtay. He brought 5 5 
me forth alſo into a large place, a tate of ſecurity and _ 


liberty: he delivered me, becauſe he delighted in me; 
God delighted to make him king, and therefore carried him 


21 thro all dangers to the crown, The Lond rewarded me 


according to my righteouſneſs : according to the clean- 


22 neſs of my hands hath he recompenſed me. For I have 


kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly de- 
parted from my God, He here deſcribes his own integrity; 


that he intended no injury to Saul, no wrong to thoſe who 


rebelled againſt him, and took no unlawful courſe to preſerve h 


"0 J himſelf, For all his judgments [were] before me: and 
las for] his ſtatutes, I did not depart from them; 7 
24 fludied God's law as my rule. I was alſo upright before 


him, and have kept myſelf from mine iniquity; / 
Pecially from deſtroying Saul, to which 1 was often tempted, 


2 25 and with which T have been charged. Therefore the Logo 


| hath recompenſed me according to my righteouſneſs, 
hath favoured my righteous cauſe ;, according to my clean» 


26 neſs in his eye-ſight, With the merciful thou wilt ſhow _ 


pn merciful, [and] with the upright man thou wilt : 
ſhow 
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27 ſnow chyſelf upright. With the pure, thou wilt ſhow 


thyſelf pure, thou wilt be faithful to faithful ſouls; and 


28 with the froward thou wilt ſhow thyſelf unſavoury. And 


the afflicted people thou wilt fave : but thine eyes [are] 
upon the haughty, [that] thou mayeſt bring them] 


down; croſs their deſigns, and teſtify thine abhorrence of 
2209 their practices. For thou [art] my lamp, O Logo: and 
the Lokp will lighten my darkneſs, reſtore me to proſperiiy, 


and advance me to royal dignity, tho“ now poor and mean, 


30 For by thee I have run through a troop of armed men 


by my God have I leaped over a wall, ſcaled the citic; 


31 and deſtroyed the fortifications of my enemies. | As for] God, 
his way [is] perfect; his ways and methods of providence, 


the? ſeemingly perplexed and dark, are perfectly juſt, and 
toll appear fo at laſt; the word of the Logp [15] tried: 
he [is] a buckler to all them that truſt in him, good men 
| have always found him faith ful. Then, to illuſtrate this in 
- his own caſe, he breaks out into the moſt thankful adoration: 


- 32 For who [is] God, fave the Lox D? none of the idols of 
diu heathen are gods: and who Lis] a rock, ſave our God? 


none can defend his enemies, none can injure his friends, 


: 33 God [is] my ſtrength [and] power: and he maketh | 


my way perfect, that is, plain, and removes all my difficul- | 


34 lies. He maketh my feet like hinds' [feet,] 70 purſue = 
i enemies ſwiftly and ſucceſsfully : and ſetteth me upon 
35 my high places, defends me againſt their attacks. He 


teacheth my hands to war; fo that a bow of ſteel is | 


broken by mine arms; my firength and dexterity are from 
| 36 God. Thou haſt alſo given me the ſhield of thy ſalva- 


tion: and thy gentleneſs hath made me great;  pardmed | 
ny A in, advanced me to this high ſtation, and ſecured me in 


37 it. Thou haſt enlarged my ſteps under me; ſo that my 


. 38 feet did not flip. 1 have purfued mine enemies, and 


deſtroyed them; and turned not again until I had con- 


ſiumed them; particularly referring to Abſalom's and She- _ 


ba rebellion, which were ſo ſpeedily and effeftually cruſhes. = 


39 And J have conſumed them, and wounded them, that 
they could not ariſe: yea, they are fallen under my 
40 feet, For thou haſt girded me with ſtrength to battle: 
1 them that roſe TP r me haft thou ſubdued under 


0 me, 
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41 me. Thou haft alſo given me the necks of mine ene- 
42 mies, that I might deſtroy them that hate me. They 
looked, but [there was] none to ſave; [even] unto the 
43 Lokp, but he anſwered them not. Then did I beat 
them as ſmall as the duſt of the earth, I did ftamp them 
as the mire of the ſtreet, [and] did ſpread them abroad, 
44 Thou alſo haſt delivered me from the ſtrivings of my 


people, united Tſrael and Fudah under me, thou haſt kept 


me [to be] head of the heathen: a people [which] I. 
knew not ſhall ſerve me; ke had ſubdued neighbouring na- 
tions, and extended his conqueſts to kingdoms remote and be- 
| 45 fore unknown, Strangers ſhall ſubmit themſelves unto | 
me: as ſoon as they hear he fame of my vidlorious arms 
46 they ſhall be obedient unto me. Strangers ſhall fade 
away, and they ſhall be afraid out of their cloſe places; 
they ſhall be ſtruck with panick, and, diſtruſting their forces 
and ſtrong holds, ſhall willingly become tributary to him. 


Lox liveth; and bleſſed [be] my rock; and exalted 
be the God of the rock of my ſalvation ; aſcribing all 
to the power and goodneſs of God; and then ſums up the 
8 js whole, by ſaying, It [is] God that avengeth me of all my 
enemies, and that bringeth down the people under me, 
4 4  maketh all 1ſrael to ſubmit to me. And that bringeth me 
forth from mine enemies: thou alſo haſt lifted me up on 
high above them that roſe up againſt me: thou haſt de- 
livered me from the violent man, from the Phil, tines, 


will fing praiſes unto thy name; I will publiſh this ſong 


vid, and to his ſeed for evermore; I hope and believe 


to be a remote reference to the Malſiali, 10 whom the Aci 5 
15 Ts is plies, Rom. xv. 9. 


REFLECT- 


47 Thus he encourages himſelf to hope for future favours. The 


59 and my own ſubjefts, and Saul. Therefore I will give Y 
thanks unto thee, O Lokp, among the heathen, andi! 


for the benefit of all my jubjefs, and 10 lead them to the 
1 knowledge of Ged. [He is] the tower of ſalvation for 
his king: and ſhoweth mercy to his anointed, unto Da- 


1 God will extend his favour to my poſterity. Here ſcem 


1. 


„„ r eee 


"REFLECTIONS. 


| H E. general uſe of this chapter is to excite us ta 
gratitude and praiſe for divine mercies eſpecially 


extraordinary interpoſitions of providence in our favour, 
New mercies are every day riſing, and call for new ſongs, 
Let us praiſe God in our ſecret devotions, and ſhow forth 
his praiſes before others. We ſhould not be aſhamed to 
own our obligations to him, and to expreſs our gratitude 
for his mercy, We ſhould take notice of the greatneſs and 
ſeaſonableneſs of our deliverances, and trace the hand of 
: providence i in them, to make our gratitude lively and ac- 
5 ceptable. 8 


2. If we deſire the continined "ERS and interpoſition of - 


5 heaven, let us follow after righteouineſs, David was re. 
| warded according to it, This is a general maxim in divine 
proceedings. The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs. With 
' - the merciful thou wilt ſhow thyſelf merciful, and with the upe 
right man thou wilt ſhow thyſelf upright, v. 26. Thus we 
ſhall pray with humble hope and confidence. The more we 
are like God, the more fully we may be aſſured of his ; 
favourable regards, 3 : 


3. Let us learn to truſt God in fat Alten and 


5 8 rejoice in him as an everlaſting and unchangeable God. 
The Lord livethi; and bleſſed be my rock; and exalted be the Cod 

of the rock of my ſalvation. This is language well becoming 55 

chriſtians; and ſhould be their joy in every ſucceeding age. 
Whatever dangers or troubles are before us, he is ſtill the | 

| fame; therefore let him be truſted in, and exalted. 


4. Let us eſpecially rejoice to think that our deliverance 


is perfected in Chriſt, He hath raiſed us from the greateſt 
trouble, the ſorrows of death, the ſnares of hell; as the 
” Captain of our ſalvation, he is gone before us. and will 
give us the victory over our ſpiritual enemies, If we fight 
under his banner, and depend on his grace, he will deliver 
us now; and at length beſtow complete and nen | 
kalyation upon us. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


In account of the laſt words of David, eich were delivered by 


the ſpirit of pr ophecy; a catalogue of Davids worthies, and : 
the exploits of ſome of the moſt eminent of them. 


OW theſe [be] the laſt words of David." David : 

the ſon of Jeſſe faid, and the man [who was] 

_ raiſed up on high, exalted 10 be king of 1ſrael, and the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the ſweet pſalmiſt 
2 of Ifrael,* ſaid, The Spirit of the Logp ſpake by me, 
and his word [was] | in my tongue. Ile here celebrates the 
author of his inſpiration, Feſiovaſ, the God of Iſrael, and 


we have the prophecy itſelf, which refers to the Meſſi ah, his 
ſpiritual kingdom, and his final triumph over the enemies of 


4 kind of tranſport of joy and expectation at the proſpet? 
7 before him. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of 1877 . 
ſpake to me, He that ruleth over men [ muſt be] juſt, 


4 juſt one ruling over men, he ruleth in the fear of God. And 

he ſhall be] as the light of the morning, [when] the 

un riſeth, [even] a morning without clouds; [as] the 
tender graſs [{pringing] out of the earth by clear ſhin- 

ing after rain. Here he deſcribes the glorious effefts of this 
dominion, light and knowledge ſhall ſpread abroad over the 
_ earth, and that conſolation and peace, which deliverance from 


5 the dominion of fin 7 5 death Joan gr odlce. Fl. 4 my 


. The laſt words of « eminent lots 1 11 deere particu» 
lar notice, But theſe are peculiarly worthy of attention, as they _ 
are introduced in ſo magnificent and awful a manner, immediately 8 
before his death, when the prophetick ſpirit was ſtrong upon bim, 
a it was upon Moſes and jacob in like circumſtances. . 5 
This title peculiarly belonged to David, as he was the author 
of moſt of the pſalms, a compoſer of the muſick, and preſcribed 
to the performers their ſeveral parts. He inrented the inſtruments 
= e mane them, and bore himſelf a part in the perform- 
e. 
Theſe are not two images, but one, viz. the ſpringing up of 
Frais and flowers before the bright ſunſhine of the morning, after 
refreſhing rains in the night; than which there is not in all na- 
ture a more checking and delightful ſcene. 


takes notice of his powerful impulſe. In the following verſe | = 


it. After this magnijicent introduttion, he breaks out into 


ruling in the fear of God; or, as it ſpould be pears Y ſe . 


"houſe | 


as f. SAMUEL Su: 


houſe [be] not ſo with God; yet he hath made with me 
an everlaſting covenant altho* the preſent ſituation of un- 
elf and family, and the people of God, falls ſo much ſhort of 
ths glorious character, yet fuch a time will come according to 
God's covenant, which is ordered in all things,] and 
ſure; which is laid in order, as the word fegnifies, and 
well expreſſes the gradual diſplay of that promiſe in ſucceſſive | 
revelations of it, and the orderly diſpoſition of the ſeveral! 
events preceding and preparatory to the final completion of 
it ; and this he rejoiced in, ſaying, for [this is] all. my fal. 
vation, and all [my] deſire; although he make [it] 
6 not grow But [the ſons] of Belial [ſhall be] all of 
them as thorns thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be 
tanken with hands; hey ſhall be like thorns or briars, 1% 
rough, too firong to be hare with a common hand, that 
7s, they ſhall not be overtaken with a light and ordinary 
7 vengeance; but the man that ſhall touch them muſt be 
' fenced with iron and the ſtaff of a ſpear ; Chriſt, ile 
| Meſſiah and prince, who ſhall come to execute vengeance 
pon them, ſhall be armed with the inſtruments of deſtruttion, 
and they ſhall be utterly burned with fire! in the {me} 5 
place; he ſhall entirely conſume them.” 
8 Theſeſbe] the names of the mighty men whom David 
had: the Tachmonite that fat in the ſeat at the council 
f war, chief among the captains, the lieutenant general; 
the ſame [was] Adino the Eznite; [he lifted up his 
ſpear] againſt eight hundred, whom he flew at one time.“ 
9 And after him [was] Eleazar the ſon of Dodo the 
Benn, K of the three mighty men with David, ; 


; 5 oben 
þ „ 4 bis Would hs” part of Ve . 7 he gives a Gown but 
0 A dreadful repreſentation of the condition of the wicked, and the 

mein that awaits them. 
= "has 18 parallel to the ſecond ful. he ſhall 1 * Ih or Breat 


dem ewith a rod of iron; he ſhall prove as a conſuming fire to 
5 them, they ſhall be utterly burnt. up. It expreſſes the certainty 
of the action, and that there is no poſſibility of eſcaping. This 
ſcems to be the meaning and ſpirit of this beautiful and inftrudive 
prophecy, and thus it 15 parallel 0 Mat. iv. 1, 2. and is illuſ- 
trated by it. 
s He ſlew three kondred of 3 with his own hands, ( Chi 


Xi, 11.) and ſo routed the reſt, that they were lain by others of 
| the Len Oe | 
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when they defied the Philiſtines [that] were there ga- 
thered together to battle, and the men of Iſrael were 
10 gone away: He aroſe, and ſmote the Philiſtines until 
his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the ſword, 
by reaſon of blood which clotted his hand: and the Lonp 
wrought a great victory that day; and the people r2- 
turned after him only to ſpoil; they that were fled (v. 9.) 
returned, after he had done ſlaying the Plilitizes, not to 
11 fight, but only to take the ſpoil. "And after him [was! 
 _ Shammah the ſon of Agee the Hararite, And the Phi- 
 liſtines were gathered together into a troop, or, for 
foraging, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles : 
Is and the people fled from the Philiſtines. But he ftood 
in the midſt of the ground, and defended it, and flew the 

Philiftines, drove them back with great loſs: and the Lord 


| 13 wrought a great victory. And three of the thirty chief, 


or, the three captains over the thirty, went down, and came 


to David in the harveſt time, when it WAS Very hiot, unto = 


the cave of Adullam, (1 Sam. xxii. 2 f.) and the troop of 
the Philiftines pitched in the valley of Rephaim, (2Sam. 
7 14 v. 18.) And David [was] then in an hold, and the 
garriſon of the Philiſtines [was] then [in] Beth- lehem. 
2 5 And David longed, and ſaid, Oh that one would give 
mee drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, which 
lis] by the gate! not with any intent that they ſhould go 
fer it, he only expreſſed how glad he ſhould be of a draught 
of that water, of which he was uſed to drink when a boy, 
16 And the three mighty men brake through the hoſt of 
the Philiſtines, and drew water out of * the well of Beth- 
lehem, that [was] by the gate, and took [it,] and 
brought [it] to David; his they did without ſaying any 
ing to him. Perhaps their boldneſs terrified the Philitines, 
who flood aftoniſhed to ſee them : nevertheleſs he would 
not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the Lord, as 


blank offering to God for delivering them, And he ſaid, 


| Beit far from me, O Lok, that I ſhould do this: [is 
not this] the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of --: 
their lives? therefore he would not drink it; he was 
Fer ry for his foal iſh wiſh, and that fi uch brave men ſhould be 
expoſed to ſuch imminent danger. Theſe ie tings di id theſe 
we LL e 9 = 
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three mi ohty men together, Then follows their | "Wes 

18 exploits, E Abiſhai, the brother of Joab, the ſon of 

 _ Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he lifted up 
his ſpear againſt three hundred, ſand] ſlew [them, ] and 


19 had the name among three. Was he not moſt honour. 


able of three? therefore he was their captain: howbeit 
he attained not unto the [firſt] three for ftrength and 


20 valour. And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, the ſon of a 


valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he 
flew two lion-like men of Moab: he went down alſo 
and flew a lion in the midſt of a pit in time of ſnow : ' 


<> And ts awe wh Egyptian, a goodly man, of great frength, 


_ dexterity and ſtature : and the Egyptian had a ſpear in his 
hand /ike a weaver”s beam; (1 Chron, xi. 23.) but he went 
down to him with a aff, and plucked the ſpear out of 
the Egyptian's hand, and ſlew him with his own ſpear, 


22 Theſe [things] did 8 the ſon of Jehoiada, and 
by 3 had the name among three mighty men. He was more 


honourable than the thirty, but he attained not to the 
[firſt] three. And David ſet him over his guard. 


24 Aſahel the brother of Joab [was] one of the thirty; 
25 Elhanan the ſon of Dodo of Beth-lehem, Shammah 
20 the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, Helez the Paltite, 


27 Ira the ſon of Ikkeſh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anetho- 


28 thite, Mebunnai the Huſhathite, Zalmon the Ahohite, 
29 Maharai the Netophathite, Heleb the ſon of Baanah, 


a Netophathite, Ittai the ſon of Ribai out of Gibeah 


30 of the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 


31 Hiddai of the brooks of Gaaſh, Abi-albon the Arba- 


- 02 thite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, Eliahba the Shaalbo- 
33 nite; of the ſons of Jaſhen, Jonathan, Shammah the 


34 Hararite, Ahiam the ſon of Sharar the Hararite, Eli- 
phelet the ſon of Ahaſbai, the ſon of the Maachathite, 


8 35 Eliam the fon of Ahithophel the Gilonite, Hezrai the | 
306 Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, Igal the ſon of Nathan 
37 F of Zobah, Bani the San Zelek the Ammonits, 


-N ahari 


5 He as ad into a cave to Holter himſelf ! in ſnowy 
weather, and there a lion attacked him, which, notwithſtanding 
the diſadvantage of. the AtuaUon,. and the fiercenels of the beaſt, 


- he flew. | 


Err 
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Nahari the Beerothite, armourbearer to Joab the 
28 fon of Zeruiah, Ira an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, 


39 hues the Hirtite : REST and ſeven 1 in all. 0 


REFLECTIONS. 


. E ſhould rejoice | in i the character ad offics of 


the Meſſiah, as here pointed out, and that 


this prophecy i is ſo far accompliſhed. God hath raiſed up 


a king, even this juſt one, who ruleth in the fear of God; the 


ſun of righteouſneſs hath riſen upon us with healing under his 
wings; and we enjoy plenty of ſpiritual bleſſings in him, 
Let us rejoice that he hath extended his kingdom ſo wide, e 
and /hall reign till his enemies become his footſtool. 


2. Let us rejoice in the ſecurity of this everlaſting c cov 
nant. It is our comfort in life and death; it is not only | 
a covenant of royalty, but of grace, even he ſure mercies of 


David. It is everlaſting in its contrivance and continuance; 


admirably adapted to promote the glory of God, and the 
holineſs and happineſs of fouls, It 1s firmly eſtabliſhed by 


the promiſe of a faithful God, and Jeſus is the ſurety of it. 


Lis well ordered in all things, and ſure; as it is all our ſalva- 
lion, let it be all our deſire; let us ſeek a ſhare in its bleſſings, 
and comply with its ds” Then will this God be our 


God for ever and ever, and our guide even until death, 


3. Let the enemies of Chriſt and his kingdom dread the 


effects of his diſpleaſure. Thoſe ſons of Belial who refuſe 


his yoke, which is ſo eaſy, who oppoſe his intereſts, and 

will not ſubmit to him, ſhall be entirely deſtroyed by that 
fire which ſhall never be quenched, Therefore &/s the Son, 

lf; he be angry, and ye Periſo from the way when his wrath FF 
indled but a little. 


4. Whatever valour, os and ſucceſs any poſſeſs, | 
all ſhould be aſcribed to God. So were the noble exploits _ 


of theſe brave men, v. 10—1 2, and the Lord wrought a great 


Vol. III. „ IJ - dine 7 


4 There is "OR difference between this liſt and that in Chroni- 


les, Some were then dead, or had milbehaved, and ſo loſt their 


rank; which accounts for the diſagreement between them. Others 


might be added who behaved well Wi 0 and diſtinguiſhed | 


tnemſclves by ſome heroic actions” 


— 
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victory, tho' theſe men were inſtruments in obtaining i it. The 


hand of God ſhould be acknowledged in all the ſtrength, 
courage, and ſkill of men. Let not the ftrong man therefore 


glory in his frength, but let him that glorieth, glory in the 
©: > 


Bs Did the three men here A venture ſo boldly 


do ſerve David and their country? How bold and reſolute 
| ſhould we be in the cauſe of Chriſt! He is the captain of 
our ſalvation; and we ſhould be reſolute in oppoſing temp. 
_ tations, and attacking our ſpiritual enemies, How cou- 
_ rageouſly ſhould we appear on the Lord's fide, in oppoſition 


to abounding vice and wickedneſs! endeavouring, by our 


example and influence, to ſtem the torrent, and prevent 


its increaſe. They obſerved the leaſt hint of their prince's 
mind, and hazarded their lives to gratify it; ſo ambitious 


were they to pleaſe him. Let us thus attend to the orders 


of our Lord, and obſerve every intimation of his will; ; el- 
Pecially as he puts us upon no deſperate ſervices, requiring 
nothing but what is reaſonable and fit to be cone, what he 
will aſſiſt us in, and reward us for. | 


6. Good ſoldiers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be had 


in everlaſting remembrance. This catalogue is written for 
the honour of theſe worthies, and to excite the emulation of 
others. Thoſe that enliſt under Chriſt's banner, war a 
good warfare, and ſhall all be had in everlaſting honour. 
Their names are dritten in the Lamb's book of life; and tho 
different degrees of courage and zeal will have different 
degrees of honour, yet all ſhall be approved and rewarded, 
and their names mentioned with applauſe at the great de- 
ciding day. Having been faithful to death they ſhall receive 
a crown of life. Let us then ſeek this honour ; fight the goud 
| fight of faith, that we may finiſh our courſe with jy, and 


Fo followers of them, — 7 thro faith and e, inherit le 
promiſes. 5 


"CHAP. 
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CH AP; XIV. 7 
The A 1 of David in numbering the people the judgment brought 
upon the kingdom ; the plague 75 ſtayed upon David's re. 
pentance; and an altar is built to God i in memory of 78 
dafuer ant. N 


ND again the anger of the 1025 was kindled 
againſt Iſrael, and he moved David againſt them, 

8 2 to ſay, Go, number Iſrael and Judah.” For the king 

|  faid to Joab the captain of the hoſt, which [was] with 

him, Go now through all the iribes of Iſrael, from 

Dan in the north, even to Beer-ſheba in the ſouth, and 

number ye the people, that I may know the number of 

z the people. And Joab ſaid unto the king, Now the | 

Lord thy God add unto the people how many ſoever 

they be, an hundredfold, and that the eyes of my lord 


the king may ſee [it:] but why doth my lord the king 


delight in this thing, for it will be chargeable, troubleſome, 


I and dangerous? Notwithſtanding the king's word pre- i 


vailed againſt Joab, and againſt the captains of the 
hoſt, who Joined with him in the remonſtrance. And Joab 
and the captains of the hoſt went out from the preſence 
bol the king, to number the people of Iſrael, 20 being 
m_ to hazard his favour, by diſputing or di obeying his 
orders 


And they alice over Jordan, and pitched | in Aroer, 


* 


on the right fide of the city that [lieth] in the midſt of 


b the river of Gad, and toward Jazer : Then they cane 


to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodſhi; and they 
7 came to Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon, And came to 


the ſtrong hold of Tyre, and to all the cities of the 5 


livites, and of the Canaanites: and they went out to 
8 the ſouth of Judah [even] to Beer-ſheba. So when 
. had gone e all the land, they came to 


N Jeruſalem 


Ts We read in 1 os xxi. 1. chat Satan ſoggefiod this, and 
od permitted it, becauſe his anger was kindled againſt Iſrael 
for their rebellion, their luxury, and their confidence in their 
Numbers and frength ; A ing + too common in e and | 
keaceful Kingdoms, | | | 


Cog oe or 


14 return to him that ſent me. And David made an heriic 


T- 3 They went ſouth-eaſt, then by the eaſt to the north, o on 


why David repented. : LENS | 5 . 
— d In Chronicles it is three gears“ famine; and that perhaps 15 the 
true reading according to the antient verſion, as it correſponds de 
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Jeruſalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 

9 and Joab gave up the ſum of the number of the people 

unto the king: and there were in Iſrael eight hundred 
thouſand valiant men that drew the ſword; and the men 
of Judah [were] five hundred thouſand men.” 


10 And David's heart ſmote him, after that he had 


numbered the people. And David ſaid unto the Logy. 
1 have finned greatly in that I have done: and now, [ 
| beſeech thee, O Lorp, take away the iniquity of thy 


11 ſervant; for J have done very fooliſhly.* For * when 


David was up in the morning, the word of the Lozy 
came unto the prophet Gad, David's ſeer, his domeſtich 


12 prophet, who adviſed him in difficult caſes, ſaying, Go and 


ſay unto David, Thus faith the Logp, I offer thee 
three things; ] chooſe thee one of them, that I may 
[do it] unto thee. This was an inſtance of the divine 
clemency, and deſigned to humble him the more, by ſhowing 


= tum how unbecoming his vanity and conceit were, when he 
13 was ſo entirely under the divine power, So Gad came to 


David, and told him, and faid unto him, Shall ſeven 
pears of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt 
thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they 
purſue thee? or that there be three days? peſtilence 
in thy land? now adviſe, and ſee what anſwer I ſhall 


and 


to the weſt, and then to the ſouth: but they did not nuniber all 
the people, Benjamin and the Levites were mittem. 
IT The difference between this account and that in 1 CV. 
xi. 5. is eafily reconciled, by ſuppoſing that in ene account the 
_ - militia was reckoned, and not in the other, which makes their 
numbers nearly equal, The whole was a prodigious multituce 
for ſo ſmall a tract of land to ſupport, F 


Perhaps David's fin lay in doing this without divine direc, 


„ tion, or any 1mportant deſign, but from pride and vanity, are. 
confidence in his numbers and ſtrength. This may be the reaſon 
| why the action 18 1mputed | 90 Satan, the father of pride. ITbe | 

people were alſo guilty in not paying half a ſhekel ranſom fer 
their lives, according to the law, Exodus xxx. 1 5 


® This ſhould be rendered And, for this was not the reaſcn 


three 
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and religious reph, and ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great 
trait: let us fall now into the hand of the Logo ; for 
his mercies [are] great; and let me not fall into the 
band of man:. 5 
1 So the LoRD ſent a peltilence upon il, From: the 
morning even to the time appointed: and there died 
of the people from Dan even to Beer-ſheba ſeventy 
1 thouſand men. And when the angel ſtretched out his 
hand upon Jeruſalem to deſtroy it, the Logo, obſerving By 
David and the people aſſembled for worſhip, and penitent 
before him, repented him of the evil, changed his way, 
and ſaid to the angel that deſtroyed the people, It is 
enough: ſtay now thine hand.* And the angel of the 
Lokb was by the threſhing place of Araunah the Jebu- 
ſite. The angel appeared like a man, with a drawn ſword in 


his hand, to ſhow that it cas not a natural calamity, but an 


extraordinary judgment. He ſtood before a threſping- place on 
mount Moriah, where Abraham ſtood to ſacrifice Iſaac, and 


17 where the temple was afterwards built. And David ſpake 


unto the Lok when he ſaw the angel that ſmote tne 


e and ſaid, (not to the angel, but to the Lord,) Lo, g 


>» have ſinned, and I have done e but theſe 
„ 3: = | ſheep, 


due months? flight and three days? peltilence. They were three 
great and ſore judgments, I 
© Famine and peſtilence were both imweliately from God's I 
hand; but as famine was from a natural cauſe, he ſeems to refer 
to peſtilence. He defires not to fall into the hand of men; they 
were cruel, and would make no diſtinction between the good and 
bad; this would be more to the diſhonour of God, and ſtain the | 
glory of Iſrael, There was great charity, wiſdom and goodneſs in 
David's anſwer. If he had choſen famine, or the ſword, he would 
haye choſen ill for his people, but well for himſelf. He was 
nich, and might have had relief in famine, while his ſubjects were 
farving. He might have had ſome ſtrong hold or fortification, 
While they were expoſed to all the horrors of war. He choſe 


zhat an antient writer calls * an evil incident to kings and gover⸗ 


nors, as well as ſubjects; * no riches nor forces could ſecure n 
1 
The word properly de an aſſembly, or ir facred time; 5 pro- 
bably the time of evening prayer. = 
* By this it appears that the plague PRANK only about nine 
hours, ſuch quick work do judgments make; While Joab Was 
nine months in going thro' the land, the angel's ſword in nine 


hours did ſuch terrible execution. 
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ſheep, what have they done ? let thine hand, T pray 
thee, be againſt me, and againſt my father's houſe. He 
reflects like a good man on his own fin, and not on the people 
and thar rebellion. His language expreſſes the greateſt affec- 

tion for them, He prays that the fin might rather be charged 

to him and his father's houſe, that is, his kindred, x0 Pro- 
bably, inſtead of diſſuading him, encouraged him to do it. 

18 And Gad came that day to David, and faid unto 
him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Lonp! in the threſh- 
ing- floor of Araunah the Jebuſite. He was afraid 40 90 
10 Gibeon, where the tabernacle was, becauſe of the plague, 
ond of the angel deſtroying Jeruſalem in the mean time; and 
So, in condeſcenſion to his fears, orders the ſacrifice to be 
| 19 on the ſpot, And David, according to the ſaying of 
20 Gad, went up as the Log commanded. And Araunah 
looked, and ſaw the king and his ſervants coming on 
"toward him : and Araunah went out, and bowed him- 
| 21 ſelf before the king on his face upon the ground. And 
Araunah faid, Wherefore is my lord the king come to 
"his ſervant? And David ſaid, To buy the threſhing- 

|} Ha floor of thee, to build an altar unto the Lonp, that the 
| BR - 22 2 plague may be ſtayed from the people. And Araunah 
aid unto David, Let my lord the king take and offer 
up what ſeemeth] g good unto him; behold, [here be] 

. oxen for burnt ſacrifice, and threſhing 3 in frgments and 
other] inſtruments of the oxen for wood; dry <200d, 


1 3555 3 Yokes, and threſking 11 ſtruments, to make the fre with, All 
EF _- _ _ theſe [things] did Araunah, [as] a king, give unto 
8. the king. And Araunah aid unto the king, The 
1 Lonp thy God accept thee; I hall think myſelf ſuf- 
. 24 ficiently paid if God will accept the ſacrifice, And the 
king ſaid unto Araunah, Nay; but I will ſurely buy 
| 85 . lit] of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offer- 
' ings unto the Lok D my God of that which doth coli 
8 me nothing; that would be diſhonourable to God, as if he 
| was not worthy of the expenſe, and a diſparagement i 
1 C Vim ſelf, as if he a unwilling, So David bought the 
g 1 5 Fireſhing: Hoor and the oxen for fifty ſhekels of ar 
. | 5 LETS 25 n 


£. Between five * fix pounds; and for cha whole ſpot whereon 
the temple | was built, and the courts abont il. ſix . 
N 0 as 


/ e  IES 
22 A endo 
— — — * 


„CC 
25 And David built there an altar unto the Lorp, and 
offered burnt offerings to implore mercy, and peace offer- 
ings, in thankfulneſs for the beginning of mercy. So the 
Lord was intreated for the land, and the plague was 
ſtayed from Iſrael. The angel put up his ſword, and God 
ent fire from heaven to conſume the ſacrifice, in token of his 
acceptance, 1 Chron. xx1. 26. David probably compoſed lie 
ninety 0 pſalm o on this occai „„, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. 1 E have here an awful inſtance of the miſchievous : 


_ conſequences of pride. There was no real harm 


i in numbering the people. It had been done by Moſes, and 


others after David's time did it. But the principle was 
ranity; he was proud of his forces, and now truſted in an 


m , fleſh; God puniſhed him for it by the loſs of great 


numbers of them, Pride is always diſpleaſing to God, and 


itis juſt in him to take away that which 1s the cauſe of our 
pride and boaſting, It is lawful to take pleaſure in our 
comforts and poſſeſſions ; but if we are proud, and forget 


God, he will deprive us of them. Teide goeth before deſtrue- 


tion, and a haughty ſpirit before a fall, 
2, See what an excellent thing it is to have a tender con- 


ſcience, which will ſmite us when we do evil, and reclaim 
us when we go aſtray. The beſt may err: but if the heart 


is tender, we ſhall ſoon be recovered; not continue under 


the power of fin, but quickly tread back the unhappy 
ſteps we have taken. Wee here ſee that the eye of God diſ= 
cerns the heart. May we therefore be cautious, and look 


well to our own. He does not ſo much conſider the action, 


as the principle from which it proceeds. Keep thy heart 15 


therefore with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life. 


3. We are taught the nature and genuine effects of re- . 
pentance. It will lead perſons to own their fin; that the 
have el greatly, and done fooliſnly; and to accuſe 
memſelyes more than others. 80 David yh 2 heſe ſheep, _ 


VU 4 on oe ea boat 


3 as we en I Chron. xxi. 25. about five hundred and fifty 


pounds; probably much more than it was worth; but he did it 


vut of royal —_—y and to reward {0 0005048 a man. 
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| what have they done ? On me be the miquity.. Let theſe eſcape. 
It will lead us to ſeek pardon, and to cry earneſtly for it, 
Too many are ready to extenuate their fin, ſaying, © It is 
but a little matter;* and are ready to charge others as 
greater offenders, eſpecially when publick judgments are 
abroad, But humble hearts blame themſelves moſt, and 

intreat mercy for themſelves and others. The more they 


ſee of God's great mercy, eſpecially in pardoning, the more 
they are humbled for fin and reſolved againſt it. 


4. Thoſe who profeſs relation to God, ſhould cultivate a 


_ generous ſpirit. This was remarkable both in the Jebuſites 
and the Iſraelites. They ſtrove who ſhould excel; and it 


was a noble emulation. Araunah offered generouſiy to the 


king, tho' he was able to pay. David determined not to 


take advantage of his generoſity, but to pay to its full 
value, and gave a good reaſon; he would not offer to the 


Tord what coſt him nothing. There i is no true religion in a 
85 niggardly, covetous breaſt. Moſt men are for a cheap re. 
ligion; they do not care how little they give for God and 
his ſervice, and are glad if it coſts them nothing. But 
God requires and expects that we honour him with our ſub- 
ſtance; and that whatever we do in his ſervice, it ſhould be 
done generouſly, and proportionably to the greatneſs and 


goodneſs of that God whom we ſerve, This is the way to 


ſecure his bleſſing with what we have, and to be largey 
fi Ongar at the ade 95 the Juſt. Amen. 1 


The 


— 


The firſt Book of the KI N G 8. 


Called by the Seventy, 
17 he third Book of the K I N G 8. 


＋—— 


INTRODUCTION. 


TH E 0 E two books of the Kings contain the tiftary of the 


king's of Iſrael and Judah, from Solomon to the Baby- 
loniſh . including a ſpace of near " 2 hundred Jears : an ud 


were probably oritten by Ezra. 


elt will be proper to read the twenty ſecond chapter of the 


firſt book of Chronicles before this, as it contains an account of 
what immediately followed when the plague was ſtayed, and the 


altar * 00 which connects the Rory \ with this. 


CHAPTER I. 


- Chis an ca of E David's infirmities in ; his advanced life „ the 

attempt Adonijaſi mage to be king ; Nathan's contrivance to 
ſecure the ſettlement upon Solomon; his nomination by David, 

and advancement to the throne ; and the happy conſequence of TO 
= 8 1 in the confuſion of Adonij al and his party. 5 


1 OW king David was old [and] ichen in 
years; he was now ſeventy years of age, and 


cares, fatigues, and troubles; and they covered him with 
2 clothes, but he gat no heat. Wherefore his ſervants 


ſaid unto him, Let there be ſought for my lord the 5 


king a young virgin: and let her ſtand before the king, 


and let her cheriſh him, and let her lie in thy boſom, 
3 that my lord the king may get heat. So they ſought 


for a fair damſel throughout all the coaſts of Iſrael, 
and found Abiſhag a Shunammite, and brought her to 


| 4 the king. And the damſel [was] very fair, and cheriſl- 


ed the king, and miniſtered to him: but the king knew 
5 her not, Then Adonijah the ſon of Haggith exalted _ 
himſelf, ing J will be eng” and he prepared him 
Chariots 


worn out with the hardſhips of his youth, and his 


= 1. 
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chariots and horſemen, and fifty men to run before 


him. He took advantage of his father's age and eat. 


neſs, and uſed thoſe popular methods which Abſalom had 
done. What emboldened him to this was his father's in. 
dulgence. And his father had not diſpleaſed him at any 


time in ſaying, Why haſt thou done ſo? and he alſo 
[was a] very goodly [man] and [his mother] bare 


him after Abſalom, therefore, now Abſalom wwas dead, he 


, next heir. And he conferred with Joab the ſon of 
AZeruiah, and with Abiathar the prieſt : and they fol. 


lowing Adonijah helped [him.] The firſt was diſaffe&cd 


becauſe Amaſa had been put in tus place; the latter, proba- 


bly becauſe Zadok had more of the king's confidence than him, 
But Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, 


and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and 
the mighty men which [belonged] to David, kis heroes 


and faithful life guards, were not with Adonijah. And 


Adonijah flew ſheep and oxen and fat cattle by the ſtone 
of Zoheleth, which [is] by En-rogel ; and called all 
his brethren the king's ſons, and all the men of Judah 
the king's ſervants: they pretended to offer a ſacrifice, and 


ze. feaſt upon it, and none were lo come but thoſe who were 
invited. But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the 


mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not, 
His not inviting Solomon ſhowed that he knew him to be his 
rival, and Was acquainted with his deſignation to the throne, 


3115 


Wherefore Nathan ſpake unto Bath-ſheba the mother 


of Solomon, ſaying, Haſt thou not heard that Adoni- 


jah the ſon of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord 
knoweth [it] not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray 
thee, give thee counſel, that thou mayeſt ſave thine own. 


life, and the life of thy ſon Solomon; for Adonijah wil 


13 not think himſelf ſafe while he lives. Go and get thee in 
TI ” unto king David, and ſay unto him, Didft not thou, 


wy lord, O king, ſwear unto thine handmaid, ſaying, 


. | Aurel -Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he 
ſhall ft upon my throne? why then doth A donijah 


reign ? Aud, Behold, while thou yet talkeſt there 8 
the king, I will alſo come in after thee, and confirm 


th Y words, and quicken him to get de immediate orders Lang 


ihe 
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15 the matter. And Bath-ſheba went in unto the king into 


the chamber: and the king was very old; and Abiſhag 


16 the Shunammite miniſtered unto the king. And Bath- 
ſheba bowed, and did obeiſance unto the king. And 
17 the king ſaid, What wouldſt thou? And ſhe ſaid unto 
him, My lord, thou ſwareſt by the Lozp thy God 
unto thine. 3 [faying,] Afluredly Solomon 
thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 


18 throne, And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and 


now, my lord the king, thou knoweſt [it] not. SH 
does not accuſe David of breaking his oath, but intimates 
tat he Twas unacquainted with cohat Adonijah had done. 


- 19 And he hath flain oxen and fat cattle and ſheep in 


abundance, and hath called all the ſons of the king, 
and Abiathar the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the 
20 hoſt: but Solomon thy ſervant hath he not called. And 
thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all lfrael [are] 


upon thee, that thou ſnouldſt tell them who ſhall fit on 


the throne of my lord the king after him. The Iſraelites, 
knowing him to be concerned for their welfare e, and that he 
was a prophet, wwonld. expect him to name a ſucceſſor, and 


21 thus prevent diſturbances and rebellions. Otherwiſe it ſnall 


come to paſs, when my lord the king ſhall ſleep with 


his fathers, that I and my ſon Solomon ſhall be counted 


offenders. She hopes he would immediately interpoſe, other= 


worſe ſhe and her ſon would be conſidered and puniſhed as 
22 2raitors, for aiming at the kingdom, And, lo, while ſhe _ 

yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet alſo came 
in, who was always welcome to the king, aud Bath-ſheba © N 
23 withdrew, And they told the king, ſaying, Behold © 
Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before 
the king, he bowed himſelf before the king with his 


face to the ground; he approached with reverence, tio he | 


24 was a prophet, And Nathan ſaid, My lord, O king 
hlaſt thou ſaid, Adonijah ſhall reign after me, and he _ 
25 ſhail fit upon my throne ?* For he is gone down this 


day, and hath ſlain oxen and fat cattle and ſheep in . 


5 Abundance, and hath called all the king” 8 ſons, and the 


captains 


= Nathan knew 5 it was not 18 bas thas ks awakens and rouſes 
the ling, and Wufirates Agonyan's Faun 8 
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captains of the hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt; and, hs. 
hold, they eat and drink before him, and ſay, God 
ſave king Adonijah. He added to what Bath. -ſheba had 
ſaid, that they had actually proclaimed him king, without 


26 conſulting either God or David about it. But me, [even] 


me thy ſervant, and Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the 
fon of Jehoiada, and thy ſervant Solomon, hath he not 
called, knowing that we are men of fidelity, and that there 
27 was uo influencing us. Is this thing done by my lord the 
king, and thou haſt not ſhowed [it] unto thy ſervant, 
who ſhould fit upon the throne of my lord the king after 
28 him?” Then king David anſwered and faid, Call me 


Bath. ſheba. And ſhe came into the king's preſence, and | 
29 ſtood before the king. And the king ſware, and ſaid, 


[As] the Logp liveth, that hath redeemed my foul 


30 out of all diſtreſs, Even as I ſware unto thee by the 


Lon God of Iſrael, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon thy 
ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 


my _ throne. in my ſtead; even ſo will I certainly do s 5 


. 31 day. Then Bath-ſheba bowed with Cher] face to the f 


carth, and did reverence to the king, and ſaid, Let my 
lord king David live for ever. She never wiſhed 10 jo. ; 
; Solomon king while David could continue to be ſo. 


32 And king David faid, Call me Zadok the prieſt, and : 
e Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehotada; 


he knew theſe men would faithfully and reſolutely execute his 


1 33 orders. And they came before the king. The king alſo 


ſaid unto them, Take with you the ſervants of your 
lord, the king's valiant guards, and cauſe Solomon my 
ſon to ride n mine own mule, and bring him down | 


: 34 to Gihon:* And let Zadok the prieſt and Nathan the 


© anoint Fim chere Fg over r lirae): and blow ye 
„„ with 


» In a matter of fack* importance, Nathan: thought David would 


not act without his advice, or ſeeking counſel of God; eſpecially 
as he was the meſſenger of the divine deſignation of Solomon; 
if David had received any freth revelation hunſelt, he thought 1 9 
would tell him of it. : 


© He here makes a ſolemn 295541 to God, ond ſpeaks with : 
oratitude of his preſerving gooducls ; and therefore he would not 


; take his name in vain. 


d This was a fountain near jeruſalem, but on the oppoſde ice 
to that WRETE Adonij an Was Lauge 


L K INA 1. 301 
with the trumpet, and ſay, God ſave king Solomon.“ 


35 Then ſhall ye come up after him, that he may come 


and ſit upon my throne; for he ſhall be king in my 
ſtead: and J have appointed him to be ruler over Iſrael 


36 and over Judah. And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada 


anſwered the king, and ſaid, Amen: the Loxp God 


37 of my lord the king, ſay ſo [too.] As the Lorp hath . 


been with my lord the king, even ſo be he with Solo- 
mon; and make his throne greater than the throne of 
my lord king David. This was on honeſt, loyal wiſh ; 


x uttered with the air of a ſoldier and an Iſraclite. So Zadok 


the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
ſon of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pele- 


thites, went down, and cauſed Solomon to ride upon 


29 king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon, And 
Zadok the prieſt took an korn of oil out of the taber- 


nacle, to make the unction more ſacred and ſolemn, and 
anointed Solomon, And they blew the W and 


zo all the people ſaid, God fave king Solomon. And all 


the people came up after him, and the people pipe 
with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, ſo that the 
earth rent with the ſound of them; zhe people rejoiced 
greatly to ſee a king ſettled by Davids appointment, hoping 
it would prevent all conteſts, and ſecure their public Peace. 


41 And Adonijah and all the gueſts that [were] with 


110 heard [it] as they had made an end of eating. 


And when Joab, whoſe buſineſs, as captain of the hoſt, as 


10 ſuppreſs difturbances, heard the ſound of the trumpet, 


he ſaid, Wherefore [is this] noiſe of the city being in 
42 an uproar ? And while he yet ſpake, behold, Jonathan 
the fon of Abiathar the prieſt came: and Adonijah 277% 


unto him, Come in : for thou [art] a valiant man, and 
bringeſt good tidings, or, @ virtuous man, and we may 


43 depend on what thou ſayeſt. And Jonathan anſwered and 


laid to e Veri s our lord N David hath 
e male 


= The jewilt writers 65 FO the king was not 8 but 


in caſes Where the younger was choſen inſtead of the elder, or 
e crown was transferred to another family: the prieſt was to 
moint him, and the pro; het to denounce the divine deſignation 3 


doth were to join, to give greater authority and ſolemnity fot; then 
they Were to procigim him king, and fix him upon David's throne, 


302 E KINGS.” 1 
made Solomon king. Jonathan was witneſs of the whe 
tranſaction, and went with the reſt to the palace, where he 
44 heard and ſaw what paſſed on the occaſion. And the King 
| hath ſent with him Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have cauſed 
'45 him to ride upon the king's mule: And Zadok the prieft 
and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king, in 
| Gihon: and they are come up from thence rejoicing, ſo 
» that the city rang again. This [is] the noiſe that ye 
46 have heard. And alſo Solomon fitteth on the throne 
47 of the kingdom. And moreover the king's ſervants 
came to bleſs our lord king David, to thank him for hi; 
care in appointing a ſucceſſor, and ſo good a one, ſaying, 
| God make the name of Solomon better than thy name, 
and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the 
Z king bowed himſelf upon the bed, to thank them, and 
48 adore God for his great mercy. And alſo thus ſaid the 
king, Bleſſed [be] the Logp God of Iſrael, which hath 
given (one] to fit on my throne this day, mine eyes 
even ſeeing lit.] He mentioned this as 4 peculiar circum- 
ſtance of joy, that his eyes ſaw it, and that he was witneſs 
1 49 to the affeftion and joy of his people. And all the ouehs 
that [were] with Adonijah were afraid, and roſe up, 
and went every man his way. They diſperſed as ſoon as 
* they could, that it might not be known that they were With 
0 Adonijali. And Adonijah feared becauſe of Solomon, 
, - aroſe, and went, and caught hold on the horns of 
55 the altar.“ And it was told Solomon, ſaying, Behold, 
fo | Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath 
caught hold on the horns of the altar, ſaying, Let 
king Solomon ſwear unto me to day that he will not 
lay his ſervant with the ſword, and I will ſurrender - 
52 ſelf. And Solomon faid, If he will ſhow. himſelf a 
ns worthy man, there ſhall not an hair of him fall to the 
earth: but if wickedneſs ſhall be found | in Hind, he ſhall 


die. 
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f Tho- there was no . law, that thoſe 2 Ned to the 
altar ſhould be ſecure, yet they generally preſumed, that out: 01 


| reſpect to that holy Pes none would oftler violence to that 
that were there. 


1. 
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53 * 80 king Solomon ſent, and Aleniiah agreed to the 


conditions, and they brought him down from the altar, 


And he came and bowed himſelf to king Solomon; 


_ owned him for his ſovereign, and ſwore allegiance to him 


and Solomon ſaid unto him, Go to thine houſe , nHeddle 


uo more with publick affairs, but mind Your own Iivale 
1 concerns. 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


N ROM hence we may learn, that thoſe parents, Toy 
Who are over indulgent to their children, make a 


rod for themſelves. It was no wonder that Adonijah 


proved a traitor and a rebel, when his father ſpoiled him, = 
never croſſed his humour, let him follow his own inclina- 
tions, and have his own way, and thus brought this diſ- 


treſs upon himſelf, Such conduct in parents is weakneſs 


in them, and real cruelty to their children; who, when they 


are indulged, and not reſtrained and kept under, grow like 
5 Adonijah, proud and ambitious, and fo are ruined. 


2. It becomes aged ſaints to recollect and own the good- 


5 neſs of God to them in their paſt lives, v. 29. When Da- 5 
vid mentions the name of God, he adds, who hath redeemed 


me out of all diſtreſs. He owns God's goodneſs in bringing 


him through ſo many dangers and difficulties. Days ſhould 5 


ſpeak, and the multitude of years teach wiſdom. Aged ſaints? 
ſhould be witneſſes for God; ſhould teſtify of his goodneſs, 


and the experience they have had of his protection and 


care, It i is an honour due to him; it will afford them com- 
fort in future ſcenes, eſpecially in death; and be an en- 


couragement to the riſing generation to we and ſee that the 
Lord is gracious, 


3. It is a great ſatisfaction to good men, whey ding and 


quitting the world, to leave their families in proſperous and 


peaceable circumſtances; eſpecially to ſee them riſing up 


in their ſtead, active for the honour of God and the ſupport 
of religion, v. 48. This is a reaſon why heads of families 
ſhould be careful of their intereſt, eſpecially of the welfare 


of their fouls; and why young f men ſhould | be ſober-minded Gen 


that 
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God's precepts, to every thing the law contained, which he Was 
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that their parents might have comfort i in Mm living and 
dying. 


4. How much reaſon have we to rejoice in the exaltation 


81 Chriſt the fon of David, and in the eſtabliſhment of his 


kingdom, and to dread the confuſion and doom of his ene. 


mies. God hath ſet tus king on ſiis holy hill, Whatever 


attempts are made to dethrone him, or to deſtroy his king- 


dom, ſhall all be vain; and ſhall be turned to the confuſion 
of their authors, as thoſe of Adonijah and his party were, 
Men think by ſecret plots to undermine the cauſe of Chriſt, 

the prince of peace, but God will diſcover them. He ſuffers 


them to lay their heads together, and feaſt themſelves with 


the hopes of ſucceſs; and when they are at the height of 


their joy, he confounds them, lays them open to the ſcorn of 
the world, and the anguiſh of their own guilty hearts, But 


all thoſe who are faithful to Chriſt, ſhall find him able to fave 
to the ullermoſt, and enjoy all the ineſtimable bleſſings of his 


_ adminiſtration. Ki, the ſon, therefore, leſt he be angry, and 
5 Lok gs the "OP! when | fats walt 15 FRINGE: Put « a Anl. 


n * 


| . 


CHAP. II. 


5 Is lien are + David's laſt clout M1) 1 5 an account if - 


David's death and Solomon's ſucceſſion, and the deaths 4 
Acdoniſal, Joab, and a. 


ow the days of David drew . that he ſhould 
1 NV die; every thing relating to the temple being ſestled, 
te found himſelf going off apace; and he charged Sc lo- 
2 mon his ſon 10 mind religion, ſaying, I go the way of all 
the earth: be thou ſtrong therefore in the way of j1/1ic? 
and righteouſneſs z and ſhow thyſelf a man, diſcreet and 
8 3 ſerious; And keep the charge of the Lok thy God | 
to walk in his ways, to keep his ſtatutes, and his com- 

5 mandments, and his judgments, and his teſtimonies, as 
it is written in the law of Moſes, that thou mayeſt proſ- 
per, or do wiſely, in all that thou doeſt, and whitherſo- 


4 ever thou turneſt thyſelf : 5 That the Lozy may con- 
tinue 


5 This” variety of expreſſion 8 FE nad, De ſhould have to all 


to bead, and tranſcribe with his 0 own hand. 


tinue 
to all 
2 Was 
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tinue his word which he ſpake concerning me, which he 
promiſed me conditionally, ſaying, If thy children take 
heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with 

all their heart and with all their ſoul, there ſhall 
not fail thee (ſaid he) a man on the throne of Iſrael. 


5 Moreover thou knoweſt alſo what Joab the ſon of 


Zeruiah did to me, his inſolent, imperious behaviour to 
me, [and] what he did to the two captains of the 
hoſts of Iſrael, unto Abner the ſon of Ner, and 


unto Amaſa the ſon of Jether, whom he flew #9 
ſatisfy his own ambition, and ſhed the blood of war 
in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle 

that [was] about his loins, and in his ſhoes that [were] 


on his feet; he was not aſhamed to go to the army with 
their blood upon his apparel, as if it was his glory to have - 
6 murdered them, Do therefore according to thy wiſdom, 


and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
7 peace.“ But ſhow kindneſs unto the ſons of Barzillat 
the Gileadite, and let them be of thoſe that eat at thy 
table: for ſo they came to me, laden with all manner of 
proviſion, when I fled becauſe of Abſalom thy brother, 
$8 And, behold, [thou haſt] with thee Shimei, the ſon of 
Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which curſed me with a 
grievous curſe in the day when I went to Mahanaim : 


but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I ſware to 


him by the Lox, ſaying, I will not put thee to death 
with the ſword. David, by reaſon of this oath, was under 
4 @ perſonal obligation to Sſumei; but Solomon was at full 


liberty to vindicate the majeſty of kings, and avenge the or- 
bible inſult and malicious reproaches thrown upon his father; 
and he ſuppoſed that Shime?'s turbulent ſpirit would ſoon fur- 
9 nh him with occaſion for puniſhing him. Now therefore 
hold him not guiltleſs : for thou [art] a wiſe man, and 


; Vor. III. | 


| knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do unto him; but his 


+ Ss 


v David had never forgiven him for theſe crimes ; he only want⸗ 


ed power to puniſh him, and thought his ſon would be unſafe. 
Wile ſuch a bold and imperious man was living, who had ſuch 
Mere with the ſoldiers e e 
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hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood. 
10 So David ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David, in Sion; and his tomb wwas made of ſuc), 
im materials, or was ſo well guarded, that it continued above 
one thouſand years, till after Chriſt's time. See Alls ii. 29. 
11 And the days that David reigned over Iſrael [were] 
forty years: ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and 

12 thirty and three years reigned he in Jeruſalem. Then 

fat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and 
his kingdom was eftabliſhed greatly; he reigned with the 
D Fad villas conſent and approbation of his people, _ 

13 And Adonijah the ſon of Haggith came to Bath. 
| ſheba the mother of Solomon. And ſhe ſaid, Comeſt 
thou peaceably! ? She had ſome reaſon to diſtruſt 725 becauſe 

by her means, as he thought, he had loſt the kingdom, And 

8 14 he ſaid, Peaceably. He ſaid moreover, I have ſome- 

what to ſay unto thee, I am come about particular buſi meſs, 

15 And ſhe ſaid, Say on. And he ſaid, Thou knoveſt 

"that ine kingdom was mine by hereditary right, and 
[that] all Iſrael ſet their faces on me, that I ſhould | 
reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is 

become my brother's : for it was his from the Lot; 
therefore I would not have thee think that I have any il 

_ deſigns, for I am well ſatisfied with the divine deſignation. 

16 And now I aſk one petition of thee, deny me not. And 
17 ſhe faid unto him, Say on. And he ſaid, Speak, | 
pray thee, unto Solomon the king (for he will not ſay 
thee nay,) that he give me Abiſhag the Shunammite 

to wife. He thought he might lawfully marry her, becauſe ſhe 
Vas fill a virgin, tio David's laſt wife in his old age. 
18 And Bath-ſheba ſaid, Well; I will ſpeak for thee unto 
þ the king; not | underfanding. his whole nee, ſhe 90 
1 I Do: eds dis . it is not uncommon to omit 
Wi 5 the negative in the ſecond part of a ſentence, and to conſider it 
as repeated when it has been once expreſſed, and is followed by 

the connecting particle. He produces inſtances from 1/azah xlii. 22. 

Bp. LowTa allo, P/alm i. 5. ix. 18. xxxviii. 1. Ixxv. 5. Prov 

' XV. 12. xxx. 3. He therefore. concludes that this paſſage ſhould 

be rendered, but his hoar head bring thou NOT down to the gras 

l bleed; and it is plain Solomon underſtood it in this tenſe, 


for he did not kill Shimei for that cffence, but confined him te 
2 particular ſpot in Jeruſalem for the remainder of his life. | EpiT; 
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19 miſed to uſe her intereſt with the king. Bath-ſheba there- 


q fore went unto king Solomon, to ſpeak to him for 
0; Adonijah, And the king roſe up to meet her, and 
56e bowed himſelf unto her, and ſat down on his throne, 
J. and cauſed a ſeat to be ſet for the king's mother ; and 
J 20 ſhe fat on his right hand. Then ſhe ſaid, I defire one 
d ſmall petition of thee; [I pray thee, ] ſay me not nay. 
en And the king ſaid unto her, with the greateſt reſpect, 
1d 21 Aſk on, my mother : for I will not ſay thee nay. And 
he ſhe ſaid, Let Abiſhag the Shunammite be given to 

22 Adonijah thy brother to wife. And king Solomon 

h- anſwered and ſaid unto his mother, And why doſt thou 
eſt aſk Abiſhag the Shunammite for Adonijah? aſk for 
uſe him the kingdom alſo : for he [is] mine elder brother; 
nd even for him, and for Abiathar the prieſt, and for 
ge- 23 Joab the ſon of Zeruiah Then king Solomon ſware 
eſe, by the Lorp, faying, God do ſo to me, and more 
veſt alſo, let him do worſe to me than I dare mention, if Ado- 
nd nijah have not ſpoken this word againſt his own life. 
uld 24 Now therefore, [as] the Lorp liveth, which hath 
d 1s eſtabliſhed me, and ſet me on the throne of David my 
ed; father, and who hath made me an houſe, as he pro- 
y 1 25 miſed, Adonijah ſhall be put to death this day. And 
ion. king Solomon ſent by the hand of Benaiah the ſon of 
And Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he diem. 
ky 1 26 And unto Abiathar the prieſt ſaid the king, Get 
tay thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields, 70 thy eſtate in 
mite the country: for thou [art] worthy of death: but I 
Age. k When Solomon. heard the requeſt, he was a little provoked, Z | 
unto or it was not a ſmall petition; ſhe might as well have aſked 
Pro- me kingdom. He ſaw at once thro' Adonijah's deſign. It was 
miſed ieh treaſon among the jews to marry or debauch the king's 

- 2 $ Vidow ; but by this means Adonijah thought to enlarge his in- | 
- omit tereſt, as ſhe perhaps was allied to ſome great family, or might 
der it we conſiderable wealth left her by David. Solomon ſeems to 
ed by ive had ſecret intelligence that a plot was forming by Joab, 
11. 22. Abiathar, and Adonijah, and that this was their ſcheme, and the 
Prov. t overt act of treaſon.— The antient verſions and the Targum 
ſhould dive a different ſenſe to the latter clauſe of this verſe, viz. for he 
Kan (Adonijah) is my elder brother, and he has for him (already de- 
tenſe, Gared on his fide) both Abiathar and Joab.” Dr. KennicorT. 
jim ta * Beſides being concerned in this plot, he had taken part in 
Eolr; blalom's rebellion, Er nd OM 
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It : will not at this time put thee to death, becauſe thou 
1 bareſt the ark of the LoꝶD God before David my fa- 
1 _ and becauſe thou haſt been afflicted in all wherein 
1 27 my father was afflicted. So Solomon thruſt out Abia- 
1 Te hn from being prieſt unto the Lord ; that he might 
13 fulfill the word of the Loxp, which he ſpake concerning 
1 the houſe of Eli, in Shiloh; and thus was the Prone! th 

5+ I Sam, ii. 3t. accompliſhed, ; 
Th 28 Then tidings came to Joab: *. Joab had turned 
BH after Adonijah, though he turned not after Abſalom 
| 1 e knew he was guilty of crimes worthy of death, eſpecialh 

1 in this laſt plot. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of 
the Lord, gf caught hold on the horns of the altar 
1 in Gibeon, hoping for ſecurity and pardon there, as Adoni- 
17 209 jah had. And it was told king Solomon that Joab was 
* fled unto the tabernacle of the Loxp; and, behold, 


| [he is] by the altar. Then Solomon ſent Benaiah the 
30 ſon of Jehoiada, faying, Go, fall upon him. And 
 _ Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Logo, and aid 
_ unto him, Thus faith the king, Come forth. And he 
_ ſaid, Nay; but 1 will die here; perhaps intending to bring 
reproach on Solomon for taining the tabernacle with blood, 
And Benaiah brought the king word again, ſaying, 
1 3 31 Thus ſaid Joab, and thus he anſwered me. And the 
1 king, ꝛ % was determined to ſhow that no place, however 
i, ſacred, ſhould ſecure a murderer from juſtice, as the law ap- 
VM DVDointed, ſaid unto him, Do as he hath ſaid, and fall 
1 upon him, and bury him; that thou mayeſt take away 
„ the innocent blood which Joab ſhed, from me, and 
from the houſe of my father, wipe off the reflefion if 
having ſpared him, from David's charatter, and prevent ht 
TY | 32 evil that might come upon his family for it. And the Lozv 
T5 | ſhall return his blood upon his own head, who fell up- 
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[ on two men more righteous and better than he, and 
. ſlew them with the ſword, my father David not know. 
70 ing thereof, to wit, Abner the ſon of Ner, captain of 


— hoſt of Iſrael, and Amaſa the ſon of Jether, captain 


f + FR of the hoſt of Judah. T heir blood ſhall therefore return 
1 1 . upon the head of Joab, and upon the head of his ſeed for 
1—— = ever: but e David, and upon his ſeed, and . 
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his houſe, and upon his throne, ſhall there be peace 

34 for ever from the Lon p. So. Benaiah the fon of 
Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and flew him: 


and he was buried in his own houſe in the wilderneſs ; 
he had an honourable burial ſuitable to his rank and charac 


oc 38 fer. And the king put Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada in 
in his room over the hoſt : and Zadok the prieſt did the 
2 king put in the room of Abiathar. 

d 36 And the king ſent and called for Shimei, and ſaid 

„ WM unto him, Build thee an houſe in Jeruſalem, and dwell 

„37 there, and go not forth thence any whither. For it 
of WM fhall be, [that] on the day thou goeſt out, and paſſeſt 


over the brook Kidron, thou ſhalt know for certain 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die: thy blood ſhall be upon 
38 thine own head.“ And Shimei ſaid unto the king, The 
ay ing [is] good: as my lord the king hath ſaid, ſo will 
thy ſervant do. And Shimet dwelt in Jeruſalem many 
29 days. And it came to paſs at the end of three years, 


aid | that two of the ſervants of Shimei ran away unto Achiſh 
he ſon of Maachah king of Gath. And they told Shimei, 
ing 40 ſaying, Behold, thy "ſervants [be] in Gath. And Shi- 

00d, mei, thinking that Solomon had forgotten the injunction, or 


: wou not adhere ſtriftly to it, aroſe, and ſaddled his aſs, 


Snhimei went, without aſking leave of the king, and brought - 


ap- 41 his ſervants from Gath. And it was told Solomon that 
fall Shimei had gone from Jeruſalem to Gath, and was 
way 42 come again, And the king ſent and called for Shimei, 
and and ſaid unto him, Did I not make thee to ſwear by the 
1 f Lonkb, and proteſted unto thee, ſaying, Know for a 
t the certain, on the day thou gdeſt out, and walkeſt abroad 
ORD any whither, that thou ſhalt ſurely die? and thou ſaidſt 
up- unto me, The word [that] I Rare heard [is] good. 
and 43 Why then haſt thou not kept the oath of the Logo, 
197 and the commandment that I have charged thee with ? 
in 0 


He Was Neu guilty, in hers the King, when put on his 
W 


UN 3 wm good 
eturn n * Selen knowing Shimei to be a man of a turbulent ſpirit, 
ed for confined him to Jeruſalem and a mile about it, for ſo far Ki- 

cron was from it, that he might not have an opportunity to ſow 


wache. the tribes, and 52 his conduct — be narrowly 
ache | | 


and went to Gath to Achiſh to ſeek his ſervants: and 
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[ 44 good behaviour, and of breaking a ſolemn oath, The king 
ſaid moreover to Shimei, Thou knoweſt all the wicked. 
neſs which thine heart is privy to, that thou didſt to 
David my father; upon what wicked and malicious prin. 
ciples he had curſed his father: therefore the Lord ſhall 

45 return thy wickedneſs upon thine own head. And king 
Solomon [| ſhall be] bleſſed, and the throne of David 
| ſhall be eſtabliſhed before the Loxn for ever; the Lord 

46 had turned Shimei's curſes into a bleſſing. So the king com. 

manded Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada; which went out, 
and fell upon him, that he died.“ And the kingdom 
was eſtabliſhed in the hand of Solomon, 4 the ede 
of thoſe WICKed and turvulent nen. 


REFLECTIONS. 


. E ſee, that the greateſt and beſt of men 90 the 
i way of all the earth, Neither wealth, nor power, 
1 "-:"—mor- r piety, ſhield from death; it is appointed unto all men; 
= and it becomes us ſeriouſly to think of it, and be prepared 
* for this awful journey. 1 here are but two different ways 
after death, to heaven, or hell. 
2. Good men cannot ſpend their dying breath better, 
than in giving a ſolemn charge to their children. Parents 
ſhould be ſolicitous to do it then, when their words will 
make a peculiar impreſſion, and when children will be 
© more likely to attend to them and keep their charge, and 
+. the charge of God, as the only way to proſperity for both 
E worlds. If we keep God's charge, we may hope he will 
Continue his mercies to us, as to our fathers, and perform 


OG: 
— . 
— — * «<< 


5 all his promiſes, on «which he hath cauſed us to hope. 


15 . Obſerve the juſt and righteous judgments of God up- 
1 on cruel and ambitious men. Adonijah, Joab, and Shime 
Fi did not take warning, but proceeded in their aſpiring de- 
g ſigns, till they came to a ſhameful end. A little content. 
10 ment, meekneſs, and humility, had ſaved their lives. They 
13 ; might þ Have lived eaſy and happy, and died in peace. 5 
1 = 
1 "I 


n "IR "De were not hs done by an officer n for the 
purpoſe, but by ſome great men about the court, as in this in- 
Nance by the e oflicer in the army. c 
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the juſtice of God and Solomon overtook them, and re- 
turned their violent doings on their own heads. In the 
loweſt ſtations of life, if men would live eaſy and comfort- 
able, the way 1s very plain, that 1s, to be contented and 
humble. 


4. A grateful ſenſe of kindneſſes received ſhould never 
be loſt, We ſhould return it while we live, and be deſirous 


that our children ſhould return it to our benefactors, or to 


their offspring. Thus David requited Barzillai's kindneſs, 
[t is a wife and uſeful maxim of Solomon, T, line « 0WN on friend, 
ad 1g par s Jean, 1 not. 


CHAP, III. 


Cives a general account of Solomon's marriage and fallen his = 
prayer, and God's graces anſe wer to is; 3 and his o_ deciſion 


FS a difficult caſe. 


ND Solomon, to fix himſelf 1m more e in 11 15 


. government, made affinity with Pharaoh king of : 
= 1 and took Pharaoh's daughter 7% wife, and 
Solomon brought her into the city of David, (here ſhe 
dwelt till he built a houje for her ) until he had made an 
end of building his own houſe, and the houſe of the 


L ond, and the wall of Jeruſalem round about. 


Only the people ſacrificed in high places, becauſe 


there was no houſe built unto the name of the Lok, 


the place. It was a patriarchal cuſtom, but not ſo much 
regarded now, for thoſe high places had been abuſed of 
And Solomon loved the Lokb, walking in 
the ſtatutes of David his father: only he ſacrificed — 
burned incenſe in high places, which David his father had 
4 not done. And the king went to Gibeon, where the taber-_ 
nuacle Was. to ſacrifice there for that [was] the great 
„ high 
© It is probable. ſhe was a proſelyte to the jewiſh religion, and 
therefore the marriage was not finful; for no mention is made 


4 the gods of E gypt among thoſe by whom Solomon was ſedu cen; 


lee ch. ix, and this is confirmed by the forty fifth palin. 5 


Pride goes vefore druttion, and a haughty ſpirit 
before a fall, 


there was no fault in the worſhip, but in 
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1 | 5; high PI the chief reſort for people to worſhip : a (bene 
Wi) . ſand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar, 
h fy the brazen altar of Moſes, He went there with the nobles 
1 and great men to worſhip, and thank God for tus Peaceab 
1 e 5 on the throne. 
TH. 5 In Gibeonthe Lorp appeared to Solomon in a dream 
i by e " by night; in that might after he had offered up his ſari. 
TH Aces: and God, to try his inclination, ſaid, Aſk what ! 
| ERS =. ſhall give thee.? And Solomon faid, Thou haſt ſhowed 
4. J _ unto thy ſervant David my father great mercy, accord. 
| ing as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteouſ- 
Wi neſs, and in uprightneſs of heart with thee; and thou | 
| * W haſt kept for him this great kindneſs, that thou haſt | 
1 given him a ſon to ſit on his throne, as [it is] this day. 
1 7 And now, O Loxp my God, thou haſt made thy ſer- 

| | = voant king inſtead of David my father: and I [am bt] 
1 a little child: I know not [how] to go out or come in. 
1 : He acknowledges his ignorance and weakneſs ; he was nv 
F ©» about twenty years old, and but a little child with rope 
do to ſhill about publick affairs. He knew not how to rule and | 
1 8 behave wiſely for want of experience. And thy ſervant | 
1 | [is] in the midſt of thy people which thou haſt choſen, 
ad„i4ꝛ a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted 
: or multitude; they were God's choſen people, therefore e 


would expect peculiar care do be taken of them; and ly 
dere a great people, conſequently great abilities were required | 


975 rule them. Give therefore thy ſervant an underſtand- 
ing heart to judge thy people, that I may diſcern be. 
+ ns tween good and bad, have wiſdom to behave ſuitable 10 
my ſtation and the ſervices J am to be employed in : for 
r who is able to judge this thy ſo great a people, iI. 
10 divine lſſtance and guidance! And the ſpeech pleaſed the 


Lob, that Solomon had aſked this thing; if was 2 
2 token of a virtuous mind and a publick ſpirit, of concern fi 
11 the glory of God, and the good of Tſracd., And God ſaid 
Wy unto him, Becauſe thou haſt aſked this thing, and hall 


not 
| p This gracious * bal no doubt ROW the ſubject of xj daily 
1 Prayer, and of his moſt ſerious thoughts; and therefore he im- 


mediately offers this excellent prayer, which he begins with 3 
thankful eee of ine mercies Be had received. 
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5 1 Let his great pt ne ſhould W him at careteſfs;” and | 
preſumptuous, God only makes a conditional promiſe as to the 
length of his days, but the other were given abſolutely and im- 
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not aſked for thyſelf hoſe things that men are generally 
fond of, long life; neither haſt aſked riches for thy- 


ſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of thine enemies; but haſt 
aſked for thyſelf underſtanding to diſcern judgment; 


12 Behold, I 4.00 done according to thy words : lo, 1 


have given thee a wiſe and an underſtanding heart; ſo 
that there was none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee ſhall any ariſe like unto thee. God immediately 
granted his requeſt, infuſed into his mind more ſagacity and 
wiſdom than he would naturally have had, and ſuch as was 
13 ſuperior to all others. And I have alſo given thee, as a 
token of my particular favour, and my approbation of this 


Prayer, that which thou haſt not aſked, both riches, and 


honour : ſo that there ſhall not be any among the kings 


like unto thee all thy days; thou ſhalt excel all the kings 1 


14 of the earth in riches and renown, And if thou wilt walk 
in my ways, to keep my ſtatutes and my command- 
ments, as thy father David did walk, then I will length- 


1; en thy days.“ And Solomon awoke: and, behold, [it 


was] a dream. He underſtood and heard it as diftinfly " 
5 if he had been awake, nor did he know, till he awoke, that 


ii was a dream. By this, God fignified to him the acceptance 


of his daily prayers, and Solomon knew ſie insended to con- 
Linde him of his favour and acceptance, And he came to 

Jeruſalem; and ſtood before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lokp, to thank God for this exceeding great favour, 


8 and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offer- 


ings, and made a feaſt to all his ſervants, the nobles and ; 
: affcers feaſted on the peace offerings. _ 


16 Then came there two women, [that were] harkits. a or 


 inn-keepers, the word ſignifies both, unto the king, and 


ſtood before him 70 plead their own cauſe ; probably the 
_ cauſe had been brought before to ſome inferior court, who 
had been puzzled with it, and therefore it was now brought 


17 10 the King, And the one woman ſaid, O my lord, I ; 


and this woman dwell 1 in one houſe and [ was deliver- 55 
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mediately. 
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18 


19 
8 
night, and took my ſon from beſide me, while thine 


dead: but when I had conſidered it in the morning, | 
when it cas perfeci daylight, behold, it was not my ſon, 


22 


And this "RE x No; but the dead [1s| thy ſon, and the 
living [is] my ſon. Thus they ſpake before the king, 
the one affirming, and the other denying it. Il was a dijficu!t 
caſe; the children were much of the ſame age, there wwas no 
witneſs, one of the mothers acknowledged ſhe was aſleep, and 
23 
1 king, The one ſaith, This [is] my ſan that liveth, and 
thy ſon [is] the dead: and the other faith, Nay; ng 
thy ſon [is] the dead, and my ſon [is] the living « 
. muſt therefore try ſome other method to decide the pn 
24 


26 


woman was delivered alſo: and we [were] together; 
[there was] no ſtranger with us in the houſe, fave we 


dead child in my boſom ; fearing the diſgrace of overlay. 
21 


one, and half to the other. Ile knew this was the bet 
away to end the diſpute, for, which ever the real mother Wai, 
ier affeftions would work ſo ſtrongly, as not to ſuffer the 
child to be divided; thus nature unravelled what reaſon 


child [was] unto the king, for her bowels yearned up- 
on her ſon, and ſhe ſaid, O my lord, give her tic 
living child, and in no wiſe ſlay it. But the other faid, 
Let it be neither mine nor thine, [but] divide [1t.] 
Tue true mother would rather part with the child than hure 


 envying her er rhe Lale on 40 what ſhe hed lo, 


ed of a child with her in the houſe. And i it came to 
paſs the third day after that I was delivered, that this 


two in the houſe. And this woman's child died in the 
night; becauſe ſhe overlaid it. And ſhe aroſe at mid. 
handmaid ſlept, and laid it in her boſom, and laid her 
ing her child, ſhe ſtole mine from me. And when I aroſe | 


in the morning to give my child ſuck, behold, it was 


which I did bear. And the other woman faid, Nay; 
but the living [is] my ſon, and the dead [is] thy ſon. 


the reputation of both were much alike, Then ſaid the 


verſy. And the king ſaid, Bring me a ſword, And they 
brought a {word before the king. And the king ſaid, 
Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 


could not. Then ſpake the woman whoſe the living 


it deſiroyed ;, the other, having no love 10 the child, bui 


made 
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and piety, 
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made her at firſt ſteal the child, and now willing to have 
27 it lain. Then the king anſwered and ſaid, Give her 
the living child, and in no wiſe lay it: ſhe [is] the 
mother thereof. It appeared by her love and pity that 
ſhe was not the careleſs mother of the ſmothered child, but 
the real mother of the living one, who could not bear to ſee 
And all Iſrael heard of the judgment which 
the king had judged ; and they feared the king: for 
they ſaw that the wiſdom of God [was] in him, to do 
judgment. This great ſagacity, and wiſe determination, 


raiſed tis reputation, and nnd among all the People a 


reverence for lum. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, H E experience our fathers have had of the mer- 


cy and kindneſs of God, ſhould encourage us to 


pray and hope, v 6. Children may plead their parent? 


piety, and God's many favours to them, and hope the ſame 
may be ſhown them, while they ; are careful to tread in their 
3 2 ; - 
2. The great ſubject of our prayers ſhould be a wiſe and 
an underſtanding heart, to know our duty in every circum- 
ſtance; to ſee the good and the bad, that we may purſue 


one and avoid the other, and judge right of other men's 


actions and our own. Let young people pray for this, and 
pray tor it with earneſtneſs. Youth are raw, ignorant, and 
unexpertenced, and need divine teaching, They ſhould | 
therefore plead with God, ſaying, Truly I am thy ſervant, 
Py _ an et ag, heart, that 1 May diſcern bet Went good 
ana bad. 

3. God is greatly vleaſed with the devotions X young 
people, eſpecially when they fix their hearts upon wiſdom 


and danger, and the difficulties of their ſtation, and deſirous 
to learn and practiſe their duty; and he will grant them | 

their requeſt. I love them that love We, and they who Jour me 
early ſhall find me. We learn, 
4. That ſpiritual bleſſings ſhould be fought: with the 
greateſt Unportunity, and temporal ones s ſubmitted. to di- 


vine 


He loves to ſee them ſenſible of their ignorance _ 15 
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vine choice; this is the way to ſucceed in both. God al. | 
lows us to be earneſt for ſpiritual ones, but we ſhould be 


and grace to worldly honour. Wiſdom is good with an 
inheritance ; without wiſdom an inheritance is good for | 
nothing. Goalineſs has the promiſe of this life, and that which, | 
| as to come. It is perhaps with reference to this our Lord | 


; eouſneſs, and all other things ſhall be added unto you. 


| reflections to parents. Theſe women, bad as their cha- 
racters were, nurſed their own children; © while, as Bp. f 
Hal fays, ſome, who pretend to religion, have put off 
nature, the primary and unalterable law of God, and com- | 


der, and fo eaſily deftroyed ; and ſhould ſhow their love to 
their children, by taking care of them themſelves, eſpecially 
by taking care of their ſouls. Thoſe who thus do their | 
duty to their children in both reſpects, a are moſt ee to 
have comfort in them. 5 


Ar account of Solomons grandeur, 3 at iſa; 


=: 80 O king Solomon was king over all Iſrael; his ſuc- 


I. K 1 8 8. TV: 


indifferent to temporal ones; preferring wiſdom to gold, 


gives that advice, Seek firſt the kingdom of God and his righe b 


5. The ſtory of the harlots may ſuggeſt {ome uſeful | 


mitted their children to hirelings.” They Out een 
be careful of the lives of their children, as they are ſo ten- 


0 H A P. IV. 
the extent of ſis dominions, and the happineſs of his Subjects, 


| Ceſſors were only over part of it, And theſe [were] 
the princes, or great officers, which he had; Azariah the 
3 ſon of Zadok the prieſt, or the chief officer, Elihoreph 
and Ahiah, the ſons of Shiſha, ſcribes, or ſecretaries of 
tate; Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud the recorder, c 
preſented petitions 10 the king, and regiſtered publick affairs; 

4 And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada | was] over the hoſt: 
and Zadok and Abiathar [were] the prieſts : A4bia/har 
till retained the title of prieſt, and perhaps performed joe 
3 offices, tio Zadok was the chief. And Azariah the ſon 
of Nathan [was] over the officers : and Zabud the i 
Me FE RES foe Pe 9 
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5 of Nathan [was]. principal officer, [and] the king's 


friend; he was preſident of the council, or chancellor, and 
particularly intimate with the king, Solomon had a great re- 
6 gard for theſe ſons of Nathan for their fathers ſake. And 
Ahiſhar [was] over the houſehold, oi lord chamberlain: 
and Adoniram the ſon of Abda [was over the tribute, 
receiver of the revenues, or the levy of men | 
And Solomon had twelve officers over all Iſrael, in + 
| fer ent parts of the land, which provided victuals for the 
king and his houſehold : each man his month in a year 
$ made proviſion.” And theſe [are] their names : the 
q fon of Hur, in mount Ephraim: The ſon of Dekar, | 
in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-ſhemefh, a 
10 Elon beth-hanan : The ſon of Heſed, in Aruboth 
him [pertained] Sochoh, and all the land of Hepber's 
11 The ſon of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which 
12 had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to wife : Baana 
the fon of Ahilud; [to him pertained] Taanach and 
Miegiddo, and all Beth. ſhean, which [is] by Zartanah 


beneath Jezreel, from Beth-ſhean to Abel-meholal, 
n ſeven} unto ſ the place that is] beyond Jokneam : The - 


ſon of Geber.. in Ramoth-Gilead ; to him | pertained]_ 
the towns of Jair the ſon of Manaſſeh, which [are] in 
ind; to him [alſo pertained] the region of Argob, 
which lis]! in Baſhan, threeſcore great cities with walls 


14 and brazen bars: Ahinadab the fon of Iddo [had] 


15 Mahanaim : Ahimaaz [was] in Naphtali; he alſo took : 


16 Baſmath the daughter of Solomon to wite: Baanah the 
[7 ſon of Huſhai [was] in Aſher and in Aloth; Jehoſhaphat 
18 the ſon of Paruah, in Iſſachar: Shimei the {on of Elah, 


19 in Benjamin: 6 the ſon of Uri [was] in the country 


of Gilead, fin] the country of Sihon king of the Amo- 


rites, and of Og king of Baſhan; and [he was] the 


only officer which [was] i in the land, in 2 th at part 5 the 
Ma which lay eaſtward. 


= 20008. and rel ſucre] many, as the fand which 
lis! 


: v Several of theſe were men of approved widow: and fidelity, 
and had been employed under David. e 
This was a wiſe appointment, as proviſions were Farntthed at 
ite beſt hand, and all parts of the kingdom were equally benefit- 
ed; their products conſumed, and the money circulated thro' them, 
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lis] by the ſea in multitude, eating and drinking, and 

making merry; they were in perfect ſecurity, and had | 

every thing in plenty; 3 were highly pleaſed with the king, and 
all thioſe wiſe contrivances for the proſperity of the nation. 

21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 

Euphrates in the eaſt, unto the land of the Philiſtines, 
and unto the border of Egypt: they brought preſents, 
and ſerved Solomon all the days of his life, were in 

| fi efrion to him, and paid him tribute. 
And Solomon's provifion for one day, was : thity 
"ans of fine flour, and threeſcore meaſures of mea}, 
_ about three hundred meaſures of fine flour, and fix hundred of 

23 a coarſer kind for the ſoldiers and guards, Ten fat oxen fro | 
uli ſtall, and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, and an 

hundred ſheep, beſides harts, and roebucks, and fallow | 

24 deer, and fatted fowl, For he had dominion over all 

Ilthe region] on this fide- the river, from Tipſah even | 
to Azzah, over all the kings on this fide the river: 

and he had peace on all ſides round about him, / thai 

25 commerce was open to every place. And Judah and Iſrae! 

duelt lately, every man under his vine and under his 

der, from Dan even to Beer. ſheba, all the days of 
ee SOON. 5-5 | 
26 And Solomon had ft thouknd Ralls of hoes for 

Z his chariots,” and twelve thouſand horſemen diſpe fed 

uero' the ſeveral tribes, to keep peace, and be ready in caſe if 
27 an aliack, And thoſe officers provided victual for king 
Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's 

table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing, 

28 Barley alſo, which was antiently the food for horſes, and 
ſtraw for the horſes and dromedaries brought they unto 
the place where [the officers] were, or rather, where 10e 

beaſts were; officers is not in the original; every. man ac- 

OE cording to his charge. 

29 And God vs Solomon wiſdom and de e 

1 . 85 exceeding 
— t : Theſe trees were lentifal in 88 and valuable both for 
their fruit and ſhade, under which they ſat, enjoying the fruits 
of their labour. The expreſſion denotes both their plenty and 
ſecurity 3 they were in no danger from enemies. 


z ſn 2 Chron, ix. 25. they are called four thouſand ; probably 
there were ten horſes to a ſtall cr ſable. 
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: exceeding much, and largeneſs of heart, 2 moſt compre- 
ſienſive kno oledge of all things, both divine and human, and 
à readineſs to communicate his knowledge to others, even as 
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the ſand that [1s] on the ſea ſhore, This wwas more his 
10 glory, than all his wealth and ſplendour. And Solomon's 
| wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all the children of the 
| eaſt country, and all the wiſdom of Egypt. He was wiſer 
than the Arabians or the Egyptians, wha «were famous for 

philoſophy, aſtronomy, and other ſciences, and into whoſe 


country the Grecion philoſophers travelled to get wiſdom and 8; 


zi knowledge. For he was wiſer than all men; than Ethan 

the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, 

the ſons of Mahol : and his fame was in all nations 

12 round about.” And he ſpake three thouſand proverbs, 
ort, uſefut ſentences, and thoſe about him wrote them 
down : he wvas an excellent moral philoſopher : and his ſongs 

13 were a thouſand and five.* And he ſpake of trees, 
from the cedar tree that [is] in Lebanon even unto the 
"me or moſs, that ſpringeth out of the wall: he ſpake _ 


| alſo of beaſts, and of fow!, and of creeping things, and 


of fiſhes; he was acquainted with natural hiſtory, and 


botany, from the greateſt to the leaſt vegetable production. : 


4 And there came of all people to hear the wiſdom of 


Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard 


of his wiſdom ; the kings of the earth ſent for, 0 their : 
| wiſe n men to hear his wen, and learn of hum. i - 


REFLECTIONS, 
JRIN CES, and great and wealthy - men, may 5 


learn hence how to employ their riches, and con- 
tive how to add dignity and luſtre to their greatneſs, Let 
them keep plentiful tables for the benefit of their ſubjects, 


heir neighbours, and 8 8 manage. with en e 


„ The two firſt 1 of theſe” were eminent men; . the eighty- | 
eichth and eighty-ninth pſalms were compoſed by them. 
* This was the antient way of inſtructing, and of recording | 
fac. But theſe were probably not ſo well adapted to ſtir up a 
ſpirit of piety and devotion, as David's were. He was the faveet 
iJaimiſt of Iſrael. We have one of Solomon's on record, which 


| os a tine genius, and a noble imagination. 
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and economy, and guide their affairs with diſcretion, 
Above all, let them labour to furniſh their minds with uſe. 
ful knowledge, and enlarge their hearts with wiſdom, Thus 
will they appear worthy their ſplendour ; will ſecure their 
W a and be a bleſſing to mankind. 
2. See the wiſdom of providence in giving Solomon 
ſo much wealth, wiſdom, and influence, which raiſed the 
glory of Iſrael ſo high, and made them appear great in the 
eyes of the nations about them. When they had ſuch a 
prince at their head, ſtrangers would naturally enquire into 
their religion and laws; eſpecially thoſe, who, as in the laſt 
verſe, were ſent on purpoſe to enquire, Thus, ſome know- 
ledge of the living God and of true religion, would be dif. 
' fuſed thro? the nations, and a way made for multitudes : o 
become proſelytes to the jewiſn church. 
3. We ſee that neither the ene wealth, nor the | 
5 createſt wiſdom, can always ſecure men from folly and 
vice, for we find afterwards that Solomon apoſtatized. 
This ſhould prevent our confidence in any thing that is 
great, and our truſting to our wiſdom, ſkill, or diſcretion. 


= Wealth well employed 1s good; learning and wiſdom very 


good; but religion is every thing; and thoſe who defire 
to be eminent for that, mould be very humble and very 
cautious. We reflect, | 
4. How well 1 Solano was to 3 wherein 


- "aw happineſs conſiſted, Of all men living he had the 
1 greateſt advantages for knowing what wealth and all that 


could be procured by it, what ſplendour, honour, or re- 
putation, can do; yea, what knowledge can do, toward 


| ; making men happy. His reflection on this in the book 


of Eccleſiaſtes, is, that all is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 
Let us then, when we read of his greatneſs and his wiſdom, 
remember what he has taught us of their vanity, and at-. 
tend to what he juſtly obſerves is the natural concluſion of 
the whole matter; fear God, and by fats commandments, | for. 
| tet i 15 the whore N man. 1 


| CH Ai = 


e e 


Contains articles of agreement between Solomon and Hiram, and 
i the fulfilling of them. e 
1 A ND Hiram king of Tyre ſent his ſervants unto 
8 Solomon, to condole with him on David's death, 
and congratulate him on his ſucceſſion , for he had heard 
that they had anointed him king in the room of his 
father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David, and 
_ therefore was deſirous of continuing a friendſhip with his ſon. 
2 And Solomon ſent to Hiram, to remind him of what he 
3 had been before informed of, ſaying, Thou knoweſt how 
that David my father could not build an houſe unto _ 
the name of the Lorp his God, for the wars which 
were about him on every fide, until the LoD put 
them, His enemies, under the ſoles of his feet, made then: 
4 ſujet to him, But now the Lox D my God hath given 
me reſt on every fide, [ſo that there is] neither ad- 
verſary nor evil occurrent, nothing to make me fear any 
5 diſturbances, And, behold, I purpoſe to build an houſe 
unto the name of the LoꝶxD my God, for his honour and 
__ worſhip, as the Lord ſpake unto David my father, fay- 
ing, Thy fon, whom I will ſet upon thy throne in thy 
5 room, he ſhall build an houſe unto my name.“ Now 
therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees 
out of Lebanon; and my ſervants ſhall be with thy 
ſcrvants, t affiſt them and learn of them : and unto thee 
will I give hire for thy ſervants according to all that 
thou ſhalt appoint: for thou knoweſt that | there is] not 
among us any that can ſkill to hew timber like unto 


| the Sidonians,” N . 
In 2 Chron, ii. there is a larger account of this meſſage, It 
as to be @ great houſe, for great is our God above all gods. _ 
lle would not have Hiram think God was a local deity, and 
confined to a temple. In that chapter he aſſerts his univerſal 
prelence, and declares, that this houſe was only intended as a 
place for his ſervants to aſſemble in, and for the prieſts to ſacri- 
ce and EE Fr Cr oO YT ow 
„ The Sidonians and Tyrians were neighbours, under one king. 
hey were celebrated among the antients for their Kill in archi- 
(eture and curious work. In 2 Chro. ii. Solomon deſires Hiram 
| + nd 2 man ſkilful in working gold, filyer, braſs, iron, &. _ 


Ibis was at Joppa, a ſeaport in Iſrael, 


_—_ find in 2 Chronicles ii. 13. that he, that is, Hiram, ſent alſo 2 


JJ. / 

7 And it came to paſs, when Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and paid him a great 
compliment, ſaying, (2 Chron. ii. 11.) Becauſe the Lord 
lovel his people, he hath made thee king over them; and he 
ſaid ad, Bleſſed [be] the Lorp this day, which hath 
given unto David a wiſe ſon over this great people," 
8 And Hiram ſent to Solomon, ſaying, I have conſidered 
the things which thou ſenteſt to me for, and agree to the = 
propoſals: [and] I will do all thy deſire concerning tim. | 
9 ber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My ſervants 

| ſhall bring [them] down from Lebanon unto the ſea; 
and I will convey them by fea in floats, unto the place 
that thou ſhalt appoint me,“ and will cauſe them to be 
diſcharged there, and thou ſhalt receive [them :] and 
thou ſhalt accompliſh my defire in giving food for my 
10 houſehold.* So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees, and 
11 fir trees [according to] all his defire. And Solomon 
gave Hiram twenty thouſand meaſures of wheat for! 
food to his houſehold, and twenty meaſures of pure oil, 
which was uſed as we do butter : © thus gave Solomon to 
12 Hiram year by year. And the Logp gave Solomon 
_ wiſdom, as he promiſed him, and which eminently ap- 
peared in this tranſaftion : and there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon; and they two made a league 
together, a treaty of peace and alliance was concluded 
i re 
13 And king Solomon raiſed a levy out of all Ifrael; 
14 and the levy was thirty thouſand men. And he ſent 
them to Lebanon, with the Tyrians, to hew and ſquare the 
wood, ten thouſand a month by courſes : a month they 
5 %% 8 3 
not to have been an idolater, but a worſhipper of 
mentions his name with great reverence.  _ 


= He ſeems 
Jjehovah, as he 
They were in want of corn, of which there was plenty in 
Iſrael, and were ſupplied in general from thence, Acts xii. 20. We 
| kilful man, who was employed by his father to ſuperintend all 
difference in the account given in Chronic 


There is ſome 


| So much was allowed for workmen, and ſo much for Hiram“ 
own ule; barley and wine are added there. ED 


were in cee rand] two 12 8 at home; that they 
might neither be tired of the work, nor entirely aeg ler their 
family affairs : and Adoniram [was] over the levy, t& 
15 raiſe them, and ſee them diſpoſed according to order, And 
Solomon had threeſcore and ten thouſand that bare 
| burdens, that were porters, and fourſcore thouſand hewers 
in the mountains; all theſe were ſtrangers, remnants of the 
Canaanites; they were tributary, and had forſaken idolatry 


16 Beſides the chief of Solomon's officers which [were] over 5 


the work, three thouſand and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that wrought the work, be/ides 
three hundred more for a reſerve in caſe of ſickneſs, or the 
17 like, 2 Chron, ii. 2. And the king commanded, and 

they brought great ſtones, coſtly ſtones, [and] hewed 
18 ſtones, to lay the foundation of the houſe. And Solo- 


mon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew [them 


and the ſtone ſquarers, or Giblites, (as Ezek. XXvii. 9.) 
that is, the inhabitants of Gebal, (ſee Joſhua xiii. 5.) theſe 


and all the Plnicians were curious artiſts : fo they * 9 


e timber and ſtones to build the houſe, Rs 


REFLECTIONS. 


IM E S of peace and reſt ought to be employ ed 
＋ for the ſervice of God, and the edification of his 
N v. 4. When there is no foreign adverſary to diſ- 

turb our repoſe, no evil occurrence at home to call off our 
minds, we ſhould be peculiarly active and forward in the 
Lord's work. Then had the churches reſt, and were edified, and * 
| walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy Y 

Ghoſt, were multiplied. As ix. 31. 7 
2. It is a great comfort to all who love the Iſrael of God,... 

to ſee religion ſupported and maintained in families which . 
have been e eminent FOE. it, In this Hiram . "The: 


) 


"4 Theſsx were 3 e who ſurveyed the whole. There 
Was a prodigious number of men employed, but it ſhould be re- 
membered, there was not only the temple, but other buildings and 
ſeveral palaces, 1 Kings ix. 15. Beſides, they had not ſuch con- 
venient methods of carrying as we have, therefore multitudes were 


employed in drawing timber and ſtones to the fea, and from- 
Joppa t to Jeruſalem. ny RE 


S | | KINGS. V. 


5 greater love he had to David, the greater was his } joy for 


his ſon's wiſdom and goodneſs. Young people ſhould be 


careful not to loſe the entail of religion, or deviate from 
the ſteps of pious anceſtors : their piety and perſeverance 


will give joy to all that love God, and wiſh well to the 


i ſupport of religion, 


3. The wiſdom and goodneſs God i is to be ahlicved 


in the various products of different climates, and the dif. 


ferent genius of the inhabitants. The Tyrians and Sido 


nians were famous for mechanick arts, architecture, all 


maſonry and carpentry work, and curious devices. The 
Ijfſraelites were famous for agriculture. Canaan was a fruit. 


ful land; Tyre was like Holland; they had little product 


of their own, but were all tradeſmen and merchantmen, 


Canaan and Tyre depended, in a great meaſure, on each 
other; and in this appears the wiſdom of God to promote 


traffick and commerce, to diffuſe the conveniences of lite, 


and ſpread knowledge and virtue from one place to another. 
He fixes the bounds of men's habilations, and 1 them all 


their capacity and ſkill. 
4. Mutual good oli between aclolbours is very de- 


ſirable and becoming. How beautiful and lovely is it to 


ſee theſe two princes ready to ſerve each other with the pro- 
ducts of their reſpective countries! Thus ſhould we act 


to thoſe about us; be kind and friendly to them, ready to 
ell, or lend, or give, what we have, and which they 


want. This is the way to receive other favours in exchange, 


and to promote the peace and honour of ſociety, and the 
comfort of one another. We have likewiſe in v. 9. a good 


maxim for tradeſmen; and from hence we learn, 


g. That it is the wildom of thoſe who have dealings with 


og 5 He. other, to be punctual and exact in bargains and agree- 


ments. Solomon ſpoke of hewing trees, and Hiram agreed 
to it; but nothing had been ſaid about carriage, where the 
| goods were to be put on board, and where landed, and at 
whoſe expenſe the carriage was to be, Hiram very wiſcly 
mentioned this in his articles, that there might be no miſ. 
_ underſtanding afterwards. It is an important leſſon of wil- 
dom to know what we are to expect from others; to have 
- it ſettled A we begin. For or want of this, differences 
5 Often 


| often ariſe, are long continued, and ſometimes ſeparate 
even chief friends, Men's tempers and views may change, 
and their lives are uncertain, therefore exact, punctual, writ- 


ten agreements, with regard to what is only contingent, - 


are very proper, and the beſt way of ſecuring friendſhip | 
and eſtabliſhing peace. JJV 
6. Let us long for that happy time, when Jews and 
| Gentiles, and all the different nations, ſhall join together 
in building up God's ſpiritual temple, and eſtabliſhing his 
religion on the earth, Hiram, ftrangers, and Ifraelites, all 
joined in the work. The glory of the latter day is foretold 
by an image borrowed from this ſtory, 1/aiah lx. 1013, 
And the ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, and their kings 
ſhall miniſter unto thee : for in my wrath I ſmote thee, but in 
my favour have TI had mercy on thee, Therefore thy gates ſhall 


be open continually; they ſhall not be ſhut day nor night ; that 
men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles. The glory of 
Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the 


lor together, to beautify the place of my ſandtuary; and I will ; 
make the place of my feet glorious. Such a time we have the 


higheſt aſſurances of; let us wiſh for its approach; and in 


the mean time contribute all in our power to ſerve the in- 
tereſts of true religion, which will be the moſt ſubſtantial 


ht. 
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The building of the temple. There is ſuch a reference io this in other 
parts of the Bible, that a few general remarks may be uſeful, 
1 A ND it came to paſs in the four hundred and 


| Tome out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign over Iſrael, in the month Zif, which 


_  eightieth year after the children of Iſrael were 


[is] the ſecond month, that he began to build the houſe 


2 of the Lorp.* And the houſe which king Solomon 
+ Ihe place was mount Moriah, probably Haran's threſhing floor. 
The time was four hundred and eighty years after the children of 1 
| | INE 1 5 3 5 rae 
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3 buiüillt for the Lon, the length thereof [was] threeſcore 
4 cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty [cubits,] and 
I the height thereof thirty cubits; exactly as large again 
3 3 as the tabernacle. And the porch before the temple of 
the houſe, twenty cubits [was] the length thereof, ac. 
cording to the breadth of the houſe; 8 ten cubits 
was] the breadth thereof before the houſe.“ 1 
+ And for the houſe he made windows of narrow 
lights; narrow on the outſide, but growing wider within, 
5 And againſt the wall of the houſe he built chambers 
round about, [againſt] the walls of the houſe round 
about, [both] of the temple, and of the oracle: and 
6 he made chambers round about: The nethermoſt 
chamber [was] five cubits broad, and the middle [was] 
fix cubits broad, and the third [was] ſeven cubits 
broad: for without [in the wall] of the houſe he made 
narrowed reſts round about, that {the beams] ſhould 
7 not be faſtened in the walls of the houſe. And the 
© houſe, when it was in building, was built of tone made 
ready before it was brought thither: ſo that there was 
neither hammer nor ax [nor] any tool of iron heard in 
the houſe while it was in building; they were ſo well 
fitted to each other before they were brought there, that they 
8 wanted only to be put together. The door for the middle 
chamber [was] in the right fide of the houſe : and they 
vent up with winding ſtairs into the middle chamber,] 
9 and out of the middle into the third. So he built the 
| houſe, and finiſhed it; and covered the houſe with 
beams and boards of cedar; ; it fad a valle 8 to male 


il 


. 3 came out af Von t, and "about one thouſand. years ; before 
| Chriſt. Solomon was four years in ſettling the kingdom, and 
preparing materials, before he began to build upon the plan 
Which God by his Spirit gave to David. | | 
In Chronicles we find it was one hundred. _— twenty cubits in 
height. that is, four times as high as the body of the temple. 
—_— chambers round about were three ſtories high, the narrow. 
windows of the temple were above the top of them. Theſe cham- 
bers went gradually brozder toward the top, becauſe the walls of 
the temple were thicker at the bottom. There was a buttreſs fi e 
cubits high, on which the beams for the firſt chambers were laid, 
and ſo cen to the top. Theſe chambers were for proviſion, (rants 
5 incenſe, and . for the . 5 | 
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it ook more grand, and the boards were covered with ſome 
10 metal, perhaps filver. And [then] he built chambers 


againſt all the houſe, five cubits high: and they reſted = 
on the houſe with timber of cedar. : 


Here, leſt Solomon ſhould think the houſe 1 WAas s 5 firm that 


it would never be deſtroyed, and that when God had taken 
poſſeſſion of it he would never forſake his people, he is 


111 reminded that the promiſe is only conditional. And the 


12 word of the Loxp came to Solomon, ſaying, [Con- 
cerning] this houſe which thou art in building, If thou 
wilt walk in my ſtatutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then 
will I perform my word with thee, which I ſpake unto 


David thy father: (2 Sam. vii. 13. 1 Chron, xxii. 10,) 


12 And I will dwell among the children of Iſrael, and will 
13 
not forſake my people Iſrael, He here intimates to Solo- 
mon, that if he was not determined to obey his laws, he had 
better not proceed; for let him build ever ſo ſtrong, it would 
de demoliſhed, if he was diſobedient. The building of the 


temple would never ene him or the People, if ny. were 5 


1 N 
80 . built the 3 and nrihed 1 it; "ich 3 


Po an intimation of his determination to obſerve the law of 


5 4 654 And he built, or wainſcoted, the walls of the houſe 
within with boards of cedar, both the floor of the houſe, 
and the walls of the cieling, or from the floor of the houſe 
unto the walls: [and] he covered [them] on the infide 
with wood, and covered the floor of the houſe with 
pelwKhnks of fir, that is, the moſt holy place, properly called 
the houſe, becauſe there the divine glory refided, and the 
16 anſwers were given fram thence. And he built twenty 


cubits on the ſides of the houſe, both the floor and the 


walls with boards of cedar : he even built [them] for it 
nithin, [even] for the oracle, [even] for the moſt holy _ 
17 [place.] And the houſe, that [is,] the temple before 
18 it, was forty cubits long.] And the cedar of the houſe 
within [was] carved with knops and open flowers: all 
| [was] cedar; there was no ſtone ſeen. 
19 And the oracle he prepared in the houſe within, to 
20 * there the ark of the covenant of the Lonbp. And 
© HO On 
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the oracle in the forepart [was] twenty cubits i in length, 
and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the 
height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure gold eaten 
into er z and [ſo] covered the altar [which was of 
_ cedar, that is, the altar of incenſe was alſo covered wil. 
Plates of gold, therefore called the golden altar, ch. vii. 48, 


21 So Solomon overlaid the houſe within with pure gold: 


and he made a partition by the chains of gold before 

the oracle; and he overlaid it with gold; he made a 
partition between the holy end moſt holy place, in the mid. 

dle of which there was a door, and over which a veil or cur. 

22 tain was hung by chains of gold. And the whole houſe he 
_ overlaid with gold, until he had finiſhed all the houſe: 
alſo the whole altar of incenſe that [was] by the oracle he 

_ overlaid with gold, 


23 And within the oracle he made. two cherubims [of] 


24 olive tree, [each] ten cubits high. And five cubits 


[was] the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the 
other wing of the cherub : from the uttermoſt part of 
the one wing unto the uttermoſt part of the other 


25 [were] ten cubits. - And the other cherub [was] ten 


cubits: both the cherubims [were] of one meaſure and 


26 one fize. The height of the one cherub [was] ten cu- 
27 bits, and ſo [was it] of the other cherub. And he ſet 


the cherubims within the inner houſe: and they ſtretch- 
ed forth the wings of the cherubims, ſo that the wing 
of the one touched the [one] wall, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings 


28 touched one another in the midſt of the houſe. And 
29 he overlaid the cherubims with gold. And he carved 


all the walls of the houſe round about with carved 
figures of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, 
5 n and 1 8 8 ae At Kan which God 2 
1 _ beſtow 


85 Thaw were l two on the mercy 1 over the ark of maſſy 


5 and but theſe were much larger; what their ſhape was is un- 
certain; ſome think it was human ; others, that they were winged 
cken, to denote ſtrength and dignity. - It is obſervable, their face: 


were turned inwards; conſequently they ſtood as worſtippers, and 
were not therefore the objects of worſhip. | 
Probably the deſign of this was. to remind the jews of. the 


pretence of angels in their ſacred places, who obſerved their de- 
votions. 
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30 beſtow upon them if obedient. And the floor of the houſe 


he overlaid with gold, within and without. 


31 And for the entering of the oracle he made doors 


of] olive tree: the lintel [and] fide poſts [were] a 
fifth part [of the wall,] 4 j/th part of the whole height, 


32 The two doors alſo | were of] olive tree; and he carved 


upon them carvings of cherubims and palm trees and 
open flowers, and overlaid [them] with gold, and 
ſpread gold upon the cherubims, and upon the palm 
33 trees. So alſo made he for the door of the temple poſts 
34 [of ] olive tree, a fourth part [of the wall.] And the 
two doors [were of] fir tree: the two leaves of the one 


door [were] folding, and the two leaves of the other 
a 35 door | were] folding. And he carved [thereon] cheru- 


bims and palm trees and open flowers: and covered 
[them] with gold fitted upon the carved work. 


36 And he built the inner court with three rows of 


| hewed ſtone, and a row of cedar beams,* _ 
In the fourth year was the foundation of the hook : 


3 of the Lord laid, in the month Zif: And in the 


eleventh year, in the month Bul, which [is] the eighth 


month, was the houſe finiſhed throughout all the parts : 
thereof, and according to all the faſhion of it, So was 


he ſeven yours: and ſome little more in | building it. 8 


REFLECTION. 


\HER E is room for a ; fondle fancy to ſpiritualize 


general to obſerve, that every thing here is ſuited to give 
us grand ideas of God's worſhip, and to excite reverence 


and ſeriouſneſs in the worſhippers ; In particular, the moſt 
holy place, the angels drawn about it, &c. We have none 


of this pomp and ſplendour to engage our attention; 5 but 


ve have brighter diſcoveries of the nature and excellencies 


uy 


* This was a wa that Hormel the court of the prieſts from 
the people; it was three cubits high, that the people might ſee 
oer it what the prieſt; were doing. 


1 every thing in this chapter. But it is better to for- 125 
bear it, for fear of diſnonouring the ſcripture, and ſubſtitut- 
ing fanciful allufions for divine truths. It is ſufficient in 
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of God to affiſt our devotion: God is a ſpirit, and they that 
worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; then the 
: worſhip will be — wherever 1 it 18 performed, 


CHAP. VII. 


4 fatker account of Solomon's buildings,” and the furniture of 
the temple. 


1 > U T Solomon was building his own houſe thirteen 
years, and he finiſhed all his houſe; he did not 
begin his own houſe till he had finiſhed the temple, that 
2 nothing might interfere with that, He built alſo the houſe 
of the foreſt of Lebanon; the length thereof [was] a 
hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, 
and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of 
| 3 cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars. And 
it was] covered with cedar above upon the beams, that 
4 [lay] on forty five pillars, fifteen [in] a row. And 
| [there were] windows Cin] three rows, and light [was] 
5 againſt light [in] three ranks, And all the doors and 
poſts [were] quare, with the windows: and light [was] 
6 againſt light [in] three ranks. And he made a porch 
of pillars, @ portico, or Piazza, for his guards wha attend. 
ed him to be under cover; it ſeems probable that this was al 
his palace at Feruſalem; the length thereof [was] fifty 
cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the 
pPorch [was] before them: and the [other] pillars and 
7 the thick beam [were] before them. Then he made 2 
porch for the throne where he might judge, [even] the 
porch of judgment, where he was to hear and determine | 
1 and [it was] covered with cedar from one ſide 
8 of the floor to the other. And his houſe where he dwelt 
- [had] another court vithin the porch, [which] was x 
the 


* 


1 Some oppoſe this was a contre feat in Lebanon; but 1 
rather think it was near Jeruſalem, and fo called, becauſe it was 
_ principally built of the cedars of Lebanon. In 2 Chron. ix. 10: 
we find that he put the golden ſhields there, which in his ſon": 
time the king of Egypt took away when he came N Jeru- 
ſalem. It was Probably a magazine for arms. 
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the like work; this was another building, adjoining the 
queen's palace. Solomon made alſo an houſe for Pha- 


' raoh's daughter, whom he had taken [to wife,] like | 


unto this porch, Ir was cuſtomary in the eaſt for the women 

g and men to have ſeparate apartments. All theſe [were of 
coſtly ſtones, according to the meaſures of hewed _ 
ſtones, ſawed with ſaws, within and without, even from 


the foundation unto the coping, and [ſo] on the out- 


10 fide toward the great court. And the foundation [was 
of] coſtly ſtones, [even] great ſtones, ſtones of ten 
cubits, and ſtones of eight cubits, very large and valu- 

11 able, And above [were] coſtly ſtones, after the mea- 

12 ſures of hewed ſtones, and cedars. And the great court 
round about [was] with three rows of hewed ſtones, 

and a row of cedar beams, both for the inner court of 


the houſe of the Logo, and for the porch of the houſe. 
13 And king Solomon ſent and fetched Hiram out of 


14 Tyre.” He [was] a widow's ſon of the tribe of Naphtali, 


and his father [was] a man of Tyre, a worker in braſs: 


and he was filled with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and 
_ cunning to work all works in braſs. And he came to 
king Solomon, and wrought all his work. He was a 


man of extraordinary ſkill, and gave him remarkable afſiſt- 


15 ance in theſe great works, For he caſt two pillars of 


braſs, of eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of 
twelve cubits did compaſs either of them about. They 


| were two yards in diameter, and had beautiful ornaments 


16 about them, And he made two chapiters [of] molten 
brals, to ſet upon the tops of the pillars : the height of 


the one chapiter [was] five cubits, and the height of 


17 the other chapiter [was] five cubits: [And] nets of 


checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the 
chapiters which [were] upon the top of the pillars; 


ſeven for the one chapiter, and ſeven for the other 
18 chapiter. And he made the pillars, and two rows round 


about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters 
that [were] upon the top, with pomegranates: and ſo 


| 19 did he for the other chapiter. And the chapiters that 


[were] upon the top of the pillars, [were] of lily work 


n 
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20 in the porch, four cubits. And the chapiters upon the 


two pillars [had pomegranates] alſo above, overagainſt 
the belly which [was] by the net work: and the pome. 
granates [were] two hundred in rows round about upon 
21 the other chapiter. And he ſet up the pillars in the 


porch of the temple : and he ſet up the right pillar, and 

called the name thereof Jachin, hat is, he ſhall eſtabliſh . 

and he ſet up the left pillar, and called the name thereof 
22 Boaz, that is, in it is ſtrength.” And upon the top of 


the pillars [was] lily work : ſo was the work of tho 


Pillars finiſhed. 


E ; And he made a molten ge, ten cubits from the one 


brim to the other: [it was] round all about, and his 


height [was] five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits 
24 did compaſs it round about. And under the brim of 


it round about [there were] knops compaſſing it, ten in 


a cubit, compaſſing the fea round about: the knops 
23 [were] caſt in two rows, when it was caſt. It ſtood upon 
twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three 
looking toward the weſt, and three looking toward the 
ſouth, and three looking toward the eaſt : and the ſea 
[was ſet] above upon them, and all their hinder parts 


af [were] inward. And it [was] an hand breadth thick, and 


the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 


Vuith flowers of lillies: it contained two thouſand baths.” 
27 And he made ten baſes, or ſtands, of braſs, with 


wheels, for the convenience of moving il from place to place, 


four cubits [was] the length of one baſe, and four cu- 


| bits the breadth thereof, and three cubits the height of 
28 it. And the work of the baſes — * on this man- 


ner:] 


* Theſe were not to 1 any of the boilding: but were 

| deſigned. for ornaments, and to be ſignificant mementos to the 
worthippers to look to God for aſſiſtance and ſtrength ; and were 
aalſo an expreſſion of Solomon's expectations that God would | 

ſtrengthen his people, and eftabliſh the temple. | 
un This ſea was about fixteen feet in diameter, and held near 
two hundred and fifty barrels. It was the buſineſs of the Nethi- 
nims, the remuant of the Gibeonites, to fill it. It was uſed for 


waſhing the facrifice, and the hands and feet of the Levites; for 
which purpoſe the water came out of pipes at the bottom, It 
Rood upon twelve oxen, which” were both a ſupport and orns 
ment to It, . 


© a vn 
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ner: 1] they had borders, and the borders [ were] between 
29 the ledges: And on the borders that [were] between 
the ledges [were] lions, oxen, and cherubims; and 
upon the ledges [there was] a baſe above: and beneath 
the lions and oxen [were] certain additions made of 
zo thin work, And every baſe had four brazen wheels, 
and plates of braſs: and the four corners thereof had 
underſetters: under the laver [were] underſetters molt- 
zi en, at the fide of every addition. And the mouth of 
it within the chapiter and above [was] a cubit: but the 
mouth thereof [was] round [after] the work of the 
baſe, a cubit and an half: and alſo upon the mouth of 
at [were] gravings with their borders, fourſquare, not 
32 round. And under the borders [were] four wheels; 
* and the axletrees of the wheels [were joined] to the 


33 half a cubit. And the work of the wheels [was] like 


naves, and their felloes, and their ſpokes [were] all 
34 molten. And [there were] four underſetters to the four 
corners of one baſe : [and] the underſetters [were] of 
35 the very bale itſelt. And in the top of the baſe [was 
there] a round compaſs of half a cubit high: and on 
the top of the baſe the ledges thereof and the borders 
95 thereof [were] of the ſame, For on the plates of the 
| ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved 
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proportion of every one, and additions round about. 
37 After this [manner] he made the ten baſes: all of them 
had one caſting, one meaſure, [and] one ſize,  _ 
33 Then made he ten lavers, or waſbing veſſels, of braſs, 
hic were placed on the ten ſtands: one laver contained 
forty baths, about five barrels: [and] every layer was 
four cubits: [and] upon every one of the ten baſes _ 
7 one laver. And he put five baſes on the right ſide of 


- > Oh. 8 


he ſet the ſea on the right fide of the houſe eaſtward 
over againſt the ſouth, | 


4 And Hiram made the lavers, and the travels fer the 
ee, and the baſons, 1% receive the blood of the ſacrifice. 


1 


baſe: and the height of a wheel [was] a cubit and 


the work of a chariot wheel: their axletrees and their 


cherubims, lions, and palm trees; according to the 


the houſe, and five on the left ſide of the houſe: and 5 


vi 


Felt 


19 
ſticks of pure gold, 7he large ſconces or branches, five on 
the right ſide, ] and five on the left, before the oracle, 


uith the flowers and the lamps, and the tongs [of] 
50 g 


. 
two Pillars, and the [two] bowls of the chapiters that 
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So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he 
made king Solomon for the houſe of the Lok D: The 


[were] on the top of the two pillars; and the two net. 
works, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters which 


42 


[were] upon the top of the pillars; And four hundred 


pomegranates for the two networks, [even] two rows of 
pomegranates for one network, to cover the two boyls 


of the chapiters that [were] upon the pillars ; And the 


ten baſes, and ten lavers on the baſes; And one ſea, - 
and twelve oxen under the ſea: And the pots, 70 bol 
the parts of the peace offering which were allowed to ih; 
prieſt, and the ſhovels, and the baſons; and all theſe 


veſſels which Hiram made to king Solomon for the 


| houſe of the Logo, [were of] bright braſs, all made of 
5 the beſt poliſhed braſs. In the plain of Jordan did the 
king caſt them, in the clay ground between Succoth 
and Zarthan, thot being a proper place to make the moulds, 

7 And Solomon left all the veſſels [unweighed,] becauſe 
they were exceeding many; neither was the weight of 
the braſs found out; it was ſo great, that keeping an erat 


account Was burdenſome 3 and the cworſmen were all hong 
E and faithful. 


And Solomon made all the vl that [pertained] 


unto the houſe of the Logo, according to the pattern 
given him by David from God ; (1 Chron. xxvili. 19.) the 


altar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the 
ſhew bread I was,] Exodus xxv. 30. And the candle- 


oid, And the bowls, and the ſnuffers, and the , of 


and the ſpoons, and the cenſers [of] pure gold; and 


the hinges [of] gold, [both] fer the doors of the inner 
 _ houſe, the moſt holy {place, and] for the doors of the 
houſe, [to wit,] of the temple; that every thing mighi 


Ze alike magnificent, even the hinges of the doors were of 


512g 
made for the houſe of the Lox. "And Solomon 


old. So was ended all the work that king Solomon 


a in the 8 which David his father had dedi- 


cated ; 5 
0 4 


2 
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_ cated; [even] the filver, and the gold, and the veſſels, 
did he put among the treaſures of the houſe of the 


Lord; that is, what remained above what was conſumed 
in the temple ; and e the remains EY the tabernacle, > 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. LL this wealth, ſplendour, and magnificence, 
was intended to excite veneration in the wor- 
ſkippers, and to prevent idolatry. The temples of idols 
were ſplendid, and ſeduced many that were led away by the 
foht of the eye; but none were fo glorious as this temple. 
All the pains and expenſe Solomon was at, ſuggeſt to us, 
how ready we ſhould be to honour the Lord with our ſub- 
tance, and devote our wealth to his ſervice. Grand and 
ſumptuous churches are of no real ſervice now; but every 
thing ought to be decent and convenient. To contribute 
to ſupply our brethren with ſuch places, is an important 
and excellent charity. Solomon did not build his own till 


beſt of our ſervices. 5 
2. Whatever we 4s to ſupport the wk and. wor ſhip 


The two pillars, Jachin and Boaz, ſuggeſt this thought to 
us. While we keep cloſe to him and his worſhip, we may 
hope for a continuance of his favours, He will guard our 
temples in peace, and ſtrengthen the heart of every ſincere 5 
| and humble worſhipper, , 

3. The frequent waſhing, for which the- laver was FRE 
ſigned, is often repreſented in ſcripture as an emblem of 
that purity and holineſs, which God under the goſpel re- 
quires of his WOrluppers. It is not the putting away the 
lilth of the fleſh only: but it conſiſts in waſhing the heart 
from all ef 3 in having clean hands, free from 


trary to Goſpel purity, If we deſire the acceptance of our 
prayers and ſervices, let us waſh our hands in innocency, 
and humbly ſeek acceptance thro? the bie of Chriſt, 
ch N les all of Its 

c HA b. 


he had finiſhed God's houſe, He ſhould have the firſt and 1 


of God, we ſhould look to him for aſſiſtance and ſtrength. 3 


every act of injuſtice, diſhoneſty, and every thing con- _ 


123786 
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2 he "HER: of the ark into the temple, and its ſolemn dedica- 
tion; Solomon's addreſs to the people on the nature e and a = 
* this appearance; and his prayer to God. 


HEN Solomon aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, 

and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the 

fathers of the children of Iſrael, unto king Solomon in 
Jeruſalem, that they might bring up the ark of the 

_ covenant of the Lonp out of the city of David, which 

2 [is] Zion.? And all the men of Iſrael aſſembled them. 
ſelves unto king Solomon, multitudes of the common peo. 
ple, as well as the grandees, at the feaſt in the month 
FEthanim, which [1s] the ſeventh month, that is, at the 
3 feaſt of tabernacles. And all the elders of Iſrael came, 
and the prieſts took up the ark. It was properly the 
buſt, neſs of the Levites to carry the ark, but the prieſts did 
it on ſome extraordinary occaſions, as here, when the ark was 


5 4 to be fixed. And they brought up the ark of the Lozo, 


and the tabernacle of the congregation, that hich 
_ Moſes made, ( Exodus xxxvi. $, ) which they now laid up in 
lie temple, as a ſacred monument, never to be removed again, 
and all the holy veſſels that [were] in the tabernacle, 40 
| the utenſils belonging to it, and holy veſſels, the candleſticks, 
fable, Sc. even thoſe did the prieſts and the Levites 
5 bring up. And king Solomon, and all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, that were aſſembled unto him, | were] 
with him hats the ark, ſacrificing ſheep, and oxen, 
that could not be told nor numbered for multitude, 
There was a grand proceſſion, which ſtopped at certain places 
to offer ſacrifices, either on the ground, or on altars occaſion. 
6 al, of y ereflea. And the pres: OY in the ark of the 


covenant 


30 It 5 is 3 K d that this was ; the year of jabile, when 
| there was a greater concourſe of people at Jeruſalem, and it vas 
a ſeaſon of great joy. He aſſembled all the princes of the tribes, 
the heads of families or clans; and their buſineſs was to bring 
up the ark from Zion, that part of the city which David had 
built, to mount Moriah, where the temple now flood ; till that 
time, the temple was an houſe without an inhabitant. 


L wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims 
8 
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covenant of the Lok p unto his place, into the oracle 
of the houſe to the moſt holy [ place, even] under the 
_ wings of the cherubims; id was brought into the moſt holy 


place, and fixed between the cherubims, under their ea. 


ing wings. For the cherubims ſpread forth [their] two 1 


covered the ark and the ſtaves thereof above. And 


they drew out the ſtaves by which it was carried, that 


the ends of the ſtaves were ſeen out in the holy [place] 


before the oracle; or, as it is in 2 Chron. v. 9. on the out- 


de of the ark, at a diſtance from it; which would be a 


1 


guide to the prieft when he went in on the day of atonement. 


f 3 ſprinkle the blood, the oracle being dark, except what 
light the cloud of glory occaſioned, which he was not to look 


upon; and they were not ſeen without, in the holy place 


 frrifily ſo called: and there they are unto this day, /o long 
9 45 the temple flood. [There was] nothing in the ark ſave 
the two tables of ſtone, which Moſes put there at 
| Horeb, when the Logp made [a covenant] with the 
-- children of Iſrael, when they came out of the land of 


Egypt, for Aaron 5 rod, and the 70. of manna, were 2 by the 


2 


And it came to al, when the prieſts were come out = 


"if the holy [place, ] that the cloud filled the houſe of 


the Logp, who now came to take poſſeſſion of the houſe I 
tie cloud, which was the ſymbol of his preſence, (ſec 2 Chron, 
v. 11, Sc.) So that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſ- 


ter becauſe of the cloud: for the glory of the Lonp 


1 2 | 


had filled the houſe of the Lokb. 1 


Then ſpake Solomon, 10 encourage them 4 4 2 5 
their fears, The Lord ſaid that he would dwell in the 


I 13 thick darkneſs.” T have ey built thee an houſe to 


J.. --. "dwell | 


4 At firſt 4 Was a 4 thick and dark 1 Hoa whence, | 
- after Solomon had finiſhed his prayer, inſupportable brightneſs 
iſſued. This was a token of God's acceptance of them; it did 

honour to the ark and temple, and confirmed the people's belief 
of what they had ſo often read concerning the glory of the Lord 

in the books of Moſes. Upon this, the prieſt came out of the 
temple in great conſternation, and the p ſtruck with aer | 


began to be afraid, 
He had in effect ſaid ſo, as all his! appearances had — 1 in a cloud, 


on mount Sinai and i in che wildernels, and on the tabernacle, 


| "0 
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dell in, a ſettled place for thee to abide in for ever; he 
welcomed this token of God's preſence and approbation, and 
_ begged that he would accept it as his own, and dwell in it f 


14 ever. And the king turned his face about, and bleſſi 


all the congregation of Iſrael: (and all the congregs. 


A 5 tion of Iſrael ſtood ;) And he ſaid, Bleſſed [be] the 


Loox p God of Iſrael, which ſpake with his mouth unto 
David my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled ſit, 
16 ſaying, Since the day that I brought forth my people 

Iſrael out of Egypt, I choſe no city, #9 particular place, 

cout of all the tribes of Iſrael to build an houſe, that my 
name might be therein; but I choſe David to be ove: 
my people Iſrael, and ſhowed him the place that I defioned, 


17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an 


18 houſe for the name of the Lok p God of Iſrael. And 
the Lorp faid unto David my father, Whereas it was 


in thine heart to build an houſe unto my name, thou 
19 didft well that it was in thine heart. Nevertheleſs thou 


| ſhalt not build the houſe ; but thy ſon that ſhall come 
forth out of thy loins, he ſhall build the houſe unto my 


20 name. And the Loxp hath performed his word that he 


| ſpake, fulfilled his promiſe, in giving him a ſon, and I am 
riſen up in the room of David my father, and fit on the 
_ throne of Iſrael, as the Loxp promiſed, and have built 


an houſe for the name of the LORD God of Iſrael, 
21 hath enabled me to execute this deſien. And I have ſet 
there a place for the ark, wh [is] the covenant of 


the Loxp, which he made with our fathers, when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt; that is, ili 
table of the covenant which contained the tenure by which 


-— they held the land of Canaan, and the rules of their duty. 
22 And Solomon ſtood before the altar of the Loy * in 
5 : . the 8 8 of all the . of Ilrael, and nd ſpread 


forth 


T” He Goal; on a ſeaffold of braſs, in | the court : before the ouſt 
: af the Lord, 

i He now turned about toward the altar, which: lay between | 

bim and the temple, and ſpread forth his hands; and afterward 

fell on his knees, as the moſt proper geſture for prayer, and 
offered a moſt noble and devout addreſs to God, He began with 


1 . ror his excellencies, and his faithfulneſi to his promiſes ts 
Davi | | 1 
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7 forth his hands toward heaven: And he faid, Lozp 


God of Iſrael, [there is] no God like thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneath, who keepeſt covenant and 


mercy with thy ſervants that walk before thee with al! 


24 their heart: Who haſt kept with thy ſervant David my 


father that thou promiſedſt him: 7 ſpakeſt alſo with _ 


thy mouth, and haſt fulfilled [it] with thine hand, as 
| 2; lit is] this day. Therefore now, Logp God of owe, 
keep with thy ſervant David my father that thou pro 
miſedſt him, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a man 
in my ſight to fit on the throne of Iſrael; fo that thy 
| children take heed to their way, that they walk before 
26 me as thou haſt walked before me. And now, O God 
ol Iſrael, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which 
thou ſpakeſt unto thy ſervant David my father; intreat- 
ing that God would fulfil what remained to his poſterity, and 
that the government of Iſrael might continue in his family, 


lle then breaks out into high admiration of the condeſcenſion = 


and grace of God, in dwelling with men, and vouchſafing 
27 them the tokens of his preſence. But will God indeed dwell 
on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of hea- 
vens cannot contain thee ; how much leſs this houſe 
that I have builded ? Acknowledging that God was inſtuite 5 
and immenſe, leſt the people ſhould imagine that Fehovah was 
like the heathen gods, confined to one place; the higheſt hea- 
bens, all the worlds of light and glory, could not comprehend = 
28 or contain him, Yet, tho" thou art preſent eveiy where, 
have thou reſpect unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and 
do his ſupplication, O Lorp my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and to the prayer, which thy ſervant prayetn 
Y before thee to day : That thine eyes may be open to- 
ward this houſe night and day, [even] toward the place 
of which thou haſt ſaid, My name ſhall be there: that 
| thou mayeſt hearken unto the prayer which thy ſervant 
Þ ſhall make toward this pier. And hearken thou to 
„ the 


L The — in tha court rel toward the ence; whers - 


the ſymbol of the divine preſence reſided ; and in other parts of _ 


the country they looked toward the temple; ſo Daniel did in 
abylon, Daniel vi. 10. Hence we read ſo often of avor/hipping 


ward the temple, as an expreſſion of their faith in Jehos ah, Who 
Felt there, on | 
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the ſupplication of thy ſervant, and of thy people iich 
when they ſhall pray toward this place : and hear ies 
in heaven thy dwelling place: and, when thou heareft, 
forgive; 10 prevent any wrong notions of God, he ag, 
Hear in heaven, the reſidence of thy brighteſt gory, of phi ich 
this is but an emblem, and forgive; becauſe ſin 7070 pre 
the * and e of « our . 


REFLECTIONS. 


ET is the duty and honour of the children of good 
men to purſue their pious ſchemes, and complete 


the He" works they began: ſo Solomon did; and he 
| ſpeaks of it with peculiar pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and 
thankfulneſs to God, who enabled him to do it, It is no 


diſhonour to build on a good foundation; but a great di. 
grace when the children of God's people degenerate, and 


do not purſue the good deſigns of their parents. 


2. The thick darkneſs, in which God appeared, was an 


emblem of the darkneſs of that diſpenſation, in which there 
was ſo much of types and ſhadows and obſcurity, Rays 
-of glory indeed broke out, but their minds were terrifel 
and enſlaved by it. Let us bleſs God for the brighter diſ. 
penſation of the goſpel ; where we all, with open face behold. | 
ing the glory of the Lord, are changed into his image, from $9) 
t Jo giary, by the ſpirit of the Lord. 


3. We ſhould remember, that good defigns and inten- 


: tions are approved and commended by God, tho? he gives 
not the opportunity of putting them into execution, Da- 
vid did well in that it was in his heart to build a houſe fir 
Cod. 
for his glory; nevertheleſs good intentions are but hy- 
pocriſy without vigorous endeavours. If the heart be in. 
tent upon ſerving God, and the hands diligently employed 
in his work, and if there be a willing mind, it is acceptes 


according to what a man hath, and not according to wha i ht 
hath not. 


This is an encouragement to us to be laying ſchemes 


4. Solomon, with all his ks 5 magnificence, never 


looked ſo truly great and glorious, as he did in the attitude 
in which this r N him. TIE Was great on the 


throns, 
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|, throne; on ths bench of juſtice, i in his buildings, furniture 
and equipage ; but never ſo truly illuſtrious, as when proſ- 
trating himſelf before God, and leading the devotions of 
Iſrael. It was for his honour that he could pray, and ſuit 
His petitions to the occaſion with ſo much propriety and 
affection. It was for his honour that he was willing to pray 


work to an inferior perſon. The reverence of his poſture, 


the greateſt men. 
5. God's promiſes to us ſhould encourage our prayers. 
This Solomon makes uſe of as a plea in his prayer; ground- 
ing his petition for favour and mercy to the land, in the 
various circumſtances that might occur, on what was ſaid to 


devotions, to direct us what to pray for, and to excite our 
hope that he will graciouſly hear our ſupplications, and 
lend an anſwer of peace. 


member his immenſity and omnipreſence. This will pre 
vent rudeneſs and preſumption, and fill our hearts with an 

awful ſenſe of the Majeity we addreſs ; it will lead us to 
admire his condeſcenſion and grace, in permitting our 
approach to him, who 15 a ſpirit, and muſt be worſhipped in 
ſpirit and in truth, We ſhould particularly recolle&, that he 


to ſpread our fins and our ſorrows before him. He knows 
bow to ſupport us under every burden; to take it away, or 


o cure e every pages: and | both of body and mind. 


Er 


c H A P. VIII. 31, to \ the ood. 


{ciation of Solomon's prayer; his bleſſing the Py . an 4 mY 
Ilie ſacrifice and feaſt which followed the dedication. 


3 J. any man treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and an 
oath be laid upon him to cauſe him to ſwear, and 
32 the oath come before thine altar 1 in this houſe : Then — — 
55 * 35 F) ; 


before this vaſt congregation, and did not turn over the 


and the devotion of his heart, are THI the imitation of: 5 


David and of Iſrael. God's promiſes are to guide Gr 


6. It becomes us, whenever we approach t God, to re. 


knows our thoughts, and therefore ſhould be ſerious ang 
ſincere, He knows the plague of our hearts, and allows us 


"Mi 
10 
1. 
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hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants, 
condemning the wicked to bring his way upon his head; 
and juſtifying the righteous, to give him according to 
his righteouſneſs; if a man denies what was lent or com. 

mitted to him by his neighbour, and, there being no witneſ;, 
he is called upon to purge himſelf by an oath, and to touch 
the altar, then do thou plainly ſhow who has right on his fide, 


33 When thy people Iſrael be ſmitten down before the 


enemy, becauſe they have finned againſt thee, and 
| ſhall turn again to thee, and confeſs thy name, and 
pray, and make ſupplication unto thee in this houſe, 9 
rather, toward this houſe; when they confeſs the juſtice of 
their puniſhment, renounce their falſe gods, and turn io thee: 


34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the ſin of thy 


people Iſrael, and bring them again out of their caplicig 
unto the land which thou gaveſt unto their fatheis. 


3 5 When heaven is ſhut up, and there is no rain, becauſe 


they have ſinned againſt thee; if they pray toward this 
place, and confeſs thy name, and turn from their fin, 
when thou afflicteſt them, without which they cannot hope 


5 36 for mercy : Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the 


fin of thy ſervants, and of thy people Iſrael, that thou 
teach them the good way wherein they ſhould walk, 
and give rain vpon, thy I: nd which thou haſt given to 
thy people for an inheritance; firft by thy grace make thein 
37 better, and then give them rain in its ſeaſon. If there be 
in the land famine, if there be peſtilence, blaſting, 
mildew, locuſt, [or] if there be caterpuller z if their 
enemy beſiege them in the land of their cities; whatſo— 


38 ever plague, whatſoever ſickneſs {there bez] What 


prayer and ſupplication ſoever be [made] by any man, 
any particular Zerſon, [or] by all thy people Iſrael, !y 
any town or city, who, being afflified, ſhall join together ir 
their preyers, which ſhall know every man the plague 0 of 
his own heart,“ when he makes a ſolemn moan for any thing 
that lies heat uy upon his ſpirits, and ſpread forth his hands 


: 39 toward this houſe ; Then hear thou in heaven ti 


" PR and forgives. and do, and give to ever 
man 


* 7 Se it is, 1 7 5 farrew any bodily afficion 
or rather, In, Wen is dhe cauſe of grief, 


EN 


man according to his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt; 


(for thou, [even] thou only, knoweſt the hearts of all 


the children of men;) if his heart is upright, grant his re- 
queſt, for thou canſt not be deceived with words, but wilt give 


40 accoraing to the ſincerity of our repentance , T hat they may 


fear thee all the days that they live in the land which 
thou gaveſt unte our fathers ; be led by thy goodneſs to 


ſerve thee religiouſly, and not return to folly. He then opens 


the fulneſs of his benevolent heart in praying for ſtrangers. 


41 


Moreover concerning a ſtranger, that [is] not of thy 


people Iſrael, but cometh out of a far country for thy 


name's ſake; who hear the fame of thy greatneſs and good. 
meſs, and are diſpoſed to come to Feruſalem to worſhip God, 


2.2 


and become proſelytes to his religion; (For they ſhall hear | 
of thy great name, and of thy ſtrong hand, and of wy | 


ſtretched out arm;) when he ſhall come and 


43 


toward this houſe; Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 


place, 1 encourage them, and prove thy divinity, and thy 


relation to Iſrael, and do according to all that the ſtranger | 
calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth may 
know thy name, to fear thee, as [do] thy people If- 


rael; and that they may know that this houſe, which 1 


| | have builded, is called by thy name, belongs to thee, has 


oh y gracious preſence in it, and may carry a good report 


45 houſe that I have built for thy name: Then hear thou 4 


44 back, and ſo ſpread thy name and thy glory. If thy peo- 


ple go out to battle againſt their enemy, whitherſoever 
thou ſhalt ſend them, and ſhall pray unto the LoxD to- 
ward the city which thou haſt choſen, and [toward] the 


in heaven their prayer and their ſupplication, and 


46 maintain their cauſe. If they ſin againſt thee, if they 
revolt from thee, (for there is] no man that ſinneth not) 
the general depravity of human nature makes me fear they 
| will, (which he urges as an argument for compaſſion and 
_ mercy,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them 
to the enemy, ſo that they carry them away captives 


47 


unto the land of the enemy, far or near; [Yet] if they 


ſhall bethink themſelves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and make ſupplication 


unto thee 1 in the land of them that carried them cap- 


Y 4 „ tives, 
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tives, ſaying, We have ſinned, and have done perverſe. 
ly, we have committed wickedneſs; And [ſo] return 


unto thee with all their heart, and with all their foul, 


in the land of their enemies, which led them away cap- 


tive, and pray unto thee toward their land, (Dan. vi. 10 
which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, the city which 
thou haſt choſen, and the houſe which J have built for 


49 
50 


thy name; / hey repent, and bethink themſelves, are cou. 


trite, and confeſs their fins with all their aggravations, and 


return from them and reform; I hen hear thou their prayer 
and their ſupplication in heaven thy dwelling place, wy 
maintain their cauſe, or 7ight, And forgive thy people 


that have ſinned againſt thee, and all their tranſgreſſions 

wherein they have tranſgreſſed againſt thee, and give 
them compaſſion before them who cartied them captive, 
that they may have compaſſion on them; hat their the 


mies may treat them with mercy while they are continned in 


- G1 C 


aplivily, and gite them leave to return; For they [be] 


os thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughteſt 


forth out of Egypt, from the midit of the turnace of 


iron: * That thine eyes may be open unto the fuppli- 


cation of thy ſervant, and unto the ſupplication of chy 


53 


people Iſrael, to hearken unto- them in all that they call 
for unto thee. For thou didſt ſeparate them from among 
all the pcople of the earth, [to be] thine inheritance, 


as thou ſpakeſt by the hand of Moſes thy ſervant, when 
thou broughteit our fathers out of Egypt, O Logo 


God; he urges it by thiir relation 10 God as his Peculicr 


People, by the law that was given them, and the promiſe 
made to Moſes. See 2 Chron, vi. 41, 42. 


54 
end of praying all this prayer and ſupplication unto the 


And it was [ ſo,] that when Solomon had made an 


Lon, he aroſe from before the altar of the LozD, 
from kneeling on his knees, with his hands ſpread up 
. to heaven, and fire came doron and 4 conſumed the facr, ces, 


5 


l it; 


3 urges as an argument, iht 1 were God's in- 


heritance, which he had purchaſed and made his own, and there, 


fore hope: that he will not loſe ihe glory of what he had 


formerly done for them; and quel !\udes vi * - general requels 
that God would. hear all his praying People. 


1. KINGS. vin. EL, 


which were on the brazen altar, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the houſe, (1 Chron. vii. 14.) a bright luſtre broke 
rg out of the dark cloud, and aſſected the people greatly. And 
be ſtood, and bleſſed all the congregation of Iſrael, he 
turned about to the people, and bleſſed them, with a loud 
36 voice, ſaying, Bleſſed [be] the Logp, that hath given 
reſt unto his people Iſrael, according to all that he pro- 


miſed : there hath not Haile one word of all his good 


promiſe which he promiſed by the hand of Moſes his 
tervant. He here reminds them of God's fidelity, and prays 


57 for his continued preſence. The Loxp our God be with 
us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, 
58 nor forſake us: That he may incline our hearts unto 


him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com. 


mandments, and his ſtatutes, and his judgments, which 


he commanded our fathers; as we have the external. 


tokens of his favour, ſo may we have his grace, 10 obſerve | 
the ſtatutes and ordinances which he hath given us; this is 
the preateſs bleſſing, and the means of fecuring the continuance. 


59 of ail other privileges. And let theſe my words, where= _ 
wich | have made ſupplication before the Lorp, be 


nigh unto the LORD our God day and night, that he 
maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the cauſe of his 
people lirael at all times, as the matter ſhall require: 
thus expre{ins his hope that God would hear his prayer, 
bo and ſhow figual favour to Iſrael. That all the people of 
the earth may know that the Loy [is] God, [and that 
there is] none elſe; that other nations may be led by it to 
1 worſhip and glorify him. He then concludes the ſolemnity with | 
a word of exhortation, charging them 10 CONTINUE obedient, as 
61 the condition of the divine favour and bleſſing. Let your 
heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to 


walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep his commandments, 4 
as at this day. : 


And the king, and all Iſrael with him; offered fie: 5 


9 ſice before the LoRD. And Solomon offered a ſacrifice 
bol peace offerings, which he offered unto the LoRD, 
4 ſmall part of which was deſtroyed ; other parts belonged 

10 the prieſts, and the remainder was a feaſt for the people 
who were ajemblea, two and twenty ons N and 


an 


Eu KINGS. vill 


an hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep. So the king 


and all the children of Iſrael dedicated the houſe of +] ie 
Lok p; /et it apart to holy uſes, in an holy manner, and 


4 in ſacrifices to God, and in prayer and thankſgiving, 


64 The ſame day did the king hallow the middle of the: 


court that [was] before the houſe of the Loxp: for 


there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, 
and the fat of the peace offerings : : becauſe the brazen 


altar that [was] before the Lorp [was] too little to re. 


ceive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings. Probably many altars were 


erelled on this occaſion, which were afterwards removed into 
_ the court of the people, aye the court hs the P. veſts Was 


5 not large enough, 


6s 


And at that time Solomon held a feaſt, called the 
| feaſt of dedication, and all Iſrael with him, a great con- 
gregation from the entering in of Hamath unto the 


river of Egypt, before the Loxp our God, ſeven days 


and ſeven days more for the feaſt of tabernacles, [even] 


fourteen days. Theſe peace offerings were offered during all 
theſe days, and ſerved to feaſt this great concourſe of people 


66 the whole time. On the eighth day, the day after the 


feaſt of taberracles as over, he ſent the people away: 


and they bleſſed the king, and went unto their tents 


joyful and glad of heart for all the goodneſs that the 
_ Lorp had done for David his ſervant, and for Iſrael 


1 8 his people; they thanked the king for his kindneſs and care, 
eſpecially in eſtabliſhing the worſhp of Cod; they prayed ts 
| God to proſper his reign, and bleſſed him for all the greai 


things that had been done for Davie, and tus fan, and for 
all 1985 20 their means. : 


REFLECTIONS, 


TE. we defire thi ls of our prayers, ad the con · 
tinuance of our proſperity, we muſt reform our 


ways, and be obedient. Solomon in every branch of his 
prayer mentions this, to remind the people of the terms of 
acceptance, and to prevent their mocking God, by aſking 

his favour while they were e diſobedient; and he particularly | 


Mention» 
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mentions it in the cloſe of his addreſs to thaw. To this 
purpoſe ſaith the pſalmiſt, If I regard mniquity in my heart 


the Lord will not hear me. 
2. The goodneſs and kindneſs of God to our fathers; is 


a ground to pray and hope that he will ſhow the ſame to us. 
/e have heard with uur ears, and our fathers have told us, 
chat God has done in time paſt; and he has ſtill the ſame 


power and grace. Let us pray that the ſame bleſſing may 
deſcend on us; we need it as much as they: but we muſt 


imitate their piety and zeal, and endeavour even to exceed 


them; then we may hope that the God of our fathers will 


bleſs us. 


3. Thi. ellen of publick worſhip, and the tokens 
of the divine preſence in it, give great joy to every pious 
Ifraclite. What a pleaſure was it to the people to ſce the 


temple finiſhed, the ark brought into it, and God giving 
theſe evident tokens of his favour and acceptance; to ſee 


the king ſo Joyful and devout, and every one ſo well pleaſed! 


Thus, when our governors ſecure to us the liberty of pub- 
lick worſhip, when a ſpirit of devotion and zeal for the 
houſe of God prevails, and his people are made joyful in 


the houſe of prayer, there is great reaſon for thank fulneſs; 


and it ſhould be our prayer that this may be more and more 
the caſe in our day. In every inſtance in which it is ſo, 


the ſong of the prieſts and people ſhould be our's; T he : 


: Lordi 15 25 and tus e endureth for ever. Amen, 


* — 


CHAP. K. 


* 2 anſwer to Soloviant s prayer ; the mutual preſents 3 5 


Him end Hiram; 3 with fone account ef his e and 
nauy. 


N D is; came to SY when S had finihed 5 
the building of the houſe of the LorD, and the 
| king's houſe, and all Solomon's defire which he was 
2 pleaſed to do, That the Logp appeared to Solomon the 
ſecond time, as he had appearent unto him at — 
| | pr WL | 
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3 that is, in a dream by night And the Lonxp f id unto 
him, I nave heard thy prayer and thy ſupplication, tha: 
thou haſt made before me: I have hallowed this houfe, 

which thou haſt built, to put my name there for ever, 
by the cloud and the fire conſuming the ſacrifices z and mine 
eyes and mine heart, my gracious Providence and tender 
lode and care, ſhall be there perpetually ; but this wil! 

4 depend upon thy good behaviour: And if thou wilt walk 

before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of 
heart, and in uprightneſs, to do according to all that 
I have commanded thee, [and] wilt keep my ſtatutes, 
and my judg ments; if iſiou wilt be as upright as David 

5 Was in the main courſe of his life and reign, Then I will 
eſtabliſh the throne of thy kingdom upon Iſrael for 

ever, as | promiſed to David thy father, ſaying, There 
| ſhall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Iſrael, 

6 [But] if ye ſhall at all turn from following me, and re. 

Volt to idolatry, ye or your children, and will not keep 
my commandments [and] my ſtatutes which J have ſet 
before you, but go and ſerve other gods, and worſhip 
7 them: Then will I cut off Iſrael out of the land which | 
I have given them, I will drive them from thence ; and 
this houſe, which TI have hallowed for my name, wil I 
caſt out of my fight, remove my preſence from it; and Iſrael 
| ſhall be a proverb, and a byword among all people : * 


98 And at this houſe, [which] | is high, hat is, grand, ſplen. 


did, and rentwned for its many ſacrifices and worſhippers, 
every one that paſſeth by it ſhall be aſtoniſhed a 10 
unexpefied and ec onder ful ruin, and ſhall hiſs ; and they 


ſhall fay, Why hath the Loxp done thus unto this 
9 land, and to this houſe ? And they ſhall anſwer, Be- 


_ cauſe they forſook the LoRD their God, who brought 
forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have 


be taken hold Upon: other gods, and have worſhipped them, 


| and 
„It is 3 at this was after * prayer, the ſame 


night; tho' the firſt verſe ſeems to intimate, that it was ſome 
years after, when he had finiſhed ail his buildings, and was in 


donger of growing proud; and therefore God gave bim the cau- 
ws tion that follows. | 


» It is a common proverb, that fock. or fach perſons are as 


- milcrable as Jews, 


WW 


3 
13 2 


„ a PO. 


and ſerved them: therefore hath the Lon ann 
upon them all this evil; te jerws /hall be 2 fe felf-condeinned, _ 
and be forced to give an Rat of theſe calamilies, whi h 71 
were owing to thar own folly cu revolt, 


jo And it came to paſs at the end of twenty years, waen 
Solomon had built the two houſes, the houſe of the 


T; LogD, and the king's houſe, ({ Now] Hiram the king 


of Tyre had furniſhed Solomon with cedar trees and 
fir trees, and with gold, in exchange for wheat and oil, 
tlie commodities of Canaan, according to all his defire,) 
that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in 


12 the land of Galilee.* And Hiram came out from Tyre 


to ſee the cities which Solomon had given him; and 
they pleaſed him not; therefore he returned them back 


13 again, (2 Chron, vill. 2.) And he ſaid, What cities 


fare] theſe which thou halt given me, my brother? 
And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day, 


14 that is, dirty, or diſpleaſing 710, And Hiram ſent to the 


king fix ſcore talents of gold. No doubt Solomon made 

im à recompenſe ſome other way, as the offer of the cities 

<was not agreeable, and this corre [ponaence, — 5 hs 
was amicably ended. 


: 55 And this [is] the reaſon W the levy of men and money 


which king Solomon raiſed; for to Build the houſe of 
the Los, and his own 1 and Millo, and the wall 
of Jeruſalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer, 


| 16 [For] Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken 


Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and {lain the Canaanites 
that dwelt in the city,“ and given it [for] a preſent un- 


17 to his dughter, + Solomon s wife. And Solomon built 


Gezer, 
3M Theſe were inhabited by Canaanites, (as may ſeem by 2 Chiron. 


viii. 2. ) called in the New Teſtament Galilee of the Gentiles. 


»The land was exceedingly rich and fruitful ; but, as is general- 


ly the cafe with ſuch countries as have deep ſoil, the roads were 


dirty. This did not ſuit the Tyrians, who delighted in trade, and 
did not chooſe c country buſineſs. We ind afterwards that Solomon 7 


ſent ſome Ifraclites there, who inhabited them. 


F of About ſix hundred fifty ſeven thoutand and fifty two pounds 
kerling. 

4 Some have ſuppoſed that they had behaved: TE and that 
Solomon, having his hands full of buſineſs, got his father in law 
ay puniſh, them, and exürpate che inhabitants. Z 
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Gezer, and Beth-horon the nether; And Baalath, and 


 Tadmor in the wilderneſs, in the land, in the north part 


of the country, in the land of Hamath, And all the cities 


of ſtore, for corn and ammunition, that Solomon had, 


and cities for his chariots, and cities for his horſe. 


men, and that which Solomon defired to build in 


D Jeruſalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his 


dominion. 


[And] all the people [that were] left of the Amo- 


: rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebuſites, which 


[were] not of the children of Iſrael, but had forſaben 


their idolatry, (elſe David would have driven them out alſo, 


41 


Their children that were left after them in the land, 


whom the children of Iſrael alſo were not able utterly 
do deſtroy, upon thoſe did Solomon levy a tribute of 
bondſervice unto this day; hey became bearers of burdens, 


22 


and hewers in the mountains. But of the children of Iſrael 
did Solomon make no bondmen: but they [were] men 


of war, and his ſervants, and his princes, and his cap. 
tains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horſemen; 


the Ißraelites were put 10 no ſervile labour, but wer 
officers of the court, governors -of/ provinces and cities, ca)- 
tains and ſoldiers. Theſe [wefe] the chief of the officers 


that [were] over Solomon's work, five hundred and 


fifty, which bare rule over 7 the people that wrought 1 in 


the work. 


24 


But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of the city of 


a David, © unto her houſe which [Solomon] had built for 7 


= her: then did he build Millo. 
25 


And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt 
offerings, and peace offerings upon the altar which he 


built unto the Loy, and he burnt incenſe upon the 


| reference to hum. 80 he finiſhed the houſe, - 


altar that [was] before the Lox ; he never failed to hee} 


the three ſolemn feaſts, and burn incenſe to the Lord; that 


is, it was provided at his expenſe, and burnt with a euer 


26 And 


8 5 + Chinn 1. 11. we 0 0. "that. this place v was eſtleemed 


| peculiarly holy, becauſe the ark had ſo long reſided there, It was 
not therefore fit that ſhe, who was a ſtranger, and probably had 


many Egyptians with her, who could not eaſily forſake all ther 
idolatrous practices,” ſhould continue there. | 


nE ²˙ i es + RN 351 
26 And king Solomon made a navy of ſhips in Ezion- 
geber, which [is] beſide Eloth, on the ſhore of the 

Red ſea, in the land of Edom, which David had con. 


junuered; and perhaps the commerce was begun by David, as 
27 he had ſo much gold, And Hiram ſent in the navy his 


ſervants, who were excellent ſailors, ſhipmen that had 


knowledge of the ſea, with the ſervants of Solomon. 


23 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence _ 
gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought 
[it] to king Solomon. „ - 3 


REFLECTIONS. 


LY THE caution which God gave Solomon in this 


chapter, reminds us, that if we defire the con- 
tinuance of our privileges, we muſt be an obedient and 
holy people. No eſtabliſhment of the externals of religion, 
no ſplendour of the church, or forms of worſhip, can 
ſecure the divine favour, and lengthen our tranquillity, 
without obedience to God's laws and keeping his command. 
ments, Let us impreſs this truth upon our hearts, that we 


may not be high minded, but fear; and let every particular 


perſon remember, that doing the will of God is neceflary _ 
to the acceptance of our .prayers, and the continuance of 
the divine blefling. % onion pn woe 
2. The wiſdom of God in the different genius and in- 
clinations of men, Hiram and his men loved the ſtreets of 
Tyre better than the dirt of the country. The Iſraelites 
preferred the country to the town. Merchantmen and 
tradeſmen are pleaſed with the noiſe and hurry of the city 


and ſea ports; while farmers love the quietneſs of the 


country, And in their different ways and occupations, 


| they both contribute to the welfare of the land and the 


„ 3% ¾ benefit 
Learned men are not agreed where Ophir is ſituated; but 
the length of the voyage to it, and the commodities brought 


from thence, naturally lead us to conclude it was ſomewhere in | 


the Eaſt Indies; perhaps as far as China. In Chronicles it is ſaid 
there were four hundred and fifty talents brought to the king. 
Perhaps thirty was the expenſe of the voyage, or were given to 
wam's ſervants; and the four hundred and twenty brought for 
oiomon's own uſe. This was a vaſt ſum, amounting to conlider- 
ably more than two millions, . 
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and therefore ſhe is called the queen of the South. Her country as 
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benefit of their neighbours. Theſe different inclinations 
are appointed by Providence to promote the happineſs of 
mankind ; and God is to be praiſed therein, 

.- Obſerve, for the honour of trade, that thoſe two 


princes \ were employed in it. They thought it not beneath 
them to fit out ſhips and commence merchants. Solomon 
thought it no impeachment of his wiſdom, tho? he was the 


wiſeſt of men, nor a leſſening of his glory, tho? he was the 


richeſt and greateſt, to be a merchant, to go himſelf to his 
port, and to ſee with his own eyes. This ſhames the folly 
and pride of thoſe, who, boaſting of their being en 
and gentlemen, think that trade is diſhonourable : While 
many of them think 1t no diſhonour to be wicked, to run 
In debt, and to cheat and defraud all about them. Once 
more, 


4. Let were igen and nden remember what Solo- 


mon ſuggeſts, that wiſdom is the Principal thing; that true 
religion 7s the one thing needful. Solomon, who Knew the 
ſweets of trade, and who brought in vaſt wealth by his. 
7” navy, informs us, and we ſhould all attend to the admoni. 
tion, Prov. iii. 13—17. Happy is the man that findeth toi. 
dom, and the man that getteth underſtanding , for the merchan. 
 diſe of it is better than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies : "ond 


all the things pt.) canſt deſire are not to be compared unto fer. 
Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand rith: 
and honour. Her Ways are — 5 he Pleaſantneſs, and all ler 


Parks 8 are e Peace, 


Caen 
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CHAP. 5 3 


: 4 account of Salomon? s interview nth the queen of Sheba, and 


of his wealth and grandeur. = 
1 & ND when the queen of Sheba ® heard, ( perhaps Ly 


ſome of his ſhips which touched on her coats, in their 


9 tg Fork ) of the fame of Solomon, of his weal!// and 
 aviſdan, 


on Sheba was part of Arabia Felix, which lay ſouth of Canaan; 


2 


bounded by the ocean, and therefore the 1 is laid to come r thi l 


uſtermoſi farts of 110 ear 7th. 
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wiſdom, and concerning the name of the Lord, the great 


things he had done for the honour, wor/hip, and ſervice 
of God, ſhe came to prove him with hard queſtions.“ 


2 And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very great train, 
with camels that bare ſpices, and very much gold, and 


precious ſtones: and when the was come to Solomon, 


the communed with him of all that was in her heart; 


She had liberty to propoſe what queſtions ſhe Pleaſed. And 


Solomon told her all her queſtions + there was not [any] 
thing hid from the king, which he told her not; ke 


4 anſwered them all to her ſatisfaction. And when the queen 
of Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's wiſdom, and the houſe 
that he had built, %% houſe or temple for God, and the 
5 palace for himſelf, And the meat of his table, and the 


| fitting of his ſervants, and the attendance of his miniſ- 


ters and their apparel, and his cup bearers, the order of 
tis family, his attendants and proviſions, and his aſcent by 
which he went up unto the houſe of the Logp, the grand 
walk or terrace from hs own palace to the temple, there 


was no more ſpirit in her, ſe was quite aſtoniſhed, And 
ſhe faid to the king, It was a true report that I heard 


in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wiſdom. How- 
beit I believed not the words, until | came, and mine 


eyes have ſeen [it:] and, behold, the half was not told 
me: thy wiſdom and oroſperity exceedeth the fame 


which I heard; /he thought common fame might magnify 
things, and that wwhat ſhe ſhould ſee would fall ſhort of what _ 


was told her; but it greatly exceeded it. Happy [are] thy | 


men, thy ſubjedts in general, happy [are] theſe thy ſer- 


vants, thy courtiers, which ſtand continually before thee, 
[and] that hear thy wiſdom ; not ſo much becauſe of thy 


_ Wealth and honour, but as they have an opportunity of hear- 
ing thy wiſdom, and improving their minds. Bleſſed be the 
_ Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on 
the throne of Iſrael : becauſe the Logo loved Iſrael for 
| ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 


_ Juſtice, This Was a grave ang Co admonition bath ta him 
Vor. III. 2 1 and 


it wa on antient 1 among princes to propoſe curious 


md difficult queſtions, ; in order 0 try we other” 5 e 224 


all, 


354 I. KINGS. X. 
and his people. 7 hey ought to thank God who gave ie 75 
ſuch a ling; and he ſhould remember, that all his æe 
Powwer, and wiſdom, were given him for the good of his (; ſub 
jefts , not to live in eaſe, ſplendour, and pleaſure, but,, 
10 conſult their happineſs. And ſhe gave the king an han. 
dred and twenty talents of gold, and of ſpices very great 
ſtore, the produtts of her own country, and precion; 
ſtones: there came no more ſuch abundance of ſpice 
as theſe which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solo. 
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[ 11 mon. And the navy alſo of Hiram, that brought gold 
15 from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty 0: F 
bs - almug trees, an hard wood, like Brazil, and precious 
= 12 ſtones, And the king made of the almug trees pillars 
WEE for the houſe of the Lord, or rails for the terrace, ani 
' for the king's houſe, harps alſo and pfalteries for 
fingers: there came no ſuch almug trees, nor were ſe: 
18 13 unto this day. And king Solomon gave unto the queen 


of Sheba, all her defire, whatſoever ſhe aſked, ay 4. 
of ity ſhe had a mind of, beſides [that] which Solon 
gave her of his royal bounty. So ſhe turned and wer 
to her own country, the and her ſervants. _ 


B 14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon ir 
| _ one year was fix hundred threeſcore and fix talents of 
. 15 gold, worth conſiderably more than three millions, Beſides 
Ra Ithat he had] of the merchantmen, he inhabitants of ii, 
EY 2 worth, who brought the commodities of their own 2 
=_ and of the traffick of the ſpice merchants, other ni! 

FY chants who paid cuſtoin, and of all the kings of Aa 
3 the princes who were tributary to him, and of the gover- 
FE nors of the country, he revenue which came in # am th 

| ſeveral provinces. 


16 And king Solomon . two hundred targets of] 
beaten gold: fix hundred [ſhekels] of gold went to out 


1 17 target. And [he made] three hundred ſhields of 
* beaten gold; three pounds of gold went to one ſhicld: Wi 
N ; and the king put them in the houſe of the foreſt of 

A Lebanon. 

7 : 18 Moreovi 

b b Theſe were 3 deſigned to "be carried before him wit WW + 
7 he went in fate; and at other times were to be hung up in tie a 


3 hall at the houſe of Lebanon. 
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20 ſtays, as large as life, for ſupporters. 


X. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 
97 80 it, or rather, inlaid or ſtudded it, with the beſt 
19 gold. The throne had fix ſteps, and the top of the 
throne [was] round behind, @ ſemicircle : and [there 
were] ſtays on either fide on the place of the ſeat, 2 
arms, like an elbow chair, and two lions ſtood be fide the 
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And twelve lions 
ſtood there on the one ſide and on the other upon the 
ſix ſteps, for ornament : there was not the like made in 


21 any kingdom. And all king Solomon's drinking veſſels 


22 this wealth. 


[were of ] gold, and all the veſſels of the houſe of the 
foreſt of Lebanon [were of] pure gold; none [were of] | 
filver: 1t was nothing accounted of in the days of Solo- 
mon. Mie have then an account how Solomon came by all 
For the king had at ſea a navy of Thar- 
ſhiſh, with the navy of Hiram: once in three years 
came the navy of Tharſhiſh, bringing gold and ſilver, 
ivory, and apes, and peacocks, or parrots, which are ſtill 


22 the commodities of that country, So king Solomon ex- 


ceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wiſ- 


24 dom. And all the earth ſought to Solomon, to hear his 


2; wiſdom, which God had put in his heart. 


horſes, and mules, a rate year by year. 
of neighbouring nations ſo highly eſteemed his wiſdom, that 


2 


II 


4 


9 


lite to Guinea, 


And they 
brought every man his preſent, veſſels of filver, and 
veſſels of gold, and garments, and armour, and ſpices, 
The great men 


they courted his friendſhip, and ſent him preſents aunually, 
as a token of reſpect, and from a of ire chat the friendſhip _ 
and alliance might be continued. 


7 And Solomon gathered ropether os and horſe- 


men: and he had a thouſand and four hundred chariots, 
and twelve thouſand horſemen, whom he beſtowed in 


4 the cities for chariots, and with the king at Jeruſalem; EF 


tobe ready on any emergency, as well as for fate. 
And the king made filver to be] in Jeruſalem as 
ſtones, and cedars made he [to be] as the ſycamore 
"GS: trees, 


i There were two fleets, one belonging to Hiram, in which J 


| Solomon had a ſhare; and one belonging to Solomon, in which 


tram had a Mare. Theſe ſailed thro' the ſtraits of Gibraltar 
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trees, or will fig trees, that Care] i in the vale for ale: 


dance; hyperbolical expreſſions for the great plenty of ji (ver 
and cedar. 


28 And Solomon had horſes brought out of Egypt, and 


linen yarn : the king's merchants received the linen 

29 yarn ata price. And a chariot came up and went ou: 
of Egypt for fix hundred [ſhekels] of filver, and an 
horſe for an hundred and fifty : and fo for all the king; 
of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, cid they 
bring 5 out wy their means.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


0 W Geitots ſhould we be to ſeek wi, ef. 
pecially of thoſe who are moſt eminent for it, 
Many travel for wealth, curioſity, or cuſtom this princeſs 


travelled for a nobler end, to learn wiſdom; perhaps to 
gain the knowledge of Jehovah and his ſervice; ; and ſhe 
was at much pains and expenſe about it. Let us defire to 


learn wiſdom whatever it may coſt us, eſpecially from Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, who lay in the boſom of the F ather, in whom are his 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. Many are fonder 
of diſcuſſing hard queſtions, than gaining uſeful knowledge; 
but let us ſeek true wiſGCom. We have no need to trave| 


far for it; having 1 in our Bible what is moſt 1 important and 
moſt plain: the word is nigh unto Us, Matt, xi. 42. We 


learn, 


2. The happineſs of thats who 8 the 3 F 


thy 


k This EY gives an account of his commerce with Egypt It 
is rather obſcurely expreſſed. Some tranſlate linen yarn to be 


toll or cuſtem, 1 underſtand it thus: as Egypt was famous for 


horſes, the king would not ſuffer them to be exported without 3 


large tribute. For this Solomon compounded with him for {0 


much a year; ſo his merchants went down and bought and ſold 
them to neighbouring ſtates and princes, each horſe at about 


_ Eighteen pounds. Some think it was ſo much duty; and a cha- 
riot, in which was four horſes, was fix hundred ſhekels, that 15, 
about ſeventy four pounds. I think this was a duty rather than 
the price, It may ſeem extravagant; but money was then ver 


plentiful. Thus Solomon enriched his own County, 4 and appeared 
the * friend and protector of trade. 


I ny n — W 12 


JL. NIN UG &% XI. 1 
th ſervants And thus happy are the ſervants who live in 
religious families, if they did but know how to value and 
improve their privileges, which are far ſuperior to any world- 
ly advantages. Happy are the ſervants of God who dwell in 
his houſe, eat at his table, behold his glory in his temple, 
and have ſo many opportunities of growing wiſe to falya- 
ton, Above all, bleſſed are they who dwell in his houſe 
above, who ſee his face, and ſing his praiſe, _ 

3. The reflection which the queen of Sheba made on 
Solomon's advancement, is applicable to Chriſt, God de- 
lighted in him, therefore made him king of the church, 
and empowered him to communicate happineſs to men. 
Out of love to mankind, God hath made him king, to ſave 
them from ruin; to govern them by his wiſe and wholeſome 
laws, and make all who are dutiful, loyal, and obedient, 
completely and eternally happy. This demands our warmeſt 
praiſe, Thanks be to God for this unſpeakable gift. 

4. We may reflect once more, how good a judge Solo. 
mon was wherein true happineſs conſiſted, and what regard 
ſhould be paid to his judgment, who declared, that vanity 
of vanities all was vanity: and he wrote a whole book to 
| prove this. May we learn wiſdom of him; and make a 
right eſtimate of the world, and all that is in the world. 
Kral religion will make us happier than he was with all his 


— — 


g — 
—— — 2 


CHAP. Xl. 


Me have ſeen Solomon in the height of his glory, but here is @ 
melancholy alteration. We are now to read of his degeneracy ; 
/ God's diſpleaſure and threatening io him; of the enemies 

God raiſed up againſt him; and of his death and ſucceſſor. 


| FI UT king Solomon loved many ſtrange women, oo 
3 together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of 


the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, [and] 
2 Hittites; Of the nations [concerning] which the Loxo - 
aid unto the children of Iſrael, Ye ſhall not go in to 
them, neither ſhall they come in unto you: [for] ſurely 
” RE PC 4% ORs 2 they 


** 
ä EEIRIIEE 


* 


= 


a - = a a 3 Wa 
8 A E a 2 * - 7 =S — W £ A 
IODIDE ; — : £ 
a 2 * = @ = ED — = — — - . - 2 * — es — 4 
= 1 
Se >” 7 9 td — — Sg, ES 
> Foe — 3 


5 3 Ct Bc ECP 


'S = * 
F 97" 7. — : 


inhabitants of Jeruſalem; he was not quite ſo bad as to do 
There and this place continued till the days of Joſtah. 


7 
0 
1 
7 
if 
of 
fi 
4 
$i 
iſ 
if 
i 
4% th 
"0 
i 


"7 EE KINGS I 


they will turn away your heart after their OT : Solo. 
mon clave unto theſe in love. He was guilly of two fn. 
againſt the law; the one was in having a multiplicity if 


3 wives, the other, in taking frange women. And he had 


ſeven hundred wives, princeſſes, and three hundred con- 
cubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 7/6 
were taken for ſtale and pomp; as eaſtern princes to this day 
have a great number of wives, many of whom perhaps hey 
4 ſcarce ever ſee. For it came to paſs, when Solomon was 
old, [that] his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Logo his 
God, as [was] the heart of David his father. He did not 
renounce Fehovah, but Joined the worſhip of other gods with 
him; he allowed his wives to ao it at firſt privately, and 
then more openly. Ile atiended himſelf in ſome inſtances ou! 
of complaiſance, or partook of their feaſts ; wwhich he never 
Would have done if his mind had not been depraved by ſenſual 
5 Pleaſures, For Solomon went after Aſhtoreth the god. 
deſs of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the aboming: 
6 tion of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the 
| fight of the Lox p, and went not fully after the Lox, 
as [did] David his father; he was not like David, is 
kept to the worſhip of God, and never joined in idolatry, 
7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemolh, 
the abomination of Moab, in the hill that [is] before 
Jeruſalem, and for Molech the abomination of the 


S children of Ammon. And likewiſe did he for all his 


ſtrange wives, which burnt incenſe and ſacrificed unto 
their gods; 10 oblige them all, he had ſome 1 mage or tempi 
o the honour of their ſeveral gods. 

9 And the Loxp was angry with Solomon, becuaſe his 
heart was turned from the Logp God of Iſrael, which 
had appeared unto him twice ; at Gibeon, and at Ferit 


10 lem after the prayer at the dedication of the temple. A 


had commanded him expreſsly, at buth thoſe appearaiie 
concerning this thing, that he ſhould not go after other 
$908 3 . but he kept n not that which the Lozp conmmani. 

(oy 


1 This was TROP on mount Olivet, in light of the temple ad 
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1 ed. | Wherefore the Logp ſaid unto Solomon, Foraſ- 
much as this is done of thee, and thou haſt not kept my 
covenant and my ſtatutes, which I have commanded 
thee, I will ſurely rend the kingdom from thee, and 

12 will give it to thy ſervant Jeroboam, Notwithſtanding 

in thy days I will not do it for David thy father's ſake ; 
to humble him ſtill more, he tells him he did not do it for his 
ſake, bat for his father David's: 

Iz of the hand of thy fon, Howbeit I will not rend away 
all the kingdom ; [but] will give one tribe to thy ſon 
for David my ſervants fake, and for e s ſake 

_ which I have choſen.” 

14 And the Loꝝp ſtirred up an adverſary unto Solomon Ly 

in tus old age, when he was moſt deſirous of reſt and quiet, 
Hadad the Edomite : he [was] of the king's ſeed in 


15 Edom. For it came to paſs, when David was in Edom, 


and Joab the captain of the hoſt was gone up to bury 
16 the ſlain, after he had ſmitten every male in Edom; (For 

fix months did Joab remain there with all Iſrael, until 
If he had cut off every male in Edom :) That Hadad fled, 

| he and certain Edomites of his father's ſervants with | 

him, to go into Egypt; 
18 child, And they aroſe out of Midian, and came to 


Paran, where he waited 10 ſee whether Pharaoh would fe. 


ctide them: and they took men with them out of Paran; 
he hired men, that he might appear like a prince, and have 


an equipage ſuitable to his quality; and they came to E. 125 
which gave him 


|  8YPt, unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
an houſe, and appointed him victuals, and gave him 
And Hadad found great favour in the ſight of 
Pharaoh, ſo that he gave him to wife the faſter of his 
20 own wife, the ſiſter of Tahpenes the queen,” And the 
ſiſter of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his ſon, whom 
1 ahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's houſe : and Genubath _ 
Was in Pharaoh's houſehold among the ſons of Pharaoh, 
5 F % 


ru | This. was e i n of tke puniſhment, that he Fear re | 


not rend all; but ſtill this humbling circumſtance is added, that 


it was for David's ſake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake. 


Some think he met with the more favourable reception, as 


| he might bring with him the knowledge of ſome arts or ſciences, 


Which the N wanted. 


* 


[but] I will rend it out 


Hadad [being] yet a little 


e bim. 
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21 who ſhowed great affeftion to the child. And when Hadad 


heard in Egypt that David ſlept with his fathers, and 


that Joab the captain of the hoſt was dead,” Hadad ſaid 
to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that T may go to mine 


22 own country. Then Pharaoh ſaid unto him, But what 


haſt thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou ſeekeſt to 


go to thine own country? And he anſwered, Nothing 
hon beit let me go in any wiſe? _ 

And God ſtirred him up [another] adverſary, Rezon, 
"the ſon of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer 
king of Zobah; he cas a general who fled when his army 
24 was beaten by David: And he gathered men unto him, 


and became captain over a band, when David flew them 


| [of Zobah:] and they went to Damaſcus, and dwelt 


85 25 therein, and reigned in Damaſcus.“ And he was an 


adverſary to Iſrael all the days of Solomon, befides the 
miſchief that Hadad [did : 1 and he abhorred Iſrael, 


and reigned over Syria: he was encouraged by Hadad, ard 


brought the country round about Damaſcus into ſubjection. 


26 And Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an Ephrathite of 
5 Zereda, Solomon's ſervant, a great officer of ſtate, (v. 28. 
chi. ix. 22.) whoſe mother's name | was] Zeruah, a widow 
| woman, even he lifted up [his] hand againſt the king; 


not in open rebellion, but ſecretly ſowed the ſeeds of diſcord 
and faftion in the tribes of which he was receiver general, 


4 27 And this [was] the cauſe that he lifted up | his} hand 


againſt the king: Solomon built Millo, [and] repaired 
208 the breaches of the city of David his father. And the 


man Jeroboam [was] a mighty man of valour : and 


SO Solomon ſeeing the young man that he was induftrious, 


22 he made him ruler over all the charge of the houſe of 
J oſc Ph. Solomon went to of a me wor k. and eee him 

| 8 85 $i 
1 1K seen aw” Joxb a was as 0 dreaded : as David, after 0 it =: 


| terrible execution of the Edomites. 


r Hadad accordingly went home; and, probably at Pharaol's 2 

| interceſſion, Solomon permitted him to Ray, and he became tibutary | 
But towards the cloſe of Solomon's reign, when he be— 

gan to be old and negligent, he revolted, and grew troubleſome, 


in order to avenge the blood of his countrymen. 


1 David kept a garriſon at Damaſcus; but when Solomon was 
grown old, he neglected bis ane its, fo that Rezon ai: ay re- 


Covered the city. 


29 


5 


31 
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to be a diligent, active, bold man, made him receiver general 
29 of Ephraim and Manaſſen. And it came to paſs at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of Jeruſalem, where he 
| had been to ſettle his accounts, that the prophet Ahijah the 

Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad him- 
ſelf with a new garment, hat he might appear at court in 
4 ſuitable dreſs, and they two [were] alone in the field, 
30 the ſervants perhaps being ſent forward : And Ahjah 
caught the new garment that [was] on him, and rent it 
in] twelve pieces, as 4 prophetical ſign, which he pro- 
31 ceeded to explain. And he faid to Jeroboam, Take thee 
ten pieces: for thus faith the Logp, the God of Iſrael, 
| Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
32 Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee : (But he 
' ſhall have one tribe © for my ſervant David's fake, and 
for Jeruſalem's ſake, the city which I have choſen out 
zz of all the tribes of Iſrael:) Becauſe that they have for- 
ſäaken me, and have worſhipped Aſhtaroth the god- 
deſs of the Zidonians, Chemoſh the god of the Moa- 

bites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, 
and have not walked in my ways, to do [that which is! 
night in mine eyes, and [to keep] my ſtatutes and my 
34 judgments, as | did] David his father. Howbeit I will _ 
not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: but I will 
make him prince all the days of his life for David my 
ſervant's ſake, whom I choſe, becauſe he kept my 
35 commandments and my ſtatutes: But I will take the 
Fingdom out of his ſon's hand, and will give it unto 
36 thee, [even] ten tribes. And unto his ſon I will give 
done tribe, that David my ſervant may have a light al- 
ways before me in Jeruſalem, the city which I have 


| choſen me to put my name there; that there may be 4 


— ſucceſſion of kings to guide my people, and cheer them by their 
ile had in factftwo tribes, Benjamin being mixed with Judah; 
Jeruſalem flood partly in both of them ; they were however reckon- 
ed but one tribe, Suns . E 
Many of the people were led away, eſpecially the courtiers, 
Who generally Will de of the King's relig iss. 
his was an admonition to Jeroboam not to moleſt Solomon 


Al his days, nor imitate his example in becoming an idolaterz 


elle he would forfeit his privileges likewiſe. 
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37 comfor table influence.” And I will take thee from thy pre. 
ſent ſtation, and thou ſhalt reign according to all that 
thy ſoul defireth, in a flouriſhing kingdom, and ſhalt he 
38 king over [ſracl, but not over Fudah, And it ſhall be, 

if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and 
wilt walk in my ways, and do [that is! right in my 

ſight, to keep my ſtatutes and my commandments, as 
David my ſervant did; that I will be with thee, and 
build thee a ſure houſe, as I built for David, and will 
39 give Iſrael unto thee. And I will for this afflict the ſeed 
of David, but not for ever. His kingdom ſhall remain and 
; return from captivily ; and at length be eftabliſhed for ever, 
40 in the Meſſiah, as the jewiſh writers interpret it, Solo. 
mon ſought e to kill Jeroboam." And Jero- 
boam aroſe, and fled into Egypt, unto Shiſhak king of 
Egypt, a new king, perhaps no relation to the former; one 

' who looked with a greedy eye upon Solomon's wealth ; and 
after his death came and took a great part of it away; and 
Jeroboam was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 


"+ e oc he reſt of the acts of Solomon, and all that he 


5 Aid. and his wiſdom, [are] they not written in the 
42 book of the acts of Solomon? And the time that Solo- 
maon reigned in Jeruſalem over all Iſrael [was] forty | 
43 years. And Solomon flept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David his father: - and Rehoboan 
his ſon e in his ſtead. : 


REFLECTIONS. 


" ROM en we 9 the dreadfal: 3 of 
TI indulging fleſhly luſts. Who could have thought 
x the at "this great and wiſe man would have been fo ſadly en- 
ſhared, After all the warnings he gave others, he became 


2 ſlave to his own appetite. What fignified all his wiſdom, 


when his paſtions ran away with him! This melancholy 
ſtory contains an awful admonition to us all. Let not thoſe 
who are advanced in years think themſelves quite ſecure; 
; tho” theſe are ' properly youthful luſts, and are then moi 
| | dangerous, 


. This. was a gn of 5 perhaps the 1 made no 
ſecret of it, or gave J<roboam no d 10junction to conceal it. 
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gangerous, yet caution is neceſſary for all. Darß beloved, 
beſeech you, as pilgrims and Arangers, abſtain from Hach fs | 
which war againſt the ſoul. 

2, In proportion to our privileges and advantages, is 
our guilt increaſed, if we break the commands of God. 
golomon had great advantages by David's example and in- 
ſtructions; this aggravated his folly. Children of godly : 
arents ſhould beware; and ſerve the God of their fathers, 
and walk in their pious ſteps. It is obſerved that God ap- 
peared to him twice. Let us remember that God obſerves 
how often he has appeared to and for us, in the bounties of 
providence, in the checks of conſcience, in the workings' of 
the ſpirit, and admonitions of his word. This aggravates 
our guilt if we forget him, and have our hearts turned 

1 from him. 3 
All who fin againſt God i injure their own 1 peace and 
 Jappinels, While Solomon was virtuous, there was no 
adverſary or evil occurrence ; but when he revolted, various. 
enemies were ſtirred up; God. reſerved this ſcourge for 
| him, and when he revolted, they corrected him. Peace 
| ends when impiety and laſciviouſneſs begin, Sin not only 


ſeparates between God and the ſoul, but arms innumerable : 


enemies againſt us. Therefore 5 

3 Let thoſe who have made the ry t publick. pro- 5 

5 ſeſſions of religion, and ſhown great zeal in it, continue on 

their guard, left they depart from God. How excellently 

| vel did Solomon begin his reign | with 3 much ſeriouſ- 
neſs! and what a prayer did he offer! But how ſadly was 

| his glory tarniſhed by what is here related! it made him to 


{ct in a cloud. Let him then that thinketh he flanaeth, take 


heed left he fall: and let us all uſe great caution and watch- 1 
fulnels, even to the end of life. 


5. Whatever the chriſtian's enjoyments or comforts i in 


this life are, he ſhould long to be at home. Ihe conduct 


of this Edomite ſuggeſts this to us, v. 22. He lived in 


| caſe, pomp, and ſplendour, and wanted nothing; but ſtill _ 


| ho fs avs, Let me go. This v orld is not the chriſtian's home 
or reſt; his heart and affections breathe after heaven; he 5 
"fr res 19 2 depart, and 10 be with Chr iſt, Which is far bet ter 


char. 
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CHAP. "+. 


T lie people 5 petition to Rehoboam, ond his fool] ſh anſwer ; „ 
revolt of the ten tribes from the houſe of David under Fero- 
boam, and the ſinful methods he took to eſtabliſh his kingdom, 


N D Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Iſrael 
were come to Shechem to make him king,” 
2 Kd it came to paſs, when Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
Who was yet in Egypt, heard [of it,] (for he was fled ; 
9 85 from the preſence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam 
3 dwelt in Egypt; ) That they ſent and called him; know- 
ing his diſaffeflion to the family of Solomon, the elders and 
heads of tribes ſent for him, defiring the preſence and aſſiſtance 
| of @ man who had ſo much reputation and intereſt, And 
feroboam and all the congregation of Iſrael came, and 
4 ſpake unto Rehoboam, ſaying, Thy father made our 
yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous 
ſervice of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 
5 upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee.* And he faid 
unto them, Depart yet [for] three days, then come 
again to me; „ie took time to enquire and examine into the 
ruth of their allegation. And the people departed. 
6 And king Rehoboam conſulted with the old men, 
Py his old privy counſellors, that had ſtood before Solomon his 
father while he yet lived, and faid, How do ye ad- 
7 viſe that J may anſwer this people? And they ſpake 
unto him, ſaying, If thou wilt be a ſervant unto this 
people this day, and wilt ſerve them, and anſwer them, 
and ſpeak good words to them, then they will be thy 1 
ſervants for ever; give them condeſcending and obligins 0 
e anſevers, end thou wilt win their hearts, and prevent their 
ES revoll, But he forſook the counſel of the old men, 


0 


11 
12 


. 


1 1 Which 
N The People were diſpoſed t to 1 PE therefore: met at _ 
e Shechem, which was in the centre of the kingdom, to make him 10 


king, upon condition that he would redreſs their grievances. . 
Their complaint was not againſt his idolatry, but of heavy 
taxes and oppreſſion. We ſhould imagine this complaint was ground. 
leſs, unleſs his immoderate expenſe in maintaining ſuch a tribe of 
_ temales might burden the people, or the defence of his kings OM 
| againtt his enemies, mentioned before. | 


er 
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which they had given him, and conſulted with the 


young men that were grown up with him, about his own 


age, [and] which ſtood before him, whom he was fond of : 
9 And he ſaid unto them, What counſel give ye that we 
may anſwer this people, who have ſpoken to me, ſay- 

ing, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 
30 lighter ? And the young men that were grown up with 
him thought the old men were timorous, and had therefore 
put him upon acknowledging his father”s oppreſſion, and they 
| ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſpeak unto 
this people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Thy father 


made our yoke heavy, but make thou [it] lighter unto = 


us; thus ſhalt thou ſay unto them, My little [finger] | 
ſhall be thicker than my father's loins; I am determined 


to lay burdens upon you, as much heavier as a mans loins 


11 are larger than his little - finger. And now whereas my 
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to 
pour yoke: my father hath chaſtiſed you with whips, but 
12 I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions.” So Jeroboam and 


all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the 225 


king had appointed, ſaying, Come to me again the 
13 third day. And the king anſwered the people roughly, 8 


and forſook the old men's counſel that they gave him; 5 
14 And ſpake to them after the counſel of the young men, 


ſaying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will 
add to your yoke; my father [alſo] chaſtiſed you with 


95 whips, but J will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions, Thus he 


took their fooliſh advice, and anſwered like a tyrant, nat 


like a king, and thought to frighten them to obedience Gy this 


15 Vuſtering language. Wherefore the king hearkened not 
unto the people; for the cauſe was from the Lokb, that 
he might perform his ſaying, which the LoRD ſpake 
by Ahe the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the ſon of 


Nebat; God infatuated his counſels i anfoer his hn 


Dur poſe and fulſil his word. 5 

16 So when all Iſrael ſaw that the Nia 3 not 

unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſaying, 
What portion have we in David? neither have we] 
inheritance 


1 Theſe were a fort of laſhes. with picces of iron fixed at the 
end, like a por rowel. as ſome Jewiſh \ Walters deſeribe them. 7 
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Ne inheritance i in the ſon of Jeſſe : to your tents, O IG AY 
now ſee to thine own houſe, David, So Iſrael departed 
17 unto their tents.* But [as for] the children of Iſrael 
Which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 
18 over them. Then king Rehoboam ſent Adoram, uh 
[was] over the tribute; and all Iſrael ſtoned him with 
ſtones, that he died.“ Therefore king Rehoboam mad. 
ſpeed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalen, 


19 apprehending the ſtorm would next fall upon him, So Iſras [ 


rebelled againſt the houſe of David unto this day, 


20 and would not be governed by any of his race. And it came 
40 pals, when all Iſrael heard that Jeroboam was come 


again, that they ſent and called him unto the e 
tion, and made him king over all Iſrael, without a 2 
expreſs condition that appears, except a promiſe to eaſe the; 


there was none that followed the houſe of David, bu: 


the tribe of Judah on!. V. | 
21 And when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he 


n mbled all the houſe of Judah, with the tribe of 
Benjamin, an hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen 1 
men, which were warriors, to light againſt the houſe of 


Iſrael, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the 
22 ſon of Solomon. But the word of God came unto Ohe. 


23 maiah the man of God, ſaying, Speak unto Reho- 
boam, the Son of Seen king of Judah, and unt 
all the houſe of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rem. 


24 1 nant of the pi laying, T hus faith the Lok, Ye 


ſhail 


2 They hers renounce their eise to Dig ww his family, 


and call him in contempt % /on of Jef? ; intimating, that Re- 


| hobcam, big as he talked, deicended from a family as obſcur? | 
as any of their's, and in a taunting way bid him take care of 


him ſelf, and they would take care of themſelves. _ Tv 


4 He here tries“ another method to recover them, but it was 
a very fooliſh one; heavy taxes were what they complained of, 


and he ſends deen the collector, the moſt obnoxious man 1! 


the whole kingdom. Ferner ne thought they would regard a 


vencrable old man, WhO Was {ervant to David and 80 omon, 


and now near an hundred yea rs old; but in the height of their | 


reſentment they ſtoned him that he died. 
d When he found per ſuaſio n would not do, bis wed hat f for 


co eſtect. Lhe men ot. judah had a ſtrong attachment 0 1 


| houſe of = vid, who was one of their tribe, and rhey determ 
to Attack them before the new king v was le wed, 


9 


Rd 


W 
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hall not go up, nor fight againſt your brethren the 
children of Iſrael: return every man to his houſe, for 
this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to 
the word of the Lok, and returned to depart, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lo p. 
25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, 
evhere he was choſen king, and fortified it for a royal city, 
and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and 
built Penuel, ſome other fortification, . engt the people 
26 were fickle, And Jeroboam ſaid in his heart, reaſoned 
with himſelf, conſulted his own imaginations and carnal 
policies, not God's pleaſure, and ſaid, Now thall the king- 
27 dom return to the houſe of David: If this people go 
up to do facrifice in the houſe of the Lokp at Jeruſa- 
lem, et the three great ſeaſts, and other folemn occaſions, the 
ſplendour of the city, the remembrance of David and Solo- 
mon, the perſuaſion of the prieſts and Le vites, will conſpire 
to lead them to unite with Fudah again; and then ſhall 
the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 
ſeven] unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they ſhall 
kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
28 3 the king took counſel, and he made two 
calves [of] gold, like the deities of the Egyptians, among 
whom he had wo eln, and ſaid unto them, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jeruſalem: behold thy gods, 8 
Iſrael, a repreſentation of the God of Ijraet, which broug! 
| 29 thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he ſet the o one 
in Beth: el, in the ſouth, a Place noted for God's appear- 
ance to Jacob, and the other put he in Dan, in !he north, 
— famous for Micaſi's Teraphim ; both at a great d aijrance from 
Kelioboam, as they choſe to be ſecure from aſſaults in their 
30 worſhip. And this thing became a fin, it was the begin- 
ning of ſhameful idolatry, and made Tjrae! to fin: for the 5 
People went [to worſhip] before the one, {even] unto 


Dan, 


© Theſe . were not- 1 to be worth ipped 45 806. like the 5 
e ptian idols, but only as a medium of divine worſhip, or as 
n image of the true God, like Az ons calf; and thus he 
rength ened his alliance with E zypt. Tho! God pad promiſed him 
4 ſure houſe if he did not revolt, yet thus fe N and wicked» 
y ne broke the commands of God, and in this he pretended to 
-onſul; the eaſe of the people. 5 
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31 Dan, with the greateſt zeal, And be ds an heat of 
high places, a temple and altar like that at Feruſalem, and 
made prieſts of the loweſt of the people, which were 

not of the ſons of Levi; or, out of all the people with; 
diſtinfion, leſt if they had kept it to the Levites, they [oui 
bring them again to God's temple and altar at Feruſalem, 

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feaſt of tabernacles in the 

eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like 
unto the feaſt that [is] in Judah, he kept the feaſt, but 
changed the ſeaſon, and he offered upon the altar. 80 
did he in Beth-el, ſacrificing unto the calves that he had 
made; he not only ſet up calves and an altar, but offered 
ſacrifices and burnt incenſe himſelf :* and he placed in 
Beth-el the prieſts of the high places which he had 

33 made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made 
in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month, [even] 
in the month which he had deviſed of his own heart: 
and ordained a feaſt unto the children of Iſrael, and he 
offered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe, | On 


REFLECTIONS. 


4s E. here ſee that _ men 8 leave be⸗ 

hind them fooliſh children. Kehoboam was 
born in the firſt year of Solomon's reign; ſo that he was 
now forty years old. He had ſuch advantages for im- 
provement in divine and human literature, and in all wiſ- 
dom, as was very extraordinary, no prince had greater: 
yet he acted a mad and fooliſh part. Parents ſhould take 
due care in the education of children, but ſhould not raiſe 
their expectations too high, not knowing how they may 
prove. This, particularly, is a reaſon why they ſhould | 
not be concerned to heap up too much wealth for them; 

becauſe it is only putting inſtruments of vice into their 


hands, if they are wicked. Eccles. ii. 18, 19. 


2. The readieſt way for Young 6 men to be EY is to 
follow 


a We find in 2 3 Ri, 14. that becauſe the e would not 
join with him he expelled them, and gave their poileſpons 10 nis 
prieſts; upon which they went over io Rehoboam, and all che 
devout lfraclites with mem, and thus -Rrengthencd the kingdom 
| of enen, 
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follow the advice of their gay companions, and reje& the 
counſel of the more wiſe and experienced. The former en- 


courage them in their folly ; teach them to be proud and 
ſelf. willed; to abhor and caſt off the moſt equitable re- 
ſtraints. The latter exhort them to be thoughtful, ſerious, 
and ſober- minded. It is of the greateſt importance whoſe 
counſel young men hearken to. Thoſe are not their beſt 
friends who know how to make them merry, for that will 

not make them happy. If, as Mr. HENRY obſerves, you 


reckon thoſe your beſt friends who feed your pride, gra- 
| tify your vanity, and further you in your ſinful pleaſures, 


you are already marked for ruin.” He that walketh with wiſe 


men ſhall be wiſe, bat a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


3. Proud, imperious, violent language, alienates men's 
affections, and diſpoſes them to rebel. The old men had 


learned of their maſter Solomon that a ſoft anſwer turneth 
away wrath; and it had been well for Rehoboam had he 


taken their advice. But he was headſtrong and imperious, and 
ſo loſt the affections of his people, and the greateſt part of 


his kingdom. Let us learn from this, to open our mouths 
with gentleneſs and kindneſs. Let huſbands never be bitter 


againſt their wives, nor fathers againſt their children, nor 
maſters againſt their ſervants, Men love to be ſpoken fair 
to; and gentleneſs will do what inſolence and violence will 
never do. Condeſcenſion and affability win men's hearts, 


and before honour is humility, „ . 
4. Whatever ſchemes and projects there are in the hearts 
of men, God is by them fulfilling his own work. Rehoboam 


intended to ſhow his ſpirit and authority, Jeroboam to 
gain a kingdom, and the Iſraelites to get free of their taxes; 
but God was bringing about his own purpoſes. So will he 
overrule the ſchemes of the politicians of every age, and 


al the ferments of the people, to promote, one way or 


other, his own cauſe. There be many devices in the hare of 


man but the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall Rand. | 


| 5. However the commands of God may croſs our 
| nclinations, or injure our preſent intereſt, it is our wiſdom 

and duty to obey them. Thus Rehoboam and thoſe who 
adhered to him did. When the prophet commanded them, "I 
they deſiſted, tho' they might probably have ſucceeded; 
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31 Dan, uh the greateſt zeal, And he made an houſe ot 
high places, a temple and altar like that at Fernſalem, and 
made prieſts of the loweſt of the people, which were 
not of the ſons of Levi; or, out of all the people it 
diſtinction, leſt if they had kept it to the Levites, they /}:34!; 
bring them again to God's temple and altar at Teruſalcin, 
32 And Jeroboam ordained a feaſt of tabernacles in the 
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like 
unto the feaſt that [is] in Judah, he kept the feaſs, 1; 
changed the ſeaſon, and he offered upon the altar, % 
did he in Beth-el, ſacrificing unto the calves that he Had 
made; he not only ſet up calves and an altar, but offered 
ſacrifices and burnt incenſe himſelf :* and he placed in 
Beth el the prieſts of the high places which he had 
33 made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made 
in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month, [even] 
in the month which he had deviſed of his own heart: 
and ordained a feaſt unto the children of Iſrael, and he 
offered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. _ 


REFLECTIONS. 


E here ſee that wiſe men ſometimes leave be. 


” 
VV hind them foolith children. Kehoboam das 
born in the firſt year of Solomon's reign; ſo that he was 


now forty years old, He had ſuch advantages for in- 
provement in divine and human literature, and in all wiſ- 
dom, as was very extraordinary, no prince had greater: 
yet he acted a mad and fooliſh part, Parents ſhould take 
due care in the education of children, but ſhould not raiſe 
their expectations too high, not knowing how they may 
prove. This, particularly, is a reaſon why they ſhould 
not be concerned to heap up too much wealth for them; 
| becauſe it is only putting inſtruments of vice into their 


hands, if they are wicked. Eccles. ii. 18, 19. 


2. The readieſt way for young men to be ruined, to 


* We find in 2 Chron. xi, 14. that becauſe the Levites won d not 
join with him he expelled them, and gave their poilethous 10 41 
prieſts; upon which they went over io Rehoboam, and all tee 
devout liraclites with them, and thus ſtrengthened the king de 
_ of Rehoboam | 22 5 
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ſollow the advice of their gay companions, and reject the 
counſel of the more wiſe and experienced. The former en- 
courage them in their folly; teach them to be proud and 
elf. willed; to abhor and caſt off the moſt equitable re- 
ſtraints. The latter exhort them to be thoughtful, ſerious, 
and ſober-minded. It is of the greateſt importance whoſe 
counſel young men hearken to. Thoſe are not their beſt 
friznds who know how to make them merry, for that will 
not make them happy. If, as Mr. HENRY obſerves, you 
reckon thoſe your beſt friends who feed your pride, gra- 
| tify your vanity, and further you in your ſinful pleaſures, 
you are already marked for ruin.“ He that walketh with wiſe 
nen ſha!l be wiſe, bat a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 

3. Proud, imperious, violent language, alienates men's 
affections, and diſpoſes them to rebel. The old men had 
earned of their maſter Solomon that a ſoft anſcber turneth 
| away wrath; and it had been well for Rehoboam had he 
taken their advice, But he was headſtrong and imperious, and 
{ loſt the affections of his people, and the greateſt part of 
| his kingdom. Let us learn from this, to open our mouths 
with gentleneſs and kindneſs. Let huſbands never be bitter 
Againſt their wives, nor fathers againſt their children, nor 
maſters againſt their ſervants, Men love to be ſpoken fair 
to; and gentleneſs will do what infolence and violence will 
| never do. Condeſcenſion and affability win men's hearts 
| and before honour is humility, == 5 : 


» 


4. Whatever ſchemes and projects there are in the hearts 
of men, God is by them fulfilling his own work. Rehoboam 
intended to ſhow his ſpirit and authority, Jeroboam to 
gan a kingdom, and the Iſraelites to get free of their taxes; 
but God was bringing about his own purpoſes. So will he 


| overrule the ſchemes of the politicians of every age, and 


al the ferments of the people, to promote, one way or 
other, his own cauſe, There be many devices in the heart of 
en; hat the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall hand, 
35 However the commands of God may croſs our 
inclinations, or injure our preſent intereſt, it is our wiſdom 
and duty to obey them. Thus Rehoboam and thoſe who 
"cred to him did. When the prophet commanded them, 
iber defiſted, tho? they might probably have ſacceeded ; 
FEY TIE” a ee e e l 
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at leaſt it would be brave and honourable to attempt it. It 
is dangerous to be overtaken in any thing which is con. 
trary D the commands or will of God; and thoſe certainly 
conſult their own happineſs on the whole, who keep clo: 
to divine directions. 

6. The conduct of the pious Thaclites 1 18 high Wy com; 
mendable, in adhering to the Levites, when Jeroboam caſt 
them out, 2 Chiron. xi. 16. It was much to their honour 
that they were not carried away with the throng, did no: 


join in Jeroboam's idolatry, but fled with their deſpiſel, 
perſecuted miniſters, to join in the pure worſhip of God at 


Jeruſalem, Every pious Iſraelite thought himſ. If obliged 
to own them, and ſtand by them. All who act thus, ſhow 
a noble ſpirit; and may it continue among us and our 


poſterity ! Let us ſtand faſt in the liberty with which Chriſt 
alli mage us ff es 


CHA P. XIII. 
We have here the meſſage of a prophet, » delivered. by divine 


direllion; the unhappy manner in which he was ſeduced , the 


ſentence which was paſſed upon him, and the execution if it 
and an account of Jerovoomn”s continued wickedneſs. : 


AR behold, there came a man of God out of 


Judah by the word of the Lou, by divine con- | 


mand, unto Beth-el; and Jeroboam ſtood by the altar 
2 to burn incenſe, on a feaſt day: And he cried again . the 
altar in the word of the Lokp, and ſaid, O altar, altar, 


thus faith the Logp; Behold, a child hall be born unto 


the houſe of David, whom Feroboam hath deſpiſed and d. 
ſerled, Joſiah by name; and upon thee ſhall he offer the 
25 of the high places that burn incenſe upon tie, 
and men's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee ; he //:9!! fo 
the prieſts, and burn their bones, and thus defil the altare* 
3 And he gave a ſign the ſame day, as an evidence tt the 
reſt Should be Halles in due Ame, lay ing, This [is] the 


1 8 This he did about 1 hundred and lay years after this 
* * 2 1 gs XX1l1, 15, 16. 


ſign 


MF Ms 
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ſign which the Logo hath f. poken ; Behold, the altar 
| ſhall be rent, and the aſhes Nas [are] upon it ſhall be 
poured out, 

And it came to paſs when king Jeroboam heard the 
 faying of the man of God, which had cried againſt the 
altar in Beth el, that he put forth his hand from the 
altar zo point him out, ſaying, Lay hold on him. And 
his hand, which he put forth againſt him, dried up, 
5 ſo that he could not pull it in again to him. The altar 
alſo was rent, and the aſhes poured out from the altar, 
according to the ſign which the man of God had given 
by the word of the Loap. This probably was done by 
Fas ogg to denote God's diſpleaſure, and as a demonſtration 
6 of his ſupreme power, And the king anſwered and faid 
unto the man of God, Intreat now the face of the 
| Lond thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may 
be reitored me again; beſeech God to change his countenance, 
and look favourably upon me. And the man of God, 13 
ſhow that he had no ill-will, and came only for his refor- ; 
mation, beſought the Loxp; and the king's hand was 
reſtored him again, and became as [it was] before. 

1 5 And the king ſaid unto the man of God, Come 
home with me, and refreſh thyſelf, and I will give thee 

8 a reward.” And the man of God faid unto the king, If 
thou wilt give me half thine houſe, I will not go in 
with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in 

9 this place: For fo was it charged me by the word of 
the Logp, faying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, have 
10 communion with them, in deteſtation of their idolatry, 
nor turn again by the ſame way that thou cameſt ; abiar 
even the way that led thee to the fret of ſuchi abominations : 

19 So he went another way, and returned not by the way 

that he came to Beth-el.* _ 5 

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet i in Beth. el; and his 
2 Aa 1 : +. >. 40088 
Jeroboam here . no change of heart. He would thank | 
ind reward the inſtrument, but ſhowed no regard to God. 

. * +he prophet might have. urged a plaulible excuſe for ſaying, 


in hopes that he might have reformed Iſrael, and reclaimed the 
ng While he was 2 the impreſſion of this miracle; 3 and that his 


Pretcace and exhortations might turn to ſome good account: but 3 


«ll Was given up, when the command of God Was otherwiſe. 


$392 tA NAS Ak 
ſons came and told him all the works that the man gf 
God had done that day in Beth-el : the words which he 
had ſpoken unto the king, them they told alſo to their 
12 father.“ And their father ſaid unto them, What way 
went he? For his ſons had ſeen what way the man of 
13 God went, which came from Judah. And he ſaid un- 
to his ſons, Saddle me the aſs. So they ſaddled him 


14 the aſs; and he rode thereon, And went after the man 


of God, and found him fitting under an oak, fired wi 


his journey and hungry, ſo that he would more eafily fear ben 


to the temptation : and he ſaid unto him, [Art] thou the 
man of God that cameſt from Judah? And he ſaid, [ 
15 [am.] Then he faid unto him, Come home with me, 
16 and eat bread. And he ſaid, I may not return with 

thee, nor go in with thee : neither will I eat bread, nor 


17 drink water with thee in this place: For it was faid to 


me by the word of the LoRD, Thou ſhalt eat no bread, 
nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way 


that thou cameſt, I cannot therefore comply with thy requeſt, 


18 Then, pretending a revelation to countermand the former, He 
ſaid unto him, I [am] a prophet alſo as thou | art;] 
and an angel ſpake unto me by the word of the Loay, 


ſaying, Bring him back with thee into thine houſe, that 


he may eat bread and drink water, [But] he lied unto 
19 him. So he went back with him, and did eat bread in 


his houſe, and drank water; his wearineſs and hinge 


urged the requeſt, and inclined him to yield to ſuch plaujibi 
ß 
20 And it came to pals as they ſat at the table, that the 

Vord of the Lokp came unto the prophet that brought 
n Þ Joſephus ſays this was a falſe prophet; he was probably edu 
cated in the ſchools of the prophets under Samuel, or ſome other 


tutor, but fell in with Jeroboam's idolatry. He is not called a 


man of God, and it is plain his ſons were at the 1dolatrous fealt, 
i Some ſuppoſe that this was not done with any evil celigh 
but out of curioſity; I rather think the contrary. He was afraid 
leſt a prophet from Judah ſhould eclipſe his reputation, and there 
fore he endeavoured to throw a blot upon him, by leading dim 
to act contrary to the commands of God; it is evident his tons 
were idolaters, and he a liar. He knew what had paſſed at (18 
altar, and therefore could not act on a good or innocent principle, 


21 


22 


23 


0 
25 


26 
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21 im back k And he cried unto the man of God, that 
came from Judah, ſaying, perhaps in great agony at his 
own guilt, and the injury he had done his gueſt, tho" the 

meſſage was agreeable enough to hits envious temper, Thus 

_ ſaith the Loxp, Foraſmuch as thou haſt diſobeyed the 
mouth of the Lok, and haſt not kept the command- 

22 ment which the Lorp thy God commanded thee, But 

cameſt back, and haſt eaten bread and drunk water in 

the place, of the which [the LosD] did ſay to thee, Eat 
no bread, and drink no water; thy carcaſs ſhall not 
come unto the ſepulchre of thy fathers; hou halt not 
be buried among the Jews, the want of which was reckoned a 

23 mark of infamy. And it came to pals, after he had eaten 
bread, and after he had drunk, that he ſaddled for him 
the aſs, {to wit, ] for the prophet whom he had brought 

24 back. And when he was gone, a lion met him by the 
way, and ſlew him: and his carcaſs was caſt in the way, 

and the aſs ſtood by it, the lion alſo ſtood by the car- 

2; caſs. And, behold, men paſſed by, and ſaw the carcaſs 
caſt in the way, and the lion ſtanding by the carcaſs : 
and they came and told [it] in the city where the old 

prophet dwelt, as a wonderful event. 

26 And when the prophet that brought him back from 195 
the way heard [thereof,] he ſaid, It [is] the man of 
God, who was diſobedient unto the word of the Logp: 
therefore the Log hath delivered him unto the lion, 

%% i on which 


& God would not vouchſafe the true prophet . a revelation, becauſe 
he had ated contrary to that he had received. He thought fit to 
propheſy by this wicked man, as he did by Balaam, and thus 
| obliged him to accuſe himſelf of lying. 5 
| | There were many things remarkable in this, That the lion 
W ſhould ſlay him, and not tear him, nor deſtroy the aſs nor the 
pallengers. That the aſs ſhould ſtay quietly, and the lion to guard 
the carcaſs, This was a proof to all who went by, that this was 
not a caſual, but a very extraordinary event, an awful providence, 
and a neceſſary act of ſeverity. Had not God puniſhed him thus, 
the Iſraelites would have been hardened in their idolatry, and have 
concluded that he was a falſe prophet, becauſe he had eaten and 
drank contrary to the divine command. His death gave authority | 
to his meſſage. If God ſpared not a good man, when thus fin- 
mg, with fo many fair excuſes, how ſhould he ſpare the pre- 
umptuous idolaters? His puniſhment was only a temporal death; 2 

God might W and -acrept him in another World.“ | 


374 


27 
28 


29 aſs, And the prophet took up the carcaſs of the may 


: 10 
31 
52 


33 


places, without any regard 10 tribe, character, or conditidi: 
__ whoſoever would, he conſecrated him, and he became 
became fin unto the houſe of Jeroboam, even to cut | 
[it] off, and to deftroy [it] from off the face of the 
earth z which Was « ſulflld, ch, > xv. 295 30. = 


Pp in 2 Kings Xxili. 17, we find there was a large and rem: marks 
able inſcription ſet over him, which kept up the memery of the 
| Prophecy, and the expectati on 0 the event, 


been enpected ib produce 4 contrary effeft : but he mate 
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which hath torn him, and lain him, according to the 

word of the Log D, which he ſpake unto him. And he 
ſpake to his ſons, ſaying, Saddle me the aſs. And they 
ſaddled him.] And he went and found his carca 
caſt in the way, and the aſs and the lion ſtanding by the 


carcaſs : the lion had not eaten the carcaſs, nor torn the 


of God, and laid it upon the als, and brought it back: 
and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to 
bury him.“ And he laid his carcaſs in his own grave; 
and they mourned over him, [faying,] Alas, my bro. 
ther! This was @ uſual form of lameniation ; but we might 


Hope it had a good felt upon him, and led him to repent 
ance, And it came to pals, after he had buried him, 


that he ſpake to his ſons, ſaying, When I am dead, then 
bury me in the ſepulchre wherein the man of God [is] 


buried; lay my bones befide his bones, cut of regord 


to him, and ſecurity to himſelf, that his bones might 16 l. 
burned, as was threatened in v. 22, For the ſaying which 
he cried by the word of the LORD againſt the al altar in 
| Beth-el, and againſt all the houſes of the high places 


- which [are] i in the cities of Samaria, {hall 7 come 
to paſs. | 


After this thing been mw not Froi by 
evil way; all theſe miracles had no effect on Vim; 3 Perhag 


the death of the meſſenger hardened him, tho it might hu: 


again of the loweſt of the people prieſts of the ugh 


[one] of the priells of the high places. And this thing 


REF LECT 
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REFLECTION 8. 


ROM. the inſtance related in this chapter, we are 
taught to adore the comprehenſive view which 
God has of the moſt uncertain future events. What is more 
contingent or uncertain than children's names! Yet he 
whom God promiſed to raiſe up from the houſe of David, 
ſo many years before he was born, is called Jofiah, Let 
us reverence him who is a God of knowledge, and to whom 
are known all his works from the foundation of the world. 
2. See how ſoon and how eaſily God can blaſt perſecut- 
ing powers, and diſable their cruel hands: Jeroboam's 


hand withered in a moment, ſo that he could not draw it TI 


bick. We have little reaſon to be afraid of man, when we 
are employed in the cauſe of God, who can at once diſable 
and confound his proudeſt enemies. 
3. It well becomes God's prophets efolately 404 faith 
fully to adhere to his directions: not to fear the face of 
80 but ſpe: k all he commands them, keeping cloſe to 
his injunctions, and reſolutely a viding by what he requires, 
1 this be the temper. and practice of a God's pro- 
pets? 
| 4 Good men are in great danger of being ſeduced by 
| pretenders to ſanctity and divine revelation, which was the 
cale here. The good prophet did not ſuſpect a perſon £ 
who pretended to have divine revelation, Many are thus 
led into erroneous notions and finful practices by artful men, 


pretending uncommon zeal, and extraordinary illuminations. 


There are ſome inſtances of this in the preſent day; there- 
| fore believe not every ſpirit, put try the ſpirits: beware of falſe 
| prophets, His fault was creculity z giving credit to a meſ- 
lage which was contrary to what God had declared, without 


E ſufficient evidence that it came from him, Let us learn not. Ns 


| to regard what men fay in religious matters without evi- 
dence; i eſpecially when they make extraordinary pretences 
| to divine illuminations and inſpirations. There is great _ 
reaſon to ſuſpect ſuch. The ſimple believe, an d are puniſhed ;, 
but wiſe men are cautious, Be not children, Jaye ed to and fro 

A 4 4 _ 9 
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by every wind of doBrine, and cunning men, who tie in wait 


hungry, and is particularly fond of the fleſh of aſſes; the 


deceive. : 


5. God ſees the ſins of bs people with great ifblete 


| He was angry at this good prophet, and animadverted on 


his miſbehaviour; not even his profeſſion of pure religion, 
his office as a prophet, his good character, or good ſervices 


could ſecure him from God's anger. This is an importan 


caution to all to be afraid of fin; for, ſhould we eſcape he 
wrath to come, yet ſome dreadful anguiſh of ſpirit, or tem. 
poral calamity, may overtake us here. 

6. Let us learn not to judge of men by afflictions or 


proſperity. One would have thought this wicked prophet 
_ would have been deſtroyed rather, than the other 
_ eſcaped the lion; he was to die a natural death, while 
other was lain... God's judg ments are a great deep. W e do 
not know good or evil, nor men's K characters; 


But he 


* 
160 
L 18 


therefore folly and preſumption for us to judge of them by 


their external circumſtances : Judge nothing before the Line. 


7. We learn, that the motions of beaſts are under di 
e e The lion never attacks but when he is excce. 


Fa 
on 
icy. 
0 
Ys 


fore God's providence was remarkable in the nance be. 


fore us. He directs their ſteps, changes their inſtiucts, 
8 and all to ſerve his own purpoſes, I he faithful ſervants of 


God ſhall be at league with the beaſts of the field; wie 


he defends them, no lion or wild beaſt ſhall deſtroy them. 


hut if God is our enemy, he can make tame ones inſty Us 
155 ments of our deſtruction. 


8. Let us lament the terrible obſlivacy of . and 
the little effect which divine judgments have upon them. 


Jeroboam and his idolatrous prieſts were not affected by 

this wonderful ſcene. Vice, eſpecially idolatry, beſots men, 
and takes away their hearts. May we guard againſt declen- 
Von from God, againſt the firſt ſtep in an ill way; before 
our hearts be hardened, and judgments or deliverance 
make no impreſſion. The grand leſion from the whole is 


to fear God, and keep his cenmandinenss: for n will a 
: Sri ng vitter neſs in the end. 


5 CH A b. 
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CHAP; XIV. 


mf cheſs and death of Jeroboam s ſon, and the doom if his 
kingdom faretald and Rehoboam's trouble and death. 


A T that time Abijah the eldeſt ſon of Jeroboam, ; 
and heir apparent, fell ſick. And Jeroboam 


= {aid to his wife, Ariſe, I pray thee, and diſguiſe thyſelf, 


that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam 


and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there [is] Ahyah the 
prophet, which told me that {I ſhould be] king over 


3 this people.” And Jeroboam ſaid, Take with thee ten ; 


loaves, and cracknels, (a ſort of hard cakes or buns) and 
a cruſe of honey, and go to him: he ſhall tell thee 
what ſhall become of the child. ie does not defire his 
prayers, tho he had ſeen how prevalent the prayers of a 


4 prophet had been in his own caſe. And Jeroboam's wife 
did fo, and aroſe, and went to Shiloh, and came 2 


the houſe of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not ſee; 
his eyes were ſet by reaſon of his age; his Je hes WAS gon. 
but till he had the viſions of the Lord. 


= 3 And the Lord ſaid unto Ahijah, Behold, the with 


of Jeroboam cometh to aſk a thing of thee for her ſon; 
for he [is] fick : thus and thus ſhalt thou fay unto her: 
for it ſhall be, when ſhe cometh in, that ſhe ſhall feign 
6 herſelf [to be] another [woman.] And it was [ſo,] 
when Ahyah heard the ſound of her feet, as ſhe came 


in at the door, that he ſaid, Come in, thou wife of 


Jeroboam; why feigneſt thou thyſelf to be] another? 
for J ſam] ſent to thee [with] heavy [tidings. ] He in- 


; limates his knowledge of her perſon, that ſhe might give 


| Kaen credit 10 the meſſages N. e her UKe a oo , | 
| CE ks 
8. „He al: not truſt either . ods "1 or . pie ke had 


prophet might ſpeak freely and indiffcrently to her; and that it 
might not be known publickly that he paid. ſo much reſpe& to 
2 prophet of Judah, left it ſhould leſſen the people? s zeal for the 
calves, He might alſo fear leſt the prophet ſhould ſend him a 
proof. On the whole, to think that he could deceive a prophet, 

who foretold future events, and had warned him of 1dolairy, 


Cileovered preat HE 


but choſe his wife to be the meſlenger, that ſhe might — 
bring Mas a faithful report, She was to diſguiſe herſelf, that the 
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1. KINGS. XIV: 


not like a conrtier. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith th. 
Loxp God of Ifrael, Foraſmuch as I exalted thee from 


among the people, raiſed thee from a private ſtation, and 


thee: and [yet] thou haſt not been as my ſervant Da. 
vid, who ks p: my commandments, and who followed 


right in mine eyes; hoſt not obſerved the orders that cet 
given thee, nor kept from idolatry, as David did; But hat 
dene evil above all that were before thee : for thou haſt 
gone and made thee other gods, and molten i images, 


made thee prince over my people Iſrael, And rent the 


kingdom away from the houſe of David, and pave it 


me with all his heart, to do [that] only [which was] 


- provoke me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy 


back; nepleffed me, and ireated my ſervice With con. 
temp: Therefore, behold, I will bring evil, univerſe. 
arftrufion, upon the houſe of Jeroboam, and will cut 


off from Jeroboam him that piſſeth againſt the wall, 
= [and] him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, ſhut up at 

| home in places of ſecurity, or left in the country, and wil 
take away the remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a 


man taketh away dung, till it be all gone, leaving now, 
becauſe of the loath omentſs of it, >. xv. 29. Him that 
dieth of Jeroboam in the city ſhall the dogs eat; 3 and 
him that dieth in the field ſhall the fowls of the air cat, 
none ſhail be buried; and the decree is irrevocable, tor the 
Loxkb hath ſpoken lit. ] Ariſe thou therefore, get thee 
to thine own houſe : [and,] as afign of the truth of this 


TJ 


art gone but a little way in the cily, even ſo far as to ttt 
threſhold of the king's door, (v. 17.) the child ſhall die. 
And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him, and bury him: for 
he only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the grave, becauſe 
in him there is found [ſome] good thing toward th 
Lory God of Iſrael in the houſe of Jeroboam.* More.” 
over the Lonp ſhall raiſe him up a king over Iſrach, 
Baaſla, 


| 0 


nov 


85 
or fence, Which his father had made to prevent their £01 ng if 
the teat at W | — 


prophecy, when thy feet enter into the city, when they 


Abij aly didiked the worllip of the calves, and intended to re- 


e them when it was in his power, and to allow the people to 


to Jeruſalem. --'The Jews ſay, that he broke down an he doe, 
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Baaſha, who ſhall cut off the houſe of Jeroboam that 
day: but what? when ſhall ihis come do paſs ? even now, 
very quickly; it is as ſure as if it were even now done. 
1; For the Logp ſhall ſmite Iſrael, for conſenting or joining 
in idolatry, as a reed is ſhaken in the water, here ſhall be 
perpetual commotions or civil wars; and he ſhall root up 
Ilrael out of this good land, which he gave to their fa- 
thers, and new familie 5 ſhall toke the throne, and ſhall ſcat- 
ter them beyond the river Euphrales, becauſe they have 
made their groves, in c they placed the images of their | 
16 gods, provoking the Logp to anger. And he ſhall 
give Iſrael up becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam, who _ 
did fin, and who, * his author ty and example, made 
Iſrael to fin. | 
17 And Jeroboam's wiſe aroſe; and departed, and came 
to Tirzah: [and] when ſhe came to the threſhold of 
18 the door, the child died; And they buried him; and 
all Iſrael mourned for him, deen to the word of 
the Logy, which he ſpake by the hand of his ſervant 
Ahijah the prophet. There was 0 general mourning, which 
confirmed wohat the prophet had denounced, and was a Sign 85 


lat tlie reſt of the threatening ſhou!d be fulfilled in due time. 


: 95 And the reſt of the acts of eee how he warred, 
and how he reigned, behold, they [are] written in the 5 

© book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael; not in the 
20 Chronicles of our Bible, but in their civil records. And the 
days which Jeroboam reigned [were] two and twenty 


years: and he ſlept with bis fathers, and Nadab WE 5 


- reigned | in his ſtead? | 

And Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon land: | in OY 
a Rehoboam [was] forty and one years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned ſeventeen years in 
Jeruſalem, the city which the Lonp did chooſe out of 
all the tribes of Iſrael to put his name there. And his 
22 mother s name e [was] Naamah an ammoniteſs. An 


Judah 


"P Sbechem was "ihe oval city t fir, but Tirzah \ was . beau- 

tiful place, where Jeroboam kept his court. | | 
We read in 2 Chron. xili. 20. that the Lord ſtruck Jeroboam : 
with ſome viclent, painful diſeaſe, or 2 eidenke 10 that 
e dicd mnoer the Py 2 ot God. 


380 1. EING'S, XY; 


Judah did evil in the ſight of the Logp, and they pro. 
voked him to jealouſy with their fins which they had 
committed, above all that their fathers had done, n 
23 than in the time of the judges. For they alſo built them 
high places, and images, and groves, on every high 
24 hill, and under every green tree.” And there were aj, 
ſodomites in the land: [and ] they did according to all 
the abominations of the nations which the Lokp cat. 
| out before the children of Iſrael, : 
25 And it came to paſs in the fifth year of king Reho. 
boam, [that] Shiſhak (ch. xi. 40.) king of Egypt came 
26 up againſt Jeruſalem : And he took away the treaſures 
of the houſe of the Lok, and the treaſures of the 
king's houſe; he even took: away all: and he took away 
27 all the ſhields of gold which Solomon had made. And 
king Rehoboam made in their ſtead brazen ſhields, to 
keep up the appearance of dignity, and committed [them] 
Ants the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept 
28 the door of the king's houſe. And it was [ſo,] when 
the king went in to the houſe of the Loxp, for he fil 
event there on ſome great occaſio ions, that the guard bare 
| them, and brought them back into the guard chamber, 
: — Now the reſt of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that 
. he did, [are] they not written in the book of the chro- 
= 30 nicles of the kings of Judah ? And there was war be- 
= JT tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam all [their] days, And 
Rehoboam ſlept with his fathers, and was buried with 
bis fathers 1 in the 7 of David. And his mother's 
N 5 . name 
* The ey -baile temples, or little edifices, about their ! images, ſome- 
times called groves by heathen Writerss: becaule they were 11 98 | 
_ worſhipped in groves. . 
»Reheboam met with a ſpeedy pupiſhment for. Vis. revolt; 
adhered to the worſhip of God three years, in the fourth he Fong 
mitted abominations, in the fifth Shiſhak came. In 2 Chron, xii. 2. 
it is ſaid Shiſhak had twelve hundred chariots, fixty thouſand horſe- 
men, and foot ſoldiers without . and he cook Jeruſalem m 
| without oppoſition. 
d lt is ſurprifing that the ki ing of Egypt did not quite del troy. 
_ Jeruſalem, aud make them captive : but the hand of the Lord 
was in it, becauſe they humbled themſelves before God: my 


Chiron. xii. 4—8, They became tributary to Shiſhak, and ful. 
many hardſhips, to ſhow them their ln and Fs - 
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name was] Naamah an Ammoniteſs; 1 's mother's name 
is mentioned again, to intimate that fie ela bel 4 ike the ſou. 

of an Ammonite rather than an Hui, And 8 88 his 
ſon — in is Read, 


REFLEC TIONS 


. 0 W horrid is it for thoſe Wo! nave YR God 
to be eaſy in their ſins! J. roboam when his 
child was fick; deſpiſed his gods and his pr Tolls > x nothi "2 
would fatisfy him then but applying to a good prophet. So, 
when men forſake their duty, and run into ſin, t Rey are in 
want of true fatisfaction and comfort, and deſpite the luſts 3 
and pleaſures which they have ſerved, and the company 
they have kept, and pierce themſelves tho with many ſorrows. 
2. God's own people are liable to the inſirmities of age, 
as well as others. The good prophet was incurably blind. 
it is the caſe of many good men; they loſe a valuable ſenſe, 
and are deprived of many of the comtorts of life: but they 


the light of his countenance, which 15 better than all eart thly 
enjoy ments. . | 
3, How vain 1s all nation when Gol is is con . N 
What folly was it in Jeroboam to ſend his wife in diſguiſe, 
as if the prophet that could know the event of the child's | 
diſtemper, could not know whoſe wife ſhe was. Thus do 
ſinners impoſe. upon themſelves: they ſay, How doth GO 
know? and think to hide themſelves from him ; but they 
will be diſcovered and diſappointed. He ſees them in their 
true colours; judges them by what they really are, and not 
by what they ſeem to be; he will ſay to ſuch, Go out, thou 
falſe hypocrite, why feigneſt thou to be another ? Heavy tidings 
| indeed, when the maſk 1s pulled off, and ſecret wickedneſs _ 
expoſed to all the world ! Theſe ſhall have their Portion e 
where the greateſt miſery is. i 
4. God remembers all the favours hich ke hath bee | 
ed upon us, tho? we may forget them. He reminds Jero- 
boam of N all are regiſtered in the book of his remem- 
vrance, Let us not forget his benefits, but i improve them; 


for 


patiently ſubmit, and fo have manifeſtations of God, and 


R XIV. 


for he will 4411 them over another day to our . to ſhow 
the juſtice of our ſentence, and inereaſe our condemnation. 


5. It is peculiarly honourable in itſelf, and pleaſing 10 


God, to be good in a wicked family and age, as Abijah was, 
I his is a leſſon to all young perſons, there was ſome good th bins 
in him; amidit the temptations of a wicked court he kept his 

integrity. God takes notice of every good thing, every 


good intention, or hopeful beginning; M and this ſhould be 


a motive to all young people, amidſt the abounding wicked. 
neſs of the rifing generation, to fear God, and keep them. 
| ſelves uncorrupted. It will be greatly to their hon wur; 

and while they do thus, they will have a e bleſling 
from God, and favour with men. 


6. Early, and what we call immature Jourh; is often a 


| mercy to the perſon removed, So Abijah was taken away 


before all the evil came on his family and on Iſrael. We 


cannot ſee into Futurity, and therefore think their deaths 
unſeaſonable; but moſt probably it is otherwiſe. This is a 


ſtrong motive for patience and ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, who ala vays r removes his ſervants at the beſt and! fitteſ 
time. 


. We ſee the wiſdom of bumbling PE HA alle the 
mighty hand of God. 2 Chron. xii. 7. Aud the Lord | 
They have humbled themſelves : ther fore I will not deſtroy them it 
A proper pattern for us. The deſign of afffictions'is to 
bring us to conſideration and repentance. May we acknov- 
ledge, with theſe people, that the Lord is righteous, and that 
we have ſinned, and deſerve all and much more than we 
ſuffer. God will then appear for us, and be gracious to us, 


When afflictions have done their work, they will be re- 


moved, or their property altered, and will appear to be 
merciful diſpenſations. Letus Jumble ourſelves under his 11! 9g 
5 bans and in due time wwe ſoall be exalted. Once more, 
8. It is juſt and kind in God to give men over to the 
Why Fatt of vice and folly, that they may know the 
difference between them and religion. 2 Chiron. xii 8. They 
complained of the ſtrictneſs of religion, and the rigour of 
the Moſaic law; let them try if they like the attack, the 
_ plundering, and uſurpation of the king of Egypt, better, 


80 God ſuffers men to feel che conſequences of intemper— 
| | | | ance, 


— 


Xi 
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inde; impiety, and irreligion, by their bodies being weak⸗ 
ened, their ſubſtance waſted, the loſs of their reputation, 
and their conſciences being wounded ; that they may ſee 
what a foolith choice they Have made, i in preferring the ſer- 
vice of the devil to that of God. For if that was a thou- 
ſand times harder than it is, yet it is worth while to attend 
to it, for the way of tranſgreſſors is harder. Let thoſe, whoſe 
iniquities correct them, know and ſee, that 7/ is an evil an "4 
a bitter thing to ſin againſt God; and tay, as in Hose 11, 

[ will go and return unto my God, for then was it vetter with me 
than 1 0. 


CHAP. XV. 1 
> A lar ger account of theſe matters will be found i in 2 Cir 9. 
i- xvi. Which ſhould be read before this chapter. 


An account of Abijam's wicked rei gu; Aſa fi icceedeth his im; and, 
le dying, is e by e alſo of TAGS s wicked 
hin 50 

0 W in the Gahtcenth- year of king Jeroliouny 
the ſon of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. 

2 Thees years reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his mother's 
name [was] Maachah, the daughter of Abiſhalom. 

3 And he walked in all the fins of his father, which he 
had done before him : and his heart was not perfect 

with the Loxp his God, as the heart of David his fa- 

WY ther. Nevertheleſs for David's fake did the LORD his 

God give him a lamp in Jeruſalem, to ſet up his ſon 

5 after him, and to eſtabliſh Jeruſalem : Becauſe David 

"id [that which was] right in the eyes of the Loy, 

and turned not aſide from any [thing] that he com- 

manded him all the days of his life, ſave only in the 
| 6 matter of Uriah the Hittite. And there was war between 

7 Rehoboam and ſeroboam all the days of his life. Now 


they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam 
1 and 3 N And Abijam ſlept with his fathers ; 


and 


the xreſt of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are] | 


19 
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| and they buried him in the city of David: and a 


his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


And in the twentieth year of eb hive of If. 


rae] reigned Aſa over Judah. And forty and one years | 


reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name { was | 


Maachah, the daughter of Abiſhalom. And Af i id 
[that which was] right in the eyes of the Los b, ag 
did] David his father. And he took away the ſodom- 9 
ites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his 
fathers had made. And alſo Maachah his mother, even 
her he removed from [being] queen, becauſe ſhe had 
made an idol in a grove; and Aſa deſtroyed her idol, 
and burned [it] by the brook Kidron, But the high 


places were not removed: nevertheleſs Aſa's heart Wis 


perfect with the Lord all his days. And he brought 


in the things which his father had dedicated, and the 
things which himſelf had dedicated, into the houſe of 


16 


the Lon p, filver, and gold, and veſſels. 
And there was war between Aſa and Baaſha king of | 
Ifrael all their days. And Baaſha king of Iſrael went 


up againſt Judah, and built Ramah, that he might nct 


ſiuffer any to go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 
18 


Then Aſa took all the filver and the gold [that were] 2 


left in the treaſures of the houſe of the Lon p, and the 
_ treaſures of the king's houſe, and delivered them into 
the hand of his ſervants: and king Aſa ſent them to 


Ben- hadad, the fon of Tabrimon, the fon of Hezion, 
king of Syria, that dwelt at Damaſcus, ſaying, [There 
is] a league between me and thee, [and] between my 


father and thy father: behold, I have ſent unto thee a 
preſent of filver and gold; come and break thy league 


5 | vor Baaſha king of Iſrael, that he may depart from 
20 m 


80 Ben- hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and ſent 


1 he captains of the hoſts which he had againſt the cities 


| 22 


of Iſrael, and ſmote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-boch- 
maacah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of 8 
. 
be left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 


And it came to pals, when, Baaſha heard [thereof, that 


Then king Afa made a proclamation throughout all 


828 udah; none En cxempred and they took 11 the 
ones 
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tones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith 
Baaſha had builded; and king Aſa built with them 
Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah 
15 The reſt of all the acts of Aſa, and all his might, 
and all that he did, and the cities which he built, fare] 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the _ 
kings of Judah? Nevertheleſs in the time of his old 
24 age "he was diſe aſed in his feet. And Aſa ſlept with his 
| fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father : and Jehoſhaphat his ſon reigned | in 
ns ſtead... 


And Nadah the fon of Jeroboam be to reign over 


al in the ſecond year of Aſa king of Judah, 1 


26 reigned over [{rael two years.” And he did evil in the 
ſight of the Lorp, and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin; tho e 
had no doubt heard of the threatening ns 4 0 i Yah, Je ie 

_ ww6r ſhipped the golden calves. 

27 And Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah, of the houſe of Iſli- 

char, conſpired againſt him; and Baaſha ſmote him at 
Gil wbethon, which [belonge: I] to the Philiſtines; for 

28 Nadab and all Iſrael laid ſiege to Gibbethon, Even 

in the third year of Aſa king of Judah did Baaſha 

ſlay him, an id reigned in his ſtead, And it came to 
paſs, when he reigned, [that] he ſmote all the houſe of 

5 Jcroboam 3 he leſt not to Jergboam any that breathed, 

until he had deſtroyed him, according unto the ſaying 1 

of the Lonb, which he ſpake by his ſervant Ahyah the 

30 Shilonite: Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam which he 

 finned, and which he made Iſrael fin, by his provoca- 

tion wherewith he provoked the LoxꝰD God of Iſrael to 

? So anger. Now the reſt of the acts of Nadab, and all that 

he did, [are] they not written in the book of the 

Fox Iron cles, of the kings of Iſrael? And there was 


1 
OY 


— n 


war between Aſa ane Baaſha king of Iſrael all their 3 


| (| * VS: ; 


e Gn LN 
lt was 3 to Iſrael, that it ſhould be as a reed ſhaken 
"the avater x ; and here we fee it ful alled; hey had no leſs than 


en kings during Ala's 8 reign, 
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and they buried him in the city of David: and At 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of If. 


rae] reigned Aſa over Judah. And forty and one years 
' reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name ſ was] 


Maachah, the daughter of Abiſhalom. And Aſa did 
[that which was] right in the eyes of the Lozp, a8 


did! David his father. And he took away the ſodom- 
ites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his 
fathers had made. And alſo Maachah his mother, even 


her he removed from [being] queen, becauſe ſhe had 


made an idol in a grove; and Aſa deſtroyed her idol, 
and burned [it] by the brook Kidron, But the high 


places were not removed: nevertheleſs Aſa's heart was 


perfect with the Lon p all his days. And he brought 


in the things which his father had dedicated, and the 
things which himſelf had dedicated, into the houſe of 
_ the Lonp, ſilver, and gold, and vellcs.- 


: 16 


18 
left in the treaſures of the houſe of the Lok b, and the 


And there was war between Aſa and Baaſha king of 
Ifrael all their days. And Baaſna king of Iſrael went 
up againſt Judah, and built Ramah, that he might nct 
ſuffer any to go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 
Then Aſa took all the filver and the gold [that were] 


treaſures of the king's houſe, and delivered them into 
the hand of his ſervants: and king Aſa ſent them to 
Ben-hadad, the ſon of Tabrimon, the fon of Hezion, 


is] a league between me and thee, [and] between my 


king of Syria, that dwelt at Damaſcus, ſay ing, [There 


_ father and thy father: behold, I have ſent unto thee a 


oreſent of ſilver and gold ; come and break thy league 


5 with Baaſha king of Iſrael, that he may depart from 


20 


me. So Ben- hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and ſent 


Ms + captains of the hoſts which he had againſt the cities 
of lirael, and finote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-beth- | 


21 


22 


maacah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtall, 


And it came to pals, when. Baaſha heard thereof, that 
he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 
Then king Afa made a proclamation throughout al 


3 udah; none * pen and they took away the 
” tones 


F 
tones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith 


Geba of Benjamin, and Mrzpah. 
23 The reſt of all the acts of Aſa, and all his might, 
and all that he did, and the cities which he built, are] 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? Nevertheleſs in the time of his old 
24 age he was diſeaſed in his feet. And Aſa flept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father : and Jehoſhaphat his ſon reigned f in 
his ſtead. 


2 And Nadab the Gn of Teroboam began to reign over 


and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to ſin; tho? he 
had no doubt heard of the thr calening ant oy. Ahijah, Fl e 
_ worſhipped the golden calves. 
7 And Baaſha the fon of Ahijah, of the houſe of Iſſa- 
char, conſpired againſt him; and Baaſha ſmote him at 
Libbethon, which [belonged] to the Philiſtines; for 
0 Nadab and all Iſrael laid ſiege to Gibbethon, Even 
in the third year of Aſa king of Judan did Baaſha 
9 ſlay him, and reigned in his ſtead. And it came to 
_ paſs, when he reigned, [that] he ſmote all the houſe of- 
Jeroboam ; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 
until he had deftroyed him, according unto the faying 
of the Lon D, which he ſpake by his ſervant Ahijah the 

30 Shilonite: Becauſe of the ſins of Jeroboam which he 
ſinned, and which he made Iſrael fin, by his provoca- 
tion wherewith he provoked the Loxo God of Iſrael to 
zu anger, Now the reſt of the acts of Nadab, and all that 


32 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And there was 5 

war between Aſa and Baaſha king of Iſrael all their 
You, III. . B b | 33 In 
"It was thieatened to Iſrael, that it 0014 be as "x 0nd ſhaken 


4 lie water ; and here we fee it ful Lilled ; they had no leſs than = 
Wen kings during Aſa” 8 reign. | | 


| Baaſha had builded; and king Afa built with them 1 


Iſrael in the ſecond year of Aſa king of Judah, and 
26 reigned over Iſrael two years.“ And 4 did evil in tge 
tight of the Lorp, and walked in the way of his father, | 


he did, [are] they not written in the book of the 
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3 5 In the third year of Aſa king of Judah, began 
Baaſha the ſon of Ahijali to reign over all Iſrael in T. 

34 zah, twenty and four years, And he did evil in the 

N ſieht of the Lok p, and walked in the way a e n. 


and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin; e n 


as bad as his predeceſſors ; he did not cut off the family, 5 of 
| Feroboam becauſe they were idolaters, bul with a view ts 
_ Jeeurs /iis Wn e | 


þ 


CHAP. XVI. 


* For the ir anſereſſ ons of a land many are the pr inces the eo. 
This is illuſirated in the chapter before us; Where wwe have 
an account of the wickedneſs and deſtruction of Baaſſia; tie 

ort reign of Zimri , the reign of Oinr end the beginning 

E the infamous reign of Ahab, 


HEN the word of the Lonxp came to Tehu* t the 
2 ſon of Hanani againſt Baaſha, ſaying, Foral: 
much as I exalted thee out of the duſt, and made thee 

prince over my people Iſrael ; raiſed thee by my provide 
from a mean ſtate, and ſucceeded thy attempts again} the 
_ kingdom 1, and thou haſt walked in the way of Jeroboam; 
continued the practice of theſe idolatries for kick Teroboon 

and his family wcere ruined; and haſt made my people 

Iſrael to fin, to provoke me to anger with their fins; 
3 Behold, I will take away the poſterity of Baaſha, anc 
-. Me poſterity of his houſe; and will make thy hout: 
4 like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. Him 

that dieth of Baaſha in the city ſhall the dogs eat; and 

him that dieth of his in the field ſhall the fowls of the 
air eat; he ſhall periſh like Jerovoam, die a violent death 

. and want an honourable burial. = 
. 5 Now the reſt of the acts of Baaſha, and what be dich 
and his might, [are] they not written in the book of the 
6 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? So Baaſha ſlept with 
his fathers, and was buried i in Tirzah: and Elab Fo 
= ſon 


3 This prophet was | the 8 of him who was v employed x 19 
Prove Aſa for his Mile r | 


8 
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ſon reigned in his ſtead. And alſo by the hand of the 
prophet Jehu the ſon of Hanani came the word of the 
Lon p againſt Baaſha, and againſt his houſe, even for 


all the evil that he did in the ſight of the Logo, in 


provoking him to anger with 1200 the work of "kia 


hands,* in being like the houſe of jerohoam ; and be- 


cauſe he killed him, that is ferobgam's ſon; doing it 19 

ſatisfy his own ambition, he was na better than a murderer. 
$ In the twenty and fixth year of Aa king of Judah 

ops Elah the ſon of Baaſha to r-1gn over Iffael in 


Tirzah two years. And his ſervant : Zimr 1, captain of 
half his] chariots, conſpired againſt him, as he was in 
Tirzah, drinking himſelf drunk in the houſe of Arza 
| ſteward of | his] houſe in Tirzah. He was a debanched 
young fellow, indulging his pleaſures while the army was in 


| the field, which gave  Zimri an opportunity to deſtroy him. 


10 And Zimri went in and ſmote him, and killed him, in 
the twenty and ſeventh year of Ala 8 of Judah, 5 


reigned i in his ſtead. 


11 And it came to p⸗ 5 when he began to reign, as 


ſoon as he fat on his th rone, [t] hat] he flew all the houſe 


of Baaſha : he left him not one that piſſeth againſt a 
* wall, neither of his Kinsfolks, nor of his friends: who 


were likely to avenge his death, Thus did Zimri deftroy 


all the houſe of Paatha, according to the word of the 


Logp, which he ſpake againſt Baaiha by Jehu the pro- 


13 * For all the fins of Baaſha, and t! i ie fins of Elah 
his ſon, by which they ſinned, and by which they made 
"Ifrael to ſin, in provoking the LORD God of Iſrael to 

14 anger with their vanities,? Now the reſt of the acts of 
Elah, and all that he did, [are] they not written in the 


hooks of the chronicles _ the kings of Iſrael? 


15 In the t wenty. and ſeventh year of Afa king of Judah 
1 5 5 b 2: 1 5 did 


: This 18 mentioned again, to ſhow how faithfully. 20d; cou- 
Taveouſly the prophet executed his commiſlon, and delivered this 


read, ul meſſage. 


There was a i Emilitude between _ a ien . | 
Baahha? s family and Jeroboam's.; the ſon of each reigned but about 
wo years; they were both ſlain; there was no ſucceſſor to either 


iz; and both were lain While the ſame city was be ſieged · 


388 
did 21 mri reign ſeven days in Tirzah. And the P2on] 


16 


were] encamped againſt Gibbethon, which Lbelongel 
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to the Philiſtines. The Ph 7aſtines had tetaken it, and th; 


Iſroelites 1 now invaced it again, And the people ſ that 


were] encamped, all the army, heard ſay, Zimri hath 
conlpircd, and hath alſo ſlain the king : wherefore 


all Ifrael made Omri, the captain of the hoſt, king 


17 


over Iſrael that day in the camp. And Omri went un 


from Gibbethon, and all Ifr acl with him, and they be. 


18 


ſieged Tirzah. And it came to paſs, when Zimri ſaw 


that he was not able to defend himſelf, and that the city was 
taken, that he went into the palace of the king's houſe, 


the ſirongeſt part, and, being afraid of one ſhameful puniſh- 


0 


ment, and left the treaſury ſrould fall into Omris hands, he 


burned the king's houſe over him with fire, and died. 


For his fins which he finned in doing evil in the ſight of 


the Lokb, in walking in the way of Jer oboam, and in 


0 his fin which he did to make Iſrael to fin, In this four 


reign he gave indications of an idolatrous diſpoſition, and ti 


. reſolution to continue it, perhaps by ſome publick edit. Now 
the reſt of the acts of Zimri, and his treaſon that le 


_ wrought, the means he uſed to bring about his conſpirac 


1 


22 


23 


| gan Om: to reign over Iſracl twelve $i: : fix years 


24 


against the King his majter, [are | they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? 
Then were the people of Ira el divided into two 

parts : half of the people followed Tibni the ſon ot 
Ginath to make him king, and half followed Omr!. 

The people not liking to liave a king zunpoſed 5 HM them by tit 


foicters, there was a civil war, which laſted for ſome peer, 


in which 71 ibni < Was ar. Put. the Pec ople that followed 

Omri prevailed gat inſt the people that followed THO 

the ſon of Ginath: fo Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 
In the thirty and firſt year of Aſa king of Tock bo 


reigned he in Tirzah, while moleſted by Tibnt. And, 


lie palace being burned, he bought the hill Samara oi 


Shemer {or two talents of fily er, avout ſeven hun: ih. 
 Powinds, and built on the hill, and called the name of tne 
city which he built, after the name of Shemer, own 
of the hill, Samaria, which in time became the roydi di- 4 


S 7 
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25 the ten rites; But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of 
the Loxp, and did worſe than all that [were] before 
him. He worſhipped the calves, and made a ſtrict and ſevere 

law to prevent any from going to Feruſalem, and to oblice his 

2b people to idolatry. (See. Micah vi. 16.) For he wa led! in 

all the way of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, and in his 
fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin, to provoke the 
Lony God of lirael to anger with their vanities. 

27 Now the reſt of the acts of Omri which he did, and 
his might that he ſhowed, [are] they not written in the 

9 book of the chronicles of the kings of ir _ * So Omri 

ſlept with his fathers, and was buried | in Samaria: and 

Ahab his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 1 

29 And in the thirty and eighth ycar of Aſa king of 

Judah began Ahab the ſon of Omri to reign over Iſrael: 


and Ahab the ſon of Omri reigned over Iſrael in 


30 Samaria twenty and two years, And Ahab the ſon of 
Omri did evil in the fight of the Lozp above all that 
31 [were] before him. And it came to paſs, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the fins of Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethba dal king of the Zidonians, and 
die went and ſerved Baal, and worſhipped him as his 
32 god, without any regard to Fel n. And he reared up 
an altar for Baal in the houſe or temple of Baal which he 
33 had built in Samaria, the royal city, And Ahab made 
_ a grove, where he offered human ſacrifices, and uſed many 
e rites; and Ahab d id more to provoke the 
Lonb. God of Iſrael to anger than all the kings of 
Ae that were before him. 
51 In his e did tel the Beth elite build Fete as 
: 5 5 3 5 „ 


3 She was an heathen findet, Rü it was contrary. to the di- 5 
vine command to marry ſuch, and the was an infamous woman; 
Ve read. of her witchcraft and whoredoms, her idolatries and per- 85 


ſecutons of God's prophets, in Rev. 11. 20. Perſons who ſeduced 
others to uncleannels and idolatry, were called by her name. To 
* Baal lignifies Lord; it was a name given to the ſun, the idol : 
of the Phœnicians, and afterwards to dead heroes and kings, whom 
Fi deified. Jeroboam kept up a regard to [ehovan, but wor- 
hipped him thro? the medium of the calves, chiefly out of policy; 
but Ahab was an idolater out of Pure love to ſtrange gods. | 


— . —— — - 
" * 


Aer like them. Let us. take that general advice 
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à ſeat of idolatrous worſhip, in conte npt of the eur . 
Joſbua vi. 26, and as an affront 79 Jehova; but he 1114 
the foundation thereof in Abiram his firſt born, 244 
ſet up the gates thereof in his youngeſt [ſon] S 45 
according to the word of the LORD, which he ſp. de * 


JOE: the ſon of ST Ou 0 e 


— 
— 
— 


REFLECTIONS. 
V E. infer, that thoſe who reſeindle others | 


ſins, may expect to reſenible them 1: 


: 4. 12h 


puniſhments. | Jeroboam's and Baaſha's families Ware 


15 3 other in their ſins and in their ruin. How hie | 
| mou we be to avoid thoſe fins W. lie ch h ave DFOUg 1 


, ſhame, and ruin upon other familie 5, left we i Ts 


Y fs 
1 


gard to all wicked men, Come out from among the; mn; parti 


5 not of their ſins, left ye partake of their plaguss. 


2. There is an awful warning to drunkards, i in Elah and 


4 


: Zimri, v 9. How eafily may ſuch become a prey to den 
or injury, when they have no reaſon or power to kl 


themſelves To how many dangerous accidents are ſuch 


expoſed! To ſudden death, and everlaſting deſtruction, t9 
Which it tranſmits them. Take heed to yourſelves therefore, 
leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged wit! ſurfeiting ni 

drunkenneſs, and that day, the aw ful day of eee 00 f 
upon you unawares, We learn, 


3. Ihe preſumptuous obſtinacy of hs, and the righ. 


teous jucgments of God upon them. Iheſe kings wu! 
tread in the ſteps of their predeceflors ; ; each ſeemed ſolici- 
tous to outdo the former in idolatry and wickedneſs. But tie 
judgments of God followed them. We have a remarkable 
inſtance of it in Hiel ; againſt whom the threateni ig was 
955 delivered almoſt hve hundred Near before. ; Nor one word 


4 

| ol 

ON b His eldell ſon died: when ke ad: ths rnd; tion, his VE Dung: 
EY et when he had finiſhed the. gate; and the reſt ſudden] y, ue 
he was building ; perhaps in tre hurry of bis work he dd 8% 
11nd the hand of provicence. This wes four hund. ed and t. 
years after the threa NN, and mould have taught tne people 10 


have believed God's thled tenigg that he would cot them out d. 


the land itt the y were edel! ious and idolauous. 


1 KINGS. XVII. — * 


of God hall fall to the ground, Let ſinners hear and fear : 
ind learn, that God is not lack to execute vengeance, 
any more than to fulfil his promiſes. Tho? the Lord ſeems 
to delay, he has not forgotten his. word ; and finners will, 
ſooner or later, find a terrible reality 1n the judgments he 
has threatened. Let none therefore harden themſelves 
wainſt God, for who ever hardened hmſeif 3 him and 
nes? ? 


— — —___ 


CHAP. XVII. 


Ml done for a cohile with the account 5 thoſe wicked bigs. 
we have now beſore us a more entertaining and inſtruitive part 
of the ſacred hiſtory. There never were worſe Princes in Ifrael, 
nor more propliets, than at this period; nor ever better or more 
eminent men, eſpecially Elijah, who far exceeded any mo | 
and thus God left them inexcuſable in their wickedneſs. 5 
have in this chapter Elijal's prophecy againſt Anab, he is 
ſent to Cherith, and there fed by ravens; he is ſent to bie 
widow of Zarephath ; and raiſes the widow's ſon, 


N D Elijah the Tiſhbite, [who was] of the in- 

1 habitants of Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, [As] the 

Tous God of Iſrael liveth, before whom I ſtand, there 
| ſhall not be dew nor rain theſe Foe but according o 

my worde 5 = 

2 And the wed of thi Lorp came unto Pim, faying, 
3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eaſtward, and hide thy- - 
"elf by the brook Cherith, that lis]! before Jordan.” 

B D 


"2 And 


-.£ We have: no account of the parentage of Elijah ; his name 
imifies my God, Jehovah is he. The rabbies connect the chapters | 


tus; Ahab would not believe thar the puniſhment of Hiel in the | 


cloſe of the laſt chapter came from God; but attributed it to 
chance, and ſaid, The law that threatened 5757 was not to be 
regarded, eſpecially that in Deuteronomy xi. Elijah having 
prayed that God would puniſh this eben . in ſome ex- 
tardinary manner, tv bring them to repentance, and finding the 
kropaetick impulſe on his own mind, went to Ahab with this de- 
nunciation, declaring that there Would be no rain till they heard 
kurther from him. This was an intimation, that if they reform 
ed, God would, upon his prayers, remove the calamity. | 


a Ahab ſought to ſlay him, chap. xviii. 10. but probably not 55 


bctore the famine came; til chen he diſregarded him. 


EE ET ee Ce oo 
5 OT | 3 2 0 


| e Some 1 render it, 1 people 97 Ord ; athe iS, the Arif in 


E 


Who had not bowed the knee to Baal. But God caales i- 


1 A 
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4 And it ſhall be, chat] thou ſhalt drink of the broc!: 


near the cave where thou ſhalt conceal. thyſelf; and I have Wl 12 


8 commanded the ravensꝰ to feed mew there. So he went 


and did according unto the word of the Logp : for he 
went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that [is] before 
6 Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flen n 


Hein 


in the morning, and bread and fleſn in the even! 83 


1 and he drank of the brook. And it ca ume to paſs aftera Bl _ 
while, in the Hebrew, at the end of days, or the year, t hae 15 
the brook dried up, becauſe there had been no rain i in 

the land; Yhis was a new trial of Hliſalis Fo Rs i] 


„ --And the word of the Loxb came unto him, ſaying, 7 


9 Ariſe, get thee out of the boundaries of Iſrael, to Zare- 
© phath, which ¶belongeth] to Zidon, and dwell there: *£ 
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 


10 ſuſtain thee.5 So he aroſe and went to Zareph ath. And 


when he came to the gate of the city, beho 5 th 18 


widow woman [was] there e 7 of ſticks: ws « 
called to her, and ſaid, Fetch me, 1 pray thee, a little 


II Vater in a veſſel, that 1 may drink. And as the was 10 


going to fetch [it,] he called to her, and ſaid, Bring 


| 1 2 me, I pray thee, a morſel of bread in thine hand. 100 


| the faid, [As] the Lonp thy God liverh, I have nta 


cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel. and a little bol 
oil in a cruſe: and, beh 101d, 1 [am] gathering two | * 
ticks, that I may go in and dreſs it for me and my fon, 1 
that we ma V eat it, and die; aug Laue 75 fore 2 GmORs Ils, fort 


Al 


but the word properly dente FAVS; and their coming div , er 
him, confutes the former notion. „„ we 

God choſe to diſplay his vo in has fon ling. th ee _ 
or he might have been hid and fed by Obadiah, or - „ ofa: 


thoſe birds of prey, to leave their neus and young. ones 


his ſervant. They brought bread and ſleſh, produce by 


power of God, twice a day; which was enough to 1appo: 


tho' not ſufficient to encourage luxury. 


2 He was not ſent to any of the rie h of ore at men in 7 Ps on 
but to a poor widow, who was probably a proſelyte to the e It 
religion. Jezebel came from this place, and broug nt the Worm 101 
ET Baal from hence. It mull have been a. mo 3 1 33 | 


when the knew hat the Prophe: Nas main YET ne oy 1 8 = 
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and it may poffibly be the 1; /; 1} ford we ſhall ever eat, as we. 
3 can ſee no likely means of 0 ”y further ſupply. And Elijah 
* Gard unto her, Fear not; 70 „ [and] do as thou haſt. 
ſald: but make me the: of 1 little cake firſt, and bring 
[it] unto me, and after make for thee and for thy ſon. 
| 1+ For thus faith the Loxb God of Iſrael, The barrel of 
meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſh: all' the cruſe of oil fail, 
until the day [that] the Lorne ſendeth rain upon the 
15 earth. b And ſhe went and did according to the ſaying 
of K {lab : : ane ſne, and he, and her houſe, did eat 
16 [many] day [And] t the barrel of meal waſted not, 
neither did the crule of oil fail, acco! ding to the word 
of the Lob, which 1 he ſpake by. U Jan.” 
1 And it came to pals alter theſe things, [tha it] the «Bu 
of the woman, the miſtreſs of the hone, fell fick; and 
his ſickneſs was ſo ſore, that there was no breath left! in 
13 him. And the ſaid unto Elijah, What have I to do 
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto 
me to call my fin to remembrance, and to flay my 
19 fon? & And, tho Elija n was natt rally of a Tarn Feinper, 
wa conf 8885 Ye es Ul th woa, end. the c woorth of 
N fer 


* This he id to try hey Fatih "and obe \edience. She 8 have 
1 pleaded, that ſhe mult ſaltain herſelf aud her fon firſt; 
that ſhe had none to ſpare; that charity begins at home; that 
if he was a prophet he might work a miracle, and fo provide 
for himſelf. But her faith ſil ences all theſe object lons, and there- 
Ore was almoſt as miraculous as the ſupply itſelf. „ 

| It was according to her faith; it laſted 3 for two years; | 
at was taken out was immediately eee by the divine power. 
us God, who ſent his prophet to board with her, paid well 

his table; and ſent food fer her family, while her neighbours : 
ere ſtarving; and what was better, ſhe had the good company 
Dad nfiructions. of the prophet. With. how much wonder and 
War fulneſs would ſhe lock on her barrel and cruſe every a1. 
acknowledge that the tinger of God was there. 
5 Ble Was thrown into great perturbation and agony. 5. ip2rit - 
count of her ſon's ſickneſs, and ſpoke in an hattv, paſronate 


' putioment for fin; but it was weakneſs to charge it upon the 
5r0ph et, who had ſaved her and her child from death. She takes 

tor ET that Elijah by his prophetick {pirit had d:iſcorered 
92 0 at the tins of her foriner life, and thought it hard to have 


hetrer return for his entertainment, - taan tg. be puniſhed l9 
in ſo tender a part. | VE 


Nane It: was 42: part ot wiſdom. to know that aMictions were 
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her charadter, he excuſed this ſally of immoderate paſſion ion, ant 
with great meekneſs he ſaid unto her, Give me thy b on. 
And he took him out of her boſom, and carried hin 
up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon hi 
20 own bed: hence it appears it was à young child. And he 
dried unto the Logo, and ſaid, O Logp my God, hat 


thou alſo brought evil upon the widow with whom! 


21 ſojourn by laying her ſon ?? And he ſtretched himſelf 
upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lox, 
and faid, O Lonp my God, I pray thee, let this child's 
22 ſoul come into him again. And the Lory heard the 
voice of Elijah; and the ſoul of the child came into him 
23 again, and he revived. And E. lijah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the chamber into the hou: 
and delivered him unto his mother, no doubt with great 
Jh, as a favour to him and the poor widow ; and Elijah 
fſaid, See, thy ſon liveth; ſee how much mercy, inſtead o 
24 ſevere Juſtice, thou haſt found on my account, And the 
woman ſaid to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou 
[art] a man of God, * that the word of the Logs 
in thy raouth [1s] truth,” 9 


REFLECTIONS. 


7 . have bere an inſtanee of the gest ecacy of 
fervent prayer. James v. 17. Elias was a man 
ſabje& t to | like paſſions as we are; and he prayed earneſtly 
that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the 
Jo of lee years and fe IN manths, * he fervent prayer of this 
righteous 


; Brey word ben 18 pb el. Thou art my God: this is 2 
poor widow ; this is her only ſon; the affliction is upon me, by 
am in the houſe; it will be a reflection on thy prophets, as if they 
_ were Impot: nt, or ungrateful, and brought miſchief wherever tes 
came, The faith of This. prayer is altoniſhing, as it ſeems to be 


00 unexampled thing; there is no inſtance of it ever before. 


5M; She was undouvtealy tranſported | with joy. She be eliered be ne 
was a prophet before, and called him a man of God in wv. 18. 


but the death of her child made her doubt. This miracle ho- 


ever confirmed her faith, and made her regard all his initructions. 
It was probably int ended as a remarkable proof of the returrectio), 
and the exitience of the ſoul in a leparate tate; thereby to encoura,:* 
the righteous, aud revive religion when it was at fo low an eb. 
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right20us man availed much, not only ſtoppel the windows 
of heaven, but raiſed the widow's ſon to life. But the 
general truth it ſuggeſts 1 is, that God is near 79 the e ſouls that 
jeek him, and his ear is ever open to their cry. 

2, We have here undoubted proof of God's command 
over all creatures. He uſes them in judgment or mercy, 
| 2s he pleaſes z ſo he did the ravens, Of all birds, theſe 
might have been thought the nt unlikely to execute ſuch 
a commiſſion. Yet God overcame their inſtinct, directed 
their motions, and made them conſtant in bringing their 
ſupplies to the prophet. W ho would not truſt him in the 
greateſt ſtraits? He can provide tables in the wilderneſs; 
ravcns ſhall become purveyors and ſervitors, rather than 
bis Prophets ſhall be ſtarved or injured. Ts 

We learn to be liberal, even of a little. | if God has 

given us but little, let us be ready to do good to others; to 
et them ſhare with us. Water was at that time a ſcarce © 

modity z yet the poor widow, in her great neceflity, 4/43 
2807 to relieve a ſtranger. Thoſe who are in low circut . 
ſtances have no excuſe for being uncharitable, Let every 
| one give of his little, Even a cup ef cal. vater e not lay? 
its FEW) de WD | T7 

We ſho! ald learn, when. lens is 3890 dear 5 

iy kind; to prepare for rebukes and trials, This woman 

Was happy! in a conſtant ſupply of food, in the ſociety, in- 
fiructions and prayers of the prophet, and then her ſon 
died. We ſhould never think our mountain ſtands fo ſtrong 
that it cannot be moved, Let us conlider this as a chang- 


tnem not; fitting. looſe to all, tor the faſhion of this world 
8 away, _ 


5. Let us improve our ine a as 0 for i 


brance, to embitter it to us, and increaſe our hatred of it, 
May we labour to improve it to this purpoſe ! then w- 
ſhall not ſuffer in vain, Jt is meet to be ſaid unto Goa, 
hove borne chaſtiſement, T will not offend any more. go? 
Axxiy, 5 5 
6. Let us think of the Joy with which 1 ſhall hs 
bored: at the general reſurrection, When all eyes ſha! b 
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ing world, and uſe relations and comforts as tho? we had 


on our fin. The deſign of ail: Ctlon is to call ſin to remem. 5 
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3 2 to remove it, then ] Will tend rain upon the earth. And 
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fixed on Chriſt, by whom the great work ſhall be accom. 
pliſned. With what re pture did the widow receive her ſon 
With what reſpect and joy did ſhe look upon Elijah! 55 


ſaints, eſpecially relations and acquaintance, ſhall mez; 


one another above, and be joined in their complete perſons 


at the reſurrection; they ſhall adore the power and grace | 


that produced the change, ſhall ſee all the words of the 


Lord accompliſhed, and Jelus e as the faithful and 
true witneſs. 


7. When God's own people are e an diſobe. 


205 he confers their privileges open ſtrangers, Our 


Lord's own reflection is illuſtrated by this ſtory, Tale iy. 25. 


But I tell you of A truth many widows were in Iſrael in the dis 
of Elias, whey the heavens were ſhut up three years a fi; 
months, when great fainine was Ihroughout all the land. Bu 
_ unto none of 2 was Hlias ſeit, fave unio Sarepta a cl) Y 


Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow, God puniſhes j people 


for their obſtinacy and unbelief, by taking away their pri- 
vileges, and transferring them to ſtrangers, if they do nat 
value and 0 then. May we of this nation conſider 
ſuch awful « diſpenſations, leſt the goſpel be taken from us, 
and ſent to a nation chat will make a better improvement 
of; Its. 3 
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5  Thijatt's 5 interview with Baan and Ahab, 1 Baa? sf 


BE and the removal of the calamity 2 by obtaining YG in 


N D it came to paſs [after] many days, that the 
1 word of the Logp came to Elijah in the tl! 1 
Fear of his flight, faying, Go, ſhow thyſelf unto A za 
_ acquaint him with the cauſe of the calamity, and ehrt hi 


1 


Flijch went boldly to ſhow himſelf unto Ahab. And 
| [there was] a ſore famine in Samaria, which ing git hart 
proceed Ahab the more 10 deſtroy him, 


3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which [was] the gover- 


nor ot [his houſe, Now Obadian feared tne Loa 


S5 FCa II 


10 


GO 


Cc - 


— 
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greatly; 2? Wwas a good nan, elo did not cor. /hip Baal; 
but Ahab conni ved a it, becauſe he was a faithful ſervant : 


4 For it was [fo,] when Jezebel cut off the prophets of 


the Lokb, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, or 


ſtudents, who were preachers of righteonſneſs, and ſome of 


them occaftonally inſpired, and hid them by fifty in a cave, 


and fed them with bread and water. And Ahab ſaid 


unto Obadiah, Go info the land, unto all fountains of 


water; and unto all brooks, chere graſs was moſt likely 


to be found: peradventure we may find graſs to fave the 
horſes and mules alive, that we loſe not all the beaſts, 


j many of which are dead already, So they divided the 
land between them to pals th: oughout it: Ahab went 


one way by himſelf, and Obadiah \ went another way by 


_ himſelf; he would truſt none but himſelf and Obadiah, 7 


thers, 4 by preſents or int ee might conceal 1 2 or food. 
And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met 
him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, ſhowing © 
im the greateſt reſpect, and ſaid, TAR thou that my 
lord Elijah? This was 4 ſtrange word from the lord high 


: ſteward of Iſfracl to a poor prophet And he anſwered 


him, I [am:] go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.] 


9 And he ſaid, W hat have 1 ſinned, that thou wouldſt 


deliver thy ſervant into the hand of Ahab to ſlay me? 


i will be at the hazard of my life to give him this _—_ 2 
10 


tion. [As] the Loxp thy God liveth, there is no na 
tion or kingdom, Whither my lord hath not ſent to 


ſeek thee, to bing thee back to revoke the ſentente: and 
when they ſaid, [He is] not [there ;] he took an oath _ 
of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. 
1 And now thou ſayeſt, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Eljah 
12 


is here. * And it ſhall come LO P als TY as ſoon as] 1 


am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD ſhall 


carry thee whither I know not; n and 0 when I come 


7 BY tell Aha Dy 1 7 he cannot find thee, 5 25 ſhall il; ay 


ie becauſe I ard not Jeers e thee when thou d 2% in my power: 
8 [ thy ſervant fear the Logp from 81" youth; I have 


not been like the 7 7 95 9] le cuurtiers, and therefore hp: they 


wilt 


Perhaps this w: : ſornetimes the caſe; when Ahab and Jezebel 


nunted 4 
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wilt be concerned for my ſafety : Was it not told my lord, 
what I did when Jezebel ſlew the prophets of the Lonb, 
how I hid an hundred men of the Lok b's prophets by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and vater“ 
And now thou ſayeſt, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 1-1; ah 
is here:] and . ſhall ſlay me, And Elijah ſaid, [As] 
the Lok b of hoſts liveth, before whom I ſtand. and 
whoſe ſervant Jam, I will ſurely ſhow myſelf unto kin 
to day. So Obadiah, not doubting but God would pro. 


ſerve him, went to meet Ahab, and aug him: and Ana 1a) 


went to meet Elijah. 


And it came to paſs, whom Ahab ſaw Elijah, that 


Ahab faid unto him, [Art] thou he that troublcth I. 
rael? He began futioufly, charging him with bringing 


. calamitics upon Ijrael, under colour of being a projh:! 
5 


and a friend. And he anſwered, I have not trouble! 


Irael; but thou and thy father's hoaſs; | in that ye have 
-forfaken the commandments of the Lokb, and thou 


"0 followed Baalim; 2% fins are the cauſe of all the; JUG 


ments that are come upon the nation, Now therefore hot 1 


Fring the matter to à fair trial, and fer who are the troubler 
of Iſrael; and, in order 10 this, ſend, [and] gather to me 


20 


all Iſrael unto mount Carmel, and the hers of Baal 


four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the grove: 


four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.? So Ahab 


ſent unto all the children of Iſrael, the princes and elders 
and gathered the e together unto mount Car. 


„ mel. 


And Elijah « came unto all the 3 and 4 Hon 


long halt ye between two opinions? like lame men, col 
tread dubioufly and not firmly? If the Lozp [be] G 50d 


follow him: but if Baal, [then] follow him; here can be 


1 but one ſupreme, all perfett God; ſee which that is, and tt: 


nounce the other competitors. And the people anſwered hin 


nct a word; they knew not what to ſay, and were afl 
22 


that they were not able to anſwer i in ſo plain a caſe, Then 


ſal d Elijah unto the Peop: e, n LEVER]: 1 only, remain 4 


prophet 


. Aftarte; or the Wen "1 was the goddeſs of the Sidonians, for 
u hoſe prieſts Jezcbel W e a 1 8282 5 and they were her domellick 
eben 5 


2 
— 


28 


29 
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prophet of the Loan, publicily to avon and ple lead the cauſe 
Gd; but BaaPs prophets [are] four hundred and 1155 
2; men, and have all external aids on their ſides. Let ther 
therefore give us two bullocks; and let them chooſz one 
bullock for themſelves, and cut it in pieces, and lay 
lit] on wood, and put no fire (under: ] and I will dreſs 
the other bullock, and lay [it] on wood, and put no 
% fire under:] And call ye on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the Lon: and the God 
that anſwereth by fire, let him be God, And all the 
eople anſwered and faid, It is well Foken. 


you one bullock for yourſelves, and dreſs [it] firſt; for 
ye [are] many; and call on the name of your gods, but 

25 put no fire under. “] And they took the bullock which 

| was given them, and they dreſſed [it,] and called on 

the name of Baal from morning even until noon, when 

lie ſun was in its great ſt firength, ſaying, O Baal, hear us. 
But | there was] no voice, nor any that anſwered. And 
they leaped upon the altar which was made; þ continued. 
leaping and dancing round the altar. This was conmon among 


ie ewor ſhippers of the fun, believing it was that which put 
1 27 all things into motion. And it came to pals at noon, that 5 
8 _ Eljah mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud : for he [18] 3 
ih god; either he is talking, or he i is purſuing, or he is in 
„ + journey, (or] peradventure he lleepeth, and muſt be 
1 28 awaked. d A: 0 they cried aloud, and cut themſelves 


after their manner with knives and lancets, till the 
29 bieod guſhed out upon them. And it came to paſs, 
hen mid-day was paſt, and they g that is, 
2 oe and ji / ng Honors 1 honour 2 Bad, until the Ln 3 

PN a 


? Elijah bens a Gagle. man, gives them the preference; and 
belides, if Jehovah bad anſwered firſt, Baal's prophets might have 
formed ſome excuſe. ior not anſwering ;. above all, their diſap- 
pointment would make his ſucceſs the more remarkable. 

He ſaid this, to rouſe them out of their Anpidity, . con- 0 
nnce the people of the folly of idolatry. As if he had id; ©: 

* Your god is a little deaf; or he is buſy about ſome d. patches; Wy 
In travelling to ſome place e, where you mutt {env after him; or he 
bas a narrow capacity, and cannot attend to Wo things at once; 
bucref, re cry again, make more no ſe, R_ ps he is —_— 


2 And Elijah faid unto the prophets of Baal, Chooſe 5 
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8 


31 


of the offering of the [evening] ſacrifice, till three gehe 


in the afternoon; that ere was | neither voice, nor 


oy to anſwer, nor any that e all was in vain, 


And Elijah ſaid tbe all the people; Come near Unite | 
me. And 1 the Peop! le came near unto him. And he 


repaired the altar of the Logy [that was] broken down,” 


And Elijah took twelve ſtones, according to the num. | 
ber of the tribes of the ſons of Jacob, 70 Show that ho 


_ worſhipped the God of the patriarchs, and was concerned fe 
the happineſs of Iſrael, unto whom the word of the Loy 


came, when his ſamily was. purged from idolatry, laying, 


Iſrael ſhall be thy name: And with the ſtones he bail ile 
an altar in the name of the LoR D: and he made a trench 


about the altar, as great as would contain two meaſures 
of ſeed: - And he put the wood in order, and FUL The 


bullock in pieces, and laid [him] on the wood, an, 


ſaid, Fill four barrels with water from the #6, _ 
was at the Joot of mount Carmel, 5 er. xlvi. 18.) a 


pour [it] on the burnt ſacrifice, and on the wand, 


that they may ſee there is no cheat 21. And he faid, Do 
[it] the ſecond time. And they did [it] the fecond 
time. And he faid, Do lit! the third time. Fri 


they did [it] the third time. And the water 


round about the altar; and he filled the terch allo 


with water. And it came to pass 8 at [the time ad fl che 


1 offering of the [even ing] facrifice, che the pes Ti 


* 


Lie 


e 


Cod were worfhipping ot Ferufl lem, that Lat the bs 
phet came near, and 170 Log D, God of Abra 


4 f . 
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Iſaac, and of Iſrael, let it be 1 this day that t 00 


ſart] God in! lrael;: 920 [that] 1 (am] thy ſervant, and 
5 [that]. 4- have dope a, ae? ith ings at thy word, 3 


_ brought the Famine 7 oy Hi. COmmantd. Hear me, O Lon, 
. hear me, that this people may „ know that © thou ſat} 
:- WE Lokb God, an qa at thuu baſk turned thei eir heart. 
e Daten 28211 It's ron. bus 70 aol to reduce them from idol- 

au to thy ov 122 Vice, This Was a Joort | Pra Her, offered 

The worſhippers of Bagh :d broken down God's altar, and 


let up one to Baal. in its ſtes "ba t Elijah repaired. the alta by 


* 
Lord, to intimate, chat ne intended o rchote the Wor. 


— 79 
true God again. = 
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from a calm mind, and not, like Baal's prieſts, in a fury. 
8 Then the fire of the Logp fell, and conſumed the 

burnt ſacrifice, and the wood, and the ftones, and the 
duſt, and licked up the water that [was] in the trench. 
It had a remarkable eſfedt, parching the ground and conſum- 
ing the ſtones Elijal's God was not talking, or purſuing, or 
2g ſeeping 3 he heard, and anſwered immediately, And when 
all the people ſaw [1t,] they fell on their faces: and 
they ſaid, The Lokb, he [is] the God; the Loxkp, he 


lis] the God; the caſe was ſo plain that they were fEruck 


into conſternation, and were deeply aſfected with this demon- 
40 ftration of Fehovah's divinity, And Elijah ſaid unto _ 
them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them _ 
eſcape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them 
down to the brook Kiſhon, and flew them there; and 
Ahab was ſo impreſſed that he durſt not oppoſe it, more 
eſpecially, as it was the way to have a ſupply of rain. _ 
ii And Elijah faid unto Ahab, Get thee up, from the 

brook where the prieſts were ſlain, to thy tent on the ſide of 
the hill; eat and drink, take refreſhment, (having faſted 


till evenins, waiting the event of the trial) for | there is; 

42 a ſound of abundance of rain, So Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; 
and he caſt himſelf down upon the earth, and put his 


face between his knees, placed himſelf in an humble poſture, 
43 to ſeek God's continued interpoſition, And ſaid to his ſer- 
vant, Go up now, look toward the ſea, And he went 

up, and looked, and ſaid, [There is] nothing. And 
44 he faid, Go again ſeven times. And it came to paſs 
at the ſeventh time, that he ſaid, Behold, there arifſeth 
a little cloud out of the ſca, like a man's hand. And 
be faid, Go up, ſay unto Ahab, Prepare [thy chariot,] 

and pet thee down, that the rain ſtop thee not, left it 


45 ſwell the brooks, and make the way impaſſable. And it - 


came to paſs in the mean while, that the heaven was 
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. 
And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel, where he had a 
#5 palece, And the hand of the Lokp was on Elijah; and 
ne girded up his loins, his long garment, that it might _ 
You, 2 LOTS „ e wat” 
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not hinder him, and he ran before Ahab to the entrance 
of Jezreel, but did not chaoſe to go in, for fear of fezeh1! 


402 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. AE E the power of divine grace in ſecuring Obadialy ; 
8 goodnels 1 in this dangerous place, I ho furrounde}] 
wich ſo many temptations, he kept his integrity. B! leſſed 
be God, ſome ſuch eu. 2Xtraorainary inſtances are ſtill to be 
"Found. 
2, They that fear the Lord in their youth, come to fear 
him greatly: ſo Obadiah. 


199"; 


becomes eminent piety, I his is a motive for young per- 


ſons to remember Lear creator in the days of their youth. 
3. We infer, that ſinners, not reformers, are the troub. 
lers of Iſrael. Uſeful, zealous reformers are often Called 
ſo : Chriſt and his apoſtles were ſaid to turn the world uf. 
don. Elijah was really the beſt guard to Iſrael ; better 
than chariots and horſemen, Sin 1s a great difturber of 
families, churches, towns, and kingdoms, and the whole 
world, All miſchief is owing to it. Therefore let us 
Keep from even the appearance of evil. 1 


4. We may in general judge how men "Rand affected o 


God, by the manner in which they treat his miniſters, 
Obſerve the difference between Ahab and his ſteward : the 


one was faucy and inſolent, the other moſt polite and re- 
| bee 


the maſter's ſake, 


5. We are taught hence, reſolution ind Readineſs in 9 


religion. Some worſhipped Jehovah, to pleaſe the pro- 
phets ; others Baal, to pleaſe Jezebel. This was ſhameful, 
Religion 1s every thing, or nothing. 
two maſters. Double minded men are unſtable in all theii 


Days z their hearts are not right with God, therefore they 
Are not ound i in his ſtatutes. : 


= Paterr al 


| - God. gave Elijah extracrdinary dengel to run "OE" EI Ahab, 
to ſhow his reſpect to the king, 


| the plory of this miracle Had not made him proud or inſolent. 


He began betimes, and made 


great progres 1 in piety, zeal, and hoſpitality. Early piety 


He that loves the maſter, loves the ſervants for 


No man can fert. 


and that all lirael might ſec har 
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6. External pomp and grandeur is no ſign of a true 
church. The papiſts make this a mark of it, but it is 
wrong. Many falſe prophets are well fed, while God's pro- 
nets may be hid in caves, and have only bread and water; 
but ſtill the former are falſe ones, and God's prophets the 
only true ones. Fudge not from outward appearance. = 
7. See the vanity of idolatry, and the power of God. 
surely no idolatry ever made fo contemptible a figure, or 
was ſo juſtly ridiculed. But how glorious does the God of 
Ir2el appear in the midft of this conqueſt, and in his power 
| over all the elements. We have reaſon to ſay, Hz is God; 
ind to be thankful for the light of the goſpel; or we, like 
theſe prophets, ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, 
g. We are taught perſeverance in prayer. Elijah ſent 
his ſervant ſeven times, proſtrated himſelf humbly, and 
continued inſtant in prayer. The Lord will at length come, 
and will not tarry, Wait patiently for him; he is a God who 
heareth Prayer. 9 8 Ee 0: . 
9. Small beginnings often produce great and wonderful 
ets, A cloud, at firſt no bigger than a man's hand, 
covered the heavens, This is often applicable to feeble 
attempts of ſervice, and the wonderful ſucceſs of the goſpei. 
| Let us then encourage ourſelves in God, and not deſpiſe the day 
if ſmall things, OD 8 0 i 


10. Thoſe who are inſtruments of the greateſt publick 
good, ſhould learn to behave themſelves modeſtly and hum 
Ay. Elijah was not elated with this extraordinary triumph; 
2 paid reſpe& to Ahab, as a king, tho' he was a wicked 
nan. Let all learn to know their place, and remember, 
dat humility is their brighteſt ornament ;z adds the great « 
et luſtre to wealth, honour, and uſefulneſs, and recom- 
a thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it to the favour of God 


„ Che P. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Hu alrtount of. Elijots  flis r/it from Jezebel imto the wilderneſs; 
the extraordinary appearance of God to him; the directions ir 
received; and his beginning to execute his commiſh mM. 


--1 A. ND: Ahab, 0 excuſe himſelf, and throw the bl, ame 

5 A upon Eli hal, told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, 

hace he had brought fire from heaven, ond rain upon cat 

and withal how he had ſlain all the prophets of Baal wi ith 

2 the ſword, Then Jezebel ſent a meſſenger unto Elijah, 
- ſayin g, So let the gods do [to me,] and more allo, i 
I make not thy lite as the life of one of them by to 
3 morrow about this time." And when he ſaw [that,] he 
aroſe, and went for his life, and came to Beer ſheba, 
which [belongeth] to Judah, where Ahab had no power, 
and enpected protection under Fehoſhaphat, and he left his 
ſervant there, wot being willing to . him to the ary: 

5 Hips he might meet with, 

4 But he himſelf went a day? 8 journey into the wilder 
5 neſs; z not thinking himſelf quite ſecure where he was, he W: ent 
into that wilderneſs where the Iſraelites had ſo long wanaerei, 
and came and fat down under a juniper tree: and he 
_ requeſted for himſelf that he might die; and faid, l. 
is enough; now, O Log p, take away my life, for! 
fam] not better than my fathers ; 1 !hink myſelf not capo. 
ble of doing any more for thee, and that I had better die : | | 
Have lived as long as my fathers, or, I can pretend to id 
virtues ſuperior to their*s, which may entitle me to Ile fe. 
wards of a longer life. But God had more work for him ts | 
do. And as he lay and ſlept under a juniper tree, be- 
Hhuoold, then an angel touched him, and ſaid unto hin, 
6 Ariſe [and] eat. And he looked, and, behold, [there 
was] a cake baken on the coals, and a cruſe of water 
at his head, And he did eat and drink, and laid hin 


1 down Again, | And the angel of the LoRD came 5 
the 


1 Atta of falling under 8 as might TE been ex- 
. peed, ſhe was traniported into a Violent: rage; and ſo infatuatec 
| by her paſſion, as to ſend a meſſage to him; ſome think wi ith an 
intent to afiright him, and make him get out of the way, iu | 
being afraid of the people after theſe miracles. da 


10 


11 


12 
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th- ſecond time, and touched him, and ſaid, Ariſe 
(and] eat; becauſe the journey [15] too great for thee 
thou EXIF οe%,,inçeů mY engt, confidering thy age. 
Is 1 he aroſe, and di d cat and drink, and went in 
e ſtrength of that meat forty days and forty nights 
3 1 unto Ho reb the mount of God.” And he came thither 


unto a cave, (Exod. XX411. 21, 22,) and lodged there; 


and, behold, the word of the LORD [came] to him, by 
/ „ muiſtration of an angel, and he ſaid unto him, What 
it thou here, Elijah? 7s this thy proper place and ſta- 


n 975 1 canſe thou do me any ſervice here © This was a fecret 
10 zeproof for his flight. And he ſaid, I have been very jea- - 
tous for the 5 God of hoſts; 7t is not out of in aiffer nee © 


to fi cauſe, or for want of 2 22al, but I find that all is to no 
2 pd for the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy 

covorant, thiown down thine altars, and {lain thy pro- 

p + with the ſword; and J, [even] I only, am left; 

and they beck my life, to take it away; there is no one left 


10% fy me, and they are ſeeking my life, I deſpair there- 


fore? of 40 Line any good; and this 1s the cauſe of my flight, 
i And be laid, $30 forth, and ſtand upon the mount be- 
fore the Ls ab, that I may give thee ſome extraordinary 
J za, T will be with thee, And, behold, the LORD 
paſt! by, there wwas the appearance of the Shekinah, or 
glory 27 the Lord, and a great and ftrong wind rent the 
mour 121ns, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 


Lok D; but] the Logp [was] not in the wind: and 
after the wind an earthquake z [but] the LORD [was]. 


12 not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; 


OO the Lorp [was] not in the fire: * and after the 
. 1 fire 


It was a journey of only. four or five days; but he went thro” 


by-ways for fear of Ong Pur uſe, and took time to reſt in dif- 


ferent places. 

" Probably this was 1 cave in . Moſes was "hid; here 
he ſeemed to take up his abode, and indulge his melancholy. 

3 According to the accounts we have of volcands and hery erup- 


tions, this appeara Ince was exactly the operation of nature on ſuch 


ocitons. There was a violent ſtorm of wind, then an earthquake, 
Zh then fire broke oat ; nature was ſuffered to do its office with- 
It E icrraption. God was in e flil!, /mall voice, W hich followed 


his 


— — m — 
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13 fire a ſtil] ſmall voice. And it was [fo,] when! Eliah N 
heard [it,] he diſtinct and gentle voice of God ſpeaking 1, | 
um, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, to expreſ | 

his reverence, and, not daring to look on the divine «ory, J 
went out, and ſtood in the entering in of the cave. And. 
behold, [there came] a voice unto him, and ſaid, VV! hat 
doeſt thou here, Elijah? repeating the former g: veſtion ty 
14 which he returned the ſame anſtwer. And he ſaid, I have 
been very jealous for the LORD God of hoſts : becauj; 

the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, | 
thrown down thine altars, and ſlain thy Prophets with 
the ſword; and J, [even] I only, am left; and they 

15 ſeek my life to take it away. And the Lon faid unto 
him, Go, return on thy way to the Dore wing of 
Damaſcus : and when thou comeſt, anoint Hazacl | to 
be] king over Syria, by whom I will puniſh this idol 
16 and obſtinate People: And Jehu the fon of Nimſni tha 
___ thou anoint [to be] king over Iſrael : and Eliſha the fon 
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah, ſhalt thou anoint [to be] 
vrophet 3 in thy room; or, thou ſhalt take care that they te 

17 anointed, And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] him that I 
clſcapeth the ſword of Hazael ſhall Jehu ſlay: and him I 
that eſcapeth from the ſword of Jehu ſhall Eliſha lay," | 
48 Yet I have left [me] ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 
__ knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kiſſed him. This was deſigned to encuνẽj,Pm 
Vim; the Iſrael was degenerate, it was not fo had as be 
imegined , there were ſev en thouſand who had not Wor jhipped ; 
idols, who were ready to ecard his attempts, ana 45 care | 
_ againſt idolatry ; this gave him freſh vigour, 
19 So he departed thence, and Found Eliſha the fon of 
Shaphat, who [was] ploughing [with] twelve yoke [of I| 
oxen] before him, and he with the twelfth,” being a gre! | 
former, and. a man w confs derable wealth: « = and Elijah | 


7 75 


Pagen 


this dreadful proceſſion. "This was intended to uther in the She 
kinah, and prepare the Popuere” mind tor the in! {tru Tions of t 
great author of nature. | 
'? Theſe three in their turn were to bring judgments on the 
land ; Hazael in battle, Jehu in deſtroying. Jezebel and the 1001. - 
trous prieſts, and. Eliſha by den ounciog divine jodgments, lay! ing 
the ee. and perhaps bringing E an ne, 2 King, Vi. 24, &c. 
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paſſed by him, and caſt his mantle upon him, i, pro- 


phelick habit, which was a kind of inaugur ation mio the 
20 92 And he left the oxen, and ran after E. alk and 


ſaid, Let me, I pray thee, kiſs my father and my mo- 
ther, and {then] 1 will follow thee. And he ſaid unto 


him, Go back again: for what have done to thee? 
there 15 nothing 2 ſuch a ceremony to incline thee to follow m2; 


that injtigetion is from an higher Potver. Or rather, what 


I have done need be no hindrance to a decent ana prudent 


regard to thy relations and worlaly affairs (Luke v. 29.) 
And he returned back from him, to take a friendly farewel 
f his relations and ſervants : end in token of j Joy at his new 

calling, and as a ſarecvel feaſt to his family, i nie took a yoke 
of oxen, and New them, and boiled their fleſh with the 


inſtruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 


they did eat. Then he aroſe, and went after Elijab, 
and miniſtered unto him; he was ready to ſerve him in a 


lower ſtation, to pour water on his hands, till he was called 


041 to | EXITAG? 5 n as a propliet. 


REFLECTIONS, - 


tions of the divine preſence and power, We might have 


thought that Jezebel, bad as ſhe was, could not have ſent 
ſuch a meſſage to a prophet ; eſpecially after he had given 
ſuch proofs of favour to her country by procuring rain. 


But nothing affected her mind, So fad a thing is a hard 


heart, and fo difficult is it to be renewed and foftened, S 
true it is, that God alone can take away 0 hear! of fone, and 


give us a heart of fleſh. 


2, Learn what need the beſt of men 1 to guard their 
hearts againſt irregular {allies ; eſpecially u under ill ulage 


for doing their duty. Behold the prophet under the j juniper 


tree, pouring out impatient wiſhes that he may die! Let 


'Þs o lament the weakneſs of this excellent man. He, who 


das ſo bold before Ahab, who raiſed the dead child, opened 


md mut heaven, and brought fire from above, and rain on 


lie earth; ; to fear the threats of a woman, and with to die 


. II/ E hence learn, how incorrigible the hearts of 
ſinners are under the moſt ſenſible demonſtra- 
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the fight of God what buſineſs we have in the places where I 


fear, remen abering that we arc accountable to God. 


Y wiyelf ſeven thouſand men who have not bowed the knee 10 the 


Kr His. Let us rejoice in this, 5 take encouragement in 


ſor fear of dying! I this then my lord Elijah A melancholy 
inſtance of what we are when left to ourſelves, He wasa 8 
man of like paſſions with us. May we learn therefore to 
guard our hearts, and to rule our ſpirits, for this * Was writ. | 
ten for our aamonition, 


3. Let us ſo behave Seiles as to be able to er in | 


we are. Nhat doeſt thou here, Elijah ? was a juſt and gentle | 
reproof; Is this a time for good men, for prophets, to re. 
tire, when their ſervice is ſo much needed? Let us often ' 
put the queſtion to ourſelves, What if we ſhould hear 
God's voice ſay ing to us when at alehouſcs, aſſemblies, or 
in bad company, working or journeying on ſabbath days, | 
What doeſt thou here? how ſhould we anſwer it? Let ws | 
often ſay to ourſelves, Does God call me to this? Am lin} 
the way of duty Can! be uſeful here? Is this my proper | 
pla ace? In ſuch inſtances let us act with holy caution and | 


4. This appearance to Elijah, is an emblem of God's | 
manner of dealing with men in brivging them to himizlt, ] 
He is not in the wind, in an earthquake, 8c. but by the | 
terrors of the law, and alarms of conſcience, he makes way 
for the goſpel. In religious matters there is not always the 
greateſt fervency and devotion, and the moſt of God, where | 
there is the greateſt noiſe: God makes way for himſelf by | 
terrible things in righteouſneſs. But he ipeaks powerfully at ad 
ſweetly to the heart! in his fill ſmall voice of mercy and peace, | 

5. In times of great degeneracy there may be more gO⁰ 
men than we think there are, reſerved by God for himself. 
This is applicable to the preſent day. Rom. xi. 4, 3. bu } 
what ſays the anſwer of God unto him? I have rejer ved 10 


image of Baal. Even ſo then, at this preſent time alſo, thre | 
ts @ remnant according to the election of grace. The great zeal | 
of good men makes them overlook many, who are often 
aſhamed to be: ſeen when perſecuted, reproached, and 
bantered ; yet they may be more than we imagine, it 13 2 
comfort that God diſcerns them; the {ord knoweth then that 


our reſolute attempt ts to promote religion, If we ſtand up 
for 


a 


_ KING 5. XX. 409 


ſor God, others may join us, or at leaſt thouſands may 


pray y for us. 


6. See how effectually God can ſtir up men to under take 
his work, even amidſt great diſcouragements. Behold how 


readily Eliſha goes after Elijah, If he had conſulted fleſh 


and blood he would have been very unwilling to be in Eli- 


jah's ſituation, when thus hunted, in theſe dangerous times, 
when there was nothing to be expected but perſecution. 


Yet Eliſha choſe to be ſervant to a prophet, rather than 


maſter of a large farm; and cheerfully reſigned all for God. 
The power of divine grace can conquer every prejudice, 


and remove every objection, Thoſe are not worthy of 


God's ſervice, who do not efteem it the higheſt honour and 


preferment 3 yet many decline it, eſpecially in publick 


characters, and particularly in degenerate days. Men the 
harveſt is great, and the labourers are few, this ſtory ſhould 


encourage our prayers to the Lord of the har veſt, that he. 


ould . more labour ers 7210 ; it, 


CHAP. XX. 


IWe hear nothing of Elijah in this or the next + had hex Was 
probably ſeeking out ſome of the ſeven thouſand who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal, and was founding and 1. tructing ſome D 
of the ſchools of the prophets. In this chapter is an account 


of Ben-hagad beſieging Samaria; the defeat of his army by the 


Ifrathites'; he renews the attack, and is again defeated ; Ahab 
makes a fooliſh treaty with Ben. haand, and is edu for 


| His 5 


N D Ben- hadad the king of Sy ria 2 (the fon of that 

Ben hadad mentioned before) e all his hoſt 
together: and [there were] thirty and two kings with _ 
him, petty kings, who were tributary to him, and horſes, + 
and chariots : and he went up and beſieged Samaria, 

and warred againſt it, for «what reaſon does not appear. 

2 And he ſent meſſengers to Ahab king of Iſrael into the 


3 city, and ſaid unto him, Thus faith Ben-hadad, Thy 
ver and the gold {18] mine; thy wives alſo and thy 


ch ildren, 
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children, ſeven] the goodlieſt, [are]. mine; he expect. | 
4 every thing to be aelivercd at diſcretion. And the 5 Tote 5 of 
Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, My lord, 9 king, ac ng 
to thy ſaying, I ſam] thine, and a! that ! ay Ves he 
vas willing lo become tributary to him, if he would alf 1/1 
5 fiege, And the meſlengers came again, and ſaid, This 
ſpeaketh Ben-hadad, ſaying, Although I have ſen to: 
thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt deliver me thy ſilver, 180 
6 thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children; Let! a 
| fend | my Groans unto thee to morrow about this time 
and they ſhall ſearch thine bon, and the houſes of h 
ſervants ; and it ſhall be, [that] whatſoever is deal 
in thine eyes, they ſhall put [it] in their hand, ang 
7 take [it] ein. Then the king of Iſrael called all 

elders of the land, and ſaid, Mar! rk, I pray you, and 
fee how this [man] ſecketh miſchief: for he ſent unto 
me for my wives, and for my children, and for my 
8 filver, and for my gold; and 1 denied him not. And 
all the elders and 2 all the people {aid unto him, Hearken 
9 not {unto him, ] nor conſent, Wherefore he fe 8 
the meſſen ngers of Bc n- hadad, Tell my lord the Fine 
| AN that thou dic Ut 5 nd for to tt V ſervant. at che 5 it, oy 3 
will co: but this thing I may not do; 7 il! and 40 le- 
firje conceſſion, and no mere. And the meſſengers de epart- 
10 ed, and brough hi im word again. And Ben-hadad 
ſent unto him, and ſaid, The gods do ſo unto me, and 
more allo; if the duſt of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for hand- 

fuls for all the people that follow me; he wenuld Prove 
fach an arniy as would deſtroy the whole city, and carry aw 
{he duſt fit; ſo many, that there would be but an anda t 
14 for every one. And the king of Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, 
Tell [him,] Let not him that girdeth on [his harneſs] 
boaſt himſelf as he that putt=th it of, Ahab being en- 
couraged by the ⁊cal and unanimity of his council, fenl him a 
der juſt repreof, not to triumph before he had gained us 
12 widtory, And it came to Pats, when Ben- hadad}] heard 
th 

= Finding Ahab fo ſubmiſſive, he 8 his demands; ind 
now he ſhall not only become his vaſſal, but he would take 


away his royal treaſur:s, and the treaſures. of his ſubjects, and 
every valuable thing that Ahab was fond of, 0 mortity him. 
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this meſſage, as he [was] drinking, he and the kings 
in the pavilions, that he ſaid unto his ſervants, Set 

ourſelves in array,] and attack the city immediately. 
And they ſet [themſelves in array] againſt the city, 


1 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king 


of Iſrael; it does not appear who he was, but he came bold. 


ly, not being afraid, as he had a good meſſage ; laying, 


Thus faith the Loxp, Haſt thou ſeen all this great mul- 
titude ? probably he had been viewing them from the towers 
of Samaria; behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this 
day; and thou ſhalt know that | [am] the Lorp, that 


4 Jehovah, and not Baal, hath given thee the victory. And 
Ahab faid, By whom? And he ſaid, Thus faith the 
Loxp, [Even] by the young men of the princes of the 
provinces z by the pages and ſervants of the princes ; young, 


raw perſons, wha knew nothing of military affairs, who 


lived in eaſe and luxury, and thrrefore were very unfit for 
the buſineſs. Then he ſaid, Who ſhall order the battle, 
cli ſhall head them? And he aniwered, Thou. I was 

rather a mortifying circumſtance io be the leader of ſo ſmoll 
15 an army. Then he numbered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred 


and thirty two; 7heſe twere lo begin the a/ſault : and after 


them he numbered all the people, [even] all the child. 


ren of Iſrael, being] ſeven thouſand ; theſe were all he 


could immediately muſter to go in the rear ; if the young men 
16 ſucceeded, theje were 10 join in the purſuit, And they went 


out at noon, But Ben-hadad [was] drinking himſelf 


drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and 


17 two kings : that helped him. And the young men of 
the princes of the provinces, went out firſt; and Ben- 


hadad heoring a buſtle, tent out to enquire the cauſe, and 
they told him, ſaying, There are men come out of 
48 Samaria, a ſnall party is coming out of the city. And he 
fd, Whether they be come out for peace, take them 
alive; or whether they be come out for war, take them 

alive; he thought it beneath him to fight with ſo few, and 
19 iterefore orders them to be taken alive. So theſe young | 


men of the princes of the provinces came out of the 


city, 
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city, and the army which followed them i the led the 
20 way, and the ſmall army followed them. And they ley } 
every one his man who came to apprehend him : = the 
Syrians fled, being ſtruck with a panick, ſuppofins % 
army to be much greater than it was; and Ifrael purſued 
i -- them: and Ben hadad the king of Syria eſcaped on ay | 
21 horſe with the horſemen. And the king of Iſrael wen: | 
out, and ſmote the horſes and chariots, and flew the | 
HFyrians with a great ſlaughter ; he totally routed them, | 
22 And the prophet came to the king of Iſrael, and f fad 
unto him, Go, ſtrengthen thyſelf, and mark, and fee | 
what thou doeſt, make the beſt preparation againſt another | 
: attack; for at the return of the year the king of Syria | 
23 will come up againſt thee. And the ſervants of the | 
king of Syria came go conſalt with him about the next cam- | 
paign, and ſaid unto him, Their gods [are] gods of |} 
the hills, /heir's is an hilly country, therefore they were | 
ſtronger than we; but let us fight againft them in the 
plain, and ſurely we ſhall be ſtronger than they; there 
our chariots and horſes will be more uſeful, and their pods 
24 cannot help them, And do this thing, Take the Kings | 
away, every man out of his place, and put captains in 
_ their rooms: the kings will not fight well, as it is not for 
their own country z and they are too delicate and effeminate, | 
Your own experienced captains will obey orders and fight bel. 
25 ler. And number thee an army, like the army that 
thou haſt loſt, horſe for horſe, and chariot for chariot: 
and we will fight againſt them in the plain, [and] 
ſurely we ſhall be ſtronger than they. And he hearx- 
26 ened unto their voice, and did ſo. And it came to paſs | 
at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad numbered 
the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight againſt 
27 Iſrael. And the children of Iſrael were numbered, and 
nere all preſent, all they could get together, and went 
againſt them: and the children of Iſrael pitched before 
them like two little flocks of kids; but the Spring 


28 filled the country. And there came a man of 6 30d, 
| and 


0 Abel was a fortified town, taken from the teactites by _ 
hadad's father. Here they might ſecure a retreat, while they foug' 
in the . of Galilee, which, lay near it. 


ſis] God of the hills, but he [is] not God of the val- 


Lokb, the univerſal Tod of all places, perſons and things.” 

) And they pitched one over againſt the other ſeven days 
" before the battle, becauſe the Iſraelites were on a hill, and 
the Syrians waited till they come down. And [ſo] it was, 


0 ſand footmen in one day. But the reſt fled to Aphek, 


the men {that were] left.. And Ben-hadad fled, and 


tumſelf. 


_ merciful kings; hey bear that charafer, by the manner in 
which they treated their captives taken in former actions: let 


ſorrow, and ropes upon our heads, 10 denote the puniſh- 


| king of Iſrael, and ſaid, Thy ſervant Ben-hadad faith, 


ſhoold be thought like the gods of the nations. 

Dr. KexwnicorrT ſhows that the Hebrew word for wall may 
be jultly rendered a burning wind, The reſt fled into the city, 
ad the burning wind fell upon twenty ſeven thouſand of the 
men that were left, 8o, probably, Sennacherib's army was de- 


Aro; 


yed, 2 Rags Kix. 35, compared WIE: T. Tc 


and ſpake unto the King of iſrael, ae = Thus ah 
the Log, Becauſe the Syrians have faid, The Lord 


lies : therefore will 1 deliver all this great multitude 
into thine hand, and ye ſhall know that I [am] the 


that in the ſeventh day. the battle was joined : and the 
children of Iſrael ſlew of the Syrians an hundred thou- 


into the city, or, over the wall of the city, to defend it , and 
[there] a wall fell upon twenty and ſeven thouſand of 


came into the city, into an inner chamber; the Hebrew 
| fenifies, mo a chamber within a chamber, where he hid 


ii And- his ſervants faid unto him, Behold now, 5 
have heard that the kings of the houſe of Iſrael fare] 5 


us, I pray thee, put ſackcloth on our loins, in token of 


ment we deſerve, and that wwe are ready to ſurrender at diſ- 
cr2tion, and go out to the king of Ifrael: peradventure 
2 he will fave thy life. So they girded ſackcloth on their 
Joins, and [put] ropes. on their heads, and came to the 


1 1 Prey thee, let me live. And he faid, [Is] he yet 
alive? he [is] my brother; I am glad 10 hear he 42 t 
Veriſi in ballle; he is my brother, as a ing; not in religion, 
3 bit in royalty. Now the men did diligently obſerve 
- whether . thing would come] from him, and did 


haſtily 


b 8 the A of God was particular by: concerned, leſt he | 


$ 1 "DK LN & % AAc--. 
| haſtily catch [it;] hey watched for any word that in 575 
turn to their advantage; and they ſaid, Thy brot} zer 
Ben- hadad. Then he ſaid, Go ye, bring him Then! 
Ben hadad came forth to him; and he cauſed him to f 
34 come up into the chariot. And [ Ben-hadad] ſaid unto | 
him, The cities, which my father took from thy fu. 
ther, I will reſtore.” and thus make reſtitution for the | 
damages done; and thou ſhalt make ſtreets for thee in | 
Damaſcus, as my father made in Samaria ; he wort | 
become his vaſſal, allow him to build a citadel 10 keep tis | 
town in awe, ſtreets to live in, and to carry on a free trad:, | 
Then [ſaid Ahab,] I will ſend thee away with this cove. | 
nant. So he made a covenant with him, and ſent him | 
away; but he foon broke the covenant, ſee ch. xxii. 2. 
33 And a certain man of the ſons of the prophets, wig 
doas trained up in the college or academy," ſaid unto his 
neighbour, another of the * ſons of the prophets, in the | 
word of the LORD, by the divine command, Smite me, | 
pray thee, thot I may appear like a wounded ſoldier. And 
E the man 7hought it inhumen to do fo, and refuſed to {raite 
36 him. Then ſaid he unto him, Becauſe thou haſt no! 
. obeyed the voice of the Logp, behold, as ſoon as thou | 
art departed from me, a lion ſhall ſlay thee. And a: 
ſoon as he was departed from him, a lion found ie 
37 and flew him.* Then he found another man, and ſaid, 
Smite me, 1 pray thee. And the man ſmote him, 10 
38 that in ſmiting he wounded him.] So the prophet 
. departed, and waited for the king by the way, and dis- 
guiſed himſelf with aſhes upon his face; he beſmeared his 
29 "Joes with blood and dirt, And as the king paſſed by, he 
dbried unto the king: and he ſaid, Thy ſervant went 
out into the midſt of the battle; and, behold, a man, | 
1 
3 The jews Kay it was Iieatah ; 1 a" it is not unlikely, be- | 
| 3 Abb: ſaid of him, that he 3 provhefied evil. 
This puniſhment was not tov ſevere, if we . the man 
ner in which he was commanded to ſmite him. Being a ſon os 
tie prophets, he well knew the meaning of a ſolemn charge, i 
the namer, Or in the word, of the Lord. It was alſo an intimatio? 
to Ahab, that it a prophet was not ſpared for. refuſing to ſmite 


an Innocent man at the word of the Lord, how ſhould he eſcape 
for {paring an impious 08 e king. 


N 


3 


+. % 


. 
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nene turned aſide, and brought a man unto me, 
and faid, Keep this man à priſoner: if by any means 
he be miſling, then ſhall thy life be for his life, or elſe 


"of Iſrael ſaid unto him, So [ſhall | thy judgment be; ] 
thyſelf haſt decided [it,] it 7s 10 7 than thou deſervejt 


1 <ollingly, while this was done unwillinzly, And he haſted, 


wore he fag ſound true, e they 50 97 1 ville 2 


REFLECTIONS. 


ſer before a fall. 


' Abab 3 kavg particular 8 to Hot kia to death; 


Ulpoſe of him. 


ntinued impiety and 8 


40 thou ſhalt, pay a talent of ſilver. And as thy ſervant 
vas buſy here and there, he was gone. Aud the king 


for 7958 of orders; forgetting how he diſmiſſed Ben- hadad 


and took the aſhes away from his face and the king 
of Iſrael diſcerned him that he [was] of the prophets, 
ell ier by huis habit and geſture, or joine of his courliers łneto 
2 lim. And he ſaid unto N Thus faith the Lorp, 
Becauſe thou haſt let go out of thy] hand, a man whom 

| appointed to utter deſtruction, becauſe he was a aſe 
 Phemer of the Ged of Iſrael, therefore thy life ſhall go ior 
1} his life, and thy people for his people.? And the king 
of Iſrael went to his houſe, heavy and diſpleaſed, and : 


came to Samaria z this dreadful meſſage from God, wp oh ta 5 


E T not Fre that putteth on the armour 1 himſelf 2s he 

that putteth it off, let not him who is only preparing 
for action, triumph before the victory. This was perhaps 
the wiſeſt ſpeech Ahab ever made, It teaches us all to be 
tumble and diffident ; to watch always againſt our ſpiritual | 
enemies; and not be confident i in our own ſtrength, but 
mark and ſee what we are to do, and how we may beſt 
ſure ourſelves. Pride goats befare deſi PO, and a haughty 5 


2. Let us reflect on the ——.— turns which kama 8 
affairs 
i. was intimated when God declared, v. 38, that he would Jo. 


liver him into his hands. He ihould therefore have conſidered | 
lim as God's priſoner, and aſked advice of the prophet how to 


5 Three years after hls: Ahab was flain in battle by a Syrian, ; 
ind Hazael brought heavy puniſhments upon che people for their 


— —— ee 
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og affairs Gietimes take. See what naughty airs Ben. hada 1-3 
gave himſelf ; the duſt of Samaria Shall not ſuffice for hand(!; 


for all the people that follow ne: but now, thy ſervant Hen. 
hadad ſaith, I pray thee let me Jive. Hence we ſhould lc:ry 


not to be proud when in high tations, and not to deſpiſe the 


weak and poor, who are our inferiors. We know not he! 


dil be on the morrow ;, what changes are before us. Let us 
1 therefore not provoke or inſult any one; but make as few 


: enemies, and gain as many friends, as poſlible. 


We ſhould lament the ignorance and folly of theſe | 
heathens. They had their topical gods; of different coun. } 
tries and different parts; gods of the trees, and vallies, an! 
hills. While we are aſtoniſhed at it, let us lament the cor. 
ruption of human nature, and the prevalence of 1 ignorance | 
and ſuperſtition, which was ſo contrary to the principles of 1 


| reaſon; and thank God that we enjoy the light of the goſpel, 


which gives us better notions ; 3 wall ee as Clularen of | 


5 the light and of the dax. 
4. The mercy. of God to others ſhould be a motive to be 


Hs ene to him. Ben hadad's ſervants pleaded that the 
king of Iſrael was a merciful king, The God of Iſrael is a 
- merciful God. His mercy extends to great offenders, | 


when penitent and ſtill he forgives, that he may be feared. 
We ſhould appear before him as penitents ; with humility 
and ſubmiſſion of ſoul; ; and earneſtly beg the life of our 


ſouls. Thoſe who are ambaſſadors of Chriſt, as tho God | 
did beſeech you * —.— py you in : Chrift's ſtead to o be 
. reconciled to God. 


c H A p. XXI. 
= * 1 we have Hab's defer re of. N. gels 3 Fer Ne edel 0 


mae to gain it; the terrible meſſage Eli ah Was Jen with 


1% Ahab and the fect it had upon him. 


'1 A ND it came to paſs after theſe TE Hats 
Jutceſs in the war, and the reproof he had for ſpariug 
Den hadad, which aggravated his guilt, [that] Naboth 
the Jezreclite had a vineyard, which Las] 1 in Jezrec|, 

| tne ff where 
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OS Jezebel reſi ded, hard by the palace of Ahab ki ng 
2 of Samaria. And Ahab ke unto Naboth, ſaying, 
Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden 


of herbs, becauſe it [is] near unto mine houſe, on the _ 


hill where the palace ſtands, and I will give thee for it a 


better vineyard than it; [or] if it fem good to thee _ 
I will give thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth 
faid to Ahab, The Log forbid it me, that I ſhould 
4 give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And 
Ahab came into his houſe heavy and diſple: aſed becauſe 


of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had ſpoken 
to him: for he had ſaid, I will not give thee the in- 
| heritance of my fathers. And he was ſo vexed at the diſ. 


appointment, that he laid him down upon his bed, and 


turned away his face, and would eat no bread, nor ſee 
OO 


But Jezebel his wife came to him, and fad unto 


him, Why is thy ſpirit fo fad, that thou eateſt no 


6 bread? And he ſaid unto her, Becauſe I ſpake unto 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and ſaid unto him, Give me 
thy vineyard for money; or elſe, if it pleaſe thee, I 

will give thee [another] vineyard for it: and he anfwer- 

7 ed, I will not give thee my vineyard. And. Jezebel 91 5 

his wife ſaid unto him, Doſt thou now covern the 

kingdom of Iſrael? ariſe [and] eat bread, and let 

_ thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of 

Naboth the Jezreelite; it 1s not becoming thy dignity and 


peer as a king, to lay to heart the denial of a ſuvjert. 
Show thyſelf an abſolute prince, and ſeize upon it by force: 


fear not, I will procure it for thee. Ahab wanted neither 
Wit nor  Wickedneſs, but, compared with Fezebel, he was a 


8 mere. novice, 0 the wrote letters in Ahab's name, and 


Vol. III. e ot ſealed 


This was a fair ede ud it 13 lawful. © Naboth o 
have fold it; but the law of God forbade the Iſraelites to ſell or 
alienate any ground, except in caſes of extraordinary neceſſity, and 
then only till the year of jubile, Lev. xxv. 23. Naboth probablß 
ought he ſhould never have it again if he fold it to the Kipg. 


and that his ſucceſſors would not part with it. 


' This was a falſe ſtate of the caſe. He did not acquaint her 
with Naboth's reaſon, only intimates that he gave a ſhort, fſurly 
anlwer; whereas he ſaid, I may not & its it 1s contrary to my 


duty and conſcience, 


4 
'4 
\ 9 
4 
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ſealed chem! with his ſeal, his ring or fmt, which, 601A | 

not be done without his conſent : and this audacious w1ny | 

| ſent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that! 

9 were] in his city, dwelling with Naboth, And ſhe wrote 

in the letters, ſaying, Proclaim a faſt, and ſet Naboth 
on high among the people; intending to alarm the; 

fears and raiſe their indignation, as if ſome grievous rin: | 

had been committed, and ſome heavy calamity WAS coming: h 

and, as if it was all done with a pious deſign, ſhe pr. 

b 

n 


5 claims a faſt, aud orders Naboth to be ſet on high, tha: | 
every body might ſee him, and hear what was allzi 


40 > againſt lim, and cohat defence he would male: And fe = ; 
two men, ſons of Belial before him, fellows of 1 con. 6 
ſcience, who were ready to fear any thing for reward, to = 


hear witneſs againſt him, ſaying, Thou didſt blaſpheme r 
God and the king.“ And [then] carry him out, and t 


11 ſtone him, that he may die. And the men of his city, f 
| [even] the elders, and the nobles who were the in- 

| habitants in his city, did as Jezebel had fent unto WM; 1 
them, [and] as it [was] written in the letters which ſhe e 


12 had ſent unto them. They proclaimed a faſt, and ſet Wi 
13 Naboth on high among the people. And there came 19 
in two men, children of Belial, and fat before him: 
and the men of Belial witneſſed againſt him, [even] 
againſt Naboth, in the preſence of the people, faying, 
Naboth did blaſpheme God and the king. Deming th: 
king the vineyard, was not blaſpheming him ; leading the 
_ authority of God's law for the refuſal, was not blaſphemng 
| God. But fo obſequious were theſe men 10 Fezebel, that ty} 
made no ſcruple to commit this great wickedneſs in order 1 
e Then they Caried him forth out of the} 
” City 0 


| * They joined both: God and hs king in the accuſation, that 
they might the better work. on all ſorts of people. If he bla 
phemed God, he would have been put to death, but his eſtate] 
; | | would not Jigs been forfeited ; but, if God and the King, the 
f e Jews ſay, his houſe, goods, and eſtate were confiſcated. 
. Ts a | aſtoniſhing that there was not one man of common honeſty 
1 5 or humanity among them. But they were deſirous to ingratiate 
1 themſelves with Jezebel, who probably had ſent a private me ſſage, 5 
wWuo.ith promiſes of great rewards. They might alſo hate fo col, * 
3H ſcientious a man as Naboth, eſpecially as he Was a worſhippet 0: 
| Jehovah, and not of Baal. 


J. KINGS, 3 


ty to tetify their defire that the wickedneſs might be re- 
moved, and the city not polluted ; and ftoned nim with 
tones that he died. Iu 2 Kings 1 ix. 26. it is ſaid that his 
ſons alſo were ſioned, that none might be left Io claim the 


1 and is dead; / heard this with a malicious pleaſure. 
And it came to paſs, when Jezebel heard that Na- 
boch was ſtoned, and was dead, that Jezebel ſaid to 
Ahab, Ariſe, take poſſeſſion of the vineyard of Na- 
both the Jezreelite, which he refuſed to give thee for 
money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead; thou wouldſe 
have given him money, but I have found out a way to put 
16 thee in poſſeſſion without expenſe. And it came to paſs, 
when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab 
roſe up to go down in great pomp (2 Kings ix. 25.) to 

the vineyard of N aboth the e to take Polſel- 
fon or it 1 
And the word of the 1 5 came to Eliſa the Tith- ig 
; bee; ſaying, Ariſe, go down to meet Ahab king of Iſra- 
el, which [is] in Samaria, whoſe throne and common nref. dence 
is there, behold, [he 1s] in the vineyard of Naboth, 


ſpeak unto him, ſaying, Thus faith the Lozod, Haſt 
thou killed, and alſo taken poſſeſſion? And thou ſhalt _ 
ſpeak unto him, ſaying, Thus faith the LoRD, In the 
place where, or, (as it ſhould be rendered, in the manner 
that dogs licked the blood of Naboth ſhall dogs 
lick thy blood, even thine. Elijal went boldly to deliver 


dag awakened, and told him that he had made God, and 
conſeguently his prophet, his enemy; and therefore he be- 
20 gins before Elijah ſaid any thing. And Ahab ſaid to 


hon never ſuffer me to be quiet? He ſuppoſed that it was 
10 ſo much God's meſſage, as Elijah's hatred to him, And 
he anſwered, I have found [thee:] becauſe thou haſt ſold 
thyſelf to work. evil in the fight of the LORD; thou art 
@ flave to thy luſts and paſſions, which hurry thes' on to all 
manner of wickedneſs. And for this, Behold, I will bring 
Evil 8 thee, and will take away thy poſterity, and 

| ÞD d 2 | 8 will 


1 vineyard. Then they ſent to Jezebel, ſaying, Naboth is 


9 whither he is gone down to poſſeſs it. And thou ſhalt 


the meſſage; 5 as ſoon as Aha ſaw him, his conſcience 


Elijah, Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy ? wilt 


. 13 1 N 8. XXI. 
| will cut of from Ahab him that piſſeth aoniaft tal 
22 wall, and him that is ſhut up and left in Ifrael, 1, 4 
will make thine houſe like the houſe of Jeroboa im th 
ſon of Nebat, and like the houſe of Baaſna the {1 0 
Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou haſt pra 
voked [me] to anger; and made Itrael, to lin: thy 


0 
jt 530 
bo! al 
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2. 
sieg 
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9h 
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And of Jezebel allo. ſpake the Ion 316 Th 
15 1 9085 ſhall eat Jezebel by the wall | of Jezreel. Him th 
dieth of Ahab 1 in the city the dogs {hall eat; and hi; 


25 that dieth in the field 1 ſhall the fowls of the air eat. 3 
there was none like unto Ahab, which did ſell himſe 10 al 
to work wi ickedneſs f in the fight of the Loy, who! ed 
26 Jezebel! 113 wife ſtirred up. And he did very abomi ly 
ably in following 1dols, according to all [things] as d 1 


the Amorites, whom the Lokp caſt out before t 

85 children of Ifracl,” „„ 

27 And it came to paſs, when Ahab hea 25 thoſe word 

8 he rent his clothes, and put ſackcloth upon N 

fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and wel 

; 28 ſoftly, or barefoct, as mourners uſed to do." Dy 
word of the Logn came to Elijah the Tiſhbite, f 


twat 
perſon 
ur pr 
es, 
i 5 


aq ing, Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf bel 45 

2 IE. becauſe he humbleth himſelf before me, L willy 0 

bring the evil in his days: [but] in his ſon's days wil In 

bring the evil upon his houſe; and ſo he did; Aube 100 1 x 

was licked i up by the dogs, and 115 fon Joram flain, ond il. 1 | 

carcaſes thrown into this vineyard, and Ahab g fai u ah 

 defiroyed, as we « Hal find i in the courſe T1 the tory. bi ; 

e 2 'REFLEC S 

„ Ok . Ranft 

It is uncertain whet ker” 1 is an "adidon" of the prophet Ke A 

N i 5 I addreſſing himſelf to the courtiers and ſpectators, or the hitorial 4 l 
rtremark. It ſhows us that he was infamoully wicked, and tat om 
1 Was at che inſtigation of his wife; but this would not excuſe hi Iovid 
5 and therefore God caſt out Ahab and his family. | Eon 
* There wat no ſincere repentance, cr elſe he would you 5.0 
1 | away his idols, and reſtored the vineyard He had perhaps ſo 8 
; | „ purpoſes of amendment; but they were ſoon forgotten. Ne vertl (ay 1 


1 leis God ſhowed ſuch regard to this appearance of humility, 
rn he probably ſent Elijah to him again to comfort him. He hd 
| bled hi; mſelf 0, as Fender Jeroboam nor Baaha had done. 


Wer, 


wh, 
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\EE how mercy is thrown away. upon the wicke q: 
Ahab was never the better for all the appearances 
God for him recorded in the former chapters. He for- 
nt all the favours he had received, all the obligations he „ 
4 under, and grew worſe and worſe. i 
; What a fatal thing 1 1S a diſcontented ſpirit! How. vain. 
egal dignity and power to a man, whoſe mind is not re- 
uited by the rules of wiſdom, goodneſs and religion, Ahab 
Ld almoſt every thing; had gained two victories, "und hum 
jd his proud enemy; yet was a ſlave to his paſſions; and 
kcauſe he could not have Naboth's vineyard, was fick of 
te ſpleen, fretted, and enjoyed nothing. A diſcontented 
ud fretful temper is a wretched diſpoſition. Envy is rot- 
janzſs zo the bones. It does not ariſe ſo much from our 
ard condition, as from the ſtate of the mind. Fretful 
erſons will always have ſomething to fret at. God conſults _ 
ur preſent eaſe and comfort, as well as our future happi- 
b, when he commands us to be content with fuch things as 
have, and ſays, Thou ſhalt not covet. N * 
1, How odious is it to ſee forms of religion and civil 
ulice abuſed by men of injuſtice and cruelty, | What a 
hlema farce, to condemn an innocent man, and then mur- 
kr him, under colour of juſtice and the name of order! and 
ſat a terrible, ſhocking thing, that all the nobles and 
ers and people ſhould join in it! Let us not think the 
Ore of faſting and prayer, becauſe they have been thus 
Huld; but lament the degeneracy into Which men may _ 
ak and have their conſciences feared, Let us guard 
unt covetouſneſs and hatred of others, leſt \ we be led, : 
Ike Ahab, to commit the vileſt enormities. 5 
4 Let us adore the providence of God, and wait for his 1 
ldpment, when reading of ſuch ſcenes as theſe, Adore his 
oridence, in reſtraining the malice of men, and in preſerv- 
our lives from fraud and artifice. Innocence is no fe- 
ty from perjury and oppreſſion. We ſhould rejoice that 
ty is coming, when theſe falſe judgments {hall be called 
4 and then thall be made maniteſt the revelation of the 
wo TIES © A I; e righteous 
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2 JT. INS. . 
righteous judgment of God. Concerning ſuch as Ahab, wel 
may ſay, as in Hab. 1. 2, 13. O Lord, thou hajt dein 

them for judgment; and, 2 mighty God, thou haſt eſt: 

them for correction. Thou art of purer eyes than to beho. (+ 

and canſt not look on iniquity : wherefore lookeſs thou up; i! 

that deal treacheroufly, aud holdeſt thy tongue when the wicked 


phets as their enemies, when they declare nothing but the! 
meſſages of Jehovah ! who think miniſters forbid them the! 
plwKkaſures they like, and threaten them with the diſpleaſursl 
of God, only to gratify ſpleen and ill nature. When thef 
word comes home to their conſciences, inſtead of being] 
humbled, their language | is, Haſt thou found me, O mine end. 
ny? T hey become enemies for telling the iruth. The caſe of 


: ation, . 


: men gain by their ſins, with only the intimations of his] 
wrath! Ahab was mightily pleaſed with his vineyard ; was 


but Elijah came, and ſpoiled all. So men get eſtates and 


but it is turned to the gall of aſps within them, and is no 


; ning of ſorrow. 


penitents, when he paid ſuch regard to a mere externil| 
and ſervile profeſſion This ſtory teaches us, that there I 
may be an outward thow of repentance, when the heart is} 
not humbled, There may be, as in v. 27, 4 rending ef e 
dlothies, and putting ſackcloth upon the fleſh, and faſting, with. 


even for the ſake of partial repentance, he often averts 


than life. The ſacrifice of God is @ broken Heart; a broken uy 


"aa C 4 


Gevoureth the man that is more righteous than he ? | 
5. How fad is their caſe who charge God's faithful oro 


ſuch 1s very bad, and there 18 little hope of their reform 


6. How a/ can God embitter thoſe advantages which ; 


perhaps contriving how to lay it out, and what to plant; 
money by violence and fraud, by oppreſſion and cheating; 


profit to them, Ill gotten goods never proſper. I he con- 
ſciences of ſuch torment them ; and this is but the begi 1-88 


7. We may infer, how graciouſly God 1 accept ſincere 


out ſincerity. God is pleaſed with marks of repentance; | 


temporal judgments. Put the ſincere penitent ſhall have 
is favour 5 which 15 life, and his loving kindneſs, ui beticr 


@ contrile nu lie will not deſpiſe, 
4. 0505 £c H A FI 
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Hab, perſuading Fehoſhaphat to £0 with him againſ R unoth- 
lad, is flain there; and the dogs, according to Elijats = 
prophecy, lick up his blood; he is ſucceeded by 45 a 1 j 


Jehaſhaphat' s good reign and death, 


A ND they continued three years wth war be- 
2 [\ tween Syria and Iſrael. And it came to paſs in 
the third year, that Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah _ 

3 came down to the king of Ifrael.* And the king of 
[{rael ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye that Ramoth i in 
Gilead [is] our's, and we [be] till, [ard] take it not 

out of the hand of the king of Syria? Ben-hadad ought 

to have reſigned is; and Ahab was the more ſolicitous about 

4 it, as it was an outline city, and a city of refuge. And 
Ahab made a great feaſt, and artfully drew Fehoſhaphat 

into alliance with him; and he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, _ 

Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king of Iſrael, I ſam} as 

thou [art,] my people as thy people, my horſes as thy 

Ji horſes : ; all the forces of Judah are at Ahat's ſervice. 

5 And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, En- 

quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lok p to day. 

Ahab never thought of this, but good king Jehoſhaphat pro- 
poſed it, as what was uſual for all pious perſons to do in 

6 warlike enterpriſes, Then the king of Iſrael gathered 

_ the prophets of the groves? together, about four hun- 
| fred men, and faid unto them, Shall I go againft 
 Ramoth- gilead to battle, or ſhall I forbear? And they 
aid, Go up; for the Loxp ſhall deliver [it] into the 
hand of the king; they all agreed that he Should 80, and . 
e, 15 8 

And Jehoſhaphat ba (ls there]! not here a prophet 5 
i the Lokb beſides, that we might enquire of him? 
ee he gas. to K fome fraud when he ſat their 

„ numbers 


” FEE 2 Kan viii. 18. it is ſaid that Jeboſhaphar fon had mar- 
tied Ahab's daughter. = 
? Theſe are called Ahab's prophets in v. 23, perhaps to inti- 8 
mate, that they were directed by him to propheſy in the name of 
the Lord, in order to deceive Jeboſhaphare e e 


11 propheſied before them. And Zedekiah the fon of | 


12 aclion, in imitation of the true prophets. And all the pro- 


14 And Micaiah ſaid, [As] the Toa. liveth, what the 


15 So he came to the king. And the king ſaid unto him, | 


HH. "TEINS TOE 


numbers, and their earneſt deſires for him to 20 105 and 
8 conſidering the idolatrous character of the court. And the 
king of "Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, [There is] yet 
one man, Micaiah the ſon of Imlah, by whom we may 
enquire of the Lord: but I hate him ; for he doth no: 

_ propheſy good concerning me, but evil. This Was 1 
reaſon why he ſhould not conſult him; he ought to have love 
him the better for his fidelity. And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, 
Let not the king ſay ſo; do not preſage evil to our enter. 
priſe, but let us hear what he ſaith, and then do as we fee 

9 cauſe, Then the king of Ifrael called an officer, and 
10 ſaid, Haſten [hither] Micaiah the ſon of Imlah. And 
the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah, 
ſat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a 
void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria, 
where the courts of juſtice were kept ;, and all the prophets 


Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he ſaid, Thus | 
- ſaith the Lorp, With theſe ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians, 


until thou have conſumed them. This was a ſymboiical 


| Phets propheſied fo, all agreed in the ſame ſentiment, | 

_ ſaying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead and proſper : tor the 
13 Loxp ſhall deliver [it] into the king's hand. And the 
meſſenger that was gone to call Micaiah, ſpake unto him 
| ſaying, | Behold now, the words of the prophets [declare] 
good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, ! 
pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and ſpeak 
that which is] good, do not be fingular by denouncing evil. 


Lomb faith unto me, that will I ſpeak, without fear or | 
partiality. A noble reſolution! and he ſhowed great courage 
and honeſty to ſay what follows before theſe two great kings. 


Micaiah, ſhall we go againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, 
or ſhall we forbear ? And he anſwered him, Go, and 
proſper; for the Logp ſhall deliver [it] into the hand 

of the king. This Was Jpoken emal, as Ahab plain) 
Perceived ; 


a He was probably now in r-prifon as a degraded prophet; con- 
Pare v. 26. | | | : | | = 


1. * 1 N 6 8, Alt; 26 


perceived as if he had ſaid, Yes, go by all Means, as theſe 
16 prophets adviſe thee, And the king faid unto him, 
How many times ſhall I adjure thee, that thou tell me 
nothing but [that which is] true in the name of the 
17 LoRD? And he ſaid, I ſaw in viſion all Iſrael ſcattered 
upon the hills, as ſheep that have not a ſhepherd; in a 
deſolate condition, routed and flying, having no head or ruler : 
and the Loxp ſaid, Theſe have no maſter: let them 
return every man to his houſe in peace; let them think 
18 of «war no more, but return home. And the king of II. 
rael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, Did I not tell thee that he 
would propheſy no good concerning me, but evil? His 
has always been his way; and therefore there is no heed to be 
: 19 given to what he faith, And he, Micaiah, confirmed his 
_ meſſage, and ſaid, Hear thou therefore the word of the 
LORD: I ſaw the Lozp fitting on his throne, and all : 
the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by him on his right hand 
20 and on his left. And the Lorp faid, Who ſhall per- 
| ſuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth- 
gilead? Having reſolved that he ſhall periſh by the Syrians, 
ie purpoſes various methads of bringing it about. And one 
ſaid on this manner, and another ſaid on that manner. 
21 And there came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood before the 
22 Lokb, and ſaid, I will 5585 him. And the Lorp 
ſaid unto him, WWhorewith ? And he ſaid, I will go 
forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all 
his prophets; I will ſuggeſt to his prophets what ſhall de- 
c tive and ruin him. And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade 
him, ] and prevail alſo: go forth, and do fo.” Now 
23 therefore, behold, the Lok p hath put a lying ſpirit in 


the mouth of all theſe thy prophets, he hath permitted 


4 lying ſpirit to poſſeſs them, and the Logp hath ſpoken 
e ce rning 1s hath determined thou ſhalt perijh. 


24 But 


My OY is not a OY repreſentation of any. thing done in the 
heavenly world, as if God was at a loſs for expedients, or had 
any hand in the fins of his creatures; but it is a parabolical or 
 Vitonary repreſentation, to let them know there was a higher 
king, that his providence was concerned about the affairs of "this | 


Ps and that he has various ways of bringing about his pur- 
pol; £5, ES : 
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24 But Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah, he chief of th: 


college of the falſe prophets, went near, and {mote Micaial: 


on the cheek, and ſaid, with intolerable inſolence, in the 
preſence of the king, Which way went the Spirit of the 


Lord from me to ſpeak unto thee ? How came the ſpirii 


fo ſuddenqy to paſs to thee, and inſpire thee with ſuch contrary | 
25 anſwers? And Micaiah did not return blow for blow, but | 
calmly ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt fee in that day, when 
thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyſelf | 


r' fear, leſt thou ſhouldſt be ſeized and puniſhed as a Gal 


2 26 prophet. And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take Micaiah, 


and carry him back unto Amon the governor of the 


27 city, and to Joaſh the king's ſon; And ſay, Thus faith 


the king, but this [fellow] in the priſon, and feed him 
with bread of affliction, and with water of affliction, until 
I come in peace; Keep him à cloſe priſoner, on hard fare, 
fill I return in peace and prove him to be a liar, then he ſhall 
be put to death, Alas! he had forgotten his own wiſe ſpeech to 
| Ben-hadad, let not lam that girdeth on the armour boa} 


28 os he that putteth it off. And Micaiah ſaid, if thou 


return at all in peace, the Lorp hath not ſpoken by 
me; Jam willing to put the proof of my miſſion on this fool. 


ing, let me die as a falſe prophet, if he returns in peace. | 
And he ſaid, Hearken, O people, every one of you; | 


mark whether Jam a true prophet or not. 


29 So the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat the king of 


30 Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of 
I Ifrael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, I will diſguiſe myſelf, and 


enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes; he 
thought they would make an attempt upon him if they pe- 
ceived him, and therefore gave the honour of the command is 
Jehoſhaphat. And the king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf | 
31 and went into the battle. But the king of Syria com- 


manded his thirty and two captains that had rule over 
his chariots, ſaying, Fight neither with ſmall nor great, 


fave only with the king of Iſrael; he had à particular 


ſpite againſt him, and above all things wiſhed to take hin 


232 priſoner. And it came to paſs, when the captains of the 
chariots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they ſaid, Surely it [is] 
the king of Iſrael; they thought, by his robe and attendants, 


thei | 


[EY 
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that he was ſo. And they turned aſide to fight againſt 
him: and Jehoſhaphat cried out; cried do the Lord for 

| help, as we read 2 Chron. viii. 31. and he moved them 10 
depart from him. God ſuffered this, to ſhow him his folly 
33 and guilt in forming fuch an alliance, And it came to paſs 
when the captains of the chariots perceived that it 
| [was] not the king of Iſrael, that they turned back 
from purſuing him. 
34 And a certain] man drew a how at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Iſrael between the joints of the har- 
nels; he drew it at a venture, but it hit the right man, and 
in the right place; it entered his breaſt: wherefore he ſaid 
unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and 
carry me out of the hoſt; for I am wounded, that the 
35 wound may be dreſſed, And the battle increaſed that day : 


and the king was willing ro ſtop lo give orders and animate 
his ſoldeers, but he wwas obliged to be ſtayed up in his cha- 


riot againſt the Syrians, and died at even: and the 


blood ran out of the wound into the midſt of the cha- 
36 riot. And there went a proclamation throughout the 
| hoſt, about the going down of the ſun, faying, Every 


man to his city, and every man to his own country; 


_ the king of Syria, hearing of Ahav's acath, Was e 10 
draw of. 5 
37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria ; and 
38 they buried the king in Samaria. And [one] waſhed 
- ht * dana in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked 
up his blood; and they waſhed his armour ; according 
unto the word of the LokD, which he ſpake, cn. xxi. 19. 
39 Now the reſt of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, 


and the ivory houſe which he made, and all the cities 


| that he built, [are] they not written in the book of the 
40 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? So Ahab ſlept with 
; "0 fathers; and Ahaziah his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


And Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Aſa began to reign over 


| Judah in the fourth your of Ahab TM of Iſrael. 
Jehoſhaphat | 


2 The ion in . 17. Was now | fulfilled. Ahab kad time enough T 
to think of Baal's altars, of Pen-hadad's eſcape, of Naboth's 


vineyard, and Micaiah's impriſonment; and to be filled with ters | 
nible agonies of conſcience, 


on 
6 


„ 
1 
. 
35 
* x 


e AA 
FF Jehoſhaphat [was] thirty and five years old when he 


began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in 
Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Azubah the 


: 43 daughter of Shilhi. Ard he walked in all the w ays of 


Aſa his father; he turned not aſide from it, doing 

that which was] right in the eyes of the Logo: never. 
theleſs the high places were not taken away, [for] the 

people offered and burnt incenſe yet in the high Babes 


44 And Jehoſhaphat made peace with the king of Ifrrel, - 


45 Now the reſt of the acts of Jchoſhaphat, ar his mi rb 
that he ſhowed, and how he warred, [are] they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 


46 Judah? And the remnant of the Sodomites, which re- 


mained in the days of his father Aſa, he took out 0 
47 the land. [There was] then no king in Edom : 


48 deputy [was] king. Jehoſhaphat made ſhips of Thar. 4 


ſhiſh to go to Ophir for gold : but they went not ; for 


49 the ſhips were broken at Ezion-geber. Then ſaid 


Anhaziah the ſon of Ahab unto Jehoſhaphat, Let my ſer- 
vants go with thy ſervants in the ſhips. But Jehoſhaphat 


: 50 would not. And Jehoſhaphat ſlept with his fathers, 


and was buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father: and Jehoram his ſon reigned in his ſtead.“ 


51 Ahaziah the ſon of Ahab began to reign over If- 


rael in Samaria the ſeventeenth year of Tehoſhaphat 


52 king of Judah, and reigned two years over Iſrael. And 


he did evil in the fight of the Lokb, and walked in the 
way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in 
the way of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made I- 


53 rael to fin: For he ſerved Baal, and worſhipped him, 


and provoked to anger the Los God of lirael, ac. 
| Frog! to al that his father had done. 


REFLECT: 


A more particular account of Jel zoſhaph at's reign, will be 


found in, 2 Chiron. xvii, xvii, xix, and xx chapters, Web may 
be read after this chapter, = 


I. KINGS: Ann © 
REFLECTIONS. 
ROM Ahab's ſparing Ben- hadad, and the con- 


ſequence of it, we are taught, that {paring our 
corruptions will only deceive our expectations, and prove 
our ruin, as Benhadad did to Ahab. We are required 
to ſubdue our iniquities ; if we ſpare them, we ſhall repent 
of our folly. They promiſe us eaſe and pleaſure, but we. 
= be diſappointed, and they will end in our deſtruction. 
We ſhould be ſolicitous to take divine direction in all. 
our ons, Ahab did not think of ns, but pious Jeho- 
ſhaphat did. In all our ways we ſhould acknowledge God, with 
a a determination to follow the leadings of his Providence, 
and the rules of his word; then will he direct and proſper 
our paths. 
Let us be willing that friends, and jninifters ſhould 
deal plainly with us when the ſoul is concerned. Thoſe 
_ prophets who deal in generals, and propheſy ſ. nooth things, 
are our greateſt enemies; yet men love to have it fo, Thoſe 
that will not have their miſtakes rectified by the word of 
God, will ſoon be undeceived by his Jacen and with 
they had taken warning. 
4. There is no judging of oth or er ror by Farben 
Unity is not always the mark of a true church, or true 
miniſters. The whole aſſembly of prophets, four hundred, 
were all wrong. One deſpiſed, perſecuted prophet, who 
_ differed from the reſt, had truth on his fide. Unanimity 
in opinion in the greateſt eccleſiaſtical councils is not an 
argument for truth. One man may poſſibly know more of 
the divine will, and underſtand his bible better, than a whole 
_ aſſembly of divines. Let us therefore bring every thing to 
te teſt of ſcripture, and not be the ſervants er 
5. Miniſters ſhould learn impartiality and courage in 
pronouncing the meſſages of God, and a purpoſe thoroughly 
to follow the intimations of the divine will, wherever 11 
may lead. Maicaiah, with a reſolution as high as heaven, 
and a pang of ſeraphic zeal, determined, v. 14. As the Lord 
level, what the Lord ſaith unto me, that you I ſpeck, A good 
pattern for all miniſters. They muſt declare the whole 


counſel 


= 
— 


* = 
- 4 3 2 
1 — 5 dr 5 5. Wi bs þ F* y 22 - — 
Z 
— — — — —— N —U—Vf̃ r ——j— — — 


* R 3 


r 


430 0 fs eee XXII. 
counſel of God, whether agreeable or difagreeable to their 


hearers. 
6. Let us eſtabliſh in our thoughts and our faith the 


univerſal providence of God. Micaiah declared this before 


two kings, with prophets and guards ſurrounding them, 


conſulting about war. He declared God to be the great 


univerſal king on his throne, while his heavenly hofts ſur. 
round him, all executing his orders, and that all the affairs 
of this lower world are under his direction. He determines 


what it will be, while men are conſulting how it may be or 
ſhould be, Ever remember this truth, /e Lord God cim. 
ripotent reigneth. | 


7. From the whole we learn, how dangerous i it is for ey 5 
men to get into bad company. Jehoſhaphat, by contract. 


ing an alliance with Ahab, brought evil upon himſelf and 
his houſe. He ſaw the prophet deſpiſed, abuſed, and im- | 
priſoned, without interpoſing; and was in danger of loſing 
his own life. The wiſeſt and beſt of men are not ſecure 


while in bad company; and tho? they may not be infected, 


yet they are often guilty of fins of omiſſion in not reproving 


others, and are in danger of learning their ways and being 
like them; at leaſt of being partakers in their fin. Our rule 
is to come out from among them, and be ſeparate , and have 1 


friendſhip with the wnfritilful t vorks . darkneſs, but to reſiſt 


and re prove them. ” 


*. . - LE 
Fad , * ; . | 


The ſecond Book of the KINGS, 


Called by the Seventy 


The fourth Book of the K IN G 8. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


75 I $ Book contains an account of the decline of the king doms 
* of Iſrael and Fudah, and the deſtruction of both. > the 
lajt 4 of 1 Kings, v. 5 1 79 the end, we find that Ahaziah 
walked in the way of his father Ahab, in worſhipping the calves, 
and of his mother Jezebel; he did not take warning by the death 
of his father , nor was he moved by the thre eatenings of Eli 128 i 
N fs mother and family. e 


CHAPTER 1. 


n wich is an account of Moab's rebellion ; of Ahazials fall, 


Elijalis prophecy of his death; and of his bringing down fre 5 
e heaven to deſtroy Ahazial”s meſſengers. 


Ex} HEN Moab rebelled againſt Iſrael, IM the | 
-- death of Ahab. Moab and Idom were ſubdued 


by David, but when the kingdom came to be divid- 
ed, Moab 2 to the ten tribes, and Edom to Fudali. Both 
revolted much about the ſame time. In the third Fane we 
have a farther account of this rebellion. 
2 And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his up- 1 5 
per chamber that [was] in Samaria, and was fick, as 
| dangerouſly hurt: and he lent meſſengers, and faid unto 
them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub tne god of Ekron 
3 whether I ſhall recover of this diſeaſe. But the angel 
1 of 
5 Ekron was a conſiderable city among the Philiſtines. Baal-zebub 
bnifies, the Lord of flies, He was looked upon as the tutelar deity of 
tneir country, who defended it from ſwarms of flies, which were 


treauent and pernicious, or delivered them from ſome peſtilence 
lat was attended wit! great ſwarms of flies. Fenn Ahaziah 


ſent. 
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of the Loy faid to Elijah the Tiſhbite, Ariſe, go up 
to meet the meſſengers of the king of Samaria, and 5 
unto them, [1s it] not becauſe [there is] not a God in 
Ifrael, [that] ye go to enquire of Baal zebub the god 


of Ekron ? Now therefore thus faith the Lorp, Thou 


ſhalt not come down from that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die for this affront to the G of 


ljradl, And Elijah departed to mount Carmel. And | 


when the meſſengers turned back unto him, he {aid | 
unto them, Why are ye now turned back without ey. 
cuting my orders? And they ſaid unto him, There came 
a man up to meet us, and ſaid unto us, Go, turn 


again unto the king that ſent you, and ſay unto him, 
Thus faith the Lory, [Is it] not becauſe [there 1s] 


not a God in Iſrael, [that] thou ſendeſt to enquire of 


| Baal-zebuhb the god of Ekron ? therefore thou ſhalt no: 


come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, | 
but ſhalt ſurely die. His diſcovering the errand 011 <vhicl, 


they were going, aſfected them ſo much that they could not by! 


regard what he ſaid. And he ſaid unto them, What | 


manner of man [was he] which came up to meet you, 


and told you theſe words! ? No wonder he Was Curious li 
know who it was. And they anſwered him, [He was] 


an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 


loins. And he ſaid, It [is] Elijah the Tiſhbite. 


Then the king ſent unto rocky a captain of fifty, with 


his fifty. He ſent the captain with authority to apprehend 


him and put him to death, elſe he need not have ſent ſo mai 


and if this was his deſion, it was ridiculous. For, if he was | 


a common man, there did not need ſo many; if he was a jr0- 


pPhiet, theſe and a thouſand more would not do the buſineſs. | 
And he went up to him : and, behold, he fat on the top 
of an hill. And he ſpake unto him in da very haughty 
and ſcornful manner, Thou man of God, the king hat 


10 


ſaid, Come down. And Elijah A e and faid to 
the captain of fifty, If I [be] a man of God, then |: 


_ fire come down, from heaven, and conſume thec and 
thy 


ſont here: becauſe his own Baal had deceived TA father, This vas 
ſo famous an idol, that the Prince of the gerek. Was called. by 


| the 


Jews, Baal- zebub. 


N C 433 
thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and 
11 conſumed him and his fifty. Again alſo he ſent unto 
him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 
anſwered and ſaid unto him, O man of God, thus hath 
12 the king ſaid, Come down quickly. And Elijah anſwer- 
ed and ſaid unto them, If I [be] a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven and conſume thee and thy fifty. 
And the fire of God came down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed him and his fifty.” RC ERTIES 
13 And he ſent again a captain of the third fifty with his 
fifty: and the third captain of fifty went up, and came 
and fell on his knees before Elijah, and beſought him, 
and ſaid unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my 
life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſervants, be precious in 
14 thy fight. Behold, there came fire down from heaven, 
and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with 
their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in 
1; thy fight. And the angel of the Lozp ſaid unto Eli- 
jah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he 
16 aroſe, and went down with him unto the king.“ And 
he faid unto him, Thus faith the Lord, Foraſmuch as 
thou haſt ſent meſſengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the 
god of Ekron, [is it] not becauſe [there is] no God in 
Irael to enquire of his word? therefore thou ſhalt not 
Yol 0H. )))) 
 * Tixpar, enquires, Where was the juſtice in killing theſe men 
for delivering a blunt meſſage? We aniwer, that the temper and 
conduct of Elijah is not to be arraigned, becauſe it was evident- 
ly approved of God; and the circumſtances of the caſe, and the 
temper of the king . and the people, were ſufficient to vindicate 
tne action. It was deſigned to convince the king of his folly, and 
to recover a regard and eſteem for the Lord's prophets, when the 


people ſaw that they were ſo immediately under the divine care, | 


tow many millions have been ſacrificed to the pride and obſtinacy 
ot princes! yet our tender hearted deiſts are grieved for theſe poor 
=2, more. than for al of mam Eon ie ior ĩĩ ĩ ran 
This third captain was ſenſible of the hand of God in this 
ling, and acknowledges that Elijah was indeed a prophet; he be- 
ieved his intereſt in God, and did not come willingly, but merely 
w over ; 
This was a great inſtance of faith and courage, conſidering 
lou obnoxious he was to the king and Jezebe], eſpecially after 
Gftroying the captains, and threatening the king's death. It ſhows 
Mat tho” he did not come before, it was not for fear of the king 
ar Ute captains, but becauſe he would magnify his office. 
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come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, 
17 but ſhalt ſurely die. So he died according to rhe word 
of the LoR D which Elijah had ſpoken. And Jehoram 
his brother reigned in his ſtead, in the ſecond year of 
Jehoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat king of Judah; be. 
18 cauſe he had no ſon. Now the reſt of the ads off 
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1 Ahaziah which he did, [are] they not written in the 
| 1 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael!!hßh! 
=_ KEE CT-1-U.N:S; 
[5 1. (NEE on what a precarious tenure princes, as well as 
. 0 others, hold their lives. Ahaziah thought himſelf 
a fate in his houſe; but he fell, and languiſhed, and died. 
oo ts This is a warning to us to be always ready, as we are al 
= liable to accidents where we leaſt expect them; wwe ſtand in 
| Jeopardy every hour, Tt teaches us not to put our truſt in | 


Princes. Man at his beſt late is altogether vanity. 


. 2. Practical atheiſm is at the bottom of our forgetfulneſs 
1 of God and departure from him; I it not becauſe there is 11 
i Ged in Tjrael? An expoſtulation proper to be put to many 
* profeſſing chriſtians, who believe in God, and profeſs to 
know him, but in works deny him, If there is a God in 
 Hrael, an eternal, unchangeable, all-ſufficient God, why 
do they make a god of their bellies and of their money, 
and feck poſſeſſions in this world, and put any creature in 
God's place? Alas! atheiſm is at the bottom of all this. 
Is it nos becauſe they think here is no God in Iſrael? _ 
4 3. Obſerve the folly and obſtinacy of men, and to what 
a Cegree of hardneſs the human heart is capable of arriv-| 
A ing. See it in the folly of Ahaziah ſending to Ekron, to 
* enquire whether he ſhould recover. He was not ſolicitous 
P bow to behave in his ſickneſs, or what ſhould become of 
1 him after death; but only to kno whether he ſhould re- 
| Cover, And this folly is acted over in every age. See nis 
|, oObſcinacy in ſending one detachment after another, 15 he 
4 : re Fo e hae 


e The ſecond year in which Jeboram's ſon reigned with him 
he wos viceroy while the king went to Ramcth-gilead, that it 
he ſhould be flain there might be nc debate about the ſucceſſol. 

| This occaſions ſome confalicn in the dates of the reigns; nich 
1s a very common thing in all hiſories. - 55 
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knew they were ſlain by a miracle. We ſee it alſo in the 
captains, in going when they ſaw the carcaſes of their com- 
panions perhaps ſmoking before their eyes. To what a 

mentable degree of hardneſs of heart, and to what a pitch 
of vickedneſs, may men arrive, whe n they forſake God, 


and he forſakes them N 
1. We are here taught the different ſpirit of the law and 


| the ape Elijah acted by divine impulſe, and worthy 


ends were to be anſwered by it. We read in Luke ix. 54. 
that the diſciples James and John wanted to call down fire 
from heaven to conſume the Samaritans, even as Elias did, 


But Chriſt rebuked his difciples for it. The goſpel i inflicts 


10 ſuch ſeverities on offenders; Ye knory not, ſays Chriſt, 


what ſpirit ye are of. Elijah was all zeal for God; you are 
na paſſion, He did it for God's glory; you for your 
own honour and reputation. The ſon of man is not come 1 
roy men's lives, but to ſave lim. J. tante iS f. ne, 1 will 
repay, ſaith the Lord. 
5. We ſee the folly of contending with God, and the 
dom of ſubmitting to him. The third captain was wiſe, 
otherwiſe he had been deftroyed with the reſt. The only 
way to avoid the wrath of God, is to bow 8 beſore 
him, and beg our lives and the life of our ſouls from 
im. The fear of his terrible majeſty and wrath, and a 
recolletion of the fatal conſequences attending the pre- 
umption and obſtinacy of others, ſhould promote in us 
an humble and penitent ſubmiſſion, Let us bow our necks 
o the ſceptre of his grace, leſt he daſh us to Pieces, or 
conſume us, in his hot diſpleaſure. 
6. See how ſafe good men are in following where God 


kads. An angel bids ls Elijah go, and he goes, not fearing _ 
tle rat! F the king. It was ſtrange, that he who ſent for 


him again and again in ſuch a mad rage, hould let him go. 


But even king's hearts are in the hand of the Lord. Learn 


kence, to follow the leadings of providence, to truſt God 


n the way of duty, and to ſay, The Lord is my helper, L 


1 ſear what man can do unto me. Heb. xlli. 6. 
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Elijah, after taking leave of his friends, and dividing the wat! 


1 A ND it came to paſs, when the Lorp would take g 


3 not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el. Aud 


: 5 came to Jericho, And the ſons of the prophets that 


6 and Eliſha returns the ſame anfwwver. And Elijah, 16 ti) 


circuit to ſettle the colleges, and to counſel and pray with them, 


 lfraelites had their firit encampment, where the covenant was ke. 
newed, and the twelve ſtones ſet up. | 


ed to the ret; Eliſha, full of thought, and big with the expects 
ation of it, only deſires them to be calm and ſedate, to walt tk 
event, and mark every action. e | e 


/ Jordan, is tranſlated; Eliſſia's ſorrow on that account, 


up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Fj. 

2 jah went with Eliſha from Gilgal.. And Elijah fad! 
unto Eliſha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Log! 
hath ſent me to Beth- el: Elijah might ſay this, to expreſ; | 

his own unwillingneſs to have it ſeen, and to try Eliſſas 
fidelity and zeal, Beth-el was a noted place in the patriarchal 
ages, but was now the ſeat of idolatry; yet there wa: al 
ſchool of the prophets there. And Eliſha ſaid [unto him, 
As] the Loxp liveth, and [as] thy ſoul liveth, I will | 


the ſons of the prophets that [were] at Beth-el came 
forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, Knoweſt thou that 
the Lorp will take away thy maſter from thy head to 
day? from being thy teacher and governor ? And he ſaid, 
4 Yea, I know [it;] hold ye your peace.? And Elijah 
_ ſaid unto him, Eliſha, tarry here, I pray thee ; for the 
Loxp hath ſent me to Jericho; where was another cdl. 
lege of the prophets. All theſe ſocities Elijah viſited befare 
tis tranſlation. And he ſaid, [As] the Loxb liveth, and} 
[as] thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they] 


[were] at Jericho came to Eliſha, and faid unto him, 
Knoweſt thou that the Lokp will take away thy matter 
from thy head to day? And he anſwered, Yea, I know 
[1t;] hold ye your peace. They bear the ſame leſtinom, 


him once more, ſaid unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; 


Elijah, having intimation of his intended removal, takes a 


He and Eliſha ſet out from Gilgal, a remarkable place, where the 


« This great event was revealed to ſome of them, and publiſh 


„% 1 
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for the Loxp hath ſent me to Jordan. And he ſaid, 
[As] the Lord liveth, and [as] thy foul liveth, l will 
not leave thee; he was determined not to part from him, 
knowing that his aſcenſion was very near. And they two 

nent on. Elijah would permit none but Eliſha to attend 
him. And fifty men of the ſons of the prophets went, 
and ſtood to view afar off; to 95ſerve this great event, and 
10 be witneſſes of it to others : and they two ſtood by Jor- 
dan. And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped ſit] 
together, and ſmote the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, ſo that they two went over on dry 


ground. God permitted this extraordinary wache 10 grace 
the laſt day of his abode on earth. 


And it came to paſs, when they were gone over, 1 


that Elija ah ſaid unto {litha, no doubt by divine warrant, 
Af what I ſhall do for thee, what favour 1 ſhall requeſt 
for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Eliſha | 
faid, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy ſpirit be 
upon me; not that he might have twice as much as Elijah, 
but, as the eldeſt child had a double portion, he deſires to 
ade a portion more than his brethren, as his ſucceſſor in the 
important and d:fficult work of opal, ing the prevailing cor- 
lo ruptions and 1dolatry of the times. And he faid, Thou 
haſt aſked a hard thing, a rare and F/ ag lar bleſſing, whick 
Cod does not uſually beſtow : [aeverthele(s,] if thou re me 
[when I am] taken from thee, it ſhall be ſo unto thee; 
II but if not, it ſhall not be ſſo. F And it came to paſs, as 
they ſtill went on, and talked, perhaps of the ſtate to which 
Elijah was going, or the duty of his ſucceſſor, that, behold, 
| [there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, : 
and parted them both aſunder; and Elijah went up by 
a whirlwind into heaven; an „t of angels, appearing like 
4 Chariot and horſes, immediately took hum up, and carried 
© off. 
And Eliſha ſaw lit, and he cried, ina mixture of 
Ee 5 qo. 


b His 3 him contd have no material influence in the be- 
tonment of the blefling ; but he had a ſecret impreſſion on his 
nin! that there would be a connection between Eliſha's ſeeing 
him taken away and God's granting tne petition. By this means 
* would be led to keep his mind more attentive to the wonder- 
# ene, and more fit to bear witnets or it. Ny 
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3 f. KINGS I a 
| aftoniſiment and ſorrow, My father, my father, te 


ſhould talk of God's wondrous works, recommend his 
ways, and ſpeak on his behalf. This is a good frame toll 
die in; and C/ ed is that ſer vant, hom his Ez When i 
cometh, ſhall find fo doing. 
„ 4 WE O mould ear neltly define and tabour to bee the 
ſpirit of our predeceſſors; to equal, yea, to exceed ou: 
brethren and fellow labourers, 0 5 only! in their ſtate and] 
learning, but in piety and zeal, Eliſha did not deſire the 
great things of this world for himſelf, but his father“ 
ſpirit. It ſhould be the object of our deſire, to ſerve God! 
zs faithfully as cur fathers have done; and have the ſams 
grace, to carry us honourably and uſefully thro lie, and 
to enable us to finiſh it well, ö 


= of divine wiſdom and goodneſs in the tranſlation of Elijal. 
It was a reward for his diſtinguiſhed piety, zeal, courage, 
and patience; a proof of a fature ſtate; and an encour?ge-l 
ment to young prophets eſpecially, to be faithful amid 
idolatry and oppoſition. God makes his angels JP! 5 0 
winds, aud his miniſters a flame of fire, which implics ip (Cf 
dor, and not terror. They are as a whurlwind for ſpect 


chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof; 4 br 'Thier 
and ſurer defence of thy country than chariots and dee 
ale ing in alluſron to the forms in which the angels appeared 


And he ſaw him no more: and he took hold of his own | 


clothes, and rent them in two pieces. This ſhowed thi; 


he ſew him aſcend, and he expreſſed his ſorrow by reiding ji; 


garments, grieving for las own great . and the 4 it the 
publl Ic lick, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 E infer, that thoſe who are old and going to 
| heaven, ſhould be concerned for the Tarte | 

of the riſing generation; ſhould inſtruct them and coun{e| 
them. Thus Elijah did in his circular viſits. He did not! 
cloſe his day with meditation and devotion only, but was! 
active to the laſt, holding religious diſcourſe with Eliſha, 


till he was taken to heaven, Thus aged and dying faint 


3. Let us thankfully meditate on this illuſtrious l 


U 


r op — 
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ut not for violence. Thus angels now conduct good men 
o beaven; and at the laſt day, when e elements ſhall 
melt coil fervent heat, and the heavens ſhall be on fire, the 
fins ſhall be caught up in the clouds, ſhall mount up, like 
Elijah, to heaven. Many curious queſtions about him are 
vain, If we would find him, let us imitate his faith and 
patience, his courage and zeal, Then will God ſend his 
chariot to fetch us home. Let us long for this, and ſay, 
Wig is ns Chariot fo long in Coming Hy 44 * the wheels of 
kis chariot ? 

4. The removal of uſeful men, eſpecially of prophets, 
es to be lamented, how honourable and comfortable 
ſoerer the circumſtances of that removal may have been. 
[tis a loſs to us; they were our fathers and guides; it is a 
os to the publick. It is better to loſe many men of war, 
Tomufter ſoldiers, and loſe ſaints, is a dreadful exchange : . 
lerefore, wohen the & periſh, tet us lay it 10 heart. 8 


8 1 A P. 11. 13, to the end. 


ij ſucceeds Eli ah as 4 ; prophet; he enters on his PL and 
works ſeveral mit acles.. © 


1 T E took up alſo the mantle of E lijah that fell 

from him, as a pledge of his ſucceeding him in the 

_ office, and went back, and ſtood by the bank of Jordan; 

14 And he took the the of Elijah that fell from him, 

and ſmote the waters, and ſaid, Where [is] the LoRp 
God of Elijah?! and when he alſo had ſmitten the 


went over. 
3 And when the ſons of the pipes which [were] to 
view at Jericho ſaw him, either when they ſaw this mira- 


2 like 29 , they ſaid, The ſpirit of jus doth ; 

DE , on 
This was not an DRE Te of diſtruſt, but of his humble de- 
pendence on God, and cheerful expectation that he would be with 
bim, and appear on his behalf.— here is a word omitted by the 


wanſlators after Elijah, he alſo; is he alſo gone? as if he had ſaid, 
le is in a being, is ſtill the lame ; : tho! my facher is gone, God 1 is not. 


waters, they Parted hither and thither : and Elina 


dle, or, (as Bp. Clayton ſuppoſes,) when they ſaw his face 


440 


16 


"oy 


make them aſhamed of their 0Wn  miſtare, and n ome al 


10 
5 2 20 


21 


waters, and caſt the ſalt in there, and fa; id, Thus 1aith 
22 
faying of Eliſha which he ſpake. Hereby El iſha's charae- | 


ter and authority were confirmed, This Was a mir cle , 
mercy, the next, of judement. : 


7. 


k The prophets were - ſometimes tranſported From place to place, 


as 


was removed, his body might be left; and. they were defirous ef 
giving it an honourable burial. 
i Perhaps there was ſome. unwholeſome ſpring 1 near the colleg 5 
» This was a very unlikely means, (as when Chiitt anoinicd 
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on Eliſha. And they came to meet him, 480 bowed | 

| themſelves to the ground before him, in token of re. 
verence and ſubjefiion to him, as the father of the pro; hett. 
This was amiable humility, conſidering that he was git , | 
common farmer, and they were all trained up in the fe 1 75 if 
the prophets. And they ſaid unto him, Behold now, | 
there be with thy ſervants fifty ftrong men; [et them | 
go, we pray thee, and ſeek thy maſter: leſt peradven. | 
ture the Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him up, and] 
caſt him upon ſome mountain, or into ſonte valley,* | 
And he faid, Ye ſhall not ſend, it will be 10 no Pro Poſe | 
And when they urged him till he was aſhamed, he tai, 
Send. They ſent therefore fifty men; and they {ought } 
three days, but found him not. And when they cane 
again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho) he fad 419 | 
them, Did I not ſay unto you, Go not? This 554i 


greater regard to Eliſha. _ | 

And the men of the city ſaid unto Eliſha, Behold, o 
pray thee, the ſituation of this city [is | pleafant, as f 
lord ſeeth : but the water [is] naught. and the g1ownd Y 
barren.” And, 70 prevent any ſuſpicion of fraud, a to] 
foto there cas no merit in weſjels, he ſaid, Bring mea} 
new cruſe, and put falt therein.” And they brougrt [it] 
to him. And he went forth unto the ſpring of rhe 


the Lob, I have healed theſe waters; there ſhall not 
be from thence any more death or barren [land.] S0 
the waters were healed unto this day, according to the 


And he went up. trom thence unto o Beth 4 t caſo 
5 Re DEL | : thei 


Philip, Add, viii. 39. or they. might ſuppoſe that it his ſpirn 


a man's eyes with clays) to how chat it was Wrought. only b 
God's Power. | 


II. K NS. N. i 
lem under the loſ of Elijah, and to ſhow that he was his 
ſucceſſor : and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, young men, 
capable of knowing good and evil, and mocked him, and 
ald unto him, Go up, thou baldhead; go up, thou 
24 baldhead ® And he turned back, and looked on them, 
and curſed them in the name of the Losp, by an im- 
mediale impulſe from him. And there came forth two ſhe | 
bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children 
25 of them.“ And he went from thence to mount Carmel, 
10 ſpend ſome time in meditation and prayer; and from 
thence he returned to Samaria, to more active an of - 
Palme? and ag. 


REFLECTIONS. 
| S Wo N Aaints and faithful b * it is 


an unſpeakable comfort for us to think that 
God lives. E. lijah | is gone, but Elijah's God till lives, and 
we know where to find him. Let us ſeek him, and live 
near to him. In vain do we put on the prophet's mantle, 
without che pr ophet's God. The gar ments, eſtates, and 
books of predeceſſors avail nothing, if we have not their 
God, = ba We are of hee ers 4 ys, who thro JE and patience . 


| ore | 3 


D Beth 5 was the ſeat of Ahab's ble PTY the people were 
ſo degenerate as to have a particular contempt for the Lord's 
prophets. It is probable that they ſent out theſe children to in- 
ſult Eliſha and make a jeſt of his natural infhrmity; accordingly, 
they called him an old bald-pated fool, and bid him get up to 


heaven after his maſter, fur they did not want his company there, 


They were vexed to have a college or divinity ſchool among them, 


ard were uſed to revile the prop-ets and ſtudents, This diicovered 25 


rooted impiety, and a ſettled averſion to God's prophets. 

The bears deſtroying o many, proves that they. were execu- 
tioners of the divine vengeance; for two or three children would 
have ſatisfied their hunger, and the reſt would have eſcaped. An 
awful Providence, detigned to awaken a ſenſe of religion in the 
minds of thoſe idolaters; to promote their veneration for the pro- 


phet; to impreſs the riſing generation with religious tear, as the 


death of theſe children was ſo terrible; and to lead them all to 
argue, that if the children were {lain for only mocking God's 


Prophet, how much more ſhall grown up perſous be 88 for . 


| fonunually perſecuting and killing theme 


+ 
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are now mher Ving the promiſes, their God will be Our hf 
| Sar 
even ue death, and our God for ever and ever. 
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. Let. This awful ſtory be a warning to children and 
young people. It can hardly be doubted but that th 1 


one end God intended ſhould be anſwered by it. I the care 
of your words; do not mock people for their infirmit' co; 
| eſpecially the ag — He : nfirm. If you ſcoff at his people 
and minit-rs 8 God hears, and wi m zuniſh thoſe who do 0. 
Parents ſhould en warn their children of this danger, 


: A 
dec 


they {Fer in their children's Calf 18s, as theſe e ters 


did. We can never expect good from thoſe children whoſe | 
education is neglecte d. It is in vain to grieve for miſcar. } 
riages which tht care might have prevented. Tray up 0 


child in the <way lie Shouts. go, nd when Ae is 01d he will no! 


4 depart from 10. 


3 . * 4 * * * * f 1 
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4 war between Jehoram and his Ms end Moab, th fre "all 


to which they were reduced, and their deliverance; With heir 
complete Victory over the Moabites, 


7 0 W Jehoram the ſon of Ahab began to reign 
1 N over Iſrael in Samaria the eighteenth year of 
3 king of Judah, and reigned twelve years, 

2 And he wrought evil in the ſight of the Loxp; but no! 
ke his father, and like his mother: for he put aw: ay 
the image of Baal that his ſather had made; alarmed H 
«chat had befallen his father and brother, and by war break 
ing out, he removed the image of Baal; and Jezebel hi. 


_ mother ſubmitted to this, being firuck with the calamities thi! 


2 were coming upon the family.” Nevertheleſs he cleaved 


| unto the fins of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, which 
made Ifrael to fin; he departed not therefrom z he lofi 5 
the calves handing, Pecauſe that was the fupport of ther | 
devotion, . 
4 And Meſha king of Moab was a ; ſheep axaſter, 1 and 
, rendered unto. the King of Lrael an hundred thou Wy 
| lam 39 
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- Add and : an hundred thouſand rams, with the wool. = 
But it came to paſs, when Ahab was dead, that the 
king of Moab rebelled azainſt the king of Iirael,9 1 5 
6 And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the ſame 
time, and numbered all Ifrael, with a deſgn to ſubdue 
the Moabites. And he went and ſent to Jehoſhaphat the 
king of Judah, ſaying, The king of Moab hath re- 5 
belled againſt me: wilt thou go with me againſt Moab _ 
to battle? And he ſaid, I will go up: I [am] as thou 
ſart,] my people as thy people, [and] my horſes as 
thy horſes. (1 Kings XXil. 4.) Fehoſhaphat was induced to 
© this, partly by Fehoram's reformation, and ; Oe e 
8 Moabites had lately invaded him, 2 Chron. xxi. And he 
called a counſel, aud conſulted them, and faid, Which way 
hall we go up! ? And he anſwered, I he way through 
the wilderneſs of Edom; becauſe the Moabites were weak-. 
of there, and they ſhould have the aſſiſtance of the Edomites, 
; 0 who were tributary io Judali. (See ch. i. 1.) So the 
1 king of Iſrael went, and the king of Judah, and the 
king of Edom: and they fetched a compaſs of ſeven 
days' journey, round the dead ſea, that they might attack 
them where they were leaſt expected aud not prepured to re- 
ceive them; and they caine into that part of the wilderneſs 
where their fathers wanted water, Exodus xi. S. and there 
was no water for the hoſt, and for the cattle that fol- 
10 lowed them. And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Alas! that 
the Loxp hath called theſe three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab! This was a paſo 
"4 onate aud inſolent complaint ; for he had not conſulted God, 
11 nor prayed for help. But Jehoſhaphat, the pious king of 
Juda, ſaid, [Is there] not here 4 prophet of the 
Lok b, that we may enquire of the Lokb by him? 


And one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants anſwered and 
faid, Here [is] Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat, which pour- 


tim as d menial ſervant, | None knew what a It "eafure and + 
friend | 


P This was his tribute, ond. was paid in kind; this it was that | 
en: bled Solomon to offer up ſuch numerous fſacriiices. 
PHE" rebellion began in the time of Ahaziah, <>. i. but 


reigned only a ſhort time; and, being lick, did not attempt to 
| reduce them, | | | | 


ne fa 


ed water on the hands of Elijah, that is, waited upon 


Pow” gn 
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fore whom I ſtand, ſurely, were it not that | regard the | 
preſence of Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah, 1 would 


not look toward thee, nor ſee thee z a regord 10 Jeſiſſa. 
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friend they had in the camp; perhaps he came by the ſpecial 


12 


directions of providence. And Ichoſhaphat ſaid, The 


' werd of the Lokb is with him. So the king of Iſrael 
and Jchoſhaphat and the king of Edom went down to 
him; hearing that he tas Elijal's ſucceſſor, and of the exlr a 


ordinary wires he had done, they all went down do him 1; 


1 3 Show (im the greater reſpect. And Eliſha ſaid unto Fehe. 
ram the king of Iſrael, What have I to do with thee? 


8 get t thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the proj YNets 
of thy mother; prophets whom he ſtill openly avowed, and 


_ perheps hed ſome of them c with him, And the king of Iſrael 


ſaid unto him, Nay, it ig vain do apply to them: for the 
| Lok RD hath called theſe three kings together, to deliver 
them into the hand of Moab; mtimating that none but 


Ged could help them ; and hoping, that if he had no regard , 
to him, he would not ſuffer the other two kings 7 periſh, = 


And Eliſha ſaid, [As] the Loxp of hoſts liveth, be- 


i phat's piety clone diſpoſed him to uſe his intereſt with heave 


15 5 for them But now bring me a minſtrel. And it came 


£1 16 


to paſs when the minſtrel played, that the hand of the 
Lokp came upon him.” And he ſaid, Thus faith the 
Losp, Make this valley full of ditches. For thus 


faith the Lonp, ye ſhall not ſee wind, neither ſhall ye 
ſee rain; yet that Valley ſhall be filled with water, that 


ye may drink, both ye and your cattle, and your 

18 
tbe Lonp, e promiſe goes farther ; he will deliver the 

19 


beaſts, And this is but] a light thing in the ſight of 
Moabites alſo into your hand. And ye ſhall {mite 


every fenced city, and every choice city, and ſhall fell 


every good tree, and ſtop all wells of water, and n mar 


every good piece of land with ſtones.“ 


» Eliſba was probably ruffled and aiſcompoſed at the preſence 
of this idolatrous king; the ſpirit of prophecy was not at his 


com 


mand; it was necefiary to be compoſed and calm to receive 


the divine oracles; and when the muſick had TONS his mind, 
8 God was pleaſed to reveal himſelf to him. 
This was contrary to the politive precept in the law, but was 
diſpenſed with by the command of the Fee and in other e. 


traordinar y caſes. 


1 


VV 


20 And it came to paſs | in the morning, when the meat 
Gering was offered at the temple in Jeruſalem, and when 
he and the pious Iſraelites joined their p7eyers, that, benold, 

there came water by the way of Edom, and the coun- 
try was filled with water, which probably came from the 
21 rocks, And when all the Moabites heard that the kings 
were come up to fight egaipſt them, they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and upward, and 
ſtood in the border of their country, lo defend themſelves. 


ſhone upon the water, and the Moabites ſaw the water 
23 on the other ſide [as] red as blood: And they ſaid, 
This [is] blood: the kings are ſurely ſlain, and they 
have ſmitten one another: now therefore Moab, to the 
24 ſpoil. And when they came to the camp of Iſrael, the 
Iſraelites roſe up and ſmote the Moabites, ſo that they 
fled before them: but they went forward ſmiting the 
25 Moabites, even in [their] country. And they beat 
daovn the cities, and on every good piece of land 
caſt every man his ſtone, and filled! it; and they ſtop- 
pee all the wells of water, and felled all the good trees, 
intending to depopulate the country, that they might have 19 
more diſturbance from fuch neighbours : only in Kir-haraſeth 


of; howbeit the flingers went about [it, ] and {mote it ; : 
they beſieged it in form, and made breaches BEE 3 
26 And when the king of Moab ſaw that the battle was 
too fore for him, he took with him ſeven hundred men 

| that drew ſwords, to break through [even] unto the 


weakeſt there :* but they could not, and were repulſed, 
27 Then he took his eldelt ton that ſhould have reigned, 


OL 
. t The Abi e there was no water. there, 1 that ng”. 


want of water, or ſome other cauſe, and deſtroyed one another, 
Remembering what a quarrel there was between them and their 
allies when Jehoſhaphar oppoſed them, 2 Chron, xx. and fo con- 
ticent were they of this matter, that, without ſending any ſcouts, _ 
ry marched in diſorder to ſeize the ſpoils, £ 
Perhaps he had perſonal reſentment againſt him, Edom hav- 
ing been formerly allied to Moab; or he thought, that being 
mercenaries, they would ſoon fly, | 


22 And they roſe up early in the morning, and the (un. 


the capital city, (Iſa. xvi. 11.) left they the ſtones there= 


king of Edom, thinking to attack him, the army being 5 


rain had fallen, concluded that they had quarreled thro? rage for 
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Jehoram put away the i images, but not the calves. 
do ſinners put away ſome fins, but keep others; and think 


to their idols, as Jehoram was; 


ſtudied 1 in the ſchools of the prophets. 
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in his fd. and offered him [for] a burnt offering u 
on the wall 70 his god Chemoſb, lo ſecure his favour, And 
there was great indignation againſt Iſrael, or rather, 
great indignation and remorſe in Iirael; they were ſo affefted 
and grieved at this barbarous action, that they raiſed th; 
lege and returned home : and they departed from him, 
and returned to o [their own] land, 


R E | * E 955 T I 0 N 8. 
OW mittel FR thoſe, who put up with a par- 


tial regard to God's law, deceive themſelves 
Thus 


to pleaſe God by ſuch partial obedience: but they affront 
Mi and deceive themſelves. He !hat keepetth the whole law, 


and offends only in one point, is guilty of all, 


2, See how prone good men are to fall into the ſame 


fault for which they have ſmarted. | Jehoſhaphat had ſuf. 
fered by his alliance with Ahab, 2 Chron, xviii. and had 
once bravely reſolved agaipſt ſuch connections; but here 
he falls into the ſame ſin again. 
warning, Good men often think, that whatever other 
errors they may fall into, they ſhall never fall into thoſe 
for which they have ſuffered and been penitent. 
is danger even of this. Let hun that thunketh he Handel, tale 


| heed, leſt he fall. 


This was written for our 


But there 


3. Learn how vain the confidence of iner is in the day 
of diſtreſs. What confuſion will they be in when ſent to 
get thee to the prophets © ty | 


father and thy mother. So, when conſcience 1s alarmed, or 


ſiekneſs or death approaches, what will ye do when ſent to 
your money, to your pleaſures, to your gay company? can 
they ſave you? Think of ſuch ſeaſons. 
| Fee” what Fri will ye then have in theſe Hangs. * which Ju 
doll be aſhamed? 


They will come; 


4. We have here an 1 of the ulld of Swe 


in moderating the paſſions and compoſing the mind. Fliſha 


played on a minſtrel for this purpoſe; and therefore it was 
Among the hea- 
thens 


IL KING S. IV. —— - 4 


mens it was always recommended and many inſtances of 
is remarkable effects are recorded. It is an agreeable en- 


| tertainment for young people, if they do not ſpend too 


much time about it. The love of it is generally reckoned 
a ſign of a good temper; and the moderate uſe of it may 
help to mend a bad one. _ 
It is neceſſary to govern our - paſſions if we Ane the 
ſirit of God to reſt upon us. Anger or fretfulneſs drives 
way the ſpirit. The peaceful dove flies © rom railing, noiſe, 
ind ſtrife, Therefore let not anger, wrath and bitterneſs he 
once found among us, if we defire his influences to improve 
our virtues, and afford us ſtrong conſolation. _ 
6. See the regard to be ſown to good ad bad men. 
The prophets indeed are not always models for us. It is 
not fit that we ſhould ſay to a king, What have I to do 
with thee ? tho? a prophet might. Eliſha had great re- 


ſpe& for Jehoſhaphat, but he "would not even look upon 


ſchoram.” It is the character of a good man that à vile 
perſon 15 contemned in his fioht, however great, ang 4 he love, 


and honours all that fear the Lord. 


-, Obſerve the folly and a of idolatry, in the i in⸗ 


human rites with which they think to appeaſe their deities. 


The king of Moab offered up his eldeſt "fon with this de- 
fon, It was a common practice in the heathen world. 
There are accounts of many ſuch ſacrifices among the In- 
dians in later years. Let us lament the degeneracy of human 


nature, that is capable of offering ſuch unnatural and crue} 


ſacrifices 3 and pray God to lead them to a better know. _ 


ledge, and to fend them the glorious light of the goſpel. 
Theſe inſtances ſhould make us thankful that we enjoy it. 


lle hath not dealt fa with many. other Nations : g tet us . 
my the Lord. 


c II A P. | IV. 
: 2 fy 25 an account of more of Eliſha” S miracles, per- 


formed for the honour of true religion, and the e 
-v / thoſe who adhered to ts _ 
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OW there cried a certain woman of the wives 


| of the ſons of the prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, 


Thy ſervant my huſband is dead; and thou knoweſt 
that thy ſervant did fear the Loxp; he did not join in th; 
idolatry of the place, and was perhaps impoveriſhed by Jozy. | 
bes perſecution : and the creditor is come to take untq | 


him my two ſons to be bondmen. And Eliſha ſaid unto 


her, What ſhall J do for thee ? tell me, what haſt thou ! 
in the houſe? And ſhe ſaid, Thine handmaid hath not 
any thing in the houſe, ſave a pot of oil; as ſhe had lit. | 
lle or no money, he aſked what was in the houſe, which miglt | 
Je ſold to pay the debt. Then he ſaid, Go, borrow thee | 
veſſels abroad of all thy neighbours, [even] empty veſ- 
ſels; borrow not a few. The neighbours might wonder | 
why ſhe borrowed ſo many veſſels, and might have curioſity 


to enquire into the cauſe , therefore he adds, And when 


thou art come in, thou ſhalt ſhut the door upon thee 
and upon thy ſons, 70 prevent their too great curioſily, 1 
| hinder the importunity of the creditors, to avoid any ojten- | 


tation of the miracle, and that thou mayeſt have liberty, t1 


uſe proper devotional expreſſions on the occaſion; and thi 
ſhalt pour out into all thoſe veſſels, and thaw ſhalt ſet I 
aſide that which is full. So ſhe went from him, and 
| ſhut the door upon her and upon her ſons, who brought 
[the veſſels] to her; and ſhe poured out. And it came | 
to paſs, when the veſſels were full, that ſhe ſaid unto 


her fon, Bring me yet a veſſel. Aud he ſaid unto her, 


[There 1s] not a veſſel more. And the oil ſtayed. 


Then ſhe came and told the man of God. And he 


ſaid, Go, ſell the oil, and pay ay debt, 5 and live thou 
and 'thy children of the reſt. 


And it fell on a day, that Eliſha paſſed to Shunem, 


coc lay between Carmel and Samaria, a way which the 
Prophet often went, where [was] a great woman; and ſhe 
conſtrained him to | eat bread ; a rich woman, wha often 


| feel 


. hs does not * per: to -þ! aze hou the miracle among 
her neighbours, but to ſell the oil; and by degrees diſcharge tie 


debt. Undoubtedly the oil was of the beſt kind, and ſhe would have 
a quick ſale for it; but ſhe was to keep the matter ſecret ; 0 
acknowledge the goodneſs of God; and leck direction from kin 
| what the was to do. | | 


J. 


. 


ac 
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a him to eat bread on his Journey, which he at firſt 

modeſtly refuſed, but at length accepied. And [ſo] it was, 
[that] as oft as he paſſed by, he turned in thither to 
eat bread ; ſhe made him ſo welcome, that afterwards he 

always called on her. And ſhe ſaid unto her huſband, 

Behold now, I perceive that this is] an holy man of 
God, which paſſeth by us continually ; ot only a pro- 


chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, remote from the houſe, 
ſuited to that love of meditation and retirement which ſhe ſaw 
he affeed ; and let us ſet for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a ſtool, and a candleſtick, all accommodations 
_ neceſſary for a [i nele perſon: and it ſhall be, when he 
11 cometh to us, that he ſhall turn in thither. And it fell 
on a day, that he came thither, and he tarned into the 
12 chamber, and lay there. And he ſaid to Gehazi his 
ſervant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had 
13 called her, ſhe ſtood before him. And he ſaid unto 
him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou haſt been care- 
ful for us with all this care, what [is] to be done for 
| thee? wouldft thou he ſpoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the hoſt, for any preſerment. for thy tuſband, or 
10 redreſs any complaint? And ſhe anſwered, I dwell 
among mine own people, am well beloved by them, and 
ly live upon good terms among them. And he ſaid zo his ſer= 
dont, What then [is] to be done for her? He aſked his 


tired to his chamber, and was therefore likely to know, if he -* 
ad obſerved any thing that ſhe wanted or deſired. And 

 Gehazi anſwered, Verily ſhe hath no child, and her 

| huſband is old, ind will no doubt think a child an unſpea- 
I5 able favour. And: he ſaid, Call her. And when he 
had called her, ſhe ſtood in the door, ah great modeſty 5 
10 and reſpect. And he ſaid, About this ſeaſon, according 


| faid, Nay, my lord, [thou] man of God, do not lie 
unto thine handmaid ; do not deceive me with falſe hopes. 

0H -#T T4 And 
* The ering word ſignifies an eager concern. The prophet in 


a landfome manner intimates that ſhe had not only done a generous _ 
«ion, but with a very obliging air of tenderneſs and friendſhip. | 


0 het, but a man of great ſanctity. Let us make a little 


ſervant, who was much in the family when Eliſha was „„ 


do the time of life, thou ſhalt embrace a ſon, And ſhe 
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17 And the woman conceived, and bare a fon at that ſeaſon 
that Eliſha had faid unto her, according to the time 


of life. 


18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that 
he went out to his father to the reapers, and was exce/. | 
19 froely heated, and ſeized with a fever; And he ſaid unto | 
is father, My head, my head. And he ſaid to a lad, 
20 Carry him to his mother. And when he had taken him, | 
and brought him to his mother, he ſat on her knees till 
noon, and [then] died, All her tender care could nos pri- 
21 ſerve his life, And ſhe went up, and laid him on the 
bed of the man of God, and ſhut [the door] upon him, | 
and went out, She uttered no peeviſh, indecent words, but | 
ſhowed an admirable temper, and a full perſuaſion of the eu. 


 traordinary power of the prophet to raiſe him again, as Elya) 
ad done in another inſtance; ſhe did not ſo much as tell her 


22 huſband that the child was dead, And ſhe called unto hes 
huſband, and ſaid, Send me, I pray thee, one of the 


young men, and one of the aſſes, that I may run to 


23 the man of God, and come again. And he faid, 


| Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? [it is] neither 
new moon, nor ſabbath.? And ſhe faid, [It ſhall be] 


well. She went for à good end, and did not doubt but ſle 
24 ſhould ſucceed, Then ſhe ſaddled an aſs, and ſaid to her 
ſervant, Drive, and go forward, lack not [thy] riding 
23 for me except I bid thee. So ſhe went and came unto f 
the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to 
paaſs, when the man of God ſaw her afar off, that . 
wondered ſhe ſhould come at ſo unuſual a time, and he ſaid 


to Gehazi his ſervant, Behold, [yonder is] that Shu- 


26 nammite: Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and 
= ſay unto her, [Is it] well with thee ? [is it] well with 
3 thy huſband? [is it]! well with the child? And ihe 
27 anſwered, [It is] well.? And when ſhe came to the | 
In the tribes, thoſe who could not go to the temple, were 


uſed to attend at the college of the prophets, and join there 1" 
the" exerciſes of devotion; en En un ignore pry 
Her anſwer was literally true. But, when we conſider the pet. 


ſon from whom this came, it diſcovered that ſhe had great piet 


and command of temper. While it put off farther enquiry» 


ſhowed her calm reſignation to the will of God, and a full con- 
viction of the wiſdom and goodneſs of all his dealings. 


at a % © «a 


H. KINGS Iv.” 451 


man of God to the hill, ſhe caught him by the feet: 
but Gehazi came near to thruſt her away, thinking ſuck 
6 poſture did not become a perſon of her rank, eſpecially one 


ö oh had been ſo kind a benefactor to his maſter. And the 


man of God faid, Let her alone; for her ſoul [is] vexed 
within her: and the Lon hath hid it] from me, and 
hath not told me, hath not revealed the cauſe of her grief 
a3 to me: Then ſhe ſaid, Did I defire a fon of my lord? 


was not I eaſy without children? did I by any importunity 


extort this child? did I not ſay, Do not deceive me? 
das I not ſolicitous that no hope might be raiſed, left my ex- 
peBation ſhould be diſappointed? which is now peculiarly 
atfecting. Thus plainly intimating that the child was dead. 
19 Then he faid to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take 
my ſtaff in thine hand, and go thy way, make haſte: if 
thou meet any man, ſalute him not; and if any ſalute 
- thee, anſwer him not again; and lay my ſtaff upon the 
face of the child; thinking that his ftaff would work a 
10 miracle, like Moſes' rod, or Elijalus mantle. And the 
mother of the child faid, [As] the Lox livech, and 
1s] thy foul liveth, I will not leave thee : her faith Was 


_ not rows enough ta think that any thing could be done with- _ . 


out FEliſha's preſence. And he aroſe, and followed her. 
11 And Gehazi paſſed on before them, and laid the ſtaff 
upon the face of the child; but it was all in vain, [there 
Was] neither voice nor hearing. Wherefore he went 
again to meet him, and told him, ſaying, The child is 
32 not awaked. And when Eliſha was come into the houſe, 
behold, the child was dead, [and] laid upon his bed. 
13 He went in therefore, and ſhut the door upon them 
34 twain, and prayed fervently unto the Load. And he 
went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth 
| upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands, 10 expreſs his earneſt and importu- 
nate defires: and he ſtretched himſelf upon the child; and 
55 the fleſh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, : 
and walked in the houſe to and fro, full of anxious concern, 
and wholly intent on what he was about; and he went up, 
and ſtretched himſelf Upon him: and the child ſneeze. 
7 „ 08 
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ed ſeven times, ud ſo threw off the obſiruGim in li 

head, which was the cauſe of is illneſs and death, and the 
5 36 child opened his eyes. And he called Gchari, and 
. aid, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. Aud 
_*- when ſhe was come in unto him, he faid, Take up thi 
= 27 fon. Then ſhe went in, and fell at his feet, and bon. 
_ = c herſelf to the ground, and took up her fon, a 
RY went out. Her heart was fo aſtected, and her paſſes | þ 
rong, that ſhe could not ſpeak, but ex} preſſed her Tevereiue | 

[18 and thankfulneſs by her actions. 

bh 38 And Eliſha came again to Gilgal : and (there was) a 

we dearth in the land; and the ſons of the prophets _ 
Bl. BLN fitting before him, as his pupils : and he ſaid unto his 
| ſervant, Set on the great pot, and ſeethe pottage for 
39 the ſons of the prophets. And as they had none in the 
FF. garden, becauſe of the dearth, one who <was better acqnointe | 
Fe ith his bible than his herbal, went out into the field to 
728 1 gather herbs, and he found a wild vine, and gathered 
thereof wild gourds, ſome noxious herbs, his lapful, and 
came and ſhred [them] into the pot of pottage: for 
40 they knew {enemy not. So they poured out for the 
men to eat. And it came to paſs, as they were eating 
of the pottage, that they cried out, and ſaid, O eo 
man of God, [there is] death in the pot. And they 
could not eat [thereof :] they immediately felt themſelves 
41 ſo ill that they concluded they were poiſoned, But he ſai, 
Then bring meal. And he caſt [it] into the pot; * and 
he ſaid, Pour out for the people, that they may cat, | 

And there was no harm 1 in the pots every one wig ea 


with 21. „ | 
| 


49; 42 And there came a man from al, maliſha, and 
brought the man of God bread of the firſt fruits, twenty 
_ loaves, or ſmall cakes, of barley, and full ears of corn 
F the huſk thereof,” * And he ſaid, Give unto the peo- Bil 
= I. 8 ene nil bud "OY put in before; but it was t0 
| no Purpole till the prophet did it; hereby to ſhow the divine | 
J 5 | power in removing the noxious quality of the broth, and prelcrv- | 
F308 ing thoſe that had taken of it, 
+" When the Iſraelites could not go to offer the firſt fruits at 


_ | Jeruſalem, the pious ſort uſed to bring them ta ths college, and 
2.7 the ſtudents and das Eg were ſupported, 
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41 175 that they may eat. And his ſervitor ſ aid, What, 
ſhould I ſet this before an hundred men? it 72/1] not be 
_ morſel for each, But the prophet overruled the objection; 
| aud he faid again, Give the people, that they may eat: 
for thus faith the Lorgp, They ſhall eat, and mall 
14 leave [thereof.] So he ſet [it] before them, and they 
did eat, and left [thereof, ] according to the word of 


the LORD. 


REFLECTIONS. 


©. E obſerve that the families of the beſt of men 
may fall into difficult circumſtances when they 
re removed; as the family of the prophet mentioned v. 1, 
6d, Let us not think the caſe ſingular if this ſhould be 
the lot of ourſelves or our acquaintance, as inſtances of this = 
kind are common. o 
2. The ldren of God's people, when this reduced: 


my find ſupport in the God of their fathers, as the pro- 


phet's widow and children here did, His bleſſing can in- 
ceaſe and multiply our proviſions as he pleaſes, and cauſe 
tiem to flow on as long as there is room to receive them. 


by; in the Lord, and do good, and verily thou ſhalt be fed; for - 


the righteous are never forſaken, nor his Heu, the* begging bread. 
Earn. 

3. That we mould hi concerned ta do ſtrict juſtice, * | 
to pay our debts, if we defire to live comfortably, and en- 
jy the bleſſing of God. The prophet directs her to fell, 
and pay her debts firſt, None of the oil was her's, till 
her creditors were paid. This maxim is neceflary to be 
obſerved in the preſent day; ; owe no man any thing, renden 
n ell their due, if we leave ever ſo little for ourſelves. 
Widows, if able, ſhould honeſtly pay their huſband's debts, 
and labour, and ſave, that they may do it. Better beg, 
Or kearve, than defraud others, or deal deceitfully, which 
il entail a laſting blemiſh on our families and our honetty. 

4. Grateful hearts will deviſe grateful things. The 


bolieſt men of God will be grateful for favours conferred. . 


lt is mean and baſe to imagine every kindneſs is our due, 
ad that we are to do nothing in return, If others are 


EEO - - |! 
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careful of us and kind to us, it bai us to requite their! 
kindneſs, and by every prudent method to ſhow our gra. 


titude. Call a man ungrateful, and you lay every thing] 
bad of him. 


great, to be generous and heſpitable, eſpecially toward the 


nammite! Thoſe who are rich in this world ſhould be reach 


10 diftribute, and willing 10 commanicale; for with 5 facr jr | 
God is well pleaſed, 


muſt not depend upon the lives of their children. This 
widow's ſon was well in the morning, but dead at noon, 
What a melancholy alteration ! Thoſe who have relations 
and children, ſnould be as thoſe who have none. Man comeli 
+ forth like a flower, and is cut down. His days are as groſs, ai 
a. flower of the feeld, fo he Pouriſheth, the wing Pa Hell over er him, 


how to behave when our children or denreſt friends are} 
taken away. Tt is a ſatisfaction when they are loſt, that ve 
have not ſet our hearts upon them inordinately, Y. 28. 


is well with them if they are gone to heaven. 


may hope for protection and proviſion. Theſe raicacles off 


eſtabliſn our conſidence in God, who can perform the moſt 
iülluſtrious things, and whoſe perfections are immutably the 
ſame. We are not to expect extraordinary and miraculous 
things now; but God ſtill governs the world; and it 1 
our duty, and will be our wiſdom and happineſs, to cap 0 
our care yu n, who Frei fa 16 5 


5. It ſhould give great pleaſure to thoſe who are rich and 


people of God. How friendly and generous was this Shu- 
6. See how precarious our deareft Sa are. Parents| 
and he 1s gone. 
. We learn, from the . of chis amiable woman, 


She faid, I- is well, Well, in general, becauſe Gra doth it; 
all 18 well that he doth, however it may affect us; and! it 


8. While we wait on the Lord in the way of 1 we 


mercy in multiplying food, and defending from poiſon, 


CHAP 
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1 e CHAP. . Z 
fing An account . Naaman s lepraf and cure,* and the 1 n and 
1 puniſiment of Geliaki. 5 
and} o W Naaman, captain of the hoſt of the king of 
the UN Syria, was a great man with his maſter, and _ 
u- honourable, a favourite of the king, and of all the people, 
each e becauſe by him the Loxzp had given deliverance unto _ 


rfices| 


rents} 
This! 
oon. 
tions 
meth 
5j 05] 
him, 


man, 
s aref 
at We 
28. 
N it; 
nd it 


7, We 
les off 


2 order. 


Syria : * he was alſo a mighty man in valour, [but he 
was!] a leper. Thy” this did not exclude him from ſociety, as 
among the jews, yet it was a loathſome and dangerous diſs 
And the Syrians had gone out by companies, 

and had brought away captive out of the land of Iſrael _ 


And 
ſhe was bewailing her 


a little maid ; and ſhe waited on Naaman's wife. 
" the (aid unto her miſtreſs, while 


 tuſband's misfortune, Would God my lord [were] with 


the prophet that [is] in Samaria "id he would recover 
him of his leproſy. She no doubt had told her miſtreſs of 


his other miracles, and thought it was in his power to do this. 
4 And [one] went in, and told his lord, ſaying, Thus 
and thus ſaid the maid that [is] of the land of Ifrael, 


| This was related to Naaman, who begs leave of the king to 


5 20 to him, And the king of Syria ſaid, Go to, go, and 
I vill ſend a letter unto the king of Iſrael, hops he ſup- 
poſed knew the prophet and had intereſt with him. And he 


_ departed, and took with him ten talents of filver, and 


_ fix thouſand [pieces] of gold, and ten changes of rai- 


"2 6 ment. And he brought the letter to the king of Iſ- 
= al ſeying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, 
2 - behold, 1 have [therewith] ſent Naaman my ſervant to 


| it 18 


aft al 


: thee, that thou mayeſt recover him of his leproſy ; he 
ſubſtance of the letter was for him to take care to have Naaman 
7 cured, And it came to paſs, when the king of Iſrael had 


read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and ſaid, [Am] 
1 God, to Kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
= © © wow ſend 


: © Bp. Witzon Py cron a by this remarkable dens and 
hiſtory, the Syrians had an opportunity.” of coming to the know- 
ted dge of the true God. 

The ſacred hiſtorian here owns the hand of God. in his good- : 
neſs toward the + enemies | of Iſrael, 5 | EE 
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[7 | ſent unto me to recover a man of his leproſy ! "© where. 
i fore confider, I pray you, and ſee how he feketh a] 
1 quarrel againſt me. This behaviour of the king added great 
JD! pomp to the miracle, and made it more obſervable at 5 7b, 
* | 8 and throughout the Kingdom. And it was [fo,] when | li | 
Tal tha the man of God had heard that the king of Ide 
* ad rent his clothes, that he ſent to the king, ſaying, | 
W- Wherefore haſt thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
= nov to me, and he ſhall know that there is a prop: Þ 
i = in Iſrael, and a God, by whom that prophet is enable} 1; 
i . 9 work miracles. So Naaman came with his horſes, a0 


with his chariot, and ſtood at the door of the house of 
Eliſha, expeding to be received with great external mars 
io of reſpect. And Eliſha ſent a meſſenger unto him, a, 

SE - ing, Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fel in| 
11 ſhall come again to thee, and thou ſhalt be clean - But 
_ nz Naaman thought the prophet did not treat him <wi1/h ſuf Ne Cient 
_w_z  reſpeft, and he was wroth, and went away, and {a1 ud, Be- 

F Hold, I thought, he will ſurely come out to me, and 
ſtand, and call on the name of the Lonßp his God, aud 
= ſtrike his hand over the place, and recover the haf per; 


12 air, ai aid great 5 = el, Are t not W an 
Pharpar, rivers of Damalcus, better than all the Waters 
of [Iſrael ? may not I waſh in them, and be clean? 80 
Iz he turned, and went away in a rage. And his ſervan nts 


(0 


came near, and one, who was a wiſe and prudent in: 


V1 1. 


FF ſpake unto him, and ſaid, My father, [if] the prop Sit 
[28 Hauaad bid thee [do fome] great thing, if he had preſcribes 
4 long courſe of phy/ic, or ſome painful operations, WOu.vit 
—_ thou not have done 3s 1 how much rather then, W hen 
k : F 15 The king of Iſrael. mifönder tod Bis letter, 8 1 thou? ht he 

1 „ expected the cure to be wrought by him; and was much di 
11 trelled, and rent his clothes; ſuppoſing that he deſigned to pick af 
{FR 5 quartel with him, by demanding what was impoſſible to be done. 
5 =. -#- Eliſha: ſent a meſſenger to him, not for ſtate, nor contempt, 
3 but becauſe he loved retirement, and leſt he ſhould teem too fond 

1 of the honour done him. Waſhing in. Jordan had no natural 


x tendency to heal him ; but this was to exerciſe his faith aud 


humility, and put an honour ON Jordan, where lo. many miracl 05 
had been done. : | 


CDCL 
6p þ 
ri bed 
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he faith to thee, Waſh, and be clean? zhe trial can do 
no harm, and may do good, eſpecially as it is commanded by 
14 the prophet. Then went he down, and dipped himſelf 
ſeven times in Jordan, according to the ſaying of the 
man of God: and his fleſh came again like unto the 
ficth of a little child, and he was clean. . 
T3 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his 
company, and came, and ſtood before him 7 his apart. 
nent, and he, that is, Naaman, ſaid, behold, now I | 
know thar [there is] no God in all the earth, but in 
Iſrael : now therefore, I pray thee, take a blefling of thy 
10 ſervant, accept the preſent I have brought. . But he gad, 
As] the LORD liveth, before whom . ſtand, 1 will 
receive none. And he urged him to take [it; but he 
17 refuſed.? And Naaman faid, Shall there not then, I 
pray thee, be given to thy Gon two mules? burden 
of earth to build an altar with, as a pledge of my com- 
munion with thy people and ſervice £ for thy ſervant will 
henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor ſacrifice unto 
18 other gods, but unto the Lokb. In this thing the 
 Lorp pardon thy ſervant, [ that] when my maſter goetn 
into the houſe of Rimmon _ worſhip there, and he 


leaneth on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of 


Rimmon : when I bow down myſelt in the houſe of 
KRimmon, the Logo pardon thy lervant in this thing.“ 
19 And he faid unto him, Go 1 in Poe. So he : departed 
from him a little way. _ 

20 But Gehazi, the ſervant of Eliſha the man of God, 
? 1 vexed that his maſter had loft ſuch an opportunity of 

wriching ons 5 and be laid, - Behale, Dy. maſter hath 
1 785 ſpared 

5 Moch might Is laid to excuſe 1 if he had accepted it; 

e a time of famine, and the ſons of the prophets had need 
of it, But he thought that refuſing it would give Naaman a better 
opinion of the jewiſh religion, and. ſhow that their prophets were 


not mercenary, like idolaters; and that he 1 in particular aimed not 


at his own wealth and reward, but to glority God and do good | 
to men. | 


Naaman aſſures the | prophet, that when he di Fl NING in Future, 


it ſhould not be an act of adoration, but only for the conveni- 


ence of his maſter when he leaned upon him ; and by ſacrificing — 
to the God of Iſrael, he made an open a profeſiion | chat he did 
not intend - -this as a religious actions ; | 


it 
i 
N 
* 
7 
1 
() 
f 
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ſpared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his! 
hands that which he brought: but, [as] the Logp 
liveth, I will run after him, and take ſomewhat of him. 
So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naam, | 


ſaw [him] running after him, he lighted down from the / 
_ Chariot to meet him, and ſaid, Is] all well? 10 diſcover. 


22 


ed remarkable gratitude and humility in him to Show ſuch 
regard on the prophet*s account. And he ſaid, All [is] | 


well My maſter hath ſent me, ſaying, Behold, even now s 


there be come to me from mount Ephraim, two young | 


men of the ſons of the prophets : give them, I pray} 


| thee, a talent of ſilver, and two changes of garments. 


as 


And Naaman ſaid, Be content, take two talents, Bu [ 
| Gehazi pretended to keep cloſe to his maſter's order, and that 


one talent was ſufficient ; tho* he was ſoon prevailed upon 6 
0 take two, in value more than fix hundred pounds. And! 


he urged him, and bound two talents of ſilver in tuo 


bags, with two changes of garments, and laid tem] 


2 4 


upon two of his ſervants; and they bare [them] before 
him. And when he came to the tower, or ſecret place, | 


ſome outhouſe where he intended to conceal it, he took 


them] from their hand, and beſtowed [them] in the 


© houſe; and he let the men go, left Eliſha ſhould ſee them, | 
25 | 
his maſter, and thought himſelf ſure of the gain. And} 


and they departed. But he went in and ſtood before 


| Eliſha faid unto him, Whence [comeſt thou, ] Gehazi ?| 


26 


where haſt thou been? And he ſaid, Thy ſervant went 
no whither, I was not out of doors. And he faid unto} 
hum, Went not mine heart [with thee,] when the man 

turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? have 1 ni! 


4s diſtindt a knowledge of what paſſed, as if I had been aui 


| thee? [Is it] a time to receive money, and to receive 
garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and ſheep, 


and oxen, and men ſervants, and maid ſervants? 4s if} 


he had ſaid, I know thy ſcheme is to buy, and plant, and be. 


come @ great man. Bub i is this a lime to do jo, amid os | 
5 ic 


1 This was a Soto Ys 1 itſelf, | and wall ht lead Nieman to 
ſuſpect, that tho' Eliſha would not inks gifts publickly, he was 
olad of them in private. Probably Eliſha took care to undeccive 
Naaman, and return the money . 
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46 lick affiftions and great degeneracy ? Above all, is this a 


TY time to bring a reflection upon the prophet and the God of 
in, 27 Hrael, eſpecially from this new convert? The leproſy 
man : therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and unto 
the = thy ſeed for ever, for à long time, as a monument of the 
vl BY #nonwledge, power, and juſtice of the God of Iſrael. And he 
ſuc: BY went out from his preſence a leper [as white] as ſnow, 
is, was the — kind of 200. and We reckoned - 
now Wl incurable. 
ung =, 5 

pray 5 5 REFLECTIONS. 

nts. 


Bul ** E have 1 in this chapter : an inflance of the good 
tat * effects of inſtructing children in religious prin- 


upon} iples: ; this young captive carried the knowledge of God 
And into Syria. The miracles of his prophet were a comfort 
two to her mind in ſlavery, were uſeful to others, and led the 
zem] ay for Naaman's converſion, Parents ſhould inſtruct their 


efore children in the great truths and principles of religion; as 


place, they will be of perpetual uſe to them, and make them uſe- 
took MI ful to others. We know not where their lot may be caſt ; 


them, | Kuen along with them. 


efor I 2. See the difference between human and divine power. : 
And Naaman could not heal himſelf; the king of Syria could 
nazi? not; the king of Iſrael could not. Am I God? ſays he. 
went But the power of Jehovah could effect a cure at once, It 
unto is a pleaſant reflection to every one who fears God, that | 
e man ! is too hard for him. 1 
Im 3. How common and how Poliſh i is it bor men to picker 1 
1 with their own fancy to God's directions. Naaman wanted a 
eceive cure, but he would have it in his own way, and was angry 
ſheep, at the prophet's plain preſcription. A very common caſe, 
We may ſee inftances of it every day. 1s not the light of 
nd be. nature better than ſcripture ? Are not the waters of Greece _ 
4 and Rome, the learning and eloquence of their philoſo- 
ic 


man {9 
he was 


. ſuch a Plain and ſimple ordinance as the Lord's Supper 
decei 


f. ly n can bread and wine > Co? p 80 fooliſhly and 8 
5 abſurdly 


1 the therefore we ſhould be ſolicitous that they may carry their = 


phers, better than the plain preaching of the goſpel? We 
ought, ſay they, to be ſober and honeſt; but what doth 


460 "Tr: KINGS V. 


abſurdly do men argue, They are, like Naaman, they wor x 
enemies to themſelves; and their Jeproſy of ſin is neye; 


„ *HKkely to. be cured till God's method is tried; that will be 
2 found re fe and fucceſsful : waſh, w Ve clean. May we JA 1 


4. 4 y 


not gu about to o abi our own 1 but cheerfad 
ſubmit to that method of juſtification and healing, which 
__ Ged hath appointed and commanded. 7 
4. Learn hence a holy tenderneſs of conſcience. Naaman 

was afraid of diſpleaſing the God of Iſrael, from Ws be 

had received ſuch favours, If the prophet. had forbid« 
nim to go into the houſe of Rimmon, he would not 855 
gone. Let us be atraid of every ſinful compliance, and 
not think to make reſerves in our covenant with God, but 
guard againit all appearance of evil. 


'S. We ſhould not overburden young converts with ex. | 


cebſs of rigor - Carry the grand point, bring them to God, 
and have religious habits contracted; and by degrees they 
will leave off ſome leſſer evils, when they have had larger 


experience of the reaſonableneſs and advantage of religion, 


6. We learn the evil of covetouſneſs. Having food and 


raiment, let us therewith be content. They that will be rich, 


fall into tempiation, and a fuare, aud into many fooliſh aid 
Hur ful lufts, which drown men in deſtruction and Perdition. lr, 
the love of money is the root of all evil; which, while ſome covel- 


od after they have erred from the faith, and pier ced thempel've 


thro* with many ; ſorrows. 1 Tim. vi. 8, 9, 10. All this was 


illuſtrated i in Gehazi, We here ſee 5 0 miſchiefs! it bree ds, 
; and leads on from one lie to another. 


7. What a melancholy thing was it for ſuch a the : 
"avant as Gchazi to be in good Eliſha's family. In 
| Naaman' s family were ſome wiſe and good ſervants, tho! 

they were ſtrangers to the God of Ifrae]; but in the pro-. 

pPhet's, this naughty, deteſtable ſervant, T ho? he had heard 


his maſter's prayers and inſtructions, and had ſeen his 
_ miracles, yet he acted in this baſe and ſcandalous manner. 


Leet ſervants read over this ſtory often; obſerve what a ail 8 
graceful figure Gehazi makes, and be upon their guard 


againſt a covetous ſpirit and a lying tongue. Tho? maſters 
co. not ice them, tho? 7 they” have n not the Sift of f propcey 


— 
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0 know when they have done wrong, vet God obſerves 
them. Let thoſe eſpecially who dwell in families whe: 'E 


God is worſhipped, the fabvath_ ſanctiſied, and religious 
inſtructions are given, be ſenſible of their privileges. 


If ſervants in religious families are wicked, they mutt be 


very vicked; great 1s their guilt now , and great we 
their miſery another day, if they g go on in their evil ways. 


Let us all Pray” that God would e e fr roi, ts the Way of 


hing, and teach us the Way 9 4 truth, 


ESL A 


HAP. VL 


Z flo cauſeth the iron lo fewim ; diſcloſeth the counſels of the 


Sriaus; brings an hoſt of hem to Samaria, and javes he 
lere; afterwards Samaria is oefieged, and in great aiftreſs. 


and contented with a very plain habitation And he 


GO : 


them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut down 


7 


: on 


aud lheir regard 400 15 inſtruclions. 


and when he threw it into the water the head of an ax w ag 
miraculouſly joined to it. 


ND the ſons of the prophets, being increaſed in 
number, ſaid unto Eliſha, Behold now, tae place 
where: we dwell with thee at Gigl is too ſtrait for us. 
2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto 116 8 wood near Jordan, 
and take thence every man a beam, and let us make _ 
us a place there, where we may dwell ; hey were Poor, . 


anſwered, Go ye. And one ſaid to Eliſha, Be content. . f 
I pray thee, and go with thy ſervants, 40 4% it us with thy = 
I advice. And he anſwered, I will go. So he went with _ 


wood, But as one was felling a beam, the ax head 
fell into the water: and he cried, and ſaid, Alas, maſ- 
ter! for it was borrowed, and if it is Lt 1 ſhall abuſe the 
kindneſs of my friend who lent it ne. And the man of 
Sad ſaid, Where fell it? And he ſhowed him the place. 
And he cut down a ſtick, and caſt [! Jy in thither ; and 
7 the iron did ſwim. Therefore ſaid | ne, Take lit) up 5 
do thee, And he put out his hand and took it. A very. 
inſtance of this kind increaſed their reverence far. the Þ Pi ophet 


8 Then 


* The jews ſay that he cut 2 a flick in the : ape of an handle, 
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OS ben the king of Syria warred againſt Iſrael, and he 
king took counſel with his ſervants, ſaying, In ſuch and 
ſuch a place | ſhall be] my camp; ie place where I ci, 
ſet ſome ſoldiers for an ambuſh to ſurprize the Iſraelites, aud 
9 probably ſeize the king. And the man of God ſent unto 
the king of Iſrael, ſaying, Beware that thou paſs not 
ſuch a place: for thither the Syrians are come down, 
10 And the king of Iſrael ſent to the place which the man | 
of God told him, and warned him of, 10 ſee if there wa 
any reaſon for the caution, and ſaved both himſelf and lis 
ay there, not once nor twice, but frequently. 0 
Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was 5 | 
8 for this thing; and he called his ſervants, and 
ſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhow me which of us [is 
for the king of Iſrael? He thought there was Some ſecret 
12 treachery, and that his counſels were betrayed, And one 
of his ſervants ſaid, None, m my lord, O king: but 
FEliſha, the prophet that [is] in Iſrael, telleth the king 
of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bedcham- 
ber. Naaman had ſpread his fame, he had heard of his other 
miracles, and ſuppoſed nothing could exceed his power and 


12 knowledge. And he ſaid, Go and ſpy where he lis, 


that I may ſend and fetch him. This was a fooliſh deſign, 
os if the prophet, who knew all his ſchemes, ſhould be ignor- 
ant of this. And it was told him, laying, Behold, [he :: J 
14 in Dothan, a little city near Samaria. Therefore ſent he 
ttztither horſes, and chariots, and a great hoſt : and they 
15 came by night, and compaſſed the city about. And 
 __ when the ſervant of the man of God was riſen early, 4. 
all good ſervants ſhould do, and was gone forth to his work, 
| behold; an hoſt compaſſed the city both with horſes and 
| chariots. And his ſervant, terrified at the fight, rai i) 
nis maſter, and ſaid unto bim, Alas my maſter! how 
mall we do? This ſervant was but newly come 10 fiis maſter, 
and perhaps had ſeen but few of his miracles, and was there- 


PUR 16 fore the mare alarmed. And he anſwered, Fear not: for 


they that [be] with us, [are] more than they that [be] 
uith them; ut the young man could not believe this, till le 
17 had clear infor mation. And Eliſha therefore prayed, and 
faid, Load, I pray thee, m his 9 that he . 
b 
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lon; And the Lok opened the eyes of the young man; 
and he ſaw: and, behold, the mountain [ was] full of 


| horſes and chariots of fire round about Eliſha, of angels 


1 


20 


21 


in that appearance, God's hoſt, who then became viſt le as 


they did at Chriſt's reſurrefion, 
And when they came down to him, Eliſha prayed unto _ 


the Lox, and ſaid, Smite this people, I pray thee, with 


 _ blindneſs. And he ſmote them with blindneſs, ſuch a daz- _ 

Lung of their fight, as that they could not diſtincily ſee the men 

S they \ ſought for, according to the word of Eliſha. Then they 

19 enquired of Eliſha where the prophet was ; And Eliſha faid 

unto them, This Lis] not the way which you muſt go, nel- 

| ther [is] this the city where you ſhall meet with him: fol- 

low me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye ſeek. 

Mis was literally true; but inſtead of this, by a ftratagem 

_ which did them no harm, and might produce the greateſt good, 

he led them to Samaria, And it came to paſs, when 

they were come into Samaria, that Eliſha ſaid, Logp, 

open the eyes of theſe men, ] that they may ſee. „ 

the Loxp opened their eyes, and they ſaw; and, be- 

hold, [they were] in the midſt of Samaria, furrounded 5 

with the king and ſoldiers. And the king of Iſrael ſaid 

unto Eliſha, with great eagerneſs, when he ſaw them, 
My father, ſhall I ſmite [them ? ] ſhall J ſmite them?! 

And he anſwered, Thou ſhalt not ſmite [them:] wouldſt 


thou ſmite thoſe whom thou haſt taken captive with thy 


ſword and with thy bow in cold blood? tet bread and 
water before them, that they may eat and drink, ang 

|  $o to their maſter, and tell him what kindneſs they have : 

23 

and when they had eaten and drunk, he ſent them away, | 

and they went to their maſter. So the bands of Syria 

came no more into the land | of Iſrael tha? year, as the 


5 Hebrew word may ſignify.” ons Bf aA - 
The Syrians had thus a chef of: the: power of a God of 


Iſrael, in confounding their ſenſes; of his mercy, in ſparing their 
lives; and had ſuch an opportunity of knowing him, and ſuch 
obligations to ſerve him, as | ON nave made it che happieſt day 5 


received.) And he prepared great proviſion for them 


in their lives. 
Either this band came no more, out of n or, they 


came no more in this clandeſtine way, till they brought their = 
vile army ſometime after, Pardaps _ ſome new provocation. 
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26 fold for about twelve ſhillings and firpence. And as the 


tlie guards and view the works, there cried a woman unto 
27 


whence ſhall J help thee? out of the barn floor, or out 


28 


10 


day, Give thy ſon, that we may eat him: and ſhe ha 85 
hid her ſon 10 ſave his liſe, or to eat him alone. Thus cn. 
that terrible threatening fulfilled, Deut. xxviii. 33. 


30 


of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he paſſed 
by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, be-. 
hold, {he had] fackcloth within upon his fleſh, /: 
appeared in publick in deep mourning, Then he faid, Gol 
do fo and more alſo to me, if the head of Eliſha the 


fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for five [pieces | or 
ſilver. They were reduced to the laſt extremity, ſo lliat an 
 afs's head, which was forbid to be eaten, was ſold far nur 


began to cool a little, What aileth thee? And ſhe GE : 
ed, telling him & ſorrotoful tale indeed; This woman ſaid 
unto me, Give thy ſon, that we may eat him to day, 
and we will eat my ſon to morrow. So we boiled my 


And: it came to paſs after this, that Ben-hadud |; g 
"of Syria gathered all his hoſt, and went up, and he. 
ſieged Samaria And there was a great famine in | 
Samaria: and, behold, they beſieged it, until an aſs 
head was [ſold] for fourſcore [pieces] of filver, and the 


ten pounds, and leſs than à pint of fetches or tares, Which 
das only fit for doves to eat, the worſt of vegetables, was 


king of Iſrael was paſſing by upon the wall, to exaiiii: 


him, ſaying, Help, my lord, O king. And he ſaid, 
probably in a violent paſſion, If the Lorp do not help thee, 


of the wine preſs? can I fill the barns and ftorehouſes 04; 
of nothing? And the king ſaid unto her, when his paſſin 


ſon, and did eat him, and I faid unto her on the next 


And it came to pals, when the king heard the word: 


ſon of Shaphat ſhall tand on him this day; ether because do: 


he did not let him deftroy the Syrian bands, or he thought d. 


7 
3 


ad deceived him by aſſuring him of help, which did not cus; WM ve 


| 32 


or he thought he could have ſaved them, but would not. ſect 


But Eliſha fat in his houſe, and the elders fat with him; thet 
he was reading leftures to the fludents, or to ſome oj ili 
magiſtrates who came bo him, exnarting them d courage and 


"Patience: and [the 5 ſent a man 1 from before him 60 
| f b 7 Y2CHUIE Vo 
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execute Eliſha z but ere the meſſengers came to him, he 
ſaid to the elders, See ye how this ſon of a mur derer, 


this ſon of wicked Ahab, hath ſent to take away mine 
head? he knew his intention before he came; look, when 


the meſſenger cometh, ſhut the door, and hold him faſt 
at the door, let him not enter; [18] not the ſound of his 


maſter's feet behind him? he immediately follows to con- 
23 tradift the order. And while he yet talked with them, 


\ behold, the meſſenger came down unto him: and he, 


| that is, the king, ſaid, Behold, this evil [is] of the 


Lokp; what ſhould J wait for the Logp any longer? 
Probably Eliſha had promijed the king relief, but he thought _ 


ie had deceived him, and that it was better to deliver it up 


to the Syrians, than be ſtarved and ruined ; therefore in tie 


beginning of the next dd Eſha en the time Lond their 
g deliverance. : 


REFLECTIONS. 


TT is a great 1 to good men, that the Chools : 

of the prophets increaſe; and we ſhould pray that they I 
may 75 ſo more and more. It is a good hearing that there 

1s not room for them; it bodes well to the church. And 

therefore we ſhould pray the Lord of the harveſt, that he 

vould incline them to prepare for the work, that the harveſt 


may be furniſhed with numerous and ſuitable labourers. 


2. Hence we are taught a uſeful leſſon, to be careful of 
that which is borrowed. Many neglect this, and abuſe the 


kindneſs of their friends, their horſes, goods, or books. 


There are thoſe who either never return, or abuſe, what WS, 
ey have borrowed : this is highly baſe and ungrateful, as 
well as diſhoneſt, and is contrary to that 18 rule of 


wing 19 others as we would be done by. - 
3. How defirable is it to have God on our gas; wha 


ne are engaged in military affairs! He can diſcover all the _ 
ſecret firatagems of the enemy, and bring confuſion upon 


their plots and deſigns. 
4. How happy are the ſervants of God in having angels 


or their guard; and what a conſtant ſource of conſolation 
is it in times of danger, that greater is he that 15 with 11 5 
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than all who are againſt them. If God be for us, who ſhall b 
againſt us? When without are fightings, and within are fear: 


angels are our guard; he gives them charge concerning us, . 
keep us in all our ways. Happy thoſe who can by y the eye 


of faith ſee this. 


5. See the dependence of the human mind upon Got, 
and his power of infatuating it at pleaſure, He can take 
away the ſenſes and underſtanding in a moment. Have we 


not therefore the greateſt reaſon to bleſs him for the con- 


' tinuance of theſe, and to remember that it is 15 hint we ti 
5 and move, and have our being. 


6. See what a lovely virtue clemency i is; and how wel 


moderation and mercy become all, eſpecially the Lord's 
prophets, It is prudent, even upon ſecular principles, to 


be gentle toward our enemies, when we have them in our 


power, eſpecially when reſentment is ſacrificed to religion; 
agreeable to ſuch repeated advices as theſe ; If thine enen 


hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink. Be not over Come 


of evil, but overcome evil with good, Rom. xii. 20. 


7. How much are we indebted to God for plenty and 


5 ſecurity! We here ſee the terrible conſequences of famine; 


they were glad to eat the vileſt things, and were obliged, 


TO (lamentable neceſſity!) to boil even their own children for 


food. Humanity and natural affection were loſt in the 
: cravings of appetite. Bleſſed be the Lord, who maketh peace 
An our borders, and feedeth us with the fineſt of the wheat ;, thi 
there is no breaking in of mam, and 70 jc complaining as. 


this in our ſtreets. 


8. The judgments of God den ck the wicked ak 
1 5 and lead them to the moſt abſurd, inſtead of reaſonable con- 


cluſions. v. 31. Then he ſaid, God do ſo and more alſo to me, 


if the head of Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat ſhall ſtand on him ili 


day. Had he reaſoned thus, I will pull down the calves, 


15 and deſtroy the prophets of Baal ; 1 will reform the idola- | 
try and vices of the country; he had reaſoned wiſely, But 


nothing would ſerve him but Eliſha's head, the beſt man 
in the kingdom; the greateſt friend and benefactor to the 
whole country. All this proceeded from pride and pal- 
ſion. He ſaid, This evil is of the Lord; and it was a good 
Keats but he drew a moſt abſurd conſequence from it. 


Thus 
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Thus do ſinners often fret ogainſt God. May we endeavour 
| to guard our hearts, and govern our tempers, eſpecially in 


afflictive ſeaſons, leſt we ſhould charge God fooli/hly, He 


is always wiſe and righteous : but we may ſee every day, 


that the fooliſhneſs of man en is — and then has heart : 


$ Ran . the Lord. 


8 2 — 


CHAP. VII. 


ö Eliſa i in 75 chapter propheſieth intredib/; plenty i in Samaria "Ex 


which is brought about by four lepers venturing into the Syrian 
camp, and reporting to the king their flight ; in conſequence of 
which the king, upon receiving intelligence from the men he had 
ent to enquire into the truth of the account, ſpoils their tents; 

ie prophecy is fulfilled, and the unbelieving lord trodden to 


death, — This ſhould be the concluſion of the Fee, __ 28 


5 * which it is rather improperly divided. 


\H EN Eliſha faid, Hear ye the word of: the 
Lorp; Thus ſaith the LorD; notwithſtanding 


55 your e and the idolatry of the court, God will de- 


der you; To morrow about this time [ſhall] a meaſure 
of fine flour [be ſold] for a ſhekel, and two meaſures 
of barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of Samaria ; there 
ſhall be Arg plenty, 410 ſold at a low rate in the publick 8 
2 on place. Then a lord on whoſe hand the king 


leaned, à particular favourite, who was always near him, 


anſwered the man of God, and ſaid, 21th great contempt, 
Behold, [if the LoRD would 3 windows in heaven, 
might this thing be? do you think to ſee it rain corn o 
mor roto? He valued himſelf on being a freethinker, and 


laughing at the miniſters of God. And he ſaid, Behold, 


thou ſhalt ſee [it] with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat 
thereof. And ſo it came to paſs ; the next day the Sanari- 


55 ban were relieved, and this lord deſtroyed, v. 17. 
3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in 


of the gate; ſome ſay, Gehazi and his three ſons ; and they 


aid one to another, Why fit we here until we die? If 


we fay, We will enter into the city, then the famine. 
es Gg 2 | _ -= {1s] 
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1 is] in the city, and we ſhall die there, the city can fu * 
3B Ply us no longer: and if we fit ſtill here, we die alſo, % 
; beſregers have deſtroyed all the food without, Now therefore 
5 come, and let us fall unto the hoſt of the Syrians: if 
they ſe ve us alive, we ſhall live; perhaps they may have: 
_ compaſſion upon us when they ſee our miſerable circumſtances. 
and if they kill us, we ſhall but die; and it is better 10 
die ſuddenly by the hand of the enemy, than die a lingering 
5 death with hunger. And they roſe up in the twilight, to 
249o unto the camp of the Syrians ; hey /et out in the duſt 
of the evening, and came to the trenches ; and when they 
were come to the uttermoſt part of the camp of Syria, 
6 behold, [there was] no man there. For the Loxp had 
made the hoſt of the Syrians to hear a noiſe of chariots, | 
and a noiſe of horſes, [even] the noiſe of a great hoſt, 
made by angels, or a ſound in their own ears; by his al. 
mighty power, he ſtruck a panick into them; for neither 
the Iſraelites nor the lepers heard it: and they ſaid one to 
another, Lo, the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us 
the kings of the Hittites, who lived in the adjacent coun. 
, and the kings of the Egyptians, or Ethiopians from 
Alfrica, to come upon us. This was very unlikely, for ho 
could the king of Iſrael ſend them intelligence? but they 
7 feared where no fear was, Wherefore they aroſe and 
fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their 
horſes, and their aſſes, which carried their baggage, even 
the camp as it [was, ] and fled for their life; hey thought 
8 of nothing but ſaving themſekves. And when theſe lepers 
came to the uttermoſt part of the camp, they went into 
done tent and did eat and drink, and carried thence 
ſtilver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid lit; 
and came again, and entered into another tent, and car- 
tried thence [alſo,] and went and hid [it;] hey fi 
ſatisfied their hunger, and then hid the treaſure ; this was 
9 quite conſiſtent with Gehazi*s covetous temper. Then they. 
ſaid one to another, We do not well!: this day [1s] a 
day of good tidings, and we hold our peace; id is cru. 
in us not to inform our diſtreſſed brethren : if we tarry till 
the morning light, ſome michief will come upon us, 
te * may return, or the * of Iſrael may . 75 ” 
i or. 


for concealing this important 4 now therefore 
come, that we may go and tell the king's houſehold. 


8 10 So they came and called unto the porter of the city: 


and they told them, ſaying, We came to the camp of 


the Syrians, and, behold, there was] no man there, 


71 


12 


neither voice of man, but horſes tied, and aſſes tied, 
and the tents as they [were. ] And de called the por- 
ters, the king's guard, and they told [it] to the king's 


houſe within; thus the intelligence came to the king himſelf. 


And the king aroſe in the night, and ſaid unto his ſer- | 


vants, I will now ſhow you what the Syrians have done 


13 


to us. They know that we [be] hungry; therefore are 
they gone out of the camp to hide themſelves i in the 
field, ſaying, When they come out of the city, we ſhall | 
catch them alive, and get into the city; forgetting or diſ= 
regarding the prophecy of Eliſha, he thought it was a ſtra- 
tagem to draw them out, and then ſurpriſe them. And one 
bol his ſervants anſwered and faid, Let [ſome] take, I 
pray thee, five of the horſes that remain, which are left 
in the city, (behold, they [are] as all the multitude of 


Ifrael that are left in it: behold, [I ſay, ] they [are] 


| even as all the multitude of the Iſraclites that are con- 
ſumed:) and let us ſend and ſee. The horſes and men are 
| almoſt all conſumed with hunger, few of either are left, and 
thoſe are likely to periſh; therefore we ſhall run no great 
hazard by ſending out a few if they ſhould be taken and de- 
| firoyed;, there is little difference between that and ſtaying 
14 here to periſh by famine. They took therefore two chariot | 
horſes, and the king ſent after the hoſt of the Syrians, 
gay ing, Go and ſee; he would venture no more than two, 
15 15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all 
the way [was] full of garments and veſſels, which the 
Syrians had caſt away in their haſte, And the meſſen- 
16 gers returned and told the king. And the people went 
out, and ſpoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a meaſure 
of fine flour was [ſold] for a ſhekel, and two meaſures 


of barley for a ſhekel, according to the word of the 


Lord; they found ſuch Plenty, that there was more than 
Sufficient for thoſe that went out, and they — it home 


and ſ Aale # to others. 


Geo 3 2 * And 


470 1 — . KINGS. VII: 


17 And the king appointed the lord on whoſe hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the gate, being @ Poſt of great 

importance and honour, to ſee that no diſorders Were comm. 
mitted, and that they did not leave the city quite naked, and 
the people running out in ſuch crowds to the ſpoils of the 
 Aſprian camp, threw him down, and trode upon him in 
the gate, and he died, as the man of God had ſaid, who 
ao 18 ſpake when the king came down to him. And it came 
do paſs as the man of God had ſpoken to the king, 
ſaying, Two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, and a 
meaſure of fine flour for a ſhekel, ſhall be to morroy 
19 about this time in the gate of Samaria: And that lord 
anſwered the man of God, and ſaid, Now, behold, [if] 
the Loxp ſhould make windows in heaven, might ſuch 

a thing be? And he ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with 

20 thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat eee. And ſo it fell 
out unto him: for the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died. This was ſo remarkable an event, thai 

11 is fiere repeated with the prediction, 10 ſhow lie truth both 
Y God's Junge? and aan OS. 


REFLECTIONS. 


\R O M bete we e that than may be a fic 

form of religion where there is great wickednels, 
The lepers were kept out of the gate, and a ſtrict regard 
Was paid to ſome ceremonies of the law, while idolatry and 

wickedneſs: were tclerated and countenanced, A remark 
| Which we have often occaſion to make; and it is very neec- 
ful, conſidering how many reſt 1 in a form of religions with. 
out the power of it. 

2. Ihe reaſoning of theſe 1 18 e to our 


| ſpiritual concerns, and the method to be taken for the 


ſecurity of our ſouls. When the hearts of penitents are 
ready to be overwhelmed with ſorrow and deſpair, lei them 

venture on Chriſt, and the terms of the goſpel ; they mult 
periſh without ERR and can but periſh at his feet. Leis 
not an enemy, however Satan and the world may reprelen! 
him, but a friend. He who applies here, is ſure to live, 
But if there was only a chance, or probability, yet ſurely 


i; 
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it is the wiſeſt way. If we muſt periſh, let it be at the 


feet of Chriſt, confeſſing our fins and imploring mercy, 
See here a remarkable inſtance of the power of God. 
The Syrians heard a great noiſe, which impreſſed them 


with fear; a dreadful ſound was in their ears; and they fled 


without enquiring whether there was reaſon for fear or not. 
| What little reaſon have we to be afraid of men, when God 


has ſo many ways of confounding them, and diſappointing 


their moſt artful devices. 


4. It is natural to impart joy, and it is our duty to pub- 


liſh good tidings to others. We ſhould be willing to im- 


W part temporal pleaſures, that others may ſhare with us, 


and eſpecially ſpiritual pleaſures ; tell them our experience 


of God's goodneſs, and the pleaſures of religion; tell them 
our joys ang __ and ſay, 0 taſte and ſee that the Lord is 


gracious. 


5. Let us learn, as the chief leſſon, the fatal conſequence 
of unbelief. This nobleman thought himſelf very witty 
upon the prophet ; but he was trodden down as mire in the 
ſtreets: his oreatneſs, and rank, and the king's favour, 
were no ſecurity to him. Thus men of unbelieving hearts, 


by deſpiſing the word of the Lord, diſhonour and diſpleaſe 
him; deprive themſelves of good, and are wretched at laſt, 


| They ſhall view eternal life at a diſtance ; ſhall ſee others 
| partake of it, while they miſs it, and are trodden down to 


| hell, Thus the rich man lifted up his eyes in torments, ſeeing 


Abraham afar F, and Lazarus in his boſom, They may ſee, 
but ſhall never taſte, the heavenly banquet, This will pro- 
bably be the caſe of the freethinkers of our day; who treat 
the goſpel as a cunningly deviſed fable. They deſpiſe the 

| prophets of the Lord, and harden their hearts againſt the 

| God of heaven; and thus judge themſelves unworthy of eternal 

| life, Letus humbly ſubmit to the authority of God, and 

* heartily receive his whole will, without cavilling or diſput- 
ung. Take heed, brethren, teſt there be found in any of you an 


evil heart of ae in nr from the none + Cod. 
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CHAP. Vin. 
Eliſha, from a principle of gratitude, here adviſes his good friend 


i 30 the Shunammite to leave the country, on account of the ſeyen 
| years of famine which were coming upon is; upon her return, 
KF ier land is reſtored to her; Ben-hadad's death, Who 15 e. 
B ceeded * Hazael;, and Joram's wicked reign. 


HEN ſpake Eliſha unto the woman, whoſe fon 
. he had reſtored to life, ſaying, Ariſe, and 20 
1 thou and thine houſehold, and ſojourn whereſoever thou 
g canſt ſojourn : for the LoR D hath called for a famine; 
and it ſhall alſo come upon the land ſeven years. 4 
former calamities and deliverances had made little impreſſim, 
2 a longer and heavier famine is brought upon them. And the 
woman aroſe, and did after the ſaying of the man of 
God: and ſhe went with her houſehold, and ſojourned 
in the land of the Philiſtines ſeven years. There was 
= plenty, and tho the enemies of God and Iſrael, yet they 
= 3 allowed them to live quietly among them. And it came to 
DI | pals at the ſeven years? end, that the woman returned 
* diut of the land of the Philiſtines: and ſhe went forth 
1 to cry unto the king for her houſe and for her land. 
4 And the king talked with Gehazi the ſervant of the 
3 man of God, ſaying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the 
=. great things that Eliſha hath done. I, was lawful 
to talk with a leper at a diſtance; and the King s great. 

5 curigſily made him not very nice on this occaſion, And it 
came to pals, as he was telling the king how he had 
reſtored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, 
| whoſe ſon he had reſtored to life, cried to the king for 
her houſe and for her land. And Gehazi ſaid, My lord, 
O king, this [is] the woman, and this [is] her fon, 
6 whom Eliſha reſtored to life. And when the king 
aſked the woman, ſhe told him: /e confirmed what 
| Gehazi had ſaid, and perhaps added other circumſtances od.. 
80 the king appointed unto her a certain officer, - 

ing, 

* Upon leaving the country, her ld: was ſeized by ſome near. 


relation, or coufiſcated. There was a ſtrange alteration from What 
mne was before, when ſhe ſaid, I dwell among my own peoples 
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ing, Reſtore all that [was] her's, and all the fruits of 
the field fince the day that ſhe left the land even till 


eur all the profit made of it ſince ſhe had left it. 


famine: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria was ſick; and 
it was told him, ſaying, The man of God is come 
hither. The fame of what he had done for Naaman gave the 
8 king a great opinion of his power with God; And the king 


go, meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lozp 
g by him, ſaying, Shall 1 recover of this diſeaſe ? So 


wieepeth my lord? And he anſwered, Becauſe 1 know 


their ſtrong holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their young 


of the ſons of the prophets with him. 


? Mr, Appisox takes notice of this, as a | beautiful inſtance of 
love to his country, that calamities coming.” upon it, probably 


after his time, ſhould afflict him ſo much. 


? Some underſtand this, as if he had faid, "1 am ſo inconſider- TH 
| | 1 | able 


now. He ordered the land to be reſtored, with an equivalent 


And Eliſha came to Damaſcus, at the beginning of the 


{aid unto Hazael, Take a preſent in thine hand, and 


Hazael went to meet him, as he came into the city, and 
took a preſent with him, even of every good thing of 
Damaſcus, forty camels* burden, and came and ſtood 
before him,“ and ſaid, Thy ſon Ben-hadad king of 

Syria hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, Shall I recover of 
10 this diſeaſe ? And Eliſha faid unto him, Go, ſay unto 
him, Thou mayeſt certainly recover, there is nothing in 
| thy diſeaſe that is mortal; howbeit the Lord hath ſhowed _ 
11 me that he ſhall ſurely die by ſome other means. And he 
| ſettled his countenance ſtedfaſtly, until he, Hazael, was 
quite aſhamed and put out of countenance; perhaps imagin= 
ing that the prophet ſuſpected ſomething very evil in him: 
12 and the man of God wept.” And Hazael ſaid, Why 


the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Iſrael ; 


men wilt thou ſlay with the ſword, and wilt daſh their 
children, and rip up their women with child; which was _ 

1 13 the higheſt degree of barbarous cruelty, And Hazael ſaid, 
hut what, [is] thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this 
— great thing ? $4 And Eliſha anſwered, The Lonp hae 

1 e 
0 © This * to 1 been hs 2 1 of food, which at 
that time would be very acceptable. It is probable he had ſome | 
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ſhowed me that thou [ſhalt be] king over Syria; 10 
when thou haſt power, thou wilt diſcover thy bloody diſpoß. 


tion and hatred to Iſrael, tho* others ſee no probability of it, 


14 and thou thinkeſt thyſelf not capable of ſuch WICkedneſs, | % , 
he departed from Eliſha, and came to his maſter ; who 


ſaid to him, What ſaid Eliſha to thee ? And he anſwer. 


ed, He told me [that] thou ſhouldſt ſurely recover, 
Ile ſaid this to keep up the king's ſpirits, and prevent his 

i5 ſuſpefing any evil deſign, And it came to paſs on the 
morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipped [it] 


in water, and ſpread [it] on his face, ſo that he died: 


and Hazael reigned in his ſtead, His great deſire to reigi - 


would nat ſujfer him to wait for his maſters death ; but he 
diſpatched him the next morning. 


16 And in the fifth year of Joram the fon of Ahab king |; 
of Iſrael, Jehoſhaphat [being] then king of Judah, 


Jehoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat king of Judah began 


17 to reign,* Thirty and two years old was he when he 


began to reign ; and he reigned eight years in Jeruſa- 


2 ny lem. And he walked in the way of the kings of Iſracl, 


as did the houſe of Ahab: for the daughter of Ahab 


was his wife: and he did evil in the fight of the Logo. 
19 Vet the Logp would not deſtroy Judah, for David his 


ſervant's ſake, as he promiſed him to 'give him alway 
a light, [and] to his children. _ 


20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of 
21 Judah, and made a king over themſelves. So Joram 


went over to Zair, and all the chariots with him: and 


he roſe by night, and ſmote the Edomites which com- 


paſſed him about, and the captains of the chariots : and 


: 20" the popes. fied into their tents, Let Tom — 
1 ed 

9 able. a creature, that it is not © likely 1 ſhould have power to do 
But it is rather an expreſſion. of Biest abhorrence of ſuch in 

| . de and cruelty, | | 
r Joſephus ſays, the king complained of 1 8 that Hazzel 
under pretence of cooling his face, ſtifled him, Thus he mace 
no noiſe, there were no figns of violence, and Hazael was not ful- 


pected of the murder; upon which, being in great favour witl 


; the people and the ſoldiers, he was choſen king. How he be 
1 haved, we ſhall read of hereafter. © 


. For a larger account of Jehoram's wicked reign, ſes 2 Chr 
ch, Ki. Which ſhould be read next. | | 


2. 


„ CORRS gi 


Wn KINGS. VIII. 475 


dd from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then 


Libnah revolted at the ſame time, according to Hates 
proplecy, Gen. xxvii. 40. 


23 And the reſt of the acts of Joram, and al that ne 
did, [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles 


24 of the kings of Judah? And Joram ſlept with his fa- 


thers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 


Da es and Ahaziah his ſon reigned i in his ſtead. 


In the twelfth year of Joram the ſon of Ahab king 
- Iſrael did Ahaziah the ſon of Jehoram king of Judah 
| 26 begin to reign. Two and twenty years old [was] Aha- 
ziah when he began to reign ; and he reigned one year 
in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Athaliah, 
27 the daughter of Omri king of Iſrael, And he walked 
in the way of the houſe of Ahab, and did evil in the 

ſight of the Lonp, as [did] the houſe of Ahab: for he Ss 


| [was] the ſon in law of the houſe of Ahab. 


| 23 Andhe went with Joram the ſon of Ahab to then war 

againſt Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gilead; and 

2 the Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram went 

back to be healed in Jezreel of the en which the 

| Syrians had given him at Ramah, when he fought 
againſt Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the ſon 

of Jehoram king of Judah went down to ſee Joram the 


BY fon of Ahab! in n Jezreel, becauſe he was ek. 


REFLECTIONS. 


\BSERVE. 8 inflence of the power of God : 


over univerſal nature, and the awfulneſs of his 


F agents. That is a remarkable phraſe in v. 1. for the 
| Lord hath called for a famine. So in Pſalm cv. 16. Moreover 
| he called for a famine on the land; he brake the whole ſtaff of 


| Vriad, All calamities are from God, and come at his call, 


where and when he bids them, and he appoints how long 3 
they ſhall continue. Let us regard his hand in all our 
calamities and deliverances. They who deſpiſe or overlook | 


; it, may expect greater and heavier afflictions. 


2, Learn how much of the providence of God 1s 8 
fren in parent little contingencies 3 the Shunammite 
EC: came 
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came in juſt as Gehazi was telling her ſtory. Thoſe who 


obſerve the dealings of God, have often ſeen ſuch things. 


His wiſdom and goodneſs avs timed certain events, ſo az 
to make them peculiarly remarkable, and in their conſe. 


quences peculiarly comfortable and happy. In the mount ; of 
difficulty the Lord is ſeen. Pſalm cvii. 43. Whoſo 16 Wiſe, and 


_ 2oill obſerve theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the lovin, 


Kindneſs of the Lord. 
2. See how afflictions, elpectally thoſe of ickrieſs, change 


men's minds. When Ben-hadad was fick, Rimmon was 
nothing; he then wanted the help of a prophet ; of that 
_ ſame prophet he had ſent a detachment to ſeize and intend. 


ed to deſtroy, He now reverences him as a father, and 


ſends him a preſent. Afflictions ſhow men the vanity of 
their idols, their riches, and pleaſures, Then they will 
ſeek God early, have other thoughts of his miniſters, and 
value the counſels and prayers of thoſe whom before they 
deſpiſed. Many have reaſon to ſay, Before 1 Was affiititd, iq 
Wen oftray, but fince ] have kept thy law, _ 
4. How much may men be miſtaken in themſelves! . 
they do not know how a change of circumſtances may alter 
their temper and conduct. Hazael expreſſed great abhor- 
kence at the evil which Eliſha propheſied he would do to 
Ifrael; but he afterwards did as the prophet had aid, 
Thus men are often ſhocked at the thoughts of committing 
ſome fins, which they afterwards commit with greedineſs. 
hey think themſelves ſufficiently armed againſt tempta - 
tion; but they know not their own hearts. Let us learn to 
watch narrowly the workings of the heart; eſpecially to 
guard againſt pride, ambition, and the love of preeminence, 
which frequently leads men to commit the worſt wickedneſs 
:--00 accompliſh their ends. Let thoſe who are poor and Jow, 
be content, and not deſirous of great things. They know 
not what a ſnare and miſchief proſperity may prove to 
them, and what injury riches and honours may do them. 
Theſe things change men's manners, generally for the 
worſe ; which is a conſiderable reaſon why we ſhould V 
eur converſation without covetouſneſs, and hart, in 3 = 
Z fate We ar e, therewith 70 be content, 
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E H A P. IX. 
Tele being anointed king by a young prophet, 75 COmman td 2 


ie deſtruction of Joram, Ahaziah, and Jexel = 
A" D Eliſha the prophet called one of the children 


comeſt thither, look out there Jehu, who 7s commande, 
in chief, the ſon of Jehoſhaphat the fon of Nimſhi, and 


and ſay, Thus faith the Logp, I have anointed thee 
bing over Iſrael. Then open the door and flee, and 
tarry not, left thou ſhould} be taken up for 8 traitor, 

4 So the young man, [even] the young man the pro- 


the hoſt [were] ſitting in council together; this was a pro- 


| faid unto him, Thus faith the Logp God of Iſrael.” 1 


| Oy @,” : 


Was 5 anointed after the aivition « ot the ten trib⸗ 
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teſtroy the houſe of Ahab; the execution of his comm 0 ih 


of the prophets, and ſaid unto him, Gird up 
thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and 
2 go to Ramoth- gilead: : And he ſaid to him, When thou 


go in, and make him ariſe up from among his brethren, 
the other officers, and carry him to an inner chamber, 
Then take the box of oil, and pour [it] on his head, 


phet, with great faith and courage, went to Ramoth- 
5 gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains of 


per ſeaſon, as it might affect them all, and diſpoſe them to 
follow Zehn : and he faid, I have an errand to thee, O 
captain, And Jehu ſaid, Unto which of all us? And 
6 he faid, To thee, O captain. And he aroſe, and went 
into the houſe; and he poured the oil on his head, and 


have anointed thee king over the people of the Logo, 7 
[even} 


t Elijah 8 was andere. to anoint -fehn, ſor the dera dio of Aa- 
dab's tamily, ſee 1 Kings xix. 16. but Ahab's humiliation had 

relpited the execution. Eliſha was now old, and too well known 
| execute the commiſſion himſelf, which required ſecrecy ; he there. 
fore ſent one of the ſtudents ot 6 the college to Ramoth- gilead, 
Which the Iſraelites hz d taken and which Was Dov kept by the | 


"In extraordinary 5 as v. ben the ficceſion Was 3 | 
the kings were , anointed, By this vilble ſign Jehu might be the 
more confirmed in the truth of that meſisge that was brought 
do him, 1 Kings xix. 16. He was the only } king of ir ael that 
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. [even] over Iſrael,” And thou ſhalt inte the houſe of 
Ahab thy maſter, that I may avenge the blood of my 
ſervants the prophets, and the blood of all the ſervants 

8 of the Loko, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole 
houſe of Ahab ſhall periſh: and I will cut off from 
Ahab him that piſſeth againſt the wall, every male, and 

9 him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael : And [ will make 
the houſe of Ahab like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of 
| Nebat, and like the houſe of Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah . 

10 And the dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezrez!, 
i that piece of ground where Naboth's vineyard was, and 
[3 5 [there ſhall be] none to bury [her.] And he opened 
— mtuhe door, and fled. Thus he repeated what Elijal fal 
foretold concerning the deſtruction of this family, 1 Kinss 
i ; xxl. 24, We. 
i SY Jehu came forth to the ſervants of his bak: 
= and fone] ſaid unto him, [Is] all well? wherefore came 
N © this mad [fellow*] to thee? And he faid unto them, 
> Ye know the man, and his communication; 90 : of 
: nor, by his garb and way of ſpeaking, that he was a pro: 
phet, and had fore iſaportant meſſoge to me, ither of advice 

or reproof; and 1 crefore wave all further enquiry for (k: 

22 preſent. And they {aid, [It is] falſe, there <was no private 
! £7 meſſage, it was ſomething of a publick nature; and therefore 
222 - they were the more 2 citous to know, ſaying, Tell us 
i J now. And he ſaid, Thus and thus ſpake he to me, 
fſaying, Thus ſaith the Lorp, I have anointed thee 
13 Og: over lirael,” ! ＋ hen * hafted, and took every 
5 5 man 


* God Wd not "difown Iſrael tho? they: were fo . hae All 
acted as their king, and appointed them kings or viceroys WRom 
he pleaſed. 
80 -the idolaters called the e There Was ſomething in 
| their dreſs and manner of living that was uncommon; and his 
3 flying with precipitation, and ſome marks of diſpleaſure, might 
lead them to uſe this language. es | 
The fpirit of courage came upon Joby ROVER he was anointed; 
and he told them the meſizge, and probably ſhowed them the 01 
that was poured upon him, Upon this God remarkably influenced 
their hearts, ſo that they Immediately raiſed him on an eminence | 
like a throne, and put their garments under him, both to raiſe 
him, and in token of ſubjection to him; a cuſtom uſed afterwards 
; among the Greeks and Romans. 
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the ſtairs, and blew with trumpets, faying, Jehu is 
(Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Iſrael, 
| 15 But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jezree 

If it be your minds, [then] let none go forth [nor] 


advice; but, as ſecrecy and ſpeed cvere neceſſary in this 


intelligence to Foram. 


Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was 


f hurſe coming. And Joram faid, Take an horſeman, 
| peace ? it news from the Syrians? is all well at Ramoth? 
Thus faith the king, [Is it] peace? And Jehu ſaid, 


thus he prevented his carrying any meſſage to the city. And 


What haſt thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me. 
them, and cometh not again: and the driving [is] 


21 driveth furiouſly, which Fehu cas noted for. And 


man his garment, and put it] 1 him on the top 6 


[4 king. So Jehu the ſon of Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Nim- 8 
ſhi, with the reſt of the captains, conſpired againſt Joram. 


becauſe of Hazael king of Syria; he had taken it, and 
kept his army there leſs Haxael ſhould attempt to recover it. 


of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when 


he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu ſaid, 


| eſcape out of the city to go to tell [it] in Jezreel; ho 
 eviſely complimented them, by doing nothing without phe 


buſineſs, he adviſes that none ! ve Za - hee 00 1 | 
16 So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezr or for 
17 come down to ſee Joram. And there ſtood a watch- 
man on the tower in Jezreel, and he ſpied the company 
of Jehu as he came, and ſaid, I fee a company, a troop 
and ſend to meet them, and let them ſay, [Is it! 
So there went one on horſeback to meet him, and ſaid, . 
What haſt thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind _ 
the watchman told, ſaying, The meſſenger came to them, 
19 but he cometh not again, Then he ſent out a ſecond 
| on horſeback, which came to them, and ſaid, Thus 
ſaith the king, [Is it] peace? And Jehu anſwered, 5 
20 And the watchman told, ſaying, He came even unto 
like the driving of Jehu the fon of Nimſhi; for he 
Joram, finding he would deliver an account lo none but lim. 


| 000 reſolved to go to him; and ke ſaid, Make ready. And 
5 his chariot Was made ready. And n king of Iſrael 
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and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in 115 cha. 
riot, and they went out againſt Jehu, and met him in 
the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite, in part of Va. 
boils vineyard; a remarkable providence; enough io mak; 


22 Joram tremble, and Fehu triumph, And it came to paſs, 


when Joram ſaw Jehu, that he ſaid, [Is it] peace, Jehy? 
And he anſwered, What peace, {o long as the whoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel, he ſpiritual and corporeal adi. 
 teries with which their idolatry was attended, and her 
witchcrafts [are ſo] many ? her methods of deceit, in which 

| he joined her, and both tolerated and countenanced thin, 


I 23 And Joram turned his hands, he hands of him wn 


drove the chariot, to return to the city, and fled, and fig, 
24 to Ahaziah, [There is] treachery, O 1 And 
| Jehu drew a bow with his full ſtrength, and ſmote 
S Jehoram between his arms, as he fled from him. and the 
arrow went out at his heart, and he funk down in his 


25 chariot, Then ſaid [Jehu] to Bidkar his captain, Take 


up, [and] caſt him in the portion of the field of Naboth 

the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and 
thou rode together after Ahab his father,” when che 
attended Ahab in ſtate to take poſſeſſion of this vineyard, the 

| Loxp laid this burden upon him; 7hreatened him with 


26 this puniſhment by the prophet Elijah. Surely, I have 


ſeen yeſterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of 
his ſons, who were ſlain to prevent their making any clain 
o it, faith the LORD; and I will requite thee in this 
plat, faith the LORD. Now therefore take [and] caſt 
him into the plat [of ground,] according to the word 


. of the Loxp; and he Was accordingly nrown there de 


am kind of burial, - 


27 But when Ahaziah the king 'of Judah ow Chis, ] he 


5 fled by the way of the ane houſe, And Jehu fol. 
lowed after him, and ſaid, Smite him alſo in the cha- 
riot. [And they did fo] at the going up to Gur, which 
is] by Ibleam.* And he fled to Megiddo in Sama, 
and died there; ; he e 170 Megiaao, ou thence he W 
brought 


2 Jjehu had no 3 to e eben . as he was joined 


in .athmity and e with the houſe of Ahab, 2 thought | ne 
Was included. 
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bro gli 70 Jehu at Fezreel, and by his ſentence was ſlain, 
28 2 Chron. xxii. 9. And his ſervants carried him in a cha- 
riot to Jeruſalem, and buried him in his ſepulchre with 
his fathers in the city of David, becauſe he was the grand- 
29 ſen of good Fehojhaphat, ſee 2 Chiron. xxii. 9, And in the 
ele cnc year of Joram the ſon of Ahab began Ahaziah 
to reign over Judah. e 
o And when J. 12 was come to Tezreel; Jezebel Kel | 
| [ofit ;] and, ſt-2d of clothing he; r ſelf in ſackcloth, and pray- 
ing jar mercy, ſhe painted her 7:7: fled face, and tired her 
| head, and looked out at a window, reſolviag to keep up her 
_ dignity and ſtate, bins: perhaDs, that her fox would ſecure 5 
F her, and ner manejty daunt kim. And as chu entered in at 
the gate, ſhe faid 70 him. [Had] Zimri peace. who flew 
92 his maſter Bagſh2? 1 Kings xvi. 18. And ke lifted up his 
face to the window, and ſaid, Who [is] on my ſide? 
who? And there looked out to him two [or] three 
33 eunuchs, who Were chamberiains or pages. And he ſaid, 


their revenge on their haughty miſtreſs, or to gain favour. 


the wall, and on the horſes: and he trode her under 
24 foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, 
and faid, Go, ſee now this curſed (woman, and 
bury her: for ſhe [is] a king's daughter; the daughier 
35 / the ling of Sidon, 1 Kings xvi. 31. And they went 
to bury her: but they found no more of her than the 
ſcull, and the feet, and the palms of [her] hands, She 
was ſo ill beloved that no body had taken care of her carcaſs, 


and told him. And he ſaid, This [is] the word of the = 


Meſh of Jezebel he then recollefed the words of Elijah in 
| 7 1 Kings xxi, 23. And the carcaſs of Jezebel ſhall be as 


dung upon the face of the field in the Pang: of Jez- 
Vor. III. 5 K. eee 


imri when he was | befieged by Oni” burned. Wald. and 
tie houſe, But the caſe was not parallel. Limri did it out of 
ambition, Jeb ** che GIVING command. | 


Throw her down. So they threw her down, 70 gratify 8 


with Jehu; and [ſome] of her blood was ſprinkled on 


30 and the dogs had eaten it; Wherefore they came again RT 


Lon, which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſh- 85 ; 
bite, ſaying, In the portion of Jezreel ſhall dogs eat the _ 


| tioned, v. 7. And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſt 


434 "+ ETHOS I 
ert * [fo] that they ſhall not ſay, This [18] Jezebel, 


there was no monument, 10 children, nothing to keep 10 boo 
memory. It was a great ion of tne [ans of Fen 
. afterwards, that he entered on his reigu with an opportunity 
of remarking the variety of God's threatenings, and the 
terror of his venzeance againſt idolatry; yet he follnwed the 
fins of Feroboam, the? God had mentioned that 5 d. 9. 
as a my 5 "ave aud infamous perſon. 5 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


„0 B SERV E. again how God diſpoſes of kilos 
and hearts as he pleaſes, He gave the kingdom 
to Jehu; united the hearts of captains and ſoldiers to him, 
without envy or any oppoſition, He raiſeth up and put- 


teth down princes, and influenceth the. ſpirits of men to 


bring about his own purpoſes, Let us reverence him, why 
doeti as he pleaſeth . the armies of REQVER and the inhabi- 
 tants ef the earth. 
2. It becomes us to BY di arch a hw intrepid reſo 
; lotion: in the execution of the divine commands. This 
young prophet took a long and hazardous journey to exe- 
cute the divine commiſſion entruſted to him. We have 
no no ſuch extraordinary authority; but whatever we 
know to be the will of God, ſhould be diſpatched with 
ſteady reſolution and purpoſe of heart, Fear not; have nit 
I commanded thee? is futfcient to engage all the Aion and 
activity of our ſouls. _ 

3. We learn that the blood of God's 8 and pro 
phets 1 is precious in his ſight, and that he will avenge it 
Aͤhab's houſe was notoriouſly wicked in many inſtances; 

but this great iniquity filled up the meaſure of it, as men- 


that I may avenge the blood of my ſervants the prophets, and Ile 
blood of all the ſervants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezi)!. 
When the Lord cometh to puniſh the inhabitants of the 
world, he will make inquifition for blood; and thoſe who hat! 
made themſehues drunk with the blood of the ſaints, ſhall have 6 
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=. 555 JOE there is a reference bers to the name of Jezebe 
1 which bgnites as dung. 
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wp of trembling put into their os; and meet With awful 
tokens of the divine diſpleaſure. 

It is not uncommon for the beſt of men to ks account- 
ed mad. So the prophets were treated; ſo was Chriſt 
himſelf, ind John the baptiſt, as a poor, melancholy man. 
This is often the caſe, and none who are acquainted with 
the wiſdom of this world will think it ſtrange. But if we are 
bef de ourſelves, it is to God: and the reproach of the wicked 
is not worth regarding. J. hey think it ſtrange that we run not 
with them into the ſame excejs of riot, and e us for it. : 
Ho treated they the prophets. : 
| 5. We learn that the way of fin can never be ha way of 1 
peace, What haſt thou to do with peace? ſays Jehu, v. 19. 


They think to find peace and ſafety in their evil way; but 


what peace can there be, while God is diſhonoured and 
affronted, and religion neglected? What peace with him, 
or with conſcience 3 what peace in life or death, for thoſe _ 
who obey not God, and fight againſt conſcience ? Men may 


amuſe themſelves with hope, and truſt to a falſe praces but = 


there is no peace, ſaith God, to the wicked. 1 
6. The Lord 1s known by the judgments which he excruteth, 
This remarkable ſeries of awful events, was fulfilling the 
word of the Lord delivered many years before, Not one 
word of his ſhall fall to the ground, Ahaziah was a partaker 5 
in the ſin, and for that reaſon a partaker of the plague; 
the threatenings which ſeemed to be forgotten, were all 
accompliſhed, even to the very circumſtance of place, at 


Jezreel, and in Naboth's vineyard, and in the dogs de- 
ſtroying Jezebel. God will have a time of reckoning with 


finners, tho' they may flouriſh long in their iniquities. The 


miſerable end of Jezebel is very affecting and inſtructive. 


In the midſt of ever ſo much pride, cruelty, and idolatry, 
ſinners can never out- face or out. brave the Judgments of 


God, Thus will the enemies of God periſh. Thus ſhall 


Rome, that ſpiritual Jezebel, that mother of harlots, and 


| abomination of the earth, be deſtroyed, The execution of 
theſe threatenings, in the inſtances before us, confirms our 
faith in that great event, which revelation declares; er 
a and _—_— is the Lord who CE ler. ha 
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An account of the execution done upon Ahad's family and ti; 
e of Baal; with Fehu's characler and re. gu. 


ND Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria, grondſins 
or nephews, who, amidſt the confuſion, fled to Samarig 
for ſafety. Ard Jehu wrote letters, and ſent to Samariz, 
wit rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them 
1 that brought up Ahab's [children,] 70 the chief per ſons 
fi and officers of the court, who had the care of the royal fam, 
ad had fled with them for their greater ſecurity, ſaying, 
2 Now as ſoon as this letter cometh to you, ſeeing your 
maſter's ſons [are] with you, and [there are] with you 
4 chariots and horſes, a fenced city alſo, and armour; 
Y zs Look even out the beſt and meeteſt of your maſter's 
Sn --—.__--- fons, and ſet [him] on his father's throne, and fight for 
4 your maſter's houſe.* But they were exceedingly afraid, 
and ſaid, Behold, two kings ſtood not before him: hoy 
5; then ſhall we ſtand? And he that [was] over the houſe, 
Ee, m0 he that [was] over the city, the elders alſo, and 
= : the bringers up [of the children, ] ſent to Jehu, ſaying, 
WMe [are] thy ſervants, and will do all that thou ſhalt 
=_ bid us; we will not make any king: do thou [that 
Zy ĩͤ hk is] good in thine eyes. This was a cowardly ſur- 
render; determining to ſubmit at pleaſure, and do as he t 
| 56 have them, Then he wrote a letter the ſecond time to 
them, faying, If ye [be] mine, and [if] ye will heark- 
een unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
maſter's ſons, and come to me to Jezreel by to morroꝶ 
this time. Now the king's ſons [being] ſeventy per- 
ſeons, [were] with the great men of the city, which 
= 7 brought them up, And it came to pals, when the let- 
ter came to them, that they inſtantly obeyed his orders, all 
took the king's ſons, and flew ſeventy perſons, and put 
their heads in baſkets, and ſent him [them] to Jezret! 
1 And there came a meſſenger, and told him, 915 
. ey 


WE. [Perhaps Jehu knew _ were 3 about a ſucceſſor, 
= and ſent them this ironical meſſage, or contemptuous defiance, nv 
| doubting but he was able to deal with the greateſt of them. 


0 


it 


H. KINGS Xx 483 


They have brought the heads of the king's ſons. And, 
it being late at might, he ſaid, Lay ye them in tuo 
heaps at the entering in of the gate until the morning. 
9 And it came to paſs in the morning, that he went out, 
and ſtood, and ſaid to all the people, who were met to- 
gether to view this ſtrange ſpectacle, and to be witneſſes of the _ 
dreadful judgments of God upon Ahab*s houſe, becauſe of their 
idolatry and craelty, Ye | be] righteous, ye have had no 
hand in this, and therefore you need not fear any miſchief + 
| behold, I conſpired againſt my maſter, and ſlew him: 
but who flew all theſe ? other hands hgye flain theſe young 
men; yet it is done in obedience to the divine command, and 
10 7 the execution of the divine ſentence. Know now that 
there ſhall fall to the earth nothing of the word of the 
Lok, which the LORD ſpake concerning the houſe of 
Ahab: for the Loxp hath done | that] which he ſpake 
11 1 his ſervant Elijah, So Jehu flew all that remained 
of the houſe of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, 
and his kinsfolks, and his prieſts, until he left him none 
remaining in Near kel; baut there were Jome JH in ee, 
V 
12 And, having finiſhed ki work in Fezreel, he vw and N 
13 departed, and came to Samaria. [And] as he ſwas] 
at the ſhearing houſe in the way, Jehu met with the 
brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and ſaid, Who e 
lare] ye? And they anſwered, We [are] the brethren CV 
of Ahaziah, his nephews, as we read 2 Chron. OS ES 
and we po down to falute the children of the king, and EN 
the children of the queen; knowing nothing of what had he 
_ happened, they came to attend their uncle back, and pay their | 
reſpects to the royal family, to which they were related, 
14 And he ſaid, Take them alive. And they took them 
alive, and flew them at the pit of the ſhearing houſe, 
leven] two and forty men; neither left he any of them. 
1; And when he was departed thence, he lighted on 5 
 Jehonadab the ſon of Rechab [coming] to meet him: 
. . 
« Probably ſome of theſe were the very perſons who executed 0 


| Naboth by Jezebel's orders; and thus their evil | doings came upon 5 
teir own heads. 5 


, He was a Perſon of great piety and eminence in Agel * 
| | SY Kenite 


X — — — — — — —-—— 2 — — 
3 bo Ee 2m, IL 8 
7 2 3 * . : : 3 


en 222 * 
— — 


486 8 K IN GS. . 


and he maluted him, and ſaid to hin, Is thine heare 
right, as my heart [is] with thy heart? deft than 48 
 fincerely love me and approve of my attiors, es I love and 
reſp ef} thee * And Jehonadab anſwered, It is. If it be, 
give [me] thine hand, in token of thy offeBim. And he 
gave [him] his hand; and he took him up to him into 
16 the chariot. And he ſaid, Come with me, and ſee 
my zeal for the Loxp; my zeal for his honour and dijir 
to fulfil his commands. 50 they made him ride in his 


17 chariot. And when he came to Samaria, he flew all that 


remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had deſtroyed 


him, according to the ſaying of the Loxp, which he | 
: 18 ſpake to Elijah. And Jehu gathered all the people 


together, and ſaid unto We Ahab ſerved Baal 2 
little; [but] Jehu ſhal] ſerve him much; he pretended hi 


19 quarrel was not with Baal, but with AbaÞ's family. Nov 


therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his 
| ſervants, and all his prieſts; let none be wanting: for 
I have a great facrifice [to do] to Baal; whoſoever 
| ſhall be wanting, he ſhall not live: he thought that, con. 


” tdering the deſtruction of Ahal”s family, they might be afraid | 


lo come, and therefore threatens them. But Jehu did [tt] 
in ſubtilty, to the intent that he might deſtroy the 
- worſhippers of Baal; but, whatever his intention was, it 


ES: 20 Was a wicked artifice that he made uſe of. And Jehu faic, 


Proclaim a folemn aſſembly for Baal. And they pro- 


- 21 claimed [it.] And Jehu ſent through all Iſrael : and al 


the worſhippers of Baal came, ſo that there was not 
man left that came not. And they came into the houk 
of Baal; and the houſe of Baal was full from one end 
0 another, including the court, which miglit hold a great 


22 number, And he laid 1 unto. him that [was] over the 


- veliry, 


eie and a „ defcendany of 3 lle impoſed upon his fons 
an auſtere life, that they ſhould drink no wine, nor live in cities, 
ie ir, ns. 6—8.) but be ſhepherds in the country, . leit they 
| ſhould be corrupted in thoſe luxurious and idclatrous times. Ius 
pious and eminent perſon, hearing what jehu had done in obe- 
dience to God's commands, came t-to congratulate him, and en— 
courage him to extirpate idolatry. Jeho, thinking that a perion 


of his charaQer and reputation would add weight. and acceptance 
to what he was doing, eſpecially among the pious Iſraelites, 


| addreſſed him in the moſt tricndly manner. 


® 


2. 
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veſtry, Bring forth veſtments for all the worſhippers of 
23 Baal. And he brought them forth veſtments,* And 
Jehu went, and Jehonadab the ſon of Rechab, into the 

houſe of Baal, and faid unto the worſhippers of Baal, 
Search, and look that there be here with you none of 


the ſervants of the Lord, but the worſhippers of Baal 


24 only, 16%. the ſacriſice ſhould be profaned by others. And 
when they went in to offer ſacrifices, and burnt offer- 
ings, Tehv ppointed fourſcore men without, and ſaid, 
II] any oi the men whom I have brought into your 
bands eſcape, [he that letteth him go, his life [ſhall 
25 be} for the life of him. And it came to paſs, as ſoon as 
he had made an end of offering the hurat offering, that 
Tehu ſaid to the guard and to the captains, 30 in, [and] 
 fley them; let none come forth. And they ſmote 
them with the edge of the ſword; and the guard and 
the captains ou [them] out, and went to the city of 
the houſe of Ban; a place where the prophets and prieſts 
of Baal lived; be buildings of which were numerous, and it 
20 wos a kind of city, And they brought forth the images 
Y out of the houſe of Baal, and burned them. And they 
brake dowa the image of Baal, and brake down the 


| houſe of Baal, and made it a draught houſe, or commJon 


28 ſever, unto this day. Thus Jehu deftroyed Baal out 
of Iſrael; ſo that he wwas never worſhipped there any more. 
The work Was good, but the manner of conducting it was 
urong and ſcandalous. 
29 Howbeit [from] the ſins of Jeroboam the tom of 
Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, Jehu departed not from 
after them, [to wit,] the golden calyes that [were] in 
Beth-el, and that [were] in Dan; he worſhipped thoſe, 
70 * the people ſhould return to Jeruſalem, And the Log 
ſaid unto Jehu, by ſome prophet, Becauſe thou haſt done 


well in executing [that which is] right in mine eyes, 


| [and] haſt done unto the houſe of Ahab according to 
al that [was] 1 in mine heart, thy children of che fourth 
„„ [ener- 


f Theſe were e badges of iin ion. or rather, as Sar n ſup · 
poſes, little tents, in which they had infamous commerce with 
women, who proſtituted themſelves in honour of Baal. Hence we 
ſo often read of whoredoms when idolatry is mentioned, 
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[generation] ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael. 7; Gil 
31 was pleaſed to reward his partial obedience; But Jehn tog 
no heed to walk in the law of the LORD God of lag 
with all his heart: for he departed not from the {ng 
vf Jeroboam, which made Iſrael to fin; His Policy got the 
3 Hetter of his religion. 
i; 32 in thoſe days the LorD began to cut t Iſrael ſhort: 
1 and Hazael ſmote them in all the coaſts of Ib race]; 
: 33 From Jordan eaſtward, all the land of Gilead, the 
= Gadites, and the Reybenites, and the Mapaſſites, from 
# . Aroer, which (is] * the river Arnon, even Gilead 
1 and Baſhan.* 
= 44 Now the reſt of the its of Jehu, and all that he 
did, and all his might, [are] they not written in the 
35 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iiracl? And 
Jehu ſlept with his fathers: and they buried him in 
Samaria. And Jehoahaz his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
. 36 And the time that Jehu reigned over r Lirael | in Samaria 
1 ROM and eight . 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


W BSERV E how ſoon the largeſt families may be 
— made deſolate by the judgments of God. The 
# 7o royal houſe of David was numerous, and ſeemingly in no 
= danger of wanting ſucceſſors; but it is here ſaid that all 
pere cut off. Children are an heritage of the Lord. Pſalm 
© © exxvil. 3. Parents ſhould rejoice over them with crembling; 
| be careful to inſtruct them; and entail the beſt bleſings 
upon them. Sin ſoon cuts off families; but he ji mat 
e in his integrity, and is preſerved, 

. We learn how ſuddenly death may Ger takr choke 

: «ho think themſelves moſt ſecure, as in the inftances of 
Ahab's grandſons, Ahaziah's nephews, and Baal's wor. 
: ſhippers none of whom apprehended any danger. Gel 


gives 


— — —— — 7 — 
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3 3 H took the tier towns, and all the land beyond Jo. 
| dan, and committed terrible ravages ; agreeable to what Eliſha he 
wy foretold, and for which Hazael was threatened in Amos i. 3, 4. Jehu 
wh, RE had no ſucceſs againſt him, becaufe his. heart was not right with 
A | God, Nevertheleſs he reigned 8 and than any of the vgs of 
5 Iirae] had dons before him, 
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gives no ſuch commiſſions now. But the lives of men are 
not ſecure from fraud and cruelty. We ſhould conſider 
life as uncertain, and be always ready: in the midſt of life we 
are in death It is too great a venture to go abroad at any 
time without the ſoul being prepared for heaven, 
Let us adore the juſtice of God in taking off theſe 
Jolatrous ſinners in the very act of ſin. The vileſt idol- 
atry, all ſorts of lewdneſs and unnatural luſts, were practiſed 
in thoſe rites, ſuch as corrupt every good principle and 
affection; and this prevailed ſo generally, that only ſeven 
thouſand men were found in all Iſrael who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal, It was righteous in God, worthy his 
character, as the moral governor of the world, and neceſſary 
for the peace and happineſs of the community, that ſuch 
evil ſhould be remedied. And how ? there was no Way but 
by a thorough « execution. 
4. The great leſſon to be 1% is, to 3 apainſt 
partial obedience and ſubjection to God. Jehu's zeal had 
many faults, and much fraud and falſehood mingled with 
it. Zeal is good; but, Come, fee my zeal, ſpoiled all. Upon 
the whole, it was neither hearty nor univerſal ; he retained 
his favourite idolatry, and worſhipped the calves, Thus, 
many perform ſome acts of religion, while they neglect 
others; part with ſome ſins, but keep thoſe which are moſt 
gainful, moſt pleaſing, or moſt ſecret. Let us ſee that our 
hearts be right, and take heed to walk in the law of God 
with a perfect heart. Without care, we ſhall err, and turn 
aſide from the holy commandment. May we therefore 
Walk circumſpectly in all the ſtatutes and ordinances of the - 
| Lord blameleſs. = 
5. If God rewards partial ii kak wich 2 more 
nill he approve that which is univerſal. v. 30. And the Lord 
ſaid unto Jef, Becauſe thou haſt done well in executing that 
which is right in mine Hes, and haſt done unto the houſe of = 
| Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
fourth generation ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael. God will not 
be wanting to any of his creatures. He may reward ſome 
acts of obedience with temporal proſperity ; tho? he will at 
laſt puniſh the hypocrite, But when the heart is right, and 
obedience is entire and univerſal, according to the tenor of 


. the 
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the goſpel, ſuch ſhall have a glorious and everlaſting re. 
ward. In every reſpect God will ſhow that he 10 ' #pright, and 
that there is no unrighteoufacſs in him, 


CHAP. XI. 


An accourt of the 3 preſervation of Joaſſi * All. 


liah's cruelty; the method Fehoigaa took to ſet him upon the 


throne, the aeath of the uſurper the ejtabli ſhment of 2 
and the reformation begun, 


ND when Athaliah, the widow of * king of 
Judah, the daughter of Ahab, ond the mother of 
Ahaziah, ſaw that her ſon was dead, that Fehu had flain 
her fon and the royal family of Iſrael, ſhe formed the deſperate 
reſolution to revenge it on the houſe of David, and ſhe aroſe 
and deſtroyed all the ſeed royal, Joram's children ly) 
2 another wife, all princes of the blood." But Jehoſhebe ü 
the daughter of king Joram by another wife, ſiſter of 

> Ahaziah, took Joaſh the fon of Ahaziah, and ſtole him 
from among the king's ſons [which were] ſlain ; hen 
carried him off wounded, but not dead, tho* Athaliah con- 
cluded that he was; and they, Jehoſheba and her huſband 
Jelſioiada the high prigſt, hid him, [even] him and his 
nurſe, in the bedchamber belonging to the high pricſt, 
3 from Athaliah, ſo that he was not ſlain. And he was 
with her hid in the houſe of the Lox fix years. And 
Athaliah did reign over the land, and efiabiy ed 1dolatry | 
© apa.” 
16 . the ſeventh year Jehoiada ſent privately and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains and 
the guard, who were well affetzed to the houſe of David, 
on friends to true religion, and brought them to him 
into the houſe of the Logy, and made a covenant with 
x ig and took an oath of fidelity and ſecrecy of them 

1 Trey dt nag 


| * She perhaps was afraid leſt NW ſhould kill her becauſe ſhe 
was of Ahab's family; and therefore deſtroyed the royal family and 


attempted to get into the throne. She had ſome ſons of her own 


by another huſband, to whom ſhe hoped. to leave the crown. 


2 Chiron. XXIV, 7. 
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in the houſe of the Lord, and ſhowed them the king's 
; ſon. And he commanded them. ſeying, This [is] the 


" thing that ye ſhall do; A third part of you that enter 


in on the ſabbath ſhall even be keepers of the watch of 
6 the king's houſe; * And a third part [fall be] at the 
gate of Sur, ie caſt gate, which Apa '1 toward the city, 
that there might 02 no diſturbance from thence ; and a third 
part at the gate behind the guard, % ſouth gate, which 
led to the palace, and where a guard was kept : ſo ſhall ye 
keep the watch of the houſe, that it be not broken 
down; that none of Athaliah's guard ſhould break in to 
7 ſurpriſe them. And two parts of all you that go forth 
on the ſabbath, who have finiſhed your courſe and /o have 
liberty to return home, even they ſhall keep the watch 
of the houſe of the Lory about the king; hey were de- 
tained as a guard about the king*s perſon, probably a third 
8 part were let go, 10 prevent ſuſpicion. And ye ſhall com- 


paſs the king round about, every man with his weapons 


in his hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, 


either the rails of the temple, or the ranks who were ſet to 


guard the king, let him be ſlain : and be ye with the king 
9 as he goeth out and as he cometh in. And the cap- 
tains over the hundreds did according to all [things] 
that Jehoiada the prieft commanded : and they took 
every man his men that were to come in on the ſabbath, 
with them that ſhould go out on the ſabbath, and came 
to Jehoiada the prieſt; hey followed the high prieſt, and 
came without arms, leſt 11 fwould have raiſed 4 ſuſpicion, 
| 10 And to the captains over hundreds did the prieſts give 
king David's ſpears and ſhields, that [were] in the 
| temple of the Logp ; the arms which David had dedicated 
10 Cod as a memorial, or ſpoils which he had taten; the = 
be haps they were almaſe Worn out, or were old fojhioned, it 
"would. 
TS mt he a ghar 3 to the good people of II- 


| rael, who thought the r yal famuy was extintt; and the promiſe 
of God: that David ſhould never want a ſuc: eſſor, had failed. 

K Por theſe purpoſes o many prielt ts and Levites were appoint- 
ed weekly in rotation ; a new courſe came on every ſabbath day 
morning, and the old went out on the ſabbath day evening; 
6 therefore both attended the ſervice of that iolemn day. One part 
Was to guard the king's houſe, where he lived and was educated, 


492 "= — K I N GS. XI. 


would give them ſpirit to uſe them, when ban the 
11 cauſe of the houſe of David. And the guard ſtool every 
9 man with his weapons in his hand, round about the 
5 king, from the right corner of the temple to the left 
1 corner of the temple, [along] by the altar and the 
. 12 temple. And he brought forth the king's ſon, and put 
1 the crown upon him, and [gave him] the teſtimony, 
1 8 or law of God, which he was to read and ſtudy, and by the 
by =, rules of which he was to live and Covern; and they niade 
=: him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their 
br e hands, and ſaid, God fave the king. 
13 And when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the guard 


1 8 [and] of the people, ſhe came to the people into the 
HM temple of the L.ogp. It was carried on ſo ſecretly, that fe le 
1 knew nothing of it till ſhe heard the ſhouting, and came in 
= 14 fright to ſee what was the matter. And when ſhe looked: : 


behold, the king ſtood by a pillar, as the manner [was,] 
'5Y on the brazen ſcaffold, which Solomon uſed at the de 2 Hon, | 
| ànd on which the kings flood when they were inaugurated, 
F and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and 
all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with 
trumpets, and praiſed God for reſtoring the royal family, 
2 Chron. xxiii. 13. and Athaliah rent her clothes, and 
1 16 cried, Treaſon, Treaſon. But Jehoiada the prieſt com- 
= manded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of 
the hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have his forth without 
[A tbhe ranges, carry hier out of the limits of the temple : and 
_ FED him that followeth her kill with the ſword ; deſtroy her 
1 and all who adhere io her. For the prieſt had ſaid, Let 
1 her not be ſlain in the houſe of the LoRD. Hearing this, 
16 ſhe fled in haſte toward the palace, thro* the tables. And 
they laid hands on her ; and ſhe went by the way by the 
Which the horſes came into the king's houſe z and there 
was ſhe ſlain; in a publick place, and in an ignominicus 
. manner, as her mother Fezebel had been before. 
17 And Jehoiada, who was regent during the king's 
4 OO minority, took the firſt opportunity, now the people wee 
5 H and ane to promote the ooſervation of the di- 
wo 5 Line 


1 1 This - was a ee by Jehoiada N bis ſons, one "af hoo Joalh 
1 afterwards angratefully FETs 2 Chron, xxiii. 11. 
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vine Jaws and he made a covenant bored the Lozn 
and the king and the people, that the ſhould be the 
Lonkp's people; 3 the king and the people entered into a 
ſolemn covenant to keep the commandments of Felova , and 
to root out idolatry ; and another covenant between the 
king alſo and the people, in which he engaged to rule by 
18 the divine law, and they 19 be dutiful ſubjefis, And all the 
people of the land went into the houſe of Baal, and 
brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in 
pieces thoroughly, and flew Mattan the prieſt of Baal ; 
before the altars, where he had fled for refuge. And the 
prieſt appointed officers over the houſe of the Lon, 
19 that no unclean perſon ſhould enter into it, And he took the 
rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, 
and all the people of the land; and they brought down 
the king from the houſe of the Lord, and came by the 
way of the gate of the guard to the king's houſe, And 
20 he ſat on the throne of the kings. And all the people 
of the land rejoiced, and the city was in quiet; hey 
rejoiced in what Jehoiada had done, and the happy proſpect 
before them; and no one appeared in defence of the ujurper, or 
gave the new king any diſturbance: and they flew Athaliah 
21 with the ſword | beſide] the king's houſe. Seven years 
old 181 Jehoaſh when he began to reigu. * 


REFLECTIONS. 


» J E. ſos what” dreadfol work ambition makes in 
the world. This wicked woman, to gratify her 
revenge, or rather, her ambition, deſtroyed all the royal 
houſe of Iſrael ſhe could meet with. The calamity of 
families had no effect upon her. A love of power, pre- 
eminence and dominion, open a door to all manner of 
wickedneſs, Where pride and ambition gain the aſcend- 
1 0 * iS thought. too bad for men or women to be 
gui ty 0 
2. We learn what 3 3 and anten great 
families are often —— to. It were better to have been 

deſcended 


"It will be proper to read next the twe renty fourth chapter of 
the 2 Chronicles, 
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defcended Hain the meaneſt tradeſman or labourer in Iſrael, 
than to be of the royal family. When we are ready toe envy 
thoſe who are in high ſtations, we ſhould remember they e 
 fet in ſlippery places. There is more ſecurity, as well as more 
comfort, among people in the middle ſtations of life. 


3. We learn what a blefling one child, wiſely married, 
may be to a good family. It was rather ſtrange that Joran 


| ſhould marry his daughter to the high prieſt, But provi. 
_ dence ordered it fo, that he might ſave his family from utter 
deſtruction. The good high prieſt and his ſon ſaved one, 
as a brand from the burning. This circumſtance ſhould 

make parents ſolicitous that their children may be allied to 
thoſe who are wiſe and good; from whom they may expect 

help and aſſiſtance in circumſtances of difficulty and danger, 
when others, not thus allied, may forſake them, or their 


own near relations prove unnatural. 
4. On how ſmall a thread does the accompliſhment of 


Gy "divine promiſes ſometimes depend. All God's declarations 

in favour of the houſe of David depended on this one little 
child, a year old, ſaved from the ſword of his grandmother, 
The good people of Iſrael thought the houſe of David was 


extinct. But no word of God ſhall fall to the ground; nor 
ſhall any ſcheme of men make his promiſe of none effect 


5. From the joy which the people expreſſed in this great 


5 ö Wen let us reflect, what reaſon there is for joy and 
; thankfulneſs when Satan is depoſed, and Chriſt is enthronel 
in the heart; when Satan, the uſurper, is put down, and the 
- ſoul gives itſclf up to Chrift, and receives him as king; 


when confuſion and diſorder are changed for piety and peace. 


Oh glorious, happy change! Hoſannali to the 8 of Da: vid 
age be he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


6. How wiſe and prudent is it to engage men to enter 


= into a ſolemn covenant, when the heart is peculiarly im- 
. preſſed with the goodneſs of God, as Jehoiada here = 
Publick reformation is beſt promoted when the memory ot 

deliverances is freſh, and every heart is full of joy. Mini 


ters and people ſhould learn hence, when they ſee young 
men thoughtful and confiderate, narrowly eaved from 


danger and death, to remind them of their obligations to be 
| the Lor o 85 and to devote themſelves to him. Happy are 


thoſe 
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thoſe who have ſuch wiſe, uſeful guides, as Jehoiada was, 
if they are ſenſible of their happineſs; and happy are the | 


people who have joined themſelves to the Lord in an rowing 
covenant, never to o be forgotten. 


EST AP. XII. 
47 account of the good reign of Fehoaſh 1 the days 1 
| =”, enoiada; he 1 75 afterwards ſtain by his ſervants. | 


N the ſeventh year of Jehu Jehoaſh began to reign; 
and forty years reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his 
2 mother's name [was] Zibiah of Beer-ſheba. And Je- 
| hoaſh did [that which was] right in the ſight of the 
| Loxp all his days wherein Jehoiada the prieſt inſtructed 
3 him. But the high places were not taken away: the 
L Rill ſacrificed and burnt incenſe | in the N 
Places. 1 8 
And Jehoaſh faid to the prieſts, All the money of . 
as dedicated things that is brought into the houſe of 
the Lozy, [even] the money of every one that paſſeth 
"Toba account,] the money that every man is ſet at, 
| [and] all the money that cometh into any man's heart 
5 to bring into the houſe of the Logo, Let the prieſts 
take it] to them, every man of his acquaintance : and 
let them repair the breaches of the houſe, whereſoever 
66 any breach ſhall be found. But it was [ ſo, that] in the 


three and twentieth year of _ Jehoaſh the prieſts had _ 


_ not repaired the breaches of the houſe. Then king 
J]ehoaſh called for Jehoiada the prieſt, and the [other] N 
prieſts, and ſaid unto them, Why repair ye not the 

| breaches of the houſe ? now therefore receive no [more] 
money of your acquaintance,. but deliver it for the 
8 breaches of the houſe, And the prieſts conſented to 


recieve no [more] money of the people, neither to re- 


9 pair the breaches of the houſe. But Jehoiada the prieſt | 
took a cheſt, and bored a hole in the lid of it, and ſet 

it beſide ho altar, on the right fide as one cometh into 
the houſe of the LORD: and the prieſts that kept the 


door 


11 


gave that to the workmen, and repaired therewith the 
the men, into whoſe hand they delivered the money to 

be beſtowed on workmen : for they dealt faithfully, 

The treſpaſs money and fin money was not brought 

into the houſe of the Loxp: it was the prieſts*, 

LE againſt Gath, and took it : and Hazael ſet his face to go 

—. 18. 


0 
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10 
ſaw that [there was] much money in the cheſt, that the 
king? s ſcrihe and the high prieſt came up, and they put 


"wh 


| ſtone to repair the breaches of the houſe of the Lon, 
and for all that was laid out for the houſe to repair [it.] 
, Lord bowls of filver, ſnuffers, baſons, trumpets, any 
veſſels of gold, or veſſels of filver, of the money | thit 
was] brought into the houſe of the Loxp: But they 


and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedi. 
_ cated, and his own hallowed things, and all the gold 1 
5 [that was] found in the treaſures of the houſe of the 
| Loxp, and in the king's houſe, and ſent [it] to Hazael 
Fing of Syria: and he went away from Jeruſalem. _ 
. " ad [are] they not written in the book of the chroni- 
a6 


the houſe of the Loxp. And they gave the money, 
being told, into the hands of them that did the work, | 
that had the overſight of the houſe of the Lord : and 

they laid it out to the carpenters and builders, that | 
wrought upon the houſe of the Logp, And to maſons 


and made a conſpiracy, and flew Joaſh in the houſe of 
Millo, which goeth down to Silla, For Jozachar the 
| ſon of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the ſon of Shomer, 

his ſervants, ſmote him, and he died; and they buried. 
him with his fathers in the city of David: and Ama. : 
Ziah his ſon ogg in his ſtead, 
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door put therein all the money [that was] brought! into 
the houſe of the LORD. And it was [ſo, ] when they 


up in bags, and told the money [that was] found in 


and hewers of ſtone, and to buy timber and hewed 


Howbeit there were not made for the houſe of the 


houſe of the Lon p. Moreover they reckoned not with 


Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought 


up to Jeruſalem, And Jehoaſh king of Judah took 
all the hallowed things that Jehoſhaphat, and Jehoram, | 


And the reſt of the acts of Joaſh, and all that he 


cles of the kings of Judah? And his ſervants aroſe, 
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CH A . XIII. 
The reigh of Jeloahasz and of his ſon vag, ; and the death of 


Eliſlia. 


N the thres and twentieth year of Toth the 600 of 
*P Ahaziah king of Judah Jeho1haz the fon of Jeha 
began to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, [and reigned} 
2 ſeventeen years. And he did [that which was] evil in the 
fight of the Logp, and followed the ſins of Jeroboam 
"is ſon of Nebat, which made Iſrael to fin; he depart- 
ed not therefrom ; he was not reclaimed. 2 the calamities TY, 
| brought on him and his family. oy 
3 And the anger of the Lonp was kindled againſt I 
| rael, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon 
of Hazael all [their] days; rather, every day; he was con- 
 tinually doing it by their making incurſions upon them, and 
4 frequent advantages gained againſt them, And Jehoahaz 
| befought the Logp, probably on ſome publick humiliation, 
- and the Lokp hearkened unto him, becauſe of his pious = 
anceſtors, v. 23. for he ſaw the oppreſſion of lirael,” © 
5 becauſe the king of Syria oppreſſed them. (And the : 
Logp gave Iſrael a ſaviour, the preſent King's ſon, (as 
ve read afferwards) ſo that they went out from under the 
hand of the Syrians: and the children of Iſrael dwelt in 
their tents, as beforetime; ſecurely and quietly in the coun» 
| 6 „ as well as in the fortified cities, Nevertheleſs they 
departed not from the fins of the houſe of Jeroboam, 
| who made Iſrael fin, [but] walked therein; neither their 
 miſeries nor God's mercy had any effect upon them: and there 
| remained the grove alſo which Ahab had planted in 
; 7 Samaria.) Neither did he leave of the people to Je- 
hoahaz but fifty horſemen, and ten char! tots, and ten 
_ thouſand footmen ; he had very few ſoldiers; war and 
- captivity had reduced them to ſo inconſederable a number; for 
the king of Syria had deftrayed them, and had made”; | 
them like the duſt by threſhing ; wear and contemptin | 
ble, ſo that they were unable to oppoſe him, It does not ab- 2 
pear that there was any want of c cou age in ie king : but it 
Vor. III. Sy +: Was 
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12 And the. reſt of the acts of Joaſh, and all that he did, 


13 the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? And Joaſh ſlept 


- 15 he had obtained them many viffories, And Eliſha ſaid unto 
16 bow and arrows. And he ſaid to the king of Iſrael, 


5 7 valcur, but ta the (power of God, And he faid, Open the 


was the righteous Judgment of God upon him, becauſe lie wa; 
wicked. 
8 Now the reſt of the acts of Tehoahaz, and all that 
: he did, and his might, [are] they not written. in the 
9 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? And 
— Jehoahaz ſlept with his fathers ; and they buried him 
in Samaria; and Joaſh his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
10 In the thirty and ſeventh year of Joaſh king of Judah 
t began Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz to reign over [frac] 
11 in Samaria, [and reigned] ſixteen years. And he did 
Ilthat which was] evil in the ſight of the Loxkp; he de: 
parted not from all the ſins of Jeroboam the ſon of 


LNebat, who made Iſrael fin : [but] he walked thercin, 


and his might wherewith he fought againſt Amazith 
king of Judah, [are] they not written in the book of 


with his fathers ; and Jeroboam fat upon his throne: 
And 8 was buried in Samaria with the kings of 
Do 
14 Now Eliſha 1 was fallen kek. of bis ſickneſs ver 
ns he died. And Joaſh the king of Iſrael came down unto 
him, and wept over his face; he did not come out of love i 
tie prophet, or elſe he would have reformed ;, but from a i. 
cern that Iſrael ſhould loſe its glory and defence, while the 
Syrians probably were ravaging the country; and he ſaid, in 
the very ſame words that Eliſha uſed when Elijah was taken 
away, O my father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael and 
the horſemen thereof; becau/? by his counſels and prayers 


him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him 


Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand 
ſupon it:] and Eliſha put his hands, his weak and uf. 
| ed arms upon the king's hands; to ſhow thai he ſhouli 
ade deliverance, which was nut to be aſcribed to ther 


window 


5 Theſe verſes contain 5 a . 4ceonnt of: the reigns of 
Joaſh and of his ſucceſſor Jeroboam ; but ſome particular faci 
| worthy of notice, are recorded in UV. 14. | | 
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window eaſtward. And he o pened it. 1 Then Eliſnßa 


ſaid, Shoot. And he ſhot. "And he ſaid, The arrow 
of the Lokb's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance 
from Syria; a ſign that the Lord would give deliverance : 


for thou ſhalt ſmite the Syrians in Aphek, or, as ſome 


render it, thou ſhalt ſmite them mightily, till thou have con- 
ſumed [them] ll all their forces with which they infeſted 


10 the land are deſtroyed, And he ſaid, Take the arrows. 
And he took [them.] Having by the former fign ſhowed 
that he ſhould overcome the Syrians, by another he would 
ſhow him how often he ſhould overcome them, And he faid 
unto the king of Iſrael, Smite upon the ground. And 

19 he ſmote thrice, and ſtayed. ? And the man of God was 
wroth with him, and ſaid, Thou ſhouldſt have ſmitten _ 


five or fix times; then hadft thou ſmitten Syria till thou 


hadſt conſumed [it: ] whereas now thou ſhalt mite : 


Syria [but] thrice. 


20 And Eliſha died, and they buried him. And the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming 

| 21 in of the year. And it came to pals, as they were 

| burying a man, that behold, they ſpied a band [of 

men ;] and, for fear of being ſurpriſed, they rolled away 

the fone, and caſt the man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha 12 

_ and when the man was let down, and touched the 


- ans of Eliſha, he revived, and ſtood up on his feet.“ 


But Hazael king of Syria oppreſſed Iſrael all the 
3 1 Fu of Jehoahaz, And the Loxp was gracious unto 
e and had compaſſion on them, and had reſpect 
ee 
8 Sinai lay north caſt, and they had raken al the reſt . 5 


the land beyond Jordan, chap. x, 33. | 
* There was probably mething in the manner or the wer 


| of the prophet, which intimared that he ſhould have ſmitten the b 
ground oftener; but he ſtopped then, probably thinking he had 
done N to humour the old . in what he thought 2 


| lilly action. 


| 4 This was "the higheſt bonout to the other s memory; it con- 
| firmed the truth of what he had promiſed to the king, and en- 


couraged the belief of a future ſtate: and it howed alſo, that 


| What the prophet had done in raiſing the dead, was not by his 


on power, but by the power of God. The uſe which the Church 


| of Rome has made of this ftory, to encourage the worihip of 


| b 18 too ridiculous to be confuted. 
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unto them, becauſe of his covenant with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, and would not deſtroy them, neither 
caſt he them from his preſence as yet; he remembered his 
24 covenant, and gave them time to repent. So Hazael king 
of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his ſon reigned in his 
25 ſtead. And Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz took again 
out of the hand of Ben-hadad the fon of Hazael the 
Cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz 
his father by war; he retook all the country beyond Fordan, 
Ihree times did Joaſh beat him, and recovered the 
cities of Iſrael, according to the promiſe, Probably he was | 
1 unwilling to enter on a fourth ation, in which there Was 10 4 
reaſon to expect equal fucceſs.” : 


REFLECTIONS. 


8 1 1 is the cauſe of chaſtiſement, 0 humiliation 
: and prayer are the means of deliverance, v. 3, 4. 
T his f 1s applicable to ſociety in general, and to private per- | 
ſons. For their iniquity was I wroth, and ſmote them, Let 
ſuch humble themſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
and call upon him in the day of trouble; for this is the 
appointed way to obtain deliverance and ſalvation. . 
2. The loſs of good men, eſpecially of good prophets 
and inſtructors of youth, is greatly to be lamented. They 
are better than chariots and horſemen. It is better to loſe men T 
of war, than men of God, They are the ornament and 5 
ſupport of a nation; they are highly to be valued, and 
greatly to be lamented. When they are taken away we 
ſhould mourn for ourſelves, not for them; we ſhould be 
concerned to riſe up in their ſtead, and * that others 
may do ſo. Bn 
3. It is our own fault if eitel e enemies are not ſmitten : 
and ſubdued. It is owing to our ſloth; we take no pains 
to watch, and pray, and ſtrive; and do not believe the gra- 
cCious promiſes of God. The more vigorouſly we attack 
| them, and the more firmly we depend on divine promiſes, 
the more ſucceſsful we are like to be. We wreſtle not 2010 
IL ff and blobd, Lui with principalities and powers if wwe ret 


Leis 
„ Aſter this chapter, 2 ; Clron chapter x xxv. may be read. 
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jen fal te aith, they will fe from us; and we ſhall 
be more than conquerors thro him that loved us. It is a grief 


to all good men to ſee others loſing the victory, for want of 
faith, zeal, and reſolution, Therefore let us ſtir up our- 


ſelves and one another, and fight the good fight of faith, 


J. All deliverance and ſucceſs, in temporal and ſpiritual | 
concerns, is owing to the grace and compaſſion of God. 


9. 23. And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had com- 


paſſion on them, and had reſpect unto them, becauſe of his cove- 
nant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and would not deſtroy 
jkem, Here are ſeveral inſtructive and delightful W 1 85 
He was gracious to them, had compaſſion upon them, had 
reſpect unto them, and remembered his covenant, He was 
willing to find out a reaſon to be long- ſuffering and gracious 
to this rebellious people. This is great encouragement 
to ſinners to repent. God bears long with them, He is not 
willing that any ſhoutd periſh, With him is forgiveneſs, that he 
may be feared, The goodneſs of God ſhould lead us to re- 
pentance and amendment, fince we are not caft away from 
his preſence, but may exjoy t the txvourable. tokens of it now 


and for ever. 8 


* 
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CHAP. XIV. 


: luci, good reign: ; he is ſlain by a conſpirasy and 15 2 
cCcc8g:eded by Azariah, 


'N the ſecond year of Joaſh ſon of Jede king 

of Iſrael reigned Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king 

EY . Judah. He was twenty and five years old when ge 

began to reign, and reigned twenty and nine years in 

 Jerufalem, And his mother's name [was] Jehoaddan 

z of Jeruſalem. And he did [that which was] right in 

the ſight of the Logo, yet not like David his father: 

he did according to all things as Joaſh his father did, 

| 4 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: as yet 

the people did ſacrifice and burn incenſe on the high 

5 places, And it came to paſs, as ſoon as the kingdom 
Was confirmed in his hand, that he ſlew his ſervants | 

11 3 e Which 


7 


I 
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which had Main the king his father. But the children 


of the murderers he flew not: according unto that which 


is written in the book of the law of Moſes, wherein the 
 Lorp commanded, ſaying, The fathers ſhall not be 


put to death for the children, nor the children be put 


to death for the fathers ; but every man ſhall be put 


to death for his own fin. He flew of Edom in the val. | 


Y ley of ſalt ten thouſand, and took Selah by war, and 
wales the name of it Jokteel unto this day. 


Then Amaziah ſent meſſengers to Jehoaſh the fon of 


Jehoahaz ſon of Jehu king of Ifrael, ſaying, Come, 
let us look one another in the face. And Jehoaſh the 


king of Iſrael ſent to Amaziah king of Judah, faying, 
The thiſtle that [was] in Lebanon nt to the cedar that 

| [was] in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my 
ſeon to wife: and there paſſed by a wild beaſt that [was] 


10 


in Lebanon, and trode down the thiſtle. Thou haſt 


indeed ſmitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee 


up: glory [of this,] and tarry at home: for why 
mouldſt thou meddle to [thy] hurt, that thou ſhouldlt 


N 


fall, [even] thou, and Judah with thee? But Amazizh 


VwWould not hear. Therefore Jehoaſh king of Iſrael went 
up; and he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one ano- 
 _ ther in the face at Beth-ſhemeſh, which I belongeth] to 


1 


Judah. And Judah was put to the worſe before Iſrael; 
and they fled every man to their tents. And Jehoath 


Fing of 1{rael took Amaziah king of Judah, the fon of 
1 Jehoaſh the ſon of Ahaziah, at Beth-ſhemeſh, and 


came to Jeruſalem, and brake down the wall of Jeruſa- 


lem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner gate, 
four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and 
ſilver, and all the veſſels [that were] found in the houſe 
of the Lox, and in the treaſures of the king 8 houſe, 
OT and hoſtages, and returned to Samaria. 1 


No the reſt of the acts of Ihen which he did, 
and his might, and how he fought with Amaziah king 


of Judah, [are] they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And Jehoaſh flept 
- with his fathers, and was buried i in Samaria with the 


kings | 
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kings of Iſrael; and Jeroboam his ſon reigned f in his 


ſtead. 


1 And Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king of Judah lived 
after the death of Jehoaſh ſon of lenor king of I. 
18 rael fifteen years. And the reſt of the acts of Amaziah, 
are] they not written in the book of the chronicles of | 
19 the kings of Judah? Now they made a conſpiracy 
1 him in Jeruſalem : and he fled to Lachiſh ; but 
they ſent after him to Lachiſh, and flew him there, 
10 And they brought him on horſes : and he was buried . 


Jeruſalem with his fathers in the city of David. 


21 And all the people of Judah took Azariah, which 
: [was] fixteen years old, and made him king inſtead . 
22 2 his father Amaziah. He built Elath, and reſtored eg 


to Judah, after that the king ſlept with his fathers. 


5 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh 

king of Judah, Jeroboam he ſecond, the fon of Joaſh 

king of iſrael began to reign in Samaria, [and reigned] 
| forty and one years; he reigned longer than any of the 
24 kings of Tjrael.*” And he did [that which was] evil in 

the ſight of the Lorp : he departed not from all the _ 

| fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to 

fin; as he bore his name, ſo he followed his bad example. 
's He reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael from the entering of 
HFamath unto the ſea of the plain, he retook the country j 
dich had been taken from his predeceſſor, according to the 


b word of the Loxp God of Iſrael, which he ſpake by 


the hand of his ſervant Jonah, the ſon of Amittai, the 


prophet, which [was] of Gath-hepher ; he was encourag- 


d in this war by the prophet Fonah, who afſured him of ſue- 
26 ceſs, For the Lob ſaw the affliction of Iſrael, [that it 
was! very bitter: for [there was] not any ſhut up, nor 
any left, nor any helper for Iſrael. The reaſon of this 
was the divine compaſſion ; there were but few people in the 
e, cities or in the country, all were greatly depopulated. 
7 And the Loxp faid not that he would blot out the name 
of Iſrael from under heaven : but he ſaved them By 1 


ln his time Hoſea and A anos 1 and many e 


in their prophecies ſhow, that the moſt {hameful idolatries and ; 


tebrucheries \ were pravuſed. among the Mraclites at this time. 
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the hand of Jeroboam the ſon of: „eth; he would 1: 


deſtroy them yet, and ber ere ſaved them oy the hand if 
this wicked prince. 


. 28 Now the reſt of the acts of Jeroboam, and al that he 


did, and his might, how he warred, and how he re. 
covered Damaſcus, and Hamath, [which belonged] to 
Iudah, for Iſrael, [are] they not written in the book 
5 29 of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And Jeroboam 


ſlept with his fathers, [even] with the ning of Lrael 
and Tachariah his ſon reigned 1 in his RO. 


5 th . 6 4 — - * — 
nd 9 N 


— 


CHAP. XV. 


; aw als 5 2906 reign; te 15 ſucceeded by Jotham ; and hls zoo 


reign. 


iT the twenty and ſeventh year of 3 king of 


Iſrael began Azariah fon of Amaziah king of Judah 
2 to reign, Sixteen years old was he when he began to 

reign, and he reigned two and fifty years in Jeruſalem, 
And his mother's name [was] Jecholiah of Jeruſalem. 


3 And he did [that which was] right in the fight of the 
' Log, according to all that his father Amaziah had 


4 done; Save that the high places were not removed : 


the people facrificed and burnt incenſe Kill on the Tg | 


N Places. 1 5 
5 5 And the b Gd the King: 5 that he was 2 


ler unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a ſeveral 
houſe. And Jotham the king's ſon [was] over the 


6 houſe, judging the people of the land. And the reſt 
of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are] they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 

7 of Judah? So Azariah ſlept with his fathers; and 


they buried him with his fathers in the city of David: 


and Jotham his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


8 In the thirty and bs ogg year of Azariah king, of 


Judah 


1 This part of we hiſtory comes in between the twenty fixth and 


 wwenty ſeventh chapters of 2 Chron. | There 1 1s great diſorder in the | 


5 dates when theſe gs began. to N but this 1s common in 


une 


| 11 


17 
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10 {ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. And Shallum 


the ſon of Jabeſh conſpired againſt him, and ſmote him 
before the people, and flew him, and reigned in his 
11 ſtead. . And the reſt of the acts of Zachariah, behold, 


they [a are] written in the book of the chronicles of the 


12 kings of Iſrael, This [was] the word of the Lorp 
which he ſpake unto Jehu, ſaying, Thy ſons ſhall ſit 


on the throne of Iſrael unto the fourth [generation.] 


And ſo it came to paſs. Herein God e fun, elf ſaitli. 


ful to his engagements. 


13 Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh began to reign in 8 nine 
and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah,” and 
5 he reigned a full month in Samaria, For Menahem 
ble ſon of Gadi hearing thot Shallum had flain Zacharias, 
and uſurped the kingdom, determined to diſpute his title to 
it; and he went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, ED 
and ſmote Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh i in Samaria, and 
1 15 flew him, and reigned in his ſtead. And the reſt of the 
acts of Shallum, and his conſpiracy which he made, be- 
hold, they [are] written in the book of the chronicles 
16 of the kings of Iſrael, Then Menahem ſmote Tiph- 
ſah, and all that [were] therein, and the coaſts * 
of from Tirzah: becauſe they opened not [to him,] 
1 therefore he ſmote lit; and] all the women therein that 
nere with child he ripped up. He began his reign with ais 
of the greateſt injuſtice and cruelty , for when he came back 
40 the place where the army lay, the city reſuſing lo own his 
title Ul the . he We it, "an WAS 1 8 of the moſt 


horrible | 


times of —— ſoa.” 80 the. reign of 8 FE 3 is ſome- 5 
times reckoned from his reſtoration 1660. and ſometimes from the 


jear 1648, when his father was beheaded. 


Who Shallum was, and what his pretence for this conſpira - 
©, is not related. It ſeems that the king was ſecretly hated, and 
that many were engaged in it ; that they deſtroyed the king pub- 


lickly; and thus the prophecy in Ames vii. 9. was accomplithed, 


In Matthew i. 8, 9. he 18 called Ozias; and V. Is f this 


chapt ter, Azariah. 


8 
| Judah did Zachariah the ſon of Jeroboam reign over 
9 Iſrael in Samaria fix months. And he did [that which 
was] evil in the fight of the Logp, as his fathers had 
done: he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam the 


1 
5 
| 
| 
14 
g 
A 
; 
[ 


| 26 and he killed him, and reigned in his room. ; And the 
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" horrible Barbarity; by ohich he inten! id 70 intimidate others 
and prevent any future reſiſtance. 


17 In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of 


Judah began Menahem the ſon of Gadi to reign over. 


18 Iſrael, [and reigned] ten years in Samaria. And he 


did | that which was] evil in the ſight of the Lord : he 
| departed not all his days from the : fins ol Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. 


19 [And] Pul the king of Aſtyria came againſt the 


land: * and Menahem gave Pul a thouſand talents of 
ſilver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the 
kingdom in his hand; 70 turn back his army and pur. 


20 chaſe his ſriendſoip. And Menahem exacted the money 


of Iſrael, [even] of all the mighty men of wealth, of 
each man fifty ſhekels of filver,” to give to the king of 
Acſſyria; 10 ingratiate himſelf with the common people, he 
laid this tax on the great men. So the king of Aſſyria ; 


„„ turned back, and ſtayed not there in the nd. 
21 And the reſt of the acts of Menahem, and all that he 


did, ſare] they not written in the book of the chronicles 


22 of the kings of Ifrael? And Menahem flept with his 
15 ſatbers; J and Pekahiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
23 In the ſiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Peka- 


hiah the ſon of Menahem began to reign over Iſrael in 


5 24 Samaria, [and reigned] two years. And he did [that 


which was] evil in the fight of the Lox : he departed 
not from the ſins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who 


25 made [Iſrael to fin. But Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, a 


8 captain of his, conſpired againſt him, as his father 14s 
done ogainſt Shallum, and ſmote him in Samaria, in the 
Palace of the king's houſe, with Argob and Arieh, wo 
eminent courtiers who were about the king, and with him 
fifty men of the Gileadites, w/o were the King's guards: 


. reſt 
ES We. aa inn Ok v. 26. ae, 3 ir he had taken 5 


theſe capuve beyond Jordan. Sir Isaac Newrox is of opinion 

that this Pu} was the founder of the Aſlyrian empire; and was | 

Probably the king of Nineveh, to whom Jonah was ſent; (ſee his 
hiſtory in PRIDEAUx's Connect.) at this period his hiſtory began. 


„About f:: pounds five ſhillings each; the whole amounted et 


near three hundred and ſexeny ve thouſand Funde . 
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1 of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, 


they [are] written in the book of the chronicles of the 


kings of Iſrael. 


In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of "TRY 
| Pekah the ſon of Remaliah began to reign over Iſrael 


25 in Samaria, and reigned ] twenty years. And he did 


[rnat which was ] evil in the ſight of the Lox : he de- 
arted not from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 

29 who made Iſrael to fin. In the days of Pekah king * 

Iſrael came Tiglath- pileſer king of Aſſyria, 2% ſon of 

Paul, called by heathen hiſtorians, Arbaces, and took ljon, 

and Abel-beth-maachah, and Janoah, and Kedeſh, 
and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of NE 
Naphtali, and carried them captive to Aſſyria. This we 
the ſecond time that ſome of the Iſraelites were carried 988 


tive; he now 100k two tribes within Fordan. 


o And Hoſhea the ſon of Elah made a conſpiracy a- 
geainſt Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, and ſmote him, and 
flew him, and reigned in his ſtead, in the twentieth 
year of Jotham the ſon of Uzziah, The reaſons ſeems to 
have been his expedition againſ} Judali, of which we after- 
words read; and thus expoſing his kingdom t9 the ravages of 

31 the A rians. And the reſt of the acts of Pekah, and 
all that he did, behold, they [are] written in the book | 


of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael. 


32 In the ſecond year of Pekah the 5 « Remaliah 

: king of Iſrael began Jotham the ſon of Uzziah king of 

E 33 Judah to reign. Five and twenty years old was he 

_ when he began to reign, and he reigned fixteen years 
in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Jeruſha, 

34 the daughter of Zadok. And he did [that which was] 

right in the fight of the Log : he did according to all 

3⁵ that his father Uzziah had done. Howbeit the high 

plwkaces were not removed: the people ſacrificed ang 

burned incenſe ſtill in the high places. He built the 9 


higher gate of the houſe of the Lob. 


| 36 Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and all that ks = 
N did, are] they not written in the book of the chroni- _ 
37 cles of the kings of Judah? In thoſe days the LORD 
ID to ſend 9 Toy Rezin the king of Syria, 


and 


r 


8 and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah. And Jotham ſſept 
with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David his father: and Ahaz his ſon reigned in his 


ſtead. See 2 Chron. xxvii. hand, and the bo on there, 


CHAP. XVI. 


Compared with 2 Chronicles xxvili. 


0 ** general charatter of Ahaz ; he is attacked by Rezin and 
Pelka, and ſends to Aſſyria for help; he adopts their zaolatry; 
deſtroys the temple worſhip; and, ang os 5 zouſly, is 5 


ctellen by good Hezekiah, 


N the ſeventeenth year of pekah the fon of Rema- 


| liah Ahaz the ſon of Jotham king of Judah began 


to reign. His hiſtory requires peculiar attention in order 


to underſiand the prophecies, eſpecially that of Iſaiah, who 


2 lixed at this time. Twenty years old [was] Ahaz when 
he began to reign, and reigned ſixteen years in Jerula- 
lem, and did not {that which was] right in the fight of 
the Loxp his God, like David his father; ke was the 


worſt king that Judah ever had, and was the more mexcuſe 


3 able for having had ſo good a father. But he walked in the 
way of the kings of Iſrael, he was as idolatrous as they; 
yea, and made his ſon to paſs through the fire, accord- 

ing to the abominations of the heathen, whom the 

5 4 Loxp caſt out from before the children of iſrael.* And 


he ſacrificed and burnt incenſe in the high places, and 
on the hills, and under every green tree, ot 0 Fehovah, 


but to idols; or ſome mMmoginary deities, whom they ſuppeſe 
 Inhavited the groves. 


5 5 5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah fon of Rema- 


Hah king of lirael came up to enen to war: and 


they 


Ry: z It is fad. in 2 Chronicles that by bein his ien The 
worſhip of Molech began in Judah now. Whether the children 
were burnt, or only paſſed between two fires, it was deſigned as 


24 kind of purification or dedication to their god. He was the 
firſt prince of Judah Who was guilty of ſuch abominable practices, 


like the Canaanites. His predeceſſors only tolerated idolatry 3 but 


he ENCOUrAgEe it, and attended himſelf. 


TI 
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they beſieged Ahaz, but could not overcome Chim.] 
This was the firſt attempt to take and plunder Jeruſalem, 
but was ineſfectual, Tſaiah vii. 7. God promiſed it ſhould 
not ſucceed, What follows ſeems do be another expedition, 
6 having divided their forces. At that time Rezin king of 
Syria recovered Elath to Syria and drave the Jews from, 
Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there 


7 unto this day.“ So Ahaz ſent meſſengers unto Tiglath- 
pileſer king of Aſſyria, ſaying, I ſam] thy ſervant and 


thy ſon ; I will hold my kingdom by thy favour, and pay 
thee tribute: come up, and ſave me out of the hand of 


the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of 


$ Iſrael, which riſe up againſt me. And Ahaz took the 


| filver and gold that was found in the houſe of the Loxp, 


and in the treaſures of the king's houſe, and ſent [it 


9 for] a preſent to the king of Aſſyria. And the king of 
Aſſyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Aﬀyria _ 
| went up againſt Damaſcus, and took it, and carried 
| [the people of] it captive to Kir, and ſlew Rezin. This 


preſent ſo far ſucceeded, that he made an excurſion in favour 
f Ahaz;, took Damaſcus, and flew the æing, Amos i. 3. 7 


and thereby put an end to the Syrian monar eu 
10 And king Ahaz went to Damaſcus, to meet Tiglath- 
paileſer king of Aſſyria, 1„ compliment hin on his ſucceſs, © 


and to do him homage, and ſaw an altar that [Was] at 


Damaſcus, which ſtruck his fancy: and king Ahaz ſent 


to Urijah the prieſt, the faſhion of the altar, and the 
3 LE Ng Se Oo i 


This was a port on the Red ſea, which Ahaz's grandfather = 
had recovered to Judah ; and from whence they went ta the In- 


dies for gold. Here 2 Chron, xxviii. 1==21, may be properly 
Er To Ono ls oe 
lt is ſaid in 2 Chronicles xxviil. 21. that he helped him not; 
his ſending to the king of Aſſyria was a miſchief rather than 2 
benefit; for tho? he delivered him from Damaſcus, yet not from 


the Edomites or Philiſtines. He exhaufted his treaſure, deſtroyed _ 


the Iſraelites, and opened his way to Judah. So that, upon the 
whole, he left him worſe than he found him, cipecially as he had 
loſt Elath, and with it all the Eat india trade, which ſupplied 
This ſeeming contradiction is illuſtrated by what happened in 
our own nation. The Britons called in the Saxons to help them 
àgainſt the Romans; who came, and afiicd them for a While, but 
got the dominion of the country for themſelves at last. 5 


510 H. KINGS, l. 
Es pattern of it, according to all the workmanſhip there. 
of; not only of its ſhape, but of all its carvings and decora. 


11 fions. And Urijah the prieſt built an. altar according to 


all that king Ahaz had ſent from Damaſcus : fo Urijah 
the prieſt made [it] againſt king Ahaz came from Da- 
maſcus; he weakly and wickedly complied, in direct oppoſition 
2 to the Jaw of God. And when the king was come from 
| Damaſcus, the king ſaw the altar: and the king ap- 
proached to the altar and offered thereon. And he burnt 


bis burnt offering and his meat offering, and poured 


his drink offering, and ſprinkled the blood of his peace 
offerings, upon the altar. He offered the ſacrifice appoint- 
ed by Moſes, but in an irregular manner, and to the wrong 


object, even to the Syrian deities, 2 Chron, xxviii. 23. And 
he brought alſo the brazen altar, which [was] before the 
Lox, from the forefront of the houſe, from between 


the altar and the houſe of the LoRD, and put it on the 
north ſide of the altar; put it in the place of God's altar. 


15 And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the prieſt, ſaying, 
Vp pon the great zew altar burn the morning burnt offer. 


ing, and the evening meat offering, and the king's 


burnt ſacrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt 


offering of all the people of the land, and their meat 
offering, and their drink offerings; and ſprinkle upon 
it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood 
of the ſacrifice, all publick ſacrifices ;, and the brazen 
altar ſhall be for me to enquire [by,] for my own pri- 


90 vate uſe. Thus did Urijah the Prieſt, according to all 
that king Ahaz commanded, 


And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the baſes nd 


: " Tamaved 5 laver from off them; and took down the 
ſea from off the brazen oxen that [were] under it, and 
put it upon a pavement of ſtones ; intending to aboliſh: the 

8 temple worſhip. And the covert* for the ſabbath that they 


had built in the houſe, and the king's entry without, 

turned he from the houſe of the LokD for the king o 

Aris. 5 N 
19 Now 


md This was a canopy 1 or cloth of tate, which covered the throne 


on which the king lat on "me. ſabbath and other publick ſolem- 


nities, 


. ety „ my. 


TINGS, Iv. 
9 Now the reſt of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are] 


they not written in the book of the ehronides of the 


20 kings of Judah ? And Ahaz ſlept with his fathers, and 


was buried with his fathers in the city of David, bat 
not in the ſepulchre of the eines, becauſe of 2 ale and 


AVON his ſon NE in his ſtead, 


REFLECTIONS: 


JEFLECTIONS on our own © erke dent and 
guilt, ſhould make us candid and merciful to our 
brethren, Oded did not take every advantage of them, and 
treat them with ſeverity. 2 Chron, xxvili. - tt. When we 


are tempted to revenge, to continue our enmity, or find 


ourſelves backward to ſubmit for peace fake, or to make 
up differences, let us aſk ourſelves, I= there not with me, 


Tis. 


even with me, ſins againſt the Lord 1 God? If he was ftritt 
to mark, or ſevere to puniſh, we could not ſtand before him, nor 
anſtoer for one fin of a thouſand. His eyes are upon our 


ways; he loveth peace and mercy ; he hath judgn at wich- 


Out mercy for him that ſhoweth no mercy, James ii. g. 


2. How fond are men of their own inventions in the wor- 


ſhip of God. Solomon's altar was a plain, old faſhioned 
one. Ahaz would have ſomething new and fine; he wanted 
more ſhow and ornament. This i is often the 6 in chriſ- 
tian churches. Chriſt's inſtitutions are plain and ſimple, 
too much ſo for ſuperſtitious men: they muſt add ſacra- 
ments and rites of their own, and impoſe them upon all 
worſhippers. All innovations are dangerous, even in the 
circumſtantials of divine Wo Adding ornaments to 


religious ; 


nities, and the way to the at throne, which ! wad fame peculiar” 
ornaments, Theſe he ſent to the king of Allyria. Or, as ſome 


interpret it, he defaced the ornaments ang ſtopped up this way; 


to ſhow ea he would. have no further commerce with the tem- 
ple. Aud all this was done to ingratiate himſelf with the king 


of Aſſyria. This is that bing Ala, that moſt notorious offender, 
who never did any good, who 8 prolp ered in any attempt, 
who ſhut up the doors of God's houte, who cut in pieces the 


veſſels, who built altars in every corner of Jeruſalem, and who. 
ſacrificed to the gods of Syria, tho“ they could not help the 
_ vyrians themſelves. This proved the ruin of him and all Iſrael, 


2 Chron, xxvili. 
wa | Theſe reflections may alſo be read after 2 Ciron, cho „ XXViike 
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religious ſervices, is generally ſpoiling them. The nearer / 
we keep to the divine pattern the better. 


. The treachery and cowardice of Uriah the prieſt was 


highly ſcandalous. To ingratiate himſelf with the king, he 
makes his altar, offers ſacrifices upon it, and ſubmits to 
thoſe ſubverſions and profanations of the divine appoint- 
ments, contrary to the law of God, and his duty as a prieſt, 
When thoſe who ſhould reprove great men for their ſin, 
partake with them, or connive at their Irregularity, it is a 
melancholy thing. Let us pray that our miniſters may 
have more zeal and courage to adhere or return to God's 
inſtitutions, whatever princes or grout men may command 
or deſire. Once more, 5 
4. Thoſe who in their difireſſes bete more againſt the 


Lord, are abominably, and, it is to be feared, incurably 
withed: This is that king Ahaz; his name has a mark of 


infamy upon it. Afflictions are intended to bring men to 
thought, to repentance, and amendment; but if they arc 
made worſe inſtead of better by them, it is a fign of great 
| hardneſs of heart, and that they are in the broad way to 
ruin. Let it be our concern to keep our conſciences tender, 
to humble ourſelves under God's hand, and improve our 
afflictions aright ; that by he firms of the COunkenance ti 8 
; heart may be made better. 
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5 7 he reign of Haſta the captivity of the ten 15 fir th (7/0 


JM ns; and the religion which their ſucceſſors in the land ſet up. 
N the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah begar 


 Hoſhea the fon of Flah to kee, in Samaria on ö 


WY Thxel nine years.“ And he did [that which was] evil 
in the ſight of the Lok, but not as the kings of Yrael 
that were before him; he was not quite ſo bad, for ue 


nd in the hiſtory of Hezekiah, that he did not hinder lie 
2 Nan from going 10 Jeruſalem, Againſt him came up 


hal- 


Ne 


a T hte was an interregnum af 4 nine years; fo long there Was 
_ ecntuſion after the death of "RM 


10 
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Shalmaneſer king of Aſſyria, the ſon of Ti ola A il, 


and Hoſhea became his ſervant, and gave him preſents, 
became tributary to him. And the king of Aſſyria found 
conſpiracy in Hoſhea, he refuſed paying the tribute: for 
he had ſent meſſengers to Jo, or Sahacon, king of E. 
gypt 10 aſſiſt him, and brought no preſent to the king 
of Aſſyria, as Ihe had done] year by year: therefore 
the king of Aſſyria ſhut him up, and bound him in 
priſon. ; 
5 Then the king of Aſſyria cams up throughout all i 
the land, and went up to Samaria, and beſieged it three 
years; he firſt took ond deſt, ved Moab; to prevent any 
6 diſturbances on that ſide, as we find 1ſaiah xv. xvi. In 
the ninth year of Hoſhea the king of Aſſyria took 
Samaria, and carried Iſrael away into Aſſyria, ind placed 
them in Halah and in Habor [by] the river of Gozan, 
and in the cities of the Medes; but many were ſtill left 
in the land, who were afterwards carried away by his ſon. 
7 For [fo] it was, that the children of Iſrael had finned 
againſt the Lord their God, which had brought them _ 
uß out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of 
| Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 
e goodneſs in bringing them out of Egypt is mentioned, as 
= F an aggravation of their ingralitude,) And walked in the | 
' ſtatutes of the heathen, of the Canaanites, whom the 
Lon caſt out from before the children of Iſrael, and „ 
of the kings of Iſrael which they had made; this js; I 
9 lates to the calves and their worſhip. And the children ß AM 
Iſrael did ſecretly [thoſe] things that [were] not right 
againſt the Log their God; they had ſecret retirements 1} 
for their idolatrous worſhip and wicked rites; and they — 
built them high places in all their cities, from the TT. 
tower of the watchmen to the fenced city, from the ſhep- + 1 
|  herd's lodge, where country people ſecured their flocks and their _ fl 
grain. There were great multitudes of them, ſcarce a far "|| 


10 without an high ou far idolatry. And they ſet them up 
= VoL. III. K K „ images 
) e We have no particular account 7 the” ous ; but by many | Bey 
ok the prophecies it appears that the people were treated very — _ _ -- 
uelly, The whole Prophecy of Aae relates to A aud . 15 
= beginning of Micah. . . 


images and groves in every high hill, and under even 


11 
high places, as [did] the heathen whom the Loy car. 
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1 


green tree; wooden images, or the idols to which the gn 
was dedicated: And there they burnt incenſe in all t. 


2 
- 


_ ried away before them; and wrought wicked-thinzs +, 


12 


provoke the Logp to anger: For they ſerved idols, 20 


whereof the Lord had ſaid unto them, Ye ſhall not do 
this thing; it was another aggravation of their crime, 


that it was contrary to the command of God, eſpecially as 21 


12 


given by a ſucceſſion of prophets. Yet the Lokd teſtified 


againſt [Iſrael and againſt Judah, by all the prophets, 

land by] all the ſeers, faying, Turn ye from your b 
evil ways, and keep my commandments [and] my 22 
ſtatutes, according to all the law which I commanded 


your fathers, and which I ſent to you by my ſervants | 


the prophets. Notwithſtanding they would not hear, 23 
but hardened their necks, /tke a reſty bullock that will not 


bear the yoke, like to the neck of their fathers, that did 


4 not believe in the Lorp their God; did not believe what 
God ſaid by the prophets, but hearkened to deceivers. And 


they rejected his ſtatutes, and his covenant that he 


made with their fathers, and his teſtimonies which he . 
teſtified againſt them; and they followed vanity, and 24 
became vain, ſtupid, idle, and inſenſible, like them, and : 

vent after the heathen that [were] round about them, 


Tcconcerning] whom the Loxrp had charged them, that 
16 they ſhould not do like them. And they left all the 


commandments of the Loxp their God, and made 
them molten images, [even] two calves, and made a 
grove, in which lewd and abominable rites were prattiſed, 


and worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, hat is, the ſtars, 2 
EE 
| cauſed their ſons and their daughters to paſs through 


and ſerved Baal, that is, worſhipped the ſun. And they 


the fire, and uſed divination and enchantments, aud 


ſold themſelves to do evil in the fight of the Loxy, to 


provoke him to anger; hey were as inceſſant and indi- 


firnious, as if they were hired and received wages to do ſuch af 
18 


and removed them out of his fight, from the holy lall, 


work, Therefore the Lokb was very angry with Iſrael, 


which was eſpecially under his eye and care : there was my 


7 | , 


ENTS AVE: 313 
19 left but the tribe of Judah only, Alſo Judah kept not 
the commandments of the LoxD their God, but walked 
in the ſtatutes of Iſrael which they made. It was an g. 
gravation of the ſins of Iſrael that they ſet an ill example is 
Flad, and infected them with their idolatry; therefore bot, 
20 at length were ruined. And the Lon rejected all the ſeed 
of Iſrael, and afflicted them, and delivered them into 
the Rand of ſpoilers, until he had caſt them out of 
21 his fight. For he rent Iſrael from the houſe of David; _ 
and they made Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat king: and. 
| Teroboam drave Iſrael from following the Logo, and 
made them fin a great fin. The foundation of their ruin 
WH: was Foroboam' s iniquity. For the children of Iſrael 
| walked in all the fins of Jeroboam which he did; they 
7 departed not from them; not one of their kings but follow. _ 
a 23 ed the iniquity of Jerobbam; „Until the Lorp removed 
K Iſrael out of his ſight, as he had ſaid by all his ſervants 
| the prophets, whoſe threatenings they regarded not. So 
f was Iſrael carried away out of their own land to Aſlyria 
a unto this day, aud never returned any more. Thus the 
e 
e 
d 


kingdom was deſtroyed, after it had fubf; ited 4 iſrindt from 2 
Judali two hundred and fifty four years. 5 1 
24 And the king of Aſſyria brought men) 3 Baby- 5 al 


d lon, and from Cuthah, and from Avah, and from Ha- 

1, ; math, and from Sepharvaim, and placed [them] in tze 
at cities of Samaria inſtead of the children of Iſrael : and — 
1e they poſſeſſed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof, 
le Theſe were inhabitants of ſome nations which he had con- ö 
a  quered, whoſe fidelity he ſuſpeed, and therefore made this 

A, exchange, and put them into the cities where the ten tribes © 
2 25 formerly dwelt, And [ſo] it was at the beginning of 
e their en there, [that] they feared not the Lopp, | 
h they did not ſo much as pretend any reſpecs for him, as the II. 
1d raelites did: therefore the Log ſent lions among them, & 
to which flew [ſome] of them; cich ſhowed that it was not 

/- Bl for want of power that God delivered his people captive. 

ch 26 Wherefore REY ſpake to the king of Atlyria, ſaying, ; 

7 | KRK I” 

145 


ne 1 appears, las his. bringing. men Go thence, that 8 
tow king of Babylon alſo; but tbey quickly after revolted, and 
ſet up a king of their own, | 


516 


The nations which thou haſt removed, and placed 1 
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the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the 


Sd of the land: therefore he hath ſent lions among 
them, and, behold, they ſlay them, becauſe they know 
not the manner of the God of the land, They thought Je. 


27 


wh 


hovah as a topical god, like the gods of their country, whoſe 


power extended only to their own land. Then the king of 


Aſſyria commanded, ſaying, Carry thither one of the 
_ prieſts whom ye brought from thence; and let them 


go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner 
of the God of the land. Then one of the prieſts 


whom they had carried away from Samaria came and 
_ dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they ſhould fear 


the Log. He was probably an idolatrous prieſt, by his ſet. 
29 


ling at Beth-el, who taught them the idolatrous cuſtoms that 
were prattiſed there. Howbeit every nation made gods of 
their own, and put [them] in the houſes of the high 


places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in 


their cities wherein they dwelt ; they worſhipped their own 


5 


country gods, as well as the gods of Iſrael, And the men 
of Babylon made Succoth-Benoth, tabernacles of Venus, 


where young people proſtituted themſelves in honour of Venus, 


who has her name from hence; and the men of Cuth made 


Nergal, which ſignifies fire, another name for the ſun, 


which Tas worſhipped under different forms; and the mey 
of Hamath made Aſhima, And the Avites made Nib- 
haz, and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their 


children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the 


3 2 


Ny 


not the Loxp, neither do they after their ſtatutes, 0! 


gods of Sepharvaim: theſe are different names for Molech, 
So they feared the Lorp, acknowledged Fehovan to be 
Cod, and performed ſome outward worſhip to him, leſt thy | 
ſhould be deſiroyed; and made unto themſelves of the 
_ loweſt of them prieſts of the high places, which ſacri- 
3 ficed for them in the houſes of the high places. The) 


feared the Loxp, and ſerved their own gods, as the If. 
raelites did, who worſhipped Gad and Baal too, after the 
manner of the nations whom they carried away from 
thence, or, who carried them away from thence. Unto 
this day they do after the former manners: they fear 


after 


DG KENT Ah oy. 
after their ordinances, or after the law and command- 
ment which the LoRD commanded the children of 
Jacob, whom he named Iſrael ; they continued the ſame 


practices, and were not reformed, as the jews were at Ba- 
bylon. The hiſtorian then takes notice again of their diſobe- 


435 dience and ingratitude. With whom the Lorp had made 
a covenant, and charged them, ſaying, Ye ſhall not fear 
other gods, nor bow yourſelves to them, nor ſerve 
36 them, nor ſacrifice to them: But the Loxp, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and a ſtretched out arm, him ſhall ye fear, and 
him ſhall ye worſhip, and to him ſhall ye do facrifice, 
37 And the ſtatutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and 


the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye ſhall 


obſerve to do for evermore; and ye ſhall not fear other 
33 gods. And the covenant that I have made with you ye 
mall not forget; neither ſhall ye fear other gods; 7/is 
19 was the principal thing in the covenant, But the Lord 
pour God ye ſhall fear; and he ſhall deliver you out 
of the hand of all your enemies. This is repeated, o 


| ſhow that idolatry was a provoking fin; if they had ſerved ' 
49 the true God, they might have eſcaped this calamity. How- - 
beit they did not hearken, but they did after their for- 
41 mer manner, So theſe nations feared the Lorp, and 
ſerved their graven images, both their children, and 
their children's children: as did their fathers, ſo do 


| they unto this day.? %% ag 


This medley of religion laſted about three hundred years, till 

the temple was, built on mount Gerizim, and the people were 
brought to worſhip the true God. They were afterwards called 
damaritans. Here their hiſtory concludes, there being no account 
atterwards of what became of them, Some ſay, they were loſt among 

the nations. Many of them no doubt ſettled together, and may 
ſubſiſt to this day, probably among the Tartars. There are many | 
ümilar cuſtoms among ſome of the Eaſt Indians. Wherever they: 
Vent, they would carry ſome general knowledge of the true Gd; 
and, as James directed his epiſtle to the twelve tribes, ſome think 

it very probable they will be reſtored at laſme. 
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REFLECT I O N. 


E E what wretched work fin makes in a nation. 
Theſe people had all the advantages they could 


. deſired from miracles and prophets; had full evi. 
dence that Jehovah was the ſupreme and only God; had 


great and wonderful deliverances; but all had no effect. 


Tho there was ſomething peculiar in their circumſtances, 
as God was their temporal king, yet it is an awful leſſon to 
all, that righteouſneſs exalleth a nation, ſecures the favour and 

1 5 the friendſhip of God, and national proſperity; but /n is 

the reproach and ruin of a people, May we of this nation 
take warning in time. All theſe things happened to them for 
enſamples, and are written for our admonition, on whom the ends 
Y the world . are come. 85 


0. 11 4 P. XVIII. 


tn Hoſe x xi. 12. the Lord ſays, 4 Ephraim compaſſeth me at 
_ with lies, and the houſe of Tjrael with deceit, but Fudah yi | 


 ruleth with God, and is faithful with the ſaints.” In the of 
chapter we beheld Ißrael in deſolation, which was indeed d 
melancholy ſcene; here we have a more pleaſant one epening 


mupon us; we fee es in ae projperity, under a rails 
15 and pious king. 


0 W it came to * in | the third year cul Hoſhea 
ſon of Elah king of Iſrael, [that] 1 ezekiah the 
2 Jon of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. Twenty 
and five years old was he when he began to reign z and 
he reigned twenty and nine years in Jeruſalem. IIis 
mother's name alſo [was] Abi, the daughter of Zacha- 
3 riah. And he did [ that which was] right in the fight of 
the Lonp, according to all that David his father did; 
he was 0 ane ſon of Dewi, 4 ſecond David in his * 
4 E 


k This was probably that Zachariah who 3 ſo great influence 
in Uzziah's time to keep him ſteacy. His pious mother con- 
tributed much to keep Hezekiah pure. in the midſt of a 9 1 


corrupt court. 


their fathers had multiplied, and brake in pieces the 


| brazen ſerpent that Moſes had made, which was pre- 
F | ſerved, to keep up the memory of that fact: for unto thoſe. 
| days the children of Iſrael did burn incenſe to it, as to a 


Nehuſntan, a mere piece of braſs, which had no divinity in 


God of Iſrael, and not in any foreign force; fo that after 


0 not from following him, but kept his commandments, 


which the Logp commanded Moſes ; he perſevered in it, 
and was not lige ſome others, who began well, but fell off at 
7 laſt, And the Logp was with him; [and] he proſpered 
' aitherlveree he went forth: and he rebelled againſt 
the king of Aſſyria, and ſerved him not; he caft off his 
 ſubjeftion to him, which the king of Aſſyria called rebellion; 
0 and He ſmote the Philiſtines, who in the time of Ah,,j . 
ad ſeized on the frontiers of Iſrael, [even] unto Gaze, 
and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watch : 


men to the fenced city. 


E at the end of three years they took it: [even] in the 

y | fixth year of Hezekiah, that [is] the ninth year of 
d il Hoſhea king of Iſrael, Samar ia was taken, And the 
Ling of Aſſyria did carry away Iſrael unto Aſſyria, and 

1 put them in Halah and in Habor [by] the river .z 
f Wl 2 Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: Becauſe they 
; obeyed not the voice of the Logp their God, but 

b eee his covenant, [and] all that Moſes the ſer- 

e KK 4 „ 

ce | i In 2 Chranteles chad. xxix. throughout, i is a more fall acoount 


of it Hezekiab, which may be read here, | 
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n | is removed the high places, which none even of the 
good kings of Judah had zeal and reſolution enough to do, 
and brake the images, and cut down the groves, which 


god, or to Jehovah thro this medium; and he called it- 
—_ 5 it, no power or full to help them, He truſted in the Lox 


him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, 


"Ins [any] that were before him, /ince the kingdoms were 
6 divided, For he clave to the Logo, [and] departed 


9 And it came to paſs in the durch year of king 1 
Hezekiah, which [ was] the ſeventh year of Hoſhea 
ſon of Elah king of Iſrael, [that] Shalmaneſer king of 

w o Achern came up againſt Samaria. and beſieged it. And. 
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17 And the king of Aſſyria ſent Tartan, and Rabfaris, 
and Rab-ſhakeh, 7hree chief captains, from Lachiſh to 


| 19 And Rab- ſhakeh, wha © Was the ef . aid unto 
them, 
k Sean e had taken 2 * Th 3 cities of Judah, 


| which ſucceſs probably made Hezekiah ſuſpect that he had dene 
wrong in withholding the tribute; ſee . 7, 


talking of Jehovah, and ſpeaking ſo readily 1 in Re jews? languages 
he leems | to have been an olg jew. He made a beaftin g ſpecch, 


vant of the LoRD commanded, and would not hea 
[them, ] nor do [them.] 


TY Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah Ja 
Sennacherib king of Aſſyria come up againſt all the 


14 feneed cities of Judah, and took them. And Hezeklan 


king of Judah ſent to the king of Aſſyria to Lachiſh, 


| faying, I have offended.; return from me: that which | 
thou putteſt on me will I bear.“ And the king of | 


 Afiyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three 
hundred talents of filver, and thirty talents of gold, 


15 above two hundred and fifly thouſand pounds. And 


Hezekiah had not coin ſufficient, and therefore gave 


him] all the filver that was found in the houſe of the 


Lon, and in the treaſures of the king's houſe; hz 
: thought it was better to take theſe things, than ſuffer the ly 
16 and temple to be plundered, At that time did Hezekizh 


cut off the gold from] the doors of the temple of the 


Lomb, and [from] the pillars which Hezekiah king of 
= Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Aſtyris. 


king Hezekiah with a great hoſt againſt Jeruſalem, . 
frighten them, and engage them to ſurrender, And they 
went up and came to Jeruſalem. And when they were 
come up, they came and ſtood by the conduit of the 

: upper pool, which [is] in the highway of the fuller's 

18 field. And when they had called to the king, hat i, 
_ demanded audience of hum, Hezckiah, not 13 it ſafe i0 


80 himſelf, ſent three chief officers to hear what they has 10 


In; ; and there came out to them F liakim the ſon of 
Flilkiah, which [was] over the houſehold, and Shebna 
the ſcribe, and Joah the ſon of Aſaph the recorder: 
Probably that Aſapli who wrote ſo many excellent fall. 


! He was the king's cupbearer, as his name Gonifies ; I and by bis 


| the 


2 


Es 
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them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus faith the 
great king, the king of Aſſyria, What confidence [is] | 


„ this wherein thou truſteſt? Thou ſayeſt, (but they 
are but] vain words,) [1 have] counſel and ſtrength for 


the war. Now on whom doſt thou truſt, that thou re- 


belleſt againſt me ? This ſhowed the higheſt pride, inſolence, 


and falſehood, conſidering the preſents which Hezekiah had 
21 ſent him. Now, behold, thou truſteſt upon the ſtaff of 
this bruiſed reed, [even] upon Egypt,” on which if a 
man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: ſo [is] 
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that truit on him, lde 
one of the reeds on the banks of the Mile; which would not 
only diſappoint him, by breaking under him, but the ſplinters 
22 would run into his hand and wound him, But if ye fay 
unto me, We truſt in the Loan our God: ſis] not that 
. he, whoſe high places and whoſe altars Hezekiah hath 
taken away, and hath ſaid to Judah and Jeruſalem, Ye 
' ſhall worſhip before this altar in Jeruſalem ? As to the 
profeſſion of religion and truſt in God, on which he knew 
they chiefly relied, he tells them, that Hezekiah had little 
reaſon io truſt in that, conſi dering how he had deſtroyed his 
altars, high places, and groves : thus repreſenting the beſt 
23 af of Hezekial's life, as a vice and wickedneſs, Now 


therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king 


of Aſſyria, and I will deliver thee two thouſand horſes, 

i thou be able on thy part to ſet riders upon them; if 
e would ſtake the price of two thouſand horſes, he would = 
furniſi them, if Hezekiah could find riders for them: thus 
24 repreſenting him as deſtitute of men and arms, How then 

- wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the leaſt _ 
ol my maſter's ſervants, and put thy truſt on Egypt for 
cũůhariots and for horſemen? Intimating, that if with 

5 theſe horſes he was able to defeat one of the Aſian cap- 
tains, he wwould leave him to himſelf, and retire to his own 
country: if not, how much leſs could he ſtand againſt all the © 
* ar my tha he had all the e of Egypt by him? _ 

8 nay 

the main pol of. Stick was to tell 3 chat relitance would 
be vain, if they truſted to warlike preparations, 


m Probably Hezekiah had made ſome propoſals to the Mas: 3 
E ey bt, but was reproved and overruled by THaiah, See the thirueth 


and wn firſt chapters ot Haan, | 


——_— 
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nay he adds, Am I now come up without the Load 
againſt this place to deſtroy it? The Lox ſaid to me, 


Go up againſt this land, and deſtroy it; urging that 
C 
lie thought would terriſy them more than any thing elſe, and 


206 it ſeems io have had that effect. Then ſaid Eliakim the 


| ſon of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rah. 


ſhakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy ſervants in the 


Syrian language for we underſtand [it:] and talk not 


with us in the Jews' language in the ears of the people 
that [are] on the wall. The Hebrew plenipotentiaries per. 
ceiving that the people were frightened by theſe bluſtering 
words, defire him to ſpeak in the Aſſyrian or Chaldee Nene 
27 


Hath my maſter ſent me to thy maſter, and to thee, to 


which they underſtood. But Rab-ſhakeh ſaid unto them, 


| ſpeak theſe words? . [hath he] not [ſent me] to the men 


which fit on the wall, that they may eat their own 
dung, and drink their own piſs with you ? He anfwers, 


in a very ſcornful manner, that he was not come to treat 


_ with them, but to let the people know to what extremity ht 
would reduce them by a fiege, if they did not ſurrender. 


af Then Rab-akch Good and cried with lend youre 


in the Jews“ language, and ſpake, ſaying, Hear the 
word of the great king, the king of Aſſyria; inſtead of 


addreſſing to the plenipotentiaries, he raiſes his voice, and 


addreſſes the people on the wall, meanly endeavouring to ſiir 
them up to mutiny and diviſiun: Thus ſaith the king, Let 
not Hezekiah deceive you: for he ſhall not be able to 
deliver you out of his hand : Neither let Hezekiah 
make you truſt in the Lokb, ſaying, The Logo will 

ſurely deliver us, and this city ſhall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Aſſyria; repeating again 
| the power of his king, and the weakneſs of Hezekiah. 
Hearken not unto Hezekiah : for thus faith the king of 
. Acſſſyria, Make [an agreement] with me by 4 preſent, 


and come out to me, and [then] eat ye every man of 
his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink 


ye every one of the waters of his ciſtern; you had bei- 
ter ſurrender upon advantageous conditions, and taſte the 


32 Faveets of Peace and plenty : Until 1 come and take you 


: e | 
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= away to 2 land like your own land, a land of corn and 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of o1l- 
olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: 


and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he perſuadeth 


you, faying, The LORD will deliver us. He would re- 


move them to à better country than their own ; but, becauſe 
e thought the chief thing to encourage them to hold out, would = 
be confidence in God, he 1 urges the vanity of ſuch expectations, 


and every argument he was maſter of, to perſuade them from 
23 that, Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at 


all his land out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria? 
zt Where [are] the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? _ 
where [are] the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? _ 


have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand? urging 


the inability of the gods of thoſe nations, which his maſter had 


5 conquered, to deliver them. Who [are] they among all 


the gods of the countries, that have delivered their 
country out of mine hand, that the Longo ſhould deliver 
]jeruſalem out of mine hand? challenging them to ſhow ne 
inſtance of a god being able to deliver his country, when the 
king his maſter invaded it. A good argument indeed, if 
js Jehova had been like them, But the people held their 
peace, and anſwered him not a word: for the king's 
commandment was, faying, Anſwer him not. This was 
aà wiſe and pious ſilence, they would gain no advantage by 
their anſwers, and only provoke him to utter further blaſ= 
37 1 pines. Then came Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, which 
[was] over the houſehold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and 
]ocah the fon of Aſaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with 
Itheir] clothes rent, and told him the words of Rab- 
ſhakeh. They returned to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, 
be mourners, on account of Rab -ſoakeh's rage. and ad ys 
- "and the terrors TY tl pon : 


* 8 Theiah X. LPR we have an account of het terror kick 1 LE 
people were ſeized with. This hiſtory illuſtrates all the former 
part of Iſaiah's prophecy. The burden of other nations refer to 
hose which the ms b of FR had oy GAIN 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1-4 E heben 1 when we are entering « on nes 
ſtations of life, that it is of great importance 


to begin Lell. Hezekiah did ſo. In the firſt year, and ark 


month, tho* Judah was brought low, yet his firſt work was 


to reſtore God's worſhip. He knew this was the way to | 


pleaſe him and ſecure his favour z and therefore immedi. 


ately ſet about it. When young people ſet out in life, and 


are entering on new ſcenes of action, they ſhould take God 


with them, and engage heartily in his ſervice. Thoſe who 


begin with God, begin at the right end, and are likely to 
- Jucceed, ---- 


2. Great courage and reſolution are e e for thoſe 


Who would reform mankind, Notice is taken of Hezekiah's 

_ zeal and reſolution, and his ruſting in the Lord. They have 
need of great courage when the times are degenerate, when 
religion is at a low ebb, and corruptions are general. But 
If they truſt in the Lord, and cleave to him, they may ex- 
peect ſucceſs, and often meet with leſs difficulty than they 
expected, as in Hezekiah's caſe. That may be done ſud- 
dienly, which we deſpaired of doing at all. This ſhould en- 
gage us reſolutely to appear and act for God, and put: our 
truſt in him alone, 
3. All occaſions for ſaperſilifon and idolatry, and thine 
that have been abuſed to that purpoſe, ſhould be taken 
away, as Hezekiah did the brazen ſerpent. The reformers 
made great uſe of this inſtance; inſiſting that it was neceſ- 
ſary to deſtroy images and crucifixes, which had been 


abuſed in the times of popery; and even to aboliſh thoſe 


_ ceremonies, which, tho? not in themſelves ſinful, had yet 
been ſhamefully uſed to bad purpoſes. Many others with 
great juſtice have urged the ſame objection againſt retaining 
the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm, which had been abuſed by 
ſuperſtition ; and Ne, at the Lord's ſupper, which had 


been an act of idolatry in adoring a piece of bread, I. 


would have been better if theſe things had been ous 
nene or left indifferent. 


4. It becomes the greateſt and beſt of men to own the 


hand 
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band and juſtice of God! in national afflictions. Wherefard the 
wrath of the Lord was upon Fudah and Feruſalen, and he hott: 
delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to hiſſing, as ye 
ſe evith your eyes, Vor, lo, our fathers have fallen by the 
ſword, and our ſons and our daughters and our Wives ore in 
captivity for this, 2 Chron. xxix. 8, 9, They were not to lay 
the blame on the Iſraelites, the Aftyrians, or the Philiſtines; 


but on their own fins. God was righteous in all that befel 


them. A ſenſe of this will promote humility : nd 2 Zea! in 
reformation. 5 | : 

z. When there has been a deep Ager in . 
ch. the renewal of a ſolemn covenant may be of great 
ſervice. This was common in the Old Teſtament : in the 


time of Jehoiada, and of Hezekiah here; and Nehemiah 


afterwards, This affects the mind greatly, prevents it 


growing worſe, or being diſcouraged by little difficulties ; 7 
when we have ſworn, we ſhall be likely to perform il. 


6. In all our endeavours to ſanctify ourſelves, the word 


of God ſhould be regarded as our rule. They ſanctified 
themſelves: by the word or commandment of the Lord. His 
nord is very pure, and ſhows us what things defile us, and. 
what are our ornaments and defence. To this let us adhere, 
if we defire to be holy and unblameable in his fight, Let 


us truſt to no external rites; for the blood of C rift, and. 


the influences of the ſpirit, can alone Parat y the heart, and 


cleanſe us from all fin, 
7. We have great reaſon to rejoice TION a ſpicit of ro. 


formation and devotion are abroad eſpecially where we 

have been in any way inſtrumental to promote it. Heze- 
kinh rejoiced 1 to ſee his exhortation regarded, an 4 this good 

Work going on. Loet us rejoice i hen magiſtrates and miniſ. 

ters do their part; when abounding iniquity is ſuppreſied ; 
; and decayed piety and charity revived, 8 
8. The hand and grace of God are to be owned] in pre- e 
Z paring the way for it, "Aud Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the peo- 

ple, that God had prepared the people, 2 Chron, xxix. 36. When 


men ſucceed, or are intent and reſolute in a good work, it is 


the Lord's doing. When church work goes on vigorouſly, 


and reformation 2 let him have the praiſe, f 
vor fetli in men bol hi to will ' and 4 do according b hits 0091 g90d 


Pleaſure, 
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We have here Hezokial's meſſuge to Tſaiah, and the an der; 
Sennacherib's blaſphemaus leiter; Hezekial's humble prayer; 


IJaialis comfortable prophecy in his W and the wonder. 
3 We pe eb of it. 


N it came to paſs when king Hezekiah heard io 
| [it,] Hat is, the words of Rab-ſhakeh, in the lat 
* that he rent his clothes, and covered himſelf 
with ſackcloth, and went into the houſe of the Logp, 
2 with great humiliation and forrow. And he ſent Eliakim, 
which [was] over the houſehold, and Shebna the ſcribe, 
and the elders of the prieſts, covered with fackcloth, i 
the ſame habits of mourning as himſelf, to Iſaiah the pro- 
1 3 phet the ſon of Amoz. And they ſaid unto him, Thus 
ur daith Hezekiah, This day [is] a day of trouble, and of 
= rebuke, and blaſphemy : God hath teſtified his diſpleaſure 
againſt us, and ſuffered the enemy to blaſpheme : for the 
children are come to the birth, and [there is] not 

. ſtrength to bring forth; their frength Was quite gone, in 

4 a critical moment, when they wanted it moſt, It may be 
the Lov thy God will hear all the words of Rab. ſba· a 
keh, whom the king of Aſſyria his maſter hath ſent to 
reproach the living God; and will reprove the words 
which the Lord thy God hath heard; will ſo take notice 

f them as to puniſh them: the late deſolation of the ten 
tribes had filled them with great terror: wherefore lift up 
__ [thy] prayer for the remnant that are left; for Judal, 
that they might not be carried away captive, like Iſrael. 

5 So the ſervants of king Hezekiah came to Iſaiah, ard 
delivered their meſſage. —_ . 
6 And Iſaiah faid unto them, Thus ſhall ve 15 to your 
- - alter. Thus ſaith the Logp, Be not afraid of the 

. words which thou haſt heard, with which the ſervants 
7 of the king of Aſſyria have blaſphemed me, Behold, I 
will ſend a blaſt upon him, ſome ſudden deftruction, a and 
| he ſhall hear a rumour of ſome other enemies, and ſhall 
1 return to his own land in a fright; and I will cauſe him 
0 to fall by the {word in his own land, _ 885 
15 | 8 80 
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% So Rab-ſhakeh returned zo give the king an account of 


what had been done, and left the other captains to block up 


| the city; and he found the king of Aﬀyria warring 


againſt Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed 


g from Lachiſh, being unable to take it. And when he 
heard fay of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behoid, he is 

come out to fight againſt thee : he ſent meſſengers 

10 again unto Hezekiah,* ſaying, Thus ſhall ye ſpeak to 

Hlezekiah king of Judah, ſaying, Let not thy God in 

| whom thou truſteſt deceive thee, ſaying, Jeruſalem 

| ſhall not be delivered into the hand of the king of 

11 Aﬀyria, Behold, thou haft heard what the kings of 
Aſſyria have done to all lands, by deſtroying them 

12 utterly: and ſhalt thou be delivered? Have the gods 


of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 


deſtroyed; [as] Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and 
12 the children of Eden which [were] in Thelaſar? Where 
ſis] the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and 
the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and 


it And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
meſſengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into 

the houſe of the Logo, and ſpread it before the LoR p; 
lie read it, and inſtead of writing a provoking auſtwer, he 


las it were) ſent it to the King of kings by earneſt prayer ; 


acknowledging God's univerſal providence, and referring him. 
OE Dei a rods 
»The learned are much divided about the event here referred 

to. The caſe ſeems to be as PRIDREAUx has Hated it, Sennacherib 


upon receiving Hezekiah's preſents, went down toward Egypt 


and took Aſhdod, {1/a. xx. I.) deſtroyed No Amon in Egypt, of f 
which we have an account in Naum ili. and beſieged Peluſium, 


another city. Tirhakah, . 9 came to its relief; which forced him 


to raiſe the ſiege, but Sennacherib attacked him and beat him. 
In Jaiah xviii. xix. we read of the judgments of God upon Egypt 
and the Ethiopians, Now when Sennacherib heard fay (v. 9.) that 
| Tirhakah was coming again, he was deſirous to terrify Hezekiah to 


ſurrender, that he might the better dcal with the king of Ethio- 


pia afterwards. He therefore ſends him a blaſphemous letter, much 
tie ſame with Rab-ſhakeh's ſpeech before. He had heard tha: 
lezekiah truſted in the Lord, and had ſome promiſe of deliverance, 


This he ridicules, repreſenting Jehovah to be only a local deity; 


and truſting in his former conqueſts, he ſays, Let vet ihy God, 


i whom thou irufteſt, & e. We 1012. 
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15 ſelf to the divine determination. And Hezekiah prayed 


before the Log, and ſaid, O Logp God of Iſrael, 
which dwelleſt | between] the cherubims, thou art the 
God, [even] thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 


16 earth; thou haſt made heaven and earth. Log p, boy 


down thine ear, and hear: open, Lox, thine eyes, and 
ſee: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent 
him to reproach the living God; behold, here it is; ſee, 
and read his blaſphemy under his own hand; delibera!: 2 
Phiemy againſt thee the living God, and not an haſly paſſin. 


17 ate word. Of a truth, Logo, the kings of Aſſyrte 
18 have deſtroyed the nations and their lands, And have 


caſt their gods into the fire; in this they pretend to 19 
more than they have done, they have prevailed over other 
gods : for they [were] no gods, but the work of men's 
hands, wood and ſtone: therefore they have deſtroyed! 


| 19 them. Now therefore, O Loxp our God, I beizech 


| thee, ſave thou us out of his hand, that all the king. 


doms of the earth may know that thou [art] the LOD 
Cod, [even] thou only; diſtinguiſh thyſelf from idols, and 


— that thou art the only living and true Ged. gong 

Then Ifaiah the fon of Amoz ſent to Hezekiah, 5 

_ 3 engers probably came while he was praying in the tenpl, 
_ ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp God of lirael, [That! 
which thou haſt prayed to me againſt Sennacherib king 


21 of Aſſyria J have heard. This [is] the word that the 


Lon hath ſpoken concerning him; he elegantly addreſſes 
himſelf to the king of Aſyria; The virgin the daughter 
of Zion, the upper part of the city, which was called Zion, 
hath deſpiſed thee, [and] laughed thee to ſcorn, the 
daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee: 


the lower part, called Feruſalem, laughed, and ſhook their | 


head. This is a prophetical repreſentation of what vu as 


22 certainly be, as if it were already paſt. Whom haſt thou re- 


Proached and blaſphemed ? and againſt whom haſt thou 

| exalted [thy] voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? 
_ [even] againſt the Holy [One] of Iſrael ; againſt his 
23 infinite excellency, who has a peculiar regard to Iſracl. B. 


thy meſſengers thou haſt reproached the LoRD, and 
_ haſt ſaid, With the multitude of my chariots J am conic 


"vp 


2. 


. 


F 
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5 up to the height of the moun- ans, to the files of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, 
[and] the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into 
the lodgings of his borders, and into] the foreſt of his 
4 Carmel.“ I have digged and drunk ſtrange waters; 1 

can have food and water where the enemy thought I ſhould = 

ade none; perhaps this was inteaded as a banter on 
_ Hezekiah's ſtopping up the fountains; and with the ſole of 


my feet have I dried up all the rivers of beli-ged places; 
or, as ſome render it, I have dried ub the rivers of Egypt, 
taken their fortreſſes as enfily as if their rivers were dried 


up. Iſa. xix. 6. Then follow the words of G d in anſwer to 


5 all this empty boaſt. Haſt thou not heard long ago 


Chow] I have done it, [and] of antient times chat! 
have formed it? now have I brought it to paſs, that 


thou ſhouldſt be to lay waſte fenced cities [into] ruin- 
ous heaps; what is this to what I have done, who have 


dried up the ſea ? nor couldſt thou have done what thou haſt, 
0 but by my power and help; I delivered them to tee; There. 

fore their inhabitants were of ſmall power, they were 
5 diſmayed and confounded; they were [as] the graſs of 


the field, and [as] the green herb, [as] the graſs on 


the houſe tops, and [as corn] blaſted before it be grown _ 
up; thou haſt only been an inſtrument in my hand, the rod 
27 of mine anger, Iſa. x. 5. But I know thy abode, and 


thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt 
23 me; all thy contrivances againſt my people. Becauſe | 


thy rage againſt me and thy tumult is come up into 
mine ears, the voice of thy threatenings and thine armes, 


therefore 1 will put my hook in thy noſe, and my bridle 
in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by 


which thou cameſt, as eaftly as a man turns and pulls out 
a fiſh that hangs on his hook, or a rider turns his horſes 
29 head with a bridle. And this (ſhall be] a fign unto thee z 


not a ſign of their enſuing deliverance, for that came imme 


diately; but a feen of God's care of his Saane and his 


Von., III. 1 iy Favour 


This is an N bps of a * boattidy king, puffed = 


UM with his ſucceſſes. To what place cannot I force my way, and 
make an entire conqueſt of the country, of the mountains, the 


Cities, the woods; and the W and drive my triumphant chariot k 


over them all A 
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favour toward them; Ye ſhall eat this year ſuch things 
1 as grow of themſelves, and in the ſecond year that which 
5 ſpringeth of the ſame; and in the third year ſow ye, and 
. reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof 
0 hen Sennachierib was gone, they were afraid of famine, 


—_— 
— * 2 . 2 


there was enough for this year and the next, which was the 
ſabbatical year, and the third they ſhould go on with their 
30 uſual huſhandry, and proſper. And the remnant that is 
eſcaped of the houſe of Judah ſhall yet again take root 
downward, and bear fruit upward ; the inhabitants ſhal 
a  tave firm poſſe Non of the country, and increaſe and mull. 
1 31 ph in it. For out of Jeruſalem ſhall go forth a rem- 
nant, and they that eſcape out of mount Zion; thi 
=: that are ſhut up in the ſiege ſhall go forth : the zeal of the 
1 L Loxrp [of hoſts] ſhall do this; zeal for his honour and 
\ 32 as people. Therefore thus faith the Lorp concernin 


3 — 


— 


not come into this city, not make one attack upon it, nor 
=: | ſhoot an arrow there, nor come before it with ſhield, 
1 33 nor caſt a bank againſt it. By the way that he came, 
4 1 by the ſame ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into 
13 | 34 this city, faith the Loxb. For I will defend this city, to 
fave it, for mine own ſake, and for my ſervant David's 
ſake; for the ſake of my power and mercy, and relation le 
this peaple, and eſpecially to David, whoſe piety 1 remember, 

dà⁊ rd to whom I have promiſed a ſucceſſor. 
35 And it came to paſs that night in which the promi 
woas made, that the angel of the Loxp went out, and 
| ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred four- 
ſcore and five thouſand ; he- deſtroyed all the army that was 
encamped about Jeruſelem, probably by 4 Peſtilential wind, 
under the direction of an angel: theſe were common in thi, 
country ;, and, as travellers inform us, ſometimes deſiriy 6 
whole caravan at once: it is called in v. 7. a blaſt : and when 
ttutey aroſe early in the morning, behold, they [were] 
E 46 dead corpſes. So Sennacherib king of Aſſyria de- 
* rted, and went and returned, and dwelt in Nineveh, 
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« Palm i. was compoſed on this occaſion. 


his army having eaten up or trodden down the corn: by; 


Wo bhe king of Aſſyria, whom you at preſent fear, He ſhall 


' Gan 
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37 in revenge he deſtroyed many of the jews there, And he 
became ſo hateful to his people and family, that it came to 

paſs, as he was worſhipping in the houſe of Niſroch 
his god, that Adramme-lech and Sharezer his ſons | 
ſmote him with the ſword : and they eſcaped into the 
land of Armenia, And Eſarhaddon his ſon reigned 


| in his ſtead. | 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. JRRAYER is the beſt refuge of good men in every 
T time of difficulty and oppreſhon. Hezekiah pray. 
ed himſelf, and ſent to Iſaiah to pray for him and for the 
people. Their enemies endeavour to frighten them from 
it, as Rab-ſhakeh did Hezekiah, ſaying, Mere is your God? 
But he is the firſt and laſt reſort of good men; when 
heavy afflictions come upon them, when the intereſt of re- 
ligion is at the loweſt ebb, when difficulties inſurmountable _ 
come, then is the time for prayer: in the mount of danger 
ihe Lord is ſeen, It is a comfort that they can ſpread their 
| caſes before the Lord, and that he takes notice of them; 


that he will hear their prayer, and ſend an anſwer of peace. 


2. It always becomes us, in prayer, to regard the honour 
of God, and to fetch our pleas from thence. Adore him, 


with Hezekiah, as the God of Iſrael; as the God of the king- 


doms of the earth; the ſupreme, univerſal, everlaſting King; we 
ſhould maintain a regard to his glory, that the nations may 
know, and ſerve him. A principle of religion 1s improved by 
prayer, eſpecially that his name may be glorified. This ſhould 


be our daily prayer, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come. 


3. God, who takes notice of the boaſts of proud men, | 
can eaſily humble them. When men, like Sennachertb, 
exalt their voice, and lift up their haughty eyes on high, he ſees. 


and obſerves it. All boaſtings are refletions upon God 


and his providence, to whom we owe every thing, It is 
wrong to talk proudly; © but, as Mr. HENRY obſerves 
upon this ſtory, it is worſe to write proud and angry letters; 


for that ſhows deliberation and deſign; and theſe continue 


long, and do more miſchief.“ Every one that is proud in 


keart, however he may ſhow it, is an abomination to the Lord. 
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It is a great ſatisfaction to the chunk; and people of 


God, to think that he has the greateſt and proudeſt of 
their enemies under his controul. He has his eye upon 
them, knows their abode, their going out and coming in, 
their rage againſt his people; he obſerves all their plots and 


contrivinces ; ; and has his hand upon them; his hook is in 
ther neſe, and his bridle in their mouth; they are doing his 


work, and act by his power; he ſees and knows all their 
inſolence and rage; and, as the pſalmiſt obſerves concerning 
this ſtory, Pſalm Ixxvi. 10. The wrath of man ſhall Preiſe 
him, And the remainder of wrath ſhall he reftrain, 


5. What a great, powerful, and terrible God is Jehovah! | 


At his rebuke, the pſalmiſt obſerves, the chariots and horſes 
are caſt into a deep ſleep; none of the men of might have found 


their hands. I he greateſt numbers cannot ſtand before him; 
one of his mighty angels deſtroyed this ae ee hoſt. 
Where 1s 7he great king, the king of Aſſyria, now? Thou, ſays 


the pſalmiſt, even Thou, art to be feared; not the greateſt 
king, but Thou alone; and who may ftand in thy fight when 
once thou art angry? The general leſſon from the whole is, 


O love the Lord, all ye his ſaints ;, for the Lord preſerveth the 


faithful, but plentifully rewaraeth the e doer. (See the 
e fixth Plalm. 5 5 8 


CHAP. 1. 


- Hezekial? | ed” and his recovery, upon earneft prayer a 


melencholy inſtance of his vanity, for which he 1s reproved ; 
and tas proſperity and death. 


N thoſ days, while Sennacherib t Was ;s encamped againſ 
Jeruſalem, and in the fourteenth year of his reign, Was 
Heede ſick unto death, /ick of a mortal diſeaſe. And 
the prophet Iſaiah the Fn, of Amoz came to him, and 
laid unto him, Thus faith the Loxp, Set thine houſe 
2 in order; for thou ſhalt die, and not live, Then he 
turned his face to the wall, for privacy, and prayed unto 
3 the Lokp, ſaying, 1 beleach thee, O Lokb, remem. 
ber now how I have walked before thee in truth = 
Wit 


nn NS IX. 6533 
with a perfect heart, and have done [that which is! 


good in thy ſight. And Hezekiah wept fore, becauſe 


the reformetion was not completed, the city was in great 
4 danger, and he had no ſon to ſucceed him, And it came 


to paſs, afore Iſaiah was gone out into the middle 
court, that the word of the Loꝶp came to him, ſaying, 


5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my peo- 
ple, that, out of regard to them, his life is ſpared , Thus 


faith the Lor p, the God of David thy father, I have 


heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy Rs: behold, I will 
heal thee : on the third day thou ſhalt go up unto the 


| 6 houſe of the Logo, and return thanks for the cure. And 1 
will add unto thy days fifteen years, longer than on account 


of this diſeaſe he could expect to live: and I will deliver thee 


and this city out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria; 
and I will defend this city for mine own fake, and for 


7 my ſervant David's ſake. And Ifaiah ſaid, Take a 


lump of figs. And they took and laid [it] on the boil, _ 


8 and he recovered,” And Hezekiah ſaid unto Thaiab, 


What [ſhal! be] the ſign that the LorD will heal me, 5 


and that I ſhall go up into the houſe of the LorD the 
third day? The meſſage ſeeming to be contradiftory to the 


"Re, he aſks a ſign, probably remembering that his father 
9 was reproved for refuſing one. And Ifaiah ſaid, This 
ſign ſhalt thou have of the Logp, that the Lonp will 
do the thing that he hath ſpoken : ſhall the ſhadow go 


forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? He leaves 


10 him to chooſe. And Hezekiah anſwered, It is a light 
thing for the ſhadow to go down ten degrees; nay, but 
let the ſhadow return backward ten degrees; which _ 


 Hezekiah thought more ſupernatural and extraordinary. 
it And Iſaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord: and he 


brought the ſhadow ten degrees backward; we which it 


had gone down 1 in the dial of. Ahaz. 


E 0 4 Bb: 


: His Ailurder was probably a ak or impoſthume in his 
throat. 'The figs might have a natural tendency to ripen it; but 
could not "acces, in ſo engerer a caſe, without a miraculous 


interpoſition. 
* There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe 4 the whole courſe of the 


decens retired back upon this occaſion ; but chat the beams of the | 
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534 II. KINGS. XX. 
12 At that time Berodach-baladan, the fon of Baladan 


king of Babylon, ſent letters and a preſent unto Heze. 
kiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been ſick: 
13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſhowed them 
all the houſe of his precious things, the filver, and the 
gold, and the ſpices, and the precious ointment, and 

[ all ] the houſe of his armour, and all that was found 
in his treaſures: there was nothing in his houſe, nor in 


all his dominion, that Hezekiah ſhowed them not. Thi; 


is aſcribed in 2 Chron. xxxii. 25, 26. to pride, and having 


his heart lifted up. He ſhowed them theſe things to make 


| them put a greater value on the alliance. He did not ſhow 
them the temple, the book of the law, and their worſhip ; 
nor introduce them to Iſaiah, the greateſt treaſure in all his 


dominions ; but chiefly the treaſures which were the plunder 


of the Aſſyrians. 


. 14 Then came Iſaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, 


and in the name of God calls him to account for it, and faid 
_ unto him, What ſaid theſe men? and Som: whence 


came they unto thee ? And Hezekiah ſaid, They are 
come from a far country, [even] from Babylon. He 
0p ' mentions this, to ſhow the great honour they had done him, 
— 1 5 And he ſaid, What have they ſeen in thine houſe? And 
Hezekiah e All [the things! that [are] in mine 


houſe have they ſeen: there is nothing among my 


| 16 treaſures that I have not ſhowed them. And Iſaiah 
ſaid unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Loxo, 
17 Behold, the days come, that all that [is] in thine houſe, 


and that which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore unto 


this . Mall be carried into o Babylon: nothing {hall 
7 


| fan were infletted, or bent back; which wight be done in an in- 
_ fant, and kept ſo for ſome conſiderable time. We do not read 
of any ſun dial fo antient as this. The original is, on the degrees 
oer ſteps of Alax; a flight of ſteps that led to the palace, near 
to which there was ſome pyramid or obeliſk, which might cat 
| ſuch a ſhadow on the ſteps, as to meaſure the time, It ſeems 10 


have been a ſort of natural dial, which molt people, by obſerva- 
tion, make for themſelves. 


© The king cf Babylon had been iter to the Aſſyrians; 


but now, becoming independent, he had a mind to form an alliance 
with Hezekiah 3 and therefore ſends to compliment him on hie 
recovery, and to form a league bein een them. 


1 


20 
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s be left, faith the Loxp. And of thy ſons that ſhall 

iſſue from thee, which thou ſhalt beget, ſhall they take 
away; and they ſhall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
19 king of Babylon.“ Then ſaid Hezekiah unto Ifaiah, 


Good [is] the word of the Lon p which thou haſt ſpoken. 


And he ſaid, [Is it] not good, ] if peace and truth be 
in my days? Hezekiah humbly acknowledges the juſtice of 
the threatening, and that there was much mercy mingled 


 avith it, in that the evil as deferred.” 


20 And the reſt of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his 
might, and how he made a pool and a conduit, and 
brought water into the city, [are] they not written in 

21 the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
_ Hezekiah ſlept with his fathers : and Manaſſeh his fon 


reigned in his ſtead. 
REFLECTIONS. 


i, FFV HIS chapter ſuggeſts many uſeful hints to fick 
people, and to thoſe who are viſited with other 
afflictions; to ſet their houſes in order, to make their wills, 
and ſettle other affairs; but eſpecially to ſet their ſouls in 
order. Let them learn to pray to God; this is the way to 
have the evil removed, or to be made fit tor death. Let 
them learn alſo to uſe thoſe means which providence affords; 
otherwiſe they tempt God, and do not truſt him, When 
recovered, they ſhould return publick thanks; and love the 
houſe of God better. The moſt grievous circumſtance in 
affliction is keeping us from it. We ſhould own the good- 
neſs of God in moderating or deferring evil; and with and 


prey for publick peace and truth, whatever perſonal or re- 


ative afflictions we meet with. See Hezekiah's thankſgiv- 


ing, Jaial xxxviii. and learn to imitate it. 


This was a very mortifying meſſage, But God was diſpleaſed 
that he ſhould diſtruſt his protection, and enter into an alliance 
with an heathen, of which the prophet Micah had warned him. 
(Micah iv. 9, 10.) Babylon was now a very conſiderable nation, 
and the event ſeemed unlikely; but it afterwards happened, and 


Daniel, and other youths of the royal blood, were taken there. 


dee a more particular account of this, and Hezekiah's proſ- 


perity and death, in 2 Chron, XXXIi. 24, to the end. 
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2. At ſickneſs and death it is happy to be able to appeal 
to God, as Hezekiah did. The teſtimony of a good con- 
' ſcience encourages our prayers and hopes, either that God 
oY will remove our complaints, or overrule them for our 
good, or that he will receive us to a better world. If we 
FRE deſire it, herein let us exerciſe ourſelves daily. 
1 3 ꝗ. We ſee, that pride and vanity are ſins which cal! 
=: beſet the beſt of men. God obſerves this, and is Aiſpleaſe? 
ãct it. We are always in danger of it. Who would have 
N thought this would have been the cale with Hezekiah? that 
1 his heart would have been ſo lifted up? Good men know 
I too little of themſelves, God is righteous and kind in 
ſending afflictions, to try us, that we may know what is in 
LL our hearts, and cure what is amiſs there. Let us then pray, 
AY that God would hide pride from us, and keep us humble; 
alkand that the fruit of every ajjnetion may be to fake _y Jn 'n, 
5 5 eſpecially this fin. + 
F 4+ How unbecoming, bats.” and mark 7 is it, not to 
= render to the Lord according to benefits received! Heze- 
= kiah did not do ſo. It is a pity ſuch a mark of infamy 
&:. ſhould ret on a name, which in other reſpects was fo 
| honourable. This is the character of us all in ſome degree; 
[48 and we have reaſon to be humble for our ingratitude. Let 
-: eſpecially thoſe who have been recovered from ſickneſs, 
+= Of bean delivered from other afffictions, enquire, hat ſhai 
Ve render unto the Lord for all his benefits? When he deliver; 
our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling ; let it be our 
firm reſolution, our diligent endeavour, and earneſt prayer, 
tthat we may oak before the Lord in truth, and with a e 
N e — Lag that Which 15 1 in his * lt. N Z 
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CHAP. XXI. 


hb this chapter is is 4 13 change from Hezekial's refarms 


tion, in the wickedneſs and her 7. the 88 by Mana 
and Amon. 1 


* ANAsSSE H [was] = years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned fifty and five years 


in a) eruſalem. And his mother s name fo? Hor 
a 


II. K 1 N 68. XxI. 9 537 
2 bah. And he did [that which was) evil in the fight of 


the Lok p, after the abominations of the heathen, om 
the Loꝝ p caſt out before the children of Iſrael. Being 


very young, the grandees of the kingdom were his guardians, _ 


and not being pleaſed with Hezekiah*s reformation, they ſet 


3 themſelves by their influence with Manaſſeh to undo it; For 
he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his 
father had deſtroyed ; ; and he reared up altars for Baal, 
and made a prove, as did Ahab king of Iſrael ; and -- 
worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved them. 
4 And he built altars in the houſe of the IL.oRD, in the 
anctuary itſelf, of which the Log p ſaid, In Jeruſalem 
5 will I put my name. And he built altars for all the hoſt 
of heaven in the two courts of the houſe of the Logo, 
ſ/o that the pious Iſraelites could not attend the temple without 


defiling themſelves with idolatry. He did all in his power to 


6 make the remembrance of the God of Iſrael to ceaſe. And 
be made his ſon paſs through the fire 19 Molech, and 
_ obſerved times, and uſed enchantments, and dealt __ 
familiar ſpirits and wizards, and thus ſtudied to find out 
_ God had forbidden in the law, that he might praftiſe 
it: he wrought much wickedneſs in the fight of the 
7 Lone. to provoke ſhim] to anger. And he ſet a 
graven image of the grove that he had made in the 
bouſe, of which the Lokp ſaid to David, and to Solo- 
mon his ſon, In this houſe, and in Jeruſalem, which 
1 have choſen out of all tribes of Iſrael, will I put 
my name for ever; he ſet up a filthy idul which was wore 
_ ſhipped with the moſt beaſtly ceremonies, even in the moſt 
Luo place; and even the ark was taken out to make room 
8 for it, which Fofiah afterwards reſtored to its place. Nei- 
ther will I make the feet of Iſrael move any more out 


5 of the land which | gave their fathers ; only if they will 


_ obſerve to do «cording to all that I Has commanded. 
them, and according to all the law that my ſervant 
| Moſes commanded them. All this wickeaneſs of the king 
and his people was aggravated by theſe declarations of God, 
and the warning he gave them ; which, had they regarded it, 

9 would have been happy for them. But they hearkened | 
not: and Manaſſeh ſeduced them to do more evil than 

did 
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did the nations whom the Lon p deſtroyed before the 


children of Iſrael. u es was worſe than any king of 
Juda before, and the people more groſsly corrupted ; accord. 
ingly, 11 ſeveral places, but eſpecially in Jer. xv. 4. the fi 
of Manaſjeh is ſpecified as the chief cauſe that broupht ti; 


calamities upon them, _ TS 55 
And the Lokp ſpake by his ſervants the prophets, 
Lfaial, Foel, Nahum, and Habakkuk, uo all lived about 
11 ½ time, ſay ing, Becauſe Manaſſeh king of Judah hath 
done theſe abominations, [and] hath done wickedly 


” 


above all that the Amorites did, which [were] before 


him, and hath made Judah alſo to fin with his idols: 
12 Therefore thus faith the Lok p God of Iſrael, Behold, 


I [am] bringing, that is, I will ſurely and ſpeedily bring, 


uch] evil upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that whoſoever 


| heareth of it, both his ears ſhall tingle, it Pall fil every 
one with terror and horror. And I will ſtretch over 


Jeruſalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 
houſe of Ahab; Feruſalem ſhall have the ſame calamity 
which I brought upon Samaria, and the reyal family of Fudah 

a Ahab: the metaphor is taken from a maſon, who meaſures 


m0-]h4bih a line what is to be left ſt an ding, and what is to be 


deſtroyed: and 1 will wipe Jeruialem as [a man] wipeth 


a diſh, wiping [it,] and turning [it] upſide down; J 


vill turn every thing upſide acπn; empty Jeruſalem of its 


iiiſiabitants; and its fillhineſs ſhull be wiped away by its 
14 


deſtruction. End 1 will torſake the remnant of mine 


inheritance, aud deliver them into the hand of their 
enemies; and they ſhall become a prey and a ſpoil to 
all their enemies. Becauſe they have done [that which 
was!] evil in my ſight, and have provoked me to anger, 

ſince the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, 
even unto this day. Moreover Manafleh ſhed innocent 
blood very much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from one 


end to another; beſides his fin wherewith he made 


Judah to fin, in doing [that which was] evil in the fight 
VVV % Tb 


: 3 i Now 


Jt was an additional reaſon for Manaſſeh's puniſhment, that he 


' perſecuted and defiroyed thoſe who would not comply with his 


11 
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Now the reſt of the acts of Manaſſeh, and all that 


"he did, and his fin that he ſinned, [are] they not writ- 
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? ? 


18 And Manaſſch ſlept with his fathers, and was baried in 


the garden of his own houſe, in the garden of Uzza; 

5 Amon his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
Amon [was] twenty and two years ala when he 

7 1 to reign, and he reigned two years in Jeruſalem, 


And his mother's name [was] Meſhullemeth, the 


20 daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. And he did [that which 
was] evil in the fight of the Lord, as his father 


21 Manaſſeh did. And he walked in all the way that his 
father walked in, and ſerved the idols that his father 
12 ſerved, and worſhipped them: And he forſook the 


= Losp God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of | 


23 the LOD. And the ſervants of Amon conſpired againſt 
24 him, and flew the king in his own houſe. And the peo- 


ple of the land flew all them that had conſpired againſt. 


king Amon; and the people of the land made Joſiah 

F his fon king in his ſtead. Now the reſt of the acts of 
Amon which he did, [are] they not written in the boo x 

26 of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And he was 


buried in his ſepulehre 1 in Ns * of Uzza: and | 


N his fon ee in his ſtead, 
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CHAP. XXII. 


1 ah, fall lving the religion of David, dues that en was 
Tiyhi befere God ;, he takes care to repair the temple ; Hitkiah 
the high priefi finds the book of the law, ſuppoſed to be that 
writes by Mojes nhl the ing e it read, 15 2 5 

; alarmed 


ety SPY of * beſt jy av * mold: zealous for 
God's ſervice. He enforced his idolatrous ſtatutes by penal laws, 
and put thoſe to death who would not comply with them. Among 
others, it 1s ſuppoſed that at this time Iſaiah was ſawn aſunder, 
and the chief men concurred in all this, An inftance of horrible 
Wickedneſs, which, it is afterwards ſaid, the Lord would not par- 
don, ch, Xxiv. 4. We have no further account of Manaſſeh in this 

ook of Kings; but in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 1120, we ſhall find an 


unt of his repentance and reformation, and the. reflettions. 


- — A re 
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- alarmed at the judgments denounced ; he ſends to 2 if 
enquire of the Lord; and hie prophef ein the aeftruttion f 
4 uſalem, 


OSIA H was! eight years old ben be began to 
reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in 
Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Jedidah, 
2 the daughter of Adaiah of Boſcath. And he did [that 
which was] right in the ſight of the Loxp, and walked | 
in all the way of David his father, and turned not 
aſide to the right hand or to the left. 
And it came to paſs in the eighteenth year of kin 
J that] the king ſent Shaphan the ſon of Azaliah, 
the ſon of Meſhullum, the ſcribe, to the houſe of the 
4 Lox, ſaying, Go up to Hilkiah the high prieſt, that 
he may ſum the ſilver which is brought into the houſe 
of the Lorem, which the keepers of the door have ga- 
5 thered of the people: And let them deliver it into the 
hand of the doers of the work, that have the over- 
fight of the houſe of the Loxp: and let them give it to 
the doers of the work which [is] in the houſe of the 
| 5 Log, to repair the breaches of the houſe, Unto car- 
penters, and builders, and maſons, and to buy timber 
7 and hewn ſtone to repair the houſe. Howbeit there was 
no reckoning made with them of the money that was 
delivered i into their hand, becauſe they dealt faithfully, 
3 And Hilkiah the high prieſt ſaid unto Shaphan the 
-feribe;: T have found the book of the law in the houſe 
of the Loxp. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, 
9 and he read it. And Shaphan the ſcribe came to the 
2 and brought the king word again, and ſaid, Thy 
ſervants have gathered the money that was found in 
the houſe, and have delivered it into the hand of them 
that do the work, that have the overſight of the houſe 
10 of the Lond. And Shaphan the ſcribe ſnowed the 
e ſaying, Hilkiah the prieſt hath delivered me 2 
11 book. And Shaphan read it before the king. And it 
came to paſs, when the king had heard the words of 
12 the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And 
the C king, commanded Hund the — and Ahikam 


the 


"EIN e gee 
the ſon of Shaphan, and Achbor the ſon of Michaiah, i 


and Shaphan the ſcribe, and Aſahiah a ſervant of the 
13 king's, ſaying, Go ye, enquire of the Lon for me. 


and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found: for great [is] the 
wrath of the Lorp that is kindled againſt us, becauſe _ 
our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this 
bock, to do according unto all that which is written 
14 concerning us. So Hilkiah the prieſt, and Ahikam, 
and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Aſahiah, went unto 
Huldah the propheteſs, the wife of Shallum, the ſon 
of Tikvah, the ſon of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; 
(now ſhe dwelt in Jeruſalem in the college 05 and they 


communed with her. 


15 Andſhe ſaid unto them : Thus faith the Lonb God 


16 of Iſrael, Tell the man that ſent you to me, Thus faith 


the Lorp, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, 

and upon the inhabitants thereof, [even] all the words 

17 of the book which the king of Judah hath read: Be- 
cauſe they have forſaken — and have burned incenſe 

unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger 
with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath _ 
ſhall be kindled againſt this place, and ſhall not be 

W quenched, | But to the king of Judah which ſent you 
do enquire of the Logp, hy ſhall ye ſay to him, Thus 
| faith the Logp God of Iſrael, [As touching] 7 words 

9 which thou haſt heard; Becauſe thine heart was tender, 
and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the Logy, when 
thou heardeſt what I ſpake againſt this place, and againſt 
the inhabitants thereof, that they ſhould become a 
deſolation and a curſe, and haſt rent thy clothes, and 
wept before me; I alſo have heard [thee,] faith the _ 

20 Lord. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy 
| fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into thy grave in 
peace; and thine eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil which I 
will bring upon this place. And * brought + the 3 


king word again, 


char. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 1-25. 


1 Fofrah having received ſuch a comfortable meſſage in the laft 
chapter, ſet himſelf to do all he could to promote the reform. 
tion, arguing, from the encouragement which he had received, 


that if the people humbled themſelves with tenderneſs of heart, 
thy judgments were determined againſt Fudah, yet they would 
not come in that generatiou. 5 Es 
1 A ND the king ſent, and they gathered unto him 
2 
the king went up into the houſe of the Lokp, and al! 
the men of Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jeruſilem 
with him, and the prieſts, and the prophets, Feremiah, 
Zephaniah, and others, and all the people, both ſmall 
and great, that it might be a national af: and he read in 
their ears all the words of the book of the covenant 
Which was found in the houſe of the Lord ; he read the 
law himſelf, to convince them of the miſerable ſtate of It 
nation, in conſequence of ſo long a courſe of impiety. _ 
And the king ſtood by a pillar, where his throne was, 
and made a covenant before the Lorp, to walk after 
the Logrp, and to keep his commandments and his 
"teſtimonies and his ſtatutes with all [their] heart and al 
[their] ſoul, to perform the words of this covenant 
that were written in this book. And all the people 
ſtood to the covenant ; cheerfully declared their conſent it 
tt, and their concurrence with the king, probably by ſtanding 


And the king commanded, a ſecond time, Hilkiah the 
high prieſt, and the prieſts of the ſecond order, f 
Were efſiſtants to the high prieſt, or heads of courſes, and the 

| keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple 


and for the grove, and for all the hoſt of heaven, al 

' the garments and inſtruments uſed in ſacrifice and burnty 
incenſe; and he burned them without Jeruſalem in the 
fields of Kidron, and carried the aſhes of them unto 

| Beth-el : thus making that place, which was the ſource as 
fountain of idolatry, the dunghill for theſe ſhameful injiri 


all the elders of Judah and of Jeruſalem. And 


of the Lord all the veſſels that were made for Baal, 


mens, 
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the tutelar gods, to whom they committed the protection 


of the city, from Geba to Beer-ſheba, and brake down 
the high places of the gates that [were] in the enter- 


ing in of the gate of Joſhua the governor of the city, 


Which [were] on a man's left hand at the gate of the 
city; 10 ſhow his reſolution, he did not ſpare even thoſe of 
05 Joſhua the governor, that the greateſt might ſee his impartial 
9 zeal againſt idolatry. Nevertheleſs the prieſts of the 
high places came not up to the altar of the Loxgy in 
Jeruſalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread 
among their brethren. Amidſi theſe at?s of juſtice he ſhow- 
dd mercy; for while the prieſts who had offered to Jehovah 
in the high Places were e 125 their office, he ſtill 
allowed 
* The Cbemirint, Ho fea 3 Fm ; oy —_ whey" were clothed in 


black, + Whale the Prieſts of the Lord were e in white. 


343 
5 ments. And he put down, cauſed to ceaſe, and probably 


flew, the idolatrous prieſts,” whom the kings of Judah 
had ordained to burn incenſe in the high places in the 
cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jeruſa- 
lem; them alſo that burned incenſe unto Baal, to the 
ſun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all 
6 the hoſt of heaven. And he brought out the grove 
from the houſe of the Lokb, or rather, an image called 
by that name, becauſe among the heathen it was <worſh, 'pped 
in proves; probadly it was Aſtarte or Venus, with the re- 
preſentation of a grove about her, in carvins or painting; 
without Jeruſalem, unto the hrook Kidron, and burn 
ed it at the brook Kidron, and ſtamped [it] ſmall to 
powder, and caſt the powder thereof upon the graves 
of the children of the people, in deteſtation of ſuch prac 
| tices, being thus rendered unclean, would prevent any of | 
7 it being taken away as arelice, And he brake down 
the houſes of the ſodomites, that [were] by the houſe 
of the Lorny, an impurity with which the worſhip of theſe 
_ idols was attended; where the women wave hangings for 
dhe grove, or tents which were put about the image, in 
which the worſhippers uſed to commit all manner of Iewdneſs, 
8 And he brought all the prieſts out of the cities of 
Judah, Hat they might not corrupt the people, and defiled 
the high places where the prieſts had burned incenſe 79 
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10 


allowed them to 5 with their brethren in the Provifim m 
that the law made for them, And he defiled Tooheth, 


. the place where they ſacrificed their children to Molech, or 


the ſun; a place which, as Feremiali ſays, was filled with 


the blood of the innocent; which [is] in the valley of the 


children of Hinnom, that no man might make his ſon 
or his daughter to paſs through the fire to Molech, 


And he took away the horſes that the kings of Judah 


had given to the ſun, 1 draw the chariot of the ſun, at 


the entering in of the houſe of the Loa p, by the cham- 


ber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which [was] in 
the ſuburbs, and burned the chariots of the ſun with 
fire; chariots in which the image of the ſun was drawn in 


12 


Hbplemm proceſſ on; a common practice to this day among the 


idolaters in the Eaft Indies. And the altars that [were] 


on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, at the !op of 


the houſe, which the kings of Judah had made, and the 
altars which Manaſſeh Bad made in the two courts of 
the houſe of the Logo, did the king beat down, and 
brake them] down from thence, and caſt the duſt of 


them into the brook Kidron.  Manaſſeh in his better day. 


removed them, but Amon ſet them up again. Zeph. i. 


43 


And the high places that [were] before . 
which [were] on the right hand of the mount of cor- 


ruption, that is, the mount of Olives, (called the mount of 
corruption, becauſe there they had defled themſelves with 
idolatry;,) all thoſe high places which Solomon the king 
of Iſrael had builded for A ſhtoreth the abomination of 


the Zidonians, and for Chemoſh the abomination of 
the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomihation of the 
brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves; 


children of Ammon, did the king defile. And he 


10 expreſs his contempt of them, and that being thus defiled 
they might never be uſed ay more; and filled their place 


with the bones of men. 

| Moreover the altar that 8 at Beth. a, Tand] the 
75 place which Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who 
made Iſrael to fin, had made, both that altar and the 
high place he brake down, and burned the high place, 
land] ſtamped 18 ſmall to N and burned the 


N , 
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grove z the calf was deſtroyed before, but now all that 


10 belonged to it was utterly conſumed. And as Joſiah turn- 


ed himſelf, he ſpied the ſepulchres that [were] there in 
the mount: his ſeems an accidental thing, a thought whick 
came ſuddenly into his mind; and he ſent, and took the. 


bones out of the ſepulchres, and burned [them] upon 
the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the 


Lok which the man of God proclaimed, who pro- 


claimed theſe words. See 1 Kings xiii. 1. where this was 
17 faretald, above three hundred years before, Then ſeeing a 
large remarkable inſcription, he ſaid, What title [is] that 
that 1 ſee? And ihe men of the city told him, [It is] 
the ſepulchre of the man of God, which came from 


Judah, and proclaimed theſe things that thou haſt done 


18 againſt the altar of Beth-el.* And he ſaid, Let him 
alone; let no man move his bones. So they let his 
bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came ” 


out of Samaria, 1 Kings Xi. 11. 


19 Aud all the houſes alſo of the high places that rowel e 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Iſrael had 
made to provoke [the LoxD] to anger, Joſiah took 
away, and did to them according to all the acts that 
he had done in Beth-el. This may probably refer to ſome 
| parts of Samaria which might have been conquered by Judah, : 
during the late diſtractions of the kingdom of Babylon; or the 
20 governor might allow of his coming on this errand, And he 

| flew all the prieſts of the high places that [were] there 
upon the altars, and burned men's bones upon them, 


0 returned to Jeruſalem. 


And the king commanded all the people, ſaying, 

': Koop the paſſover unto the LorD your God, as [it is! 

22 written in the book of this covenant. Surely there was 
not holden ſuch a paſſover from the days of the judges 
9 judged Iſrael; nor in all the days of the kings o ß 
Iſtael, nor of the kings of Judah; a paſſover celebrated 
_ with ſuch ſolemn care, great preparation, numerous facrifices, P 
(2 Chron. xxxv. 22 ) and unive! al. J9 - atl 2 Oh men; 


Vol. III. Mm 33 But 


0 Perhaps ſome 8 of the true God, in the firm belief . 
of the truth of his prediction, had FePnired... the monument, and 


fene wed ha inſcription, | 
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2 3 But in the eighteenth year of king Joſiah, [wherein 


—— NM 
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91 this paſſover was holden to the Loxp in Jeruſalem, Mt 
88 24 Moreover the [workers with] familiar ſpirits, and the 
"4 the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the kur 
. 755 abominations that were ſpied in the land of Judah and the 
41 nin Jeruſalem did Joſiah put away; all the ſecret idolatry cor 
ti that he could diſcover, was entirely removed and deſtroyed. 
| that he might perform the words of the law which were hy 
[78 uritten in the book that Hilkiah the prieſt found in the ye 
. 25 houſe of the Loxp. And like unto him was there no Mi, 
uy king before him, that turned to the Lok p with all his th 
1 heart, and with all his ſoul, and with all his might, WM; 
WW according to all the law of Moſes z neither after hin Ml x 
fi b „„ ape there [any] like him; this Was a i charaller 0 
= "es. 0 th 
5 R E F L E c T; 1 2 N S. B 


* 1 * 7 11 EN times are ever fo bad and diſcouraging, 
we ſhould not give way to deſpair, but ftir up 

=—_ Ms A the more in endeavours to promote reformation, 
= In v. 17. of the former chapter we find that wrath was gont 
| A out againſt Judah, Nevertheleſs Jofiah was willing to do 
what he could to lighten and protract the judgment, and 
therefore ſet about reformation vigorouſly. When iniquity 

_ abounds, the love of many waxes cold. Good men are too 
ready to be diſcouraged, and think it vain to make any 
attempts to ſtem the tide and do good, But duties are 

| our's, and events are God's. We know not what ſervices 
he may make us the inſtruments of; and whether we arc 

| ſucceſsful or not, it will give us peaceable reflections; we 

| know that God is not unrightcous to forget oy work or " labour 
of love. = : 
1 ” When 3 into covenant with God, we hers ſee 
5 How it is to be done, v. 3. with reſolutions to walk after the 
Lord, in the way he has marked out; to be followers of 
him, and obey all his commands, moral and ceremonial, 
and to walk ena to the law. It i is to be done with all 
our 


— It will bs proper next to read * thirty- fifth 3 of 2 Chron 
cles where the hiſtory of Joſiah is continued. 


· — 2 . PPP == WW 
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confidered and improved. _ 


O 


than the creator. No wonder God gave them up to vile affec« 
moſt holy place, and ſodomites and proftitutes be ad- 


of the greateſt part of the world; that ſuch idolatries are 


to the living God. How thankful ſhould we be for the 


ile, and to walk as children of the light, and of the day. 


_ IE 


11 _ — —— 


„ 


CHAP. XXIII. 26, to the end, and CHAP. XXIV. 
From the thirty. firſt verſe of this, to the end of the trventy- 
fourth chapter, we have a ſhort account of the reign of four 


kings; but there was no good after Foſial's death, 
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dur heart and ſoul; with care, ſincerity, and vigorous re- 
ſolutions. The beſt of men need, like Joſiah, to bind 
themſelves to this work, conſidering the treachery of the 
human heart, and the many ill examples which ſurround 
them. In this view ſacramental ſolemnities ſnould be 


z. Let us lament theſe inſtances of the degeneracy of 
human nature, and the corruptions of God's profeſſing 
people. They had adopted the 1dolatry of all their neigh- 
hours : like the Egyptians, they worſhipped calves ; like 
the Perſians, the ſun and fire; like the Babylonians, the 
hoſts of heaven; like the Phœnicians and their neig110urs, 
Aſtarte or Venus. Let us lament that the world ſhould be 
ſo corrupt, ſo loſt to reaſon, as to worſhip the creature more 


tons, to all manner of folly, lewdneis, and laſciviouſneſs. 

But that Iſrael ſhould be fo corrupt and abandoned, and 
commit all theſe irregularities, was moſt infamous; eſ- 
pecially that the image of Venus ſhould be put up in the 


mitted there. That the houſe of God ſhould be turned 
into a brothel, in defiance of his holineſs and juſtice, was 
ſhocking indeed. No wonder his wrath was kindled. 
How lamentable is it to reflect, that this is a deſcription 


jet practiſed in many nations. How ſhould we wiſh and 
pray for the propagation of the glorious goſpel thro? the 
hole earth, that the nations may turn from theſe vanities 


icht of the goſpel, and how careful to ſhow forth the praiſes 
of him who hath called us out of darkneſs into this marvellous 


M m 2 IE IE 
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'OTWITHSTANDING the Lozp turned | not 

from the fierceneſs of his great wrath, wherewith 
his anger was kindled againſt Judah, becauſe of all the 
provocations that Manaſſeh had provoked him withal. 


27 And the Loa ſaid, I will remove Judah alſo out of my 


_ fight, as I have removed Ifrael, and will caſt off this 


city Jeruſalem which I have choſen, and the Houle of 
which I faid, My name ſhall be there, 


28 Now the reſt of the acts of Joſiah, und all that he 


f did; [are] they not written in the book of the chroni. 
cles of the kings of Judah? 


29 In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Epypt went up 


againſt the king of Aſſyria to the river Euphrates: 
and king Joſiah went againſt him; and he flew him at 


30 Megiddo, when he had ſeen him, And his ſervants 
carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and 


brought him to Jeruſalem, and buried him in his own 
ſepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz 


the fon of Joſiah, and anointed him, and made him 
king in his father's ſtead, 


TY og. Jehoahaz the youngeſt ſon of Joſi ah, called Shallum, Jer. 


11. [was] twenty and three years old when he be. 
gan to reign: and he reigned three months in Jeruſa- 
ſem. And his mother's name [was] Hamutal, the 


5 32 daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did [that 


which was] evil in the fight of the Lord, according to 


33 all that his fathers had done. And Pharaoh-nechoh 


put him in bands at Riblah i in the land of Hamath, | 
that he might not reign in Jeruſalem ; and put the land 
to a tribute of an hundred talents of filver, and a talent 


34 of gold.“ And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the fon 


of Joſiah king in the room of Joſiah his father, and 
turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: 

and he came to Egypt, and died there, according to tht 
>» = prophecy 


d Pharaoh nad no 3 258 Judah ven he firſt came up; 
Þut Joſiah having attacked him, he bent his forces againſt his 


family and kingdom. The people had choſen Jechoahaz king, becauſe 


he was of an active, warlike ſpirit, Z£zeh. xix. 2. like a young lion; 


Fo — — him, and made his brother king in his 
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prophecy of Feremiah, chap. xxii. 12. Ir was the cuſtom of 
conquerors to change the name of thoſe kings which they ſet 


up, to ſhow their abſolute power over them, 
3; And Jehoiakim gave the filver and the gold that he 


had in his treaſures to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land 
to give the money according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, to make up the whole ſum that was demanded : he 
exacted the ſilver and the gold of the people of the 
land, of every one according to his taxation, to give 


Px unto Pharaoh-nechoh. 


Jehoiakim [was] twenty and fire years old when he 
"begin to reign 3 and he reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 
lem. And his mother's name [was] Zebudah, the 

Y daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did [that 
which was] evil in the fight of the Logo, according to 
all that his fathers had done ; he was very wicked, like 
bis predeceſſors ; ſome particulars of which are mentioned in 
NO ch. Xxii. 13—19. and ch. xxvi. 20, 23, G. 

Cray. XXIV. In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of 
" Pubylon: came up, and Jehoiakim became his ſervant 

three years: then he turned and rebelled againſt him. 
2 And the Loxp ſent againſt him bands of the Chaldees, 
and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the children of Ammon, all of whom were 
_ tributary to him, and ſent them againſt Judah to deſtroy 
it, according to the word of the Lov, which he ſpake 


by his ſervants the prophets, (ch. xx. 17. xxi. 10. &c, 


3 xxii. 16. and Jer. XXV. 9. xxvi. 20.) Surely at the com- 
mandment of the Loxp came [this] upon Judah, to 
remove [them] out of his ſight, for the fins of Manaſ- 

24 ſeh, according to all that he did; And alſo for the 
Innocent blood that he ſhed : for he filled TON TE 

3 EE 8 
0 Ne e e Anitten Pharaoh's army, came againſt = | 

the Jews, to make them tributary to him, as they had been ta 

Pharach, We find in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6. that he bound Jehoia- 


kim in chains, and carried him to Babylon; but upon his fair 
promiſes and engagements he ſuffered him to roturns till he 8 | 


belled againſt him, 


4 Some date the beginning of the captivity here; it was now 
Daniel and his companion were carried to Babylon, Dar. i. Is * he 


—— —ää¹4—— - 
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VMuõith 1 innocent blood, which the Lozy would not par. 
don.“ 


Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all tha f 
he did, [are] they not written in the book of the 


6 chronicles of the kings of Judah ? So Jehoiakim ſlept 
with his fathers : and PO his ſon 0 in 

N | EN his ſtead. | | 
= 7 And the king of Egypt came not again any more out 
Z of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken from 
1 the river of Egypt unto the river e N all that 
—_ es pertained to the king of Egypt. | 
= $ Jehoiachin [was] eighteen years old when he began 
{Ja co reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem three months, 
And his mother's name [was] Nehuſhta, the daugnie 
9 of Elnathan of Jeruſalem. And he did [ that which 
muas] evil in the fight of the Logp, according to al 
| 15 that his father had done; he went on in his father's ſteps, 


tio he had been witneſs to the calamities he had ſuffered. 


38 10 At that time the ſervants of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came up againſt Jeruſalem, and the city 
II Was befieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
© came againſt the city, and his ſervants did befiege it 
1 12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to th: 
| 1 king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his ſervants, 


and his princes, and his officers, and ſurrendered thei 
' ſelves to the king of Babylon: and the king of Babylon 
13 took him in the eighth year of his reign. And he car- 
ried out thence all the treaſures of the houſe of the 
Lond, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, and cut 
in pieces”: all the yellow of ou. which Solomon king 
. of 


= Manaſſeh's * in | particular 18 id; bat many | people 

concurred with Manaſſeh in theſe executions tho', „I think, tbe 
words may be underitood of Jeboiakim, tor he ſhed innocent blood 
| Jer. 1. 1% - - 

We have only a general account Fr his tenth; but it is pro- 
bable that when the city was beſieged he made a ſally, was taken 
. priſoner, and ſlain, and ny un buried, e to the prophecy 
in Jeremiah xxvlii. 18, 19. 

In 1 Chron, iii. 16. he i is called Jeconiah, or in ſhort, Coniah 
in 1 S i0 XXII, 24, 298. 
n Or rather, he cut them off from: their ha 6 or flands; as the) 


were afterwards uſed by the king of nen Dan. x. 2, Jo and 
were reliored by Cyrus. | 


pat. 
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ſlept 
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of Iſrael had made in the temple of the Lord, as the 


(4 Loxp had ſaid, ch. xx. 17. And he carried away all 


| Jeruſalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men 
of valour, [even] ten thouſand captives, and all the 
| craftſmen and ſmiths : none remained, fave the pooreſt 


i; ſort of the people of the land. And he carried away 
| Jehoiachin to Babylon, who continued thirty ſeven years 


in captivity, and the king's mother, and the king's 
wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, 


| [thoſe] carried he into captivity from Jeruſalem to 
w Babylon. And all the men of might, [even] ſeven 


thouſand, and craftſmen and ſmiths a thouſand, all 


[that were] ſtrong [and] apt for war, even them the 
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon; all but 


the poor people of the land. Mordecai was taken at this 

time, Efther ii. 6. Ezek. xl. i. and from hence we muſt date 
the commencement of the ſeventy years captivity, 
!7 And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his fa- 
ther's brother king in his ſtead, and changed his name 
18 to Zedekiah ; this was Jſialis third ſon. Zedekiah [was] 
twenty and one years old when he began to reign, 


and he reigned eleven years in Jeruſalem. And his 


mother's name [was] Hamutal, the daughter of Jere- 


19 miah of Libnah. And he did [that which was] evil in 
the fight of the Logo, according to all that Jehoiakim _ 


had done; he perſecuted the prophets, Ac. an account of 
io which we have in Jeremial's prophecy, chap. xxxvii, For | 


through the anger of the Logo it came to paſs in Je- 


ruſalem and Judah, until he had caft them out from 
his preſence, that Zedekiah rebelled againft the king 
of Babylon; having taken an oath of fidelity, 2 Chron, 


xxxvi. 13. he broke it, for which he was reproved by 


Ezekiel, See Ezekiel, chap, xxvii. 18. 


us, REFLECT: 


il would here particularly recommend the reading of the pro 


phecy of Jeremiah, where many particulars are recorded relating 


to theſe reigns, eſpecially the twenty ſecond, ' twenty ſixth, and 


twenty ſeventh chapters, on which the account now given will 
throw great light. | 5 


REFLECTION, 


IMs one reflection may naturally be made on what 
| we have been reading; that ſin brings miſery on | 
nation; it is a reproach to it; and will finally be the ruin 
of it. For the iniquity of @ land many are the princes thereof. 
There was a quick ſucceſſion of them, but all came to an 
untimely end. Theſe things are written for our admonitim, 
that if we deſire the publick welfare, the honour and hap. | 
pineſs of our king, and the continued tranquility of the | 
nation, we ſhould ourſelves, and ſhould endeavour and pray | 
that others may, lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godline)s | 


"© , Y - * 2 wi T „* — 5 _ 


* 12 * * 


* 9 


HAP. XV. 

In 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1117, we find that their great wicked. 
nes, aggravated by God's kindneſs and compaſſion, was th 
cauſe of their calamities and ruin; in this chapter we have the 
 frege and taking of Jeruſalem; the captivity of the people; | 
and the deſftrutiion of the city and temple; an account of their 
new governor, his cruel murder, and the advancement if 
ND it came to paſs in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth month, in the tenth [day] of the 
month, [that] Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, 
he, and all his hoft, againſt Jeruſalem, and pitched 
againſt it; and they built forts againſt it round about, 
2 And the city was befieged unto the eleventh year of 
3 king Zedekiah.“ And on the ninth [day] of the [fourth] 
month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was 
no bread for the people of the land; zhe famine MY 
k As ſoon as Nebuchadnezzar heard of Zedekiah's treachery, 
he built forts to keep relief from coming to the city, and beſieged 
; it. Jeremiah tells us, that the king ot Egypt came to help Le- 
BE dekiah, but the Chaldees went againit him, and he fled. Upon 


this, they returned to the fiege, which laſted about two year, 
dee Jer. XXXVIls vg EET 


10 
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fo terrible, that many from the country fled there for ſafety. 
And the city was broken up, a breach was made, at which 


the enemy entered, and all the men of [war] fled by night 


by the way of the gate between two walls, which [is] 


by the king's garden : (now the Chaldees [were] againſt 


the city round about:) and [the king] went the way 


toward the plain; Jeremiah would have perſuaded the king 
5 10 ſurrender, but he would not. And the army of the 
Chaldees purſued after the king, and overtook him in 
the plains of Jericho: and all his army were ſcattered 


6 from him. So they took the king, and brought him 
up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; à city between 
Feruſalem and Babylon, where he lay waiting the iſſue of the 


ige; and they gave judgment upon him. And they : 
ſlew the ſons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out- 
the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of 


braſs, and carried him to Babylon?  _ 


And in the fifth month, on the ſeventh [day] of the 
month, which [is] the nineteenth year of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, cap- _ 
tain of the guard, a ſervant of the king of Babylon, unto 
9 Jeruſalem. And he burnt the houſe of the Logo, and 
the king's houſe, and all the houſes of Jeruſalem, and 
10 every great [man's] houſe burnt he with fire.” And 
all the army of the Chaldees, that were with] the 
captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jeruſa- 
lem round about, hat it might make no farther reſiſtance, 


3 11 Now 
III is deſcribed in Lam. iv. 110. 


® A council was held, and Zedekiah brought to trial, in which 
he was found guilty of treachery and rebellion; upon which they 

lew his ſons before him, and then put out his eyes, that no 
other object might thruſt the ideas of that bloody ſcene from 
his mind. He was then bound in chains, and carried to Baby- 
lon, to drag out a miſerable exiſtence there. While Jeremiah fore= 
told this at 1 aklem „Ezekiel foretold it at Babylon. Fer. xxxii. 5. 
Ezek. xii. 13. Jeremiah foretold his going to Babylon, and dying 
there, Ezekiel foretold that he ſhould die at Babylon, tho” he 
ſaould never ſee it; and ſo it came to paſs, he was brought 


bare, buc-aover: beheld too .... 88 
a The burning of the city and temple had often been foretold, 


dy Ilaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; the temple was not burnt when 
tie city was taken; but, about a month after, the cruel reſolution _ 


was taken to burn both, 


— — — ——— ͤ ᷑—ä4S-rtn.—— 
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11 Now the reſt of the people [that were] left in the city 
and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Baby. 
lon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar. 
12 adan the captain of the guard carry away. But the 
captain of the guard left of the poor of the land [to 
be! vine dreſſers and huſbandmen ; he gave them farm 
and vineyaras : probably he had a particular charge given 
um concerning Jeremiah, to preſerve hum ſafe, See Jere. 
J SE ot nf 
83 And the pillars of braſs that [were] in the houſe 
85 of the Lok, and the baſes, and the brazen ſea that 
[was] in the houſe of the Lob, did the Chaldee: 23 
break in pieces, and carried the braſs of them to Ba- 
14 bylon. And the pots, and the ſhovels, and the ſnuf. | 
fers, and the ſpoons, and all the veſſels of braſs where. | 
15 with they miniſtered, took they away. And the fire 
| pans, and the bowls, [and] ſuch things as [were] of 
gold, [in] gold, and of filver, [in] filver, the captain 
16 of the guard took away. The two pillars, one ſea, and 24 


21 


22 


the baſes which Solomon had made for the houſe of 


the Lorp; the braſs of all theſe veſſels was without 

17 weight, The height of the one pillar [was] eighteen 

cubits, and the chapiter upon it [was] braſs: and the . 

height of the chapiter three eubits; and the wreathen WI 2. 
work, and pomegranates upon the chapiter round 

about, all of braſs: and like unto theſe had the ſecond 

pillar with wreathen work. PE nnd 


18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief Wi 

pirieſt, and Zephaniah the ſecond prieſt, he high prieſts 2 
deputy, who was to adt in caſe of his fickneſs or incapacity, 15 

I) and the three keepers of the door. And out of the 
City he took an officer, that was ſet over the men of 

var, and five men of them that were in the king's pre- 


ſence, which were found in the city, and the principal » 
ſcribe of the hoſt, which muſtered the people of the land, WI 1; 
and threeſcore men of the people of the land [that were| h. 


| ſound in the city; t gentlemen of fortune, who had WW bi 
20 concealed themſelves in the city.? And Nebuzar-adan cap- 


t] 

Ph . | - tain 1 
3 0 Probably theſe men were the chief inſtruments in perſecuting Þ 
Jeremiah, and in perſuading Zedekiah, contrary to the prophet“ 4 


command, not to ſurrender, 
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tain of the guard took theſe, and brought them to the 
21 king of Babylon to Riblah. And the king of Babylon 
ſmote them, and ſlew them at Riblah in the land of 
HFamath. So Judah was carried away out of their 
land; all Judah was carried captive about one hundred and 


thirty years after the captivity of the ten tribes, 


12 And [as for] the people that remained in the land 
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the ſon of 


Ahikam, the ſon of Shaphan, ruler; probably upon the 


recommendation of Jeremiah, as he had been ſaved by his 
23 father, and had a great reſpett for his ſon. And when all 
the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard 
that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, 
there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Iſhmael the 


ſon of Nethaniah, and Johanan the ſon of Careah, and 


Seraiah the ſon of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 


 Taazaniah the ſon of a Maachathite, they and their 


24 men.“ And Gedaliah ſware to them, and to their 


men, and ſaid unto them, Fear not to be the ſervants 


of the Chaldees : dwell in the land, and ſerve the king 
of Babylon; and it ſhall be well with you; he aſſured 


lem with a ſolemn oath, that they ſhould be ſafe, if they 
25 would be faithful to the king of Babylon, But it came to 


paſs in the ſeventh month, that Iſhmael the ſon of 


Nethaniah, the fon of Eliſhama, of the ſeed royal, 


came, and ten men with him, and ſmote Gedaliah, 
that he died, and the Jews and Chaldees that were 


26 with him at Mizpah.“ And all the people, both ſmall 


and great, and the captains of the armies, aroſe, and 


L came to Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees ; 


„ 


„ Theſe men had fled at the beginning of che ſiege, and gone 
to the Moabites and Ammonites, Jer. xl. 7. but now returned, 
and put themſelves under his command; and Jeremiah alſo put 


himſelf under his protection, tho' the Chaldean general would 


bene had him gone with him to Babylon, and promiſed to uſe 


him kindly. there. Fer. xl. 2, 665. N 15 Op 
{ Iſhmael being of the ſeed royal, thought he had more right to 

the government; and, being ſet on by the king of the Ammonites, 

he treacherouſly murdered Gedaliah, at an entertainment he had 


Prepared for him. Gedaliah had been warned of Iſhmael's de- 


uns, but did not apprehend the danger. See Jer. xl. 13, &c. 


vour and affection to him afterwards, 
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being afraid of the reſentment of the Chaldees, they why 1, 
Egypt, contrary to the command of the Lord, Here they 
| Gehaved very wickedly, and were all deſtroyed; they too 
 Feremiah with them, and he probably died there. See Fere. 
mah xl. = | OR 


| 27 And it came to paſs in the ſeven and thirtieth year | 


of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
_ twelfth month, on the ſeven and twentieth [day] of 

the month, [that] Evil-merodach king of Babylon, th 
fon of Nebuchadnezzar, in the year that he began to 
reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah 
dut of priſon ; gave him dignity and promotion above other 
28 kings, whoa were then captive at Babylon, And he ſpake 


kindly to him, and ſet his throne above the throne of | 


29 the kings that [were] with him in Babylon; And 
changed his priſon garments, and gave him royal ap. 
parel: and he did eat bread continually before him all 

the days of his life; ſat at his table, and had an allow. 
30 ance for the ſupport of his family, And his allowance 
las] a continual allowance given him of the king, 1 


| Caily rate for every day, all the days of his life. 
OS. 1 5 1 


»The jews have a tradition that this prince was caſt into 


priſon with Jehoiachin, for his evil government during his father's 


ſeven years? diſtraction 3 and that this was the reaſon of his fa» 
him This would be an en- 
touragement to the pious jews in captivity; and they would look 
upon it as an omen of their approaching deliverance. The laſt 


chapter of Feremial is almoſt the ſame as this; and was deſigned 
to throw light upon his prophecy. The fortieth chapter of Jere. 


iat ſhould be read in this connection. The hiſtory and the 
prophecy illuſtrate and confirm one another. After this time the 
land lay deſolate, and kept a ſabbath of ſeventy years' reſt, be- 


cauſe they had profaned the ſabbath, and neglected the obſervation” 


gs ſ the ſabbatical years, when the land ſhould reſt every ſeventh year. 


R 


THE 


Firſt Book of CHRONICLES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


7 N 78 and the following book contain ſomething concerning 
the ſtate of the church from the beginning of the world, 
jill after the Babyloniſh captivity, and therefore probably were 
written at that time by Ezra; compare 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
22, 23. with Ezra i. 1, 2, 3. The chief deſign of them is 
to give an exact account of the genealogies, eſpecially of the churci, 
from Adam downwards ; that ſo it might certainly be known of ö 


what tribe and family Chriſ, the promiſed ſeed, was; which 
it Matthew, but Luke eſpecially, make uſe of to this pur= 


Here are alſo related ſeveral paſſages of the kings of 9 85 


oY omitted in the books of Samuel and tie —— and 5 - 
or other paſjoges are Nene. . 


CHAPTER 4 


7 he gong Een Adam to Abraham, whoſe poſteriy ; 's 5 
 Fecounted; eſpecially the kings and dukes of Edom. 


DAM, Sheth, Enoſh, Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, ; 
34 Henoch, Methuſelah, Lamech, Noah, IRE ; 
Ham, and Japheth. | ED 
5 The ſons of Jap heths Gomer, a Mazoe.” and 


Madai, and Ian, and Tubal, and Meſhech, and 


6 Tiras. And the ſons of Gomer; Aſhchenaz, and Ri- 
7 phath, and Togarmah. And the ſons of Javan z Eliſha, 
and Tarſhiſh, Kittim, and Dodanim. 


$8 The ſons of Ham; Cuſh, and Mizraim, Put md 


9 Canaan. And the Gas of Cuſh ; Sebah, and Havilah, 


and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the ſons 99 0 


lo of Raamah; Sheba, and: Dedan. And Cuſh begat 
Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth. 

1 And Miran begat . and . and Leha- 

15 bim, 


2 37 Timna, and Amalek. The ſons of Reuel; 
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12 bim, and Naphtuhim, And Pathruſim, and Caſluhim, 
13 (of whom came the Philiſtines) and Caphthorim. And 
14 Canaan begat Zidon his firſt born, and Heth, The 

| Jebuſite alſo, and the Amorite, and the Girgathite 
15 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 
16 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hama. 
thite, 


7 17 The Fans of Sem; Elam, and Asſhur, and Alan: 
ac, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and 


18 Gether, and Meſhech. And Arphaxad begat Shelah, 
Ig and Shelah begat Eber. 
two ſons: the name of the one [was] Peleg ; becauſe 
in his days the earth was divided: and his brother's 
20 name [was] Joktan. And Joktan begat Almodad, and 


21 Sheleph, and Hazermaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram alſo, | 
22 and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and 
23 Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All 


| theſe [were] the ſons of Joktan. 


24 25 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Reu, 
2286 27 Serug, Nahor, Terah, Abram, the ſame [is] Abra- 


28 ham. The ſons of Abraham Iſaac, and Iſhmael, 
29 Theſe [are] their generations: the firſt born of Ih- 
— mael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Abdeel, and Mib- 
30 fam, Miſhma, and Dumah, Maſſa, Hadad, and Tema, 


31 Jetur, Neplulh, and Kedemah, Theſe are the ſons of 


| Iſhmael. 


32 Now the . of Keturah: Abena 8 CO TOS ſhe 


"bare Zimran, and Jokſhan, and Medan, and Midian, 


and Iſhbak, and Shuah, And the ſons of Jokſhan; 


£ 3 3 Sheba, and Dedan. And the ſons of Midian; Ephah, 
and Epher, and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldaah, Al 
' theſe are] the ſons of Keturah. 


34 And Abraham begat Iſaac. The ſons of lac Eſau 


35 and Iſrael. The ſons of Eſau; Eliphaz, * and 
; 36 Jeuſh, and Jaalam, and 3 The ſons of Eliphaz; 
Ieman, and Omar, Zephi, a Gatam, Kenaz, and 

Nahath, 

Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 

: L And the ſons of Seir; Lotan, and Shobal, and Ti. 

been. and Anah, and a and Ezar, and Diſhan. 


89; And 


And unto Eber were hae | 


The 


1. CHRONICLES. Il, 359 


And the ſons of Lotan; Hori, and Hamas: And. 


40 Timna [was] Lotan's ſiſter. The ſons of Shobal; 
Alian, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Oui, 
And the ſons of 28 Aiah, and Anah. The ſons 
"© Anah ; Diſhon. And the ſons of Diſhon ; Amram, 


42 and Eſhban, and Ithran, and Cheran. The ſons of 


Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, [and] Jakan, - a fons of 
Diſhan; Uz, and Aran. ; 
3 Now theſe [are] the kings that reigned ! in the lad ; 
of Edom, before [any] king reigned e over the children 
of Iſrael; Bela the ſon of Beor : and the name of his 
44 city [was] Dinhabah. And when Bela was dead, Jobab 
4j the ſon of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his ſtead. And 


was dead, Hadad the ſon of Bedad, which ſmote 


47 the name of his city [was] Avith. And when Hadad 


Matred, the daughter of Mezahab, 


| Theſe el the dukes of Eats a 


88 


l 5 * 


CHAP. At. 


 Ferahmeel, 


H ES E [are]. the ſons of Iſrael; Mn | 
. Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Iſſachar, ad Zebulun, 
i 2 ud Jeſeh, and Benjami n, Naphtali, Gad, and Aſher. 


3 The : 


when Jobab was dead, Huſham of the land of the 


46 Temanites reigned in his ſtead. And when Huſham © 
 Midian in the field of Moab, reigned | in his ſtead: and 


was dead, Samlah of Maſrekah reigned in his ſtead. _ 
13 And when Samlah was dead, Shaul of Rehoboth ä 
9 the river reigned in his ſtead, And when Shaul was 
dead, Baal-hanan the ſon of Achbor reigned in his 
50 ſtead, And when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad reigns 
ed in his ſtead: and the name of his city [was] Pai; 
and his wife's name [was] Mehetabel the Canter. e of 5 


91 Hadad died alſo, And the dukes of Edom were; 
2 duke Timna, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, Duke Aho- 
53 libamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, Duke Kenaz, duke 
50 Teman, duke Mibzar, Duke Magdiel, duke Tram. | 


the port of Thad, Fudah, Feſſe, C Caleb, Haren, and = 


— — — 
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The ſons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: 
which] three were born unto him of the daughter of 
Shuah the Canaaniteſs. And Er, the firſt born gf 
Judah, was evil in the fight of the Lord; and he ſlew 
4 him. And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez 
95 and Zerah. All the ſons of Judah [were] five. The 
4 ſons of Pharez, Hezron, and Hamul. And the ſons 
of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, and Heman, and Cal. 
7 col, and Dara: five of them in all. And the ſons of 
- Carmi; Achar, the troubler of Iſrael, who tranſgreſſed 
8 in the ching accurſed. And the ſons of Ethan; Azariah, 
'9 The ſons alſo of Hezron, that were born unto him; 
10 Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. And Ram be. 
gat Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nahſhon, 
11 prince of the children of Judah; And Nahſhon begat 
12 Salma, and Salma begat Boaz, And Boaz begat Obed, 
3 and Obed begat Jeſſe, 
13 And Jefle begat his firſt born Eliab, and Abinadah 
I4 the ſecond, and Shimma the third, Nethaneel the 
15 fourth, Reddai the fifth. Ozem the fixth, David the 
16 ſeventh. Whoſe ſiſters [were] Zeruiah, and Abigail. 
And the ſons of Zeruiah; Abiſhai, and Joab, and 
17 Aſahel, three. And Abigail bare Amaſa : and the 
-.. ther of Amaſah [was] Jether the Iſhmeelite. _ 
18 And Caleb the ſon of Hezron begat [children] of 
„ Azubah [his] wife, and of Jerioth : her ſons [are] 
ig theſe; Jeſher, and Shobab, and Ardon. And when 
Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, 
20 which bare him Hur. And Hur begat Uri, and Uri 
LE. begat Bezaleel. e 
84: - And: aro Heron: went in to the daughter of 
M,Lchir, the father of Gilead, whom he married when 


„be Was} threeſcore years old, and ſhe bare him Segub. | 
22 And Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty 
23 cities in the land of Gilead. And he took Geſhur, 


and Aram, with the towns of Jair, from them, with 

Kenath and the towns thereof, [even] threeſcore cities: 
all theſe [belonged to] the ſons of Machir, the father 
24 = Gilead. And after that Hezron WAS dead in Caleb- 
„ Seo _ ephratak 


k-CHRONICEES 1; e 
ephratah, then Abiah Hezron's wife bare him Aſhur 
the father of Tekoa. 


50 1; And the ſons of Jerahmeel the firſt horn of Har: 
were, Ram the firſt born, and Bunah, and Oren, and 


g 26 Ozem, [and] Ahyah. Jerahmeel Bad alſo another 
„ite, whoſe name [was] Atarah; ſhe [was] the mother 

MM” of Onam. And the ſons of Ram the firſt born of je- 

. 13 rahmeel were Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. And the 


N ſons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada, And the 
i! ſons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abiſhur. And the 
name of the wife of Abiſhur, [was] Abihail, and ſhe 
z0 bare him Ahban and Molid. And the ſons of Nadab ; 
Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died without children. : 
zi And the ſons of Appaim; Iſhi. And the ſons of Iſhi ; 
32 Sheſhan, And the children of Sheſnan; Ahlai. And 
| the ſons of Jada the brother of Shammai : „ Jether, and 
33 1 and Jether died without children. And 
the ſons of Jonathan; Peleth and Zaza. Theſe were 
the ſons of Jerahmeel. : 


3+ Now Sheſhan had no foo, but 3 Aud She- 


35 Jarha, And Sheſhan gave his daughter to Jarha his 
37 begat Nathan, and Nathan begat Zabad, And Zabad 


40 begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleaſah, And Eleaſah 
41 begat Siſamai, and Siſamat begat Shallum, And Shal- 
. begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Eliſhama, 


„ Meſha his firſt born, which [was] the father . 


44 puah, and Rekem, and Shema. And Shema begat 
| Raham, the father of Jorkoam: and Rekem begat 


40 Maon [was] the father of Beth-zur. And Ephah, Ca- 
leb's concubine, bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez; 
4 and Haran begat Gazez. And the ſons of Jahdai; 


| Regem, and S and Geſham, and Pelet, and 
Vor. III. | Nn EN * 


han had a ſervant an Egyptian, whoſe name [was] . 
26 ſervant to wife; and ſhe bare him Attai. And Atta: 


38 begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, And Obed 
29 begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah, And Azariah | 


Now the ſons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel _ f 


5 of Ziph; and the ſons of Mareſhah the father of 5 
13 Hebron. And the ſons of Hebron; Korah, and Tap- 


45 Shammai. And the ſon of Shammai [was] Maon ; and 
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| 48 Ephah, and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb's concubine, 


49 bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. She bare alſo Shazpi 
the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Mach. 


bena, and the father of Gibea : and the daughter of WM 0! 

-- [was] Achſa. 10 
Theſe were ſons of Caleb the ſon of Har. the 11 / 
= o firſt born of Ephratah ; Shobal the father of Kirjath. n 4 
51 jearim, Salma the father. of Beth-lehem, Hareph the 3 7 
52 father of Beth-gader. And Shobal the father of Kit. 1 2 
: jath- jearim had ſons; Haroeh, [and] half of the Ma. 15 f 
53 nahethites. And the families of Kirjath-jearim; the b 
Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, and 16! 


the Miſhraites; of them came the Zareathites, and the 

4 Eſhtaulites, The ſons of Salma; Beth-lehem, and 7 
the Netophathites, Ataroth, the houſe of Joab, and Ml 15 | 
55 half of the Manahethites, the Zorites. And the fa- Ml 19 ! 
milies of the ſcribes which dwelt at Jabez; the Tirz- y 
thites, the Shimeathites, [and] Suchathites. Theſe WI 
La. the Kenites that came e of Hemath, the father of 20 


1 the houſe of 3 e „„ 
; 8 H A P. nr . 

5 2 he ou 1 David, his line 10 Zedekiah; and the ple i 

5 Jeconian. 24 


0 W PSY were the ſons of David hich were 

born unto him in Hebron; the firſt born, Am- 

n, of Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs : the ſecond, Daniel, 
2 of Abigail the Carmeliteſs : The third, Abſalom the 
ſon of Maachah the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur: 

1 3 the fourth, Adonijah the ſon of Haggith: The fifth, 
5 Shephatiah of Abital: the fixth, Ithream by Eglah 
5 4 his wife. [Theſe] fix were born unto him in Hebron; 
7 Pls there he reigned ſeven years and fix months: and 
in Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three years. And 
2835 were born unto him in Jeruſalem; Shimea, and 

S Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, four, of Bathſhua 

. the daughter of Ammiel: Ibhar alſo, and Eliſham® 


and 
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„J and Eliphelet, And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 
And Eliſhama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 
. 9 [Theſe were] all the ſons of David, beſides the ſons 
of of the concubines, and Tamar their "IE | I 
10 And Solomon's ſon [was] Rehoboam, Avia his fon, 
e un Afa his fon, Jehoſhaphat his ſon, Joram ais (vn, 
„ Wi: Ahaziah his fon, Joaſh his fon, Amaziah his ſon, 
e MW; Azariah his ſon, Jotham his ſon, Ahaz his ſon, He- 
r. 1g zekiah his ſon, Manaſſeh his ſon. Amon his ſon, Jo- 
- MW; ſiah his fon. And the ſons of Jofiah | | were, ] the firſt 
je born Johanan, the ſecond Jehoiakim, "the third Zede- 
16 kiah, the fourth Shallum. And the ſons of Jehomkin 3 5 
 Jeconiah his fon, Zedekiah his fon. _ ; 
1 And the ſons of Jeconiah; Aſſir, Salathiel his ſon, | 


ds Malchiram alſo, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jeca- 
. MW i9 miah, Hoſhama, and Nedabiah. And the ſons of 
n Pedaiah [ were, ] Zerubbabel, and Shimei: and the ſons 
e of Zerubbabel ; Meſhullam, and Hananiah, and Se- 
F120 lomith their ſiſter : And Haſhubah, and Ohel, and Be- 


21 rechiah, and Haſadiah, Juſhab- heſed, five. And the 
ſons of Hananiah ; Pelatiah, and Jeſaiah; the ſons of 
- Workout the ſons of Arnan, the ſons of Obadiah, the 
22 ſons of Shechaniah. And the ſons of Shechaniah ; LE 
Shemaiah: and the ſons of Shemaiah ; Hattuſh, and 
23 Igeal, and Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, fix. And 
the ſons of Neariah ; Elicenai, and Hezekiah, and 
7 Azrikam, three. And the ſons of Elioenai (ere, : 
 Hodaiah, and Eliaſhib, and Pelaiah, and Akkub, e 
Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, ſeven, | : 8 


CHAP. lv. 


7. le erty of Juda; 27 Caleb the ſon 7 Hur; of Hr, the 
Poſthumous ſon of Hezron ; of Fabez ;, of Shelak and of 
- Simeon'y the conqueſt of Gedor, 8 


2 2 


5 mi, and Hur, and Shobal. And Reaiah the 
ton of Shobal begat Jahath ; and Jahath begat Ahu- 


H E ſons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and Car 


Nn 2 eee — mai, 5 


564 
mai, and Lahad. Theſe [are] the families of the Zo. 


3 


N 
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rathites. And theſe [were] of the father of Etam; 
Jezreel, and Iſhma, and Idbaſh : and the name of 
their ſiſter [was] Hazelelponi : And Penuel the father 
of Gedor, and Ezer the father of Huſhah. The: 


[are] the ſons of Hur, the firſt born of NPR, th 


father of Beth-lehem. 


And Aſhur the father of Tek had two wives, 


Helah, and Naarah. And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, 
and Hepher, and Temeni, and Haahaſhtari. I heſe 


were the ſons of Naarah. And the ſons of Helah 


(were, ] Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan. And Coz 


begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the families of Ahar. 
hel the ſon of Harum. _ 


And Jabez was more honourable than his blokes 


and his mother called his name Jabez, ſaying, Becauſe 


I bare him with ſorrow. And Jabez called on the God 


of Ifrael, ſaying, Oh that thou wouldft bleſs me in- 
deed, and enlarge my coaſt, and that thine hand might 
©: with me, and that thou wouldſt keep [me] from 
cuil, that it may not grieve me! - And God granted 


12 


— him that which he requeſted, 
14 


And Chelub the brother of Shuah 3 Mehir, 


12 which [was] the father of Eſhton. And Eſhton be- 


1 1 


| 16 


gat Beth-rapha, and Paſeah, and Tehinnah the father 
of Irnahaſn. Theſe [are] the men of Rechah. And 


the ſons of Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah : and the ſons 

14 of Othniel; Hathath. And Meonothai. begat Ophrah; 
„ Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the bl of 
Caleb the fon of Jephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Naam: 


Charaſhim ; for they were craftſmen. And the ſons of 


> and the ſons of Elah, even Kenaz, And the ſons of 


JIaehaleleel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Afareel, 


17 
18 


And the ſons of Ezra [were,] Jether, and Mered, and 


Epher, and Jalon: and ſhe bare Miriam, and Sham- 


mai, and Iſhbah the father of Eſhtemoa. And his 


wife Jehudijah bare Jered the father of Gedor, and 
Heber the father of Socho, and Jekuthiel the father of 

Zanoah. And theſe [are] the ſons of Bithiah the 
* of Pharaoh, which Mered took. And the 


 fons 


21 
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ſons of [his] wife Hodiah the ſiſter of Naham, the fa- 


ther of Keilah the Garmite, and Eſhtemoa the Ma- 


20 achathite. And the ſons of Shimon [were] Amnon, 


and Rinnah, Ben- hanan, and Tidon. And the ſons 


ON Iſhi [were] Zoheth, and Ben-zoheth. 


The ſons of Shelah the ſon of Judah aste Er the: 
gte of Lecah, and Laadah the father of Mareſnah, 


and the families of the houſe of them that wrought 


22 fine linen, of the houſe of Aſhbea, and Jokim, and 
the men of Chozeba, and Joaſh, and Saraph, who had 
the dominion in Moab, and Jaſhubi-lehem. And 

13 [theſe are] antient things. Theſe [were] the potters, _ 

and thoſe that dwelt among plants and hedges : there 8 


they dwelt with the king for his work. 


24 The ſons of Simeon [ were, Nemuel, and Jamin, 
25 Jarib, Zerah, [and] Shaul : Shallum his fon, Mibſam 


26 his ſon, Miſhma his ſon. And the ſons of Miſhma; 


Shimei had fixteen ſons and fix daughters; but his 


brethren had not many children, neither did all their 
18 family multiply, like to the children of Judah. And 
they dwelt at Beer-ſheba, and Molada, and Hazar- 
29 ſhual, And at Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad, 
zo And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, : 
31 And at Reth-marcaboth.” and Hazar-(afim;: and at 
Beth-birei, and at Shaaraim. Theſe [were] their cities 
32 unto. the reign of David. And their villages [were 
Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen, and Aſhan, 
3 five cities, And all their villages that [were] round 
about the ſame cities unto Baal. Theſe [were] their 
34 habitations, and their genealogy. And Meſhobab, ang 
35 Jamlech, and Joſhah the fon of Amaziah, And Joel, 
and Jehu the ſon of Joſibiah, the ſon of Seraiah; me =. 
36 ſon of Afiel, And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, and Jeſho- . 
haiah, and Afaiah, and Adiel, and Jefimiel, and Be- 
3 naiah, And Ziza the ſon of Shiphi, the ſon of Allon, 
the ſon of Jedaiah, the ſon of Shimri, the ſon of She- 
38 maiah; Theſe mentioned by [their] names [were] 
princes in their families: and the houſe of their fathers 


F increaſed greatly. : 
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39 And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even] 


40 their flocks. And they found fat paſture and good, 
41 for [they] of Ham had dwelt there of old. And the: 


43 And they ſmote the reſt of the Amalekites that were 


2 is not to be reckoned after the birthright. For Judah 
pirevailed above his brethren, and of him [came] the 
. 3 chief ruler; but the birthright [was] Joſeph's :) The 


unto the eaſt fide of the valley, to ſeek paſture for 
and the land [was] wide, and quiet, and peaceable; 


written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king 

of Judah, and ſmote their tents, and the habitation 
that were found there, and deſtroyed them utterly unto | 

this day, and dwelt in their rooms: becauſe [there was 


42 paſture there for their flocks. And [ſome] of them, 


| [even] of the ſons of Simeon, five hundred men, went 
to mount Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah, and] 
 Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the ſons of Iſhi. 
e lcaped, and dwelt there unto this dax. 


K —— 


9 — : — 


abs. - , - . . 
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— 


Reuben; their habitation, and conqueſt of tt 
Fg n 


1NI OW the ſons of Reuben the firſt born of Iſrael 
IN (for he [was] the firſt horn; but foraſmuch 
he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto 
the ſons of Joſeph the ſon of Iſrael : and the genealogy 


11 
12 


13 


14 


15 
16 


5 


1 


ons, [I fay,] of Reuben the firſt born of Iſrael | were, 
4 4 Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi, The {ons 
of Joel; Shemaiah his ſon, Gog his fon, Shimei nis 
5 ſon, Micah his ſon, Reaia his ſon, Baal his for 

6 6 Beerah his ſon, whom Tilgath- pilneſer king of Aſiyr! 
carried away [captive :] he [was] prince of the Rel 

7 benites. And his brethren by their families, when the 
genealogy of their generations was reckoned, [ were} 
S8 the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, and Belah the ſon 0 
Azaz, the ſon of Shema, the ſon of Joel, who dwel 

9 in Aroer, even unto Nebo and Baal-meon : And eat 


a "ul. ; 
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ward he inhabited unto the entering in of the wilder- 
neſs from the river Euphrates: becauſe their cattle 


10 were multiplied in the land of Gilead. And in the days 


of Saul they made war with the Hagarites, who fell by 


their hand: and they dwelt in their tents * - 


all the eaſt [land] of Gilead. 


11 And the children of Gad dv; elt ovoriguiait them, in 
12 the land of Baſhan unto Salcah : Joel the chief, and 


Shapham the next, and Jaanai, and Shaphat in Baſhan, : 


13 And their brethren of the houſe of their fathers were, 
Michael, and Meſhullam, and Sheba, and Jorai, and 


14 Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, ſeven. Theſe [are] the 


children of Abihail the ſon of Huri, the ſon of Jaroah, 
the ſon of Gilead, the ſon of Michael, the ſon of Jeſhi- 
15 ſhai, the ſon of Tahdo, the ſon of Buz; Ahi the ſon 
----Of Abdiel, the ſon of Guni, chief of the houſe of their 
And they dwelt in Gilead in Baſhan, and in 
her towns, and in the ſuburbs of Sharon, upon their 
All theſe were reckoned by genealogies in 
the days of Jotham king of Judah, and 1 in the e of 5 


16 fathers. 
l 7 borders. 
Jeroboam king of Iſrael. 


. 18 The ſons of Reuben and the Gudites, and half the : 

tribe of Manaſſeh, of valiant men, men able to bar 

buckler and ſword, and to ſhoot with bow, and ſkilful 

in war, [were] four and forty thouſand ſeven hundred 

And they 

made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and N ephiſh, - 

20 and Nodab. And they were helped againſt them, and 

..- the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all 

that [were] with them: for they cried to God i in the 

battle, and he was intreated of them; becauſe they put 

21 their truſt in him. And they took away their cattle ; 

of their camels fifty thouſand, and of ſheep two hun- 

dred and fifty thouſand, and of aſſes two thouſand, and 
For there fell down - 

many ſlain, becauſe the war [was] of God. And they _ 

23 dwelt in their ſteads until the captivity, And the _ 

children of the half tribe of Manaſſeh dwelt in the land: 

they increaſed from Baſhan unto Baal-hermon and 

24 Senir, and unto mount Hermon. And theſe (were) 5 

a "the 


„ and threeſcore, that went out to the war. 


22 of men an hundred thouſand. 


"N04. 
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ph 
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Pi 


2 le jo or f Levi; p the tine of the priefss: J the e of Aww, 


£2 9 Ahimaaz, and Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah 
10 begat Johanan, And Johanan begat Azariah, (he lit 


11 Solomon built in Jeruſalem:) And Azariah begat 3 
12 Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, And Ahitub 
13 begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Shallum, And Shal- 2 
14 lum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Azariah, And 3 
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the heads of their fathers, even Epher, and [hi and 
Eliel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and 
 Jahdiel, mighty men of valour, famous men, [and] 
25 heads of the houſe of their fathers. And they tray(. 
greſſed againſt the God of their fathers, and went 2 
wWhoring after the gods of the people of the land, whom 
26 God deſtroyed before them. And the God of Ii: acl 1 
ſtirred up the ſpirit of Pul king of Aſſyria, and the 
| ſpirit of Tilgath-pilneſer king of Aſſyria, and he car- 
| ried them away, even the Reubenites and the Gadites, 
and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, and brought them unto 


 Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Goran 5 
unto this day. 


CHAP. Vi 


and his line. = 


9 \ 1 E ſons of Levi; Gerſhon, Kohath; td Me. 
Irari. And the ſons of Kohath ; Amram, Izhar, 
and Hebron, and Uzziel. And the children of Am- 
ram; Aaron, and Moſes, and Miriam. The ſons alſo 
of 1 Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abiſhua, 
And Abiſhua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi, | 
And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat Mera- 
1oth, Meraioth begat Amariah, and Amariah begat 
Ahitub, and Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat 


is!] that executed the prieſt's office in the temple that 


Azariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak, 


RY = 5 And Jehozadak went ¶ into captivity,] when the Lo 


4 
carried away Judah and Jeruſalem . the hand of Ne- 6 
bucha 
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16 buchadnezzar, The ſons of Levi; Gerſhom, Kohath, 

;7 and Merari. And theſe [be] the names of the ſons of 

18 Gerſhom ; Libni, and Shimei. And the ſons of ko- 
hath [were, ] Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron ang 


19 Uzziel. The ſons of Merari; Mahli, and Muſhi. 
And theſe Lare] the families of the Levites according 


20 to their fathers. Of Gerſhom : Libni his ſon, Jahath _ 
21 his ſon, Zimmah his ſon, Joah his ſon, Iddo his ſon, - 


22 Zerah his ſon, Jeaterai his ſon. The ſons of Kohath ; 


Amminadab his fon, Korah his fon, Aſſir his ſon, N 
13 Elkanah his ſon, and Ebiaſaph his ſon, and Aſſir his 

14 ſon, Tahath his fon, Uriel his ſon, Uzziah his ſon, 

25 and Shaul his fon. And the ſons of Elkanah ; Amaſai, _ 
26 and Ahimoth, [As for] Elkanah : the ſons of Elka-. 


27 nah; Zophai his ſon, and Nahath his ſon, Eliab his 


28 ſon, Jeroham his ſon, Elkanah his ſon. And the ſons 


29 of Samuel ; the firſt born Vaſhni, and Abiah. The 


ſons of Merari, Mahli, Libni his ſon, Shimei his ſon, 
10 Uzza his fon, Sbimei his ſon, Haggiah his ſon, Afaiah 


his ſon. 


31 And theſe Cain the v] whom David ſet over the 1 


vice of ſong in the houle of the LoRp, after that the 
52 ark had reſt. And they miniſtered before the dwelling 


place of the tabernacle of the congregation with ſinging, 5 


until Solomon had built the houſe of the Loxp in 


Jeruſalem: and [then] they waited on their office ac- 

33 cording to their order. And theſe [are] they that 
waited with their children. Of the ſons of the Koha- _ 
thites; Heman a finger, the ſon of Joel, the ſon of 

34 Shemuel, The ſon of Elkanah, the ſon of Jeroham, 

35 the ſon of Eliel, the ſon of Toah, The ſon of Zuph, 
the ſon of Elkanah: the ſon of Mahath, the fon of 

16 Amaſai, The ſon of Elkanah, the ſon of Joel, the ſon 

37 of Azariah, the ſon of Zephaniah, The ſon of Tahath, 
the ſon of Aſſir, the fon of Ebiaſaph, the ſon of Ko- 

3 rah, The ſon of Izhar, the ſon of Kohath, the ſon of 

39 Levi, the ſon of Iſrael. And his brother Aſaph, who 

ſtood on his right hand, [even] Aſaph the ſon of Bera- 

40 chiah, the ſon of Shine the ſon of Michael, the ſon 

41 of Baaſeiah, the fon of —— The ſon of Ethni, 


the 
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42 the ſon of Zerah, the ſon of Adaiah, The fon of Eth. 
43 an, the ſon of Zimmah, the ſon of Shimei, The fon of 
44 Jahath, the ſon of Gerſhom, the ſon of Levi. And 
their brethren the ſons of Merari [ſtood] on the leſt | 
hand: Ethan the ſon of Kiſhi, the ſon of Abdi, the 63 
45 fon of Malluch, The ſon of Haſhabiah, the fon of 
46 Amaziah, the ſon of Hilkiah, the ſon of Amzi, the 
47 fon of Bani, the fon of Shamer, the ſon of Mahli, the 6 
ſon of Muſhi, the ſon of Merari, the fon of Levi. cl 
48 Their brethren alſo the Levites | were] appointed unto 9 
all manner of ſervice of the tabernacle of the houſe of 
God, = 
49 But Aaron and his ſons offered upon the altar of the 6 
burnt offering, and on the altar of incenſe, [and Were 6 
appointed] for all the work of the [place] moſt holy, 
and to make an atonement for Iſrael, according to al 67 
50 that Moſes the ſervant of God had commanded, And 
| _ theſe [are] the ſons of Aaron; Eleazar his ſon, Phine. 
51 has his ſon, Abiſhua his ſon, Bukki his ſon, Uzzi hi bt 
£2 ſon, Zerahiah his ſon, Meraioth his ſon, Amariah his 65 
33 fon, Ahitub his ſon, Zadok his ſon, Ahimaaz his ſon. | 
54 Now theſe [are] their dwelling places throughot ! 
their caſtles in their coaſts, of the ſons of Aaron, of 
the families of the Kohathites : for their's was the lot. Wil / 
35 And they gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, and 
2, 36 the ſuburbs thereof round about it. But the fields 0 
© the city, and the villages thereof, they gave to Caleb 7 
1 57 the ſon of Jephunneh. And to the ſons of Aaron they 
gave the cities of Judah, [namely,] Hebron, [the 7 
city] of refuge, and Libnah with her ſuburbs, and Ja / 
58 tir and Eſhtemoa, with their ſuburbs, And Hilen with 
59 her ſuburbs, Debir with her ſuburbs, And Aſhan with / 
5 60 her ſuburbs, and Beth-ſhemeſh with her ſuburbs. And / 
| Out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba with her ſuburbs . 
and Alemeth with her ard, and Anathoth with her, 
8 ſuburbs. All their cities throughout their families 
: 61 [were] thirteen cities. And unto the ſons of Kohati,l | 
[which were] left of the family of that tribe, [wer 
__ cities given] out of the half tribe, namely, out ot} the 
62 half [tribe] of Manaſſeh, by lot, ten cities. Aud 4 
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I, CHRONICLES. VI. 571 
the ſons of Gerſhom throughout their families [were 
given] out of the tribe of Iſſachar, and out of the tribe 
of Aſher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of 

63 the tribe of Manaſſeh in Baſhan, thirteen cities. Unto 
the ſons of Merari [were given] by lot, throughout 
their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of 
the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, 
64 twelve cities. And the children of Iſrael gave to the 
65 Levites [theſe] cities with their ſuburbs, And they 
gave by lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, 


and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and out 
of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, theſe cities, 
66 which are called by [their] names. And ſthe reſidue] 


of the families of the ſons of Kohath had cities of their 


67 coaſts out of the tribe of Ephraim. And they gave 


unto them, [of] the cities of refuge, Shechem in 


mount Ephraim with her ſuburbs; [they gave] allo 
68 Gezer with her ſuburbs, And Jokmeam with her ſub- 
69 urbs, and Beth-horon with her ſuburbs, And Ayalon 
with her ſuburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her ſuburbs : 
70 And out of the half tribe of Manaſſeh; Aner with her 

ſuburbs, and Bileam with her ſuburbs, for the family _ 
1 of the remnant of the ſons of Kohath. Unto the ſons _ 
of Gerſhom [were given] out of the family of the half 
tribe of Manaſſeh, Golan in Baſhan with her ſuburbs, 
72 and Aſhtaroth with her ſuburbs. And out of the tribe 
of Iſſachar; Kedeſh with her ſuburbs, Daberath with 
73 her ſuburbs, And Ramoth with her ſuburbs, and 
74 Anem with her ſuburbs: And out of the tribe of Atherz; 
MMaſhal with her ſuburbs, and Abdon with her ſuburbs, 
75 And Hukok with her ſuburbs, and Rehob with her 
76 ſuburbs : And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedeſh in 
SGalilee with her ſuburbs, and Hammon with her 
77 ſuburbs, and Kirjathaim with her ſuburbs. Unto the 
reſt of the children of Merari [were given] out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with her ſuburbs, Tabor 
78 with her ſuburbs: And en the other fide Jordan by 


Jericho, on the eaſt fide of Jordan, [were given them] 


cout of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderneſs with 


79 her ſuburbs, and Jahzah with her ſuburbs, Kedemoth 


— 


— — 7 — — 
2 — IE NE — Ce TE" * * * 
. 0 II _ - = 


* — 
2 


ww 9 
SS 


— —— — —_— 


— — 2 — 
— A 
- 


- l —  — — 22 — * . _- —— ” RS © 2 
— —— 1 — Im. - 200 Se en S, SE as 4 — 2 0 Fn - 
= * 2 2 * —— — 2 2 * = f I 
: — - . re Fs r 
— e „r l 2 2 
— — = = = = S f . : 
. 


—— — . 
— 


E ——— ED — — 


Tue fons of Iſachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manaſſeh, and 


5 And their brethren among all the families of Iſſachar 


7 Jediael, three. And the ſons of Bela; Ezbon, and 
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alſo with her ſuburbs, and Mephaath with her ſubur); 
80 And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead with 


81 her ſuburbs, and Mahanaim with her ſuburbs, And 


Heſhbon with her ſuburbs, and Jazer with her ſuburbs, 


p F 
katate wy 


P 


— — —— — 


——ů—ů— 


MN vl. - 


„ Ephraim. FE, 
1 TOW the ſons of Iflachar [were,] Tola, and 
* Puah, Jaſhub, and Shimron, four. And the 
ſons of Tola; Uzzi and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and 
Jahmai, and Jibſam, and Shemuel, heads of their fa. 
ther's houſe, [to wit,] of Tola : [they were] valiant 
men of might in their generations; whoſe number 
| [was] in the days of David two and twenty thouſand 
3 and ſix hundred, And the ſons of Uzz1; Izrahiah: 
and the ſons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and 
4 Joel, Iſhiah, five: all of them chief men. And with 
them, by their generations, after the houſe of their fa. 
thers, [were] bands of ſoldiers for war, fix and thirty 
thouſand men:] for they had many wives and ſons. 


ſ were] valiant men of might, reckoned in all by their 
genealogies fourſcore and ſeven thouſand. == 
6 [The ſons] of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and 


Uzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Irii, five; heads 


5 of the houſe of their! fathers, mighty men of valour; 


and were reckoned by their genealogies twenty and two 
8 thouſand and thirty and four. And the ſons of Becher; 
| Zemira, and Joaſh, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and 
Omri, and Jerimoth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and 


5 9 Alameth, All theſe [are] the ſons of Becher. And the 


number of them, after their genealogy by their, genera- 
tions, heads of the houſe of their fathers, mighty men 
of valour, [was] twenty thouſand and two hundred. 
10 Ihe ſens allo of Jediael; Bilhan; and the ſons of Bil- 


han 44 


7 


F3 


13 
4 


| ; 


10 
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3 


han; Jehuſh, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Chena- 


11 anah, and Zethan, and Tharſhiſh, and Abiſkihar, All 


theſe the ſons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, 
mighty men of valour, [were] ſeventeen thouſand and 
two hundred [ſoldiers,] fit to go out for war [and] 


12 battle. Shuppim alſo, and Huppim, the children of 


Ir, ſand] Huſhim, the ſons of Aher. 

14 The ſons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, and 
Tezer, and Shallum, the ſons of Bilhah. 

14 The ſons of Manaſſeh; Aſhriel, Whom ſhe bare: 
(but] his concubine the Aramiteſs bare Machir the 


15 father of Gilead: And Machir took to wife [the fifter] 


of Huppim and Shuppim, whole ſiſter's name [was]! 
Maacha ;) and the name of the ſecond [was] Zelophe- 
ib had: and Zelophehad had daughters. And Maacha 
the wife of Machir bare a ſon, and ſhe called his name 
Pereſn; and the name of his brother was Shereſh; 
17 and his ſons [were] Ulam and Rakem. And the ſons 
of Ulam; Bedan. Theſe [were] the ſons of Gilead, 
18 the ſon of Machir, the ſon of Manaſſeh. And his liſter | 
 Hammoleketh bare Iſhod, and Abiezer, and Mahalah, 
10 And the ſons of Shemidah were, Ahian, and Shechern, 
h Ne Likhi, and Aniam. 
And the ſons of Ephraim; Shuthelah, and Bered his 
” and Tahath his ſon, OE Eladah his ſon, and 


ſon, and Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of Gath [that 
were] born in [that] land flew, becauſe they came down 


22 to take away their cattle, And Ephraim their father 


mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort 
23 him. And when he went in to his wife, ſhe conceived, 
and bare a ſon, and he called his name Beriah, becauſe 
4 it went evil with his houſe. (And his daughter [was |} 


Sherah, who built Beth- horon the nether, and the up- | 


25 per, and Uzzen-ſherah.) And Rephah [was] his ſon, 


| alſo Reſheph, and Telah his ſon, . Tahan his ſon, - 
16 Laadan his fon, Ammihud his ſon, Eliſhama his fon, 90 


27 Non his ſon, Jehoſhua his ſon. 8 
28 And their poſſeſſions and habitations were, ! Bech. e! 


| and the towns thereof, . and eaſtward Naaran, and welt. 3 


21 Tahath his ſon, And Zabad his ſon, and Shuthelah his 5 
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ward Gezer with the towns thereof; Shechem alſo and 
the towns thereof, unto Gaza and the towns thereof 
29 And by the borders of the children of Manaſſeh, Beth. 
ſhean and her towns, Taanach and her towns, Megid. 
do and her towns, Dor and her towns, In theſe dwelt 
the children of Joſeph the ſon of Iſrael. 
30 The ſons of Aber; Imnah, and Iſuah, and Iſhuai, 
=. and: Beriah, and Serah their ſiſter. And the ſons of 
5 Beriah ; Heber; and Malchiel, who [is] the father of 
32 Birzavith.- And Heber begat Jap hlet, and Shomer, 
3 and Hotham, and Shua their ck. And the ſons of 
IJaphlet; Paſach, and Bimhal, and Aſhvath. Theſ⸗ 
34 [are] the children, of Japhlet. And the ſons of Sha. 
; 35 mer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. And 
the ſons of his brother Helem; Zophah, and Imna, 
- 36 and Sheleſh, and Amal. The ſons of Zophah; Suah, 
and Harnepher, and Shual, and Beri, and Imtab. 
37 Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilſha, and 


0 38 Ithran, and Beera. And the ſons of Jether; Jephun- 
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39 neh, and Piſpah, and Ara, And the ſons of Ulla; 
i 40 Arah, and Haniel, and Rezia. All theſe [were] the 
2 children of Aſher, heads of [their] father's houſe, 
choice [and] mighty men of valour, chief of the prin- 
ces. And the number throughout the genealogy of 
them that were apt to the war Land] to battle Ne 
twenty and fix thouſand men. 


CHAP. vil. 


7 he ſans and chief men of Benjamin ; and the Jock of Saul ud 
_ Jonathan, 


TOW Benjamin begat Bela his firſt, dert Aſhbe 


1 the ſecond, and Aharah the third, Nohah the 
wn Farth, and Rapha the fitth. And the ſons of Bek 
4 were, Addar, and Gera, and Abihud, And Abiſhua, 
5 and Naaman, and Ahoah, And Gera, and Shephu- 
6 phan, and Huram. And theſe [are] the ſons of Ehud: 
theſe are e the heads of the fathers of the —_— 


1. CHRONICLES, VII 555 
| 


he begat of Hodeſh his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and 
jo Meſha, and Malcham, And Jeuz, and Shachia, and 


ff Mirma. Theſe [were] his ſons, heads of the fathers. 

f n 12 And of Huſhim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal. The 

„ fons of Elpaal; Eber, and Miſham, and Shamed, who _ 
Fig built Ono, and Lod, with the towns thereof: Beriah _ 
le alſo, and Shema, who [were] heads of the fathers of 
3 the inhabitants of Aljalon, who drove away the inha- 

d 14 bitants of Gath: And Ahio, Shaſhak, and Jeremoth, 
„ Wi; 16 And Zebadiah, and Arad, and Ader, And Mi- 
5 chael, and Iſpa, and Joha, the ſons of Beriah; And 
h, Zebadiah, and Meſhullam, and Hezeki, and Heber, 
dn Iſhmerai alſo, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the ſons of 
n. Ni 20 Elpaal; And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi, And 

; Du Elienai, and Zilthai, and Eliel, And Adaiah, and 
he 2 Beraiah, and Shimrath, the ſons of Shimhi; And Iſh- 

le, 23 pan, and Heber, and Eliel, And Abdon, and Zichri, 

n- 24 and Hanan, And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothi- 
of il 25 jah, And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the ſons of Shaſhak; 


at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon; whoſe wife's 


5 30 name [was] Maachah: And his firſt born ſon Abdon, „ 

„and Zur, and Kiſh, and Baal, and Nadab, And Gedor, 

32 and Ahio, and Eicher. And Mikloth begat Shimeah, 
And theſe alſo dwelt with their: brethren 1 in Jeruſalem, 


bel _ overagainft them, 


the 3 And Ner begat Kiſh, BY Kiſh begat Saul, and 1 
ela Sant begat Jonathan, and Malchi-ſhua, and Abinadab, "= 
ul, 34 and Eſh-baal. And the ſon of Jonathan [was] 8 | 
zu- 35 baal; and Merib-baal begat Micah. And the ſons of 


id: Micah [were,] Pithon, and Melach, and Tarea, and 


Ks 6 Ahaz. And Ahaz begat Jehoadah, and Jehoadah be- 


J Geba, and they removed them to Manahath: And 0 
Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed them, 
$ and begat Uzza and Ahind. And Shaharaim begat 


children] in the country of Moab, after he had ſent 
them away; Huſhim and Baara [were] his wives. And 


% 27 And Shamſherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah, And 
Jareſiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the ſons of Jeroham. 

23 Theſe [were] heads of the fathers, by their genera. 

29 tions, chief [men.] Theſe dwelt in Jeruſalem. And 
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gat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimti 
7 begat 8 And Moza begat Binea: Rapha [was 


38 his ſon, Eleaſah his ſon, Azel his ſon: And Azel had 


fix ſons, whoſe names [are] theſe, Azrikam, Bocheru, 
and Iſhmael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan. 


. 39 All theſe [were] the ſons of Azel. And the ſons of 


Eſhek his brother [were,] Ulam his firſt born, Jehuſh 


40 the ſecond, and Eliphelet the third. And the ſons of 


Ulam were mighty men of valour, archers, and had 
many ſons, and ſons? ſons, an hundred and Akty. All 
theſe [are] of t the ſons or eas nag 


—_— _ 


CHAP. IX. 


Concerning the + regiſters of the genealogies of That as and 
BE ons ; the charge of certain Tevites ; and the ftock q 


e and Fonatlian. 


\ © all Iſrael were ackooed by ate; ; and, 
| behold, they [were] written in the book of the 
"Ti of Ira] and Judah, [who] were carried away to 


- 2 Babylon for their tranſgreſſion. Now the firſt inhahi- 


tants that [dwelt] in their poſſeſſions in their cities 
[were] the Iſraelites, the prieſts, Levites, and the 


4 Nethinims. And in Jeruſalem dwelt of the children 


of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the 


4 children of Ephraim, and Manaſſeh; Uthai the on 


of Ammihud, the ſon of Omri, the fon of Imri, the 
ſon of Bani, of the children of Pharez the ſon of Judah. 
And of the Shilon ites; Aſaiah the firſt born, and his 
ſons. And of the ſons of Zerah; Juel, and their bre- 
thren, fix hundred and ninety, And of the ſons of 


Hodaviah, the ſon of Haſenuah, And Ibneiah the 


— Jeroham, and Elah the ſon of Uzzi, the fon of 
Michri, and Meſhullam the ſon of Shephathiah, the 


9 ſon of Reuel, the ſon of Ibnijah; And their brethren, 
according to their generations, nine hundred and fitty 
and fix. All theſe men [were] chiet of the fathers in 
the houſe of their raters, 


Benjamin; Sallu the fon of Meſhullam, the ſon of 


| 19 And 


10 
11 


12 
13 


14 
15 
F 


I 
18 


I 


20 


11 


1 Jachin, And Azariah the ſon of Hilkiah, the ſon of 
Meſhullam, the ſon of Zadok, the ſon of Meraioth, 
12 the fon of Ahitub, the ruler of the houſe of God; And 


n. Adaiah the ſon of Jeroham, the ſon of Paſhur, the ſon. 
of of Malchyah, and Maaſiai the ſon of Adiel, the ſon of 
h Jahzerah, the ſon of Meſhullam, the fon of Meſhil- 
Ot 13 lemith, the ſon of Immer: And their brethren, heads 
of the houſe of their fathers, a thouſand and ſeven hun- 
ll dred and threeſcore; very able men for the work of the 


ſervice of the houſe of God, 


it And of the Levites; Shemaiah the fon of Hande 9 5 

the ſon of Azrikam, the ſon of Haſhabiah, of the fore Ts 
| 1; of Merari; And Bakbakkar, Hereſh, and Galal, and 
_ Mattaniah the ſon of Micah, the ſon of Zichri, the ſon 
o 16 of Aſaph; And Obadiah the ſon of Shemaiah, the ſon 


of Galal, the fon of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the ſon 


of Afa, the ſon of Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages _ 

I) of the Netophathites, And the porters [ were, ] Shal- 

lum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and 

18 i their brethren : Shallum [was] the chief; Who hither- 
to [waited] in the king's gate eaſtward : they [were] | 

g porters in the companies of the children of Levi, And 
Shallum the ſon of Kore, the ſon of Ebiaſaph, 1 

of Korah, and his brethren, of the houſe of his father, 

the Korahites [were] over the work of the ſervice, _ 
| keepers of the gates of the tabernacle: and their fathers, 5 
being] over the hoſt of the Lord, 1 755 I 

Eleazar das he 

ruler over them in time paſt, [and] the LOD [was] 

1 with him. [And] Zochirigh he ſon of Meſhelemial: 
[was] porter of the door of the tabernacle of the con- 

2 gregation, All theſe [which were] choſen to be porters 

mn the gates [were] two hundred and twelve. Theſe 
were reckoned by their genealogy in their villages, 

; - wha David and Samuel the ſeer did ordain in their 

23 {et office. So they and their children [had] the overſight 

ol the gates of the houſe of the Logp, [namely,] the 

10 houſe of the tabernacle, by wards. In four quarters 

were the Pariers, toward the caſt, weſt, north, ane 

Vor: III. 128 Z ſouth. - 


20 the entry. And Phinehas 1. fon o 
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And of the prieſts; ; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and 
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4 25 ſouch. And their brethren, [which were] i in their vil. 4 
hy lages, [were] to come after ſeven days from time tg | 
0 26 ͤ time with them. For theſe Levites, the four chef 
x Potters, were in [their] ſet office, and were over the | 
* 27 chambers and treaſuries of the houſe of God. And 
4 they lodged round about the houſe of God, becauſe the = 
4 charge [was] upon them, and the opening thereof = 
'Y ; x0 every morning [pertained] to them. And [certain] of 
'N them had the charge of the miniſtering veſlels, th * 
1 29 they ſhould bring them in and out by tale. [Some] F 
lt of them alſo [were] appointed to overſee the veſſch, | 
$1 _ and all the inſtruments of the ſanctuary, and the fine s 
_ flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frankincenſe, ] 
= 30 and the ſpices. And [ſome] of the ſons of the prieſt : 
= 31 made the ointment of the ſpices. And Mattithiah, ? 
be [one] of the Levites, who [was] the firſt born of Shal. 
10 lum the Korahite, had the ſet office over the things WI 
3 13 * that were made in the pans. And [other] of their bre- Ml 3 
* . thren of the ſons of the Kohathites, [were] over the 
a3 4 33 ſhew bread, to prepare [it] every ſabbath, And thei: Will + 
4 [are] che fingers, chiet of the fathers of the Levites, 
1 [who remaining] in the chambers [were] free: for they WW 
| 1 34 were employed in [that] work day and night. "Thee MI. 
} chief fathers of the Levites [were] chief throughout 9 
i | their generations: theſe dwelt at Jeruſalem, = | 
i 35 And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Jehicl, b 
. 36 hob. wife's name [was] Maacha : And his firſt born 7. 
5 ſon Abdon, then Zur, and Kiſh, and Baal, and Ner, 
br a7 and Nadab, And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah 
5 ; * and Mikloth. And Mikloth begat Shimeam. Anil 
5 N 33 they alſo dwelt with their brethren at Jeruſalem, overs R 
* — 39 againſt their brethren. And Ner begat Kiſh; and ki 
begat Saul; and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi- 
3 40 ſhua, and Abinadab, and Eſh-baal. And the fon oil / 
= Jonathan [was] Merib-baal : and Merib- baal begat il 
3 | 41 Micah. And the ſons of Micah [were, ] Pithon, and | 
g 442 Melech, and Tahrea, ſand Ahaz, ] ch. viii. 35. And 
„ beg at Jarah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, and 
=o Amaretb, and Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza: And 


_ Moza begat | Binca 3 4 and —— his — Eleaſah his 1 


Wo 
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u fon, Azel his fon. And Azel had fix ſons, whoſe 


names [are] theſe, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Iſhmael, 
and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan : : theſe [vere] 


WE {ons of Azel. 


— EI * 2 — 


CHAP. X. 


In account of the overthrow and death of Saul; the ap of 
the Philiſtines over him; and the kindneſs of the men 9 Tu 
2 to him and his ſons. Ol 


2 tines, and fell down lain in mount Gilboa. And the 
 Philitines' followed hard after Saul, and after his ſons; 


and the Philiftines flew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
3 Malchiſhua, the ſons of Saul. And the battle went 


ſore againſt Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was 


+ wounded of the achers: Then faid Saul to his armour- _ 
bearer, Draw thy ſword, and thruſt me through there- 


with; left theſe uncircumciſed come and abuſe me. 
But his armourbearer would not; for he was ſore afraid. 
; So Saul took a ſword, and fell upon it. And when his 


armourbearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe on 

b the ſword, and died. So Saul died, and his three ſons 

7 and all his houſe died together. And when all the men 

of Iſrael that [were] in the valley ſaw that they fled, and 

that Saul and his ſons were dead, then they forſook 
their Cities, and fled: and the Philiftines came and 5 


dwelt 1 in them. 


d And it came to paſs on the morrow, Ihen ch Phi- 
liſtines came to ſtrip the ſlain, that they found Saul 
0 and his ſons fallen in mount Gilboa. And when they. ---- 
had ſtripped him, they took his head, and his armour, _ 
and ſent into the land of the Philiſtines round about, to 
10 carry tidings unto their idols, and to the people. And 
. . put his armour in the houſe of their gods, and 


"Ig his head in the temple of Dagon. 


: And when all Jabeſh gilead heard "all that the Phi- 
2 j i i 4 liſtines 


OW the Philiſtines fought nv Ilrael; and 
the men of Iſrael fled from before the Phd. -: 
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12 liſtines had done to Saul, They aroſe, all the yalia: 


men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies : 
of his ſons, and brought them to Jabeſh, and buried MM _ 
their bones under the oak 1 in Jabeſh, and faſted ſeyen 5 
"__ 3 
13 So Saul died for his tranſgreſſion which he e commit. 
ted againſt the Logo, [even] againſt the word of the | 
_ Lord, which he kept not, and alſo for aſking [counſel] 
of lone that had] a familiar ſpirit, to enquire [of it; MI 
14 And enquired not of the Logo: therefore he flew him, 4 
and 8 the 1 unto David the ſon of Jelle, 
= © 
CHAP, KI. 5 
David, by general conſent, is mads king at Hebron; he «ii 
the caſtle of Zion from the Febuſites, by Joab's Dalour; 
4 catalogue of Davids had men, with their Principe 14 
alchievemenis. Ds 
17 HEN alt Incl gathered themſelves to David| 1 
unt Hebron, ſaying, Behold, we [are] thy 
2 bone and thy fleſh. And moreover in time paſt, even - 
When Saul was king, thou [waſt] he that leddeſt ou: 
and broughteſt in Ifrael: and the Loxp thy God fad 
_ unto thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and thou 7 
ſhalt be ruler over my people Iſrael. Therefore came, 
all the elders of Iſrael to the king to Hebron; and 18 
David made a covenant with them in Hebron befor 
the Lok p; and they anointed David king over Ifracl, MW 
according to the word of the Logp by Samuel. 
And David and all Iſrael went to Jeruſalem, which . 
; [is] Jebus; where the Jebuſites I were, ] the inhabitants , 
3 of the land. And the inhabitants of Jebus ſaid to 
David, Thou ſhalt not come hither. Nevertheleſs 
he ' David took the caſtle of Zion, which [is] the city of 
6 David. And David ſaid, Whoſoever ſmiteth the je- © 
buſites firſt ſhall be chief and captain. So Joab the] 
7 fon of Zeruiah went firſt up, and was chief. And ; 
David dyelt 1 in the caſtle; therefore oy called it the 21 


cit | 


1 


; city of David. And he built the city round about, 
even from Millo round about: and Joab repaired the 


9 reſt of the city. So David waxed greater and greater, 


10 for the LoRp of hoſts [was] with him. Theſe alſo 
[are] the chief of the mighty men whom David had, 


who ſtrengthened themſelves with him in his kingdom, 1 8 
| = with all Iſrael, to make him king, according to 5 


. word of the Lozp concerning Iſrael. 


And this [is] the number of the mighty men An 3 
"David had; Jaſhobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of 
the captains ; he lifted up his ſpear againſt three hun- 

12 dred flain [by him] at one time. And after him [was] 
Eleazar the Gn of Dodo, the Ahohite, who [was one] 

13 of the chree mighties. He was with David at Paſ- 
dammim, and there the Philiſtines were gathered to-: 
gether to battle, where was a parcel of ground full of 


barley; and the people fled from before the Philiſtines, 


14 And they ſet themſelves in the midſt of [that] parcel, 
and delivered it, and flew the Philiſtines; Ton the 

1; LoRD ſaved [them] by a great deliverance. Now 
three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to 
David, into the cave of Adullam; and the hoſt of the 

16 Philiſtines encamped in the valley of Rephaim. And 

| David [was] then in the hold, and the Philiſtines' gar- 

17 riſon [was] then at Beth-lehem. And David longed, 

and faid, Oh that one would give me drink of the _ 
water of the well of Beth-lehem, that [is] at the gate! 

15 And the three brake through the hoſt of the Philiſ. 
tines, and drew. water out of the well of Bethlehem, 
that [was] by the gate, and took [it] and 1 . 
to David: but David would not drink [of] it, but 

5 poured it out to the Loxp, And faid, My God forbid | 
it me, that J ſhould do this thing: ſhall I drink the 
blood of theſe men that have put their lives in jeo- 
pardy? for with [the jeopardy of ] their lives + SN 
brought i it. Therefore he would not drink it. Theſe 

20 things did theſe three mightieſt, And Abiſhai the 
brother of Joab, he was chief of the three: for lifting 
up his ſpear againſt three hundred, he flew [them, | 

W 21 and had a a name among the three. Of the three ns 
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22 Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, the ſon of a valiant man 


- 3 — 


23 lion in a pit in a ſnowy day. And he flew an Egyp. 


26 over his guard. Alſo the valiant men of the armies 


27 of Dodo of Bethlehem, Shamoth the Harorite, Helez 
228 the Pelonite, Ira the ſon of Ikkeſh the Tekoite, Abie- 
29 Ter the Antothite, Sibbecai the Hufhathite, [lai the 
30 Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the ſon of 
31 Baanah the Netophathite, Ithai the ſon of Ribai of 
| Gibeah, [that pertained] to the children of Benjamin, 
32 Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hurai of the brooks of Gaafh,| 
33 Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Baharumite, El. 
34 ahba the Shaalbonite, The ſons of Haſhem the Giso. 
33 nite, Jonathan the ſon of Shage the Hararite, Ahiam 


36 Ur, Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 
37 38 Hezro the Carmelite, Naari the fon of Ezbai, Jo! 


39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite, the ar: 


41 rite, Gareb the Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the 
42 ſon of Ahlai, Adina the ſon of Shiza the Reubenite, 


46 15 oha his h the 11 Elie] the Mahavite, aud 


382 I. CHRONICLES, XI. 
Vas more honourable than the two; for he Was their 
captain: howbeit he attained not to the [firſt] three, 


of Kabzeel, who had done many acts; he flew two 
lion- like men of Moab: alſo he went down and flew x 


tian, a man of [great!] ſtature, five cubits high; and 


in the Egyptian's hand [was!] a ſpear like a weaver'z 


beam; and he went down to him with a aff, and 


_ plucked the ſpear out of the Egyptian's hand, and flew 
5 24 him with his own ſpear. Theſe [things] did Benaiah 


the ſon of Jehoiada, and had the name among the three 


ON 25 mighties. Behold, he was honourable among the thirty, 


but attained not to the [firſt] three: and David ſet him 


[were] Afahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the fon 


the ſon of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the fon of 


the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the ſon of Hager, 


40 mourbearer of Joab the ſon of Zeruiah, Ira the Ith- 


43 captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with him, Hanan 
44 the ſon of Maachah, and Joſhap hat the Mithnite, Ur- 
zia the Aſhterathite, Shama 55 Jehiel the ſons © 

45 Hothan the Aroerite, Jediael the fon of Shimri, and 


Jeribay 


47 


47 mah the Moabite, Eliel, 


. * * g 1 wi * 1 . : 
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© erlbai, and Joſhaviah, the ſons of Elnaam, and Ith- 
and Obed, and Jaſiel the 
Meſobaite. e 


a — 


CHAP. XII. 


A 7 F ne companies that came to David at Ziklag ; > and ; 


the armes that came to him at Hebron. 


© W theſe [are] they that came to David to 
Ziklag, while he yet kept himſelf cloſe becauſe 


- "7 Saul the ſon of Kiſh: and they [were] among the 


2 mighty men, helpers of the war. [They were] armed 

with bows, and could uſe both the right hand and the 
left in ſhurling] ſtones and [ſhooting ] arrows out of a 

3 bow, [even] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin. The 


chief [was] Ahiezer, then Joaſh the ſons of Shemaah _ 
the Gibeathite ; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the ſons of Az _ 
4 maveth; and Beracah, and Jehu the Antothite, And 


Iſmaiah the Gibeonite, A: mighty man among the thir- 
ty, and over the thirty; and Jeremiah, and Jehaziel, 
5 and. Johanan, and Joſabad the Gederathite, Eluzai, 
and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, and She- 
6 phatiah the Haruphite, Elkanah, and Jefiah, and Aza- 
7 reel, and Joezer, and Taſhobeam, the Korahites, And 
Joelah, and Zebadiah, the ſons of Jeroham of Gedor, 
18 And of the Gadites there ſeparated themſelves unto 
David into the hold to the wilderneſs men of might, 


land! men of war [fit] for the battle, that could han- 


dle ſhield and buckler, whoſe faces [were like] the faces 
of lions, and [were] as ſwift as the roes upon the: 


9 mountains; Ezer the firſt, Obadiah the ſecond, Eliab - 


10 the third, Miſhmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 
11 12 Attai the ſixth, Eliel the ſeventh, Johanan the 
13 eighth, Elzabad the ninth, Jeremiah the tenth, Mach- 


14 bani the eleventh. Theſe [were] of the ſons of Ga 
over an 


Theſe 


_ Captains of the hoſt : one of the leaſt [was] 
15 hundred, and the greateſt over a thouſand. 
Aare; they that went over Jordan in the firſt month, 
Oo 4 When 
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| F when it had overflown all its banks; and they put to 
N 


flight all [them] of the vallies, [both] toward the eaſt, 
16 and toward the weſt, And there came of the children 


x e 17 of Benjamin and Judah to the hold unto David. And 
David went out to meet them, and anſwered and fail 
_— unto them, If ye be come peaceably unto me to hap 
mee, mine heart ſhall be knit unto you; but if [ye be 
| I ” 85 come] to betray me to mine enemies, ſeeing | ther: 18] 


no wrong in mine hands, the God of our fathers look 
18 [thereon,] and rebuke [it.] Then the ſpirit came 
upon Amaſai, [who was] chief of the captains, [and 
he ſaid, ] Thine [are we,] David, and on thy fide, thou 
ſon of Jeſſe: peace, peace [be] unto thee, and peace 
[be] to thine helpers ; for thy God helpeth thee. Then 
David received them, and made them captains of the 

5 19 band. And there fell [ſome] of Manaſſeh to David, 
—_— | when he came with the Philiſtines againſt Saul to bat. 
—y tle: but they helped them not: for the lords of the 
__ Philiftines upon adviſement ſent him away, ſaying, 


_— He will fall to his maſter Saul to [the jeopardy of | our 
5 . 20 heads. As he went to Ziklap, there fell to him of 
„ M/anaſſeh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, and Mi- 
| - 7 ohne); ad Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, captains 
| 21 of the thouſands that [were] of Manafſeh. And they 
* | 


helped David againſt the band [of the rovers :] for 
SO they [were] all mighty men of valour, and were cap- 
Do 5 32 tains in the hoſt. For at [that] time day by day 
| there came to David to help him, until Lu mes] a great 

g hoſt, like the hoſt of God. ; 
23 And theſe [are] the numbers of the bands ſha 
| were] ready armed to the war, [and] came to David to 
Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, accord. 
5 24 ing to the word of the Loꝶx D. The children of Juda 
tlhat bare ſhield and ſpear [were] fix thouſand and eight 
5 2 5 hundred, ready armed to the war. Of the children of 
ä Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, ſeven 
e 4 thouſand and one hundred. Of the children of Lev! 


the leader of the Aaronites, and with him [were three 
28 thouſand and ſeven hundred ; And Ladok, a young 
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27 four thouſand and fix hundred. And Jehoiada [was! 


mal | 
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man mighty of valour, and of his father's houſe twenty 
20 and two captains. And of the children of Benjamin, 

the kindred of Saul, three thouſand : for hitherto the 
_ greateſt part of them had kept the ward of the houſe. 
jo of Saul. And of the children of Ephraim twenty thou- 
ſand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, fa- 


zl mous throughout the houſe of their fathers. And of 
the half tribe of Manaſſeh eighteen thouſand, which 


were expreſſed by name, to come and make David 


c Wl 52 king. And of the children of Iſſachar, [which were = 


id men] that had underſtanding of the times, to know 

u what Ifrael ought to do; the heads of them [were] two 

ce hundred; and all their brethren [were] at their com- 

n 33 mandment. Of Zebulun, ſuch as went forth to battle, 
he expert in war, with all inſtruments of war, fifty thou. _ 
d, fand, which could keep rank : [they were] not of dou- 

t- 34 ble heart. And of Naphtali a thouſand captains, and 

he with them with ſhield and ſpear thirty and ſeven 


8, 35 thouſand. And of the Danites expert in war twenty 

ur 36 and eight thouſand and fix hundred. And of Aſher, | 
of ſuch as went forth to battle, expert in war, forty thou- 
li- 37 fand. And on the other fide of Jordan, of the Reu- 


ins benites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of 

my . Manaſſeh, with all manner of inſtruments of war 1 
for Y the battle, an hundred and twenty thouſand. All 

ap- theſe men of war, that could keep rank, came with a 

Jay perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all 

eat Iſrael: and all the reſt alſo of Iſrael [were] of one 

1 39 heart to make David king. And there they were with __ 
bat David three days, eating and drinking : for their bre- 

ito {ll 40 thren had prepared for them. Moreover they that 

d- | vere nigh them, [even] unto Iſſachar and Zebulun 
Ja BY and Naphtali, brought bread on aſſes, and on camels, 

ot BI and on mules, and on oxen, [and] meat, meal, cakes  _ 
of ll of figs, and bunches of raiſins, and wine, and oil, Anek 


ven oxen, and N abundantly : for 2 was] Mr in 9 
eri Iſtael. 3 


[ 585 I. CHRONICLES, XIII. 

5 „ 11 A P. XIII. 

* 5 | David, with great  folemnity, fetches the ork from Kir Val. 

= Jearim , Uzza being ſmitten for pulling his hand to i, the 

8 ark; rs left at the houſe of Obed-edom. 

1 1 A ND David conſulted with the captains of thou. 

= II fands and hundreds, [and] with every leader, 

8 | 2 And David ſaid unto all the congregation of Iſrael, If 

„ lit ſeem] good unto you, and [that it be] of the Logy 

4 our God, let us fend abroad unto our brethren every 

A where, [that are] left in all the land of Iſrael, and with / 
2 them [alſo] to the prieſts and Levites {which are] in 


8 their cities [and] ſuburbs, that they may gather them⸗ 
3 ſelves unto us: And let us bring again the ark of our 
God to us: for we enquired not at it in the days of 
41 Saul. And all che congregation ſaid that they would 
= do ſo: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the 
. 5a people. So David gathered all Iſrael together, from 
Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to 
b bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim. And David 
went up, and all Iſrael, to Baalah, [that is,] to Kir. 
jath- jearim, which [belonged] to Judah, to bring up 
thence the ark of God the Lokb, that dwelleth lbe⸗ 
| tween] the cherubims, whoſe name is called [on it.] | 
And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out o 
the houſe of Abinadab : and Uzza and Ahio drave th 
s cart. And David and all Iſrael played before God a 
all [their] might, and with ſinging, and with harps, 
and with pſalteries, and with timbrels, and with cya: 
j TR bals, and with trumpets. „ 
= 9 And when they came unto. the n floor of 
VV Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark ; for 
10 the oxen ſtumbled. And the anger of the Logp was 
Ekindled againſt Uzza, and he ſmote him, becauſe he 
put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God. 
11 And David was diſpleaſed, becauſe the LORD had 
made a breach upon Uzza: Wherefore that place is calle 
12 ed Perez-uzza to this day. And David was afraid of 
3 God that t days ſaying, How ſhall I bring the ot 2 
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12 God [home] to me ? So David brought not the ark 
(home] to himſelf to the city of David. kut carried iet 
14 ifide into the houſe of Obed-edom the Gitrize, And 
the ark of God remained with the family of Obed- 1 


edom in his houſe three months. And the Lozy bleſs || 
_ ed the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that he had, „ ip 


CHAP. XIV. on 


A account of Hiram? s kindneſs to David; of David's 2 8 
— WIVES, and children; and of his two vickories. | 


OW Hiram king of Tyre ſent meſſengers w- = 
David, and timber of cedar, with maſons and 1 
Ons to build him an houſe. 
And David perceived that the Loan had confirmed : | 
"ti king over Iſrael, for his kingdom was lif ted upon | 
"Sls becauſe of his people Iſrael. 55 
3 And David took more wives at Jeruſalem: and Da- ES 
bt vid begat more ſons and daughters. Now theſe fare] 
the names of [his] children which he had in Jeruſalem; _ 
5 Shammua, and Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, And 
6 Ibhar, and Eliſhua, and Elpalet, And Nogah, and 
7 Nepheg, and Japhia, And ee and . e 
and Eliphalett. 2 
8 And when the Phililines heard that David was 
| anointed king over all Iſrael, all the Philiſtines went 
up to ſeek David. And David heard ſof it,] and went 
9 cut againſt them. And the Philiſtines came and ſpread 
10 themſelves i in the valley of Rephaim. And David en- 
quired of God, ſaying, Shall I go up againſt the Phi- 
liſtines, and wilt thou deliver them into mine hand ?----: 
And the Logp faid unto him, Go up; for I will de- 
11 liver them into thine hand. So they came up to Baal. 
perazim; and David ſmote them there. Then David 
ſaid, God hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine 
"hand like the breaking forth of waters : therefore they 
12 called the name of that place Baal-perazim, And when 
they had left their gods there, David Save a command. 
ment 
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1 


: 15 
ol going in the tops of the mulberry trees, [that] then 


16 


17 And the fame of David went out into all lands; And 


i. CHRONICLES, XV. 
ment, and they were burned with fire, And the Pi. 
littines yet again ſpread themſelves abroad in the valley, 
Therefore David enquired again of God; and God 
| faid unto him, Go not up after them; turn away from 
them, and come upon them overagainſt the mulberry 
trees, And it ſhall be, when thou thalt hear a found 


thou ſhalt go out to battle : for God is gone forth he. 
fore thee to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. David 
therefore did as God commanded him: and they {mote 
the hoſt of the Philiſtines from Gibeon even to Gazer, 


the Lozp brought the fear of him bn! all nations, 


Derid having prepared a place for the ark, arders it 1% he 
brought from the houſe of Obed edom; which is performed 


with great demonſtrations 727 Jo: ; he 15 2 5 Michal fe 
dancing before is. 


of the Lord ate his place, which he had prepared for 
it. And David aſſembled the children of Aaron, and 
the Levites: Of the ſons of Kohath;, Uriel the chief, 


and Niebel for it a tent. Then David ſaid, Nene 
cougght to carry the ark of God but the Levites : for 
them hath the Lokb choſen to carry the ark of God, 
and to miniſter unto him for ever, And David gather- | 


CHAP. xv. 


4 ND David] made kim houſes in the city of Da. 
k vid, and prepared a place for the ark of God, 


ed all Iſrael together to Jeruſalem, to bring up the ark 


and his brethren an hundred and twenty: Of the ſons 


of Mer ari; Aſaiah the chief, and his brethren two hun- 


dred and twenty: Of the ſons of Gerſhom ; Joel the 


chief, and his brethren an hundred and thirty : Of the 


ſons of Elizaphan ; Shemaiah the chief, and his bre- 


thren two hundred: Of the ſons of Hebron; Eliel the 


chief, and his brethren fourſcore; Of the ſons of Uz- 


RS ziel; Amminadab the chief, and his brethren an Es 
_—_— dre. 


12 


if 


| 1, 


i 


E CHRONICLES.'XV. -- 6 


i dred and twelve. And David called for Zadok and 
Abiathar the prieſts, and for the Levites, for Uriel, 


Aſaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Ammina⸗ 


12 dab, And ſaid unto them, Ye [are] the chief of the _ 
| fathers of the Levites: ſanRify yourſelves, [both] ye 
and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of 
the Lord God of Iſrael unto [the place that] I have 
13 prepared for it. For becauſe ye [did it] not at the firſt, 
the Lorpd our God made a breach upon us, for that 
14 we ſought him not after the due order. So the priefts 
and the Levites ſanctified themſelves to bring up the 
1 ark of the Loꝶx D God of Iſrael. And the children of 
the Levites bare the ark of God upon their ſhoulders 
With the ſtaves thereon, as Moſes commanded, accord- 
16 ing to the word of the Lozp, And David ſpake to the 
chief of the Levites to appoint their beehren {to be! 
the fingers with inſtruments of mufick, pfalteries, and 


harps, and cymbals, founding, by lifting up the voice 


7 with joy. So the Levites appointed Heman the fon of 
Joel; and of his brethren, Aſaph the fon of Berechiah; 
and of the ſons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the | 
1 ſon of Guſhaiah; And with them their brethren of the 
ſecond [degree,] Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and 


Shbemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and 
| Benajah, and Maaſeiah, and Mattithiah, and Eliphe- 
leh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, the 
19 porters. So the fingers, Heman, Aſaph, and Ethan, 


and Unni, and Eliab, and Maaſeiah, and Benaiah, 


- 5 Azaziah, with harps on the Sheminith to excel. 


20 0 [vere appointed] to found with cymbals of braſs; And 
Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, 


21 with pfalteries on Alamoth ; And Mattithiah, and Eli. 
pheleh, and Mikneiah, and. Obed-edom, and Jeiel, 


And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, [was] for 
„ he inſtructed about the ſong, becauſe he [was] _ 
23 ſkilful. And Berechiah and Elkanah [were] door- 
24 keepers foe the ark. And Shebaniah, and Jehoſhaphat, 

and Nethaneel, and Amaſai, and Zechariah, and Be- 

naniah, and Eliezer, the prieſts, did blow with the 
h  rumpots.. before the ark of God: and Obed. edom and 
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25 
26 


27 


Jehiah [were] doorkeepers for the ark. So David, and 
the elders of Iſrael, and the captains over thouſands 


went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Logy 


out of the houſe of Obed-edom with joy. And it came 
to paſs, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark 


of the covenant of the Logp, that they offered ſeven | 
bullocks and ſeven rams. And David [was] clothed 
with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare 


the ark, and the fingers, and Chenaniah the maſter of 


4 


the ſong with the fingers : David alſo [had] upon hin 
an ephod of linen, Thus all Iſrael brought up the ark 


of the covenant of the Logp with ſhouting, and with 
| ſound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cym- 


3 bals, making a noiſe with pſalteries and harps. 


29. 


And it came to pals, [as] the ark of the covenant of 
the Lon p came to the city of David, that Michal the 


daughter of Saul looking out of a window ſaw king 


David en and Prey? " ſhe . him in 
| her heart. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


David's s fe 1104“ facrifice, and liberality ta the people; ; he FY 


pointelſi a band of ſingers and jc ck to Maſe the Lord; and 
| the 5 of Hhankſgrving. . 


JO they brought the ark of God, and fie it in the 
midſt of the tent that David had pitched for it: 


and they offered burnt ſacrifices and peace offerings 


2 before God. And when David had made an end ct 


offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he 


3 blefled the people in the name of the Lon D. And he 


dealt to every one of iſrael, both man and woman, to 
every one a loaf of bread, and a 9000 55 of feln, and 


a flagon [ot wine | 
And he appointed [certain] of, the Levites to minif- 


ter before the ark of the Logp, and to record, and to 


a thank: aud praiſe the LOD God of Iſrael: Aſaph the 


chief, and 1 next to o him Zechariah, Jciel, and ok 
| mot 
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' moth, and Jchiel, and Mattithiah, and Eli ab, and 
Benaiah, and Obed edom : and Teiel with pſalteries 


and with harps; but Aſaph made a ſound with cymbals; 
6 Benaiah alſo and Jahaziel the prieſts with trumpets con- 


tinually before the ark of the covenant of God. 


Then on that day David delivered firit [this pſalm} 


to thank the Logo, into the hand of Aſuph and his bre- 
$ thren. Give thanks unto the Logo, call upon his 


9 name, make known his deeds among the people. Sing 
unto him, ſing pſalms unto him, talk ye of all his won 


Jo drous works. "Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart 
11 of them rejoice that ſeek the LOAD. Scek the Lorn 
12 and his ſtrength, ſeek his face continually. Remember 

his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, 
13 and the judgments of his mouth: O ye ſeed of Ifra-l 


14 his ſervant, ye children of Jacob his choſen ones. He 


[is] the Log our God; his judgments fare] in all the 


15 earth, Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the 


word [which] he commanded to a thouſand generations; 
16 [Even of the covenant] which he made with Abraham, 
17 and of his oath unto Iſaac; And hath confirmed the 


ſame to Jacob for a law, [and] to Iſrael [for] an ever- 


18 laſting covenant, Saying, Unto thee will | give the land | 


19 of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; When ye were 


20 but a few, even a few, and ſtrangers ! in it. And [when] 


they went from nation to nation, and from [one] king- 


21 dom to another pe eople; He ſuffered no man to do 5 
them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their ſakes, 
22 [Saying,] Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro-. 
23 phets no harm. Sing unto the Log, all the earth; 
14 ſhow forth from day to Gay his ſalvation. Declare his 


glory among the heathen; His narveilous works among 


25 all nations. For great [is] t! e Lon, and greatly to 


be praiſed : he allo [is] to be. ſeared above all gods. 


6 For all the gods of the people [are] idols: but the LORD 


27 made the heavens, Glory and honour fare] in his 
28 preſence, ſtrength and gladnels [a re] in his place, Give 
unto the Loxb, ye kindreds of the people, give unto 


29 the L. ORD glory and ſtrength. Give unto the Loan | 
ihe glory [due] unto his name: W an offering, and 
come 
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592 I. CHRONICLES. XVI. 
come before him: worſhip the Logo in the beauty of 
30 holineſs. Fear before him all the earth: the world 
31 alſo ſhall be ſtable, that it be not moved. Let the 
hceavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice : and let 
„ [men] ſay among the nations, The Loxd reigneth. 
74 32 Let the ſea roar, and the fulneſs thereof: let the field; 
i 33 rejoice, and all that [is] therein, Then ſhall the trees 
it pOf the wood fing out at the preſence of the Loxp, be- 
| 34 cauſe he cometh to judge the earth. O give thanks 
Anto the Lorn; for [he is] good; for his mercy [en. 
35 dureth] for ever. And ſay ye, Save us, O God of 
our falvation, and gather us together, and deliver us 
from the heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy 
36 name, [and] glory in thy praiſe. Bleſſed [be] the 
Lon God of Iſrael for ever and ever. And all the 
1 People ſaid, Amen, and praiſed the Loxb. 
3 So he left there before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lon, Afaph and his brethren, to miniſter before WI. * 
the ark continually, as every day's work required: 
38 And Obed-edom, with their brethren, threeſcore and 
eight: Obed-edom alſo the ſon of Jeduthun, and Ho- 
39 ſah, [to be] porters: And Zadok the prieſt and his 
Oe: brethren the prieſts, before the tabernacle of the Loo, 
40 in the high place that was at Gibeon, To offer burnt 
offerings unto the Lokb, upon the altar of the burnt | 
offering continually morning and evening, and [to do] 
according to all that is written in the law of the Lob, 
41 which he commanded Iſrael : And with them Heman 
and Jeduthun, and the reſt that were choſen, who ill * 
were expreſſed by name, to pive thanks to the LOD, 
' 4434 becauſe his mercy ſendureth] for ever: And with them 
d Feman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals, 
3 A for thoſe that ſhould make a ſound, and with muſical Wl i 
=: inſtruments of God: and the ſons of Jeduthun [were] 
As porters. And all the people departed, every man to 
i „„ houſe: and David returned to bleſs his houſe. 5 
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2 H AP. XVII. 


David is here forbidden 70 build God an Jonſe; 315 promiſed 


bleſſings in his ſeed , his prayer and thankſgiving. 


"OW it came to paſs, as David fat in his houſe, 
that David faid to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I 


_ dwell in an houſe of cedars, but the ark of the cove. 


2 nant of the Logp [remaineth] under curtains. Then 


Nathan faid unto David, Do all that [is] in thine 


heart; for God [is] with thee, 
L And it came to paſs the ſame night, that the word of 
4 God came to Nathan, ſaying, Go and tell David my 


ſervant, Thus faith the Loxp, Thou ſhalt not build 
5 me an houſe to dwell in: For I have not dwelt in an 
houſe ſince the day that I brought up Iſrael unto this 


day; but have gone from tent to tent, and from [one] 


b tabernacle [to another.] Whereſoever I have walked _ 


with all Iſrael, ſpake I a word to any of the judges of 
Iſrael, whom I commanded to feed my people, ſaying, 
7 Why have ye not built me an houſe of cedars? Now 


therefore thus ſhalt thou ſay unto my ſervant David, 
Thus faith the Lorp of hoſts, I took thee from the 
ſheep cote, [even] from following the ſheep, that thou 
| 8 ſhouldſt be ruler over my people Iſrael: And I have 
been with thee whitherſoever thou haſt walked, and 
| have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and 
have made thee a name like the name of the great men 


9 that [are] in the earth. Alſo I will ordain a place for 


my people Iſrael, and will plant them, and they ſhall _ 
dwell in their place, and ſhall be moved no more; net- 
ther ſhall the children of wickedneſs waſte them any 

10 more, as at the beginning, And fince the time that 
1 commanded judges [to be] over my people liracl.”- :: 


- Moreover I will ſubdue all thine enemies. F urther- 


more I tell thee that the LoxbD will build thee an houſe, 
And it ſhall come to paſs, when thy days be ex- 
at that thou muſt go [to be] with thy fathers, that 
I will raiſe up thy ſeed after thee, which ſhall be of 


12 thy ſons; and I will eſtabliſh his Kingdom. He ſhall 


WEE bid 


. 
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it build me an houſe, and I will ſtabliſn his throne {; 
; 13 ever, I will be his father, and he ſhall be my ſon; and 


| will not take my mercy away from him, as I took 
14 ſit] from [him] that was before thee. But J will ſet. 


7 tlle him in mine houſe and in my kingdom for ever; 
113 and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for evermore. Ae. | 
= cCording to all theſe words, and according to all this 
1 viſſon, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David 
0 16 And David the king came and fat before the Log, 
Eo ”= and ſaid, Who [am] I, O Lorp God, and what [1s] 
1 1) mine houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ? And 
1 b let] this was a ſmall thing in thine eyes, O God; 
. for thou haſt ſalſo] ſpoken of thy ſervant's houſe for 
* ga great while to come, and haſt regarded me according 


5 to the eſtate of a man of high degree, O Lok p God. 
18 What can David [ſpeak] more to thee for the honour 
19 of thy ſervant? for thou knoweft thy ſervant. O Lozv, Wl 4 
for thy ſervant's ſake, and according to thine own heart, 
hat thou done all this greatneſs, in making known all 

20 [theſe] great things. O Loxv, [there is] none like 
thee, neither [1s there any] God beſides thee, accord- 
21 ing to all that we have heard with our ears, And what 
dne nation in the earth [is] like thy people Iſrael, whom 
God went to redeem to be] his own people, to make 

thee a name of greatneſs and terribleneſs, by driving 

out nations from before thy people; whom thou halt 

22 redeemed out of Egypt? For thy people Iſrael didſt 
thou make thine own people for ever; and thou, Lov, 

23 becameſt their God. Therefore now, Lox, let the 
thing that thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy ſervant and 
concerning his houſe be eſtabliſhed for ever, and co 
24 as thou haſt ſaid. Let it even be eſtabliſhed, that thy 
name may be magnified for ever, ſaying, The Lok 

of hoſts |1s] the God of Iſrael, [even] a God to Iſracl: 
and [let] the houſe of David thy ſervant [be] eftabliſh- 
25 ed before thee, For thou, O my God, haſt told thy 
ſervant that thou wilt build him an houſe : therefore 

thy ſervant hath found [in his heart] to pray before 

26 thee. And now, Loxp, thou art God, and haſt pro- 
27 miſed this goodneſs unto thy ſervant : Now — 


TY 


I, CHRONICLES. KYHE- 595 


1 pleaſe thee to bleſs the houſe of thy ſervant, that 
1 it may be before thee for ever: for thou bleſſeſt, O 
0 | Lony, and lit ſhall ve] bleſſed for ever, 
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> CHAP n. 


ded fublues the Pßiliſtines and the Moabites ; ; and ſmite 
 Hadarezer and the Syrians. 


the Philiſtines, and ſubdued them, and took 
Gath Sad her towns out of the hand of the Philiſtines. 
2 And he ſmote Moab ; and the Moabites became Da- 
3 vid's ſervants, [and] brought gifts. And David ſmote 
Hladarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to 


David took from him a thouſand chariots, and {even 
thouſand horſemen, and twenty thouſand footmen : Da- 


ke vid alſo houghed all the chariot [horſes,] but reſerved 
d- 5 of them an hundred chariots. And when the Syrians 
lat of Damaſcus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, . 
om David ſlew of the Syrians two and twenty thoufand | 
ike e men. Then David put [garriſons] in Syria-damaſeus ; 
ng and the Syrians became David's ſervants, and] brought 
aſt gifts. Thus the Logp preſerved David whitherſoever 
dſt 7 he went. And David took the ſhields of gold that were 
Dy on the ſervants of Hadarezer, and brought them to 
the ; Jeruſalem, Likewiſe from Tibhath, and from Chun, 
nd eities of Hadarezer, brought David very much braſs, 

do wherewith Solomon made the brazen ſea, and the pil- 
thy lars, and the veſſels of braſs. 75 
1 9 Now when Tou king of Hamath heard how David 

e 


had ſmitten all the hoſt of Hadarezer king of Zobah 


o He ſent Hadoram his fon to king David, to enquire „ 
thy his welfare, and to congratulate him, becauſe he had 
ore fought againſt Hadarezer, and ſmitten him; (for 
ore Hadarezer had war with Tou ;) and [with him] all 
ro- manner of veſſels of gold and filver and braſs. Them 
ore allo king David dedicated unto the Lokb, with the 


ict Ep 5 filver 


TOW after this it came to paſs, that David note 5 


4 ſtabliſn his dominion by the river Euphrates. "And --* 
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. meſſengers ſent to comfort "Hat are Arat 


ſilver and the gold that he brought from all [theſe] 
nations; from Edom, and from Moab, and from the 
children of Ammon, and from the Can and 
from Amalek. 


12 Moreover Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah flew of the 


13 Edomites in the valley of ſalt eighteen thouſand, And 


he put garriſons in Edom; and all the Edomites 


became David's ſervants. Thus the Lonp preſerved 
David whitherſoever he went. 


14 So David reigned over all Ifrael, and executed julg 


25 ment and juſtice among all his people. And Joab the 
fon of Zeruiah [was] over the hoſt; and Jehoſhaphat 

16 the ſon of Ahilud, recorder. And Zadok the ſon of 
Ahitub, and Abimelech the ſon of Abiathar, [were] | 

7 the priefts : ; and Shavſha was ſcribe. And Benaiah 
the ſon of Jehoiada [was] over the Cherethites and the 


Pelethites; and the ſons of David [vere] chief about 
the . 


CHAP. XIX. 


treated; the Ammonites are overcome by Joab and Abiſhai, 


1 0 W it came to paſs after this, that Nahaſh thel 
„ king of the children of Ammon died, and his 
2 lon i, in his ſtead, And David faid, I will fon 
kindneſs unto Hanun the ſon of Nahaſh, becauſe his 
father ſhowed kindneſs to me. And David ſent mel. 
ſengers to comfort him concerning his father. £0 the 
ſervants of David came into the land of the children of 
” 3 Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him. But the princes 
of the children of Ammon ſaid to Hanun, Thinkeli 
thou that David doth honour thy father, that he hatt 
ſent comforters unto thee? are not his ſervants come 
_ unto thee for to ſearch, and to overthrow, and to ip) 
4 out the land? "Wherefore Hanun took David's fer 
vants, and ſhaved them, and cut off their garments it 
the midſt hard by their buttocks, and ſent them a8 


5 Lhd 


men were ſerved, And he ſent to meet them: for the 
men were greatly aſhamed. And the king ſaid, Tarry 


return. 


6 And when the children of Ammon ſaw that they had 
made themſelves odious to David, Hanun and the 
children of Ammon ſent a thouſand talents of filver to 


7 and out of Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. So they 
_ hired thirty and two thouſand chariots, and the king of 

Maachah and his people; who came and pitched before | 
Medcba. And the children of Ammon gathered them- 


ſeves together from their cities, and came to battle, 
mon came out, and put the battle in array before the 


10 by themſelves in the field. Now when Joab ſaw that 


he delivered unto the hand of Abiſhai his brother, and 
Mis ſet [themſelves] in array againſt the children of 
In Ammon. And he faid, If the "Syrians be too ſtrong 


to Jeruſalem, 


ARnes. MK. 599 
5 Then there went certain, cd old David kow che 


at Jericho until your beards be grown, and [then] 


hire them chariots and horſemen out of Meſopotamia, 


8 And when David heard [of it,] he ſent Joab, and all 
9 the hoſt of the mighty men. And the children of Am- 


gate of the city: and the kings that were come [were] 


| the battle was ſet againſt him before and behind, he - 
_ choſe out of all the choice of Ifrael, and put [them] in 
11 array againſt the Syrians. And the reft of the people 


for me, then thou ſhalt help me: but if the children of 
Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, then I will help thee, 

I ; Be of good courage, and let us behave ourſelves valiant= 

ly for our people and for the cities of our God: and 

10 let the Loxp do that which is] good in his fight. So 

| Joab and the people that [were] with him drew nigh be- 

fore the Syrians unto the battle; and they fled defore LE 

5 him. And when the children of Ammon ſaw that tge 

Syrians were fled, they likewiſe fled before Abiſhai his 

brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab came 


6 And when the Syrians een that they w were put to the EO 
worſe before Iſrael, they ſent meſſengers, and drew 
forth the Syrians that [were] beyond the river: and 
Shophach the captain of the hoſt of Hadarezer [went]! 
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I. CHRONICLES. xx. 
before them. And it was told David; and he gathered 


all Iſrael, and paſſed over Jordan, and came upon 
them, and ſet [the battle] in array againſt them, 


80 


when David had put the battle in array againſt the 


18 


Syrians they fought with him. But the Syrians fe 


before Iſrael; and David flew of the Syrians ſeven 
thouſand men which fought in] chariots, and forty 


thouſand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain i 
15 


the hoſt, And when the ſervants of Hadarezer ſaw 


that they were put to the worſe before Iſrael, they made 


peace with David, and became his nt neither 


would the Syrians help the children « of Ammon a; 


mor EC - 


CHAP. XX. 


Ralbon is 2 ord ty Joab, ſpoiled by David, and the people 
tortured ;, three giants ſlain by David's 7 Jrvents, in thre 
evera battles with the Phulftines, 


N D it came to paſs, that after the year was en. 
pired, at the time that kings go out [to battle, 


N Joab led forth the power of the army, and waſted the 


country of the children of Ammon, and came and be- 
ſieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jeruſalem. And 
Joab {mote Rabbah, and deſtroyed it. And David took 


the crown of their king from off his head, and found 
it to weigh a talent of gold, and [there were] precious 


ſtones in it; and it was ſet upon David's head: and he 


brought alſo exceeding much ſpoil out of the city. And 


he brovght out the people that [were] in it, and br 
[them] with faws, and with harrows of 1 iron, and with 
 _ axes, Even ſo dealt David with all the cities of the 


3 


children of Ammon. And David and all the pa 


returned to Jeruſalem, 


And it came to pais after hls. cha there aol gia 
at Gezer with the Philiſtines: at which time Sibbechal 
the Huſhbathite flew Sippai, [that was] of the children 


5 of the —— : and they 1 were b ſubgued,, And there was 
Wai 
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Far again with the Philiſtines; and Elhanan the fon of 
Fair flew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 


6 whoſe ſpear ſtaff [was] like a weaver's beam. And yet 
again there was war at Gath, where was a man of 
[great] ſtature, whoſe fingers and toes [were] four 
and twenty, fix [on each hand, ] and fix [on each foot :] 

giant. But when he de- 


and he alſo was the fon of the 
fied Iſrael, Jonathan the ſon of Shimea David's brother 
$ flew him. Theſe were born unto the giant in Gath; 


of his ſervants. 


"CT IO . 1 8 oy 


CHAP, xxI. 


propoſed to puniſh him by, he chooſeth the peſtilence. 


David to number Iſrael. 


5 And Joab gave the ſum of the number of the 


abominable to Joab. 


7 And God was c te With this: thing: E * | 
fore he ſmote Urael. And David laid unto God, 15 


N 


and they fell by the hand of David, and by the band 


David farceth Joab to number the people ; he repents, ond. 8 
knowledges his fault; and out of three plagues, which God 


\ ND Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked 

. And David ſaid to 
]joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number If. 
rael from Beer-ſheba even to Dan: and bring the num- 

} ber of them to me, that I may know [it.] And Joab 

| anſwered, The Loxp make this people an hundred 

times ſo many more as they [be:] but, my lord the 

| king, [are] they not all my lord's ſervants ? why then 

_ doth my lord require this thing? why will he be a cauſe 

n of treſpaſs to Iſrael ? Nevertheleſs the king's word pre- 

vailed againſt Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and 

went throughout all Iſrael, and came to Jeruſalem. 

people 
unto David. And all [they of] Iſrael were a thouſand | 

_ thouſand and an hundred thouſand men that drew ſword: 

and Judah [was] four hundred threeſcore and ten thou- 

6 ſand men that drew ſword. But Levi and Benjamin 

counted he not among them: for the king 8 word was 


have 
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have ſinned greatly, becauſe 1 have done this thing: 
but now, I beſeech thee, do away the 1 iniquiq 
ſervant; for I have done very fooliſhly. 
9 And the Loxp ſpake unto Gad, David's ſeer, f ay. 
10 ing, Go and tell David, ſaying, Thus faith the 1, "ko, | 
l offer thee three [things :] chooſe thee one of them. 
11 that I may do ſit] unto thee. So Gad came to Þ, wid, 
and faid unto him, Thus faith the Lox D, Chook thee 


12 Either three years famine ; or three montlis to be ge. 


1 | 


ſtroyed before thy foes, while that the ſword of thing 

if | „„ Omen overtaketh [ thee ;] or elſe three days the {yard 

v2 of the Lokp, even the peſtilence, in the land, and the 

F aAaäaanggel of the Lonp deſtroying throughout : 111 the co ifts 

* f of Iſrael. Now therefore adviſe a os What word [1 
* 1 3 ſhall bring again to him that ſent me. And Dail 
5 ſaid unto Gad, J am in a great ſtrait: let me fall ny 

ig into the hand of the Lord; for very great {ar 7 His 

þ 4 mercies : : but let me not fall into the hand of ma 

4 14 So the Loxp ſent peſtilence upon Iſrael : and lere 


15 fell of Iſrael ſeventy thouſand men. And God ſent an 
: angel unto Jeruſalem to deſtroy it: and as he was de. 
ſtroying, the Lorp beheld, and he repented him of 
the evil, and ſaid to the angel that deſtroyed, It 5 
enough, ſtay now thine hand. And the angel « of the 


P Sow 3 gy 
2 - * r 8 
E 


i Jon fRood- by the threſhing floor of Ornan the 
3 F 

=: 86--: - And; David lifted up his eyes, and "FR the noel] oi 
_ ru. 8 the Logp ſtand between the earth and the heaven 
Halaaving a drawn ſword in his hand ſtretched out ove 
I, Jetulalem, Then David and the elders [of Iſrael, who 


| 17 were] clothed in ſackcloth, fell upon their faces. And 


A = — * 
— 


. David ſaid unto God, [Is it] not I [that] commanicl 
WH the people to be e | ? even I it is that have fn 
A ö ned and done evil indeed; but [as for] theſe ſneep 
'F! what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, 
I 1 Lonkp my God, be on me, and on my father's houte; 
on but not on thy people, that they ſhould be pl-g ed; 


— = * 
— 


18 Then the angel of the Lon p commanded Gad to fi 


0 7 to David, that David ſhould go up, and fet up # 
1 altar unto the Lonp! in the — floor of Ornan th 
= Fel bus le 
1 4 
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10 Jebuſite. And David went up at the ſaying of Gad, 
which he ſpake in the name of the Log p. And Ornan 


turned back, and ſaw the angel; and his four ſons 
with him hid themſelves. Now Ornan was threſhin 


21 wheat. And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked 
and ſaw David, and went out of the threſhing floor, 


and bowed himſelf to David with [his] face o the 


22 ground. Then David ſaid to Ornan, Grant me the 
place of [this] threſhing floor, that I may build an 


altar therein unto the Log: thou ſhalt. grant it me for 
the full price: that the plague may be ſtayed from the 


23 people. And Ornan ſaid unto David, Take ſit] to 


_ thee, and let my lord the king do | that which is] good 
in his eyes: lo, I give ſthee] the oxen [alſo] tor burnt 


offerings, and the threſhing inſtruments for wood, and 
24 the wheat for the meat offering; I give it all, And 
king David ſaid to Ornan, 1 Nay ; but I will verily buy 
it for the full price: for I will not take [that] which 
[is] thine for the Loxy, nor offer burnt offerings with- 


2 out coſt, So David gave to Ornan for the place fix 


26 hundred ſhekels of gold by weight. And David built 
there an altar unto the Lory, and offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings, and called upon the Logp ; 


and he anſwered him from heaven by fire upon the altar 


27 of burnt offering. And the Loxp commanded the 
angel; and he put up his ſword again into the ſheath 
28 thereof, At that time when David ſaw that the LORB 
had anſwered him in the threſhing floor of Ornan the 
29 Jebufite, then he ſacrificed there, For the tabernacle 
ots the Lorp, which Moſes made in the wilderneſs, and 
. the altar of the burnt offering, [were] at that ſeaſon in 
30 the high place at Gibeon. But David could not go 
before it to enquire of God: for he was afraid becauſe 


of the word of che angel of the Lon. 5 
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CHAP. XXI. 


The Nu, hor numverins the people being ſtayed, and the altar 
built, (fee 2 Sam. th. xxiv.) David prepares for bull ling tlie 
1 and gives a charge to Solomon about it, 


* EN David ſaid, This [is] the houſe of the 
 Lory God, and this [is] the altar of the burnt 
2 offering for Iſrael.“ And David commanded to gather 
, together the ſtrangers that [were] i in the land of rae; 
the pi ofelytes from other nations, eſpecially Sidonians aud 
Tyrians, who Were beller artiſts, the Iſraelites being pris. 
cipally 2 ; and he ſet maſons to hew wrought 
ſtones to build the houſe of God. Tho" he was 0. pe. 
mitied to build it himelf, he might provide materials for it, 
3 And David pepared iron in abundance for the nails | 
for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings, 7 
4 hinges; and brais in abundance without weight; Alt 
ce dar trees in abundance : for the Zidonians and the 
5 of Tyre brought much cedar wood to David. And Da. 
vid faid, Solomon my fon is] young and tender, and 
the houſe [that is] ro be builded for the LORD ſmuſt 
| be] exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throuch. 
out all countries: I will therefore] now make prepa- 
ration for it. So David prepared abundantly before 
his death. 1 
6 Then he called for Scloinan kia ſon, and charge 
him to build an houſe for the Lok D God of Iſrael; 
did not leave it to his choice, but charged him to 45 i 
7 And David laid to ee My Ton, 3 as for me, it 
5 was 
:-5 God bid declared. by Moſes, Dow: Ai. 5. No a 1558 ſhould 
be built; and he had told David that his ſon ſhould build it. 
This. David thought was the proper place for it, becauſe of the 
extraordinary token of the divine preſence and acceptance which 


be found here, cap. xxi. 26. Or there may be an alluſion to 
the words of ſacob, this is acne. ether than the houſe 4 God, aud 
this is the gate of heavens _ 

d David here gives two 8 "I "his" Solomon Was young, 
and could not make ſuch preparations for the houſe as he could; 
and the building was to be very mzgnificent, for the glory of 
Iſrae! and its fame among neighbouring nations; and thai the 
gr andeur of the houſe might attract and influence che worſhip pers. 
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was in my mind to build an houſe unto the name of the 
3 Lok my God: But the word of the Lokp came to 
me ſaying, Thou haſt ſhed blood abundantly, and haſt 


made great wars: thou ſhalt not build an houſe unto 


my name, becauſe thou haſt ſhed much blood upon 


0 9 the earth in my ſight.* Behold, a fon ſhall be born to 


thee, who ſhall be a man of reſt; ; and I will give him 
reſt from ail his enemies round about: for his name 


ſhall be Solomon, that is, peaceable, and I will give 


peace and quietneſs unto Iſrael in his days; 10 civil 


 broils, nor foreign invaſions by enemies; this will be a Pro- 8 


10 per ſeaſon for the work. He hall build an houſ? for my 
name; and he ſhall be my ſon, and I [will be] his fa- 
ther; and I will eſtabliſh the throne of his kingdom 
over iſrael for ever. Having thus related what God 


ad ſaid to him, he turns his ſpeech directly to Solomon ; 
11 Now my ſon, the Logo be with thee; and proſper thou, 
and build the houſe of the Lox D thy God, as he hath 


ſaid of thee; encouraging him in the work, not doubting 
but God would ſucceed him, becauſe he had commanded it. 


12 Only the Loxp give thee wiſdom and under ſtanding, 
and give thee charge concerning Iſrael, that is, direc- 
tion and counſel how to rule the people, and conduct this 
great affair, that thou mayeſt keep the law of the Logy 
13 thy God, Then ſhalt thou proſper, if thou takeſt 
| heed to fulfil the ſtatutes and judgments which the 


Lorp charged Moſes with concerning Iſrael ; aſſuring 


him of proſperity, if he did ſo; and therefore exhurting him 


to Put forth ais utmoſl firength , be ſtrong, and of good 


courage; dread not, nor be diſmayed ; let not the great- 


"wh f he zoork diſcourage thee , but depend upon divine 


 offiſflance, while thou art faithful in thy duty. And to en- 
courage him to theſe, he tells him what preparations he had 
14 made; Now, behold, in my trouble, % on the whole 
: mine has been a turbulent eig, Jo [ has e not eke, this 
LR Rn 5 great 55 
« The reaſon why Is was forbid, we. find in 2 Sam. vii. 2. 


The wars were warranted and ſucceeded by Jehovah ; yet it did 


not ſuit with his majeſty to have an houſe built by fach an one. 
Human life was precious to God, and he was tender of the 
blood of his creatures. It was more proper for a peaceable prince 
to do it, *. tO Was 2 type of the Prince of peace. | 
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15 Moreover [there are] workmen with the in abun 
1 hewers and workers of ſtone and tim ber, and all man- 


16 Workinen are already choſen, and their work affegned, Ot 


17 David alſo commanded all the Princes of Tiger to 


aſliſt in preparing for the work, as there was a publick dre 


great deſn, I have prepared for the houſe of the 
an hundred thouſand talents of gold, and a thoiz ni 
thouſand talents of filver z* and of braſs and iron with, 
out weight; for it is in abundance: timber alſo aud 
ſtone have I prepared; and thou mayeſt add there 


Erbe 
tiere is room for all thou canſt add in ſuch a Work as th 


A!) ” 
an C A 


ner of cunning men for every manner of work; 0 


AD, 
415 


FR 


the gold, the lilver, and the braſs, and the iron, there 
13] no number, he wp; eizht of them is /o great th: at f, can. 


not be told. Arile | (therefore,] and be doing, and the 
Lob be with thee; 3 hen thou art ſeitied on The thro: 


ſet about it 700mes biately, and 20; 07 nor but God will be wi 
thee.” 


"3 


J 
* 


18 help Solomon his ſon, [faying, Is] not the Loy 
5 your God with you ? and hath he ſn 61] given you reit 
on every ſide? for he hath given the inhabitants of the 
luaand into mine hand; and the ang. is ſubdued befor 
the Logp, and before his people: ww; /:ve had large er. 
Peiorience of his S 5; and what he 1016 already 2 e 15 0 
gone of: hop pe in his forth er Favour. All the e enemies of V. 

3 Tac 
« This was a pr odigious ſum, near ſeven h kandred and fifty mile 


- 4 


lions; enough, ſay ſome, to have built all the walls with kilver, 
and the roofs with gold. But it ſhould be conſidered, that it was 

not all ſpent upon the temple; there were other baildings, and 
_ vaſt treaſures laid up for maintaining above two hundred tas. 
ſand workmen, for ſo many were employed for eleven years (0s 
gether, belides thoſe employed in David's time. In early a5 
there was great plenty of gold; and David had many ſources ot 
wealth from huſbandry, trade and tribute. 
dred and ſixty-ſix talents of gold yeatly, and he had no iubjects 
but what David had; he had many ſucceisfu] wars with rich n- 
tions, from whom he had ear-rings and jewels of gold, mie lde of 


gold, and gods of gold. It is not difficult to account how e nad 


10 much wealth, and how he laid it out, conſidering the puild- 


ings, the workmen, the treaſures laid up, ho gold about the tem- 


ple, the utenſils, and the precious ſtones. 


© This was probably a private exhortation to the: great men to 


to them af terwards, 


Solomon had ix hun- 
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rael are ſubdued ; te have peace round about; therefore, iu 
11 -atitude for thoſe favours, ſet to work, eſpecially as it is for 
) his ſervice and honour, Now ſet your heart and your 
foul to ſeek the LORD your God; ariſe therefore, and. 
build ye the ſanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the 
ark of the covenant of the LoRD, and the holy veſſels 
of God, into the houſe that is to be built to the name of 
the Logo ; enpage hear tily in the work, and ſeek the divine 
82 ing ; then you will go on cheer fully and Projperoufly i 2 it, 


R E F % E c 4 F ON 8. 
'G E D chrifiians: like David, ſhould ontder the 


circumſtances of young ones, and conſult their 
benefit. They ſhould not overburden them, but provide 
them what help they can, that they may go on eaſil) and 
cheerfully in God's work. They ſhould inſtruct them in it, 
v. 11, in the nature and deſign of true religion; and en- 
courage them to it, v. 13. by their own experience, and 
the promiſe of a divine bleſſing; and pray for them, v. 12. 
that God would give them Wiſaon and underſianding to ſee 

and purſue their true intereſt : conſidering how much the 
| honour of God, and the ſupport of religion, depend on 
the wiſdom and piety of the riſing generation, and that al! 
the care of miniſters and . 18 little enough to Pro: 
oſs " NO 

When God gives s reſt to a people, he 3 they | 
ſhould devote themſelves more cloſely and reſolutely to his 
ſervice, This argument David urged upon Solomon and 
his people. We ſhould be ſolicitous to improve time while 
it is continued; ; While there is no foreign or domeſtick 
enemy; and while the goſpel has a free courſe, | Let us 
reſolutely work the works of God; improve every oppor- 
nity to build up his houſe, ſupport his worſhip, and ad- 
Vance religion, Then had the churches reſt, and were edified, 
and walking in the fear of ihe Lord, and the comfort of rhe Holy - 
Gloft, were multiplied. : 
3. The promiſes of God: 5 the hope of his eee, 
ſhould encourage us to work for him. Ariſe, and be doing, 
and the Lord will be willi thee. Words that may well be 
— — ̃ — —— addcctled 
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addreſſed to every chriſtian, Religion is the moſt impox. 
tant work; it requires vigour and reſolution. God has 
promiſed aſſiſtance; and if the work be ever fo hard, and 
the difficulties and enemies ever ſo many and formidable, 


he will be with us, and that is enough. Wherefore work ou! 
Four own ſalvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God wh; 


dorfelſh in you to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 


4. We ſhould mind to add our prayers to all our en. 


deavours in promoting the work and ſervice of God. v. 19, 


Now ſet your heart and your ſoul to ſeek the Lord your God. 


Prayer will quicken our own ſpirits; make us ſenſible of | 
the importance of the work, that we may not dare to be 
inſincere and trifling in it. It will alſo engage divine help, 

without which we ſhall flag and tire. If we are once deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of our dependence on God, and have 
our hearts filled with devout regards to him, we ſhall ſtick 

at nothing for his ſervice and his ſanctuary. If, by David's 
example, we ſtir up ourſelves and all about us in this work, 
God will bleſs us, and reward all our labours of love 1 in 
A | better world, and THe” a 1 N e 


c 11 A; P. XXIII. 


David, in his old age, makes Solomon king J the Lovites orccredz 


the ſons of Gerſon, Kohath, and Merari, 


| \ O when David was old and full of days, he made 


Solomon his ſon king over Iſrael. 


And he gathered together all the princes of Iſrael, 
- 5 wi the prieſts and the Levites : Now the Levites were 


numbered from the age of thirty years and upward : 


and their number by their polls, man by man, was 
4 thirty and eight thouſand, Of which, twenty and four 
thouſand [were] to ſet forward the work of the houſe of 


the Loxp; and fix thouſand [were] officers and judges : 


2: 5 Moreover four thouſand [were] porters; and four 

thouſand praiſed the Lokp with the inſtruments which : 

6 1 made, [fad David, ] t to n {therewith. ] Dari 
Duavic 


8 


11 


12 
13 
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Levi, [namely,] Gerſhon, Konath, and Merari. 


tham, and Joel, three. The ſons cf Sbimei; Shelo- 


4. was the chief, and Zizah the ſecond : but Jeuth and 
N Beriah had not many ſons; therefore they were in one 
he Lange according to [their] father's houſe. 


and Aaron was ſeparated, that he ſhould ſanctify the 


Jas firſt, and Jeſiah the ſecond. 


a8 and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 

i MW Theſe [were] the ſons of Levi after the houſe of their 8 
of fathers; [even] the chief of the fathers, as they were 
F counted by number of names by their polls, that did 
ar the work for the ſervice of the houſe of the Lokb, from 


ch 5 the age of twenty years and upward. For David ſaid, 
d The Loxp God of Iſrae! hath given reit unto his peo- 
id MM ple, that they may awe! in Jeruſalem for ever; And 


| alſo 


| Ts divided them into courſes among the ſons of 


Of the Gerſnonites | were, | Lasdan, and Shimei. 
9 The ſons of Laadan; the chief [was] Jehiel, and Ze- 


mith, and Haziel, and Haran, three. Theſe [were] 5 
0 the chief of the fathers of Laadan, And the ſons of 
Shimei ſwere,] Jahath, Zina, and Teuſh, and Beriah, 
i; Theſe four [were] the ſons of Shimet, And JFahath 


The ſons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and 
$ * Uniiel; four. The fons of Amram ; Aaron and Moſes: 


moſt holy things, he and his ſons for ever, to burn 
incenſe before the Log p, to miniſter unto him, and to | 
14 bleſs in his name for ever. Now [concerning] Moſes 
the man of God, his ſons were named of the tribe of 
15 Levi. The ſons of Moſes . [were,] Gerſhom, and 
10 Eliezer. Of the ſons of Gerſhom, Shebuel [was] the 
17 chief. And the ſons of Eliezer [were,] Rehabiah the 
chief. And Eliezer had none other ſons; but the ſons 
1$ Rehabiah were very many. Of the ſons of Izhar; 
9 Shelomith the chief, Of the ſons of Hebron; Jeriah 
| the firſt, Amariah the ſecond, Jehaziel the third, and 
0 Jekameam the fourth. Of the lons of He! ; Micah. 


The ſons of Merari ; Mahli, and Mufhi. The ſons _ 
: 5 Mahli; Eleazar and Kiſh, And Eleazar died, and 
had no ſons, but daughters: and their brethren the 
23 ſons of Kiſh took them. The ſons of Muſhi; [ Mahli, . 


608 I. CHRONICLES. XXIV. 
alſo unto the Levites: they ſhall no [more] carry the 
| tabernacle, nor any veſſels of it for the ſervice therey: 
27 For by the laſt words of David the Levites [were] 
28 numbered from twenty years old and above: Becayf: 
their office [was] to wait on the ſons of Aaron for th: 
ſervice of the houſe of the Lon p, in the courts, and! in 
the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, 


. : and the work of the ſervice of the houſe of God: 
bo 29 Both for the ſhew bread, and for the fine flour for meat 


5 5 8 offering, and for the unleavened cakes, and for {that 
1 which 1s baked in] the pan, and for that which is tricd, 
| 30 and for all manner of meaſure and ſize; And to ſtand 


N ö 
= every morning to thank and praiſe the Logo, and like. > 
'Y 31 wiſe at even; And to offer all burnt ſacrifices unto the 

| Lob in the ſabbaths, in the new moons, and on the i 


ſet feaſts, by number, according to the order com. Wl i: 

32 manded unto them, continually before the LoD: And WM: 
that they ſhould keep the charge of the tabernacle of I 
the congregation, and the N of the holy place,] i 1 
and the charge of the ſons of Aaron their brethren, i in of 


— 


K — — — — — — 


* the ſervice « ol f the houſe of the LoRD, : 1 | 
k | 3 7 NED, nn 1 
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ö 7 2 diviſions af the ſons of Aaron into four and Twenty orders; 
i "the remainder of rhe Kohaihiles aud Ihe Merarites 6! vides 
=—_ 2 lot. 


OW [theſe Oo the diviſions of the Gas f 
71 = Aaron. The ſons of Aaron; Nadab, and Wi 
—_— 4 Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab and A-: 
= bpihu died before their father, and had no children; : 
"2: therefore Elcazar and Ithamar executed the pr -1eft's 
1 3 office. And David diſtributed them, both Zadok of 

the ſons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the ſons of 
13 4 Ithamar, according to their offices in their ſervice. And 
ls 3 there were more chief men found of the ſons of Elea- 
1 8 zar than of the ſons of Ithamar; and [thus] were te) 
13 divided. Among the ſons of Elcazar [there hun t 

* ixteen 


F "Sw 3 


. = = 


| ſixteen chief men of the houſe of [their] fathers, and 
eight among the ſons of Ithamar according to the houſe 
z of their fathers, Thus were they divided by lot, one 
ſort with another; for the governors of the ſanctuary, 


6 of Eleazar, and of the ſons of Ithamar. And Shemaiah 


and [before] the chiet of the fathers of the prieſts and 
7 zar, and [one] taken for Ithamar. Now the firſt lot 
$ came forth to Jehoiarib, the ſecond to Jedaiah, The 
11 koz, the eighth to Abijah, The ninth to Jeſhua, the 
Y 14 teenth to Jeſhebeab, The fifteenth to Bilgah, the ſix⸗ 
) twentieth to Jehezekel, The one and twentieth to 
ſervice to come into the houſe of the Logo, according 


Lokp God of Iſrael had commanded him. 


the ſons of Amram ; Shubael: of the ſons of Shubael ; 
Ti Jehdeiah. Concerning Rehabiah: of the ſons of Re- 


1 ſecond, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. [Of] 
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and governors [of the houſe} of God, were of the ſons 


the ſon of Nethaneel the icribe, [one] of the Levites, : 
wrote them before the king, and the princes, and 
Zadok the prieſt, and Ahimelech the ſon of Abiathar, 


| Levites : one principal houſehold being taken for Elea- 


q third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, The fifth to | 
10 Malchijah, the ſixth to Mijamin, The ſeventh to Hak- 


12 tenth to Shecaniah, The eleventh to Eliaſnib, the ” 
iz twelfth to Jakim, The thirteenth to Huppah, the four- 


15 teenth to Immer, The ſeventeenth to Hezir, the 
ib eighteenth to Aphſes, The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the 


18 Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, The three 
and twentieth to Delaiah, the four and twenticth o 
0 Maaziah. Theſe [were] the orderings of them in their 


to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the 


10 And the reſt of the ſons of Levi [were theſe: { of D 


22 habiah, the firſt [was] Isſhiah. Of the Izharites She- © 
23 lomoth : of the ſons of Shelomoth; Jahath. And the 
ſons [of Hebron;] Jeriah [the firit,] Amariah the 


the ſons of Uzziel; Michah: of the ſons of Michah; 

25 Shamir. The brother of Michah [was] Isſhiah : of 

20 the ſons of Isſhiah ; Zechariah. The ſons of Merari 

[were,] Mahli and Muſhi: the ſons of Jaaziah; Beno. 

{7 The ſons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, 
Tm — > and 
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2F and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of Mahli [came] Eleazat, who 


29 had no ſons. Concerning Kiſh : the ſon of Kiſh [ was] | 
30 Jerahmeel. The ſons alſo of Muſhi; Mahli, ani 
__ Eder, and Jerimoth. Theſe [were] the ſons of the 
31 Levites after the houſe of their fathers. Theſe like. 
wiſe caſt lots overagainſt their brethren the ſons or c 


Aaron in the preſence of David the king, and Zadok, 
1 and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers of the 
pPrieſts and Levites, even the principal fat chers over. ll ic 
. 5 £7 n cheir younger brethren, 


= {COU AS , ; 
| 2 ke wumber and offices of the 2 fingers ; and their divifin by Int f 
. . „ four and twenty orders. 


£ OREOVER David and the captains of the hoſt 
| ſeparated to the ſervice of the ſons of Aſaph, W 
and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who ſhould propheſy 
with harps, with pſalteries, and with cymbals : and the i 
number of the workmen, according to their ſervice 
2 was: Of the ſons of Aſaph; Zaccur, and Joſeph, and 
Nethaniah, and Aſarelah, the ſons of Aſaph under the Wi: 
hands of Aſaph, which propheſied according to the : 
* 3 order of the king. Of Jeduthun: the ſons of fe. 
'M duthun; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Jeſhaiah, Haſha- WW: 
'Þ 1 1 55 biah, and Mattithiah, ſix, under the hands of their : 
Z father Jeduthun, who propheſied with a harp, to give 
4 thanks and to praiſe the Loxb. Of Heman : the fons ſe 
of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuch : 
and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, 
and Romamti-ezer, Joſhbekaſhah, Mallothi, Hothir, 
5 and] Mahazioth: All theſe N the ſons of Heman 
the king's ſeer in the words of God, to lift up the horn, 


——_ 
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And God gave to Heman 8 ſons and three 
6 daughters. All theſe [were] under the hands of thei 
father for ſong in] the houſe of the Lorp, with cym- 
bals, pſalteries and harps, for the ſervice of the houſe 

of God, according. to the king's order to, _— jo 

| ut un 
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„ duthun, and Heman. So the number of them, with 


fourſcore and eight. 


9 ſmall as the great, the teacher as the ſcholar. Now the 


11 [were] twelve: The fourth to [zri, he,] his ſons, and 
12 his brethren, [were] twelve: The fifth to Nethaniah, 
1 ſhe,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve : The 

fixth to Bukkiah, he,] his ſons, and his brethren, 
1 [were] twelve: The ſeventh to Jeſharelah, he,] his 


17 his brethren, [were] twelve: The tenth to Shimei, 


| 18 [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve : The 


eleventh to Azareel, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, 


11 twelve: The fourteenth to Mattithiah, [he,] his ſons, 


Jeremoth, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 


Jalt, lothi, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: 
thi, 7 The twentieth to Eliathah, [he,] his ſons, and Hig 
man es brethren, [were] twelve: The one and twentieth to 
10rR, Hothir, (he, ] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: 
three 29 The two and twentieth to Giddalti, [he,] his ſons, and 
their o his brethren, [were] twelve: The three and twentieth 

cym to Mahazioth, [he, ] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 
zoule Ni twelve: The four and twentieth to Romanti-ezer, 5 

; I (he, ] bis ſons, and his brethren, 2 twelve. 4 

thun | 


their brethren that were inſtructed in the ſongs of the 


Lord, [even] all that were cunning „Was two hunared ny 
98 And they caſt lots, ard al [ward, ] as wel the 


firſt lot came forth for Aſaph to Joſeph: the ſecond to 
Gedaliah, who with his Beenden and ſons [were] twelve: 
1o The third to Zaccur, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, 


1; ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: The eighth to 
Jeſhaiah, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 
ih twelve: The ninth to Mattaniah, [he,] his ſons, and 


9 [were] twelve: The twelfth to Haſhabiah, [he,] his 
20 ſons, and his brethren, | were] twelve: The thirteenth. 
to Shubael, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 


22 and his brethren, [were] twelve: The fifteenth to 


23 twelve: The fixteenth to Hananiah, he,] his ſons, 
24 and his brethren, [were] twelve: The ſeventeenth to 

Joſhbekaſha, he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were]! 
5 twelve: The eighteenth to Hanani, [he, ] his ſons, and 
6 his brethren, [were] twelve: The nineteenth to Mal- 
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15 7 he div i on of the porters; the gates affixned by lot: 


CHAP; XXVI. 


and lie 
Levites that had the charge of the treaſures. 
1 FNONCERNING the diviſions of the porters: off 
the Korhites [was] Meſhelemiah the ſon of Kore, 
2 of the ſons of Aſaph. And the ſons of Meſhelemiahf 
[were] Zechariah the firſt born, Jediael the lecond, 1 
Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, Elam thelf 
4 fifth, Jehohanan the ſixth, Elioenai the ſeventh, More. 3 
over the ſons of Obed-edom [ were, ] Shemaiah the firtÞ 
born, Jehozabad the ſecond, Joah the third, and Sacirff 

5 the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth, Ammiel the fixth,| 
ifſachar the ſeventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God 

0 bleſſed him. Alſo unto Shemaiah his ſon were ſons] 
born, that ruled throughout the houſe of their father: 

7 for they [were] mighty men of valour. The ſons off 
 Shemaiahz Othni, and Rephael, and Obed, Elzabad,} 
___ whole brethren [were] ſtrong men, Elihu and Semaq 
8 chiah. All theſe of the ſons of Obed-edom : they an! 
their ſons and their brethren, able men for ſtrength tar} 
the ſervice, [were] threeſcore and two of Obed- -edoml 
9 And Meſhelenuiah had fons and brethren, ſtrong men 
10 eighteen. Alſo Hoſah, of the children of Merari, hadf 
| | ſons; Simri the chief, (for [though | he was not the 
11 firſt born, yet his father made him the chief ;) Hilkialt 
the ſecond, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth 
all the ſons and brethren of Hoſah [were] thirtzen 
12 Among theſe [were] the diviſions of the portersf 
| [even] among the chief men, [having] wards one 
againit another, to miniſter in the houſe of the Lord 
13 And they caſt lots, as well the {mall as the great, ac 
cording to the houſe of their fathers, for every gated 
14 And the lot eaſlward fell to Shelemiah. Then fol 
Zechariah his fon, a wiſe counſellor, they caſt lots; ang 

5 his lot came out northward, TO Obed- ec om ſouth 

16 ward; and to his ſons the houſe of Aſuppim. To Shupy 
pim and Hoſah [the lot came forth] weſtward, with 
* gate Shallecheth, by the cauſeway of the go 
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17 up, ward againſt ward, Eaſtward [were] fix Levites, 


northward four a day, ſouthward four a day, and 


18 toward Aſuppim two [and] two. At Farbar weſtward, 


19 {our at the cauſeway, [and] two at Parbar. Theſe are] 


the diviſions of the porters among the ſons of Kore, 
and among the ſons of Merari. 


0 And of the Levites, Ahijah [was] over the treaſures 


of the houſe of God, and over the treaſures of the 
u dedicated things. [As concerning] the ſons of Laadan 
the ſons of the Gerthonite Laadan, chief fathers, [even | 
12 of Laadan the Gerſhonite, [were] Jehieli, The ſons 


of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his brother, [which 


13 were] over the treaſures of the houſe of the LORD. Of 
the Amramites, [and] the Izharites, the Hebronites, 


4 [and] the Uzzielites : And Shebuel the ſon of Ger- 


ſhom, the fon of Moſes, [was] ruler of the treaſures. 


25 And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his fon, and _ 


Jeſhaiah his ſon, and Joram his ſon, and Zichri his 


55 ſon, and Shelomith his ſon. Which Shelomith and 
brethren [were] over all the treaſures of the dedicated 


things, which David the king, and the chief fathers, 
the captains over thouſands and hundreds, and the 


27 captains of the hoſt, had dedicated. Out of the ſpoils 

won in battles did they dedicate to maintain the houſe of 

28 the Logp. And all that Samuel the ſeer, and Saul the _ 
| ſon of Kiſh, and Abner the ſon of Ner, and Joab the 

{on of Zeruiah, had dedicated: [and] whoſoever had 


dedicated [any thing, it was] under the hand of She- 
lomith, and of his brethren, 


29 --Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his 095 1 were] hos 


the outward buſineſs over Iſrael, for officers and judges. 
30 [And] of the Hebronites, Haſhabiah and his brethren, 


men of valour, a thouſand and ſeven hundred, [were] 


officers among them of Ifrael on this fide Jordan weſt- 
ward in all buſineſs of the Logo, and in the ſervice of 


31 the king. Among the Hebronites [was] Jerijah the 
chief, [even] among the Hebronites, according to the 
generations of his fathers. In the fortieth year of the 


reign of David they were ſought for, and there were 


found among them mighty men of valour at jazer of | 
Qq 1 ile. 
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26 Gilead. And his brethren, men of valour, [were] 
two thouſand and ſeven hundred chief fathers, whom 
king David made rulers over the Reubenitcs, the 
_ Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, for every 
matter pertaining to God, and affairs of the king. 


£ Hoe * 9 . n " 
.. * 


CHAP. XXVIL 
The twelve captains for every ſeveral months, and the princes if 
the twelve tribes, 


0 W the children of Iſrael after their number, 
[to wit, ] the chief fathers and captains of thou- 
ſands and hundreds, and their officers that ſerved the 
king in any matter of the courſes, which came in and 
went out month by month throughout all the months 
of the year, of every courſe [were] twenty and four 
2 thouſand, Over the firſt courſe for the firſt month | was] 
Jaſhobeam the ſon of Zabdiel : and in his courſe 10 ere] 

E twenty and four thouſand, Of the children of Perc 
| [was] the chief of all the captains of the hoſt for the 

4 firſt month. And over the courſe of the ſecond month 
[was] Dodai an Ahohite, and of his courſe [was] lik 
loth alſo the ruler : in his courſe likewiſe [were | twenty 

5 and four thouſand. The third captain of the hoc for 
the third month [was Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, 7 
chief prieſt : and in his courſe [were] twenty and fou 

i 6 thouſand, This [1s that] Benaia] 1, {who was] mighty 
among] the thirty, and above the thirty: and in h! 
. 7 courſe [was] Ammizabad his ſon. The fourth cap, 
| tain] for the fourth month was] Aſahel the brother of 
Joab, and Zebadiah his ſon after him: and in his courl 
8 [were] twenty and four thouſand. The fifth captai 
for the fifth month [was] Shamhuth the Izrahite : an 
9 in his courſe [were] twenty and four thouſand. Lb 
ſixth [captain] for the ſixth month [was] Ira the {on 9! 

| Ikkeſh the Tekoite : and in his courſe [were] twent) 
10 and four thouſand, The ſeventh [captain] for the 


eventh month Aas Helez the Pelonite, of the child 
— 
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ren of Ephraim : and in his courſe [were] twenty and 
11 four thouſand. The eighth [captain] for the eighth 


month [was] Sibbecai the Huſhathite, of the Zarhites: 
12 and in his courſe [were] twenty and four thouſand, The 


ninth [captain] for the ninth month (was] Abiezer the 
Anetothite, of the Benjamites: and in his courſe 


1; [vere] twenty and four thouſand. The tenth [cap- 
| tain] for the tenth month [was] Mahar: the Netopha- 


thite, of the Zarhites : and in his courſe [were] twenty 

14 and four thouſand, The eleventh [captain] for the _ 
eleventh month [was] Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the 

children of Ephraim: and in his courſe [were] twenty 

15 and four thouſand, The twelfth [captain] for the 
twelfth month [was] Heldai the Netophathite, of _ 
Othniel: and in his courſe ! renz and four 


| _ thouſand. 


16 Furthermore over the tribes of Iſrael: the 8 of | 


the Reubenites [was] Eliezer the ſon of Zichri: of the 


17 Simeonites, Shephatiah the fon of Maachah : Of the Le- 
vites, Haſhabiah the fon of Kemuel : of the Aaronites, 
18 Zadok: Of Judah, Elihu, [one] of the brethren of 
19 David: Of Iſſachar, Omri the fon of Michael: Of 

Zebulun, Iſhmaiah the ſon of Obadiah : of Naphtali, 
20 Jerimoth the ſon of Azriel: Of the children of Eph- 


raim, Hoſhea the ſon of Azaziah : of the half tribe of 


21 Manaſſeh, Joel the ſon of Pedaiah : Of the half [tribe] _ 

of Manaſſeh 1 in Gilead, Iddo the ſon of Zechariah : of 

22 e ee Jaaſiel the fon of Abner : Of Dan, Azarcel 
the ſon of graham.” _ Theſe [were]: the princes ot the 


tribes of Iſrael. 
** But David took not the number of them from twenty 


years old and under: becauſe the Lorp had ſaid he 
would increaſe Iſrael like to the ſtars of the heavens. 
24 Joab the ſon of Zeruiah began to number, but he 

' finiſhed not, becauſe there fell wrath for it againſt I.. 
rael; neither was the number put in the account of the 


chronicles of king David. 
25 And over the king 3 3 [was] Azmaveth the 


ſon of Adiel: and over the ſtorehouſes in the fields, in 


the cities, and in the villages, and in the caſtles, [was] 


<q . a — Jekonthan ” 
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26 Jehonathan the ſon of Uzziah: And over them that 
did the work of the field for tillage of the ground [ was] 
27 Ezri the ſon of Chelub : And over the vineyards (was 
Shimei the Ramathite: over the increaſe of the vine. 
yards for the wine cellars [was] Zabdi the Shiphmitz : 
28 And over the olive trees aud the ſycamore trees that 
[were] in the low plains [was] Baal- 3 the Gederite: 
29 and over the cellars of oil [was] Joaſn: And over de! 
herqds that fed in Sharon [was] Shitrai the Sharonite: 
and over the herds that were] in the vallies [was] 
30 Shaphat the ſon of Adlai: Over the camels alſo [ was 
bObil the Iſhmaelite: and over the aſſes [was] Jehdeiah 
3ꝗ the Meronothite: And over the flocks [was] Jahziz 
the Hagerite: all theſe [were] the rulers of the ſub. 
32 ſtance which [was] king David's. Alto Jonathan Da. 
Vvicd's uncle was a counſellor, a wiſe man, and a ſcribe: 
and Jehiel the ſon of Hachmoni [was] with the king's 
33 ſons: And Ahithophel [was] the king's counſellor : and] 
34 Huſnai the Archite [was] the king's companion: And 
after Ahithophel [was] Jehoiada the ſon of Benaiah, 
and Abiathar: and the general of the King's army 


: I was! Joah. FE i 
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| David, ina grand aſſembly, declares Ged's choice of Solomon l 
build him an houſe, David's exhortation to the people and 
Solomon to be religious; the plan and materials of the temp. 
deli vered to Solomon, who is encouraged to ſet about it. 


A N D David affembled all the princes of Iſrael 
the princes of the tribes, and the captains of 
che companies that miniſtered to the king by courſe, 
and the captains over the thouſands, and captains over 
the hundreds, and the ſtewards over all the ſubſtance and 
poſſeſſion of the king, and of his ſons, with the officers, 
and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, 
2 unto Jeoninem: l Then David the king, who was ſiting] 
on 


F Is 1 Kings chap. . 1. we Kad | David Aa but — the 
e = 8 | | | | ickneis 


a mood 
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on the throne, and his ſon by him, ſtcod up upon his feet, 


ſuaid, Hear me, my brethren, and my people : [as for 
me, I [had] in mine heart to build an houſe of reſt for 


he hath choſen Judah [to be] the ruler; and of the 
| houſe of Judah the houſe of my father; and among the 


given me many ſons,) he hath choſen Solomon my ſon 
to ſit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD 


over Iſrael; this was God's deſign, not a partial fondneſs 


| houſe and my courts : for I have choſen him | to be] my 


e had done well, and he hoped he would perſevere, and an- 


congregation of the Loxp, (addreſſing them as the repre- 


advancement recognized and made publick. He therefore called 
together the chief men of the kingcom, from the court, the camp, 
and every other department. 


It was proper to ipecity this, to ſhow has there was . 
of hereditary right in this caſe. Judah was not the eldeſt ſon; 


youngeſt ſon of this family; and Solomon one of his youngeſt. 


out of reſpect to this great and honourable aſſembly, and 


the ark of the covenant of the LorD, hat it might not 
be carried about as before, and for the footitool of our 
God, or, even the footftool of our God; the divine glory 
reſting between the cherubims over the ark, was called the 
mercy ſeat, ſo that the ark was his footſtool and Thad made 
3 ready for the building : But God ſaid unto me, Thou 
ſhalt not build an houſe for my name, becauſe thou 
4 [haſt been] a man of war, and haſt ſhed blood. How-_ 
beit the LORD God of Iſrael choſe me before all the 
Houſe of my father to be king over Ifrael for ever: for 


ſons of my father he liked me to make [me] king over 
5 all Iſrael: * And of all my ſons, (for the Logo hath 


0 of my own ; therefore you ſhould ſubmit to tim. And 
he ſaid unto me, Solomon thy ſon, he ſhall build my 


: 7 fon, and I will be his father. Moreover I will ftabliſh ; 
his kingdom for ever, if he be conſtant to do my com- 
mandments and my judgments, as at this day; hitherto 


| fewer the expectations which he and the people had entertain 
8 ed of him, Now therefore in the fight of all Iſrael the 


| ſemalives of 40 as ) and in the audience of « our God, 


| who 
ſickneſs has went off, or Adenttati's* 1 rouſed his ſpirits, 


er tis joy at Solomon's elevation gave him freſh vigour, we find _ 
by the courſe of the ſtory that he was willing to have Solomon's 


Jeſle was not the moſt coniiderable family in it; David was the- = 


— — * er ro anon do. 
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be cheerful and univerſal; for the Lonp ſearcheth all! 
hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of 

the thoughts; one argument is, the divine omniſcience, 
ꝛoich extends to the hearts of the greateſt men: if thou 
| ſeek him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou for- 
fake him, he will caſt thee off for ever; 3 another argu- | 


0 God, fo God will do to thee, As great as David was, Je 
minded ihe divine favour; and how powerful ſoever Solomon 
might be, if he forſook Cod, he would be caſt off and abhorred, | 
build an houſe for the ſanctuary: be ſtrong and do 


greatneſs of the work, 


11 


and affefiing apoſtrophe, he addreſſes Solomon. 
* 


him, fo as to love and truſt him; and ſerve him with a 


who is witneſs to this ſolemn remonſtrance, and all their 1 
gagements, I exhort and charge you to keep and ſeek for 
all the commandments of the LoRD your God, ud, 
them, and endeavour io underſtand them, that ye may pot. 
ſeſs this good land, and leave [it] for an inheritance for 
you children after you for ever; his is the only way in 
ohich you can expect God's favour,—T hen, with a noble 


And thou, Solomon my ſon, know thou the God of 
thy father, enquire after him, endeavour to know more of 


perfect heart and with a willing mind; let your obedience 


ment is, that the promiſe is conditional; as thou 22 veſt 


Take heed now; for the Lorp hath choſen thee to 
[it 3] ho? thou art ſo young, be not math, ba at the 


Then David gave to Solomon 15 fon the plan of the 
temple, containing the pattern of the porch, and of the 


houſes thereof, and of the treaſuries thereof, and of the 


upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours 


| 12 : 


thereof, and of the place of the mercy ſeat, of the hal 
and moſt holy place, ond the ſeveral apartments, And the 
pattern of all that he had by the ſpirit, of the courts 


of the houſe of the Lorp, and of all the chambers 


; 1 


round about, of the treaſuries of the houſe of God, 
and of the dene of the dedicated things; not on) 


thoſe which David had dedicated, or added above what Was 
Jufficient to finiſh the temple, but the tabernacle of Moſes and 
11 utenſils, which, having been ſo long ſacred, were careful.) 
laid . Alſo for the courſes of che prieſts and the Le- 

Th vites, 


16 


F 
1 
19 


20 
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vites, and for all the work of the ſervice of the houſe 
* the Lok p, and for all the veſſels of ſervice in the 
4 houſe of the LORD. [He gave] of gold by weight for 
* [things] of gold, for all inſtruments of all manner of 
| ſervice; [ſilver alſo] for all inſtruments of filver by 
weight, for all inſtruments of every kind of ſervice; he 
gave materials in due proportion to the things that were to 
15 be made of them: Even the weight for the candleſticks 
of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for 
every candleſtick, and for the lamps thereof: and for 
the candleſticks of filver by weight, [both] for the 
cancleſtick, and [alſo] for the lamps thereof, accord- 
ing to the ale of every candleſtick; there were ten large 
ones of gol, i be jived, and ſilver ones to be carried about. 
16 ay by weig [he gave] gold t tor the tables of ſhew 
| bread, for every table; and [likewiſe] filver for the 
17 ables of fi ver: Alſo pure gold for the fleſhhooks, and 
the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden baſons 
ſhe gave gold] by weight for every baſon; and [ like- | 
viſe filver] by weight for every baſon of ſilver; ſuch a N 
proportion of gold and filver, as would make the tables and _ 7 


i baſons as large as he propoſed : And for the altar of in. 
cenſe refined gold by weight; and gold for the pattern 
of the chariot of the cherubims, that ſpread out [their 

Wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the | 
19 Lokp. All [this, ſaid David,] the Logp made me jt 
underſtand in writing by [his] hand upon me, Oo Re 
all the works of this pattern; he had it by particular and 
divine direction, as plainly as if God had written every idea 
on his mind, or had delivered it 10 a n and he had 
5 900 it in writing to David. 7 | 
And David ſaid to Solomon lis ſon, Be rang FT) | = 

"of ou» vOurage,: and do _ 1 tear not, nor be diſmay-x | | 
„ | 
* God is deſcribed as WY on the wings of angels, PROPS „„ | 
the glory refted upon the cherubims; therefore it is called . by 
chariot, Pjalm xviii. 10. | Fees 10 10 
i It is probable that the Roman Ny Greek e Was — 
derived from this. It is certain that the earlieſt models of the _ 
Grecian buildings are moſt perfect. Human wiſdom, indufiry, 


and ſtudy, never made any eee in this art, thro! 1 | 1 
many ages, tho? in all other arts they have improved. e ee 15 
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omniſcience of God! He knows what \ we have been taught; 


— N__” TT] — — + — A — — — -= 


ed: for the Lorp God, [even] my God, [will be] with 


thee ; he will not fail thee, nor forſake thee, until thou! 


haſt finiſhed all the work for the ſervice of the houſe t 
the Lonp. David urges his own experience of God's gend. 


neſs, and his appoiniment of Solomon to the work ; that C1 | 
 evould both help him, and reſtrain his enemies; and make d, 
21 quiet and proſperus fill the work wwas finiſhed. And, be. 
Hhuold, the courſes of the priefts and the Levites, [even 
they ſhall be with thee] for all the ſervice of the houſe £| 


of God: and [there ſhall be] with thee for all manner 


171 


of workmanſhip every willing ſkilful man for any man. | 


ner of ſervice : alſo the princes and all the people [wil 
be] wholly at thy commandment; many were read) 10 
help him, ſome to advije him, and ſome to labour; all would 


lend an e hand to fiſh, this great and ou: 2 =o 
JD E FE E C * 1 ONS. 


T is the duty of every one, even the greateſt of | 


men, to ſeek and keep God's commandments, 


They are our rule. We ſhould enquire after them, ſtudy 
them carefully, and pray for underſtanding hearts. We 
ſhould be excited hereto, by conſidering that God and man 

are witneſſes to the engagements we are under, and the 
inſtructions we receive; and that both will be witneſſes 
5 1 us, if we are ignorant and diſobedient. 


We learn that perſeverance is neceſſary to e 


: divine acceptance and approbation. It is not ſufficient 
ſeometimes to do God's commandments and keep his judg- 
ments, but we muſt be conſtant in it. Many begin well, 
but grow bad, and fail of the grace of God: it is our duty 79 


be patient in well doing, and faillful 10 the end, that We — 


receive a crown of life and glory. 


David's advice to Solomon is worthy og of 


| all young people: to know God, enquire after him, his 
nature, works, and word; to ſerve him, that is, to worſhip 


and obey him with upright aims, and obſerve all he com- 


mands with cheerfulneſs and gladneſs of heart. Religion is 
our buſineſs and our pleaſure, What an awful motive is the 


the 


D, 
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de warnings and admonitions we have received ; what 
profeſſions and promiſes we have made; and what vows. 
nd engagements we are under. What an encouragement 
is it, that if we ſeek him, he will be found of us, will furniſh 
us with aſſiſtance, and communicate all neceſſary bleſſings; 
but if ve forſake him, whatever has been done, whatever 
expectations or experience we may have had, tho' we are 
ever ſo wiſe or great, tho? we are the ſons of God's ſer. 
yants, and of prayers and promiſes, yet he will caſt us off for 
mer; will never look favourably on us any more. Let 
young perſons hear and fear; and ſerve the God of their 8 
— with a perfect heart, We reflect, 

What an encouragement it is to all, eſpecially to the 
ifing generation, that the God of our fathers will be with 
us, to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us. He carried them thro? the 
ſervices and ſufferings of life. There is the fame power, 
the ſame love, and the ſame promiſes for our ſupport. He 

kath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, Y oung per- 
ſons ſhould plead theſe promiſes; and exalt, and ſerve, and 
truſt in, their father's God ; and let this be their prayer, | 
The Lord our God be W111 US, AS he Was with our fathers. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


na by his 0WN 3 urges the 3 to e toward. 
building the temple ;, which they do generouſly; he goes thanks bs 
on the occaſion, and all the people do homage to God. 


URTHERMORE David the king, hoving finiſhed , 
what he had to ſay to Solomon, turned hinſelf to tlie 
. to tir them up to help Solomon, and ſaid unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my ſon, whom alone God 
| hath choſen, [is yet] young and tender, and the work 
= great: for the palace [is] not for man, but for the 
2 Logp God. Now I have prepared with all my might 
for the houſe of my God the gold for [things to be 
made] of gold, and the filver for [things] of filver, and 
the braſs for [things] of braſs, the iron for [things] of 
iron, and wood for [chings] of wood; onyx ſtones, and 
e 
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[ſtones] to be ſet, gliſtering ſtones, and of ti 've 3 


colours, and all manner of precious ſtones, and ma 

3 ſtones in abundance. Moreover, becauſe I have ſet my 
affection to the houſe of my God, I have of mine 99 
Proper good, of gold and filver, [which] J have given 
"= e houſe af my God, over and above all that 1 have 
4᷑§ prepared for the holy houſe, [Even] three thouſand 
talents of gold, of he gold of Ophir, and feven thou. 
ſand talents of refined filver, to overlay the walls of the 
houſes [withal;] he tells them what large preparotions he 
had made, and moreover, beſides what was neceſſary to Guild 
and furniſh the houſes, he had given all this out of his 01 
private proper iy, to beautify and adorn the apartments, the 
5 porch, and the chambers: The gold for [things] of 
gold, and the filver for [things] of filver, and for all 
manner of work [to be made] by the hands of artificers; 
he had left enough to provide materials, and pay the work. 
men. And who [then] is willing to conſecrate his 
| ſervice this day unto the Loa p? 70 fill his hands with 
gifts, and offer them to the ſervice of God, as he had done, 
6 Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes 
of Iſrael, and the captains of thouſands and of hundreds, j 
with the rulers over the king's work, offered willing- | 
ly, generouſly, from a good principle, and a great Pl I | 
7 And gave for the ſervice of the houſe of God of gold 
five thouſand talents and ten thouſand drams, and of « 
ſilver ten thouſand talents, and of braſs eighteen thou- T 
( 
| 


— 
| % 


1 
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—— 


ſand talents, and one hundred thouſand talents of iron. Wl i5 
8. And they with whom [precious] ſtones were found, 
— evillingly parted ith their Jewels and ornaments, and gave 
{et em] to the treafure of the houſe of the Logy, by 
5 the hand of Jehiel the Gerſhonite, who was keeper of 
9 he treaſures of God's houſe, Then the people rejoiced, 
for that they offered willingly, becauſe with perfect | 
heart they offered willingly to the Lord z wot by any con- 1 
ſſttraint, but willingly, for the honour of God and the ſupport 15 
of his worſhip : and David the king alſo rejoiced with .* 
great joy. It was a ſingular comfort to the good old ring 10 en 
To Fd the people fo willing ; thas his eng and — 
| a deli 


— — ” — — — — 
— 2 —p——— — 3 5 2 == — ? 


= . a7 
— — 


CMCC Ea; 


— —— . ̃ —.HꝗC  —_———_ RR 7 om ooo .. 22 8 


A on proſperouſiy, and be happily completed, 

Wherefore David bleſſed the Logp before all the 
eden :* and David, expreſſing a deep ſenſe of ihe 
divine excellency and perfections; that he has theſe excellencies 
in himſelf, and reigns ſupreme ; having univerſal influence 
and authority over theſe lower worlds, and all the circum- 


12 above all. Both riches and honour [come] of thee, 


_ cheerfully ? for all things [come] of thee, and of thine 


plalm of praiſe, Accordingly we have here one of his nobleſt, 
moſt devout, and ſpirited e da tho? he was now in the 
Geline of life. : 


This is an alluſion to Lev, xxv. 45. 
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had ſo good an effett ; it gave him hopes that the Work would 


ſtances of mankind, ſaid, Bleſſed [be] thou, LORD God 

11 of Iſrael our father, for ever and ever. Thine, 0 
Lory, [is] the greatneſs, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majeſty : for all [that 

is] in the heaven and in the earth [is thine;] thine [is} 
the kingdom, O Lonp, and thou art exalted as head 


and thou rejgneſt over all; and in thine hand ſis] 

power and might; and in thine hand [it is] to make | 

. great, and to give ſtrength unto all. Now therefore, our 
God, we thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious name; we 
dci nocoladge with thaukfulneſs thy providence, which hath 
furniſhed us with what has been contributed, and thy grace, 

dich hath inclined us to it. Then mingling with theſe thank- 

14 ful acknowledgments the deepeſt humility, he ſays, But who 
fam} I, and what [is] my people, that we ſhould be able 

5 805 offer ſo willivgly after this ſort, /o plentifully and ſo 


own have we given thee, have only returned what thou 
laßt lent us; we have no reaſon for boaſting, becauſe 
15 all the power and ability came from thee, For we [are] 
ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as [were] all our 
| fathers; wwe are not proprietors, but ſtewards, the land is 
tine: our days on the earth [are] as a ſhadow, and 
| [there is] none abiding ; we have but a little time to live, 
and muſt leave all our treaſures behind; how then can we bet- 
ter employ it than in God's ſervice, who can give us heavenly 
0 e and an eternal inheritance? O Lord our God, 15 
35 all | 
* It is no wonder chat ſuch a ; Gght fired his muſe. Indeed it 
5 natural to expect, when David rejoiced, to find afterwards a 
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all this ſtore that we have prepared to build the 
houſe for thine holy name [cometh ] of thine hand, an! 
- Lis] all thine own; he repeats this important truth, 1% f, 


17 


18 


5 19 


uprightneſs. As for me, in the uprightneſs of mine 


have I ſeen with joy thy people, which are preſent here, | 
to offer willingly unto thee; he had the higheſt fatisfue. 

tion in the conſciouſneſs of his own integrity; and it was a 
great additional comfort, that there was ſuch a diſpoſition in 


aprighi, heart, to keep thy commandments, thy teſtimo. 
nies, and thy ſtatutes, and to do all [theſe things,] and 
| to build the palace, [for] the which I have made pro- 


S an 


it deeply on his oπƷJ mind and their's. I know allo, my 
God, that thou trieſt the heart, and haſt pleaſure in 


heart J have willingly offered all theſe things: and now 


the people, O Lorp God of Abraham, Iſaac, and of 
Iſrael, our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagina- 
tion of the thought of the heart of thy people, and 
prepare their heart unto thee; by thy grace keep them in 


the ſame pious 44%. tion, that they may not be weary ii 


wwell-doing : And give unto Solomon my ſon a perfect, wr 


viſion; 10 finiſh the work, and behave becoming one fo highiy 


20 


favoured. Then David called upon them to give their ent 


to the prayers he had een to God, and join in this 03 
F adoration. 


And David ſaid to all the congregation, Now ble(s 


: the Lok D your God, And all the congregation bleſſed 


the Lord God of their fathers, gave a loud acclamaticn, 
or amen, and bowed down their keads, and worſhipp? d 


the Lox, and the king; they proftrated themſelves befor, 


21 


the Lord, and then bowed to the king, to thank him for al 
his kindneſs and care toward Iſrael, and the happineſs (1 | 
had enjoyed in his reign. And they ſacrificed N unto 
the Lok p, and offered burnt offerings unto the * 
on the morrow after that day, [even] a thouſand: by 
| locks, a thouſand rams, and] a thouſand lambs, with 


their drink offerings, and facrifices in abundance for 
all Iſrael; theſe wwere chiefly peace offerings, on which the 


22 


feaſted aud rejoiced together: And did eat and drink 


betore the Logp on that day with great gladneſs. And 


they made \ Solomon the ſon of David king the {:cond| 


time, 


29 


30 
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time, and anointed ſhim] unto the Lorp ſto be] the 
chief governor,” and ZaJok [to be} prieſt ; he 2015 mate 
high prieſt inſtead of Abiathar ;, and thus the prieſt hood was 
tranſlated to the eldeſt branch of Auron's family, in which it 
was before Eli's time. 


3 Then Solomon fat on the throne of the take as 
king inſtead of David his father, and proſpered; and 
all Iſrael obeyed him; it is called the throne of the Lord, 


14 becauſe God was TſraePs king And all the princes, and 
the mighty men, and all the ions likewiſe of king David, 
ſubmitted themſelves unto Solomon the king; ſwore 

allegiance to him, gave the hand under Solomon; either the 


2; antient form or the antient language was ſtill uſed, And the 
Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly in the fight of all 


Iſrael, and beſtowed upon him [ſuch] royal majeſty as 
had not been on any king before him in Iſrael.“ 
6 Thus David the fon of Jeſſe reigned over all Iſrael. 
27 And the time that he reigned over Iſrael [was] forty 
years; ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 


23 and three [years] reigned he in Jeruſalem, And he 


died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 


| honour : and Solomon his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


29 Now the acts of David the king, firſt and laſt, behold, 


they are] written in the book of Samuel the ſeer, and - 
in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book 


zo of Gad the ſeer, With all his reign and his might, and 
the times that went over him, and over lirael, and 
over 2 the kingdoms of the countries. 


REFLECTIONS. 


i, FF 1 E. generofity of David and the ſtates of If racl, 


manner, by the repreſentatives of the whole kingdom, 


" This chapter concludes with an account of David's death: | 
P 


but we ſhall find ſome other particulars of his reign before that 
event happe ned, in 1 Kings ch. ii. which need explanation, ant 
deſerve attention; and may be read after thi nis. 


J and eſpecially their zeal for the houſe and ſervice © 
of God, ſhould excite our Imitation, | What a noble figure 
Vol. III. „„ % Og 


* Ce” was "ited before, on occaſion of Abſalom! s con- 
ſpiracy, by a ſew of David's ſervants; but now in a more ſolemn 
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David here makes, compared with many other princes, 
Let all give encouragement to the worſhip of God, accord. 


ing to their ability. It is a good work 3 and ci l 


——— 2 > —— > =, => a. — ee 4a. = 
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facrifices God is well pleaſed. 


2. It is our duty, by our A 404 example, to 


lead others to promote the ſervice and honour of God. 


J hoſe who are moſt able ſhould lead the way in acts of 


Beneroſtty; ſet good examples, as David did, and do no. 

hing that is mean. Then they may with a good grace, 
and hope of ſucceſs, exhort others ta do the like. It js the 
duty of chriſtians to conſider one e and to provote| 
uno eve and to good works, 


3. It affords great ſatisfaction to a good man _—_ leaving 
the world, to ſee a ſpirit of piety and generoſity prevailing, 
David the king reoiced with great Joy. It revived his good 


old heart to ſee ſuch a diſpoſition in the people, and eſpeci. 
ally that his own example ſhould have ſuch a good effect. 


It gives joy to aged and dying ſaints to ſee thoſe who are 


likely to ſurvive them zealous for God and religion, and 
for the ſupport of his houſe and worſhip. It gives then 
| hopes that religion will be ſupported and maintained in the 
world; and that the rifing generation will walk in God's} 
Ways, and tranſmit religion to thoſe who ſhall come after} 
- them, 


4. All good diſpoſitions and 8850 deeds are to 8 aſcrib. 


ed to God. All our good things come from him; he gives 
us wealth and plenty; both riches and honour come of the: 


And if we have hearts to do good with it, that alſo ſhould 
be aſcribed to him, who worketh in us to will and to do. Good 


deeds and generous actions ſhould not lead us to indulge 
pride and vanity, but all ſhould be aſcribed to God, the] 
_ tountain of good. Let us not glory i in riches, Seen 
: and ſtrength, but glory only in the Lord. 


5. A ſerious conſideration of the ſhortneſs ad. uncer- 
tainty of human life, ſhould excite us to every good work. 


v. 15. Our days are as a Shadow ; we are ſtrangers ;, have but 
a little time to ſerve God in; and ſhould therefore embrace} 
every opportunity, and every day be kind and bountiful to 


others. If any day hath paſſed without doing ſomething for 


. the glory of God and the good. of others, we ſhould fiy 


with 
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with an eaſtern monarch, I have loſt a day;' for we know 
wt what ſhall be on the morrow. So vain and tranſient is 
life ! The faſhion of this world paſſeth away; therefore let us 
make a good uſe of it, by being ready to diſtribute and wil. 
lug lo communicate, both in temporal and ſpiritual things. 
This will make our lives comfortable, and death happy. 
We ſhall give up our account with joy, and ve rewarded at the 
reſurretFion of the juſt. 

6. It is a great ſatisfaction to be able to appeal to God 
for the ſincerity of what we do. v. 17. No other ſacrifices 
re acceptable Let us enquire into ↄar aims ind motives 
that it is not to be ſeen of men, and to gain their ettzem ; 
but to glorify God, and to approve ourſelves in his ſight, 
Others may miſrepreſent our motives, and impute them to 
bad principle; but if we are conſcious of our integrity, 
that is enough. _ 

7. Whenever there is a good aiſpoſition 1 in the heart, it 
ſhould be our deſire and prayer that it be kept there. 
When we find this in our own hearts, let us pray, as v. 18. 
Lord, keep it there, that it be not loſt or weakened,  Alfo, 
when in the hearts of others, when we ſee relations and 
friends in a good mind, ſhowing good inclinations and de- 
fires, let us pray that God would keep them there; that 
they may not be loſt or weakened ; that he would eſtabliſh 
every good thought and deſign ; that nothing may remove 
or deftroy it; chat it be not like the morning cloud, or the early 
i, that ſoon paſſeth away. We learn once more, 4 

8. That pious parents are greatly concerned for their 
children's ſouls. David, amidſt all his joys, hopes, and 
expectations, was chiefly concerned about Solomon's piety, 

v. 19, that he ſhould have à perfect heart, He does not 
pray that God would make him a rich, great, and learned 
man; but an honeſt and holy man. That is the main 
king; without it, every thing elſe is but a ſnare and a 
curſe. This is the beſt bleſſing which can be ſought for oy 
our children; and God grant that ey: may all attain it. 
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3 3 governor in all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. 80 


But the ark of God had David brought up from Kir. 
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THE 


Second Book of CHRONICLES 


INTRODUCTION. 


T H Is Book chiefly relates what concerns the kingdom 6 6} 


Judah, with an mntermuture A 28 few paſſages concerning 


the kingdom * Ijraet. 


CHAPTER * 


ſolrren oſſering of Solomon at Gibeon ; his choice of wiſdom 


ts blefſed by God, wha adds to it riches and honour 3 his force 
ond wealth, 7 


N D Solomon the ſon of David was 3 
in his kingdom, and the Lok PD his God | was] 
with him and magnified him exceedingly. Then 
Solomon ſpake unto all Iſrael, to the captains of thou- 
ſands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to every 


Solomon, and all the congregation with him, went to 
the high place that [was] at Gibeon; for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Moſes 
the ſervant of the Lord had made in the wilderneſs. 


jath.- jearim to [the place which] David had prepared 
for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jeruſalem, 
5 Moreover the brazen altar, that Bezaleel the ſon of 
Uri, the ſon of Hur, had made, he put before the ta- 
bernacle of the LoRx D: and Solomon and the congre- 
6 gation ſought unto it. And Solomon went up thither 
to the brazen altar before the Lob, which was at the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and offered a thouſand 
| burnt offerings upon it. 

In that night did God appear unto Solomon: and 

8 faid unto e Aſk what I ſhall 9 thee, And Solo- 
mon 


10 


{1- 


12 


; 


16 


t 


II. CHRONICLES. 15 e e 
mon ſaid unto God, Thou haſt ſhowed great merey unto CO 


David my father, and haſt made me to reign in his 


9 ſtead. Now, O Lok p God, let thy promiſe unto Da- 
vid my father be eſtabliſhed : for thou haſt made me 


king over a people like the duſt of the earth in multi- 
Io tude. Give me now wiſdom and knowledge, that [ 


may go out and come in before this people : for who 


{1 can judge this thy people, [that i is ſo] great? And 


God ſaid to Solomon, Becauſe this was in thine heart, 


and thou haſt not aſked riches, wealth, or honour, nor 


| the life of thine enemies, neither yet haſt aſked lon 
life; but haſt aſked wiſdom and knowledge for thyſelf 
that thou mayeſt judge my people, over whom [I have 
12 made thee king: Wiſdom and knowledge [is] granted 


unto thee ; and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and 


| honour, ſuch as none of the kings have had that [have 
been! before thee, neither ſhall there any after thee 
have the lie. 

ö 3 Then Solomon came [from his journey] to the high 
place that [was] at Gibeon to Jeruſalem, from before 


the tabernacle of the congregation, and reigned over 


14 Iſrael. And Solomon gathered chariots and horſemen : 


and he had a thouſand and four hundred chariots, and 


twelve thouſand horſemen, which he placed in the cha- 


15 riot cities, and with the king at Jeruſalem. And the 
king made filver and gold at Jeruſalem [as plenteous] 
as ſtones, and cedar trees made he as the ſycamore 
16 trees that [are] in the vale for abundance. And Solo- 
mon had horſes brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: 


the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 


17 And they fetched up, and brought forth out of Egypt 


a chariot for ſix hundred [ſhekels] of ſilver, and an 
horſe for an hundred and fifty: and ſo brought they 
out [horſes] for all the kings of the Hittites, and for 


_ the Kings of rin, by their means, 


Rr3 _ CHAP. 
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E Ki A P. II. 


Solomon? s labourers for the building of the temple ; his m Sig - 


Huram; and Huram's kind anſwer, 
"YN: 


to hew in the mountain, and three thouſand and fix 
hundred to overſee them. 


3 And Solomon lent to Huram the king: of Ty yre, fay: 


„As thou didſt deal with David my father, and | 

Gia ſend him cedars to build him an houſe to dwell } 
4 therein, ſeven ſo deal with me.] Behold, I build an | 
houſe to the name of the Lok D my God, to dedicate | 


[it] to him, [and] to burn before him ſweet incenſe, 


and for the continual ſhew bread, and for the burnt | 
_ offerings morning and evening, on the ſabbaths, and | 
on the new moons, and on the ſolemn feaſts of the 


Lord our God. This [is an ordinance] for ever to 


5 Iſrael, And the houſe which I build [is] great: for 
6 great [is] our God above all gods. But who is able to 


build him an houſe, ſeeing the heaven and heaven of 
Heavens. cannot contain him? who [am] I then, that 


I ſhould build him an houſe, fave only to burn ſacri- 


7 fice before him ? Send me now therefore a man cunning 


to work in gold, and in filver, and in braſs, and in iron, 


and in purple, and in crimſon, and in blue, and that can 
ill to grave with the cunning men that [are] with me 


in Judah and in Jeruſalem, whom David my father did 

: g d provide. Send me alſo cedar trees, fir trees, and algum 
trees, out of Lebanon: for J know that thy ſervants] 
can ſki]l to cut timber in Lebanon; and, behold, wy! 
9 ſervants (ſhall be] with thy ſervants, Even to prepaie| 
mae timber in abundance : for the houſe which 1 zi 
10 about to build [ball be] wonderful great. And, be- 
hold, I will give to thy ſervants, the hewers that cut 


timber, twenty thouſand meaſures of beaten wheat, end 
| 5 tre; ents 


ND Solomon determined to build an houſe for 
the name of the Lord, and an houſe for his | 
2 B. And Solomon told out threeſcore and ten 
| thouſand men to bear burdens, and fourſcore thouſand | 


11 


12 


14 


15 
16 


F 


1 


Ti 
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twenty thouſand meaſures of barley, and twenty thou- 
ſand baths of wine, and twenty thouſand baths of oil. 
11 Then Huram the king of Tyre anſwered in writing, 


which he ſent to Solomon, Becauſe the Lorp hath 
| loved his people, he hath made thee king over them. 


12 Huram faid moreover, Bleſſed ſhe] the Loxp God of 
Iſrael, that made heaven and earth, who hath given to 


David the king a wiſe ſon, endued with prudence and 


underſtanding, that might build an houſe for the Logy, 
3 "and an houſe for his kingdom. And now I have ſent 


a cunning man, endued with underſtanding, of Huram 


14 my father's, The ſon of a woman of the daughters of 
Dan, and his father [was] a man of Tyre, {kilful to 
work in gold, and 1 in filver, in braſs, in Iron, in ſtone, 


and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, 


and in crimſon ; alſo to grave any manner of graving, 


and to find out every device which ſhall be put to him, 
with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of 
15 my lord David thy father. Now therefore the wheat, 


and the barley, the oil, and the wine, which my lord 


16 hath ſpoken of, let kim ſend unto his ſervants: And 
We will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou 
| ſhalt need: and we will bring it to thee in flotes by ſea 


to Joppa; and thou ſhalt carry it up to Jeruſalem. 


17 And rs numbered all the ſtrangers that [were] 
in the land of lirael, after the numbering wherewtth 


David his father had numbered them; and they were 


found an hundred and fifty thouſand and three thou- 
18 ſand and fix hundred. And he ſet threeſcore and ten 
_ thouſand of them [to be] bearers of burdens, and four- 


| ſcore thouſand [to be] hewers in the mountain, and 


three thouſand and fix hundred overſeers to ſet the 


People a a work, 


EHAP. Ml. 
7 he ſituation of the temple, and the time it was 3 %, 


meaſure and ornaments of the e and a deſcription of the 
_ Cherubims, 
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ww II. CHRONICLES. III. | 
H EN Solomon began to build the houſe of the 


Lorp at Jeruſalem in mount Moriah, Where 
[the Logp] appeared unto David his father, in the 
place that David had prepared in the threſhing floor of 


2 Ornan the Jebuſite. And he began to build in the 


ſecond [day] of the ſecond month, in the fourth year 
of his rein. 
3 Now theſe [are the things wherein] Solomon was in- 
ſtructed for the building of the houſe of God. The 


length by cubits after the firſt meaſure [was] threeſcore 


4 cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits And the porch 
that [vas] in the front [of the houſe, ] the ek [ of 
it was] according to the breadth of the houſe, twenty 
cubits, and the height [was] an hundred and twenty; 


5 and he overlaid it within with pure gold. And the | 
greater houſe he ceiled with fir tree, which he overlaid | 


with fine gold, and ſet thereon palm trees and chains. 


6 And he garniſhed the houſe with precious ſtones fot 
7 beauty: and the gold [was] gold of Parvaim. He 


overlaid alſo the houſe, the beams, the poſts, and the 
walls thereof, and the doors thereof, with e 3 and 
„ graved cherubims on the walls. 
8 And he made the moſt holy Wende; th n length where- 
of [was] according to the breadth of the houſe, twenty 
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits : and he 


____ overlaid it with fine gold, eee ] to fix hundred 
9 talents, And the weight o 


the nails | was] fifty thekels 
of gold. And he overlaid the upper chambers with 


10 gold. And in the moſt holy houſe he made two cheru- 
11. bims of image work, and overlaid them with gold. And 


the wings of the cherubims [were] twenty cubits long: 
one wing [of the one cherub was] five cubits, reaching 


to the wall of the houſe: and the other wing | was like 


wiſe] five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other 


12 cherub, And [one] wing of the other cherub [was] 


five cubits, reaching to the wall of the houſe: and the 
bother wing [was!] five cubits [alſo, 11 joining to the u ing 
13 of the other cherub. The wings of theſe cherubime 


ſpread themſelves forth twenty cubits: and the; 7 flood | 


on their feet, and their faces | were} inward, 


14 And | 


16 


17 


Fi 
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14 And he made the vail [of] blue, and purple, and 
crimſon, and fine linen, and wrought cherubims thereon. 
15 Alſo he made before the houſe two pillars of thirty 
and five cubits high, and the chapiter that [was] on the 

16 top of each of them [was] five cubits. And he made 
chains, [as] in the oracle, and put [them] on the heads 
of the pillars; and made an hundred pomegranates, 

17 and put them] on the chains. And he reared up the 
Pillars before the temple, one on the right hand, and 
the other on the left; and called the name of that on 

the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the lett 
Boaz, 


" CHAP, Iv. 
4 deſeription of the braz-n altar, and the molten 6 ; the ten 


laver's, the candleſticts, the tables, and the dame of : 
© 


Y TCREOVE R he de an altar of 18 twenty 
cubits the length thereof, and twenty cubits 


e the i thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof. 
2 Alſo he made a molten ſea of ten cubits from brim to 


brim, round in compa(ls, and five cubits the height 


thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compals i it round _ 
3 about. And under it [was] the fimilitude of oxen, 


which did compaſs it round about: ten in a cubit, com- 


paſſing the fea round about. TWO rows of oxen [were] ”— 
4 caſt, when it was caſt, It ſtood upon twelve oxen, three 


looking toward the north, and three looking toward : 


” the weſt, and three looking toward the ſouth, and three 


looking toward the eaſt: and the ſea [was ſet] above 


upon them, and all their hinder parts [were] inward. 


5 and the thickneſs of it [was] an hand breadth, and the 


brim of it like the work of the brim of a cup, with 
flowers of lilies ; ; [and] it received and held three thou - 
6 ſand baths. He made alſo ten lavers, and put five on 
the right hand, and five on the left, to waſh in them: 
ſuch things as ey. offered tor the burnt offering they 
2 7 8 waſhed. 
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waſhed in them; but the ſea [was] for the prieſts to 
waſh in. And he made ten candleſticks of gold ac. 
cording to their form, and ſet them] in the temple, 


five on the right hand, and five on the left. He made | 
alſo ten tables, and placed [them] in the temple, five 


on the right ſide, and five on the left. And he made 
an hundred baſons of gold. Furthermore he made the 
court of the prieſts, and the great court, and doors for 


the court, and overlaid the doors of them with braſs, | 
And he ſet the ſea on the right ſide of the eaſt end, 


overagainſt the ſouth. 
And Huram made the pots, ond the ſhovels, and 


the baſons, And Huram finiſhed the work that he _ 


dan [which were] on the top of the two pillars, and the 


1275 13 


3 make for king Solomon for the houſe of God; 


it,] the two pillars, and the pommels, and the 55 


two wreaths to cover the two pommels of the chapiters 


which [were] on the top of the pillars; And four hun- 


dred pomegranates on the two wreaths; two rous of 


14 
15 16 baſes; One ſea, and twelve oxen under it. The 


E on each wreath, to cover the two pom. 


mels of the chapiters which [were] upon the pillars, 
He made alſo baſes, and lavers made he upon the 


pots alſo, and the ſhovels, and the fleſh hooks, and 


all their inſtruments, did Huram his father make to 


20 


GS 


king Solomon for the houſe of the Lokb of bright 
braſs, In the plain of Jordan did the king caſt them, 


in the clay ground between Succoth and Zeredathah. | 


Thus Solomon made all theſe veſſels in great abund- 


aäkance: for the weight of the braſs could not be found | 
„ 

+ the houſe of God, the golden altar alſo, and the tables 
whereon the ſhew bread [was ſet ;] Moreover the can- 
dlleſticks with their lamps, that they ſhould burn ater 
the manner before the oracle, of pure gold ; And the 


out. And Solomon made all the veſſels that [were for] 


flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs [made he of 
gold, [and] that perfect gold; And the ſnuffers, and 
the beſons, and the ſpoons, 1 the cenſers, of] pure 
gold: and the entry of the houſe, the inner doors } 
thereof for the moſt holy ¶ place,] and the doors of che f 
houſe of the aper [were ot] geld. 


II. CHRONICLES. v. Obs 


CHAP bs 1 


The dedicated treaſures are depoſited in the temple ;, the ringing 
up of the ark of the covenunt into the moſt holy place; while 
God is praiſed, he gives them a ſign of his favour. 


HUS all the work that Solomon made for the 
& houſe of the Log p was finiſhed : and Solomon 
brought in [all] the things that David his father had 
dedicated; and the ſilver, and the gold, and all the in- 
ſtruments, put he among the treaſures of the houſe ot”: 
God. . 

2 Then Solomon aſſembled the ders of Iſrael, "and 
all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of 
the children of ſrael, unto Jeruſalem, to bring up the 
ark of the covenant of the Logp ou: of the city of Da- 

3 vid, which [is] Zion. Wherefore all the men of Iſrael 

aſſembled themſelves unto the king in the feaſt which 

4 [was] in the ſeventh month. And all the elders of 

5 Iſrael came; and the Levites took up the ark. And 

" brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of the con- 

gregation, and all the holy veſſels that [were] in the 

tabernacle, theſe did the prieſts [and] the Levites bring 
6 up. Alſo king Solomon, and all the congregation of | 


Iſrael that were aſſembled unto him before the ark, 


- Gerificed ſheep and oxen, which could not be told nor 
7 numbered for multitude. And the prieſts brought in 
the ark of the covenant of the Loxp unto his place, to 
the oracle of the houſe, into the moſt holy [place, 
8 even] under the wings of the cherubims. For the che- 
rubims ſpread forth | their} wings over the place of the 
ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the ſtaves 
9 thereof above. And they drew out the ſtaves [of the 
ark, ] that the ends of the ſtaves were ſeen from the 
ark before the oracle; but they were not ſeen without. 
10 And there it is unto this day. [There was] nothing in 
the ark ſave the two tables which Moſes put therein! 
at Horeb, when the Logp made [a covenant] with the 
children of lirael, when they came out of E SYPt- 
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11 And it came to paſs. when the prieſts were come out 


of the holy [place :] (for all the prieſts [that were] pre. 


ſent were ſanctified, and] did not | then] wait by courſe: 

12 Alſo the Levites (which were] the fingers, all of them 
of Aſaph, of Iceman, of Jeduthun, "with their ſons, 
and their brethren, [being] arrayed in white linen, 
having cymbals and pſalteries and harps, ſtood at the 


eaſt end of the altar, and with them an hundred and 


13 twenty prieſts ſounding with trumpets :) It came even 


to paſs, as the trumpeters and fingers [were] as one, 


to make one ſound to be heard in praiſing and thanking 
the Lord ; and when they lifted up [their] voice with 
the trumpets and cymbals and inſtruments of muſick, 
and praiſed the Los, [| ſaying,!] For [he 1s] good; 


for his mercy [endureth] for ever: that [then | the 


houſe was filled with a cloud, [even] the houſe of the 
14 Lok p; So that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſter 


buy reaſon of the cloud: for the glory of the Lonp 1 ac 


filled the houſe of God. 


CHAP. vi 


1 having bleſſed the people, praijſeth God for the Befr. 


ance of his promiſe to David concerning the building of the 


hoy ez and his prayer at the conſecration of the temple. 


Cz HEN ſaid Solomon, The Lord hath Kad 
- 4 65 that he would dwell in the thick darkneſs. But 


1 have built an houſe of habitation for thee, and a place 


; 3 for thy dwelling for ever. And the king turned his 


face, and bleſſed the whole congregation of Iſrael: and 


4 all the congregation of Iſrael ſtood. And he faid, 


Bleſſed [be] the Logp God of Iſrael, who hath with 
bis hands fulfilled that] which he ſpake with his mouth 


z to my father David, ſaying, Since the day that ! 


brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt! 
choſe no city among all the tribes of Iſrael to build an 


Houſe in, that my name might be there; neither cho 
6 ] any man to be a ruler over my people Iſrael: But! 
| He . | 8 | have 


SSI 
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have choſen Jeruſalem, that my name might be there; 
and have choſen David to be over my people lſrael, 

7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build 
$ an houſe for the name of the Load God of Iſrael. But 
the Lorp ſaid to David my father, Foraſmuch as it 
was in thine heart to build an houte for my name, thou 
9 didſt well in that it was in thine' heart: Notwithſtanding 
thou ſhalt not build the houſe; but thy fon which 
| ſhall come forth out of thy loins, he ſhall build the 
10 houſe for my name. The Loxp therefore hath per- 


a his word that he hath ſpoken: for I am riſen 
in the room of David my father, and am ſet on the 


Fu of Iſrael, as the Lorp promiſed, and have built 
the houſe for the name of the LoRD God of Iſrael. : 
11 And in it I have put the ark, wherein [is] the cove- 


nant of the Loxb, that he made with the children of 


Iſrael. 


12 And be ſtood before the altar of the Lon in the 


preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, and ſpread 
12 forth his hands: For Solomon had made a brazen 


ſcaffold, of five cubits long, and ſive cubits broad, and 


three cubits high, and had ſet it in the midſt of the 
court: and upon it he ſtood, and kneeled down upon 


his knees before all the congregation of Iſrael, and 

14 ſpread forth his hands toward heaven, And laid, O 
LoRD God of Iſrael, there is] no God like thee in the 
heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeſt covenant, and 

[I [ſhoweſt] mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk before . 

15 thee with all their hearts: Thou which h aſt kept with 


thy ſervant David my father that which thou haſt pro- 


miſed him: and ſpakeſt with thy meu and haſt ful- . 
16 filled [it] with thine hand, as [it is] this day, Now. 
therefore, O LoD God of iff acl, kecp with thy ſervant 
David my father that which thou haſt promited him, 
tay ying, There inal] not fail thee a man in my fight to 
fit upon the throne of Iſrael; yet ſo that thy children 
take heed to their way to oY in my Jaw, as thou halt 
17 walked before me. Now then, O LORD God of Iſrael, 
let thy word be verified, which thou haſt ſpoken unto 
18 25 ſervant David. But will God in . deed dwell 
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with men on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven 


19 


of heavens cannot contain thee; how much leſs this 
houſe which I have built! Have reſpect therefore to the 


prayer of thy ſervant, and to his ſupplication, O Loy 


my God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer which 
thy ſervant prayeth before thee : That thine eyes may 
be open upon this houſe day and night, upon the place 


whereof thou haſt ſaid that thou wouldſt put thy name 


there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy ſervant 


prayeth toward this place, Hearken therefore unto 


the ſupplications of thy ſervant, and of thy people I. 


rael, which they ſhall make toward this place: hear 
thou from thy dwelling place, [even] from heaven; 
and when thou heareſt, forgive. 


22 
laid upon him to make him ſwear, and the oath come 


If a man fin againſt his neighbour, and an oath be 


before thine altar in this houſe ; Then hear thou from 


heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants, by requiting 
the wicked, by recompenſing his way upon his own 


. 4 
rael, and bring them again unto the land which chou 


26 


head; and by juſtifying the righteous; by giving him 
3 to his righteouſneſs. 


And if thy people Ifrael be put to the worle befor 


” hs enemy, becaule they have ſinned againſt thee ; and 


ſhall return and confeſs thy name, and pray and make 


ſupplication before thee in this houſe ; Then hear thou 


from the heavens, and forgive the fin of thy people If- 


gaveſt to them and to their fathers. 
When the heaven is ſhut up, and there is no ) rain, 
becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; [yet] if they 


pray toward this place, and confeſs thy name, and 
— 


turn from their fin, when thou doſt afflict them: Then 


hear thou from heaven, and forgive the ſin of thy ſer- 


vants, and of thy people Iſrael, when thou haſt taught 
them the good way, wherein they ſhould walk; and 


ſend rain upon thy land, which thou haſt given unto 
thy people for an inheritance. 


if there be blaſting, or mildew, locuſts, or caterpillers ; 


\t there be dearth in the land, if 3 be peſtilence, 


if their enemies beliege them in the cities of their 


and; 


9 


30 


32 


33 
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land; whatſoever ſore, or whatſoever ſickneſs ſthere 
29 be: Then] what prayer [or] what ſupplication fozver 
ſhall be made of any man, or of all thy people Iſrael, 


when every one ſhall know his own fore and his own 
grief, and hall ſpread forth his hands in this houſe: 


zo Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and 


forgive, and render unto every man according unto all 
his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt ; (for thou only 


11 knowelt the hearts of the children of men:) That they 
may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, ſo long as they 


live! in the land which thou gaveſt unto our fathers. 


12 Moreover co necrning the ſtranger, which is not of 
thy people Iirac!, but is come from a far country for 


thy great namc's ſake, and thy mighty hand, and thy 
| ſtretched out arm; if they come and pray in this houſe ; 
33 Then hear thou from the heavens, Leven] from thy 
| dwelling place, and do according to all that the ſtranger 
calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may 
know thy name and fear thee, as [doth] thy people 


Iſrael, and may know that this houſe which 1 have 


built is called by thy name. 


1 Ik thy people go out to war againſt their enemies by 


the way that thou ſhalt ſend them, and they pray unto 
thee toward this city which thou haſt choſen, and the 


15 houſe which I have built for thy name; Then hear 


thou from the heavens their prayer and their pplics 
tion, and maintain their cauſe, 
P 1f they fin againſt thee, (for [there 11 no man which 


ſinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and de- 


liver them over before their] enemies, and they carry 


7 them away captives unto a land far off or near; Yet 


[if] they bethink themſelves 1n the land whither they 


are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the 
land of their captivity, ſaying, We have finned, we 
38 have done amiſs, and have dealt wickedly : If they re- 


turn to thee with all their heart and with all their foul 


in the land of their captivity, whither they have carried 
them captives, and prey toward their land, which thou 
gaveſt unto their fathers, and 1 the city which 
thou hail choſen, and toward the houſe which I have 
| -—punt- 


— — 
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39 built for thy name: Then hear thou from the heavens, 
[even] from thy dwelling place, their prayer and thei 
ſupplications, and maintain their cauſe, and forgiye 

thy people which have ſinned againſt thee, 

40 Now, my God, let, I beſeech thee, thine eyes be 

open, and [let] thine ears [be] attent unto the prayer 

41 {that is made] in this place. Now therefore ariſe, O 

Logp God, into thy reſting place, thou, and the ark 

of thy ſtren gth: let thy prieſts, O Lozp God, be cloth. 

ed with falvation, and let thy ſaints rejoice in good. 

42 neſs, O Lon God, turn not away the face of thine 

anointed: remember the mercies of David thy ſervant, 


— . 2 - = 


CHAP. vi. 


E he acceptance of Solomon's prayer tefified by fre from 1 80 


* which the people 1 Cod; and en . at 
the dedicabion. 


O W when Solomon had was an u end of pray: 

7 ing, the fire came down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed the burnt offering and the ſacrifices; and the 
2 glory of the Lozy filled the houſe. And the prieſts 
could not enter into the houſe of the Logv, becauſe the 
3 glory of the Lox p had filled the Lory's houſe. And 
when all the children of Iſrael ſaw how the fire came 
' down, and the glory of the Logp upon the houſe, they 
| bowed themſelves with their faces to the ground upon 

. the pavement, and worſhipped, and praiſed the Loꝝb, 
saying, ] For [he 1s] good; for his mercy [endureth] 


for ever. 


Then the king and all the Rel offered ſacrifices 


2 8 — 


: before the Lok D. And king Solomon offered a ſacri- . 


fice of twenty and two thouſand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thouſand ſheep : ſo the king and all the 
b 6 people dedicated the houſe of God. And the prieſts 
| waited on their offices: the Levites alſo with inſtru- 
ments of muſick of the Loxp, which David the king 
bad ade: to praiſe the Lonp, becauſe his mercy by 
duyet, 
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dureth] for ever, when David praiſed by their miniſ- 
try; and the prieſts ſounded trumpets before them, and 
all Iſrael ſtood. Moreover Solomon hallowed the mid- 
dle of the court that [was] before the houſe of the 
LorD : for there he offered burnt offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings, becauſe the brazen altar 
which Solomon had made was not able to receive the 
burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 
3 Alfo at the ſame time Solomon kept the feaſt ſeven 
days, and all Iſrael with him, a very great congrega- 
tion, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of 
q Egypt. And in the eighth day they made a ſolemn _ 
aſſembly : for they kept the dedication of the altar 
jo ſeven days, and the feaſt ſeven days. And on the three 
and twentieth day of the ſeventh month he ſent the 
people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart 
for the goodneſs that the LoxD had ſhowed unto Da- 
11 vid, and to Solomon, and to Iſrael his people. Thus 
Sabo finiſhed the houſe of the Loxp, and the 
| king's houſe: and all that came into Solomon's heart 
to make in the houſe of the Lonp, and in his o] 
| 0G, he proſperouſly effected. | 5 
And the Loxp appeared to Solomon, by . 5 : 
ad unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
13 choſen this place to myſelf for an houſe of ſacrifice, If 
I ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I com- 
mand the locuſts to devour the land, or if 1 ſend peſti- 
ls lence among my people; If my people which are call- 
ed by my name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
5 fin, and will heal their land. Now mine eyes ſhall be 
open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer [that is 
16 made] in this place. For now have I choſen and ſanc- _ 
tified this houſe, that my name may be there for ever: 
and mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be there perpetually. 


7 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David : 


thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and ſhalt obſerve my ſtatutes and my 
is judgments 3 Then will I ſtabliſh the throne of thy 
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kingdom, according as [ have covenanted with Dari, i 


thy father, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a man [to 


15 


be] ruler in Iſrael. 


But if ye turn away and forſal; 9 


my ſtatutes and my commandments, which I have fe 


before you, and ſhall go and ſerve other gods, and wor. 


20 


21 


22 


and worſhipped them, and ſerved. them: therefore 
hath he brought all this evil upon them. 


ſhip them; Then will I pluck them up by the roo! 
out of my land which I have given them; and tl; 
houſe which I have ſanctified for my name, will I ca; 
out of my ſight, and will make it [to be] a proverb, 
and a by-word among all nations. And this hou!: 
which is high, ſhall be an aſtoniſhment to every ons 
that paſſeth by it; ſo that he ſhall ſay, Why hath the 
Lozp done thus unto this land, and unto this houl-! 
And it ſhall be anſwered, Becauſe they forſook the 
Lorp God of their fathers.” which brought them forth 
out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, 


10 


12 


13 


4 


5 the chariot cities, and the cities of the dort en, and 
all that Solomon deſired to build in Jeruſalem, and in 


. 


ram had reſtored to Solomon, Solomon built them, 
and cauſed the children of Iſrael to dwell there. And 


Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon the nether, 
fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars; And Bal 


CHAP. vu. 


account of Solomon 5 buildings: ; the remnants 67 the Hittitts 
Sc. made tributaries : ; and Solomon 5 yearly ſacrifices, 


A ND it came to paſs at the end of twenty years, 
"k wherein Solomon had built the houſe of the 
$519 and his own houſe, That the cities which Hu- 


14 


e went to Hamath-zobah, and prevailed againk : 
And he built Tadmor in the wilderneſs, and all the 


fore cities, which he built in Hamath. Alſo he built : 
10 


ath, and all the ſtore cities that Solomon had, and all 


Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his dominio!. 
[A bee] all the people [that were] left of the Hit: 


ttltes, 
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ties, and the Amo: tes, and the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebuſites, waich were not of Iſrael, 
$ [But] of their children who were left after them in the 
land, whom the children of Iſrael conſumed not, them 
9 did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day, But 


for his work; but they [were] men of war, and chief 
of his captains, and captains of his chariots and horſe. - 
10 men. And theſe [were] the chief of king Solomon's 
officers, [even] two hundred and fifty, that bare rule 


ohe over the people. 
the it And Solomon beouglit up the dauphter of Pharaoh 7 
out of the city of David unto the houſe that he had 


tae built for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall not dwell in 
"Ol the houſe of David king of Iſrael, becauſe [the places 
wy Bo holy, whereunto the ark of the Lok hath come. 
01:8 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the 
DT es on the altar of the Loxp, which he had built 
13 before the porch, Even after a certain rate every day, 
offering according to the commandment of Moſes, on 


„ 


of the children of Iſrael did Solomon make no ſervants 


the ſabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the folem 


| feaſts, three times in the year, [even] in the feaſt of 


unleavened bread, and in the feaſt of Weeks, and 1 in the 5 
feaſt of tabernacles. 
* And he appointed according to the order of David 


his father, the courſes of the prieſts to their ſervice, 


its 


ars, 


the and the Levites to their charges, to praiſe and minifter 
Jus before the prieſts, as the duty of every day required: | 
CY the porters alſo by their courſes at every gate: for ſo _ 
\nd 15 r David the man of God commanded, And they 
int departed not from the commandment of the king unto 
the -— 2h8- prieſts and Levites 8 oy Oy” or con- 5 
rn cerning the treaſures. 1 
1 16 Now all the work of Solomon was prepared vat the . 


day of the foundation of the houſe of the Logp, and 
until it was finiſhed, [89] the houſe of the Lon Was 
_ perfected, 5 
5 17 Then went . to Ezion- geber, and to Eloth, 8 
© þ 10 at the ſea ſide in the land of Edom. And Huram ſent 
5 him by the hands of his ſervants Are and ant | 
1. N 8 Mao: that . 


all 
and 
in 
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$ Bleſſed be the Lorp thy God, which delighted in thee 


that had knowledge of the ſea; and they went with the 
ſervants of Solomon to Ophir, and took thence four 


hundred and fifty talents of E and e 8 zem! 


to ng Solomon. | 


* L 


* 
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CHAP. IX. 


2 he een of Sheba's viſit to Solomon; her adniration of hy 
Wi/aom and an account of his riches and death. 


N when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 

of Solomon, ſhe came to prove Solomon with 

| hard queſtions at Jeruſalem, with a very great company, 
and camels that bare ſpices, and gold in abundance, 
and precious ſtones : and when ſhe was come to Solo- 
mon, ſhe communed with him of all that was in her 
2 heart. And Solomon told her all her queſtions: and 


there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her 
3 not. And when the queen of Sheba had ſeen th: 


wiſdom of Solomon, and the houſe that he had built, 
4 And the meat of his table, and the fitting of his for 
 vants, his cupbearers alſo, and their apparel, and the 
attendance of his miniſters, and their apparel ; and 
his aſcent by which he went up into the houſe of 
5 the Loy; there was no more ſpirit in her. And ſhe 
aid to the king, [It was] a true report which I heard 
in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wiſdom: 
0 Howbeit I believed not their words, until J came, and 
mine eyes had ſeen [it:] and behold the one half of 
the greatneſs of thy wiſdom was not told me: [for] 
thou exceedeſt the fame that I heard. Happy [are] 
thy men, and happy [are] theſe thy Gros. which 
ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy wiſdom. 


ME 


do ſet thee on his throne, [to be] king for the Lon“ 
thy God: hecauſe thy God loved Iſrael, to eſtabliſh 
them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them 


9 to do judgment and juſtice. And ſhe gave the king an 


hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of ſpices great 


; abundance, and precious ſtones : neither was there A 
ach 
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ſuch ſpice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon. 
10 And the ſervants alſo of Huram, and the ſervants of 
Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought 
11 algum trees and precious ſtones. And the king made 


_ [of ] the algum trees terraces to the houſe of the Lord: --: 


and to the king's palace, and harps and pſalteries for 


| fingers: and there were none ſuch ſeen before in the 


12 land of Judah. And king Solomon gave to the queen 
of Sheba all her deſire, whatſoever ſhe aſked, beſides 
[that] which ſhe had brought unto the king. So ſhe 
turned, and went away to her own land, the and her 
ſervants, : 

13 Now the weight of cold: that came to Salomon in one 

year was fix hundred and threeſcore and fix talents of 


[4 gold: Beſides [that which] chapmen and merchants 


brought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors | 
of the country brought gold and filver to Solomon. 
15 And king Solomon made two hundred targets [of! 
beaten gold: fix hundred [ſhekels] of beaten gold 
16 went to one target. And three hundred ſhields [made 
he of ] beaten gold: three hundred [ſhekels] of gold 
went to one ſhield, And the king put them in the 
7 houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon. Moreover the king ; 


made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure 


18 gold. And [there were] ſix ſteps to the throne, with a 


footſtool of gold, [which were] faſtened to the throne, 
and ſtays on each fide of the fitting place, and two lions 
19 ſtanding by the ſtays: And twelve lions ſtood there on 
the one fide and on the other upon the fx ſteps. There 
20 was not the like made in any kingdom. And all the 


drinking veſſels of king Solomon | were of] gold and all ” 


the veſſels of the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon [were 
of] pure gold: none [were of] ſilver; it was {not} any 
21 thing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For ne 
e s ſhips went to Tarſhiſh with the ſervants of Hu- 


ram: every three years once came the ſhips of Tar- 


thi bringing gold, and filver, ivory, and apes, and 
22 peacocks. And king Solomon paſſed all the kings of 
23 the earth in riches and wiſdom. And all the kings of 
the carth fought the OS of Solomon, t to hear his 

— ” 42. 3 _ _ wiſdom, | 
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27 der of Egypt. And the king made filver in Jeralx 


28 And they brought unto Solomon horſes out of ! py; 


5 5 


: 2 And it came to paſs, when Jeroboam the fon of 3c! 
who [was] in Egypt, whither he had fled from 4 
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24 wiſdom, that God had put in his heart. And they 


brought every man his preſent, veſſels of filver ind 
veſſels of gold, and raiment, harneſs, and ſpices, hor 

25 and mules, a rate year by year. And S8 1 

four thouſand ſtalls for horſes and chariots, and ⁷¼ν⁰]ie 

thouſand horſemen; whom he beſtowed in the che, t. 
Cities, and with the king at Jeruſalem. 
26 And he reigned over all the kings from the 

even unto the land of the Philiſtines, and to the bor. 


lem as ones, and cedar-trees made he as the 
more trees that [are] in the low plains in abn marie 


and out of all lands. OS 
29 Now the reſt of the acts of Solomon, firſt and 4 


[arc] they not written in the book of Nathan thel 


prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilanite, 
and in the viſions of Iddo the ſeer againſt ee m 
30 the ſon of Nebat? And Solomon reigned in Jer 
31 lem over all Iſrael forty years. And Solomon {lent 
: vith his fathers, s, and he was buried in the city of Day: ] 
his father! and Rehoboam his lon reigned ii in his flew d. 


— - « : y : « . — — — — 


EM x. Ee 
| Relabnamn, & real ng the old men's counſel, cab the te 
: tribes to revolt; at which he fleath. 


N 5 Rehoboam went to Shechem: : hy to She 
chem were all Iſrael come to make him kin; 


$1 
8 
At 


preſence of Solomon the king, heard { (it, ] that fers 
z boam returned out of Egypt. "had. they ſent an 
called him. So Jeroboam and all Iſrael came ant 


> ſpake to Rehoboam, faying, Thy father made Ol 


Yoke grievous; now therefore eaſe thou fomewhat th 


grievous ſervitude of thy father, and his heavy you 
5 that he put upon us, and we will ſerve thee, And 


10 


I 


12 


6 


the old men gave him, and took counſel with the 
young men that were brought up with him, that ſtood 
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aid unto them, Come again unto me after thres e days. 
And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam took ound with the old 
men that had ſtood before Solomon his father while 
he yet lived, ſaying, What counſel give ye [me] to 


return anſwer to this people? And they ſpake unto 
him, ſaying, if thou be kind to this people, and pleaſe 
them, and ſpeak good words to them, they will be 


thy ſervants for ever. But he forſook the counſel which 


before him. And he ſaid unto them, What advice 


give ye that we may return anſwer to this people, 


10 


which have ſpoken to me, ſaying, Kaſe ſomewhat the 


yoke that thy father did put upon us? And the young 
men that were 8 up with him ſpake unto him, 


| ſaying, Thus ſhalt t 5 thou anſwer the people that ſake 35 
unto thee, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, 


15 but make thou [it] ſomewhat lighter for us; thus ſhalt _ 
thou ſay unto them, My littie | #1 inger] mall be thicker 2 
than my father's loins, For whereas my father put a 


11 


heavy yoke upon you, 1 will 175 mort to your yoke : 


my father chaſtiſed you with whips, but I [will chaſtiſe 


14 


you] with ſcorpions. 80 Jeroboam and all the people | 
came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, 
13 


ſaying, Come again to me on the third day. And the 


king anſwered them roughly; and king Rehoboam 


forſook the counſel of the old men, And anſwered 


them after the advice of the young men, ſaying, My | 


father made your yoke heavy, but 1 will add thereto: 
my father chaſtiſed you with whips, but I [will chaſtiſe 

you] with ſcorpions. So the king hearkened not unto 
the people: for the cauſe was of God, that the Lomp 


might perform his word, which he ſpake by the hand 


PR. 


of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 


And when all Iſrael [ſaw] that the king would not 


hearken unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſay- 
ing, What portion have we in David? and [we have] 


none inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: every man to your 
tents, O Iirael: [and] now, David, (ce to thine own 


_— 1 5 houſe. 
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"29 ane 85 all Iſrael went to their tents. But [as for, 
the children of Iſrael that dwelt in the cities of Jud ah, 
18 Rehoboam reigned over them. Then king Rehobonm 
ſent Hadoram that [was] over the tribute; and the 
children of Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones, that he dic. 

But king Rehoboam made ſpeed to get him u 


13 
14 l 


" Ko” 


a oi 

; x9 [his] chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem. And Iſrael rebelled l 

| _ the houſe of David unto On voy. 16 

0 5 = 5 — 

| | Rehoboam rail ing. an arny to 1 de Tiradl, 7s s forbidden by 4 Fe 

ö 5 _ prophet Shemazat : an account LE ans s WIVES an "6 19 
een, | | 
85 * A ND when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he 


gathered of the houſe of Judah and Benjamin an 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen ſ men, ] which 
____ were warriors, to fight againſt. iſrael, that he might 
5 2 > the kingdom again to Rehoboam. But the word] 
of the Lonp came to Shemaiah the man of God, fay- 
3 ing, Speak unto Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, king 
of Judah, and to all Iſrael in Judah and Benjamin 
4 ſaying, Thus faith the Loo, ye ſhall not go up, nor 
__ fight againſt your brethren : return every man to his 
_ houſe: for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed 
the words of the 8 and returned from going 
againſt Jeroboam. 
„ And Rehoboam dwelt in 1 and built cities 
: 8 for defence in Judah. He built even Beth-lehem, and 
7 Etam, and Tekoa, And Berh-zur, and Shoco, and 
8 9 Adullam, And Gath, and Mereſhah, and Ziph, 5 
10 Adoraim, and Lachiſh, and Azekah, And Lorah, and 
Aijalon, and Hebron, which [are] in Judah, and in 
11 Benjamin fenced cities. And he fortified the ſtrong MI 
holds, and put captains in them, and ſtore of victual, Ml * 
12 and of oil and wine. And in every ſeveral city (he 
put! ſhields and ſpears, and made them exceeding 
8 having 2 and Benjamin on his ſide. 


| 13 And] 


21 


* 
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13 And che prieſts and the Levites that [were] in all 
14 Iſrael reſorted to him out of all their coaſts. For the _ 
| Levites left their ſuburbs and their poſſeſſion, and 
came to Judah and Jeruſalem : for Jeroboam and his 
| ſons had caſt them off from executing the prieſt's office 
15 unto the LoRD: And he ordained him prieſts for the 
high places, and for the devils, and for the calves _ 
16 which he had made. And after them out of all the _ 
tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as ſet their hearts to ſeek the LORD 
God of Iſrael came to Jeruſalem, to ſacrifice unto the 
„ Lozn God of their fathers. So they ſtrengthened the 
kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the ſon of 
| Solomon ſtrong g, three years: for three years they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon. | 
18 And Renoboam took him Mahalath the daughter of 
Jerimoth the ſon of David to wife, ſand] Abihail the = 
19 daughter of Eliab the fon of Jeſſe; Which bare him 
20 children; Jeuſh, and Shamariah, and Zaham. „ 
atter her he took Maachah the daughter of Abſalom; 
which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, and 
21 Shelomith. And Rehoboam loved Mzachah the daughj- 
ter of Abialom above all his wives and his concubines: _ 
(for he took eighteen wives, and threeſcore concubines; 
and begat twenty and eight ſons, and threeſcore daugh- 
22 ters.) And Rehoboam made Abijah the ſon of Ma- 
achah the chief, [to be] ruler among his brethren : for 
23 [he thought] to make him king. And he dealt wiſely, 


and diſperſed of all his children throughout all the _ 


countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced 
city: and he gave them Victual 3 in abundance. And he 5 
deſired many wives. F 


5 CHAP. XII. 5 
"ER ki Gd. is puniſhed by Shihak's invaſi fon an 


a4 gỹ4count of Reſioboam's reign and death, 


1 / ND it came to paſs, when Rehoboam had: e. 

ſtabliſhed the kingdom, and had ſtrengthened 

Fe, he forſook the law of the . and all Iſrael 
with 
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2 with him. And it came to paſs, [that] in he. fit | 
year of king Rehoboam Shiſhak king of Egypt came 
up againſt Jeruſalem, becauſe they "had tranſgreſſos 


lied 


3 againſt the Logp, With twelve hundred chariots, a: Ml 14 
threeſcore thouſind horſemen : and the people [ were) 
without number that came with him out of Egypt; the 
4 Lubims, the Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. And he 


Y took the fenced cities which | mage. to Jaca 


15 ai 10 
'' came to Jeruſalem. TT 16 
i 5 Then oo Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboun 
| and ſto] the princes of Judah, that were gathered to. 
0 gether to Jeruſalem becauſe of Shiſhak, and faid unte 
jd them, Thus faith the Lok, Ye have forſaken me, and 
1} tlprefare have I alſo left you in the hand of Shiſhak, 
=: 6 Whereupon the princes of Iſrael, and the king, hun. 
= bled themſelves; and they faid, Ihe LORD [is] righ- F 
3 7 teous. And when the LORD ſaw that they humble“ 
= - ' themſelves, the word of the Loxp came to Shemaiah, MI 
3 ſaying, They have humbled themſelves, Caveat 
= will not deſtroy them, but I will grant them ſome d 
1 llliverance; and my wrath ſhall not be poured out upon 
IN. fexuſalem by the hand of Shiſhak. Nevertheleſs they 


ſhall be his ſervants; that they may know my ſervice, 
9 and the ſervice of the kingdoms of the countries. 80 
| Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt Jeruſalem, and 
took away the treaſures of the houſe of the LORD, and 
the treaſures of the king's houſe; he took all: he car- 
tried away alſo the ſhields of gold which Solomon had 
10 made, Inſtead of which king Rehoboam made ſhields 
| of braſs, and committed [them] to the hands of the 
chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the kin:'s | 
11 houſe, And when the king entered into the houſc of 
the Lorp, the guard came and fetched them, and | 
12 brought them again into the guard chamber. And 
wWwphen he humbled himſelf, the wrath of the Lokv| 
turned from him, that he would not deſtroy [him] ] al- 
together: and alſo in Judah things went well. 
43 S0 king Rehoboam ſtrengthenesd himſelf in Jeruſa- 
iVm... and Teioned : for Rehoboam [was] one and fort) 
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; years. old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
| oe ſevente en! 
by 
4M 
* 
"1-0 


. 
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ſeventeen years in Jeruſalem, the city which the LoRD 
had choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael, to put his 
name there. And his mother's name [was Naamah 
14 an Ammoniteſs. And he did evil, becauſe he prepared 
15 not his heart to ſeek the Loxp. Now the acts of 
Rehoboam, firſt and laſt, [are] they not written in the 
book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the ſeer_ 
concerning genealogies? And | there were] wars between 
16 Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually And Rehoboam 


flept wich his fathers, and was burled in the city of 
Day. ick: aud e nis ſon reigned 1 in his ſtead, 


C HA p. XIII. 


Tal Kir 1n%s 5 xv. 4% the beginning, we have a general account of 


Abijalis ragn and char Her. His heart us not perfect like 


David's; fe made a fair ſhow, but wanted ſincerity. We 
have nere A . arger account of Abij 201; ; his war with Feroboam, . 
and fits vir over him. . 


"x. 
== 


N OW in the eighteenth year of king 3 
1 %! began Abijah to reign over Judah, He reigned 


three years in Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo Was! 


Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there 


| was War between Abijah and Jeroboam ; 3 in Which Pro- 5 


5 


Jab ly Jeroboam was the agpreſjor. And Abyah ſet the 
battle in array with an army of valiant men of war, 


 - even] four hundred thouſand choſen men: Jeroboam 
_ allo ſet the battle in array againſt him with eight hun- 


dred thouſand choſen men, [being] mighty men of 
valour, T heſe were prodigious ar MICS, ronfifing of the 


chile ſtrength 6 of each Kingdom. | 
And Abjak ſtood up upon mount Zemaraim, Which 


. [is] ! in mount Ephraim; a parley was agreed upon, to fee 


tlie matter auld be accommodated, and Avijah ſtood ſo as 


Feroboam and the captains might hear him, and ſaid, Hear 
me, thou Jeroboam, and ail Iſrael; Ought ye not to 
know, 10 confider and acknowledge, that the LORD God 
of Iſrael gave the Kingdom over [ſrael to David for 

ever, 
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ever, [even] to him and to his ſons by a covenant of 
ſalt? a perpetual covenant, as ſalt preſerves from corrip. 
tion; or rather, a ſolemn covenant made by ſacrifices, ig 
vere always ſalted, Lev. ii. 13. He does not exhort thein ! 
return to the houſe of David, becauſe God had otherwiſe di. 
6 termined it, but not to fight againſt it, Yet Jeroboam th: 
ſon of Nebat, the ſervant of Solomon the ſon of David, 


7 is riſen up, and hath rebelled againſt his lord. And 


there are gathered unto him vain men, the children of 
Belial; his was the chiaradter of his ſubjefs, eſpecially the 
commanders of them, who eafily changed their religion aut 
for ſoot God; and they have ftrengthened themſelves 
againſt Retioboim the ſon of Solomon, when Rehoboam 
was young and tender hearted, and could not withitand 
them; when he was young and unexperienced in flate mat. 

_ and eſpecially in war, and was tender hearted, 


8 cwardly.* And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom 


of the Loxp in the hand of the ſons of David: z and ye 


[be] a great multitude and ſthere are] with you golden | 


| calves, which Jeroboam made you for gods; or, hy 


you be a great multitude, ye have golden calves among you, | 


9 and therefore your numoers will not fave you, Have ye 
not caſt out the prieſts of the Log, the ſons of Aaron, 
and the Levites, and have made you prieſts after the 
manner of the nations of [other] lands, without any fe- 
gurd 10 their country or family ? ſo that whoſoever comet! 
to conſecrate himſelf with a young bullock and ſeven 
rams, [the ſame] may be a prieſt of [them that are] 


10 no gods. But as for us, the Loxp [is] our God, and 


| we have not forſaken him, as you have done; (1 Kings 


xii. 28.) and the prieſts which miniſter unto the Log» | 


[are] the ſons of Aaron, and the Levites [wait] upon 
their] buſineſs; his worſhip is maintained and his ſervice 


11 performed by iam in an oraerly manner: And they burn 


_unto the Loxp every morning and every evening burnt 


ſacrifices | 


2. „ Thie was wrong to reflect on * father, as it does not ap- 


pear that he wanted courage, for he raiſed an army, and would 
| Have attacked them, but God forbade him. It was molt to his 


purpoſe to put it on this footing, intimating, that he durſt not 
have done. it at any other time, and that his conduct was dit. 


iygenuous and impious. 


12 


13 


F 
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ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe : the ſnew bread alſo [ſet 
they in order] upon the pure table; and the candle- 
ſtick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn er y 
evening; we omit nothing which the law has required, oy 
day or night. I. was politick to recite the ſeveral parts of 
lie temple worſhip, and it was all the good he had to ſay for 
himſelf: for we keep the charge of the Lord our God, 
tloſe rules and direfions «which he has given us in charge; but 
12 ye have forſaken him. And behold, God himſelf [is] 
_ with us for [our] captain, and his prieſt with ſound- 
ing trumpets to cry alarm againſt you. O children of 
Iſrael, fight ye not againſt the LORD God of your fa- 
thers; for ye ſhall not proſper; we pay a ftiri e, to 
his Jaws in war as well as peace, therefore ye do not Folie % 
imnucſi againſt me as againſ} Fehovah, 
But Jeroboam, wwho came nos ſo much to argue as 1b 
b and was determined that the longeſt ſevord ſhould carry 
it, cauſed an ambuſhment to come about behind them: 
ſo they were before Judah, and the ambuſhment [was! 
14 behind them.“ And when Judah looked back, Hearing 
a noiſe behind them, behold, the battle | was] befare and 
behind: and they cried unto the Lok, and the pine 
ſounded with the trumpets, imploring the divine aid, and 
encouraging their expeftations from God, according to his 
15 promiſe, Numb. x. 9. Then the men of Judah gave a 
ſhout, to terrify the enemy, and expreſs their confidence in 
6; and as the men of Judah ſhouted, it came to pals, 
that God ſmote Jeroboam and all Iſrael before Abijah 
16 and Judah: he 7errified the ljraelites ſo that they fled. 
without a froke.. And the children of Iſrael fled before 
7 Judah: and God delivered them into their hand. And 
Abiah and his people ſlew them with a great laughter: 
ſo there fell down flain of Iſrael five hundred thouſand. 


18 choſen men. Thus the children of Iſrael were brought 


under at that time, but did not become ſubjef? to Judah; 
and the children of Judah prevailed, becauſe they re. 
ed 


= þ He was 3 {fa mack waved a5 not do traſt to his num 
bers, without recourſe to a ſtratagem, which he thought was worth 
all Abijah's fine ſpeeches, and would ſoon give an aaſwer to all 
ft arguments. Li Parcey had been agreed. upon. it was bale to 
take this advantage. ny, | | 
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lied upon the Loxp God of their fathers, and not 100 
I 9 their own valour. And Abjjah purſued after Jeroboam 
and took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns theregf, 
20 and Jeſhanah and Ephraim with the towns thereof. Nei. 
ther did Jeroboam recover ſtrength again in the days of 
Abijah: and the Lob ſtruck him, and he died. Je- . 
never recovered this blow , the Lord firuck him with fun 
painful diſeaſe, under which he languijhed for near tc 
ears, and then died miſerably. 
21 But Abijah waxed mighty, and F four teen 
wives, and begat twenty and two ſons, and ſixteen 
22 daughters. And the reſt of the acts of Abijah, and hs 
ways, and his ſayings, or wiſe ſentences, [are] written i 
the ſtory of the prophet Iddo : they were worth record. 


ing in the CO of the prophet Iado, 7 70m © we read 
chap. Xii. 155 


REFLECTIONS. 


ET us adore the goodneſs and mercy Ef God, i 


: overlooking. the infirmities and pardoning the 
vnn geden, of his people. 1 Kings xv. 5. David had 
many infirmities not mentioned there; the matter of Uria! 
is forgiven; the manner in which he is ſpoken of is re. 
markably gracious: and is an encouragement to repentaic?, 
and to earneſt endeavours to ſerve God with Hncerity; and 
not turn aſide from any thing which he commands us, 
There is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. 
2. It is a ſign of true wiſdom to try reaſon before force; 
ſo Abijah did. He propoſed terms of peace, before he 


entered on action, which, whoever gained, mult be atterdg 
ed with prodigious ſlaughter. Force is the laſt refuge ol 
a king; and thoſe who are wiſe and good are always tender 


| of the lives of their ſubjects, and do not delight in war. 


It is common for thoſe who want real religion to boal 


much of the profeſſion and external for ms of it. Howe! 1 
| quent) Y 


© It is likely that the calf was carried with them, and ſecured] 
by ſome who fled, or was removed from Beth-el for ſafety ; 0 


we can ſcarce ſuppoſe that when Abijah took the city. he wou! 
have left it there, e 


S 


5 Us. 
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re he 
end- 
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1 
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quently Abijah talked of the ragular order of tho prleſts, and 
tue exactnels of the ſervice of the emp, when his heart was 
not right with God, but followed the vices of his father, 
do the Phariſee Gag; God, I thank thee 5 7 am not as other 
un. Too many chriſtians thus boaſt of their. zeal, the re- 
gularity of their attendance on divine worſhip, and exact- 
neſs 1 in all points of form and ceremony, while their hearts 
we far from God, and ſtrangers to the life of religion : 
bey think themſelves better than others, whe en, per haps, 
they are really more criminal in the fight of God. Be not 
ce ved, God will not be mocked. If the heart t be not upright, 
l profeſſion is in vain; they are hypocrites in heart: let 
them be ever ſo exact in the rites of worſhip, or talk ever 
0 r or eloquently, or confidently ot their own good- 
; they are an abomimation in the fight of Cod. 


— 


CHAP. XIV. and CH AP, XV, 


In this and the following chapter we have an account of Afa's 
piety and prudence ; his great ſucceſs over the « 5 70 of the 

Hihiopians; the meſjage God ſent by the ' Proprt el, h fe 02029 
—_ it had upon the prince and peoples 


0 Abijah ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 


him in the city of David: and Aſa his {on reign- 
Jo i in his ſtead. 


2 years. 


In his days the land was quiet ten 


tugh places were left, "chap. XV. I/. 
brake down the images and cut doe the groves: 


4 and commanded Judah, % 4 royal edit, to [ze 


And Aſa did [that which was] good and right 
in the eyes of the LORD his God, and began a refs; mation 
3 in the land: For he took away the altars of the ſtrange 

[gods,] and the high places of firange gods, ( for other 
1 Kings XV. 14) and 


ek the 


Lonp God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 


5 commandment. 


of Judah the high places and the images 
kingdom was quiet before him: 
0 oppoſition to his attempt. 


Alſo he took awa y out of all the cit! es 


s and the 
1 tiat no one made 4 = 
And tie built fenced « cities in 


Judah: for the land had reſt, and he had no war in 


chole 


655 I. CHRONICLES, XIV. 


10 


thoſe years; becauſe the Logy had given him ret. 
Therefore he ſaid unto Judah, Let us build these 


cities and make about [them] walls, and towers, gates, 
and bars, [while] the land [is] yet before us, ler us pre. 


pare for war before the enemy attack us; becauſe we have 


ſought the Logp our God, we have ſought him, and 


he hath given us reſt on every fide, So they built and 


proſpered ; they had no diſturbance from the Ifracliles 9, 
other neighbours, while they were thus fortifyins themſelves, 
And Aſa had an army [of men] that bare target; 
and ſpears, out of Judah three hundred thouſand ; and 
out of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, two 


hundred and fourſcore thouſand : al theſe [were] 


mighty men of valour. 
And there came out againſt them Zerah the Ethio- 
pian, with an hoſt of a thouſand thouſand, and thre: 


hundred chariots; and came unto Mareſhah.” a frontier | 


toten. Then Afa went out againſt him, and they ſet 


the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mare- 


1 ſhah; Aſa attacked him before he had invaded the laud 
11 


And Aſa cried unto the LoR D his God, and faid, 


Lox, [it is] nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power: help us, C 
 Lokp our God; for we reſt on thee, and in thy name 
we go againſt this multitude. O Loxp, thou [art] 
our God; let not man prevail againſt thee, Aſa off 


this ſhort but comprehenfi ve prayer in the face of the arm, 


expreſſing their truſt in God's power, their encouragen et 


becauſe he was their God, and would defend his own religion 


and his own cauſe, So the Loxp ſmote, or ſtruck terror 


into the Ethiopians before Aſa, and before Judah; and | 


13 the Ethiopians fled. And Aſa and the people that 


were] with him purſued them unto Gerar, à city of !6! 


_ Philiſtines, *vho wwere probably allies : and the Ethiopians 


Were overthrown, that they could not recover them- | 


ſelves, nor rally their forces; for they were deſtroyed 


before the Lord and before his hoſt ; and they, Ala" 


4 


v This ſhould be the Arias, the Büserias being too far oft, 


the circumſtance of the tents and cattle, v. 15, confirms this. 


15 


- 


" aw 


a 
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14 army, carried away very much ſpoil. And they ſmote 
all the cities round about Gerar ; for the fear of the 
| Lok, a terror from God, came upon them : and they 
ſpoiled all the cities; for there was exceeding much 
ſpoil in them, ieh they had taken from the countries they 

15 2 ravaged. They ſmote alſo the tents of cattle, he 
tents in which the Arabians lived, and carried away ſh2e» 

and camels in abundance, which were Very common among 
_ them, and returned to Jeruſalem, 5 

Char. XV. And the ſpirit of God came upon Aza- 
2 riah the ſon of Oded: And he went out to meet Aſa, 

not to compliment, but exhort him, leſt he and the people ſhould 
be puffed up tvith this victory and flacken their ores and 
ſaid unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin; The Logp [ is] with you, while ye be with 
him; and if ye ſeek him, orſhip him only, he will be 
found of you; but preſume not on his favour without this, 
for if ye forſake him, he will forſake you; if you ban. 
don his worſoip and fall into apoſtaſy, he will caſt you off, 

3 Then follows an illuſtration of this: Now for a long ſeaſon 
Iſrael [hath been] without the true God, and without 

a teaching prieſt, and without law.“ But when they in 

their trouble did turn unto the LoRD God of Iſrael, 
and ſought him, he was found of them, (as Judges 

5 iii. 9, 15. Xx. 16. I Sam. vii. 4, Sc.) And in thoſe. 
times [there was] no peace to him that went out, nor 

to him that came in, but great vexations [were] upon 

all the inhabitants of the countries. And nation was 
deſtroyed of nation, and city of city, one part of the peo- 
ple of Tirael deſtroyed another : for God did vex them with 
all adverſity: upon this the prophet grounds his advice. 
/ Be ye ſtrong therefore in rooting out idolatry, and let not 
your hands be weak: for your work ſhall be rewarded; 

as you may learn from this ſignal victory you have obtained. 

$ And when Aſa heard theſe words, and the prophecy of 
Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the 
„„ an t ii le 


Some think hes this reſers to the ſtate of the kingdom of 
77 at that time, as ſeparate from that of Judah, Others, 0 
the whole nation of the Jews in the time of the Judges. 
' Rather, of Azariah the ſon of Oded, as ic is in ſome antient | 
ror ons. | W 


1 
. 
4 
F 1 
{3 
1 
* 
« 

# 
a5 
7/9 

ARE 
bi 
”_ 
I 
„ 
4 
5 
V'4 L 
N x 
% * 
| 
. 1 84 
14 
+ 
' j 


< 225 375 


— ay 
— — — 9 


666 


3 
— — 


— 
— . 
5 2 


— p 
- — . ·˙³Äk k —)F 
a — Jon = — — — — 
az 5 2 — 
= E — * 22 1 — 
2 a "= _— a 


3 II. CHRONICLES. XV. 
abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Ben. 
jamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from 
mount Ephraim, from the cities taken by Abijah his fg. 
ther, and renewed the altar of the Logo, that (was) 
before the porch of the Lob, and which by long neplet; 
9 was decayed, And he gathered all Judah and Benja- 
min, and the ſtrangers with them out of Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out 

of Iſrael in abundance, when they ſaw that the Long 
10 his God [was] with him. So they gathered themſelves 
together at Jeruſalem in the third month, in the 
_ fifteenth year of the reign of Aſa, at the feaſt of weeks, 
11 or pentecoſt. And they offered unto the' Logo the ſame 
time, of. the ſpoil [which] they had brought, ſeven 
hundred oxen and ſeven thouſand ſheep, he ſpoils of the 
Arabians; burnt offerings for thankfulneſs to God, and peace 
offerings to renew their covenant, by eating part and giving 

12 the reſt to the prieſts and the people. And they entered 
into a covenant to ſeek the Loxp God of their fathers 
13 with all their heart and with all their ſoul ;5 That who- 
ſoever would not ſeek the LoRD God of Iſrael ſhould 


be put to death, whether ſmall or great, whether man 


14 or woman, Deut. xiii. 9. And they ſware unto the 


Lox with a loud voice, and with ſhouting, with er- 


Preſſions of great joy, and with trumpets of metal, and 


135 with cornets. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for 


they had ſworn with all their heart, and ſought him 
with their whole defire, /incerely, and heartily; this 
was the caſe with the greateſt part of them, however ſon: 
were altered afterwards; and he was found of them: 
and the Logp gave them reſt round about; he mae 
them reap the happy fruits of their reformation, in thei 
©: "Projent peace and property... ooo hs 


16 And alſo [concerning] Maacha the mother of Ak 


2 They bound themſelves to what was their duty before, but 
thus they acknowledged the reaſonableneſs of the precept, armed 
themſelves againſt temptation, and encouraged one another; and 
they farther bound themſelves to put the laws againſt idolatr 
into execution. | 95 . 


the 


17. 


18 


II. CHRONICLES, XV. 659 
the king," he removed her from [being] queen, i took 
away her enſign of authority : becauſe ſhe had made an 
idol in a grove, and Aſa cut down her idol, and 
ſtamped [it,] and burnt [it] at the brook Kidron, de- 
17 firoyed it with the utmoſt contempt. But the high places 
were not taken away out of iſrael: © neverthelef; the 
heart of Aſa was perfect all his days, fo far as chat 
he hated all idolatrous worſhip. 
13 And he brought into the houſe of God the things 15 
that his father had dedicated, and which he had taken 
from Feroboam, but <which he had not brouzht to the honſe 
of God, and that he himſeif had dedicated, filver, and 
gold, and veſſels, which he had taken from the Arabians, 
19 And there was no | more] war unto the hive and thirtieth 
258 of the reign of All. 


REFLECTIONS. 


\HO SE who. reſolutely ſet about reformation, 
will probably meet with leſs difficulties than they 


o hope; but let not ſuch be diſcouraged 3 vice may be 
acer, and a diſpoſition to amend ſtronger, than we 
magine, God may ſucceed our endeavours. Tho? iniquity 
ſuuld abound, let not our love wax cold; at leaft let us do-our FE 
duty, and leave the event to God. 

2. Our reſt and peace ought to be thankfully acknows 
edged, and carefully improved: Aſa did fo, v. 6, 7, We 
ſhould own the hand of God in publick reſt, in the peace 
ad comfort of our families, 1 in our eaſe of body and quiet- 
cls of mind, and 1 Ours it to work the works of Gods 


* 1 was bis e but called his mother. aa” pro- | 
bably ſhe had the care of his education, his mother dying While 
le was young, and ſo ſhe was regent during his minority, 5 

' As the word being is not in the original, ſome interpret "Hl 
that he removed her from the queen, Aſa's ine, leſt ſhe ſhould . 
krrupt her to idolatry. 

* Perhaps theſe may refer to the high places in Rokenlin; where 
lhe people were ſo much wedded to them, that he thought it not 
dod policy to remove them; or rather, to the high places in 
dich God was e tho? he deſtroyed al! their ds. 


magine, v. 5. It is diſcouraging to many, when they 
[think others are gone too far to mend, and there is no room 
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660 II. CHRONICLES, xv. 


to 89 in wiſdom and holineſs, and exert ourſelyes to 4% 
goo 
Whatever enemies attack us, 101 us encourage our. 

ſales: 1 in the almighty power of God, as Aſa did, v. 11. ll 
We wreſtle not with fleſh and blood, but with principalities a 
Powers, Without are fightings, and within are fears; but let 
us ſtill remember his ſtrength ; that we are fighting in his 
cauſe; and therefore put our truſt in him 5 and not t fear 
2 NE earth or hell can do againſt us, 
We learn, that God will be with us white we are with 
- b chap. xv. 2. He will not forſake the ſouls that ſeck 

him and cleave to him, If we forſake him, what can we 
expect but that he will for ſate us. Let this engage us to 
be active and reſolute in religion: it is not without its re. 


Ward, v. 7. it brings preſent peace and } Joys and hope of a 
glorious reward hereafter. _ 


| Thoſe who would ſeek God, fo as to find him, muſt 
85 i with their whole hearts, v. 12. muſt ſeek him by 
fervent, conſtant prayer; ſeek his favour by a courſe of 
piety, make heart-work of religion, and engage all the 


| Powers of the ſoul to ſerve God; for thus only will they be“ 
accepted of him ll; 
6. It is wiſe to enter into enn engagements to be the 
Lord's, and to renew them with cheerfulneſs and joy, MM. 
is proper at all times, to prevent temptations, and to keep ; 
us reſolute; but eſpecially in times of degeneracy, when © 
we have bad examples and many temptations about us, wlll - 
| ſhould renew them cheerfully. The people of Judah wer 
not aſhamed nor afraid to let all know that they were for 
God. Times of ſacramental engagements ſhould be times 
pl rejoicing in the goodneſs of God. They are pledges ol 
his love, means of holineſs, and a ſeal of the covenant 0 i 
Eternal life, We are taught, © [7 
7. Not to regard our wicked relations, 5 we are en · . 
gaged in the cauſe of God and religion. So Aſa acted in ” 
the caſe of his orandmother ; neither her authority, her age, lc. 
her ſex, nor his obligations to her, prevented him from ©: 


moving her. Let our reformation begin at home; let u 
mind firft our own family, and not ſpare fin in the neareſt i” 

relative or deareſt friend. This will ſhow that our heart 5 
upright, and we : ſhall not be aſhamed. 
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* H A P. XVI. 
Compared with 1 Kings chap. xv. 25, to the nd; 


#ja's confidence in the king of Syria; the meſſage of a prophet 4 
him, on account. of this confidence With the cloſe 7 his reigh 
and OR 


N the ſix and thirtieth year of the reign of Aa! 
Baaſha king of Iſrael came up againſt Judah, and 
Nui or fortified, Ramah, to the intent that he might 
let none go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 
Being a frontier town it cut off the communication, and was 

2 4 place they could not eaſily paſs without diſcovery, Then 
Aſa brought out ſilver and gold out of the treaſures of 
the houſe of the Loko and of the king's houſe, and ſent 
to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damaſcus, 

; faying, [There is] a league between me and thee, as 
[there was] between my father and thy father: behold, 
I have ſent thee ſilver and gold; go, break thy league : 
with Baaſha king of Iſrael, that he may depart from 

5 me,” And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and 
ſent the captains of his armies againſt the cities of Iſra- 
el; and they ſmote Ton, and Dan, and Abel-maim, 

and all the ſtore cities of Naphtali : Ben-hadad attacked 
| Baaſha in the north, while he fortified Rama in the ſouth, 

5 And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heard [it,] that he 


1] 


left off building of Ramah, and let his work ceaſe; it 


6 had the deſired effe?, Then Afa the king took all Judah; 
and they carried away the ſtones of Ramah, and the 


timber thereof, wherewith Baaſha was building, and he 


WT LE built 


l There is a bobs Airy between the date of this 
ad the parallel place in Kings. Here it is ſaid, 12 the thirty 
/xth year of Aſa's reign 3 Joſephus ſays in the twen' . zxth. There 
; either a miſtake in ſome early tranſcriber, or they compute 
om different periods, the death of the Folker, the eſtabliſnment 
of the empire, or ſome remarkable action, as was the caſe of ſome i 
Greek and Roman emperors. So Auguſtus has three different 75 
periods aſſigned him by three different hiſtorians. 

n This was held lawful in caſes of great necellity ; bot thars 


vas no neceſſity to uſe theſe treaſures now; the thing Was evil 


n itſelf, it was done from a bad principle, and for a bad end, 
0 make Ben- hadad violate the publick faith. N . 
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662 Il. CHRONICLES, XVI. 
built therewith Geba and Mizpah, TO his UT 

Frontier towns.” 

7 And at that time Hanani the ſeer came to Aſa kin 
of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt relje 
on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Loxy thy 

| God, who had promiſed him ſucceſs if he continued obedicy; 

and faithful, therefore is the hoſt of the king of Syriz 
| eſcaped out of thine hand, and reſerved to be a ſccuꝶ 
10 thy kingdom and poſterity hereafter ; whereas if he ie 
joined with Baaſha againſt thee, thou ſhouldſt have oy. 
7 gf v6 them both. Were not the Ethiopians and the 
Lubims“ a huge hoſt, with very many chariots and 
horſemen? yet, becauſe thou didſt rely on the Log, 
9 he delivered them into thine hand. For the eyes of the 
Logp run to and fro throughout the whole earth, t 

| ſhow himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of [them] whole hear 
[is] perfect toward him. This is the general condut i 
Providence; his power and might are employed in behalf i 
thoſe that are upright, Herein thou haſt done fooliſhly 

10 therefore from henceforth thou ſhalt have wars.” The 

Aſa was wroth with the ſeer, and put him in a priſon 
houſe, and in the flocks, whereas he ought to have thanii 
im, for [he was] in a rage with him becauſe of thi 
| [thing.] And Afa opprefled [ſome] of the people the 
ſame time; he grew tyrannical in general, or elſe he puny 
8 of thoſe who appeared in behalf of the prophet. 
And, behold, the acts of Aſa, firſt and laſt, lo, the 
- fa} written in the book of the kings of Judah and 

12 Iſrael. And Aſa in the thirty and ninth year of fi 
reign fwas diſeaſed in his feet, until his diſeaſe [was 
bz exceeding [great,] yet in his diſeaſe he ſought not tt 
the Lon, but to the phyſicians; rruſted 10 their fe 
: and Nee more than t to the Congneſs of Cod. . 


13 And 


DEN 80 n was Afa left Baaſha FLAETY ſeize his” GE, tha 
he made a great cave under ground ; ; e to hide kim 
and his treaſures, Jer. xli. „„ 
The inhabitants of Lybia i in Abies. 0 

p It was faid Aſa was perfect all his FR fs &. XV. 17, | th 
is, with regard to his zeal againſt idolatry; for there were man 

blemiſhes in his moral conduct. 

2 Some think this was a puniſhment for uſing the proph et 

2 Hs he bruiſed the * s feet, and God now made him a cripp* 


n. CHRONICLES. XVI. 66; 


13 And Afa ſlept with his fathers, and died in the one 
14 and fortieth year of his reign, And they buried him 


Oy 


king in his own ſepulchres, which he had dds for himſelf 
elied in the city of David, @ vault which he had made for him- 

b thy ſelf and family among the kings, and laid him in the bed 
edict Wl which was filled with ſweet odours and divers kinds [of 
Syrihll ſpices] prepared by the apothecaries* art: and they 
017,08 made a very great burning for him of ſeweet perfumes, in 


e hg / 
Ore 


d the 


 bonour to his remains; which was ' aifo cuſromary — the 
8 reels and Romans. | 


2 Before the Reflettions read 1 | Kings chaps xv. 25 to the end. 


and 
72 REFLECTIONS. 
h, to 1 E infer, that truſt | in God is a reaſonable and - 


heart 
tt if 


important duty; and he is juſtly diſpleaſed 
with thoſe that do not rely upon him. Thus, becauſe Aſa 


% relied not on God, eſpecially after ſuch extraordinary : 
thly zppearances of his power and goodneſs in his behalf, he 
os brought wars and heavy judgments upon him. Curſed is 
1{on 


the man that maketh feſh his arm, and WE heart 1 
from the Lord. 


anke { 
this 
e the 
ne 


goodneſs, ſhould excite us to truſt in him for the future. 
Thus he reminds Aſa; Were not the Ethiopians a great hoſt? 
jet the Lord delivered them into thy hand. The eyes of the Lord 
um to and fro throughout the whole earth, to ſhow humſelf firong 

in the behalf of them whoje heart is perfect toward him. God 


therefore unreaſonable to diſtruſt him, He is quick ſighted ; 


the Lord Fehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 


nd uſeful reproof ! | Afa was an enemy to idolatry, and 
had a veneration in general for the prophets ; but he was 


angry at Hanani the prophet, and oppreſſed him for telling 


the main are good men; therefore they account thoſe ene- 
et mies that a h with them: but it is an unhappy ; 


2. A belief of God's providence, and experience of his 


has appeared for us in fix and in ſeven troubles; it is 


ſees our wants and dangers in a moment; and is ready to 
help us. Let us therefore truſt in the Lord Fd ever Jo: in 5 


. How cificult is it even for good men to Joe TER 1 


him the truth. Pride is too predominant in thoſe who in 


pple — —＋T IP ud 3 — COD 
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temper, very uncomfortable to miniſters, and dangerous t to 
| themſelves; and it ought cautiouſly to be guarded againſt. 

1 Thoſe who are fick and pained, are in danger of being 
fretful and peeviſh, and ſhould carefully watch againſt bn 
It is generally ſuppoſed that it was Aſa's diſorder which 


made him abuſe the prophet, and oppreſs his people. Let 


us guerd our hearts when viſited with pain and fickneſ, 
left we are tempted to murmur againſt God, and behave 
in a fretful manner with men. Let thoſe who have ſuch 


infirmities watch on Pray; leſt at ſuch times they enter into 
temptation. RS 


5. The help of creatures ſhould always be ſought with 


a dependence on God. Aſa did right in ſeeking after 2 
pny ſician; there was no blame for that; but he is juſtly 
| blamed for not ſeeking the Lord. All creatures are that 
to us which God makes them. Skilful phyſicians are but 
_ inſtruments in his hands, and ſhould be uſed and acknoy. 
ledged as ſuch. All ſecond cauſes are under his direction; 
without him phyſicians are of no value. Therefore our 
cyes ſhould be ever toward the Lord, to bleſs the means 
uſed; and we ſhould own his hand i in F every. ſucceſs and 
every diſappointment. i 
6. Honour ſhould be done to the remains at memory 
of good men, tho' they may have had their foibles and 
blemiſhes, The people were ſenſible of Aſa's worth, and 
made a great burning for him. So we ſhould forget the errors 
of ſuch, and do honour to their virtues; eſpecially to thoſe 
wWzo have been publickly and extenſively nſcful.. -- Ti 
ny o the OW Should be — - 5 


x > - * TS 


CHAP. XVII. 


| Conteirs the chart er of Jehuff abhat, ord the method het tote 


to promote religion. 


hon | 


Ephraim; 


ND Jehoſkaphat his fon reigned in | bis 3 
; and ſtrengthencd himſelf againſt Iſrael. And he | 
paced ferces in all the ferced cities of Juda b. and ict 
garriſons in the land cf Judah, and in the cities of 


e > 
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3 Ephraim, which Afa his father had taken. And the 
Lonp was with Jehoſhaphat, becauſe he walked in 


the firſt ways of his father David, and ſought not unto 
4 Baalim; But ſought to the [Lob] God of his father, 


and walked in his commandments, and not after the 


5 doings of Iſrael, Therefore the Logp ſtabliſhed the 
kingdom in his hand; and all Judah brought to Je- 


hoſhaphat preſents ; and he had riches and honour in 


6 abundance, And his heart was lifted up in the ways $4, 
of the LoxbD: he became zealous and very couragtous in 
God's cauſe, his heart being lifted up above all diſcourage- 
ments, difficulties, and fears: moreover he took away 
the high places and | ended out of Judah, wherein idols 
dere worſhipped. 
7 Alſo in the bend year af his reign he kat to his = 


princes, [even] to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to 


8 Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, 3 
$ teach in the cities of Judah. And with them {he ſent] 


| Levites, [even] Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Ze- 


2 badiah, and Afahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehona- 


- than, ind Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, _ 
Levites; and with them Eli-ſhama and Jehoram, _ 
9 prieſts.” And they taught i in Judah, and [had] the 


bock of the law of the Lokp with them, and went 
about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught 


the people. He ſoon found the good effects of this, in the 


Proſperity of his Kingdom, and? in e from neighbouring 


nations, 


10 And the four of the Lend fell upon all the kingdoms = 


of the lands that [were] round about Judah, fo that 


11 they made no war againſt Jehoſhaphat. Alſo [ſome] - 
_of- the Philiſtines brought Jehoſhaphat preſents, and 


tribute ſilver; and the Arabians brought him flocks, 


f even. thouſand and ſeven hundred rams, and ſeven po 


bo thouſand and ſeven hundred he goats. 5 
And Jehoſhaphat waxed great exceedingly ; ; 5 he” : 
" built in Judah caſtles, and cities of ſtore. And he 
5 3 had 
r The 1 l prieſts. only were to ms the law; 1 5 the 
princes went with them, to ice that it was done, to puniſh obſtinate 


offenders and idolaters, to give greater reſpect to the infiryQiors,. 
and ſolemnity to the work. | 
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had much buſineſs in the cities of Judah: and the men 
of war, mighty men of valour, [were] in ſeruſalem. 
14 And theſe [are] the numbers of them according to the 
houſe of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of 
thouſands ; Adnah the chief, and with him mighty men 
15 of valour three hundred thouſand, And next to him 
was] Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hun. 
16 dred and fourſcore thouſand, And next him [was] 
Amaſiah the fon of Zichri, who willingly offered him- 
ſelf unto the LorD; and with him two hundred thou. 
17 ſand mighty men of valour. And of Benjamin; Eliada 
a mighty man of valour, and with him armed men 
13 with bow and ſhield two hundred thouſand. And 
next him [was] Jehozabad, and with him an hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand ready prepared for the war, 
19 Theſe waited on the king, beſides [thoſe] whom thc 
King put 3 in the rw cities » throughout all A 


hw. tt ; 


6 
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- This Chapter is, in a great meaſure, the fame as I 1 Kings 
| chapter xxii. 


vue, goes with Ahab a gainſt Ramoth- bed; Hh, 
ſeduced by faiſe prophets, is lain. 


23 ow Jehoſhaphat had riches and honour in aha 
1 N dance, and joined affinity with Ahab. And after 
[certain] years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. And 
Ahab killed ſheep and oxen for him in abundance, and 
for the people that [he had] with him, and perſuaded 
3 him to go up [with him] to Ramoth-gilead, And A- 
hab king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat king of Judab, 
Wilt thou go with me to Nametb. Filet And he 
anſwered him, I [am] as thou [art,] and my people 2: 
thy people; and [we will be] with thee in the war. 
4 Ang Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, 5 
quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Loxp to day. 
5 Therefore the king of Iſrael gathered together of pro- 
phets four hundred men, and ſaid unto them, Sha] 
ve 2 to > Ramoth- 24 to W or foal! I e 
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And they ſaid, Go up; for God will deliver Lit] into 
the king's hand. 


6 But Jehoſhaphat faid, [Is there] not here a prophet 


of the Loxp beſides, that we might enquire of him? 


7 And the king of Iſrael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, [There 


is] yet one man, by whom we may enquire of the 
| Lonp: but I hate him; for he never propheſied good 
_ unto me, but always evil: the ſame [is] Micaiah the 
ſon of Imla, And Jehoſhap hat ſaid, Let not the king 


8 fay ſo. And the king of lira! called for one [of his] 


_ officers, and ſaid, Fetch quickly Micaiah the ſon of 
9 Imla, And the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat king 
of Judah fat either of them on his throne, clothed in 
[their] robes, and they fat in a void place at the en- 

tering in of the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets 


10 propheſied before them. And Zedekiah the ſon of 


Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and faid, 
Thus faith the Loxp, With theſe thou ſhalt puſh : 


11 Syria until they be conſumed. And all the prophets 


3 ſo, ſaying, Go up to Ramoth gilead, and 


proſper: for the LoD ſhall deliver [it] into the hand 
12 of the king. And the meſſenger that went to call Mi- 


caiah ſpake to him, ſaying, Behold, the words of the 


prophets [declare] good to the king with one aſſent; 
let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of 5 
: 13 their's, and ſpeak thou good. And Micaiah faid, As] 
the Lox liveth, even what my God faith, that will 
ul ſpeak. And when he was come to the king, the king 


ſaid unto him, Micaiah, ſhall we go to Ramoth- gllead ; 
to battle, or ſhall I forbear ? And he ſaid, Go ye up, 
and proſper, and they ſhall be delivered into your 


1 5 hand. And the king faid to him, How many times 


ſhall I adjure thee that thou ſay nothing but the truth 


16 to me in the name of the LoRD? Then he ſaid, I did 


ſee all Iſrael ſcattered upon the mountains, as ſheep 


that have no ſhepherd: and the Lok p ſaid, Theſe =o 


have nd maſter; let them return [therefore] every 
17 man to his houſe in peace. And the king of Ifrael 
ſaid to Jehoſhaphat, Did I not tell thee that] he would 


18 not — good: unto. 2086; but evil ? Ago he ſaid, 


nd herefore EY 
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Therefore hear the word of the Lox ; ; I ſaw the Lonbd 
ſitting upon his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven 
19 ſtanding on his right hand and [on] his left. And the 

Lokp faid, Who ſhall entice Ahab king of Iſrael, that 

he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And One 
ſpake ſaying after this manner, and another ſaying 

20 after that manner. Then there came out a ſpirit, and 
5 ſtood before the Lokp, and faid, I will entice him, 

21 And the LoRp faid unto him, Wherewith? And he 
ſaid, I will go out, and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And {the Log p] ſaid, Thou ſhal: 

entice ſ him, ] and thou ſhalt alſo prevail: go out, and 
| 2 22 do [even] ſo. Now therefore, behold, the LoR D hath 
put a lying ſpirit i in the mouth of theſe thy prophets, 
and the Lonb hath ſpoken evil againſt thee, 
© 2 3 Then Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah, came near, 
and ſmote Micaiah upon the cheek, and faid, Which 
way went the Spirit of the Loxp from me to ſpeak 
24 unto thee? And Micaiah ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt {ec 
on that day when thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber 

: 25 to hide thyſelf, Then the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take 
ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the gover- 
26 nor of the city, and to Joaſh the king's ſon; And 
ſay, Thus faith the king, Put this [fellow] in the | 
PFPiriſon, and feed him with bread of affliction and with 

- 27 water of affliction, until I return in peace. And Mi- 

ceeaiah faid, If thou certainly return in peace, [then] 
hath not the Lorp ſpoken by me. And he faid, 
 Hearken, all ye people. 
28 So the king of Ifrael and ziehe eint the king of 
- 29 Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of 

Iſrael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, I will diſguiſe myſelf, and 

will go to the battle; but put thou on thy robes, 80 
dhe king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf ; and they went to 

30 the battle, Now the king of Syria had commanded 

_ the captains of the chariots that [were] with him, fay- ; 
ing, Fight ye not with ſmall or great, ſave only with 
31 the king of Iſrael, And it came to paſs, when the 
captains of the chariots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they 
ſaid, It [is] the king of Iſrael, Therefore — com. 
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paſſed about him to fight: but Jehoſhaphat cried out, 
and the Logn helped him; and God moved them [to 
32 depart] from him. For it came to paſs, that, when 
the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not 
the king of Ifrael, 888 turned back again from purſue 
ing 8 
33 And a [certain] man drew a aw at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Iſrael between the joints of the har- 
neſs: therefore he ſaid to his chariot man, Turn thine. 
hand, that thou mayeſt carry me out of the hoſt; for 
34 4 I am wounded. And the battle increaſed that day: x 
| howbeit the king of Iſrael ſtayed [himſelf] up in [his} 
_ chariot againſt the Syrians until the even: and about 
the time of the ſun going down he died, 


CHAP. xIX. 


ale baplars return to his kingdom; 3 Is e by « 4 prophet 6 
5 his alllance with Ahab ; and appoints de Steps in the 
Lund. 7 


1 from that imminent danger he was in, ch. xviii. 
"2s 32. returned to his houſe in peace or ſafety to Je- 


3 he might be more ſenſible of the gooaneſs of God in 


8 Aab was: therefore [is] wrath upon thee from be-. 


5 away the groves out of the land; he high places dedicated 


„ 10 the idols, and not thoſe that were dedicated to God; and 
I haſt prepared thine heart to ſeek God; haſt 2 11 
1 . mncerely ana is Waris with E and lle, ; there- 


2( - ay — 


A N D | Jehoſtuphins the king of 1 3 55 being 4 181 


2 ruſalem. And Jehu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer went out 
to meet him before he came to the city, that being thus ad- 


Hus deliverance, and ſaid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldſt 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 

Lory? It was contrary to reaſon, and to the command of 
God, to join in alliance with ſuch an infamous wretch as 


| fore the Lorp, who brought @ numerous army. againſt 
3 him, as we read in the next chapter. Nevertheleſs there e 
are good things found in thee, in that thou haſt taken 


aare upon them, and his .honour is concerned in their fidelity. 
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fore God did not puniſh him in his perſon, but i in his 90% 
terity. 4 
iS © And Jehoſhaphat dwelt at Jeruſalem; he was 10. 1 
angry with the prophet, as his father had been with Hanani, 
But laid it to heart, and ſet about a further reformation: and 
he went out again through the people from Beer-ſheba 
do mount Ephraim, and brought them hack unto the 
5 Lokp God of their fathers. And he ſet judges in the 
land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by 

6 city, And ſaid to the judges, Take heed what ye do: 
for ye judge not for man, but for the LoRD, who [is] 
7 vith you in the judgment. Wherefore now let the fear 
of the Logp be upon you; take heed and do [it: 


for [there is] no iniquity with the Log our God, nor | 


. reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts, and therefore Je = 

8 ought to imitate him. Moreover in Jeruſalem did Je- 
| hoſhaphat ſet of the Levites, and [of] the prieſts, = 
of the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, for the judgment 
of the Logd, for ſacred and civil matters, and for con- 


troverſies, when they returned to Jeruſalem, for cauſes I 


received from inferior courts wha had applied to this higher | 
2 court." And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye | 
do in the fear of the Lon, faithfully, and with a per- 
fekt heart; withi an heart poſſeſſed with and guided by the | 
10 fear of Ged, ating as in his preſence. And what emo = 
ſoever, by way of appeal, ſhall come to you of your bre- | 


| thren that dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, | 


whether the murder be deſigned, or an accident, between 1 


law and commandment, ſtatutes, and judgments, whether | 


the moral law or poſitive inſtitution, where one party pleads 1 
one law ana another another, by A not only give righteous | 


Judgment, I 


8 There: were judges i is de land: before, but they were either | 


indolent or cc rrupt; therefore he now ſet. up others to puniſh | 


| idolatry, and do juſtice between man and man; and he gave them ; 
a moſt excellent admonition. 


t Judges repreſent God, have their comms from: king: his eyes 


= Some think this was the inſtitution of the ſanhedrim, or great 


council, mentioned in the New Teſtament, which was the highet 
court among the Jews. 


This was particularly neceſſary, becauſe all the cities of refuge, 1 


| Except Hebron, were in the land of Iſrael. 
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judgment, but ye ſhall even warn them that they treſpaſs 
not againſt the Loxp, and [fo] wrath come upon you, 
and upon your brethren ; give hem charge to behave bet- 


ter, and to improve the puniſhment of others for their own 
warning; this do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſs, buf wworthily 


$ i1 and honourably diſcharge your office. And, behold, Ana: 


riah the chief prieſt [is] over you in all matters of the 
LorD, ſuch as are to be judged by the late, the high priefs 
being well acquainted with it; and Zebadiah the {on of 
Iſhmael, the ruler of the houſe of Judah, for all the 
| king's matters, where the law of God gives uo particular 
direction: allo the Levites [ ſhall be] officers before you; 


ready to aſſiſt and ſee the orders executed, and follow them D 


with their advice, Deal courageouſly, and the Lon o 
mall be with the good; be 197 afra; 4 of nen, and a 
| ot vut Cod will vieſs You, ; | 


REFLECTIONS. 


JUBLICK { 9 5 jaftradtion.; is the way to reclaim 5 
backſliders, and prevent the apoſtaſy of others. 

fa en began at the right end, in ſending princæs and 

prieſts to inſtruct the people, many being ignorant of the 
law, and others were not ſufficiently acquainted with it; 


thus he promoted the reformation. God is wiſe and good 


in appointing ſtated ſeaſons for religious worſhip and in- 
ſtruction z in giving paſtors and teachers. Theſe have an 
happy influence on the righteouſneſs, peace, and welfare 
of nations. All chriſtians ſhould ſay, How beautijul are the 
feet of thoſe that bring glad Hiding, who a 77 eure, end ſoy HT 
unto Sion, Thy God reigneth |! 15 
2. God is much difpleaſed with thoſe who aſſociate with 
the wicked, and ſtrengthen them in their wickedneſs. Ahab 
perhaps was hardened by Jehoſhaphat's alliance: at leaſt 
Jehoſhaphat ſhowed that he had not that dread of idolatry. 
which he ſhould have had, and his people might be encou- 
raged in it by the king's joining with notorious idolaters, 
Shall the ſervants of God (v. 2.) help the ungodly, and 
love them that hate the Lord? Wicked men hate God, 


and we ſhould hate them, that is, hate their crimes, but 
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not their perſons; we ſhould ſhun their ſociety, and hay: 
no communion with them; have no friend/hip with the un. 
fruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them. Cc Mme ou! 
from among them, and be ſeparate, 

3. Learn to take reproof well; and amend what is 8 

I it is too late to mend the caſe reproved, be more re. 
lute in others. Jehoſhaphat took it well. To atone for 
his viſit to Ahab, he made a viſitation thro? his kingdom, 
to reform what was amiſs, and to make up former defects, 
by greater zeal for the future, and eſpecially by attempts 
to reform others, and prevent the increaſe of national guilt, 
4. Here are excellent inſtructions to magiſtrates; and [| 
wiſh they were written in every court of juſtice, to remind 
them by whoſe authority they act; whom they repreſent ; 
that the eyes of God, the ſupreme judge, are upon them; 
and that they are accountable to him for all their behaviour, 
_ eſpecially in the judgments they paſs. And let us all learn | 


but ſin is the reproach of any people, and will, ſooner or later, 
prove [heir ruin. 5 135 


to be reſolute and courageous in the cauſe of God and pub 4 
lick virtue, and to pray that our magiſtrates may be ſuch 4 c 
as that wwe may lead your and peaceable lives, in all mah "2 
and honefly, 3 
5. Thoſe who do not prevent ſin in others, and warn t 
them of it, treſpaſs themſelves. v. 10. Ye ſhall even war! 5 

them that they treſpaſs not againſt the Lord, and ſo wrath con: M e 
pon you and upon your brethren, It is every one's duty to 1 
promote the reformation of others as much as lies in his M 6 2 
power; otherwiſe he is acceſſary to their guilt and ruin. We t 
ſhould warn men that they treſpaſs not againſt the Lord. WM {+ 
and thus endeavour to prevent national calamities coming WM | 
upon us; remembering, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 7: 
( 

| 

( 


— 


CHAP. XX. 


85 The mak Fon of Judah by a numerous army z Feloſhaphat $ £01: 
Adult on receiving the news of this; the comfortable meſſage ie 
r eceived Van God; 0 lie . — — of th 


inc hay 
7 and 
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prince and people for this encouragement ; they go forth, 


aſſured of victory, with the praiſes of God in their mouths ; ; 
and the event anſwers their expectations. 


T came to paſs after this alſo, [that] the children 
of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with 
them other] beſides the Ammonites, came againſt 
Jehoſhaphat to battle. Things went on well till Fehoſba- 
phat joined with Ahab, which he was now puniſhed for. 
2 Then there came ſome that told Jehoſhaphat, ſaying, 
There cometh a great multitude againſt thee from 
beyond the ſea on this fide Syria; and, behold, they 
[be] in Hazazon-tamar, which [is] F n-gedi, on the 
3 very borders of thy country. And Jehoſhaphat, at the re- 
 membrance of the judgment denounced againſt him for help- 
ing Ahab, feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Loxo, 
and proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah, in toten of 
His humility, as an acknowledgment of his unworthineſs, 
and his earneſt deſire of God's help, while he diſregarded the 
4 calls of nature to attend to his ſervice, And Judah 
: gathered themſelves together, to aſk [help] of the 
| Lord: even out of all the cities of ns they came 


| to ſeek the Low, — = — 
5 And Jehoſbaphat ſtood | on an eminence in the 8 LY | (I 

gregation of Judah and Jeruſalem, in the houſe of the 8 
LR p, before the new court; the court of the prieſts, which t | 15 5 
6 was lately repaired; And ſaid, © Lorp God of our fa- _ 
thers, [art] not thou God in heaven? and ruleſt [not] _ oy 


thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine — 
hand [is there not] power and might, ſo that none is 1 
7 able to withſtand thee? Art] not thou our God, he 5 
Cod of Iſrael, [who] didſt drive out the inhabitants of 
this land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the 
$ ſeed of Abraham thy friend for ever?* And they — 
dwelt therein, and have built thee a ſanctuary therein —— oi 
9 for thy name, ſaying, If [when] evil cometh upon us, W 
[as] the ſword, judgment, or peſtilence, or famine, we 
ſtand before this houſe, and in thy preſence, (for thy 
name [is] in this houſe,) and cry unto thee in our 
"Yor. Hh. Uu . affliction, 


Abraham was hir friend; to him he gave the original grant, — | 
and RNs the perpetuity of it; 5 and theſe were his poſterity. 
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affliction, then thou wilt hear and help; pleading ti u 
folemn manner in which the temple was dedicated, and the 17 ei 

10 promiſe God had made there, (1 Kings viii. 37.) And WM <@ 
now, behold, the children of Ammon, and Moab, and ſe 
mount Seir, whom thou wouldſt not let Iſrael invade, 1 


| when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they 
turned from them and deſtroyed them not; ke pleads t! 
their ingratitude, in coming up againſt Iſrael, who did not 
II invade them when they were marching by their land; Behold, | 
Il fay, how] they reward us, to come to caſt us out | 
of thy poſſeſſion, which thou haſt given us to inherit; 
tit is rebelling againſt thee, who they well know hath given 
132 us this land. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might againſt this great company that | 
cometh againſt us; neither know we what to do : but | 
our eyes [are] upon thee; we appeal to thy juſtice in 
dur behalf, and acknowledge our own weakneſs and per- 
13 plexity. And all Judah ſtood before the Lord, with 
their little ones, their wives, and their children.“ 
14 Then upon Jahaziel the ſon of Zechariah, the ſon 
oOf Benaiah, the ſon of Jeiel, the ſon of Mattaniah, 2 
Leevite of the ſons of Aſaph, came the Spirit of the 
15 Lonp in the midſt of the congregation;“ And he ſaid, 
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, and thou king Jehoſhaphat, Thus ſaith the Logo 
unto you, Be not afraid or diſmayed by reaſon of this 
great multitude; for the battle [is] not your's, but 
156 God's; the cauſe is his, and he will ſucceed you. To 
morrow go ye down againſt them: behold, they come 21 
This may ſeem ſtrange, when we compare chap. xvii. 14—16; 
but on a ſadden invaſion they could not gather ſo large an army 
together; perhaps they might have loſt many in their expedition to 
Ramoth-gilead. Or it may intimate their ignorance of the beſt 
means to help themſelves, and therefore they fly to God, 
u [Tt was wiſe to bring their wives and little ones forth, to excite 
both compaſſion and courage in the minds of the men; to make them 


more ſerious and fervent in prayer; and to move, as it were, the 
divine compaſſion in their favour, 2 258 e 
Perhaps he had never propheſied before, but the ſpirit then 
firſt came upon him; while they were praying God heard, and 
e 
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up by the cliff of Ziz, and ye ſhall find them at the 


end of the brook, before the wilderneſs of Jeruel. Ye 
| ſhall not need] to fight in this [battle;] ſet your- 
| ſelves, ſtand ye [till,] and ſee the ſalvation of the 
 Lorp with you, O Judah and Jeruſalem : fear not, 


nor be diſmayed; to morrow go out againſt them ; for 


the Logp [will certainly be] with you. He aſſures them 
of deliverance, but does not tell them by what means, re- 


Peating the encouragement, and inviting them to make an 


18 experiment of God's goodneſs and truth, And Jehoſhaphat 


bowed his head with [his] face to the ground: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell before the 
Lo&D, worſhipping the LoRD; hey did not aſk a fign to 


confirm this, but, as it was an anſwer to prayer, they 2 


19 believed it. And the Levites, of the children of the 
Kohathites and of the children of the Korhites, ſtood 


- up to praiſe the LoRD God of Iſrael with a loud voice 


on high; the Levites were ſo affeFed by this merciful de- 
 claration, that they ſtood up 2 ſung a hymn of triumph 


before the victory, and raiſed their voices, that they might 


= be the better heard, and expreſs their full aſſurance of ſucceſs. 
20 And they roſe early in the morning, and went forth 


into the wilderneſs of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 


Jehoſhaphat ſtood in the gate of the city, and ſaid, Hear 


me, O Judah, and ye e of Jeruſalem ; Be- 
lieve in the Loxp your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed; 


believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper ; /hall have 
| Preſent peace, be delivered from all uneaſy apprehenſions, 
21 and enjoy immediate proſperity. And when he had con- 
ſulted with the people, with the commanders and leaders, 
he appointed ſingers unto the Lokp, and that ſnould 


praiſe the beauty of holineſs, as they went out before 


the army, and to lay, . the Loxp 3 for his mercy 7 


13 for ever.“ 


And when they began to fing and to o praiſe the 
Uu 2 Lord 
38 They were to \praiſe God in the ſame habit and in the ſame 


manner as they did in the temple, which was called the beauty of 
tolineſ5, being a beautiful and holy place. They probably repeated 


the 136th pſalm, the Levites ſinging the firſt part of the verſe, and 


all the people the chorus, for his mercy endureth for ever. This was 


0 noble proceſſion, worthy. a people who belier ed in God. 
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676 1. CHRONICLES: XX: 
Lon ſet ambuſhments againſt the children of Ammon, 


Moab, and mount Seir, which were come again(} 
23 Judah; and they were ſmitten.” For the children of 


Ammon and Moab ſtood up againſt the inhabitants of | 


mount Seir, utterly to ſlay and deſtroy [them :] and 
When they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, 


24 every one helped to deſtroy another. And when Judah | 


came toward the watch-tower in the wilderneſs, the 
looked unto' the multitude, and, behold, they [were] 

dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none eſcaped 
25 they found the greateſt part of their enemies ſlain. And 
when Jehoſhaphat and his people came to take away 
the ſpoil of them, they found among them in abun- 
dance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious 
3 jewels, which they ſtripped off for themſelves, more 
than they could carry away: and they were three eh 

in gathering of the ſpoil, it was ſo much, 

26 And on the fourth day, when they had done gathering 
the ſpoils, they aſſembled themſelves in the valley of 
Berachah; on 7he ſpot of ground where the allies lay dead, 
they joined together, in a ſolemn manner, to praiſe the Lord; 
for there they bleſſed the Loxp: therefore the name 
of the ſame place was called, The valley of Berachah, 
27 that is, bleſſing, unto this day. Then they returned, 
every man of Judah and Jeruſalem, and Jehoſhaphat 
in the forefront of them, to go again to Jeruſalem with 
Joy; for the Loxp had made them to rejoice over their 
28 enemies. And they came to Jeruſalem with pſalteries 
and . and trumpets unto the houſe of the Loxp; 
nuot content with what they had done in the valley, they re- 
_ newed their praiſe at Feruſalem; appearing before Cod in a 
* ſolemn manner in the temple. They did not go home to thiit 
families, or to diſpoſe of their booty, but came to the temple, 
— Þ 9 where they probably offered many ſacrifices. And the fear 
of God was on all the kingdoms of [thoſe] countries, 
when they had heard that the LoRD fought againſt the 


enemies 


* „They lay i in mw Abend Judah: but God confounded theit 
minds, and they fell upon their own army; and the allies, ſuſpe&- 


ing treachery, fell upon one another; 3 while the Iſraelites had 22 
to do but to Took on, 


34 


1. 


anc 
pre 
the 
pri 


vic 


SE w ——_— o > —— 


2 wS® If "SS . TY ww —_— 


„ 003 VP we E 


4 


U. CHRONICLES, XX. 677 
enemies of Iſrael; they were all alarmed when they heard 25 


of ſuch a victory, obtained without fighting, and in anſwer 


30 to prayers. So the realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet: for 


his God gave him reſt round about, 


21 And Jehoſhaphat reigned over Judah : (he was 
chirty and five years old when he began to reign, and 


he reigned twenty and five years in Jeruſalem. And 


his mother's name [was] Azubah the daughter of 


32 Shilhi. And he walked in the way of Aſa his father, 


and departed not from it, doing [ that which was] right 
33 in the fight of the LoRD. Howbeit, the high places 
were not taken away : for as yet the people had not 
prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers; 
tho* they complied outwardly with ſome reformation, yet 


| their hearts were not throughly purged from their idols. 
4 Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoſhaphat, firſt and laſt, 


9 they [are] written in the book of Jehu the fon 
of Hanani, who [is] mentioned 1 in the book of the kings 


of Iſrael. 


35 And after this did Jehoſhaphat king of Judah j join 


himſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael, who did very 
36 wickedly. And he joined himſelf with him to make 


ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh: and they made the ſhips in 
Ezion-gaber z this was wrong, and he mas reproved for 


37 it. Then Eliezer the ſon of Dodavah of Mareſhah pro- 
pheſied againſt Jehoſhaphat, ſaying, Becauſe thou haſt 
joined thyſelf with Ahaziah, the Lokp hath broken 
thy works, And the ſhips were broken, that they 
ere not able to go to 'Tarſhiſh ; Jehoſhaphat repented, 
1 and broke off the alliance, as we read mi . Xxil, 49. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Vic C8. 


HEN publiek dangers appear, it is a time for : 
prayer. Jehoſhaphat was alarmed at the tidings, 
ad e proclaimed a faſt, He laid in a ſtock of 
prayers from the firſt appearance of danger, and ſecured 
the help of heaven. Happy is it when good men and 
princes lead the may in ſuch reaſonable and beneficial ſer- 
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ceive and! improve the favours of heaven. 


tions, is the certain way to peace, eſtabliſhment, and proſ- 


now); but we have the revelation of Prophets, apoſtles, 
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2. In prayer we ſhould acknowledge the perfections and 
glory of God, and take encouragement from them. He 


hath almighty power and univerſal dominion. We ſhould 
conſider this, to encourage our faith and hope. 


3. We may recollect and plead former inſtances of M 
divine favour and goodneſs. So Jehoſhaphat here, v. 7, 8 


Alrt not thou our God, who didſt drive out the inhabitants of this 
land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the ſeed of Abra. 
ham thy friend for ever? and they dwelt therein, and built thee 

a ſanfluary for thy name, This ſhows care in obſerving for- 
mer mercies, and gratitude for them; and — our 


believing expectations of further deliverance. 5 
4. Learn to plead the promiſes of God in prayer. His 


ſolemn declarations are deſigned to give us ſtrong conſolation, 


We ſhould treaſure them up in our minds, and urge and 
Plead them at the throne of grace. 


5. Let us be duly ſenſible of our own weakneſs, and 


” humbly intreat ſtrength of God againſt our ſpiritual ene- 
mies, againſt fleſh and blood, ſatan, and the world. We 
have comparatively no might in ourſelves, therefore let us 


1 0 direct our views to God, and truſt in the Lord for 5 a | 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ftrength, 


6. Thoſe who can ſpeak ſincerely to God i in prayer, may 
humbly hope he will dire& his miniſters to ſpeak comfor- 
tably to them, v. 14, Then upon Jaſiaxiel the ſon of Zecha- 
riali came the Spirit of the Lord, in the midſt of the congrega- 
tion, Then, immediately, while they were praying, the 


| Prophet is ſent with good and comfortable tidings. If 
the faithful ſervants of God abound in fervent devotion, 


miniſters have a commiſſion to ſpeak comfortably to them, 
and his Spirit ſnall make the conſolation effectual. 


7. It is good to praiſe God for the proſpect of deliver- 
_ ance, and thank him for merciful declarations, before they 
are accompliſhed, This teſtimony of our faith is pleaſing 
to God, and brings the mind into a ſuitable frame to re- 


8. Faith in God's promiſes, while we follow his direc- 


perity, in both worlds. We have no extraordinary prophet 


and 
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ſtrong in the faith, fo ſhall we proſper; 
The divine goodneſs muſt be thankfully acknow- 


ledged 3 in national deliverances : as it was here. And we 


ſhould perpetuate the memory of theſe favours, that we 


may long value them, and render unto the Lord according to 


his benefits. 


10. Thoſe who have ſeparated themſelves from keeping - 


bad company, ſhould have nothing to do with them any 
more. Jehoſhaphat had ſuffered, by joining with Ahab; 


he loſt his ſhips and men, and narrowly eſcaped with his 
life; but when Ahaziah ſolicited him afterwards to join 


him, he would not. Thus let us ſay to every one that 


would tempt us to repeat our former fins, Depart from me, 


ye evil doers, for J am 3 determined to ſerve the Lord. 


CHAE. XXI. 


. the hiſtory of Fehoram, one of the vileſt kings of Judah. 
There is ſome little confuſion in the date of his reign, probably 
occaſioned by his being Viceroy to his Fal once or twice when 


le went from home. 


679 
2 Chriſt; let us give credit to their meſſages, and bs 


OW Jehoſhaphat ſlept with his ke and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of Da- 
vid, 1 Kings xxii. 50. And Jehoram his ſon reigned in 
2 his ſtead. And he had brethren the ſons of Jehoſna- 
Phat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Aza- 
riah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all theſe [were] 
the ſons of Jehoſhaphat king of Iſrael, or Judah, as the 
Seventy read it, and as it undoubtedly ought to be read; the. 
3 other being a miſtake of ſome tranſcriber, And their father 
gave them great gifts of ſilver, and of gold, and of 
Precious things, after the patriarchal manner, with fenced 
cities in Judah; at a diſtance from the capital, that tießy 
might give their brother no diſturbance, and be ſecure from 
any ſudden attack: but the kingdom gave he to Jeho- 
4 ram; becauſe he [was] the firſt born, Now when Je- 
horam was riſen up to the kingdom of his father, he 
Uu4 RE" 
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1 5 9 ſent them. Then Jehoram went forth with his Princes, 


5 10 Edomites, but did not reduce them to ſubjettion.* So the 


. K es emma : - : 


* — * 
* 
— — 


ſtrengthened himſelf, and flew all his brethren with the 1 
ſword; he founded his kingdom in blood, and flew all hi; 
brethren, not becauſe they gave him any diſturbance, but, az 
we read afterwards, becauſe they were better than he, pro. | 
bably not joining in his idolatry; and [divers] alſo of the 
princes of Iſrael; ſome of thoſe who came over from that 
kingdom, and were moſt Zealous againſt THOR: in 
5 "I N 
Jehoram raw} thirty and two years old when he be. 3 
" Un to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jeruſalem, MW 12 


6 And he walked in the way of the kings of Iſrael, like 


as did the houſe of Ahab, and worſe he could not do: for 
he had Athalian the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he 
Jorſool the ways of his pious anceſtors, and wrought [that 
7 which was] evil in the eyes of the LoRD. Howbeit the 
 Lorp would not deſtroy the houſe of David, would nut WM 13 
cut off the ſucceſſion, till the Meſſiah came, becauſe of the 


covenant that he had made with David, and as he pro- 


miſed to give a light to him and to his ſons for ever; 


5 zo ſupply the lamp with freſh oil, that it Joould not Zo out, 
2 Sam. vii. 12. 1 Kings xi. 36. 


8 In his days the Edomites revoled from under the 
dominion of Judah, and made themſelves a king; %% 
had been ſulject to the Ijraelites fince David's time, about 

one hundred and fifty years, and were uſed to have a vicerq 


J. 


and all his chariots with him: and he roſe up by night, 
and ſmote the Edomites which compaſſed him in, and 
the captains of the chariots; he gained a victory over the} 


_ Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto 
this day; and thus Iſaac's prophecy, in Geneſis xxvii. 40. 
1 was fulfilled. The fame time [alſo] did Libnah revolt 

from "URGE his hand: 1 he had forſaken the 

. Lon 
Q Others think the worls are capable of being rendered thus, M 


. Saas. 


the Edomitis ſmote thoje who were about him, that is, about Jeho- 


ram; and the captains of the chariots and the people fled to their 
tents, from whence they had made a fally in the night upon the 
Edomites, as i is in 2 Kings viii. 21. | 
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11 Loxp God of his fathers.* Moreover he made high 
places in the mountains of Judah, and cauſed the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem to commit fornication, and com- 


pelled Judah [thereto] he ſet up idolatry, with impure and 
gel rites in their worſhip. Feruſalem was eaſily brought 


into it by the influence of the king and the court; but it was 


more difficult to corrupt the country, they were the laſt that 
| became 8 n he was . 40 uſe farce with 
. them. _ 


12 And there came a writing to him from Elijah the 


prophet,” ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp God of David 
thy father, Becauſe thou haſt not walked in the ways 
of Jehoſhaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Aſa king 


- of: Judah; intimating that his degeneracy was aggravated 
0 the piety of his anceſtors, eſpecially of his father and 
13 grandfather , But haſt walked in the way of the kings of 


Iſrael, and haſt made Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru« 


falem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the 


| houſe of Ahab; haſt not only been an idolater thyſelf, but 
compelled others to be ſo; and alſo haſt ſlain thy brethren of 


tmp father's houſe, [which were] better than thyſelf: hr 
was peculiarly heinous, as they were good men, far better 
than himſelf. Theſe are the charges againſt him ; then follows 
| Tm the ſentence : Behold, with a great plague will the Lorp 
ſmite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and 
1 5 all thy goods: And thou [ ſhalt have] great fickneſs by 
_ diſeaſe of thy bowels, until thy bowels tall out by reaſon 
of the ſickneſs day by day: almoſt every calamity that can 
be "_ 9. fall come upon thee, and on the people who have 
. complied 
. „Libasb was a conſiderable city of the prieſts, on the frontiers 
of Judah, which revolted, becauſe he had ſet up idolatrous wor- 


ſhip, contrary to the law of God. 
at home, and therefore could not recover bis dominion over the N 


Edomites. 


AI e generally Went that Elijah was tranſlated long: before' 
this; but, foreſeeing Jehoram's wickedneſs, he might leave this 


letter behind to be ſent to him, that coming in this extraordinary 


Way it might have the greater effect. Perhaps his inſolence and 
cruelty were ſo great, as not to bear the reproof of a living 
prophet; tho? I rather think this might be before Elijah's tranſ: 

lation, as dhe order of the ſtory is not erat obſerved. 


Thus he had work enough 
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of. 
16 


complied with uy idolatry. Bui the threatening had ns 


Moreover the Lonb ſtirred up againſt Jehoram the 
ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Arabians, that [were] 
near the Ethiopians ; the Philiſtines invaded him on the 


cd ooeſt, and the Arabians and their neighbours on the fouth 
- ,-+--"---. Drake mto'1t; and carried away all the ſubſtance that 
Vas found in the king's houſe, and his ſons alſo, and 


and on the ca: And they came up into Judah, and 


| his wives; the chief calamity fell upon him and upon his 


wives and children; ſo that there was never a ſon left 
him, fave Jehoahaz, or Ahaziah, the youngeſt of his 


| ſons, who reigned after him; and one wife alſo, who was 
a great ſcourge to the nation afterwards. The other ſons 


were all ſlain, as we find in the firſt verſe of the next chap. | 


ter, which was a Juf Judgment 985 hin for * his 


. brethren. 


. 1 


19 diſeaſe. And it came to paſs, that in proceſs of time, 


And after all this, which he had fren and felt, the 
Lorp ſmote him in his bowels with an incurable 


after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reaſon 
of his ſickneſs : ſo he died of fore diſeaſes. And his 


people made no burning for him, like the burning of 


20 his fathers. Thirty and two years old was he when he 


began to reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem eight 
years, and departed without being deſired ; they were 
| glad he was dead, and themſelves delivered from ſuch a 
Plague. Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, 


but not in the N of the 1 5 5 Foy 
even 1 him Jon: little N „ 


REFLECTIONS. 


YEE the fad confines of marrying a 1 per- 7 
ſon, and being allied to an irreligious family, The 


3 fs af Jehoram's wickedneſs and miſery was a bad wife, 

of Ahab's accurſed race; who counſelled him, and her 
ſeon after him, 10 do wickedl... Great caution is required 
nin making a ſettlement for life, Profeſſors and profane 


5 Rs 5 uniting 
Alter this, 2 Kings, clap, ix. may be read. 
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uniting, was the ruin of the old world, Thoſe that are ill 


matched are half ruined : and no charms of perſon, wealth, 


or honour, will tempt any that are wiſe and TORREY to 
run ſuch a deſperate riſk. 
2. The fins of the children of good parents are highly 
aggravated, and they expoſe themſelves to ſevere condem- 
nation. Obſerve how Jehoram is reminded of the piety of 


| his good father and grandfather ; and let children of good . 


parents ſee, in his miſery, the fad conſequences of forſaking 


the God of their fathers, and deſpiſing their counſel, Such 


are, like Joram, generally the worſt of men; worſe than 


thoſe who never enjoyed ſuch advantages. Let young peo- 


ple, therefore, know the God of their TJ" ; and das um 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind. 


. What a 11 of horror was this wicked prince u 
the laſt ſcenes of life! and what miſery do men run them- 
ſelves into by obſtinate diſobedience! To have the hand of 
God upon him in ſo awful a manner; a meſſenger ſent 
from God to forewarn him of it, to let him know that he 


muſt die, and die in in this dreadful manner ; muft ſurely 


occaſion inexpreſſible terror and anguiſh. Yet, aſtoniſh- 
ing! we do not read of his repentance. Perhaps the to- 
ments of hell work upon him, and the other unhappy 
creatures who are there, juſt in the ſame manner. What 
diſtreſs muſt it have occaſioned him, that all his wives and 
children, who might have been comforts to him, were taken 
from him, except one young child, and a wicked, ill- natur- 
ed, cruel wife, who was left to torment him: his ſubſtance. 
gone, his kingdom divided, ſome of his people revolting, 
and all deſpiſing him; unable by reaſon of his diſorder to do 
any thing toward recovering his ſubſtance or his kingdom. 
A more dreadful fituation can ſcarcely be conceived. The 
inſtruction conveyed by it is, that we ſhould Hand in awe, 
and fin not. To be fick, without ſubſtance, and without 
friends, is bad enough but to be fick, and in fin, under 
the curſe of God; to have no grace to bear it, nor wiſdom _ 
to improve it; to have no proſpect, but a fearful looking for 
of Judgment and fiery indignation, Heb. x. 27. 18 a ſad caſe in- 
_ deed, This wicked prince was executed, as a warning to all 
wicked | 
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684 1. CHRONICLES. XXII 
wicked men, what 4 fearful thing it 1s to fall into the 5 
e the living God. 
4. Wickedneſs will make the Fate of men mean and 
contemptible in the eyes of others; yea, thoſe who have no 


5 religion themſelves will deſpiſe them. The people wiſhed 


him dead; were glad when he was gonez and he had not 


- the cuſtomary honours of a king paid him at his funeral, 


T hoſe who deſpiſe God ſhall be lightly efteemed, When the righ- 
 teonus are in honour, the people choice; 5 but when the Wicked 


- periſh, there is cartel 
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—— 


5 | Mariah ſucceedeth Jeforam, and reigneth wickedly : | he is ain 


by Felu , Athalioh deſiroyeth all the royal feed, woe foaſi, 
and n the kingdom. 


ND the inhabitants of Jeralem 'made Akaziah 
his youngeſt ſon king in his ſtead : for the band 
* men that came with the Arabians to the camp had 
lain all the eldeſt, So Ahaziah the ſon of Jehoram 
5 2 king of Judah reigned. Forty and two years old [was 
Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one 
Fear in Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo [was] Atha- 
2 liah the daughter of Omri. He alſo walked in the ways 
of the houſe of Ahab: for his mother was his counſel- 
4 lor to do wickedly. Wherefore he did evil in the ſight 
of the Loxp like the houſe of Ahab: for they were his 
counſellors after the death of his father to his deſtruc. 
tion. 
He walked allo after a 8 and went with 
" Jehoram the ſon of Ahab king of Iſrael to war againſt 
_ Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead: and the Sy- 
; 6 rians ſmote Joram, And he returned to be healed in 


J]enreel, becauſe of the wounds which were given him 
at Ramah, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria, 
And Azariah the ſon of Jehoram king of Judah went 


dcqun to fee Jehoram the ſon of Ahab at Jezreel, 
1 becauſe he was 2 And the deſtruction of Ahaziah 


* 43 
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11 


12 


. 


63. . . _— „ 


i. CHRONICLES, XXIIL 636 


| was of God by coming to Joram: for when he was 


come, he went out with Jehoram againſt Jehu the ſon 


of Nimſhi, whom the Load had anointed to cut off 
3 the houſe of Ahab. And it came to paſs, that, when 
Jehu was executing judgment upon the houſe of Ahab, 


and found the princes of Judah, and the ſons of the 
brethren of Ahaziah, that miniſtered to Ahaziah, he _ 
9 flew them. And he fought Ahaziah : and they caught 5 


him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 
Jehu: and when they had flain him, they baried him: 


Becauſe, ſaid they, he [is] the ſon of Jchothaphat, 


| who ſought the Logo with all his heart. So the houſe 
of Ahaziah had no power to keep ſtill the kingdom. 


10 But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah ſaw that 
her ſon was dead, ſhe aroſe and deſtroyed all the feed 
11 royal of the houſe of Judah. But Jehoſhabeath, the 


daughter of the king, took Joaſh the fon of Ahaziah, 


and ſtole him from among the king's ſons that were 
lain, and put him and his nurſe in a bedchamber. So 
Jehoſhabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife 
of Jehoiada the prieſt, (for ſhe was the ſiſter of Aha- 


ꝛziah, ) hid him from Athaliah, ſo that ſhe flew him 


12 not, And he was with them hid in the houſe of God 


2” x years: and Athaliah reigned over the land. 


ry — 
—ů 


—__ —— 
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2 maketh Foaſh king : 3 Athalich is Fg and aui 


 reſtoreth the wor ſoip of God. 


ND in the ſeventh year Jehoiada 1 Je 
himſelf, and took the captains of hundreds, 
Azariah the fon of Jeroham, and Iſhmael the fon of _ 
| Jehohanan, and Azariah the ſon of Obed, and Maaſetah _ 

the fon of Adaiah, and Eliſhaphat the ſon of Zichrl, 
2 into covenant with him. And they went about in Ju- 
dah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities of 
Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, and they 
3 came to Jeruſalem, And all the congregation made a 

_ 58 covenant. 
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586 UL. CHRONICLES. XXIII. 


covenant with the king in the houſe of God. And he 
ſaid unto them, Behold, the king's ſon ſhall reign, as 


4 the Lokp hath ſaid of the ſons of David. This [is] 


5 


the thing that ye ſhall do; A third part of you entering 
on the ſabbath, of the prieſts and of the Levites, [ſhall 
be] porters of the doors ; And a third part [ſhall be] 


at the king's houſe; and a third part at the gate of the 


6 


foundation: and all the people {ſhall be] in the courts 
of the houſe of the Log. But let none come into the 


| houſe of the Logo, fave the prieſts, and they that 
| miniſter of the Levites; they ſhall go in, for they [are] 


holy: but all the people ſhall keep the watch of the 
Lord. And the Levites ſhall compaſs the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in his hand; and 


| whoſoever [elſe] cometh into the houſe, he ſhall be put 


to death: but be ye with the king when he cometh in, 


and when he goeth out. So the Levites and all Judah 


did according to all things that Jehoiada the prieſt had 


commanded, and took every man his men that were to 


come in on the ſabbath, with them that were to go 
1 out] on the ſabbath: for Jehoiada the prieſt diſmiſſed 
not the courſes. Moreover Jehoiada the prieſt deliver- 
| ed to the captains of hundreds ſpears, and bucklers, 


: and ſhields, that [had been] king David's, which 


— 


[were] in the houſe of God. And he ſet all the people 


every man having his weapon in his hand, from the 
right fide of the temple to the left fide of the temple, 


ET along by the altar and the temple, by the king round 


11 about. Then they brought out the king's ſon, and 


put upon him the crown, and [gave him] the teſti- 


5 1 


mony, and made him king: and Jehoiada and his ſons 
anointed him, and ſaid, God fave the king. 
15 42 


Now when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the people 


running and praiſing the king, ſhe came to the people 
into the houſe of the Lord: And ſhe looked, and, be- 


hold, the king ſtood at his pillar at the entering in, and 
the princes and the trumpets by the king: and all the 


people of the land rejoiced, and ſounded with trumpets, 


_ alſo the ſingers with inſtruments of muſick, and ſuch as 


5 . to ſing praile. Then Attaliah rent t her clothes, 


and 
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I. CHRONICLES. XXIV. 687 
14 and ſaid; Treaſon, Treaſon. Then Jehoiada the prieſt 
brought out the captains of hundreds that were ſet over 
the hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth of the 
ranges: and whoſo followeth her, let him be ſlain with 
the ſword. For the prieſts ſaid, Slay her not in the 
15 houſe of the Lond, So they laid hands on her; and 
when ſhe was come to the entering of the horſe gate 
by the king's houſe, they ſlew her there. 
16 And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that 
7 they ſhould be the Loxb's people. Then all the peo- 
ple went to the houſe of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and flew Mat- 
18 tan the prieſt of Baal before the altars. Alſo Jehoiada 
appointed the offices of the houſe of the Loxp by the 
hand of the prieſts the Levites, whom David had 
diſtributed in the houſe of the Lokp, to offer the burnt 
offerings of the Lon, as [it is] written in the law of 
| Moſes, with rejoicing and with ſinging, [as it was or- 
19 dained] by David. And he ſet the porters at the gates 
of the houſe of the Logp, that none [which was] un- 
20 clean in any thing ſhould enter in. And he took the 
| captains of hundreds, and the nobles, and the gover- 
' nors of the people, and all the people of the land, and 
brought down the king from the houſe of the Lokp: : 
and they came through the high gate into the king” J 
_ houſe, and ſet the king upon the throne of the king- 
21 dom. And all the people of the land rejoiced : and the 
city was quiet, after that * had lain Athaliah with : 
the ſword, = 


— mes 


CHAP. XXIV. 


7 caſh ks the time of Jehoiada, reigus 1 and repairs the 5 


3 but afterwards apoſtatizes from God, and is ſlain, 


OASH [was] ſeven years old when he began to 
reign, and he . Kr forty years in Jeruſalem. 
Eis a s name allo [was] Zibeah of Beer-ſheba, 
a 
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2 And Joaſh did [that which was] right in the fi ght of 
the Lorp all the days of Jehoiada the prieſt ; but he did 
not take away the high places, 2 Kings xii. 3. he durſt not 
not attempt that, (they were not taken away till the time of 
3 Hezekiah) tho" he ſacrificed only to the true God. And 
| Jehotada took for him two wives; and he begat ſons 


and daughters; he was directed i in his choice * thi Coca 


Higli prieſk, 
4 And it came to paſs after this, [that] 1 was 
minded to repair the houſe of the Logp, which was 
gone to decay, having been neglected in the former reign, 
bout of gratitude to God for having been preſerved there, 
5 And he gathered together the priefts and the Levites, 
and ſaid to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and 
gather of all Iſrael money to repair the houſe of your 
God from year to year, and ſee that ye haſten the mat- 
ter.“ Howbeit the Levites haſtened [it] not. There wa; 
4 ſpirit of careleſſneſs and indevotion among them ; and we 
read elſewhere, that nothing was done for jwenty-three years. 
The king therefore took another method, and appointed other 


' people. And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and 
ſiaid unto him, Why haſt thou not required of the Le- 


vites to bring 1n out of Judah and out of Jeruſalem the 
collection, [according to the commandment] of Moſes 
the ſervant of the Logo, and of the congregation of 
7 Iſrael, for the tabernacle of witneſs ? For the ſons of 
Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up the 


Wo | | houſe of God; and allo all the dedicated things of the 
houſe of the Loxp did they beſtow upon Baalim, 70 
8 adorn the temple and promote the worſhip of Baal. And at 


the king's commandment they made a cheſt, with a ſl! 
m the top to put in . aud ſet ! it without : at the gate 


a It i is allet in 2 ; Kinge xii. 9 the wincy of the Dedicand things, 


What were, or ſnould have been, devoted to God, beſides the halt 


ſhekel for all above twenty. Something was due on both their 


accounts, Lev. xxvii. 2. he therefore ſends to ſolicit the acquit- 
| tance of theſe debts, year by year, that ſometiing might be done 
every year till the temple was quite repaired, and that it ſhould 


be done immediately, 
© Theſe were probably by 3 huſband, om ſhe Intended 


to > advance, and therefore few the houſe of David, 


of | 
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II. CHRONICLES. XXIV. 689 
9 of the houſe of the Loxb. And they made a procla- 
| mation through Judah and Jeruſalem, to bring in to 
the Lonp the collection [that] Moſes the ſervant of 
, God [laid] upon Iſrael in the wilderneſs, for building 
10 te tabernacle, And all the princes and all the people 
rejoiced, and brought in, and caſt into the cheſt, 
until they had made an end, ill they had brought in 
enough, for they offered freely to this ſervice, Now it 
came to paſs, that at what time the cheſt was brought 
unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites, and 
when they ſaw that [there was] much money; the 
King's ſcribe and the high prieſt's officer came and 
emptied the cheſt, and took it, and carried it to his 
place again; this was done in the preſence of the high 
prieſt*s officer and the ſecretary of ſtate, that there might be 
uo fraud, Thus they did day by day, and gathered 
money in abundance. And the King and Jehoiada 
gave it to ſuch as did the work of the ſervice of the 
| houſe of the Loky, and hired maſons and carpenters 
do repair the houſe of the Loxd, and alſo ſuch as 
urougght iron and braſs to mend the houſe of the Logp. 
3 So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected 
by them, and they ſet the houſe of God in his ſtate, 


8 4 ſtrengthened it; the work went on proſperouſiy, the 
f ' workmen Were faithful, 2 Kings X11, 15. and the whole was 
pf 18 4 ſpeedily completed. And when they had finiſhed [it,] 
le they brought the reſt of the money before the king and 
1e | Jehoiada, whereof were made veſſels for the houſe of 
i the Log, ſeven] veſſels to miniſter, and to offer 
at  [withal,] and ſpoons, and veſſels of gold and filver ; ; 
1 r7othing of this kind was done till the temple Wwas Put in re- 
te pair, and what remained was laid out in furniture and 
of ornaments, 2 Kings xii. 13. And they offered burnt 
_ offerings in the houſe if the LogD continually all the _ 
7 days of Jehoiada; he ſacrifices and ny were conſtantly i 
e and regularly carried on. 1 
it- 15 But Jehoiada waxed old, 1 | was fall of Fea when | 6 
wp he died; an hundred and thirty years old [was he] when 1 


he died; this was a great age; he remembered Solomon, and - wo: 
a 16 ved in eight ings TW And they buried him in the 
| Vol. 111. W * x 8 SD "WY 
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| city of David among the kings, becauſe he had done 
| | good in Iſrael, both toward God, and toward his 
1 houſe; he repaired the temple and reſtored the worſhip. Wl 23 
1 17 Nov after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of . 
1 Judah, and made obeiſance to Jaaſi the king; they dur 
| 1 not come before, becauſe they knew Felioiada had great influence 
3 over him; but now they came with fine flattering ſpeeches, 
= complaining that Feruſalem was too far off, and deſiring leave 
Fo © to worſhip Baal. Then the king hearkened unto them, 
; 1s And they left the houſe of the Lox p God of their fa- 
$ © thers, and ſerved groves and idols, wor/hipped idols in 
the groves: and wrath came upon Judah and Jeruſalem 
19 for this their treſpaſs.* Yet he ſent prophets to them, 
| to bring them again unto the Loxp; and they teſtified 
20 againſt them : but they would not give ear, And the 
pßpirit of God came upon Zechariah the ſon of Jehoiada 
the prieſt, which ſtood above the people: when the king 
and the people were aſſembled upon ſome publick occaſion, he 
felt a divine motion to ſpeak and reprove them, and ſaid 
_ unto them, Thus faith God, Why tranſgreſs ye the 
commandments of the Logo that ye cannot proſper ? 
becauſe ye have forſaken the Lord, he hath alſo for- 
21 ſaken you. And they conſpired againſt him, and goes 27 
im with ſtones at the commandment of the kin N 
22 the court of the houſe of the Loxp. Thus Joaſh Fa 
king remembered not the kindneſs which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but flew his ſon; the ſon of 
kim who ſaved his life, and the perſon who aſſiſted to anoint 
and crown him; this was horrible ingratitude. And when 
he died, he ſaid, The Loxp look upon [it,] and require 
tie) | 
D Hanan) came up Wo" took Gath, which belonged: to ; Judah in W 1: 
David's time ; after that he intended to have come up to Jeru- 


falem, but Joaſh ſent. him the treaſures of the temple and the e 
king's houſe, and he went away for that time, 2 Kings xii. 17, 18. 


but this had no effect, the people Perſiſted 1 in their idolatry, with 2 
the king at the head of them. 


26 


T. 

f This was an abominable crime, confidering the perſon, the fe 
place, and the time it was done. They went after him into the 11 
court of the prieſts, where they were commanded not to enter, 8 
and flew him between the temple and the altar, ſee Matt. xxiii. 35+ c 


Barachiah was another name for en him in honour, 
as the bleſſed of the Lord, 


d o , ⁊ ææ . d ns 


1 
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lit; ] the Lord will look upon it; it was a Prophetick 


5 motion, and the judgment immediately followed, 
23 And it came to pals at the end of the year, [that] 


the hoſt of Syria came up againſt him; and they came 


to Judah and Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed all the princes 
of the people from among the people, the princes who 
nad flattered Joaſh and ſeduced him, and ſet up idolatry, and 
ſent all the ſpoil of them unto the king of Damaſcus, 
24 For the army of the Syrians came with a ſmall company 
of men, and the Loxp delivered a very great hoſt into 
their hand, becauſe they had forſaken the Logp God of 
their fathers. So they executed judgment againſt Joaſh, 
25 And when they were departed from him, (for they left 
him in great diſeaſes, he was greatly wounded, and probably 
in great anguiſh of ſpirit,) his own ſervants conſpired _ 
againſt him for the blood of the ſons of Jehoiada the 
prieſt, and flew him on his bed, and he died: and they 
buried him in the city of David, but they buried him 
not in the ſepulchres of the kings, becauſe he had forſaken 


26 God and ſlain one of his prophets, And theſe are they. - 


that conſpired againſt him; Zabad the ſon of Shimeath 
an Ammoniteſs, and Jehozabad the ſon of Shimrith a 
27 Moabiteſs. Now [concerning] his ſons, and the great- 
neſs of the burdens [laid] upon him, the tribute of the 

Hrians, or the affuttions 1805 the hand of God, and the 


| repairing of the houſe of God, behold, they [are] 
written in the ſtory of the book of the LOO And 


. Amaziah his ſon — in his ſtead,* 3: 


R E F L E c T 3 N * 
'E ARN what an ipods” it is for young men to 


have good guides, to teach them what is uſeful, | 
ſorely that which is right in the ſight of God: Joaſh was 
good while Jehoiada lived. Let young people value ſuch, 


reckon their inſtruction a bleſſing, and not a burden: 
following them in all the important affairs of life, eſpecially 
in marriage, which is the moſt important, is a mark of wiſ- 


dom, not of weakneſs, A child left to himſelf 1 is generally 


= - i — ruined.” 
1 After this chapter, 2 Kings hay. © xiii. may be read. 
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1 ruined. He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but a 
if companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 
= 2. How careful ſhould aged faints be that they do not 
[ Aro indolent, and cloud the honour of their uſeful days. 
ö Di. 6. And the king called for Fehoiada the chief, and ſaid, Wi 
. auaſi thou not required of the Levites to bring in out of Fudaj, 
| and out of Jeruſalem, the collection according to the command. 
ment of Moſes the ſervant of the Lord? He was not ſufficiently 
q careful to quicken the prieſts, and ſee them perform their 
work faithfully, This is the caſe with too many aged chriſ- 
tun. Let us guard againſt it; be fruitful and active as 
= Jong as we are able; and never indulge a ſlothful temper, 
| but ſhow our zeal for God; becauſe the time is Hort, and 
our ſalvation is nearer than when we firſt believed, 
3. How amiable and lovely is a generous concern for 
the honour of God, and the ſupport of his houſe and wor- 
_ ſhip! Princes and people cheerfully brought in ſupplies; 
the workmen were diligent and honeſt ; all contributed 
their part. What a lovely fight: We ſhould ſhow ſuch 


zeal ourſelves; excite it in others, and ſtir up our ac. 


quaintance to ſuch labours of love. the 
4. How much 1s it to be withed that all who are em- 5 50 
plouyed in publick affairs ſhould ſhow ſuch integrity as theſe mi 
workmen did. They were ſo faithful that they never Je 
neglected their work; there was no occaſion to examine their re 
accounts. A good conſcience i is eſpecially requiſite in lay- ca 
ing out publick money, and the more ſo when the deceit pl 
is not likely to be known. Such perſons are peculiarly W dr 
criminal in the ſight of God when diſhoneſt and unfaithful. al 


© Thoſe that think it no crime to cheat their king, the ſe 
church, or their country, as Mr, Hzengy obſerves, will 
be of a different mind when God ſets their fins 1 in order A G 
before them.” 
5. See how much the publick often loſe by the death of fl k 

: 3080 men, tho” paſt the active ſcenes of life. Thus, while Ire 
Jehoiada lived, he kept things in order, ſupported the tk 
wWorſhip of God, and prevented idolatry. Zeal and piety 
| ſeemed to go with him. We ſhould value ſuch while they 
live, and lament them when they die, It is a peculiar IF {« 
honour to have cone goo to God and his houſe ; and it is 


to 


 # WH ” 3 * * Cs 
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to be wiſhed their ſpirit may remain with ſurvivors, that 
inſtead of the fathers there may be the children to ſerve the Lord. 
6. See the danger which men, eſpecially great men, are 
in from flatterers, v. 17. Aſter the death of Fehoiada came the 
princes of Judah and made obeiſancè to the king. Then the king 
hearkened unto them, He had loſt his counſellor. Thel 
men made a fine ſpeech, and he hearkened to them. Many 
young people are ruined by being told how clever and how 


wiſe they are. This encourages their folly, and teaches 


them to laugh at the counſel of their friends. A faithful 
regard to conſcience and to the word of God would pre- 
vent ſuch danger, for the word of God flatters no man. 


. God is a witneſs of our conduct, when thoſe whom we 


reverenced are removed. Joaſh thought when Jehoiada 
was gone he might act as he would; but God knew him, 
and ſent prophets to reprove him. Let young people, 
when their parents are dead, or when removed from under 
the eyes of their maſters or parents, remember that God 
knows the way they take; and tho? they now walk in the 
way of their hearts, and in the fight of their ges, yet i all 
theſe things God will bring them into judgment. 

8. Reflect on the ſad conſequences of apoſtafy, and the | 
miſerable ſtate of thoſe whoſe heart is not right with God. 


Joaſh ſet out well, quickened the prieſts, was intent upon _ 


repairing the temple ; but all this was by the force of edu- 


cation, or regard to the high prieſt, without any real princi 


ple of religion. So far men often go; but the maſk quickly 
drops, and, like this unhappy prince, they form wicked 


alliances, and are undone. There are many, like him, who 


ſet out well ; their friends have agreeable hopes ; hey begin : 
in the ſpirit, but end in the fleſh. Such ſhould remember 


God's judgment upon Joaſh ; after all theſe pleaſing proſ- 


pects, he died miſerable. Let thoſe who forſake God after 
having known him, and for a- while walked in his ways, 
remember that their guilt is peculiarly aggravated, and 


their plagues ſhall be great and wonderful, Let all, eſpe- 


cially thoſe who are young, and are now hopeful, beware, 
leſt they draw back to perdition. May they believe, and Per- 
ſevxere to the end, that — may be avec. 


Wwy CHAP, ” 
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EE TS 
Ie reign and death of Amaziah. 


1 1 MAZIAH, the fon of Foaſh, [was] twenty and 


11 five years old [when] he began to reign, and he 
reigned twenty and nine years in Jeruſalem. And his 
2 mother's name [was] Jehoaddan of Jeruſalem. And 


but not with a perfect heart, not like king David, as it 
3 is expreſſed in 2 Kings xiv. 13. Now it came to pals, 
when the kingdom was eſtabliſhed to him, that he flew 
his ſervants that had killed the king his father; as they 
were perſons of conſiderable eminence at court, he durſt not 
their raiſing a faction and revenging their father*s death , but 


Where the Loxp commanded, faying, The fathers ſhall 


for their fathers, but every man ſhall die for his own fin, 
5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and 


hundreds, according to the houſes of [their] fathers, 
throughout all Judah and Benjamin; all of one family 


5 Should be kept diſtintt, and had forbidden any alliance be- 


he did [that which was] right in the fight of the Loxp, 


4 do it till he was ſettled. But he flew not their children; | 
this was commenaable, notwithſtanding there was danger of 


[did] as [it is] written in the law in the book of Moſes, | 


not die for the children, neither ſhall the children die | 
made them captains over thouſands, and captains over 


lie put under the command of one of that family: and he 
numbered them from twenty years old and above, and 
found them three hundred thouſand choice [men, able] | 

to go forth to war, that could handle ſpear and ſhield; | 

' they were ſadly diminiſhed ſince Fehoſhaphat*s time, when | 
6 ey were about four times that number. He hired alſo an 
hundred thouſand mighty men of valour out of Iſrael 
for an hundred talents of filver. This was wrong, becauſe | 
they were idolaters; God had determined that the kingdoms | 


7 tween them, But there came a man of God to him, ſay- 
ing, O king, let not the army of Iſrael go with thee | 
for the Loxp [is] not with Iſrael, [to wit, with] all the 

8 children of Ephraim, becauſe they are idolaters. But it | 
thou wilt go, do [it,] be ſtrong for the battle: oo | 
e ſhall 


1: 
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ſhall make thee fall before the enemy ; thou ſhalt have 


uo ſucceſs, all ſhall be in vain: for God hath power to 
9 help, and to caſt down. And Amaziah ſaid to the man 
of God, But what ſhall we do for the hundred talents 
which I have given to the army of Iſrael ? muft I boſe 


the money which is already paid? And the man of God | 
anſwered, The Lox is able to give thee much more 


than this, ; if thou wilt obey him and truſt his goodneſs, 
10 Then Amaziah ſeparated them, [to wit,] the army that 
was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : 


wherefore their anger was greatly kindled againſt Ju- 
dah, and they returned home in great anger, reſerving 


tobe revenged for this inſult. 


11 And Amaziah ftrengthened himſelf, and led forth | 
3 his people againſt the Edomites, and went to the valley 


of ſalt, and ſmote of the children of Seir ten thouſand; 


and, as we find in 2 Kings xiv. 7, he took Selah, or Petra, 
the capital of the country, the chief city of Arabia the ſtony, 
12 And [other] ten thouſand [left] alive did the children 
of Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto 
the top of the rock, and caſt them down from the top 


5 of the rock, that they all were broken in pieces. 


13 But the ſoldiers of the army which Amaziah ſent 
1 5 back, that they ſhould not go with him to battle, 70k 


the advantage of his army being gone againſs Edom, and 


fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-horon, and ſmote three thouſand of them, and 
took much ſpoil, which was a puniſhment to Amaziah * ; 


Joining with thoſe idolaters. 


14 Now it came to paſs, after that Amaziah was cone 
from the ſlaughter of the Edomites, that he brought 
the gods of the children of Seir, which he ought to have 
burned, and ſet them up [to be] his gods, and bowed 

down himſelf before them, and burned incenſe unto 

* 5 them. Wherefore the anger of the Lox was kindled 

againſt Amaziah, and he ſent unto him a Pe” which 
WV 4 Sh faid 
'k This was barbarous treatment, but very common, eſpecially 
among the Romans. We find in 2 Kings that he called the city | 


Joktheel, or, obedience to God, becauſe he thought this victory was 
a reward tor his obedience in ſending back the hired Lraclites, 


rr 7 
=> = 2 » . — - * 


1 696 I. CHRONICLES, XXV. 
i —  faid unto him, Why haſt thou ſought after the gods of 
NS the people, which could not deliver their own people 
| 16 out of thine hand? And it came to paſs, as he talked 
8 with him, that [the king] ſaid unto him, Art thou 
made of the king's conſe]? ? doſt thou preſume to give ad- 
dice without a commiſſion? not regarding the commiſſion he 
Had from God: forbear; why ſhouldft thou be ſmitten ? © 
; I hen the prophet forbare; he determined to ſay no more, but 
= denounced ſentence againſt him, and ſaid, I know that God 
hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done 
this, and haſt not hearkened unto my counſel. 
17 Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and ſent 
> Joaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz, the fon of Jehu, king 
of Iſrael, ſaying, Come, let us ſee one another in the 
face; encouraged by his victory, and-vexed at the injury the 
returning Iſraelites had done him, v. 13. he ſent him a chal- | 
lenge, and hoped now to reduce the kingdom of Iſrael to 
18 David's family again. And Joaſh king of Iſrael ſent to 
Amaziah king of Judah, ſaying, in a moſt ſcornful and 
mortihhing manner, by a parable, The thiſtle that [was] in 
5 LORE ſent to the cedar that [was] in Lebanon, ſay- | 
ing, Give thy daughter to my ſon to wife: and there 
2 by a wild beaſt that [was] in Lebanon, and 
trode down the thiſtle; a thiſile, becauſe it had drawn bod , 
os - ſome poor traveller, thourht it might claim an alliance with MI 2: 


20 


the ceaar, and was as goodly a tree as that; fo, becauſe i © 
Amaziah had beaten the Edomites, he thought * might con- 20 
quer the Iſraelites; but Joaſh let him know that he and his | 

men would tread him down, as eafily as a wild beaſt does a | 


| 19 thiſile. Thou ſayeſt, Lo, thou haſt ſmitten the Edom- 
ites; and thine heart lifteth thee up to boaſt : abide | 
now at home; why ſhouldſt thou meddle to {thine] | 


-hurt,.- 
1 Had he thrown them from- the rock, inſtead of the belgien, — 
-— would have ſhown a much more pious and compattionate | 
ſpirit. Nothing more need be ſaid to convince him of his ſtu- 
poidity. It was much wiſer conduct in Fabius, the Roman gover- 
vor, who, when he had taken Tarentum, and was aſked what 
they muſt do with the gods? anſwered, Let them alone, they are 
good fer nothing, fince they could not defend their worſhippers. _ 
le had probably here a reference to Zechariah, who was put 
to death in che former reign for his ſaithtul re proof, che xxiv. 21s 
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hurt, that thou ſhouldſt fall, [even] thou, and Judah bs 


with thee ? Be content with the victory already gained, and 


20 be quiet at home, or elſe it will end in thy ruin, But Ama- 


ziah would not hear; for it [came] of God, that he 


might deliver them into the hand [of their enemies, ] 
21 becauſe they ſought after the gods of Edom. So Joaſh 
the king of Iſrael went up; and they ſaw one another 

in the face, [both] he and Amaziah king of Judah, at 

22 Beth-ſhemeſh, which [belongeth] to Judah, And Ju- 
dah was put to the worſe before Iſrael, and they fled 
23 every man to his tent, And Joaſh the king of Iſrael 


took Amaziah king of Judah, the ſon of Joaſh, the ſon 


of Jehoahaz, at Beth-ſhemeth, and brought him to 
Jeruſalem, his own capital, and brake down the wall of 


: Jerufalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, 


four hundred cubits ; hat if they did not fulfil the con- 
24 dition he might the more eafily cheſtiſe them. And [he 
took] all the gold and the ſilver, and all the veſſels = 
that were found in the houſe of God with Obed-edom, Es 
one of his poſterity, to whom the care of them was committed, 
and the treaſures of the king's houſe, the hoſtages alſo, 
the chief perſons of the city, and returned to Samaria; he 


did not leave 4 garriſon there, becauſe he had work enough 
with the Syrians at home.” 


25 And Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king of Judah lived 


after the death of Joaſh ſon of Jehoakus king of Iſrael 


26 fifteen years. Now the reſt of the acts of Amaziah, 
firſt and laſt, behold, [are] they not written in the bock 
27 of the kings of Judah and Iſrael? Now after the time 
that Amaziah did turn away from following the LoRD 
they made a conſpiracy againſt him in Jeruſalem; ſeeing 7 
the country ſpoiled, their city diſmantled, their fons or re- 


lations carried away as huſtages, and all this owing to his 


pride and raſteſs, they conſpired againſt him; and he fled 

to Lachiſh: but they ſent to Lachiſh after him, and flew , 
him there; they ſent a detachment of ſoldiers, and it ſeems 
o have been the att f. all the Peoples who were vexed to 


ſuffer 


1 This probably i 15 the deſolation reſerred to in che firſt chapter 


of Iſalah's F 
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28 ſuffer ſo much by his folly." And they brought him upon | 
horſes, and buried him with his fathers 1 in the city of | 


Judah. 


REFLECTIONS. 


=> 1 MN E are taught hence, that it is not ſufficient to | 

WY att in religion as our forefathers have, unleſs | 
our hearts are right with God. Amaziah did what was 
right in itſelf, but not like David. It is not ſufficient to | 
worſhip in the ſame place with our fathers; to adhere to | 


the intereſt they promoted, without their integrity and zeal, 
Unleſs the heart is right, all is vain and hypocritical, 


2. The all-ſufficiency of God ſhould encourage us, what. | 
ever we may loſe for a good conſcience. v. 9. And Amaziah | 
[aid to the man of God, But what ſhall we do for the hundred | 
talents which I have given to the army of Iſrael ? And the man | 
f God anſwered, The Lord is able to give thee much more than | 
this, This is a very common objection in quarrels about | 
money matters; we are loth to yield; to give up finful | 


branches of trade which are profitable; or to leave off ſelling 


on the Lord's day. We are ready to aſk, What ſhall we do | 
for the money? But it is below a good man to aſk ſuch a | 
queſtion, in caſes where duty and conſcience are concerned. | 
I be belief of God's all- ſufficiency is an anſwer to a thou- | 
ſand ſuch trifling objections, He can make up every loſs. 
Let us often think of this when we are called upon to part | 
with any thing for God and religion, So Paul urges to 
_ charity, God is able to make all grace abound to ou. 
3. See the miſerable condition of that man to whom the 
word of the Lord is a burden and reproach, v. 16. Then | 
the prophet ſaid, I know that God hath determined to deſtroy thee 


becauſe thou haſt done this, and haſt not hearkened to my counſel. 


| Young and headſtrong people are willing that miniſters | 
ſhould always propheſy ſmooth things, They are angry 
at them, and at parents and friends, becauſe they reprove 

and admoniſh them ; ard are glad when they give over. 
But that 1 is a ſign of impending r ruin. We may certainly 


ſay 


m See 2 Kings xiv. 23, to the end, which ſhould be read in this 


connecten 
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ſay in ſuch a caſe, I know God is determined to defray thee ; 
for the word of God declares, he that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy. Prov. xxix. I, 

4. Pride goeth before deſtrution, and a haughty ſpirit before > 
a fall, Amaziah, hot-headed and fluſhed with victory, 
would defy the hoſts of Iſrael; and this was becauſe his heart 
Was lifted up. This is the cauſe of many diſorders. It is 
not men's ſubſtance, their honours, or their victories, which 
do them miſchief, but their pride; heir hearts are lifted up. 
Proud men, upon every little ſucceſs or gain, think them- 
ſelves ſuperior to every body, and fit for any thing. But 
they often, as it is here ſaid, meddle to their hurt. He that is 
eager to fight, or go to law, may quickly have enough of 
it, It 1s better, as Joaſh adviſed Amaziah, 0 tarry at home; 
to be quiet, contented, and thankful. The beginning of 
ſtrife is as when one letteth out water. Prov. xvii. 14. The 
ſtory we have been conſidering confirms the uſefulneſs of 
Solomon's advice, Go not forth haſtily to ſtrive, leſt thou know 
not what to do in the end thereaf, when "wy neighbour hath Put 
my to ſhame. Prov. XXV, 8. 5 


c H A P. XXVI. 


Unziah ſucceeds Amaziah ; he is ſmitten with leprof for i inva- 
"ang the prieſts office ; he dies, and is ſucceeded by Fotham. 


HEN all the people of Judah took Uzziah,” 
"IF who [was] fixteen years old, and made him bf 
. in the room of his father Amaziah. * He built 

Eloth, and reſtored it to Judah, after that the king 

3 ſlept with his fathers; Sixteen years old [was] Uzziah 
- - when he began to reign, and he reigned. fifty and two 
* in Jeruſalem, the img of any king of Fudah or 
Tirael, 


Ie is called FOR in 2 Kings. xv. 1. both are words of 
the ſame ſignification, God is my help. | 3 1 

e There was an interregnum of twelve years. It is probable 
that his father died when he was about four years old, and twelve 
years after that the People made him king in the room of his 
father. | 
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T/racl, His mother's name alſo [was] Jecoliah of Jeru- | 


4 ſalem. And he did [that which was] right in the fight 
of the Loxo, according to all that his father Amaziah 


5 did, but did not take away the high places. And he | 


ſought God in the days of Zechariah, (probably the ſon of 


Zechariah whom his grandfather flew,) who had under. | 


ſtanding in the viſions of God, expounded the ſcriptures, 


and inſtructed the people out of them : and as long as he | 
6 ſought the Logy, God made him to proſper. And he 
went forth and warred againſt the Philiſtines, and brake | 


down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the 


wall of Aſhdod, and built cities about Aſhdod, and | 
among the Philiſtines; that is, garriſons to keep them in 
7 ſubjeftion. And God helped him againſt the Philiſtines, | 
and againſt the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-Baal, and 
F Mehunims, 4 a wild people, who lived by robbery and 
8 Plunder, in part of Arabia. And the Ammonites gave 


gifts, or preſents, to Uzziah: and his name ſpread 


abroad [even] to the entering in of Egypt: for he 
ſtrengthened [ himſelf ] exceedingly. 


9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jeruſalem. at the 


corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning 
[of the wall,] and fortified them; he rebuilt the wall that 
was demoliſhed in his 2 s time by the king of Ißrael, and 


lo built towwers to defend it. Alſo he built towers in the 


_ deſert, places of ſecurity for his huſbandmen and ſhepherds, 
and ſhelters for his cattle and granaries, and digged many 


By wells, for he had much cattle, both in the low country, 


and in the plains : huſbandmen [alſo,] and vine dreſ- 


ſers in the mountains, and in Carmel: for he loved 


huſbandry, and ſet his Ae, an example of Wagence in 
agriculture, 


11 Moreover Uriah had an hoſt of fighting men, that 
nent out to war by bands, Jight troops to ſecure the nation 


from inroads, according to the number of their account 


by the hand of Jeiel the ſcribe, or ſecretary of war, and 
Maaſeiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, [one] 
12 of the king's captains. The whole number of the chief 


of 


| '» This was not mount RT, in Samaria, ws a fruitful coun- 
: uy. in Judea, often mentioned by the Propiets. 


17 
18 
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of the fathers, or officers, of the mighty men of valour 


13 {were] two thouſand and fix hundred. And under their 
hand [was] an army, three hundred thouſand and ſeven 
thouſand and five hundred, that made war with mighty 


14 power, to help the king againſt the enemy. And 
Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the hot 


ſhields, and ſpears, and helmets, and habergeons, and 


| bows, and flings [to caſt] ſtones, weapons both offers ve 
15 and defenſive. And he made in Jeruſalem engines, in- 


vented by cunning men, ſuch as the anticnts uſed before 


guns were invented, to be upon the towers and upon the 


bulwarks, to ſhoot arrows and great ſtones withal. 


And his name ſpread far abroad; for he was marvel- 
louſly helped, till he was ſtrong. T uns, whether in pence : 


or war, he arrived at the greateſt glory, 


16 But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to 


This] deſtruction: for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lorp 
his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn 


17 incenſe upon the altar of incenſe.“ And Azariah the 
prieſt went in after him, and with him fourſcore prieſts 5 

18 of the Lory, that were] valiant men: And they 

withſtood Uzziah the king; probably ſurrounded the altar 


f incenſe, that he might not approach it without offerins 


_ violence to them, and ſaid unto him, boldly, yet reſpectt. 
fully, [Tt appertaineth] not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn 


incenſe unto the Lorp, but to the prieſts the ſons of 
Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe : go out 


| of the ſanctuary; for thou haſt treſpaſſed ; hoy hoſt 
gone too far already by coming into the ſanctuary : ; neither 


| [ ſhall it be] for thine honour from the Logp God; 


meaning it would be a diſorace and reproach to him; wy . 


19 they ſpoke modeſtly and reſpectfully, as to their king, T hen 
Uzziah | was wroth, and [had] a cenſer in his hand to 


burn 


4 This Was 5 firange conduct. Had hs prayed before the peo- 
als. had he preached to them, as David and Solomon and Je- 
hoſhaphat did, it would have been well; but his burning incenſe 


upon the altar was an high 1nfult to God and his ſanctuary, It 


is hard to aſſign any reaſon for it. Perhaps be wanted to be 
like the heathen princes; or to imitate his father, who burned 
incenſe before ths gods of Edom; or jeroboam, who did ſo be. 
fore his calves, | | 
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burn incenſe : he ſtill perſiſted in his deſign, and while he 
was wroth with the prieſts, and probably threatening them, 
the leproſy even roſe up in his forehead before the 
_ prieſts in the houſe of the Lorp, from beſide the in. 
cenſe altar; the leproſy plainly appeared to the prieſts, as 


20 he flood before the altar of incenſe. And Azariah the 


chief prieſt, and all the prieſts, looked upon him, and, 
| behold, he [was] leprous in his forehead, and they 
thruſt him out from thence ; yea, himſelf haſted all 


21 to go out, becaule the Loap had ſmitten him." And 


Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe, [being] a leper ; ; for he 
was cut off from the houſe of the Logo : and Jotham 

his ſon [was] over the king 8 houſe, judging the people 
of the land. 


22 Now the reſt of the ads of Uzziah, firſt and last, 


did Ifaiah the prophet, the fon of Amoz, write, but 


thas account is laſt. His name is mentioned in Iſaiah vi. I. 


23 So Uzziah ſlept with his fathers, and they buried him 


with his fathers in the field of the burial which [be- 
longed] to the kings ; for they ſaid, He IF a 1 
and Jotham his ſon reigned 1 in | his ſtead. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. * infer, that true religion, or | feline the Lord 
is the way to proſperity, v. 5. As long as Uz- 


ziah did — God made hin to e e All prol- 


perity 


1 They were "going. to thruſt him out, but . went out him- 
ſelf, for fear of ſome greater judgment. This was a very re- 
markable puniſtment. He aſpired at honour, and was ſmitten 


with a loathſome diſeaſe. He invaded he prieſt's £fifice, and was 
angry with them, and now was ſmitten with a diſeaſe which was 


ſubject to their inſpection. For coming into the ſanctuary, he 
was expelled the outer court, where the meaneſt ſubje& might 
enter. By aſpiring to the prieſlly office, he loſt the royal dignity, 
God might juſtly punith him, as he was guilty of an high 
_ affront to him and his law; and to prevent the royal and prielily 
dignity from being confounded ; on the keeping of which ſeparate, 
much of the jewith economy depended, He lived long a monu- 
ment of God's diſpleaſure; which mutt be peculiarly mortifying 
to ſo active a prince, and ſuch a lover of bufineſs, and in the 


height of all his glory. 
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perity comes from God, and is moſt likely to be found i in 
the ways of piety. Whatever was peculiar to that diſpen- 


ation, ſtill it is to be remembered, that godlineſs is profitabl 


unto all things, having promiſe of the life that now is, and of 


that which 15 to come. 


2, How hard is it to bear proſperity with deacon and 
thankfulneſs! Uzziah is a dreadful inſtance of this. v. 16. 


Men he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to his deſtruc- 


tion: for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his God, and went 
into the temple of the Lord, and burned incenſe upon the altar of 
He had led large forces againſt his enemies and 
mightily ſubdued them; but pride ſubdued him. Good 
men as well as great men are in danger of this. We need 


to watch our hearts againſt the incroachment of ſo danger- 


ous a foe; and to pray, that we enter not into ſo common 


and hurtful a temptation, _ 


3. Learn how jealous God is for the ey of his © own 
inſtitutions and the order of his houſe, who made this great 
and glorious, and, in other reſpects, good king, 


to do it. 
nor for the honour of their miniſtry. 


and if they 


be n more orderly, virtuous, and happy. | 


es 
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Jotham. 


The reign of 


and then return 'o l, account 7 has ſon. 


ſo awful a 
monument of his diſpleaſure. We have no ſuch particular 


laws now; but the reaſon of the thing and the rule of the 
goſpel require men to keep within their own ſphere and 
calling ; ; and eſpecially not to invade the miniſterial office; 
it is pride and ignorance. which embolden men ſometimes 
But it is not for their honour before the Lord God, 
Let every man be a 
preacher in his own family, and do all the good he can to 
the ſouls of his neighbours. This is every man's buſineſs; _ 
would diſcharge that, and minifters at the , 
ſame time give themſelves wholly to their office, without 
meddling in ſecular affairs, the world and church would 


In 2 Kings xv. 8, 10 the end, is an 
account of ſeveral kings of Iſrael during the reign of Azariah 
or Uzziah over Judah, It will be proper to read it lere, | 


1 JOTHAM 
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TOTHAM [was] twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned ſixteen years in 
Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo [was] Jeruſhah, 


N 2 the daughter of Zadok. And he did [that which was 


right in the ſight of the Logo, according to all that his 
father Uzziah did; he ſeems to have been a good king; 
uo evil is ſaid of him ; he imitated his father in what was 


commendable : howbeit he entered not into the temple of 


the Lozp; rather, ſurely he entered not into the temple of 
the Lord in the profane manner his father did; And the 
people, notwithſtanding this, did yet corruptly ; by fa. 


3 crificing and burning incenſe in ugh places, He built the 

high gate of the houſe of the Lokp, where the Ne. 
 thinims dwelt, Neh. iii. 26. and on the wall of Ophel | 

4 he built much.“ Moreover he built cities in the 


mountains of Judah, and in the foreſts he built 
caſtles and towers. 


5 He fought alſo ith this King of the Ammonites, and 


_ prevailed againſt them: hey had not revolted fince Da- 
vids time before, and were now made tributaries. And the 


children of Ammon gave him the ſame year an hun- 


dred talents of filver, and ten thouſand meaſures of 
wheat, and ten thouſand of barley. So much did the 


: children of Ammon pay unto him, both the ſecond year | 
6 and the third. So Jotham became mighty, becauſe |} 


he prepared his ways before the Logo his God, directed 
all his counſels and actions by God's word," 


7 Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and a kis 4 


Wars, and his ways, lo, they [ are] written in the book. | 
, 8 of the kings of Iſrael and Judah, He was five and 


twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned 


: "'Y: fixteen years in Jeruſalem. And Jotham flept with | 


his fathers, and they buried him in the of David: 
and Ahaz his ſon e in his ſtead. 


REFLECT- 


ns „ Ophel was a 1 era tower, that probably afierwards was called 


the tower of Anthony. 


W . chap. xvi. thould: — read next. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. V E have juſt reaſon for thankfulneſs that our 


land is not in this inſtance like that of Iſrael, 
Pur the tranſereſſ hon of a land, many are the princes thereof. 


Prov. xxviii. 2. They had many in a few years; aicended 


with riots, murders, anarchy, and confuſion. Alas, what 


peace and comfort could the ſubje& have amidſt ſuch ſcenes 


as theſe! Let us bleſs God this 1s not the caſe in our days, 
We ſhould make ſuch reflections as theſe, when we read 
ſuch ſtories, in ſacred or common hiſtory ; and they ſhould 
be made with much ſeriouſneſs and gratitude. 
2, However men act, the word of God ſhall take effect. 
God had ſaid, Thy ſons ſhall fit on the throne unto the fourth 
generation, 2 Kings xv. 12. and ſo it came to paſs, All 
Jehu's deſcendants were wicked; but, notwithſtanding that, 
God's promiſes were accompliſhed. What an encourage- 
ment is this to good men, to be ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
to God. Faithful is he who hath promiſed, and who alſo is able 
to perform; and if he keeps his word with his enemies. : 
much more will he do ſo with his friends. 
3. We muſt imitate the beſt of men no further than they ” 
behave well. Where we have a particular veneration for 
perſons, we are in danger of running into their errors and 
follies. Caution on this head is proper. Let us do as our 
fathers did, ſo far as it was good and commendable. But 
the chief thing is to follow the rules of God's word; and, 
like Jotham, prepare our ways before the Lord then thall 
we become mighty, honourable, and happy. 
4. The greateſt princes are only God's inſtruments, 04 
execute his purpoſes. The Aſſyrians were only the rod of 
his anger, 2 Kings xv. 29. He gives them their commiſ- 
fion, and ſends them againſt ungrateful and finful men. 
Let us reverence his providence z adore his influence over 
the ſpirits of men; and remember, that the hearts of all 
men are in the hand of the Lord. "Happy « are the e whe 
have lan for their 1 | 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


Ahaz reigns wickedly ; ; le is aicted by the Srians; 2 death ; 


_ 


3 


and is ſucceeded by Hezekiah. 


H AZ [was] twenty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned ſixteen years in Jeruſa- 
bend but he did not [that which was] right in the ſight 


of the Lok, like David his father: For he walked in 


the ways of the kings of Iſrael, and made alſo molten 
images for Baalim. Moreover he burnt incenſe in the 


valley of the fon of Hinnom, and burnt his children in 

the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom 
the Logp had caſt out before the children of Iſrael. He | 
ſacrificed alſo and burnt incenſe in the high places, and | 
on the hills, and under every green tree.“ 
the Lorp his God delivered him into the hand of the 


| King of Syria; and they ſmote him, and carried away 


. 


„ 


a great multitude of them captives, and brought [them! 
to Damaſcus. And he was alſo delivered into the hand 
of the king of Iſrael, who ſmote him with a great 
ſlaughter. For Pekah the ſon of Remaliah made a pro- 
digious Slaughter, and flew in Judah an hundred and 
twenty thouſand 1n one day, [which were] all valiant | 
men; becauſe they had forſaken the Logp God of | 
their fathers. And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, | 
ſlew Maaſeiah the king's ſon, and Azrikam the gover- 
nor of the houſe, the high Seward of the houſehald, and 


_ Elkanah [that was] next to the king, ihe oy” 5 chief 2 
Favourite, | „ | 


Wherefore | 


1 | 


2x! 


And the children ot Iſrael carried away captive of W-- 


their brethren two hundred thouſand, women, ſons, and | 
daughters, and took alſo away much ſpoil from them, | 
and brought the ſpoil to Samaria. But a prophet of | 
the Logp was there, whoſe name [was] Oded: and he | 
Vent out before the hoſt that came to Samaria, and faid FF. 
: - them, Behold, . becauſe: the Lord God of your 


fathers 4 


. „The following FO from the steh to the monty firſt, ſhould 


be read in connection with 2 Kings chap. xvi. and — the 
fürth and ſeventh verſes.” 5 
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| Fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them 


into your hand, and ye have lain them in a rage [that] 


10 reacheth up unto heaven. And now ye purpoſe to keep 


under the children of Judah and Jeruſalem for bond- 
men and bondwomen unto you; either to keep them for 


"ove; or to ſell them to other countries, contrary to the law. 


f God : but are there] not with you, even with you, 


| fins againſt the Loxp your God? for which, if God were 


tritt to mark, you would be puniſhed worſe than they, and 


1 i therefore you ought to ſhow mercy to them, Now hear me 
therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye 
have taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce 
r2 wrath of the Lord [is] upon you. Then certain of the 
heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the ſon of 


EZ coor Berechiah the ſon of Meſhillemoth, and Je- 


| hizkiah the ſon of Shallum, and Amaſa the ſon of Had- : 
| lai, ſtood up againſt them that came from the war, and 
oed a noble ſpirit, inſiſting on the propliel's order to de- 
= 1; liver up the captives being executed: And ſaid unto them, 
Ie ſhall not bring in the captives hither * for whereas 
| we have offended againſt the Lorp [already,] ye 


intend to add ſ more] to our fins and to our treſpaſs: 


for our treſpaſs is great, and [there is] fierce wrath _ 
14 againſt Iſrael. So the armed men left the captives and 


the ſpoil before the princes and all the congregation, t 


1 5 do with them as they pleaſed, And the men which were 
expreſſed by name, which were nominated by the congrega- 
lion, roſe up, and took the captives, and with the ſpoil 
| clothed all that were naked among them, and arrayed _ 
ez: a and ſhod them, and gave them to eat and to 
drink, and anointed them, dreſſed their wounds, and ca- 
tie all the feeble of them upon aſſes, and brought 
them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their bre= _ 
| hren; provided beaſts for the feeble, and brought them ſafe 


# the land of Judah : then they returned to Samaria, 


. 16 At that time did king Ahaz ſend unto the kings of 
17 Aſſyria to help him. For again the Edomites had come 
and ſmitten Judah, and carried away captives; they took 
advantage of theſe troubles and confuſions to attack him. 
19 The Phnitſenes alſo, 70 8 the injuries that Uzzinh 
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his grandfather had done them, had invaded the cities of 
the low country, and of the ſouth of Judah, and had 
taken Beth-ſhemeſh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and 
Scl with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the 
villages thereof, Gimzo alſo and the villages thereof: 
19 and they dwelt there. For the Lozp brought Judah | 
low becauſe of Ahaz king of Iſrael ;* for he made Ju. 
dah naked, and tranſgreſſed ſore againſt the LorD; he 
deprived them of the divine protection by his idolatry and 
20 wickedneſs. And Tilgath pilnezer king of Aſſyria came 
unto him, and diſtreſſed him, but ſtrengthened him 
21 not. For Ahaz took away a portion [out] of the houſe 
of the Lok, and [out] of the houſe of the king, and 
of the princes, and gave [it] unto the king of Aſſyria; 
he got together all the treaſures he could, to bribe the king > 
of Aſyria to help him; but he helped him not“ 
22 And in the time of his diſtreſs did he treſpaſs yet 55 
| 2 3 more againſt the Loxp: this [1s that] king Ahaz, For 
be facrificed unto the gods of Damaſcus, Thich ſmote 
him: and he ſaid, Becauſe the gods of the kings of 
Fyria help them, [therefore] will I ſacrifice to them, 
that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him, 


o 3 24 and of all Iſrael. And Ahaz gathered together the 


yells of the houſe of God, and cut in pieces the veſſels 

of the houſe of God, and ſhut up the doors of the houſe 
by of the Lonxp, and he made him altars in every corner 
25 of Jeruſalem. And in every ſeveral city of Judah he 
made high places to burn incenſe unto other gods, and g 
„ provoked. to anger the Logp God of his fathers | 

5 26 Now the reſt of his acts and of all his ways, firſt = | 
and laſt, behold, they [are] written in the book of the 


1q 5 27 kings af Judah and Iſrael. And Ahaz ſlept with his 
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fan s, and they buried him in the city, [even] in 
Jeruſalem: but they brought him not into the ſepul- 


chres of the ings of. nel: and Hezekiah his ſon 
eee in his ſtead. 


CHAP. 


* 1 ſhould be, king of Jada, as the Seventy and the old 
| tranſlation read it. It is evidently a miſtake in the tranſcribing. 
I dee a larger account of this in 2 Kings xvi. 7—9. waugh 11 

will be b to read in connection with this. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


T he good reign of Hezekiah ; the true religion is reſtored, and £ 
the houſe of God cleanſed, 


1 began to reign [when he was] firs 
and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and 
twenty years in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name 
2 [was] Abijah the daughter of Zechariah. And he did 
14 which was] right in the ſight of the Loxp accord- 
Tm ao, all that David his father had done. mme. 
- * e in the firſt year of his reign, in the firſt month, . 
 . reſolutely began a reformation, and opened the doors of  -- 
| houſe of the Lorp, which his father had ſhut, and repair- 
1 ed them. And he brought in the prieſts and the Le- 
vites, which his father had excluded, and gathered them 
together into the eaſt ſtreet, before the eaſt gate, at the 
. 5 entrance of the temple, And ſaid unto them, Hear me, ye 
; 1 ſanctify now yourſelves, and ſanctify the houſe 
of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the 
filthineſs out of the holy place; ] carry the altar of Ahas | 
. 6 out of the court. For our fathers have treſpaſſed, (he 
ſpeaks tenderly concerning his own father,) and done [that 
which was] evil in the eyes of the Loxp our God, and 
have forſaken him, have left his worſhip, and have turned 
away their faces from the habitation of the Logo, and 
turned [their] backs; that is, wor/hipped toward the eaſt, 
contrary to the law, wiich required them to worſhip toward 
7 the moſt holy place, which lay weſt of the court.,, Alſo they _ 
have ſhut up the doors of the porch, and put out the 
8 lamps, and have not burned incenſe, nor offered burnt 
oOfferings in the holy [place] unto the God of Iſrael. 
1 8 Wherefore the wrath of the Loxp was upon Judah and 
8 Jeruſalem, when Pekah flew an hundred and twenty thous _ 
5 and of them in one day, (ſee ch. xxviii. 6.) and he hath _ 
| delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, | and to 
| 9 hiſſing, as ye ſee with your eyes. For, lo, our fathers _ 
©" © have fallen by the ſword, and our ſons and our daugh- _ 
1 ters and our wives [are] in captivity for this; /me 
10 Were Jain, ana others carried captive, Now [it is] in 
= = | A x 3 1 mine ; 
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mine heart to make a covenant with the Lok D God of 


Iſrael, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 


11 My ſons, be not now negligent : for the Loxp hath 


choſen you to ſtand before him, to ſerve him, and that 
ye ſhould miniſter unto him, and burn incenſe ; ſee that 


God's laws are obſerved, and the order of his houſe refred, 
now you have liberty to do ſo, 


Then the Levites aroſe, Mahath the ſon of Amman, : 
a Joel the ſon of Azariah, of the ſons of the Koha- 


thites: and of the ſons of Merari; Kiſh the ſon of 


Abdi, and Azariah the ſon of Jehalelel : and of the 
 _____ Gerſhonites; Joah the ſon of Zimmah, and Eden the 
13 ſon of Joah : And of the ſons of Elizaphan ; Shimri, 


and Jeiel: and of the ſons of Aſaph; Zechariah, and 


14 Mattaniah: And of the ſons of Heman; Jehiel, and 


Shimei: and of the ſons of Jeduthun; Shemaiah, and 


 Uzziel. Theſe are the names of the principal perſons who 


complied with the king*s order, and ſtirred up their brethren 


0 b 5 to the work, And they gathered their brethren, and 
ſanctified themſelves, by waſhing their bodies, and obſerv- 

ing other rites of the lau, and came according to the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the Lonp, to 
15 16 cleanſe the houſe of the Loxp. And the prieſts went 
into the inner part of the houſe of the Loxp to cleanſe } 
li,] and brought out all the uncleanneſs that they 
found in the temple of the Loxp, into the court of 


the houſe of the LoD. And the Levites took lit, ] to 


17 ny. [it] out abroad into the brook Kidron. Now 1 
they bfigan on the firſt [day] of the firſt month to 
ſanctify 5 waſhing every part, . the candleflicks ana | 
veſſels, which were grown ruſty, and repairing the decayec © 


parts; and on the eighth day of the month came they 


to the porch of the Loxp : fo they ſanctified the houſe I. 
of the Loxp in eight days; and in the ſixteenth day of I] 
bhe firſt month they made an end; being eight days more 
: in cleaning the courts, and e and offices about it. 
5 8 18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and ſaid, We 
| have cleanſed all the houſe of the Lok bp, and the altar | 
olf burnt offering, with all the veſſels thereof, and the | 
+I 19 Thew bread table, with all the veſſels thereof, Moreover | 
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11. CHRONICLES, XXIX yu 
all the veſſels, which king Ahaz in his reign did caſt 


away in his tranſgreſſion, have we prepared and ſancti- 
fied, and, behold, they [are] before the altar of the 


8 Lens 


22 


24 


6 
offer the burnt offering upon the altar. 

burnt offering began, the ſong of the Logp * began 

[alſo] with the trumpets, and with the inſtruments 

Fee * David king of lirael. And all the con- 

gregation 

- hy law appointed  _ 


15 


. Atonement was firſt made for paſt ſins. 
only one of each as a fin offering; but as their guilt had been 
heinous, Hezekiah ordered ſeven, or one ſeven times over. 3 
* Probably the ſong of the Lord was the hundred and thirty” 
Axth plali, which ſeems. to have been uſed 1 in the daily worſhip, 


Then Hezekiah the king roſe ay, and cathered | 
the rulers of the city, and went up to the houſe of the 
Lord. And they brought ſeven bullocks, and ſeven 
rams, and ſeven lambs, and ſeven he-goats, for a fin 
offering for the kingdom, and for the ſanctuary, and 
for Judah. And he commanded the prieſts the ons _. 
Aaron to offer [them] on the altar of the Loxy.* So 
they killed the bullocks, and the prieſts ieedived the 
blood, and ſprinkled [it] on the altar: likewiſe, when 
they had killed the rams, they ſprinkled the blood upon 
the altar: they killed alſo the lambs, and they ſprinkled 
the blood upon the altar; all this was according to the 
law. And they brought forth the he- goats [for] the 
| fin offering before the king and the congregation ; and 
they laid their hands upon them: And the prieſts 
killed them, and they made reconciliation with their 
blood upon the altar, to make an atonement for all If. 
rael : for the king commanded [that] the burnt offer. 
ing and the fin offering [ſhould be made] for all Iſrael, 
hereby acknowledging their relation to them. And he ſet 8 
the Eevites in the houſe of the Logp with eymbals, 
with pfalteries, and with harps, according to the com- 
mandment of David, and of Gad the king's ſeer, 
and Nathan the prophet: for [ſo was] the command. 
ment of the LoRD by his prophets. 
vites ſtood with the inſtruments of David, which Da- 
vid had appointed, and the prieſts with the trumpets, 
which Moſes ordered. And Hezekiah commanded to 
And when the 
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gregation worſhipped, and the fingers ſang, and the 
trumpeters ſounded : [and] all [this continued] until 


29 the burnt offering was finiſhed. And when they had | 
made an end of offering, the king and all that were | 


preſent with him bowed themſelves, and worſhipped; 
they began and concluded the ſervice with a ſolemn. adoration 


30 of the divine majeſty. Moreover Hezekiah the king and | 
the princes commanded the Levites to ſing praiſe unto } 
the Lord with the words of David, and of Aſaph the 


ſeer, not only this day, but continually, And they ſang 
_ praiſes with gladneſs, and they heed their heads and 


31 worſhipped. Then Hezekiah anſwered and faid, Now | 


ye have conſecrated yourſelves unto the Lonp, come 


near and bring facrifices and thank offerings into the J 


houſe of the Lon.“ And the congregation brought in 
 facrifices, and thank offerings ; and as many as were of 


32 a free heart burnt offerings.* And the number of the 
burnt offerings, which the congregation brought, was | 


 threeſcore and ten bullocks, an hundred rams, [and] 


N two hundred lambs: all theſe [were] for a burnt offer- : | 
33 ing to the Logy. And the conſecrated things, all the | 
offerings conſecrated to God, beſides the burnt offerings | 


already mentioned, [were] fix hundred oxen, and three 


| 34 thouſand ſheep. But the prieſts, fuch of them as were i 


ſanctiſied, were too few, fo that they could not flay all 
the burnt offerings: wherefore their brethren the Le- 
vites did heip them, till the work was ended, and until 


the [other] prieſts had ſanctified themſelves: for the | 

| Levites [were] more upright in heart to ſanctify them- | 
ſelves, had greater zeal and reſolution, than the prieſts, | 
2 3 5 And alſo the burnt offerings [were] in abundance, with | 


the fat of the peace ofterings, and the drink offerings 


for 197] burnt . 2 his was another reaſon why 


burnt offerings were deſtroyed, but the - BEAGS offerings were ſhared 
between Wem and the prieſts. 


Fi the f 
d e wing, this ods _ the regular worlkip eſftabliſh- : 
ed, he commanded that other facrifices ſhou!d be brought. Hav- 

ing conſecrated themſelves, by offering ſacrifices of recon: iliation, 


they were to bring prace offerings as an acknowledgment. of God' 34 
goodneſs. 


© This ſhowed | great piety and zeal, becauſe the whole of the | 


18. CHRONICLES. XXX. 
the priefts were 100 few, the fat of the peace offerings WAs 


to be burnt, and drink offerings were preſented with each 
_ burnt offering. So the ſervice of the houſe of the Log, 
36 both ordinary and extraordinary, was ſet in order. And 


Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had 
prepared the people: for the thing was ¶ done] ſudden- 


ly; wo ſee all ſo ready and fo reſolute, manife Ned a divine 


Influence on their minds, which occgſioned great joy. 


* For the Reflections on this e ſee 2 1 chap. xviii. 


— — — 
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Ma. 41 4.48 


CHAP. XXX. 


W — * 


Tt he paſſover being agreed upon, letters are ſent by Hezokiah 4% 
invite all Iſrael to it: we have here the manner in which i z . 


das kept, and the feaſt which follo wed it. 


ND Hezekiah ſent to all Iſrael and Judah, to thoſe 
"A of the ten tribes of Iſrael that were not carried cap. 
live, and wrote letters alſo to Ephraim and Manaflſeh,* 
that they ſhould come to the houſe of the Loxůd at 
' Jeruſalem, to keep the paſſover unto the Lokp God 

2 of Iſrael, For the king had taken counſel, and his 


princes, and all the congregation in Jeruſalem, to keep 


3 the paſſover in the ſecond month. For they could 

not keep it at that time, on the fourteenth day of the 
miſt month, as the law directed, for the teniple was not 
3 till the |< xteenth;, and becauſe the prieſts had not 
ſanctified themſelves ſuſiciently, neither had the people 
4 gathered themſelves together to Jeruſalem, And the 
3 pleaſed the king and all the congregation; he Ade 
vice of the counſel was approved, and the thing agreed upon. 
5 So they eſtabliſted a decree to make proclamation _ 
throughout all Iſrael, from Beer-ſheba even to Dan, 
that they Hhoyid come to SNP: the 1 unto the 


LORD 


e Ephraim and Manaſſeh are particularly mentioned; becuaſe they 
were near Judah, and might know more of religion by an inter- 


courſe with their neighbours. 12 hey were invited to come to ſeru- 


ſalem, becauſe that was the only place where it could be kept. 


The ten tribes had not kept it ſince their ſeparation, being 
Y HÞindered from going to Jeruſalem: and Judah never kept it with 
A Such folemmty as they did now, ſince the time of Solomon. 


713 


—— — — — nos — 
% . 
ASS = — — — - N 


— 
— 


2 2 


— — — — 
EO AEE IEEE TE ITS 


— eats Gra 


y 
4. 
955 


— — — 


— — 
=" OS OS nn: — 


— — — —̃———— * ia He nn 


— 
22 S * r 4 
— - 5 — — we th : 1 


— ee 


— £780 


—ů enuf —— X — 


5 


— 


. REAL WAS A. TS, et 
o — —— ow_ PSY — 2 


* 


— ——— —́äß W 8 nm. ——. — 
1 
a> Dos ww 


* —— 
— — tn 


—— 
- 


714 Hl. CHRONTCLES. XXX; 
| Loan God of Ifrael at Jeruſalem : for they had not 
done [it] of a long [time in ſuch ſort] as it was written, 
6 So the poſts went with the letters from the king and 
his princes throughout all Iſrael and Judah, and ac. 
cording to the commandment of the king, ſaying, Ye 
children of Iſrael, turn again unto the Lorp God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, and he will return to the 
remnant of you, that are eſcaped out of the hand of 
7 the kings of Aſſyria. And be not ye like your fathers, | 
and like your brethren, which treſpaſſed againſt the | 
Lon God of their fathers, [who] therefore gave them | 
8 up to deſolation, as ye ſee. Now be ye not ſtiffnecked, 
as your fathers [were, but] yield yourſelves unto the 
Lok, and enter into his ſanctuary, which he hath 
ſanctified for ever: and ſerve the Logr your God, 
that the fierceneſs of his wrath may turn away from you, 
9 For if ye turn again unto the Lorp, your brethren } 
and your children [ ſhall find] compaſſion before them | 
that lead them captive, ſo that they ſhall come again 
into this land: for the Logp your God [is] gracious 
and merciful, and will not turn away [his] face from 
10 you, if ye return unto him.“ So the poſts paſſed from | 
City to city through the country of Ephraim and | 
Manaſſch, even unto Zebulun : but they laughed them 
to ſcorn, and mocked them. The meſſage was generally 
ſlighted ; they knew ſo little of Jehovah, and were ſo uſed | 
11 70 other gods, that their hearts were hardened, Never- | 
theleſs divers of Aſher and Manaſſeh and Zebulun * 
12 humbled themſelves, and came to Jeruſalem. Alſo in 
Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to | 
do the commandment of the king and of the princes, | 
by the word of the Log. Judah was unanimous, and 
lis is mentioned as being the work of God. 1 14 
8 This was the pious and affectionate letter which: he ſent, in 
Which he exhorts them to turn again and yield themſelves to God, 
and enter his ſanctuary at Jeruſalem ; and not be like their fathers | 
who were given up to 1dolatry : and the reaſons he urges are, | 
that they were the children of Iſrael; that Jehovah was the God of 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Iſrael; that he would be merciful to them, 
and fave them from ruin, and bring back their brethren, This 


the law of Moſes declared; and Hezekiah, no doubt, had au- 
Uhority to urge it in this caſe, as a motive to their repentance. 5 


1 22 
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And there aſſembled at Jeruſalem much people to 
* lp the feaſt of unleavened bread in the ſecond 


14 month, a very great congregation. And they aroſe 


and took away the altars that [were] in Jeruſalem, and 
all the altars for the incenſe took they away, and caſt 
[them] into the brook Kidron, They began by ſhowins 


15 their zeal againſt idolatry, Then they killed the paſſ- 


cover on the fourteenth [day] of the ſecond month: 


and the prieſts and the Levites, who had not ſanttified 


themſelves before, were aſhamed, and ſanctified them- 


ſelves, and brought in the burnt offerings into the 


houſe of the LORD. They were aſhamed at ſeeing the peo- 


16 ple ſo forward, and themſebves ſo cold and negligent. And 


they ſtood in their place after their manner, according 


do the law of Moſes the man of God, that they might 
diſpatch the buſineſs the more readily : the prieſts ſprink- 
led the blood, [which they received] of the hand of the 
17 Levites. For [there were] many in the congregation 
that were not ſanctified: therefore the Levites had 
the charge of the killing of the paſſovers (the paſchal 
lamb and other ſacrifices belonging to that feaſt, and 
more than uſual were now neceſſary) for every one 
Ithat was] not clean, to ſanctify [them] unto the Lorp. 
18 For a multitude of the people, [even] many of 
Ephraim, and Manaſſeh, Iſſachar and Zebulun, had 
not cleanſed themſelves, yet did they eat the paſſ- 
cover otherwiſe than it was written. Having @ pious dee. 


# re to eat it, they were allowed to do ſo, leſt % ſhould be 


_ diſcouraged, and the growing reformation be prevented, in 
humble confidence that God would not puniſh this neglef, 
when the heart was honeſt and upright. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, ſaying, The good Lon p pardon 
9 "9: every one [ That] prepareth his heart to ſeek God, the 
LRD God of his fathers, hat cometh with pure and 

J holy intentions, though [he be] not cleanſed] accord. 
i 20 ing to the purification of the ſanctuary. And the 
Loxp hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the peo- 
"x | And the children of Trac! that were preſent at 


_ Jeruſalem 


u some RP ſuppoſed that God had. FR? Qed ſome diſeaſe upon 
them; others, ther” he now Parconed hem: and gave them oP 5 
| | | tokens 
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Jeruſalem kept the feaſt of unleavened bread ſeven 
days with great gladneſs: and the Levites and the 
prieſts praiſed the Lorp day by day, [ſinging] with 


22 loud inſtruments unto the Loxd. And Hezekiah 


ſpake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the 
good knowledge of the Logp, that read and expounded 
the law to the people, and they did eat throughout the 
feaſt ſeven days, offering peace offerings, and making 
confeſſion to the Logp God of their fathers. This was 
neceſſary, conſidering the idolatry of Iſrael, and of the laſt 
reign in Judah. Hezekiah commended their care and dili. 
gence, and promiſed to reward their zeal in propagating the 


2 3 true religion, as we find in the next chapter. And the 


Whole aſſembly took counſel to keep other ſeven days, 


though it was the time of harveſt : and they kept [other] | 


ſeven days with gladneſs ; with ſacrifices, þ prayer, praiſes, 


Tc 24 Sc. For Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the 


_ congregation a thouſand bullocks and ſeven thouſand 


| ſheep; and the princes gave to the congregation a | 
thouſand bullocks and ten thouſand ſheep : and a great | 
number of prieſts ſanctified themſelves. Hezekiah 


entertained his ſubjefts and the Iſraelites, and there ame 


in a ſufficient number of prieſts to offer the ſacrifices, and | 
25 ſprinkle the blood, And all the congregation of Judah | 
with the prieſts and the Levites, and all the congrega- | 


tion that came out of Iſrael, and the ſtrangers that 
came out of the land of Iſrael, and that dwelt in Judah, 


26 rejoiced,* So there was great joy in Jeruſalem: for | 
ſince the time of Solomon the ſon of David king of 1 


Ifrael [there was] not the like in Jeruſalem, 


27 Then the prieſts the Levites aroſe and bleſſed the | 
people according 10 the law, that is, prayed that God 

wou!ld bleſs them : and their voice was heard, and their | 

prayer came (up] to his holy dwelling place, ſeven] | 
' _ unto heaven. He anſwered their Mons 2 and ratified the | 


bleſſing they Pronounced, 


tokens of his acceptance: probably fire from heaven, which had gone ; 
out in the time of Ahaz, | 


1 Theſe ſtrangers from Iſrael became oroſelytes;” and dwelt in 


Judah, and thus eſcaped that utter deſtruction which quickly after 
| was brought on their country by the Aſſyrians; when thoſe whe 
mocked Hezekiah's e were carried away. CERES 


— — 2.280 My: fy 
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REFLECTIONS. 


2 18 the duty of thoſe who have revolted fon God, 5 


to turn again to him, to devote themſelves to his 
ſervice, and to enter into ſtrict engagements to be his. This 


is the way to eſcape the miſery which impenitent ſinners 
fall into, and to ſecure God's favour. He never turns his 


face away from thoſe that ſeek him: Return unto me, 


and I will return unto thee, ſaith the Lord. 


2. It is no new thing for meſſengers who come on i the 55 
mon important concerns, and in the moſt friendly way, to 
be deſpiſed and ſcorned. One would have thought the 
Iſraelites ſhould at leaſt have given Hezekiah's meſſengers 


a civil reception: but they mocked them, and laughed 


them to ſcorn, So the goſpel of reconciliation is often 
treated; and the kind invitations of the King of heaven 
deſpiſed. But the conſequences will be dreadful; Such ; 


deſpiſers Hall wonder, and periſh. 


3. It is a great ſatisfaction to reflect, that while many N 
reject the goſpel offers, ſome embrace them. As the goſ- 
pel will be to many a /avour of death, it is pleaſant to think, 
that to ſome it will be a /avour of life, This gives encou- 
ragement to miniſters and good men; and the hand of 


God ſhould be acknowledged in it. 


4. The zeal and piety of others ſhould ſhame us out of 
our floth and negligence, v. 15. And the prieſts and the 

Y Levites were aſhamed, and ſaniified themſelves. God contt- 

nues in every age ſome examples of eminent piety, to 

quicken our zeal, When we ſee others eager and forward 

in religion, inſtead of cenſuring their conduct, and imput- 


ing bad defigns to them, let us rather imitate their zeal. 


Miniſters eſpecially, when they ſee private chriſtians zea- 5 
lous, ſhould be aſhamed to be leſs ſo. May we all, by our 


good example, provoke one another to love aid good works, 


8. Hezekiah's prayer for the people may properly 5 5 


adopted by us in our approaches to God. The great 


thing is to prepare the heart to ſeer Cod: to have a ſincere 
mind, and a fixed intention to ferve him. There may 
be defects, in our erg thoughts, in the frame of our 
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ſpirits ; when they are not ſuch as we could wiſh; in ſuch 
caſes, we may go to God by prayer, intreat him to pardon 
us, and accept our ſincere endeavours thro* Chriſt, not- 
| withſtanding theſe unallowed imperfections. Let us there- 
fore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in the time of need. Heb. iv. 16. 
6. Religious ſervices ought always to be attended with 
joy. It is often faid, They kept the feaſt with gladneſs, and 
rejoiced with great joy. All religious duties ſhould be per- 
formed with e we ſhould come to them with de- 
lightz and endeavour to keep our hearts cheerful. Pr ay 
without ceaſing, and rejoice ever more. 
7. The bleſſings which God's miniſters pronounce, if at- 
tended to with ſincerity and devotion, will be acceptable to 
him, and confirmed by him. v. 27, It is not an empty 
or inſignificant form; if we ſincerely join in it, and 
humbly defire a bleſſing, our prayers will be granted, and 
the bleſſing ratified, Let us then heartily join in ſuch 
ſolemn acts; for in God's houſe he command a . ings even 
1 ye for pointe — | 


1 N 


22 


r 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


| The zeal of the 7 eople in deftroying idolatry; the provif ifion made | 
= or ſupplying God's W 4 and his nale; 3 and Hezekial!'s | 
integrity ang ſucceſs in all, 


OW when all this was s finiſhed, after the rs: f 
tion of the paſſover, and the good inſtructions they | 
uad received, all lirael that were preſent went out to | 
the cities of Judah, and brake the images in pieces, | 
and cut down the groves, and threw down the high | 
| places, and the altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, 
in Ephraim alſo and Manaſſeh, until they had utterly 
deſtroyed them all. Then all the children of Iſrael | 
returned, e man to his poſſeſſion, into their own | 
cities, 5 
2 And Heaekiah appointed the buten of the prieſts 
_ and the Levites after their courles, which David had in- | 


Pinted, 


— 
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itte, and the daily cvorſpip; every man according to 
his ſervice, the prieſts and Levites for burnt offerings 
and for peace offerings, to miniſter, and to give thanks, 

and to praiſe in the gates of the tents of the Lob, 
in the gates of his houſe, about which the Levites were 
3 encamped, and kept their proper ſtations, [He appointed! 
allo the king's portion of his ſubſtance for the burnt 
offerings, | to wit,] for the morning and evening burnt 
_ offerings, and the burnt offerings for the ſabbaths, and 
for the new moons, and for the ſet feaſts, as [it is] 

4 written in the law of the Lox D.“ Moreover he com- 
manded the people that dwelt in Jeruſalem to give the 
portion of the prieſts and the Levites, that they might 

be encouraged in the law of the LoD; hat being main- 
LlnG˖ined, they might be encouraged in the diſcharge of their duty, | 
5 And as ſoon as the commandment came abroad, the | 
children of Iſrael brought in abundance of the firſt 
fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the _ | 
: HY increaſe of the field; and the tithe of all things; 7 
„ 6 brought they in abundantly, And [concerning] „ 
children of Iſrael and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, they alſo brought in the tithe of oxen, and ſheep, 
and the tithe of holy things which were conſecrated 
3 unto the Lox their God, and laid [them] by heaps. 
„ 7 In the third month, at he beginning of harveſt, they 
began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and finiſhed _ 
[them] in the ſeventh month, at. the end of harveſt. 
8 And when Hezekiah and the princes came and ſaw the 
a. Y Heaps, they bleſſed the Log, and his people Iſrael, 
„ Y They bleſſed God for this plenty, who had given the people @ 
| heart to contribute; and commended the people's generofi uy 
9 and piety, and prayed God to bleſs them, Then Hezekiah 
gqueſtioned with the prieſts and the Levites concerning 
10 the heaps; how there came to be ſo much left, And Aza- 
. riah the chief a of the houſe of Zadok anſwered 


„ E * 


him, 
wm I = This was ; appointed to be furniſhed out of the common ſtock; 

| but as the people were poor, Hezekiah contributed to it out of 
ts his own revenue: he ſet a good example, that he might thereby 


quicken others, 


IBV conſecrated things i is meant, their vows or voluntary dedi- : 
ted, : cations, the gains of trade, or the {ſpoils of war. 
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him, and ſaid, Since {the people] began to bring the 1 
offerings into the houſe of the Logy, we have had 
enough to eat, and have left plenty : for the Logy 
hath bleſſed his people; and that which is left [15] this 
great ſtore, laid up for winter. 
11 Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers i in 1 
the houſe of the Lon, for ftorehouſes ; and they pre. 
12 pared [them,] And brought in the offerings and the | 
tithes and the dedicated things] faithfully : over which 
Cononiah the Levite [was] ruler, and Shimei his bro- 
13 ther [was] the next. And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and 
Nahath, and Aſahel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and 
Eliel, and Iſmachiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, [were 
overſeers under the hand of Cononiah and Shimei his 2. 
brother, at the commandment of Hezekiah the king, 
14 and Azariah the ruler of the houſe of God. And Kore 
the ſon of Imnah the Levite, the porter toward the 
eeaſt, [was] over the free- will offerings of God to dif. II 2 
_ tribute the oblations of the Logy, and the moſt holy | 
= things; to give out the proper ſacrifices, and what belonged | 
15 to them, as oil, flour, ſalt, wine, and incenſe, Sc. And 
next him [were] Eden, and Miniamin, and Jeſhua, 
and Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, in the cities | 
of the prieſts, in [their] ſet office, to give to their 
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i brethren by courſes, as well to the great as to the | 
1 ſmall]; as the former were to diſtribute portions to the prieſts | 
. 5 Wailing, theſe were to take care of thoſe who were at home | . 
F 16 in their cities. Beſides their genealogy of males, from I. 
three years old and upward, [even] unto every one that 
1 entereth into the houſe of the Loxp, his daily portion | Wit 
for their ſervice in their charges according, to their . 
9 17 courſes.” Both to the genealogy of the prieſts by the I} V 
3 houſe of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty = 
F N years old and e in their charges by their courſes J 2 Wa 
in n The VER tka of ihe 3 3 think years old, A * 
4 were allowed to come to the temple with their fathers, and ſhare _ 
A in the diflribution. In their time of waiting They: brought their en 
1 families with them 1 
\q un In the law it was from thirty years old ; but David altered ve 
| | this, probably by divine appointment, as the. nambers of the peo- de 


| ple and the * increaſed. 1 Chron, Xxiii. 255 5 = I? 
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18 And to the genealogy of all their little ones, aner three 


years old, of which there was an exa#? regiſter kept, their 


wives, and their ſons, and their . through all 


the congregation: for in their ſet office they ſanctified 
themſelves in holineſs; conſecrated themſelves, with great 
19 fidelity, to ſerve an holy God, in his holy place.* Allo of the 


ſons of Aaron the prieſt, {which were] in the fields of 


the ſuburbs of their cities, in every ſeveral city, the 
men that were expreſſed by name, to give portions to 


all the males among the prieſts, and to all that were 


reckoned by genealogies among the Levites; thoſe who 
dere not in waiting, but at home in their city, were alſa 


T7, provided for. 


20 And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and 
wrought [that which was] good and right and truth be- 


fore the Lord his God; what was pleaſing to God, agree- 


able to the rules of equity and the divine law, and profitable 
2L zo the people. And in every work that he began in the 
| ſervice of the houſe of God, and in the law, and in the _ 
commandments, to ſeek his God, he did [it] with all 
his heart, and proſpered : whatever he undertook for the 
; advancement of religion, or the good government of the na- 


tion, he did it 8 . and vigoroufy 8 and God Papers | 


5 fm 1 in in 


REFLECTIONS. 


4H E good effects of ordinances mould be ſhown 
after they are finiſhed. When the people had 


| MY good inſtructions, and attended the ſolemn feſti- 


vals, then they: began the work of reformation. We are 


VoL. III. 8 55 * e : 1 . 


© This is given as a reaſon why ſuch care was taken of their 
families, becauſe they were either employed in the temple, or in 
teaching the people at home; and would ocherwiſe have deen 


unable to provide for them 
b One circumſtance of Henakiah's wikdaw Aud piety is not 


mentioned here, but may be inferred from Prov. xxv. 1. that he 
employed ſome ſkilful ſcribe to compare and make copies of the 
law and other ſacred writings ; and alſo ſmaller collections of pro- 


verbs, which were ſcattered abroad in ſeveral hands. Theſe were 


done by ſome F or e and publiſhed for the good: of 


his e ; 
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to hate ſin, and fill us with holy zeal againſt every thing 
that may be diſpleaſing and offenſive to God; with zeal 
againſt all kinds of idolatry, till we have utterly deſtroyed | 
them, and left none ſanding, however antient or reſpecta- 
ble. Thus ſermons, and elpecially the chriſtian paſſover, 
ſhould be improved to kindle zeal againſt fin, and make all | 
who attend it cry out, Mhat have I to do any mare with idols? 
30. It is a natural inference from this chapter, that where 
there is a love to God and his houſe, and a concern for the | 
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not to think that all is over when the ſabbath is done; 3 or 
—_ it is ſufficient to have performed the publick duties of 
; for then the hardeſt work begins; to cheriſh good im. 


6 ag and put in practice the good inſtructions we have 
received: be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 


2. The pleaſures of religious ordinances ſhould lead us 


intereſt of religion, there will be a care for the comfortable 


maintenance of miniſters. Hezekiah was ſolicitous, not 
only to have them maintained, but alſo encouraged in the 
work of God. v. 4. He commanded the people that dwelt 11, | 
FJeruſalem to give the portion of the prieſts and Levites, that | 
they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord; that they | 
„„ magene VE kept free from care and diſtraction, and en- 
couraged in their work, by the generoſity of the people. 
That their families, by being comfortably and creditably | 
ſupported, ſhould be an honour to their people, as well as } 
make them go on cheerfully in their work. Thoſe who | 
experience the benefit and comfort of a \ good eier. will | 
never grudge the expenſe of it. \ 
| 4+ The way to ſecure the blefling of God; is to 60 that 
Which is right, and to do it uprightly, v. 20, 21. A 
ius did Hezekiah throughout all Fudah, and wrought that aich 
das good and right and truth before the Lord his God. And in 
every work that he began in the ſervice of the houſe of God, and | 
in the law, and in ihe commandments, to ſeek his God, he did it | 
with all his heart, and proſpered. Whatever is agreeable to 
the nature and will of God, ſhould be done vigorouſly, and 
with reſolution; with a ſincere intention to pleaſe him, to 
profit men, and ſave ourſelves: this will be to our own | 
honour and comfort. The apoſtle Paul's rule is applicable | 
to every circumſtance in lite, Whatever Je do, 4⁰ it heartily, | 
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he 8 | 
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as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing, that of the Lord 


* 


ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance: Jor ye ſerve the 


Lord Chriſt. Col. iii. 2 3, 24. 


„ 


c 11 A P. XXXII. 


An account of Sennacherid's invaſion of Judah, and his defeat ; 


his treachery, and renewed attempt on the city; Hezekial''s 


10 25 and recovery; he dying, is ſucceeded by Manaſſen. 


—1 


8 


FT ER theſe things, a and the eſtabliſnment there- 
of, the ſettlement of all things about the worſhip o 
Cod, Sennacherib king of Aſſyria, fon of Shalmansfir 1 


200 carried the ten tribes captive, (called in Iſa. xx. 1. 


Sargon) came, and entered into Judah, and encamped 
againſt the fenced cities, and thought to win them for 
2 himſelf, or, to break them up. And when Hezekiah 
ſaw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was pur- 
3 poſed to fight againſt Jeruſalem, He took counſel with 
his princes and his mighty men to ſtop the waters of 
the fountains which [were] without the city, that they _ 
3 might be of no ſervice to the enemy, and had them conveyed. 


by pipes under ground 10 the city: and they did help him. 
So there was gathered much people together, who ſtop- 


ped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through _ 
the midſt of the land, faying, Why ſhould the kings 

of Aſſyria, the king of Aſpria aud his allies, come, and 
Alſo he ſtrengthened himſelf, and 
built up all the wall that was broken, and raiſed [it] up 
to the towers, and another wall without, to ſtrengthen the 

old one, and repaired Millo [in] the city of David, and 
made darts and ſhields in abundance. And he fet captains = 
of war over the people, and gathered them together . 
him in the ſtreet of the gate of the city, and ſpake com- 
flortably to them, encouraged them lo ſtand by him, in defence 
of their city, religion, and liberties, ſaying, Be ſtrong and 

_ courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for the king of 
 Afſyri, nor for all the multitude that [is] with him : 
for {there be] more with us than with him: VV 1th | him 


find much water? 
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[is] an arm of fleſh; but with us [is] the Lokp our 

God to help us, and to fight our battles; we have s 
good cauſe, and a good God to depend upon. And the peo- 

ple reſted themſelves upon the words of Hezekiah Eine 

of Judah; encouraged themſelves by what he ſaid. Sen. 

naclierib, hearing of theſe e Was — to ac. 
cept Hezekiahl's terms. 


9 Aﬀeer this did Sennacherib king of Aſſy ria ſend his 


| ſervants to Jeruſalem, (but he [himſelf laid ſiege] a- | 


— — 


— ARE AE — 


gainſt Lachiſh, and all his power with him,) unto | 
Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all Judah that 
10 [were] at Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus ſaith Sennacherib 
king of Aſſyria, Whereon do ye truſt, that ye abide in 


II the ſiege of Jeruſalem? Doth not Hezekiah perſuade 
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you to give over yourſelves to die by famine and by | 
tttirſt, ſaying, The Lokp our God ſhall deliver us out 
12 of the hand of the king of Aſſyria? Hath not the ſame | 
_ _Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, 
and commanded Judah and Jeruſalem, faying, Ye ſhall } 
Vorſnip before one altar, and burn incenſe upon it? 
13 Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all 
the people of [other] lud ? were the gods of the na. 
tions of thoſe lands any ways able to deliver their lands | 
14 ont of mine hand? Who [was there] among all the | 
gods of thoſe nations that my fathers utterly deſtroyed, | 
that could deliver his people out of mine hand, that 
your God ſhould be able to deliver you out of mine | 


DP. 15 hand? Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive you, | 
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vor perſuade you on this manner, neither yet believe | 
him: for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to 
deliver his people out of mine hand, and out of the 
band of my fathers : how much leſs ſhall your God de- 
16 liver you out of mine hand? And his ſervants ſpake yet 
[more] againſt the Loꝶœο God, and againſt his ſervant 
17 Hezekiah. He wrote alſo letters to rail on the Logy 
"God of Iſrael, and to ſpeak againſt him, ſaying, As 
the gods of the nations of [other] lands have not de- 
livered their people out of mine hand, fo ſhall not the 
God of Hezekiah deliver his PRs out of mine 265 
18 Then 


3 Here it vin be proper to read. 2 | King ch, xvii. I 3 14s Ke. 


a 
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18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews ſpeech 


unto the people of Jeruſalem that [were] on the wall, to 
affright them, and to trouble them; that they might 


19 take the city. And they ſpake againſt the God of 


Jeruſalem, as againſt the gods of the people of the 
earth, [which were] the work of the hands of men, 


20 And for this [cauſe] Hezekiah the king, and the 


- prophet Iſaiah the ſon of Amos, prayed and cried to 


21 heaven. And the Lox ſent an angel, which cut off 


all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and cap- 
tains in the camp of the king of Aſſyria. So he re- 
turned with ſhame of face to his own land. And when 
he was come into the houſe of his god, they that came 
forth of his own bowels flew him there with the ſword, 


22 Thus the Log faved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of 
SEE Jeruſalem from the hand of Sennackerib the king of 
_ Aflyria, and from the hand of all [other, and guided = 
23 them on every fide, And many brought gifts unto the 


Loop to Jeruſalem, and preſents to Hezekiah king of 


1 Judah : ſo that he was . in the 2 of all | 
1 nations from thenceforth. L 
. 24 In thoſe days Hezekiah was fick* to the death, and 


prayed unto the Lok D: and he ſpake unto. him, and 


A 5 he gave him a ſign. But Hezekiah rendered not again I, 


according to the benefit [done] unto him; for his heart 
was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and 


26 upon Judah and Jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding Heze- 
kiah humbled himſelf for the pride of his heart, both] . 


he and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for all were lifted 
up on account of their deliverance, of the compliment from 
Babylon, and the buildings done by Hezekiah , but they hum= 
Med themſelves, ſo that the wrath of the Logp came not 

5 upon them in the days of Hezekiah. : 


"”. And Hezekiah had exceeding ch; abe 404 ; 


| honour : and he made himſelf treaſuries for filver, and 


for gold, and for precious ſtones, and for ſpices, and 


for ſhields, and for all manner of pleaſant jewels; 


28 Storehouſes alſo for the increaſe of corn, and wine, and 5 


oil; and ſtalls for all manner of beaſts, and cotes for 


29 Kocks. Moreover he provicea him cities, and Fs 5 


* 5 ions 
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ſions of flocks and herds in abundance : for God had 

30 given him ſubſtance very much. This ſame Hezekiah 

alſo ſtopped the upper water courſe of Gihon, and 

| brought it ſtraight down to the weſt fide of the city of 

David. He brought water under ground into the city before 

the Ahrians came, which cas an admirable CONETIVANCE, 
And Hezekiah proſpered in all his works. 

1 31 Hou beit in [the buſineſs of] the ambaſſadors of the 

' plrinces of Babylon, who ſent unto him to enquire of 

1 the wonder that was [done] in the land, God left him, 

i to try him, that he might know all [that was] in his 

heart. Vanity was Hezekial's predominant paſſion, and 

= God left him, that Hezekiah himſelf might know what was 

[ in his heart: God took thts method to make him fox 111 of 

It, and to cure it. 

32 Nou the reſt of the acts of Hezekinh, and: his good- 
" nels. behold, they [are] written in the viſion of Uaiah 
ME prophet, the ſon of Amoz, [and] in the book 

233 of the kings of Judah and Iſrael. And Hezekiah 

_- * Nept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 

chiefeſt of the ſepulchres of the ſons of David : and 
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem did him 
| honour at his death; lamenting the loſs of ſo excellent a 


prince, and ſuch a fie) to 2 And Manaſſeh his fon 
"1 in 1 his ſtead. 
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had reformed much; but many did not like it. They were 
an hypocritical nation; and God brought this evil upon 
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5 that uſe of afflictions which God intends; that they may 
8 e us sto your zcal and activity! in that which is good. 
: . N 2. Truſt 
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miracles in Hezekiah's favour, is uncertain, _ 


This burying place ſtill continues; and is dhe only remains 
of the old Jeruſalem now to be found. 


5 nation may meet with troubles and calamities. | 
"Hezekiah and his people were engaged in a good work, and 


them, to quicken them, and to put life into this good work. 
We ſhould expect trouble, and prepare for it; and make 


98 5 r Whether this wy ROY to Sennacherib's deſtruction, or to the | 


fe 


18 
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2. Truſt in God ſhould always be ampintcd with the 
uſe of proper means for our deliverance : ſo Hezekiah did. 
He fortified the city, and made weapons offenſive and de- 
fenſive. To truſt in God without the uſe of proper means, 
is to tempt him. Prudence, valour, and piety, ſhould 
always go together; when united, they conſtitute the hero. 

3. A believing confidence in God: is the beſt remedy 


againſt the fear of man, Hezekiah exhorted the people to 


be ſtrong and courageous: and why! ? becauſe God was for 


them. Our enemies endeavour to frighten us from this, 


becauſe it is our beſt ſecurity ; but let us reſiſt ſuch temp- 
tations, and have our hearts fixed, truſting in the Lord. The 
fear of our Maker will prevent the fear of the fury of the 
oppreſſor. The name of the Lord is a frong tower z, the righ. 
_ runneth into it, and is ſafe. 

4. In Rab- ſhakeh we may ſee a foectmen of greit pride 
a infolence. He talked big, and bluftered, and ſeemed 
very deſirous that all ſhould know who he was, and what a 


great king his maiter was. Thus do proud men magnify 


themſelves, their own ſtrength, courage, and ſucceſs, and 


ſpeak contemptibly of every one elſe. Hezckiah's meſſen- 


gers ſpoke very reſpectfully to this wretch; and he anſwered 
them with abuſive language. Herein he is like proud men 


in general: reaſoning with them, and ſpeaking them fair, 


only makes them more unreaſonable and tumultuous. But, 


as in this caſe, pr ae n before aſtrucbion, and a 2 8 . 


ſpirit before a fall. ; 
5. Thoſe who perſecute God's church and people, often 5 


pretend commiſſion from him for ſo doing. Rab-ſhakeh _ 
uſed a boaſting lie when he ſaid, The Lord hath ſent me. So 


men think they act by commiſſion from him, and are doing 


him good ſervice, when they are oppoſing his intereſts, _ 
perſecuting his ſervants, cafting them out, and Tings Let 
the Lord be magnified. 5 
6. We are here TY not 10 anſwer 2 ; fool according to © N 
folly , leſt we ſhould be like him. Hezekiah's advice was wiſe | 
and prudent, anſwer not a word ; it will only provoke him 
the more, and give him pretence for the attack; or grieve 


the people, and diſhearten them by his further rage and _ 
blaſphemy. When at any time we have to do with proud 
| "7: y f and 


and eins men, ſilence is beſt; not pc HE ratliny 
for railing. To exhort them, is to caſt pearls before ſwine. 
Herein wiſdom is profitable to direct. There is a time to ſpeak, 
and a time to keep ſilence : but it is always prudent to keep 
ſilence when pride and paſſion have got the better of reaſon 


and common ſenſe. 


— 
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2 he wicked reign of Manaſſeh, who is carried to Babylon bound 
in fetters; upon his earneſt intreaty he is releaſed, and re. 
N= 3 Amon ſucceeds him, and is flain by his own ſervants. 


ANASSEH [was] twelve years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years | 


OR ot Jeruſalem : But did [that which was] evil in the ſight 


of the Lok, like unto the abominations of the hea- 
then, whom the Loxp had caſt out before the children 

3 of Iſrael, For he built again the high places which | 

| Hezekiah his father had broken down, and he reared up 
altars for Baalim, and made groves, and worſhipped | 
4 all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved them. Alſo he bait 
aaltars in the houſe of the Logp, whereof the Lon dn 
had faid, In Jeruſalem ſhall my name be for ever. 


5 0 5 And he built altars for all the hoſt of heaven in the 


0 two courts of the houſe of the LoD. And he cauſed | 
his children to paſs through the fire in the valley of the | 
ſon of Hinnom: alſo he obſerved times, and aged en- | 


chantments, and uſed witchcraft, and dealt with a fa- 
miliar ſpirit, and with wizards : he wrought much evil | 


in the ſight of the Lokp, to provoke him to anger. 


7 And he ſet a carved image, the idol which he had | 


made, in the houſe of God, of which God had faid to | 
David and to Solomon his ſon, In this houſe, and in 
Jeruſalem, which T have choſen before all the tribes of 
ing J Iſrael, will I put my name for ever: Neither will I any 
more remove the foot of Iſrael from out of the land 
which I have appointed for your fathers ; ſo that they I 

_ will take need to do all that I have commanded them, 


According 
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according to the whole law and the ſtatutes and the 
9 ordinances by the hand of Moſes. So Manaſſeh made 

Judah and the inhabitants of [Jeruſalem to err, [and] 


to do worſe than the heathen, whom the LOoRD had ; 
rufen before the children of Iſrael. 


10 And the Lon ſpake to Manaflch, and to his people: 
1 but they would not hearken.' Wherefore the Logy 


brought upon them the captains of the hoſt of the 
king of Aſſyria, (Eſarhaddon, who had lately conquered 


Babylon, and to ſecure his conqueſt had fixed his royal ſeat 
there) which took Manaſſeh among the thorns, in a 


thicket, where he had hid himſelf, and bound him with 
12 fetters, and carried him to Babylon, And when he 


was in affliction, he beſought the Logp his God, and 
humbled himſelf greatly before the God of his fathers, 


13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, 


and heard his ſupplication, and brought him again to 
Juieruſalem into his kingdom. God touched the emmperor's 
heart, and he releaſed him. Then Manaſſeh knew that 
the Lok p he [was] God. He was convinced of his power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs, and immediately ſet about a reform- 
ation; he fortified the city, and removed his idols and altars 


from the temple ; made Eliakim prieft, Iſa. xxii. 15. and . 
lurned out Siebna; offered ſacrifices to God himſelf, _ ” 1 


brought the people to do ſo 100, = 


14 Now after this he built a : wall MB the city of 


David on the weſt fide Gihon, in the valley, even to 


the entering in at the fiſh- -gate, and compaſſed about 

= _ Ophel, and raiſed it up a very great height, and put 
U 15 captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah, And 

he took away the ſtrange gods, and the idol out of the _ 


| houſe of the Lob, and all the altars that he had built 
in the mount of the houſe of the I. ORD, and in Jeru- 


16 ſalem, and caſt them] out of the city. And he re- 


paired the altar of the Lord, and ſacrificed thereon _ 


peace: offerings and thank . and comnianded . 
Judah - 


3 We he fan in 2 . Xxi. Manaſſeh's DYE ION and 

the judgments that were threatened for it; here we fee the exe- 

cution of them; in which God intended at once to make him * 
— monument of his Aer and his grace. 
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* Judah to ſerve the Loxp God of Iſrael. Neverthe- | 


leſs the people did facrifice ſtill in the high places, 


18 [yet] unto the Logp their God only. Now the reſt 


of the acts of Manaſſeh, and his prayer unto his God, 


and the words of the ſeers that ſpake to him in the 
name of the Lon p God of Ifrael, behold, they [are 


19 written] in the book of the kings of lrael. His 


prayer alſo, and [how God] was intreated of him, 
and all his fins and his treſpaſs, and the places wherein 
he built high places, and ſet up groves and graven 
images, before he was humbled : behold, they [are] 


written among the ſayings of the ſeers - 
20 So Manalleh ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in his own houſe: ” and Amon his ſon reigned in 


21 his ſtead, Amon [was] two and twenty years old 
 _ when he began to reign, and reigned two years in Je- 


22 ruſalem. But he did ſthat which was] evil in the fight 
of the Lox», as did Manaſſeh his father: for Amon 


ſacrificed unto all the carved images which Manaſſen 
his father had made, and ſerved them; he imitated his 
23 father's wickedneſs in the worſt part of his reign: And 
humbled not himſelf before the Lorp, as Manaſſeh 

his father had humbled himſelf, did not imitate his fa- 


 ther's repentance in his beſt days, but Amon treſpaſſed 
55 24 more and more. And his ſervants, his courtiers, con- 
ſpired againft him, and flew him in his own houſe. 


. 25 But the people of the land avenged his death, a 1 
- | flew all them that had conſpired againſt king Ko; = 


and the people of the land made Joſiah his ſon king in 


his ſtead, in oppoſition, probably, to ſome other 0 whon: "2 


the courtiers would nave fer on the throne. : 


REFLECT- 


Fs We are here fred 1 to ee ober hitory then extant, for | 
5 larger account of his ſin and repentance. Particular notice ies 
taken of his prayer; it is to be found in the Apocrypha, but 
whether genuine or not is uncertain: it is not unlikely but it 


5 may be ſo, for it is a good prayer, and much to the purpoſe. 


Perhaps he had given directions to be buried privately, as an 


5 expreſſion of humility, God continued him very long; he reign- 


ed fifty five years, which 1 was Ae chan a gs of Iſrael or 


N 


22 1 
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REFLECTIONS. 


. H E degeneracy of the children of good parents 


is much to be lamented. Hezekiah, amid his 


zeal for God, for his houſe and worſhip, no doubt took 
care of his children; but Manaſſeh proved very wicked. 
This is a very common caſe, and much to be lamented; 


eſpecially as ſuch are generally worſe than others, Let this 
caution young people, and induce them 79 know the God of -: 
ther fathers, and to reject the countels of thoſe who would = 


corrupt, enſnare, and, in the end, ruin them. 


2. Thoſe who reſemble others in their wickedneſs muſt 
expect to ſhare in their miſeries, v. 13. As they were 
like Ahab and Samaria, ſo they were puniſhed. like them. | 
The mileries attending vice are deſigned as warnings, If 
men will preſumptuouſly walk in an evil way, keep bad 
company, and ſay and do like them, they muſt expect to 
be pun iſhed with them, or with heavier calamities, as their 
ouilt is aggravated by what they have {cen and known of 


= the ſufferings of others. 


3. See the uſefulneſs of affliction to bring men to re- | 
, pentance. Manaſſeh, while in Proſperity, acted moſt 
Vuickedly and abominably ; but when he got into priſon, 
he began 10 think on his ways, The pleaſures of the court 
intoxicated him; but the horrors of a priſon brought him 
to himſelf, God's deſign in afflicting his people, is 4% take 
away . n, and bring them to repentance z which will ſhow _ 
itſelf}, as Manaſſeh's did, in humiliation, prayer, and re- 
formation: to undo the miſchief they have done, and 
ſtrive to reform thoſe they have corrupted, are fruits meet 


for repentance. The wiſdom and goodneſs of God in ſending 


afflictions for this purpoſe, ſhould be acknowledged. T here © -- 
ſeems to be an alluſion to this ſtory in Fob xxxvi. 7, 8. He 
_ will releaſe kings upon the throne, (as it ſhould be rendered. 5 
and if they be bound in fetters, and holden in cords of Miction, oy 
TE” 7 them their tranſgreſſions. He opens their ears TE 
diſcipline, and commandethi that they return from iniquity. 
4. This ſtory affords great encouragement to repentance, 
We can ſcarce conceive of a viler ſinner than — 
h 
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Fi who was fo wicked himſelf, and did fo much miſchief: - 
8 yet when he repented, and prayed, God was intreated for 
| him, heard his ſupplication, renewed his proſperity, and 
ll lengthened his life; and, one would hope, ſaved his ſoul. 
This was deſigned as a pattern of divine long ſuffering. 
Let the wicked, therefore, for/ake his way, and the unrighteozs 
man his thoughts ;, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundant) O 


Pardon. 


1 
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An accom of 22 hs reign: tis early piety, and care about | 
_ repairing the temple ; the diſcovery of the book of the law, and 


the impreſio 2n it made on the king's and the ga anſe, wer 
12 to hits enquiry. 


OSIAH [was] eight years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem one and thirty 

1 years. And he did [that which was] right in thge 
ſight of the Lokxp, and walked in the ways ; of David 


3 nor to the left,* For in the eighth year of his reign, 
while he was yet young, he began to ſeek after the 
God of David his father; Hat is, when he was fix- 
teen years of age he worſhipped God publickly, like David; 
and in the twelfth year of his reign, when he was twenty 
ears old, he began to purge Judah and Jeruſalem from 
the high places, and the groves, and the carved images, 
4 and the molten images, And they brake down the 
altars of Baalim in his preſence; and the images, that 
| [were] on high above them, he cut down; and the 
| proves, and the carved i images, and the molten images, 
5 he brake in pieces, and made duſt [of them, ] and 
ſtrowed [it] upon the graves of them that had facri- | 
ficed unto them; 70 ſhow his deteſtation of thoſe idols, 
Y ons their ne, And he burnt the bones of the 
_ prieſts 


my "His mother's | name was | Jegidab, 2 1 xxii. 1. probably 
2 good woman, who took great Care of his education, 5 


his father, and declined [neither] to the right hand | 
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_ prieſts upon their altars, and thus polluted them that they 


miglit not be uſed again; and cleanſed Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem. And [fo bY he] i in the cities of Manaſſeh, and 


Ephraim, and -Simeon; even unto Naphtali, ere 


many poor people were fill left by the king of Aria, with 


their mattocks round about. And when he had broken 
down the altars and the groves, and had beaten the 


graven images into powder, and cut down all the idols 
throughout all the land of Iſrael, he returned to Jeru- 


ſalem: for he went about lie country him fel to joe Ihe Wor E. 


10 


11 


4 3 


efeaually done. 


the houſes which the kings of Judah had deftroyed : 


that is, the chambers and buildings about the temple, where 
the prieſts lodged, and the ſtores were kept, And the men 
did the work faithfully ; and the overſeers of them 
| [were] Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites, of the ſons _ 
of Merari; and Zechariah 3 Meſhullam, of the ſons 
of the Kohathites, to ſet [it] forward; and [other of] 
the Levites; all that could ſkill of inſtruments of 
mulick. Allo [they were] over bearers of burdens, 


and. 


Nou in the eighteenth . year. of his reign, when he 
had purged the land, and the houſe, he ſent Shaphan 
the fon of Azaliah, and Maaſciah the governor of the 
5 city, and Joah the ſon of Joahaz the recorder, to re- 
pair the houſe of the LORD his God. He ſent thoſe 
officers of his court, to give orders and alſiſt the prieſts, and 
10 keep an account of what offerings were made by the peo- 
9 ple. And when they came to Hilkiah the high prieſt, _ 
they delivered the money that was brought into the 
| houſe of God, which the Levites that kept the doors 
had gathered of the hand of Manaſſeh and Ephraim, 
and of all the remnant of Iſrael, and of all Judah ang 
Benjamin; for they had made a collection through the 
whole nation, and they returned to Jeruſalem. And 
they put 15 in the hand of the workmen that had 
the overſight. of the houſe of the Lonp, and they 
gave it to the workmen that wrought in the houſe of 
the Log, to repair and amend the houſe: Even to 
the artificers and builders gave they it,] to buy 
hewn ſtone, and timber for couplings, and to floor 
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and [were] overſeers of all that wrought the work i in any 
manner of ſervice: and of the Levites [there were} 
ſcribes, and officers, and porters. The principal Levites 
Deere over ſeers, to fee that the work was well done; and they 
were probably affiſted and encouraged in it by Feremiah, a 


began to propheſy in the thirteenth year of Foſialts regn; 
and alſo by Zephaniah, who lived at this time. 


14 And when they brought out the money that was 


brought into the houſe of the Lozxp, Hilkiah the 
prieſt found the book of the law of the Logo [given] 
by Moſes. While they were repairing the temple, 22 a 
the prieſt found a copy of the law, which had been ſecretly _ 
hid when the idols were ſet up there: probably it was the 
authentic copy, which Moſes had directed to be laid by the fide 


15 of the ark, Deut. xxxi. 26. And Hilkiah anſwered and 


ſaid to Shaphan the ſcribe, I have found the book of 
the law in the houſe of the LoRD. And Hilkiah de- 


16 livered the book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried 


the book to the king, and brought the king word 
back again, ſaying, All that was committed to thy 


17 ſervants, they do [it.] And they have gathered to- 


_ gether the money that was found in the houſe of the 
| Loy, and have delivered it into the hand of the 


; 18 overſeers, and to the hand of the workmen. Then 


Shaphan the ſcribe told the king, ſaying, Hilkiah the 
prieſt hath given me a book. And Shaphan read it 
before the king. Aud when the king perceived what 11 


9 wa, he was greatly affected with it. And it came to 


paſs, when the king had heard the words of the law, 


20 that 1 rent his clothes 15 9 's and fear” And the 


king 


2 It cannot be 3 that all the. copies s of the law were loſt: 


Hezekiah had taken care to furnich the people with many; and 1 ; 
their being and polity as a nation, as well as their rehgion, de- 


pended on the knowledge of the law, But probably Manaſſeh, 


in his worſt days, and Amon, had dellroyed many, ſo that there 
were but few left, and thoſe corrupted and imperfect. Perhaps 
there was only an abſtract of the chief laws, for the uſe of the _ 
| prieſts, like our abridgment of the ſtatutes; without the promiſes _ 
and threatenings, with which the king ſeemed ſo much affected. 


The reading of the law had been neglected; the king had not 


written a copy with his own hand, as had been commanded : his 
| reformation nught have becn according to theſe abſtracts, or hints 


from 
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king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the fon of 


Shaphan, and Abdon the ſon of Micah, and Shaphan 


the ſcribe, and Aſaiah a ſervant of the king's, ſaying, 


21 Go, enquire of the Logp for me, and for them that 


are left in Iſrael and in Judah, concerning the words 
of the book that is found, and what can be Tone to avert 


this evil: for great [is] the wrath of the Loy that is 


pPaoured out upon us, becauſe our fathers have not Kept 


the word of the Lorp, to do after all that is written in | 


22 this book. And Hilkiah, and [they] that the king 


[had appointed] went to Huldah the propheteſs, the 


wife of Shallum the fon of Tikvath, the fon of 
HFaſrah, keeper of the wardrobe ; Jeremiah and Zepha- 
nah being, probably, abſent : (now ſhe dwelt in Jeruſa- 
lem in the college; where the ſons of the propiiets and the 


young prieſts and Levites uſed to meet for inſtruftion and 


diſcourſe) and they ſpake to her to that ſ effect.] 


And ſhe anſwered them, Thus faith the Lozp God © 
44 of Iſrael, tell ye the man that ſent you to me, Thus 
faith the Logp, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, [even] all the 
curſes that are written in the book which they have 
285 read before the king of Judah: Becauſe they have 
forſaken me, and have burned incenſe unto other gods, 
that they might provoke me to anger with all the 
works of their hands; therefore my wrath ſhall be 
poured out upon this place, and ſhall not be quenched. 


: 26 God had determined to puniſh and deſtray the people. And 


as for the king of Judah, who ſent you to enquire of 


the Lok, fo ſhall ye ſay unto. him, Thus faith the 
| Loy God of Iſrael {concerning} the words which thou 


27 haſt heard; Becauſe thin. heart was ten der, and thou 
= didſt 


How ſome good people about it, The 3 belnz impatient to 
know the contents, began to read immediately, and, as their books 
were written upon long ſcrolls, and rolled upon a Rick, the lat- 


ter end of Deuteronomy would come firit in courſe, where he 
found thoſe terrible threatenings, winch ſo greatly impreſſed him; 


chreatenings upon the Kings as well as upon the people. Deut. 
Xxxviii. 36, 


= This confirms what was ſaid beſure of that part which the 


king had been e or n ; 


. 
. —8 =_ . 
—_ — — —— 


. nts — > ON, . . 22 
"i, nn r 5 : 
** —— = 7 


— ' — ! PRI 
rr 
WSN . — 

0 A — = 


2 
— 
— 2 > 


— 
JI 


7 
1 
i 


* 
'f 
. 
my 
FL 
4 
{ 
«4 


_— 


— — 
* 
—— 


— YO - 
: - 
— — —ů 


— — — mY 
bes . 


12 a — 
1 8 — ar Ls» £4 2 


——ä—— 8 nn oe tier — 


— _—_—— — n 


2 ̃ — P — —— 

2 i Lee — 
2 —. 2 2 

ren 


—jä—ñ— 0 OSS > 
FF 
— —ͤ—E' id 2 
2 — * - - 
qt ae Sethe 8 * 


— ä ¹L! . 


— — 
— — 
2 9 Tz. 


— 
1 3 
—— — ——— 2 
— * 5 — 3 
— — — 


— 


28 
uioill gather thee to thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be 


"$65 =. - = — — 
_—  — 2 
— — PE 


— 
WR 
— 


25 
a covenant before the Lokp, to walk after the LoR p, 
and to keep his commandments, and his teſtimonies. 


ny 
a y 


K A we 


R 


A — 
. 


a 
DO IE nn gn - gs 


————— 
— — peas. * a GO 
— — — Cond % % * PR — 
Tikes of. or tte: ns ro A — 
— — 8 
ET 7 


730 


IT. CHRONICLES. XXXIV. 


didſt humble thyſelf before God, when thou heardeſt 
his words 8 this place, and againſt the inhabi- 
tants thereof, and humbledſt thyſelf before me, and 


didſt rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have 


even heard [thee] alſo, faith the LoR Dp. Behold, I 


gathered to thy grave in peace, neither ſhall thine 


eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants of the ſame. Becauſe he was 


tender hearted, humble, and contrite, and trembled at God's 


29 
30 


word, ww fearful of the divine diſpleaſure, ſhowed deep 


humility, and great concern to avert the evil, therefore te | 
ſiould die before theſe calamities came. 80 they Drought: 


the king word again.“ 
Then the king ſent and gathered. together all the 
elders of Judah and Jeruſalem. And the king went 


up into the houſe of the Logo, and all the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and the 
prieſts, and the Levites, and all the people, great and 
ſmall; and he read in their ears all the words of the 


bock of the covenant that was found in the houſe of 


the Loxp. And the king ſtood in his place, and made 


and his ſtatutes with all his heart, and with all his ſoul, 


33 


tained] to the children of Iſrael, and made all that were 
preſent in Iſrael to ſerve, ſeven] to ſerve the LORD 


their God. [And] all his days they departed not from 


to perform the words of the covenant which are written 
in this book,, And he cauſed all that were preſent in 
Jeruſalem and Benjamin to ſtand ſto it.] And the in- 


huabitants of Jeruſalem did according to the covenant of 
God, the God of their fathers. And Joſiah took away 


all the abominations out of all the countries that [per- 


following the Loa, the God of their fathers. 


REFLECT: 


As a more particular account of the things related 3 *. 29 to 5 


the end, will be found in 2 Kings ch. ili. v. 128, it may be 


proper to read that next. 


PSY 
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REFLECTIONS, 


— . 


was very good; he turned not to the right hand nor to 
the left: when ſixteen, he began to ſeek God more pub- 
lickly ; to ſet about reformation ; and exerted himſelf with 


vigour in it: and he did all this, though his father was 
very wicked; though his court and nation were very cor- 
rupt. A noble example for the imitation of youth Early 
piety is peculiarly honourable in all young people, eſpe- 


cially in perſons of rank and fortune; and above all, 


amidſt the prevalence of degeneracy and impiety. When 


very young, but eight years old, he began this work, 
and with growing years he purſued it. Let us go aud do 
_ likewiſe; for God loves them that love him, and they ihai ſeek 
um early ſhall find him. 


2. We have great reaſon; to thank God for the plenty of 
our bibles. It was a fad time in Iſrael, when ſcarce any 


copy of the law was found: no wonder they were ſo de- 


generate and wicked. This was a happy diſcovery of 
the original, as it both directed and quickened them in 


the reformation of their worſhip and lives. The king 
_ valued it highly; he did not put it among his rarities, as 


a curioſity only; but read it, and took heed to it. Let us 
be thankful that they are not ſcarce among us; and that 
by the invention of printing, that noble and uſeful art, 
(which came from God) there is plenty of them; and ſo . 
cheap, that the pooreſt may have them. Let us bleſs God 
for the holy ſcriptures, and let our delight be in the law of 
the Lord, We do the greateſt honour to them, when we 
read and ſtudy them daily, and regulate our ſentiments | 


and lives by them. 
3 f. We ſhould 3 that tenderneſs of 3 which 


£ good Joſiah manifeſted, Whenever we read the word, let 

us labour to have our hearts and conſciences impreſſed 
with an holy fear of that wrath which is revealed from 

| heaven: let our fleſh tremble for fear of God's judgments, 


and be deeply humbled under a ſenſe of our guilt and 


E have here an eminent and lovely 3 of 
early piety, When only eight years old, Joſiah 


; Vor. III. : gs Zz We en” violation 
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violation of God's holy law : let us deſire to know and dg 
our duty, as therein deſcribed; and do what we can to re- 
form and fave others. Then, whatever becomes of them, 
the conſequence will be happy to ourſelves : we ſhall come 
to the grave in peace, and go to a world of everlaſting peace; 
for, thus faith the Lord, 10 this man will I look, and with 8 


him will I dwell, who 1s of an humble and contrite i and | 
 trembleth at 2255 word. 


——— 


CHAP. xXXXV. 


The aum, paſſover which Fofpah kept; his death; and the great - 
 lamentation that was made for hin. 


TOREOVER Joftah kept a paſſover unto the I 

_ Loxp in Jeruſalem : and they killed the paſi- | 

| over en the fourteenth beer of the firſt month, accord- 
2 ing to the law in Exodus xii, 6. And he ſet the prieſts 


2 


in their charges, and en them to the ſervice . 
3 of the houſe of the Loxp, And ſaid unto the Le- 1 


vites that t- zught all Iſracl, which were holy unto the 
Lokp, Put the holy ark 1 in the houſe which Solomon 
the ſon of David king of Iſrael did build; [it ſhall] ” 
not [DET a burden upon [your] ſhoulders : ſerve now KI 1 
4 the Lorp your God, and his people Uſrael, and pre- 
+=; pare [ yourſelves] by the houſes of your fathers, after 
your courſes, according to the writing of David king of 
+. Hrael and according to the writing of Solomon his ſon. | . 
5 And ſtand in the holy place] according to the diviſions 7 
of the families of ihe fathers of your brethren che peo- 
ple, and after the diviſion of the families of the Le- 
6 vites. So kill the paſſover, and ſanctify yourſelves and 
prepare your brethren, that they] may do according 
to the word of the LORD by the Hand of Moſes. Ez «ry 
family was to bring a lamb, and the prieſts were to be par- 
 tieuiorly careful, both to do honour to the low, and ſei a good 
7 example ts others, And Joſiah gave to the peop: e, of: 
7 flock, lambs and kids, for bath might be 1. 5 Exod a. 
5 all for the paſivver 0 offerings, "for all that were 


- preſent, 
* amen probably removed i it, to make! of r his 0 deteſt table idols. 
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preſent, to the number of thirty thouſand, and three 


thouſand bullocks: theſe [were] of the king's ſub- 


| ſtance, Theſe were to be offered on the Fen days of un- 


leavened bread follows the paſſover ;, the king furniſhed 


them at his own expenſe, and the chiefs of the prief and 


Levites followed his enam ble, and gave generouſſy. And 
his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the 
prieſts, and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah and 
Jehiel, rulers of the houſe of God, gave unto the prieſts 
for the paſſover offerings two thouſand and ſix hundred 
ſmall cattle,] and three hundred oxen. Conaniah alſo, 
and Shemaiah and Nathaneel, his brethren, and Haſha- 


biah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave 


10 


unto the Levites for paſſover offerings five thonand 


[ſmall cattle, } and five hundred oxen. So the ſervice 


was prepared, aud the prieſts ſtool in their place, and 


11 


the Levites in their courſes, according to the king's 
commandment. And they killed the paſſover, and the 
prieſts ſprinkled {the blood] from their hands, and the 
Levites flayed [them.} And they removed the burnt 
_ offerings, that they might give according to the di- 


viſions of the families of the people, to offer unto the 


Load, as [it is] written in the book of Moſes, And 


- 3 fo did they] with the oxen. And they roaſted the 


14 
1 ; [were] in their place, according to the commandment 
of David, and Aſaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the 
| king's ſeers. the mufick and fnging continued all the time 
they were offering the ſacriſices: and the porters [waited] | 
at every gate; they might not depart from their ſervice; 


- Paſſover with fire according to the ordinance, (Exodus 
Xii. 8, 9.) but the [other] holy offerings] ſod they in 
pots, and! in caldrons, and in pans, and divided [them! 
ſpeedily among all the people, hat they might give ſup- 
I4 plies to ſo great a multitude. And afterwards they made 
ready for themſelves, and for the prieſts: becauſe the 
prieſts the ſons of Aaron {were bhuſied] in offering of 
burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the 
Levites prepared for themſelves, and for the prieſts 


the ſons of Aaron. And the ſingers the ſons of Aſaph 


«they took care that none withdrew before the ſervice was 


2 . 115 ended; 
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ended; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them, 
16 and brought them what was neceſſary. So all the ſervice 
of the Loxb was prepared the ſame day, to keep the 
paſſover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of 
the Logp, according to the commandment of king 


17 Joſiah. And the children of Iſrael that were preſen:, 


kept the paſſover at that time, and the feaſt of un- 


18 leavened bread ſeven days. And there was no paſſover 


like to that kept in Iſrael from the days of Samuel the 
prophet; neither did all the kings * Ifrael keep ſuch 
a paſſover as Joſiah kept, and the prieſts, and the 
1 and all Judah and Iſrael that were preſent, 


4 | 19 'and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem.* In the eighteenth 


year of the reign of Joſiah was this Fer kept; 
thirteen years before his death, 


20 Aﬀer all this, when Joſiah had prepared tha temple, 


and every thing ſeemed to promiſe peace and happineſs, 
all their hopes were blaſted at once, for Necho king 
. Egypt came up to fight againſt Carchemiſh by Eu- 
21 phrates: and Joſiah went out againſt him.“ But he 
ſent ambaſſadors to him, ſaying, What have 1 to do 
with thee, thou king of Judah? [I come] not againſt 
thee this day, but againſt the houſe wherewith I have 
war: for God commanded me to make haſte: forbear 
| thee from [meddling with] God, who [is] with me, 
that he deſtroy thee not; intimating that it was contrary to 
Juſtice, for he had no quarrel with him; it was contrary to 
piety, for God had commanded him to go up and make haſte; 
and that it was contrary to policy, for he might come off with 


7 22 the worſt. Nevertheleſs Joaſih would not turn his face 


from him, but diſguiſed himſelf, that he might fight 
with him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho 
from the mouth of God, and « came to o fight | in the val- 


ley 


5 This was a moſt extraordinary paſſover ; 1 none had been cele- 
brated with ſuch great preparations, with ſuch ſolemnity, and with 
ſuch great jcy. It had been kept in Hezekiah's time; but they 
were not properly purified, and Joſiah was more liberal in propor- 


tion to his abilities, 


4 The king of Babylon had 8 Aſſyria, ind Pharzok 


Necho, or the wounded Pharaoh, went againſt Sen a cit) 
on the banks of the river Euphrates, | 


© 
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23 oy of Megiddo. And the archers ſhot at king Joſiah; 


0 ſtanding his diſguiſe, they perceived he was e-the com- 


mander, and therefore attacked him z and the king ſaid to 
his ſervants, Have me away; for I am fore wounded. 


24 His ſervants therefore took him out of that chariot, and 


put him in the ſecond chariot that he had, . oze that was 
ready in caſe of accidents; and they brought him to 
Jeruſalem, and he died, and was buried in [one of | the 


ſepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jer uſalem ; 


mourned for Joſiah 


25 And Jeremiah lamented for Joſiah; 20 wonder the 


good prophet was much affefed, it was a ſad calamily, ef- 


pecially conſidering the charaFer of his ſucceſſor ; and all 
the finging men and the ſinging women Res of Joliah _ 

in their lamentations to this da ay, and made them an 
ordinance in Iſrael, hat the memory of this event might be 


kept up: and, behold, they Care] written in the lament- 
ations.” 


© I find all the commentators think this was rah and preſumptuous 
conduct in Joſiah; and diſobedience to God. I own J cannot ſee 
it in this light. Had he dicd in an act of diſobedience; Jeremiah 


would not have lamented him, nor would they have made it an 
_ ordinance in lirael to do fo. The caſe wems to me to be this: 
Manaſſeh was tributary to Babylon, and probably to Amon and 

Joſiah; there was a league between them, which included a pro- 


miſe or oath to aſſiſt or defend him againit his enemies. For 


this purpoſe Joſiah probably had a conſiderable part, if not all 
the land of lirael given him, as he went through it to deltroy it 
_ idolatry. We find two of his ſucceſſors were bound by the king 


of Babylon ; and probably he was the ſame ; therefore as a faithful 


ally, he could not but reſiſt the kinz of Egypt. What Pharaoh 
_ fays of God's commanding him, ſeems only an artifice. Hearing 
that Joſiah was a prince of great piety, he thought this would 
prevent his oppoling him, But there is no intimation that ne | 
meant the true God. The word is not Jehovah „Which is always 
uſed when an expreſs command from him is ee to. Had 
there been any doubt in the caſe, he would certainly bave con- 
ſalted Jeremiah or Zephaniah; but if he was bound by an oath, 
it would have been an affront - to God to have conlulted. bim | 
Whether he ſhould break it; and God was highly offended with _ 
his brother's ſon and ſucceſſor Zedekiah for breaking his oath with 
the king of Babylon. It is therefore evident to me, that he was 
in the way of his duty; and his violent death was deſigned as a 
puniſhment for the people, tho undoubtedly 1t was happy for him, 
f The funeral poem is loſt; it could not be Jeremiah's Lamens 
tations, for they lament the deſtruction of the city, and the Cage 


any, not che death of the king. 
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26 Now the reſt of the acts of Joſiah, and his 1 


according to [that which was] written in the law of the 


| M LoRD, And his deeds, firſt and laſt, behold they [are] 
55 written in the book of the kings of Irael and Judah. _ 


REFLECTIONS. 


TT is the duty of every pious mind to ablerte. all: 
divine inſtitutions. Joſiah was zealous againſt idol- 
atry, and as zealous for keeping the paſſover. This ſug- 
geſts a good leſſon to us, to obſerve and keep whatever 5 
God commands us. The Lord's ſupper ſucceeds to the 
paſſover; it is a memorial of a great ſacrifice and deliver- 


ance, and a means of ſupporting chriſtian piety in the world. 


Notice is ſeveral times taken that all was done according 
_ zo the law; which may intimate, that we are more accepft- 
able to God in our religious ſervices, when we keep cloleſt 
to his word. „ 
OS e in perſons of plentiful eee. Fl 
pecially for the ſupport of religion, is highly commendable. 
_ Joſiah, the chief prieſts, and the Levites, all furniſhed 
oxen and lambs for this ſervice, Thoſe who know the value 
of goſpel privileges, and the excellency of religion, will 
not grudge any prudent expenſe for the ſupport of God's 
worſhip, to encourage his prieſts, as Joſiah did, v. 2. and 
to provide for the neceſſities of the poor, T "he gives re- 
ligion reputation, and is Happy. both for the donor and 
receiver. . 
i 6 FETs 10 knowing good or dl FR any thing 1 the ſun. — 
Good Joſiah was {lain in battle. Probably few of the people . 
were ſlain then, tho' moſt of them were hypocritical, and 
difliked his reformation, God's providence is a mighty _ 
deep. He has various ways of taking good men out of this 
world; but they all die in peace; and very there 15 4 reward 
for the righteous , verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth, 
44. The death of pious and uſeful men, is much to be 


| lamented. Many who have no piety themſelves, will, as 
in. the caſe before us, bear teſtimony to the worth and ex- 


185 LS cellency | 
— Afier this TILT 2 Kings, 7777 xxii, beginn' ng at the middle 


or . 30s to the end of. the book, may be ee read. 


00000 
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: celleney of upright and zealous men, and do them honour 
at their death, tho' they may neither imitate them nor love 
them. This ſhould recommend religion and zeal for the 

glory of God and the ſupport of his cauſe, that it makes 
men truly honourable. Good and bad men will join to 
honour real worth; rhe memory TY the Ju ar be Lfd. 


* FR? 1 


— — 


CHA p. XXXVI. 


Jeloofoe ſucceeds Joſiali; is depoſed by Pharaoh; Yehoiakin 
reigning ill, is carried to HBadhylon; Fehotachin ſucceeds hum ,, 
aud Ae 2gekiah”s evil rein. 


5 "H E. N the people of the land took Je oats the 
| ſon of Joſiah, and made him king in his father's 
2 lead in leruſalem. | Jehoahaz [was] twenty and three 
= FOR, old when he began to reign, and he reigned three 
3 months in Jeruſalem. And the king of Egypt put him 
Adcqvn at Jerufalem, and condemned the land in an hun- 
4 dred talents of ſilver and a talent of gold. And the 
king of Ugypt made Eliakim his brother king over Ju- 
dah and Jeruftlem, and turned his name to Jchoiakim, 
And Necho _ Jehoahaz his brother, and carried 
= him to Egy 85 
Dk 1 [was] twenty and five years old when ks 
- began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in ſeruſa- 
-- =. lem? and de did [that which was] evil in the fight of 
6 the Logp his God. Againſt him came up Nebuchad- 


nezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in ſetters, to | 


7 carry him to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar alſo carried of 
the veſſels of the houſe of the Lord to Babylon, and 


f 8 put them in his temple at Babylon. Now the reſt of 
the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations which ge 


did, and that which was found in him, behold, they 
[are] written in the book of che kings of Iſrael and 
Judah : and Jehoiachin his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


3 Jehoiachin [was] eight years old when he began to ” 


. reign, and < : reigned three months and ten days in 
Jeruſalem: a dhe did | that which WE] evil in the fight 
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10 of the Lonp. And when the year was . king 


Nebuchadnezzar ſent, and brought him to Babylon, 


Vith the goodly veſſels of the houſe of the Loxp, and 


11 


made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jeru- 
falem. Zedekiah [was] one and twenty years old when 
be began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 
12 


lem. And he did [that which was] evil in the fight of 


the Lon his God, [and] humbled not himſelf before 


Jeremiah the prophet [ſpeaking] from the mouth of 
the Lorp, And he alto rebelled againſt king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him ſwear by God : but he 


ſtiffened his neck and hardened his heart from turning : 
unto the Lory God of Iſrael. : 


44 


Moreover all the chief of the ele and the peo o- 
ple, tranſgreſſed very much after all the abominations 
of the heathen; and polluted the houſe of the LORp 


2 5 which he had hallowed: in Jeruſalem. And the Loxp 


16 


God of their fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers, 


rrliſing up betimes, and ſending; becauſe he had com- 


paſſion on his people, and on "his dwelling place: But 


they mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his 
| words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Lob aroſe againſt his people, till [there was] no 


87 


remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king 


Of the Chaldees, who ſlew their young men with the f 
ſword in the houle of their ſanctuary, and had no com» 


pPaſſion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him 
that ſtooped for age; he gave [them] all into his hand, 
And all the veſſels of the houſe of God, great and 
ſmall, and the treaſures of the houſe of the Lorp, and 
the treaſures of the king, and of his princes; all [theſe] 
109 he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the houſe of 
S0 d, and brake down the wall of Jeruſalem, and burnt 


all the palaces thereof with fire, and deftroyed all the 


goodly veſſels thereof. And them that had eſcaped _ 


from the ſword carried he away to Babylon; where 


they were ſervants to him and his ſons until the reign 


of the kingdom of Perſia: To fulfil the word of the 


LORD dy. the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 


: N 


— 
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enjoyed her ſabbaths: [for] as long as ſhe lay deſolate 
ſhe kept ſabbath, to fulfil threeſcore and ten years. 


22 Nov in the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that 
the word of the Logp [ſpoken] by the mouth of Jere- 


miah might be accompliſhed, the Loxp ſtirred up the 
ſpirit of Cyrus king of Perſia, that he made a procla- 


miaSation throughout all his kingdom, and [put it] alſo in 
2 23 writing, ſaying, Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, All 


the Kingdoms of the earth hath the LoꝶpD God of hea- 
ven given me; and he hath charged me to build him 
an houſe in Jeruſalem, which [is] in Judah, Who [is 
there] among you of all his people ? The Loo his 
God [90]. with bird, and let him go up. 


REFLECTIONS. 


3 DMIRE the tender compaſſion of God to a very 


' provoking people; it was therefore he delayed 


| vengeance ſo long, and ſent his prophets, riſing early, 8 
ſending them, with diligence and earneſtneſs. His word, 
and promiſes, and warnings, and miniſters, are all inſtances e 
of divine compaſſion, and ſhow that he is not willing that 
any Should periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance. | 
21. Obſerve how God reſents the affronts and contempt . 
offered to his miniſters. This is given as a principal reaſon _ 
_ why he brought deſtruction upon them, they treated his 
prophets as enemies, becauſe they told them the truth; 
they deſpiſed their words, and made « jeſt of their ſermons, g 
God will reſent any thing that is ſaid or done to make 
faithful miniſters deſpicable, or to vex and diſcourage . 
them: He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, ſaith Chriſt. 


3. See the ſad conſequences of rebelling againſt God, 


and refuſing to hearken to his word. Zedekiah would | 
not take warning, tho? it was frequently and ſolemnly 
given him by Jeremiah: the Iſraelites likewiſe would not 
Hearken, but went on in their wicked ways; till at length 
Jieruſalem, the joy of the whole earth; God's temple, the 
glory of their city, their nation, and the world; were utter= _ 
. deſtroyed. The terrible calamities of the people are moſt 
Vor. — 8 Pathetically 
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pathetically deſcribed in the Book of Lamentations, How 


righteous and faithful, how awful and terrible, is God in 
his judgments ! No word of his falls to the ground; when he 
 Judgeth he will overcome. External privileges are of no avail 
without real religion; they will not prevent God's judg- 
ments, but haſten them. May the inhabitants of Britain 


take warning by this awful ſtory ; all things haus happened 
to them, for enſamples or admonitions to us. 
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